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To the Readers of PM: 

Today I received notification fronnmy Local Selective Service Board 

that I bave been classified 1-4. I may be called into service any day from 

now on. From that day forward, my voice will be not my o~ but my military 

superiors•. Therefore, I write this message to you while I am still a civilian 

so that I may express fully all my feelings-my pride in the service of my 

country, and what misgivings I bave . 

When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor and Mussolini and Hitler declared 

war within 48 hours, I had a great desire to join the Army. For over a year, 

PM had been warning Americans of the inevitability of our being attacked. The 

first serious job that PM had undertaken was done. Perhaps it was fitting that 

having fulfilled its usefulness, it should dissolve into the war effort-with 

its presses and its typewriters, its trucks and its 400 employees. It was 

still a financial failure but its owner, Mr. Marshall Field, could afford to 

write off the loss. 

It was within a week after Pearl Harbor that I took stock of this situation 

and made my first decision-which was to postpone eontemplation of such drastic 

action until we could determine whether a newspaper such as PM had a really 

vital pa.rt to play in winning the war. li'or all of us who had . anything to do 

with the policy of PM were agreed upon one thing: that such a pa.per as PM could 

have only one objective until the armed forces of Fascism were totally destroyed: 

victory. 

During the first few months of the war, we sought ways and means to use our 

freedom as journalists to this end. We believe we found them. The fight against 

enemies in our midst, the exposure of such laxness as cost us the Normandie, the 

nailing of lies by which the enemy was seeking to undermine the loyalty of working 

people-we on PM were at no loss to find jobs for which we were peculiarly fitted 



because of our freedom from pressure of commercial interests or political 

ties. In fact, our opportunities multiplied so fast that our principal 

problem since that attack began has been to find hours enough in the day or 

columns enough in the paper to wage even a small fraction of the fights we 

thought worthy. As the revolutionary nature of this war against fear and 

want became better understood, the responsibility of men of good-will who 

believed in and were willing to fight for Democracy became clearer and clearer. 

Moreover, we no longer had to rely on our own opinion of our usefulness. 

The public understood and responded. It was not merely tha PM's circulation 

doubled. A new comic and a few new writers might have done that. It was 

how people reacted to PM's news when they got it. The 45,000 effective 

protests to the Attorney-General about Social Justice was the first indication. 

Many many more followed. We were able to help get soldiers' pay increased. 

The people listened. Their representatives in Washington became attentive 

to PM's columns. 

Before the war was 6 months old, we felt our final decision had made it­

sell:: there ~ useful work for PM to do-useful work which we could only 

do as civilians bent on proving that a free newspaper could really pull its 

weight in this life and death struggle for freedom. 

Towards service in the armed forces, we took this policy: let the 

Government judge where each man on our staff would be most useful. We asked 

no favors. In all, 55 of PM's staff left or were called to serve either in 

uniform or as civilians. 

A.nd now my turn has come. 

F'or the record, I am 41. Two people are dependent on me and I have no 

other source of income, but I can pass the physical examination for an aircraft 

pilot's license-I have held one-and no one will starve because I go into 



service . When I filled out my papers, Mr . F'ield filed a routine request that 

I be deferred because , he was good enough to say, as PM' s creator I was its 

one indispensable employee. In its wisdom, the Board considered and rejected 

this request • 

No appeal was filed . I passed my physical examination. 

Now I am a proud 1-A. - and ready to go . 

To date I have followed my conscience and spoken my mind. The day I am 

called I shall begin a new life , obeying other men ' s orders . I shall obey 

these orders from whomever they come . When they come from men who are in­

terested only in victory for Democracy, I look forward to the deep satisfaction 

of obeying them. With equal frankness, I state my misgivings . Should my orders 

come from a li'ascist, there will be no satisfaction in obeying them just because . 
I find him disguised in the uniform of a superior officer . But obey I shall 

even though I know that_there are Fascists disguised as American officers-and 

that some men who love our enemies • ideas more than our own have gotten in our 

Army despite everything that has been done to keep them out . 

The Fascists have done their best to still PM 's voice . They will go on 

fighting PM after I am gone-but they will not have to raise a finger against 

me in the Army, because by the act of being sworn in I am silenced. Which is as 

it should be , for wars are not won without discipline . That, to repeat, is why 

I write now, before I am under any restrictions . 

I leave civilian life with the concern that any man must have who has eyes 

to see and read and ears to hear. The people of America still harbor many enemies 

at home . The Bundists with their swastika decorated cellars have been raided , 

the spying diplomats of the Axis have been sent overseas and one by one the spies 

are caught . But many mean and selfish men still prosper on the people ' s payroll . 



Some men serve our enemies who only sit and vote--disloyal to the 

people whom they represent, disloyal to their Commander-in-Chief , disloyal 

to the ideas for which men are dying . 

Some rich men still put the security of their fortunes above the security 

of their country, and would sacrifice the latter if they knew a way to insure 

the former . 

The shame of the disenfranchisement of 1/lOth of our people because their 

skin is black is a burning cancer . Our social surgeons are still too timid to cut 

it out . As a people , our faith in the principle that all men are created equal 

is barely strong enough to give us courage to fight religious intolerance, let 

alone racial . What a pathetic commentary: that Negroes may become petty officers 

in the Navy is still considered a great victory. 

We fight for freedom from want-with a Congress that votes the milk from 

starving children-yes, voted the milk from starving children--as they did when 

their change of a few figures on a sheet of paper took the money from the Farm 

Security Administration . 

