COPY
To the Readers of PM:

Today I received notification from my Local Selective Service Board
that I have been classified l-b. I may be called into service any day from
now on. From that day forward, my voice will be not my own but my military
superiors'., Therefore, I write this message to you while I am still a civilian
so that I may express fully all my feelings--my pride in the service of my
country, and what misgivings I have.

When the Japanese attacked Pearl harbor and Mussolini and Hitler declared
war within 48 hours, I had a great desire to join the Army. For over a year,

PM had been warning Americans of the inevitability of our being attacked. The
first serious job that PM had undertaken was done. Perhaps it was fitting that
having fulfllled its usefulness, it should dissolve into the war effort-—-with
its presses and its typewriters, its trucks and its 400 employees. It was
still a financial failure but its owner, Mr. Marshall Field, could afford to
write off the loss.

It was within a week after Pearl Harbor that I took stock of this situation
and made my first decision--which was to postpone sontemplation of such drastic
action until we could determine whether a newspaper such as PM had a really
vital part to play in winning the war. For all of us who had anything to do
with the policy of PM were agreed upon one thing: that such a paper as PM could
have only one objective until the armed forces of Fascism were totally destroyed:
victory.

During the first few months of the war, we sought ways and means to use our
freedom as journalists to this end. We believe we found them. The fight against
enemies in our midst, the exposure of such laxness as cost us the Normandie, the
nailing of lies by which the enemy was seeking to undermine the loyalty of working

people—we on PM were at no loss to find jobs for which we were peculiarly fitted



because of our freedom from pressure of commercial interests or political
ties. In fact, our opportunities multiplied so fast that our principal
problem since that attack began has been to find hours enough in the day or
columns enough in the paper to wage even a small fraction of the fights we
thought worthy. As the revolutionary natg;e of this war against fear and

want became better understood, the responsibility of men of good-will who
believed in and were willing to fight for Demwcracy became clearer and clearer.

Moreover, we no longer had to rely on our own opinion of our usefulness.
The public understood and responded. It was not merely that PM's circulation
doubled. A new comic and a few new writers might have done that. It was
how people reacted to PlM's news when they got it. The 43,000 effective
protests to the Attorney-General about Social Justice was the first indication.
Many many more followed. We were able to help get soldiers! pay increased.

The people listened. Their representatives in Washington became attentive
to PM's columns.

Before the war was 6 months old, we felt our final decision had made it-
self: there was useful work for PM to do--useful work which we could only
do as civiliéna bent on proving that a free newspaper could really pull its
weight in this life and death struggle for freedom.

Towards service in the armed forces, we took this policy: let the
Government judge where each man on our staff would be most useful. We asked
no favors. In all, 33 of PM's staff left or were called to serve either in
uniform or as civilians.

And now my turn has come.

For the record, I am 41. Two people are dependent on me and I have no
other source of income, but I can pass the physical examination for an aircraft

pilot's license-—I have held one—and no one will starve because I go into



service. When I filled out my papers, Mr. Field filed a routine request that
I be deferred because, he was good enough to say, as PM's creator I was its
one indispensable employee. In its wisdom, the Board considered and rejected
this request. |

No appeal was filed, I passed my physical examination.

Now I am a proud l-A —- and ready to go.

To date I have followed my conscience and spoken my mind. The day I am
called I shall begin a new life, obeylng other men's orders. I shall obey
these orders from whomever they come. When they come from men who are in-
terested only in victory for Democracy, I look forward to the deep satisfaction
of obeying them. With equal frankness, I state my misgivings. Should my orders
come from a Fascist, there will be no satisfaction in obeying them just because
I find him disguised in the uniform of a superior officer. But obey I shall
even though I know that there are Fascists disguised as American officers—and
that some men who love our enemies' ideas more than our own have gotten in our
Army despite everything that has been done to keep them out.