We fight for freedom from want-with a Congress that would collect taxes 

from men and women who have not money to buy enough food to fill their bellies . 

We fight for freedom from fear--with a witch-hunt against men of good-will 

in our Government . A man ' s livelihood is in danger if his sister once knew a 

man who contributed to the New Republic . 

W~ fight for law and order based on justice-in a land where the fates of 

thousands of individuals are determined by secret reports secretey considered . 

We fight for plenty-in a land where hundreds and hundreds of thousands of 

able and productive men are still idle . 

te fight for world security-yet we seem to do everything we can to make 

men insecure in whatever they do--even doctors must fight for the right to go 



on fighting one another-rather than for the right to heal , and to be 

supported by society for healing . 

Should I forget all these things when I go into the greatest Army in 

the world to fight for freedom? I do not understand men who can. When I 

was 17 and went into the Army before, I could . But the lessons of the la.st 

24 years have been too harshly taught . They are ineradicable . 

At the· bottom of my heart I feel that the world's first task is to 

destroy-utterly and totally to destroy-the threat of the force of evil 

men . For that purpose the mightiest and best disciplined Army in the world 

must be created . I am deeply proud that I shall be a part of it . But also 

at the bottom of my heart, a part of every breath I draw and thought I think, 

is the knowledge that this war, this civil war, this revolution, cannot be 

won in the field alone-that everywhere, in every walk of life and occupation, 

it must be fought simultaneously. What very small part I, as a journalist, 

have played in this fight to-date I must now leave to others to carry on. For 

150 years, the revolutionary American people have marched steadily in the same 

direction . They will continue to march. There is no doubt . There is only 

the question of how soon and how well we fulfill our destiny. 

- Ralph Ingersoll --







May 22, 1942 

A Suggestion for P.U. : 

A question and answer daily oolumn--one question, one answe~ on 

the same page, in the same position--might be a good feature. 

You might start with: 

"What will Hitler do when he knows he is beaten?" 

"What should be done with Hitler after victory?" 

Start is out with a simple, somewhat silly but generally accepted 

question such as this and a very brief answer. Questions might be . 
limited to 15 words , and the answers to 30. A whole series of so-called 

war and economic questions might be put into primer form and later 

reproduced for the mass moronic as a textbook and aid to the war effort 

by selling the trutn, as in ABC's to minds from 8 to 18. 
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June 11, 19'2 

·llemorandua to r . Ingersoll 

T' · lad7 Who bandlee the (abort tor waolcy) i• now called 

the head of b '• •NT• Sba ha• a onarming dau1bter named Jessica. 

J e Jones conaidera ber the amarteat woman in Am.erica . Shene 

ottic l - inducted i t.o office b;y a certain Aftl otticer who i■ aware 

of himaelf and t e1 proportion• o power around hen . Sn• 1• smart 

o tool an1on1 . She •pent t•o montha •1th tne larpat pictUN . 

o ilki• available 1n her bedroom troa Se_. ber to October of tbe 

atter iooanelt'a election, •ent to 

•s room and whispered,• are you, llra . ilkief" 
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Form 16 

LC623N 53=KH BROOKLYN NY 7 7l OP 
CHARLES E MARSH = 

:21 .36 R ST NORTHWEST WASH INGTON DC= 

: I CANT HELP WISH ING THAT OUR FR IEND WOULD WR ITE THE ANSWER FOR 
TODAY ' S ED ITOR IAL IN THE NE WS AND DE LI VER IT TOMORROW NIGHT 
INSTEAD Of THE OTHER PIECE . TODAY ' S ED ITOR IAL IN THE NEWS IS 

THE ENEMY ' S OFF ICIAL DECLARAT ION OF WAR . I TH INK IT SHOU LD BE 
OFF ICIALLY ACKNO WLEDGED AND THE CHALLENGE ACCEPTED , DONT -YOUf 

REGARDS = 
·RAtPH INGERSOL L.,,,, 
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GENERAL HERSHEY -IHHf-H-AND 

------T-HE:J~~NEW YORK DRAFI' BOARD N I ,__._ .N U ,o/13ER. rCJ ft' 7 '7'U:l!_ ro u ~ 
/ / &'!A LFX//V"fTO--V,,,,,,. ve - ,,, ..,-V--t:--v./,YOI<? -,< J ~ ~ 

,08ff.lt'IBMIAi, 

HEREWITH IS MY PERSONAL AND FORMAL _APPEAL FROM THE IMPROPER CLA.SSIFICATION 

OF RALPH INGERSOLL, EDITOR OF THE NEWSPAPER PM:, BY THE LOCAL DRAFT BOARD 
N.. AvFN<fe-

NUMBER po te r '/ F O u /e..) I/ (J 1 Le )()N'f ro OP>"NEW YORK CITY. I RESPECTFULLY 

SUBMIT THAT RALPH INGERSOLL SHOULD BE DEFERRED FROM THIS DRAFT ON THE REAL 

AND PROVEABLE GRQUND THAT HE IS ESSENTIAL IN MA.INTDiNING AND BUILDING PUBLIC 

MORA.LE IN THIS COUNTRY. HIS PUBLISHED RECORD IN THIS DIRECTION SPEAKS FOR 

ITSELF AND IS ATTESTED TO BY SOME: OF THE OUTSTANDING CITIZENS OF OUR TIME, 

THE MAN ON THE STREET INCLUDED. IN ADDITION THERErO THE PRINTED RECORD WILL 

SHOW THAT UNDER RALPH INGERSOLL'S LEADERSHIP AND INITIATIVE THE NEWSPAPER 

PM HAS BEEN RESPONSIBLE FOR UNCOVERING AND EXPOSING SUBVERSIVE ELEMENTS 

IN THIS COUNTRY WHO ARE BENT ON I MPAIRING AND DESTROYING AMERICA'S WAR 

EFFORT AND UNITY. LASTLY, THE PM ENTERPRISE FROM ITS INCEPTION TO ITS 

INCREASINGLY SUCCESSFUL AND CONTINUID OPERATION, INVOLVING THE EMPLOYMENT 

OF FOUR HUNDRED PEOPLE DEPENDS ON THIS MAN I S LEADERSHIP AND GUIDANCE. IT IS 

HIGHLY SIGNIFICANT THAT WHEN RALPH INGERSOLL APPEARED BEFORE HIS LOCAL DRAFT 

BOARD HE ASKED FOR NO SPECIAL CONSIDERATION WHATSOEVER. HE SAID THAT HIS 

ONLY DESIRE WAS TO BE ON THE SPOT FROM WHICH HE COULD INFLllCT THE MOsr 

DAMAGE UPON THE ENEMIES OF THIS COUNTRY AND THAT HE WAS WILLING TO HAVE 
HIS EMPLOYER ON 

THAT DECISION REST WITH THE DRAFT BOARD. AS 'ftKM~ THIS DAILY 

NEWSPAPER I THEREFORE FIND IT COMPELLING UPON YE TO SEl' BEFORE YOU THESE 

PERTINENT CONSIDERATIONS ON THEIR JUST MERITS, AND IN THIS FORM, SINCE RALPH 

INGERSOLL HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO APPEAR FOR INDUCTION WEDNESDAY JUNE TWEN'l'I­

FOURTH. 



. 
·2136 R Street, N.W. 
Washi~ton, D.C. 
June 15, 1942 

Dear Ralph : 

A good cartoonist could show "Road to Victory 1943 Model at Fall Dis­
play" . At -the wheel General Somervell who is now drawing up his pro­
duction organization in the Arnzy--Navy Procurement, as Nelson fails to · 
function and is shelved off to the material shortage problem, which of 
course he can not solve , and where he will get his eXit in spite of his 
rare oratorical powers and his rare personality--who ultimately cannot SD---1 
what ain ' t so . I 

Along side of Somervell should be Roosevelt , leaning forward , with his 
eyes straight ahead, straining to see , and his hand shading his eyes , 

• blind both to Somervell and the boys in the back seat . In the back seat 
are Hopkins and Jesse Jones . It is the old business of the capitalist 
and the politician on the cushions . 

Along the side of the road stands Henry Wallace with a field corn back­
ground and the plain folks--a man and a woman about the same size as 
Henry-all thumbing a ride . And with this cartoon the attached full 
page editorial . The heading of the whole page is "Victory 1943 Model" . 

Another follow-up would be Somervell building a war production machine 
in a shop of workers all in officers ' uniform--no civilians . Jones and 
Hopkins are admiring it . The car is labeled "Victory Model 1943". Ne¼­
son is leaving for the outside of the shop . The President coming in 
the door, says , "How are you doin' , Don? " This second cartoon, would 
of course, have an editorial follow-up , but I would not want to spend 
any more time on the idea, and I know that you would believe a public 
service was in all this . 

Sincerely yours , 

Charles E. Marsh 



June 16, 1942 

And now we come to the imediate pictur or th• last three neka 

inside ot the ort . T lital7, amall and sut!'ertng troa tha 

uual int riority 001,plex 0£ peace t t now beoome h moat. 1m-

port.ant factor o.r 19 t2 .. The olio in th residential ••ation 1 now 

holding the tratfio line as hi ■ brother the firean tighta the tire. 

The non-llUitai,- ia enjoyiilg t.he eho9r and laudin,; tlie heroee. Thq ffen 

have their own hero-Don Helaon--and as the people turned upon the 

bankers or 1930 during tlMt t'inanoial break-don, th-,. t\U'D8d in ' lal 

ap1.me the capital bil b'-leine nt b7 Xnudaen and 

Stettiniua rront1 ror Du.Pont, and Wall Street.. Thie epring t ey 

tun'Mld on Jones ■ Oll8wbat in the c-omiotion that no banker big bu.aw•• 
man wu ith r r t or d.1.reot eno h to get the iob done . 

But in all thi ■ piot r ot U. people eonfus , but nll and con-

tident., there ia 'l!IU.Ch more d rmicll more than Roosevelt., their hero• 

or 1111.o.lrthur, their £int litar,- hero, or Neleon flho would be their 

hero. 