The Fascists have done their best to still PM's voice. They will go on
fighting PM after I am gone--but they will not have to raise a finger against
me in the Army, because by the aét of being sworn in I am silenced. Which is as
it should be, for wars are not won without discipline. That, to repeat, is why
I write now, before I am under any restrictions.

I leave civilian life with the concern that any man must have who has eyes
to see and read and ears to hear. The people of Americavstill harbor many enemies
at home. The Bundists with their swastika decorated cellars have been raided,
the spying diplomats of the Axis have been sent overseas and one by one the spies

are caught. But many mean and selfish men still prosper on the people's payroll.



Some men serve our enemies who only sit and vote--disloyal to the
people whom they represent, disloyal to their Commander-in-Chief, disloyal
to the ideas for which men are dying.

Some rich men still put the security of their fortunes above the security
of their country, and would sacrifice the latter if they knew a way to insure
the former.

The shame of the disenfranchisement of 1/10th of our people because their
skin is black is a burning cancer. Our social surgeons are still too timid to cut
it out. As a people, our faith in the principle that all men are created equal
is barely strong enough to give us courage to fight religious intolerance, let
alone racial. What a pathetic commentary: that Negroes may become petty officers
in the Navy is still considered a great victory.

We fight for freedom from went——with a Congress that votes the milk from
starving children—yes, voted the milk from starving children—as they did when
their change of a few figures on a sheet of paper took the money from the Farm
© Security Administration.

We fight for freedom from want—with a Congress that would collect taxes
from men and women who have not money to buy enough food to fill their bellies.

We fight for freedom from fear—with a witch~hunt against men of goodawill_
in our Govermment. A man's livelihbod is in danger if his sister once knew a
man who contributed to the New Republic.

Wg fight for law and order based on justice--in a land where the fates of
thousands of individuals are determined by secret reports secretky considered.

We fight for plenty—in a land where hundreds and hundreds of thousands of
able and productive men are still idle.

We fight for world security—yet we seem to do everything we can to make

men insecure in whatever they do--even doctors must fight for the right to go



on fighting one another—rather than for the right to heal, and to be
supported by society for healing.

Should I forget all these things when I go into the greatest Army in

the world to fight for freedom? I do not understand men who can. When I

| was 17 and went into the Army before, I could. But the lessons of the last
24 years have been too harshly taught. They are ineradicable.

At the bottom of my heart I feel that the world's first task is to
destroy--utterly and totally to destroy--the threat of the force of evil
men. For that purpose the mightiest and best disciplined Army in the world
- must be created. I am deeply proud that I shall be a part of it. But also
at the bottom of my heart, a part of every breath I draw and thought I think,
is the knowledge that this war, this civil war, this revolution, cannot be
won in the field alone—that everywhere, in every walk of life and occupation,
it must be fought simultaneously. What very small part I, as a journalist,
have played in this fight to-date I must now leave to others to carry on. For
150 years, the revolutionary American people have marched steadily in the same
direction., They will continue to march. There is no doubt. There is only
the question of how soon and how well we fulfill our destiny.

- — Ralph Ingersoll --
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‘2136 R Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.
June 15, 1942

Dear Ralph:

A good cartoonist could show "Road to Vietory 19L3 Model at Fall Dis-

Play". At the wheel General Somervell who is now drawing up his pro-
duction organization in the Army-Navy Procurement, as Nelson fails to
function and is shelved off to the material shortage problem, which of
course he can not solve, and where he will get his exit in spite of his

rare oratorical powers and his rare personality--who ultimately cannot Sia~\
what ain't so.

Along side of Somervell should be Roosevelt, leaning forward, with his
eyes straight ahead, straining to see, and his hand shading his eyes,
blind both to Somervell and the boys in the back seat. 1In the back seat
are Hopkins and Jesse Jones. It is the old business of the capitalist
and the politician on the cushions.