T reals nific c of tiw o nt 1• that Jonu , a verr nart 

operat or, i• ·\;,r ly c i ve ll of his brain nd s xp r-

..no•• 

General Sonlel"Yell bu come to the t ot MUitar,r reepeot among 

tboae who p tring and get th e do ton, the gqer,-

al h Harry Hopkins , •ho deale in d i1y ponr polltics for 

s " inet" the ·rea d t) has an e;ri... 

trema r ell and Jones . And ao -;,ou ha.Te a ........=n 

.,.. at~ te o se t or the toug est t r Bt big buainus 

operator th tM toug t and strongat ld.litar,r figure . '1'ha approaob­

ing col pa of Uelaon nd the peel_ r position ot Vchtt tells the 

it.or., that tabor am .wu:1av.1ement have not •on &I\V' rlO\oJ7 wbateon-er onr 

the oapitalletio tnlit&l'T Tinpoint. United Stat.ea &aplaywmt S.mce 

bu won a _victory as the le&dag agenoy of the Jonet , Hopkins, Somer­

nil line . Nebon hall been bullt for 1942 as detinitel7 aa Knudsen 



was wilt tor 191.l. Tbe people are bi iven t.he heroee at the 

tima that t •nt • 

But the ·aodel tor 1943 1• now in the worka . ~ who wants to 

see i should exara1ne it 1n Somervell'• ahop. Jones and Hopkine ha.fl 

looked at it nt appron o it. Nelson Will be ven a job 

juat e l'nudsen was iTen a b . The peoplff • heroes are not 1bot in 

ADlertaa, it as eurel7 u tbia 1 - J 16, 1942t jun u 911ft]¥ it the 

machine r direct mllitu;r o rol of war p tion in faot.iOrtea, in 

men, 1n raw ma\eriale, am r Jrt tion to tbAt · r n-t;, unified 

wd.er o more • thrff ld am 
Their robl 1 no eer:loua threat to th future ot the eount.r:, 

as a Jlc!Tutt and. a Nelaon are tin the abaw ot 1942. 

Their pro 1a no objeetion to tbe l9lu 1, wh1.oh ia "Milit&l7. 

in Control11 • At the oontrole are Jones and p in U.. baok: a•t, 

with Rooaenlt r1din8 with the ohaufteur looking at the road ahead. 
Bllt tba little . o - along the road flA7' not ba cared or TerJ' 

ch on thi road to viot rJI• The oivUi&n life ot America 1n 1943 
am OS i'bly O r needs & bit OC1'$t"ul obeovauon. Tbe 

, forcea , t e :pitallat.io ror , even the g1n'lff'•'l"'r'l""nnt 

power orces, are t t u t.1.mai.. The _Uio J1l!l&ff hu eean au,;y 

t or aov·err:Lrnerlt •ot the p o l , b/ the eople and the 

but in Roosev-.1t's .,... looldDg ahead • o · t.be p opl ' beoaua• thtfT 

bel.18"1'8 be 11 ' of t P~~---~~ we bq haTe a 191 year a leu\ no't 

ot nt n ry tba I J t '""""'""' rrm,~H,t w1thout tJ'8 pe l • 

https://pitallat.io
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J'°'1 • in order, to kUl ,..Elo,,_,,.,. 1n order to Nni an 
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27 SIXTH AVENUE BROOK~YN, N. Y. 

July 27, 1942 

Dear Karsh: 

.Before I forget it, I was talk­
ing to Number Two a week ago and 
he suggested that I suggest to you 
that you interest yourself in, the 
story of Andrew Jackson Higgins. 

Kr. Charles E. Marsh 
2136 R Street NW 
Washington 
D. C. 
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St,eet and No. B U, .... 80fll naa:.-
Placc_e----- A1R-AlK;:_g.G..µIT1?.JY,___ ____ _ ________ _ _ _ _1wJ£:N;.;;;i..._-+YQ 

!WO Plk>i'Y ARB !IIINHN8 OF YOU !ODAY .MJ 4PHI VSRY l'Dm IMi !IW! YOO ARB. d 

HAVI HO <YPHBR THOUGHT THAN THAT YOU ARI SIONIFIOffl AND IVFSJTIVB RmlPDl-

OF 'PE£ AiID PLAOS. 

Semler's address TELEGRAPH BIR1HDAY GREETINCS - 2Sc: TO ANY WESTERN UNION POINT IN U.S. Sender's telephone 
for referencc number 



27 SIXTH Av.ENU.E BROOKLYN, N. Y. 

July .31,1942 

Dear llary Louise & Charles: 

That was a. damn fine wire you sent 
me and it ma.de me feel swell. 

I have a i'eeling that good t'riene1s 
are watching over my child with 
;you two around . 

And I hope it won't be too long 
before I see you. 

Regards, 

ko~ 
Mrs . Mary Louise Glass and 
Mr . Charles E. Marsh 
2U6 R Street NW 
Washington, D.C. 

(Dictated ·1,y Mr . -Ingersoll; 
written and signed after he 
had left.) 



DaJ 1ae, Ta:aa 
August 13, ;942 

Dear Ralphs 

I am having a beauti.ful time todq looking at the great lla17 
Loui.8e Who bas oollapaed tr011 a small 11ttle breeser 1n a 
Texas campaign. 

We have eight dqs to go with t.be Tote ot about S$j to 4$% 
against us, and I bad depended upon Mary Louise not to throw 
a rider cm the bend. Of course she deolarea sha will be up 
tomorrow am at '•• 

The p1'99ent aeoretar,y ia takl ng those notes in front ot Kary 
Louise in bed. We haft a hotel stenographer doing the :14 
work. 

FLA.SB - J1ar7 Louise is reading 7CNr boot, 11Amerioa is orth 
Fighting For. • I think thi is terrible because she 1a SUJ>­
poeed to be fighting against 01Daniel.s am ia taking a boll­
dq With )"Oil (del.ted b.r censor). CUT-IN. 
Vary- Louise speeld•• Have 7011 a cure tor a stitf arm 
caused by writing cwel"-l!llloh tor a man trbo is more garrulou 
than guerJ.l.la. 

FLASH 2 - llarsh apeald.ng l Th1.1 B - B ie sqing that I am 
not war like as 700. are am that you 111"1te better than I. 