Aong the side of the road stands Henry Wallace with a field corn back-
ground and the plain folks--a man and a woman about the same size as
Henry=-all thumbing a ride. And with this cartoon the attached full
page editorigl. The heading of the whole page is "Victory 19L3 Model".

Another follow-up would be Somervell building a war production machine
in a shop of workers all in officers' uniform--no civilians. Jones and
Hopkins are admiring it. The car is labeled "Victory Model 19L3". Ne}-
son is leaving for the outside of the shop. The President coming in

the door, says, "How are you doin', Don?" This second cartoon, would

of course, have an editorial follow-up, but I would not want to spend
any more time on the idea, and I know that you would believe a public
service was in all this.

Sincerely yours,

C_.

Charles E. Marsh
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Dallas, Texas
August 13, 19k2

Dear Ralpht

I am having a beautiful time today looking at the great Mary
louise who has collapsed from a small little breeser in a

Texas campaign,

We have eight dT to go with ths vote of about 55% to LiS¥
against us, and I had depended upon Mary louise not to throw
a rider on the bend, Of course she declares she will be up
tomorrow and at 'em,

The present secrstary is taking thcse notes in front of Mary
Lméae in bed, We have a hotel stenographer doing the lag
WOTIXKe

FLASH - Mary louise is resding your book, "America is ‘orth
Fighting Fore" I think this i{s terrible because she is

posed to be fighting against O'Daniels and is taking a

day with you JBBOBDEBEBBEHEEROOE (deleted hy censor), CUT-IN,
Mary Louise speakings Have you a cure for a stiff am .
caused by writing over-much for a man who is more garrulous
than guerilla,

FLASH 2 - Marsh speakings This B -~ H i{s saying that I am
not war like as you are and that you write better than I,

I lmow you are busy getting into base training, so will sign
off, expept to sey it has been lots of fun with little chance
of suesess, but sixty-thousand German bloods of Texas think
0'Daniels and :'s pride of last Aurust of "Send the boys home
vote" is the hot stuff, And then there are a few labor haters
such as Charles E, Marsh and all the friends of yesteryear,

Honestly I feel as if I had betrayed my olass. I cannot find
a.gr:ruﬂfor speaking to the friends of 1938 when I left these
Pa ®

If you have a moment you may get me until the 22nd of August
(very incidentally M, L) at the Adolpims Hotel, Dallas, where
a letter will reach me,

Sincerely,

Mr. Ralph ersoll Charles E, Marsh

£ Company ¢ 533 d Engineer
Amphibian
c‘m Hmms ? h’.
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. NOT MUCH BALONEY

When a rather queer egg named Ralph In-
gersoll, editor of the more than slightly
“tefched” New York tabloid newspaper ex-
perimens called “PM,” was jerked out of his|:
sanctum by the draft board and packed off |'
to the army amid shrieks that he was an in-
dispensable master of his journalistic hounds,
his'loudly voiced contention that the press|
should be - exempt from calls te the -coun-|
try's armed service received no support that
we Jknow: of from anyone of importanece-in
the] profession. which he claimed. -On .the:
contrary there was, a general disclaimer of-
any such attitude and much spirited rebuke
of dngersoll for having even mentioned so
abHorrent a thought.

Nevertheless Ingersoll proceeded to make,
out, a ease, which he argued right up to'

’
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train time—~~when he saw it would do no good
and beat the rap by enlisting. Although his
local draft board held firm, selective service
officials at. Washmgton hemmed and haw-
ed over the case, and set forth some “may-
be” and ‘might” ambiguities which left the

door ‘slightly ajar for exempting or defer-|

ring ngwspaper employes should any pub-
lisher have the bad taste to request it. Since
then——Just the other day—the matter was
put in mere definite form, with z listing of
specifie newspaper jobs for which deferment
could be allowed. The job which Ingersoll
held—he was the editor—was not mention-
ed but nevertheless “PM” triumphantly
cried, in a made-up dispatch of its own from
Washington, that “Ralph Ingersoll’s fight

for recognition of the wartime value of the

press and radio was recognized by selective
service headquarters in listing 92 occupa-
tions in the communications service (in-

-|cluding newspapers) as ‘activity essential to
_|support of the war effort’.”