I kDolf 7'11l are bwry getting into bu• traim.n,i, so will sign
~t, smept to sq it baa been lots or tun with little ohanoe 
ot suaaess, but ixty-thou and German blooda ot Texas think 
O•Daniel.s and his pride o last Au st ot "Send the bo.,e hc:118 
TOte11 is the bot stuff. Am. then there are a tn labor ha.ten 
suoh as Cbarlea • Varsh am all the triends ot :,esteryear. 

Honestly' I tNl as it I had betra;yed -,q olus • I cannot find 
a groum tor apeald.ng to the friends of 1936 when I left these 
i:arta. 

It you have a moment you may get me until the 22m ot August 
(vezy inoid ntally X. L.) at the Adolphw! Hotel, Dallas, Where 
a letter will reach me • 

Sincerely, 

Kr• Ralph Ingersoll Charles I. Marsh 
%COlllp6I\}" ~ Fangineer
Amphibian nd 
Camp Edwards, Vasa. 

https://apeald.ng
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Dear Balplu 

So 7011 haw p.1:a-4 tiv• po•'- a.n4 lon t:nn. lalbe•• 

lo ••rU'i•ticm ot th11. l Ml4 fa abo\11; thle paloariin.t..t an4 it 1l&M 
a. l,l"Mt illprHaioa oa Ida,•• h• 11 aounbat u. •zpel"t Oil th.11 Jth711Aal 
bualM••• 

What l &lll rMll7 interetiJH 1u 11 '1w atruge oaa• of b.lph 1apr..11-
tbe 'bft1D u4 the thttr&pnf;lo •lu• ot a41oori1,y 1u utioa. 

1 NJneabel' l&lph lageraoll a.1 a••• hlnory. 

All ot t~ greais pqobo ..-.J.yaina are 1Nt ne,-c1.on1 Ina an &M-1.at. 
ont.r ot wbioh l'law wae the wr1tbtc pnpbn. The 014 auokff baa l&at.4 
21,000 J'Ml'•• CheokiDC h1a t• o~ day, I thotaght a. wat a hl&U•hH1 
t•ohel", but a. claml good oM. 

You an -, alki:ac-or ~nttiag.......,l• ol what the ntdJ.eo, (..,,......
1Dc the eubj.-.t of the brd.a t;hl'otap \hit 1111&toaioal prooeaHe) •11 
Manle l>epNteaiwt. 

To-., Wl'tllto..-4 aa4 unlMr".DN aoul a. Jl'anio O.prea1iw 11 j.. a Pf 
who spout• 11b a geya• 1D Yellownone. It i. apoU\1 -11, 'M ia a 
pn.l11a. It h• jut SJMN'•• be 11 a. ~. 

Being on• ot the \lDRng Manio l>eprffAft• a,1elt, l u. bolwlia,c JOU 
UIODI t.hoN who one• ...N. .., JO• are DMJhb& 'bin a mnal 1lbo baa 
piJIN t1ve p,Ulllll■ Utt loat thrff inobea. 

Wba:u all '\hit ooua clown 'boa alllpl• ~l•touf, whioh 1•• 
ot ooar••• IWflr -.a, I augg•n that the bNin toocl ot --, lit. with 
all it• "-taohaet &n4 rnurn u .,_ nr1u1 bull-' nieh -., o• u 
apen lllll"kaaat lt it dun ION nutt. 

I ..,.. pndin 70v een.n ot h.\llMr will lnctba w a po1- of ~,...,.n1ou. 
1'bt hell ot all ot ua who NI.ft I.DJ •en ot pl'opGft1'la 1• that n cloa't 
amowrt w MV'l'WC• 11'1tne11 •pelAoa, Aluu.der, HS.tl•r, Chvohill, 
1oo,...-.1t, aa4 allot 1sbo•• who prn-4 tbat theJ •~ ht1110r-l>ln ban 
nonop 

....,. Lo\da• bat ju,_ looked at Ml" n'4h. She l&JI 'that 1 ht.ft to go 
•...,..... 1'he plaae go.a to O&U,tornia •• •ill• a.n.4 th.ea I go into • 
bo•p1t&J.-.whioh &iv•• me a ohaaoe 1H> haft you t ..l aorr, tor__..... •my
•rrouou, etton on your pan. I ah&ll 4eplD.4 UJM>• lfarf Lold.H w tell 
19u ,_bat th•N ain't a da-. 'bhiag iso 11:J, ancl tha~ 1 will be buk in a 
ooupl• ot w..u. 

https://unlMr".DN
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My tailw-• '° oome w )'O\l •• aot be.e-4 oa tu tan that you ..re ia 
ilh• na.te ot al.11'. lNt enlr•l.7 due to-, 41,taat• tor •••illg a beaker 
at h.lat.Ntlt.• :uaaaa.obu•nt•• who 1• a.'bo~ 110 aue me. l ba4 hop4 M .,S.t 
on the llanker IUl4 gift 19u a aplr1t•l Jd.•• at ,h• nmo timiJ {Wala 
1eem, to be on -, bn.ia. ) 

ApJ.n.Hriouly• l 4o DO\ 8M AOW )'OU haft po1•ilu7 Cotta tw'oqh & 
oour•• 1A 1r1ftte lx\geraoll witholft 1pitt1Dg on aome eou• liea,.-n. 