While the ruling was by no means that
broad, other newspapers seem to have got
some such notion and are as incensed over
it as “PM” is happy. Among those taking
sour notice‘is our neighbor the Miami Her-
ald, which went into a conniption of denun-
ciatien. Erroneously describing the action
as “permitting deferment of a newspaper
man at request of his employer on a show-
ing that he is performing an essential op-
eration,” the Herald exclaims: ‘“Newspaper-
men are not thankful for this bit of official
baloney. They scout the idea that Ameri-
can publishers, editors and reporters are im-
portant enough to be exempted from mili-
tary duty.”

Well, so does the selective service bureau.

Its list of those who might be excused point-!

edly omits “publishers, editors and report-
ers”’—except in just one category. “Maga-
zine editors”’—the fellows who hold that end
of the business together and have a finger
in every pie, can beg off, one to a paper we
assume. But other editors like Ingersoll,
the one who wrote the Herald piece and the
one writing this one, will be marched away.
with publishers and reporters, who weren’t
even listed by inference unless in active|
service as war correspondents. l

e e e —
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Which, as we’ve said before along with the
rest of them that is absolutely as it should be.
Sure it’s a wrench. As that long array of
service emblems covering our window proud-
ly testifies, this establishment has already

suffered ‘quite a few dislocations that have|

been mighty hard to repair. Right now
we’re due for another. Our city editor, Ron-
ald Halgrim, is awaiting delayed orders, hav-
ing waived his second call draft number and
volunteered himself to the head of the next
Lee county quota. He's of about Ingersoll’s
age and circumstance, and is as valuable to
this little paper as anybody could be to the
bedlam in “PM.” Having been here a long
time, since way back in his cub days, he
knows the town, its people, and by all means
its haunts, so thoroughly that he is literally
irreplaceable. Yet no one in the manage-

ment thought of trying to dissuade him from ||

the. duty. whizh- he. sought and though he
is strlctly a peaceable citizen when his coun-
try is not at war, we have no doubt he would

have gone into belligerent actionhad defar-|

ment’ been suggested because of his value
to the paper.

The very idea of any other attitude is as
revolting as the Miami Herald so scornfully
states it. But newspapers needn’t get up on
their ears in resenting an insult that wasn't
offered. The occupations which selective
service listed as entitled to exemption were
mostly mechanical, or at any rate more, tech-
nica] than making up words to pound out on
a typewriter. It mentioned such as platen-
press operators, teletype installers, radio rig-

gers, telephone station supervisors and the;

like, the object being, we have an idea, not
80 much to preserve them for the newspap-
ers, radio and other communications ser-
vices with which they are now employed but
to keep them with their hands in so that
the government can beckon when it needs
them for work in their line.

In any case this is pretty much an aca-
demic diseussion. We never heard of a news-
‘paper except PM that ever tried to get any-
body deferred, or even thought of anything
so despicable. It’s an affront, of course, to
have the suspicion raised but there’s no use
in making it worse than it is by jumping
selective service for something it didn’t do.
It has done and is doing plenty to justify
criticism but it is not offering “baloney” to

the newspapers as a means of turning away |.

wrath.
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2136 R Street, R.%.
%'!Man. D.c.
Xovember 30, 1042

Dear Ealpha
Your two letters pretty well brought us up to date.

You ask, "Wmt's doing?" Pbuuuu;im.hbly the bravest
statement sinos November eighth was 's remark gquestion=
ing the politiocsl manceuvers around Darlan. If he had been
a phrase maker, he might have said, "Dollars for Darlan.”
Ultimately it will cost more lives than the prioce in lives
saved now,.

Of course I am looking at it on the long pull and the people
of course are "seeing the victories.”

laturally the Spanish situation is the irmadliate thing.

On inside Amerioca, we are having a very rapid group of moves
by the Army looking toward the necessitles of 1943 all the
way {rom rationing to Army designations for college llfe as
the eighteen~nineteens come under the Army control. Neturale
ly 1 would have preferred college seloctess to come from in-
tellesctusl controls possibly checksd and approved by oivillan
sources having the war in mind,

Wall Street feels that they will get Dewey. He will beoome
gore internationally liberal in statement, but is astually
more nationalistio than ever, His group probably contains

the smartest of the hew York property money brains, They
will attagk Wallace through Howard-Pegler on the ground that
he ought to remain constitutional Vice President and gquit
weddling., The conservative demooratic line whish has tie-u
through Daruch and otlLors you lnow of, with ¥all Street, will
attaock Wallace as a bdungler., The old lew Dealers of the Cor-
coran~Cohen sohool will limson with Baruoh (and even your
Frankfurter perbaps) to come out at the proper time with Doug-
las as the strong executive as Byrnes wears out. The very Job
Byrnes has to placate the Semate wnleh is going to be a partuer
in the peace, will make Byrnes a middle~of=the-roader, and
therefor sventually without color in the gensral dsbsole which
may take in Henderson and Eelson and leNutt, The President

is woving new figures like lshman into position snd probably
would liks to reach out for Douglas now, although that would


https://1114clle-ot-\u-road.or
https://thl'ou.gh
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weaken the Supreme Court liberal position there, Those who
would meke Douglas Fresident have advised him to stay on the
Court until there is no one else and tne publie demand Las
built up pressure and until the President calls him in with
a "must” order to come to the White House in a full tiaze job
as exeocutive President,

This time probably would not be bdefore Meraeh though things
move {ast now both in Burope and here, The smart enemies of
liveralism who see the necessity of destroying Wallace guloke
ly will attack Wallace probably on the very broad line of in-
sptitude. PFor pudblieity they probably will use their Senate
and House falss liverals in some investigation of the BEW ws
s oresck-pot, Commanist, anji-natiomal and intermatiooal group
whish should be eliminated if America is to have a truly Amer~
ioan front at the pemoe table. They will acocuse the BEW of
hindering the war and being dangerous to the peave, The tim-
ing of this attack will be based first on what the Army man-
osuvers do to the civilian {ront and upon the datinmg of the
coming eleotlons,

Farley is very busy travelling, speelalising on lining up his
0ld orowd through the sation against fourth term Rooseveltism,
He is isularly strong,; of course, with the demoaratie, city
Irish Catholie groups, but the purely organization demooratio
oontrol in Jouth Dmkota, lilnnesota, Wisconsin, and lontana,

is largely either of this faith or in sympsathy with the Parley
persomality. The viotories of Curley in Masssohusetts and
the militant Cight of the Cardinal egainst Birth Control, has
revitalised the oonservative Catholia forces of FHew England
into a militant group wilol are certsinly not pro-Rocsevelt
and undoubtedly are aware of the danger of a NoscoweNaghinge
ton line to Catholio demanda in post-war South and Central
Burope.

Outside ol the Spanigh situation wrioh politieally seems to-
day to be slipping toward the Hitler side without Catholic
opposition, we have the acosleration of the Frensch conserva-
tives behind the Cathelis royaliasts of the Pstain school,

Broadly, Yestern Europe politios is toueh and go. The aon~

servativos seem to oomtrol all the way from our own State

Department to the Jesult group in Rome through the property

and religious classes of Spain, Portugal, Prance, and Italy

with probably what reswmins of the military professionals aid-

R&:g 'ﬁo broad thought that the rulne of !dwir must save from
881A,

Singerely,

Charlos £, Marsh

Lisutenant Ralph Ingersecll
Canp Edwards, Massachusetts.
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