YO\\ will be hnriag troa •• ·bu.t tor hH.vc•• Ake l•t "U.8 know at the 
•~n &d.dr••• 1t Ul7'hing happeu to JO" wbioh fldl J'OU ln tbe pan
bou,._.r IIIO'Na ,ov looat1oa, 



2lJ6 • R - street,
Wu~, D. o. 
october 15, 1942 

• • 

Dear l.ph t 

Charles bu been a a lood i-rt of tbe t1m 81.noe ~ t,r1p to tM Cape. 
t • did a tr ', ndows quantit,- ot work wblle be was here. 1ibfJt ot 1i 

baa ha to do wit,h th use of the medical resourou ot the country. .. 
using the eol.utiGD to tb&t aa a haml• to take bold ot tlMt Whole subjeo\
ot manpoar. 

The thing 1 a r, one, aor1 we ot along ep~ \UltU Hbotage wu 
oomnd.t.ted -- a bllNauorat. Ye8t ~ Ken Crawtol'd 9\dl, am. WU gi.1'111
all t.he dope on the a1tuatian1_&rd i t 1a j u t po bl ha 1'1ll do some 
writing on t · IUbjeet, • wu as edu · :ting a f• oolumisw here ad 
there . He itl quite a tell.ow I think. tab WU h ~ f u Y'Oll ?JCY knolf, 
he did go work on the subj•t ot the ma11LP01mr queetlon 1n tM latl\ 
Tolan C ' t H~u : .u.ur o , an:l 1a do aome h f(W hpper tor the 
Senate Labor and t ion C ttee. That c . t bu · blic health 
as a part, ot 1ts rout1ne aee1gnmnt, anrl • are trylng to moYe the med1oal 
inY•tigatioa o,er that_,. . It looke as tb<Ngb aame progrtU mll1' cane. 

o. Two 1a a epeeob on av r 8t.b to t.he Rwsaiana. I do not11.1<Uo~ 

usuall1' take et.ook in marolofa; bu.t. it is possible that ht 1a 
A e DWJlber for him. The b1i one was on 8 , aM th1a ii j t 
six montba to a da7. I hav not heard much of t it 1a otual.ly to 
be, but. enough to teel that it pro · more thin scme ot the reomt 
ap111bN. It. 1- to be delivo to th& F:rierM!a of i , or some auoh 
groap. 1 1■ sure ot the Buesia .trJCle, t atV" rate. He can •~ be 
t,r.t:rial abotlt t.ba\. It is rumored that. Nw!$ber One aaked hta to do it 

SOI!J9 8\lgg rtio · th8'f the o t c CW"aging Itn hearcl 
tor quite a 1 t • (Thi is a sill,y _,. to write. wt. don ' t knoW 

l s.e w .t at it. I'm sure 700 will bear it all ll'cmi ot ~ U' 
7CJU do t down to ashington_.) 

.l man lfbo ought to be 1n a positi n to hear a good d-1 that. 111 Qing 
on made a 'bet lut ht that one or more front.a would be c,peraS wit 
th1rt¥ da.11'· 

'l'be man 1lbo makes tba ttunder nter ear" tor Higgina was in town tlMt other 
~ . av• Higgins 1a setting :Lo fin , and 1, btdl/111\l all tba 
11ttle boa.ta be could possibly turn t , and that only cargo shipe •r• 
oanael led, and tbat Hlggiu had llff9r gott into produotien on them. I 
m:.t.add that det&U, 'but, after all, I don •t reall1' read the rs aa I 
should. I just, got mad at th ug t1on they were tJ71ng to curtail 
Higgins , but I was 1n the oampe.ign than, and lfh&t I m.ght haTe read on 
any sub eet 1a oum to be blurred. 
In case you are 1n n YoJ'k, 70u · ht try to oh Oharl • He goes 
th ~ a r;o . bit now. IT aieter livea at 26S ·,-t &lnentb stNet, am 
ber t.elephoM DWlbeZ' 1e Watk:iiw ~. He would be ftl'Y pleued. to 
•• you a\ 111\T ti.a, 1 •11 eure, but 'll'OUld haft no~ wben ra are~. 

https://otual.ly
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NOT MUCH BALONEY 
\then a rather queer egg ~amed Ralph In­

gersoll, editor of the more than slightly 
"tetched" New York tabloid newspaper ex­
pertmeni called "PM," was jerked out of his 
sanctum by the draft board and packed off 
to ~he army amid shrieks that he was an in­
dis:pensable master of his journali~tic hounds, 
his ; loudly voiced contention that t_he press , 
should be . exempt from calls to the coun:. 
tr~s armed service r·eceived no support that 1 

we ,know of from anyone of importance --in 
the; pr()ress~e!i wn,i~~, he claimed. '.On .Jhe: 
contrary there was. a· general disclaimer ·of­
an~ such attitude-an~-much; iipfrite4 l"~QUKe· 
of d:ngersoll fo~ having even mentioned so 
ab}torrent a thought. _. . -. -, ~ _ 

Neverthe}es~. lpjtersoll p~eeded -~ rjl~ke_ 
out; a ease, whieli he argued right up to j 

PRESERVATION COPY 
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ti:a.in _t_illle-.When he saw it would do no good 

4 and ·~at the rap by enlisting. Although his 
· loeal draft boa.rd held firm, selective service8
• officiafs at Washington· hemmed and haw:. 

ed over the case, and set forth some "may­
be" a~_/'might'.' am~iguities ~hich _left .~he 

1door · slightly aJar for exemptmg or defer-
- ring n~wspaper . employes should any pub­

lisher ~ve the bad taste to request it. Since 
then-2,just the other day-the matter was 
put in niore definite form, with a listing . of 

- specific newspaper jobs for which deferment 
- could be allowed. The job which Ingersoll 
- held-he was the editor-was not mention-
; ~ · but· nevertheless • "PM" triumphantly 
2 cried, in .a made-up dispatch of its own from 

Washington, that "Ralph Ingersoll's fight 
• for recognition of the wartime value of the 

press and radio was recognized by selective 
· service headquarters in listing 92 occupa­

tions in the communications service (in­
cluding newspapers) as 'activity essential to 
support of the war effort'." 

· While the . ruling was by no means that 
broad, other newspapers seem to have got 
soine · such notion and are as incensed over 
it as "PM" is happy. Among those taking 
sour notice 'is our neighbor the Miami Her­
ald, which went into a conniption of denun-

' ciation. Erroneously describing the action 
as "pennitting deferment of a newspaper 
man ·at request of his employer on a show-

! ing that he is performing an essential op. 
eration," the Herald exclaims: "Newspaper­
men are not thankful for this bit of official 
baloney. They scout the idea that Ameri­
can publishers, editors and reporters are im­
portant enough to be exempted from mili­
tary duty." 

Well, so does the selective service bureau. 
Its list of those who might be excused point- ! 
edly omits "publishers, editors and report- · 
ers"--except in just one category. "Maga­
zine editors"-the fellows who hold that end 
of the business together and have a finger
in every pie, can beg off, one to a paper we 
assume. But other editors like Ingersoll, 
the one who wrote the Herald piece and the 
one writing this one, will be marched away . 
with publishers and reporters, who weren't 
even listed by inference unless in active I PRESERVATION COPYservice as war correspondents. 
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Which, as we've said before along with the 
rest of them that is absolutely as it should be. 
Sure it's a wrench. As that long array of 
service emblems covering our window proud­
ly testifies, this establishment has already 
suffered ·quite a few dislocations that have 
been mighty hard to repair. Right now 
we're due for another. Our city editor, Ron­
ald Halgriin, is awaiting delayed orders, hav­
ing waived his second call draft number and 
volunteered . himself to the head of the next 
Lee county quota. He's of about Ingersoll's 
age and circumstance, and is as valuable to 
this little .paper. as anybody could be to the 
bedlam in "PM." Having been here a long 
time, · since way back in his cub days, he 
knows the town, its people, and by all means 
its haunts, ao thoroughly that he is literally 
iri,!placeable. \ Yet no one .in the manage- 1 

ment th6ught of trying to dissuade him from 
the- duty ,which: he soti.ghf..and though . he 
is strictly a peaceable citjzen when his coun­
try is not ·at war, we have no doubt he would 
ha~e gone into· belligerent action- had defer­
ment · been suggested because of his value 
to the paper. · · 

The very idea of any other attitude is as 
revolting as the Miami Herald so scornfully 
states it. But newspapers needn't get up on 
their ears in resenting an insult that wasn't 
offered. The occupations which selective 
service listed as entitled to exemption were 
mostly mechanical, or at any rate more. tech­
nical than making up words to pound out on 
a typewriter. It mentioned such as platen­
press operators, teletype installers, radio rig- • 
gers, telephone station supervisors and the 
like, _the object being, we have an idea, not 
so much to preserve them for the newspap­
ers, radio and other communications ser­
vices with which they are now employed but 
to keep them with their hands in so that 
tlle government can beckon when it needs 
them for work in their line . 

. In any c~se this is pretty much an aca­
demic discussion. We never heard of a news­
·pa~r except PM that ever tried to get any­
body <leferred, or even thought of anything 
so despicable. It's an affront, of course, to 
have the suspicion raised but there's no use 
in ·making it worse than it is by jumping 
selective service for something it didn't do. 
It has done and is doing plenty to justify 
criticism but it is not offering "baloney" to 
the newspapers as a means of turning away PRESERVATION COPY.vrath. 



Dear l&lpba 

Yo\11" two lnt•r• pretty woll broupt ua up to dat•• 

You alk, "'Iba,•• dobcT" Pol1t1oal).y pnb&l>l7 the branet 
atateaont e1.no4t IOftlllber eip\h wa• irillde•a remark 1•atlon­
inc the po11,1oa1 manoeU"nra aroUD.4 Dl.rlan. U he h&cl beft 
a phra•• •ur, he Iii.ch' ban sa1d, •0o11an t(W Darlan." 
Ulid.•t•ly 1t will ooat more live• than the prioe ill lb•• 
and now. 

ot courH I am look1D& at it on the long pt.all and th• p,opl• 
ot oour•• &ff ••Hin& t~ Yiotorl•••" 

Jiat\&ftll:, the Spuai1h aituation la tM 1~t• thiage 

On inside 1-rioa, we &ff ha'ring a flr,f rapi4 gro\lp ot moTea 
bf the ~ lookinc tow.rd the neoe ■ titi•• ot 19'3 all 1.he 
•Y troa rationial to~ ••1pa.t1ou tor ooll-c• life•• 
the eiglnMD41DftffM oome under the~ oontrol. h.tunl• 
17 1 wo\lld ha•• pr•t•rre4 oollece HlootNa to oome tr• 1n­
~ll•n•l oontrol poHlbl.7 ohecked and approwd. by obil1an 
aouroee b&Tbg thil w.r ia Iii.ad. 

Wall Street teele that they will 1•t o.w.y,. He will beoose 
more 1..,..Ucmall.7 libffa.l in statement , but 1a anally 
more •t1onalut1o than ever. lil.a p-oup prob&'bl7 oontalna 
the -.rto ■t ot the lew York propen:, IIOM)' bn.iu•• tn.y
will attaot W&llaoe thl'ou.gh BoAr4-h&l•r on the CJ'OUD&l that 
bl oll&h' to remain oout11;\l\1onal Via• Preeid.o$ and. qdt
lllt4dl1n&• tho OODNl"ft\1ve 4eiaoortLtio 11ne nioh baa t1e-upa
tbi-oup BaNOh and othon you know ot, wi1m Jl&ll Stnn, wlll 
attaok W..llaoe a.a• lNngler. The olcl U... ».ler• ot the Cor­
oonn-CoMn Nhool will Uaaon with Baruoh (and ff•n 70ur 
Yramctw-t•r ,..-ha,-) iK> oOM oU'b at the proJ>4tr time with DcNc­
laa •• tM nrona .x.outift •• B;rrne• WMra ollt. The 'ffty job 
~• ha• to pl&oat• ti. Senate wnioh 11 ·go1Dg to be a. pe.J"lmtr 
in the pea.oo, will •k• ~• a 1114clle-ot-\u-road.or, and 
tbentor nermall7 witho\lt oolor in the general d.ob&ole whioh 
•1 tan in l1•nderaon &ad ielaon and. Molhnt . The Pl"••i<lent 
1• llffiDg nn tic11na lU. Leluan imo poa1\1cm and pl"Obably 
wow.cl lla to Z"NOh O\lt tor J)ougla• now, although that would 

https://1114clle-ot-\u-road.or
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n&k:Am. the Supreae Court liberal poait1on tun. Tho•• who 
n\114 mu l>oU&la• Pru1~ haft ady1ae4 h1a w •Y>' on the 
Coun until there 1• no oa» elM and tn• pul»J.1• denand liaa 

· 1M1lt ui pre ■ au.n uci until the Pn•14em oalla hill in with 
a "auat order to ooao to thAI Whit. Ho\l.. 1n a l\ll.1 t1.ae jolt 
aa exeou\ive Pn11unt. 

Thia t1M prolabq wo\lld not be beton ll&roh tbov.gh th1nc• 
saoTe taat now both in Im-ope and her•• 'l'he -rt •Male• or 
11beral1••ho ••• the neoeas1ty ot denroylnc WallaM qdok-
1¥ will attaok Wall&o• prolably- on the •r.ry broa4 line ot ia­
•ptitude. For publ1e1\7 they probably will ua• their Senaw 
and Hol&H tal•• liberal ■ in eome lnY••tip\ion ot tu 91!:W •• 
• oruk•pn, C01111oU11at , &nl&•natioal &ud. i.nel'l'l&tioaal gro1,1p
whion ahould 'be •11.alm\n it AMrioa 1• to hll.,. a ,n17 Aaer­
ioan trout at the peaoe iJ&ble. !My will aoo\lN tiw an ot 
hiuderlnc th• •rand. beug dangeroua to the,-... The tla­
UIC or th1• attaok will " baaed tirn on what th• An/if •n• 
oe\ffera do tb tba o1ri.l1an from: awl upon th. datizac ot tbe 
ooaing elfft1ona. 

Varley 11 ney buy trawlll.ng, apee1aliai»g on Uniq up hia 
old orowd through tbll Dl.tion agalun tounh tera Roo..Yel\1-. 
HI 1• pan10"1l&rl7 ltl"OQ&, of oow-n. w1:th the dnooratlo, oity 
lriah C.tholio group•• but tu pvely orpn1ut1on daooratio 
oc>ntrol 1n ~\Ith Dak:oia.• UJ.rmeaota. W1aoona1a, and Wontaa, 
11 larply eitha ot thia faith or 1n ~~ts., with th• l'arl~ 
peraoml1ty. The notori•• ot C\lrl-, iJ:L *•••hua•tt• and 
thll a1l1tant t1pt 0£. the Ce.rdinal apl.Mt Dinh Coutnl. baa 
Nvit&l1H4 the oQ1wenatiY• Ca\holie. toro•• ot 11ft Snglu4 
into a ail1tant group widoh are oenainly no, pro-Roo...-.lt 
and. QIM:lo\l,._Nly an aware ot the danCff ot a »oeo---.hing­
tou U.• to C&tholio deand.a 1n poet....r South &ad Central 
au-ope. 
O\ataide o the Spuiah 11tuat1oa wriioh pol1t1.-lly •eem.a 1-o­
day to l» alipp1nc toward. the tUtl•r .S.4- without Catholio 
oppoa1~ion, -.. haft tb• •oo•lerat1on at th• rr.n.h oonaena­
tiw1 'beh1n4 th• Catholio royaU,,ta or the Peta1n aohool , 

Jroa417, Western hrope politioa i• touoh and go. Th• oon• 
ael"Y&tina efflll to ooatrol all the way troa our ow:a. St•t• 
Depa.nae.a~ the Jeauit group 1n ROM tM'oup the proJMt1""7 
u.4 nU.gi.ou ol.&•••• ot SpaiA, Portugal, Franoe, u4 ltal7 
w1tb probaltl.y what NllllW ot tn• military proteH1onala a14-
1D& the broad ~uch' tbat th• Nina ~ l~r muat ••.,.. troa 
H.uaai&. 

Charl•• i. Muth 

Liwtenant Ralph q.noll 
Camp J!idl,ard.a• llaaeaenuet••• 
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