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2136 B Strast » He #.
Nﬂﬂhin@ton 8 » D.C.
Hovember 6, 1043

Dear GClaude:

Hending bthe detalls of the 85 to § vote this morn-
ing, I feel that you should have the lmr$ast indi-
vidual oredit.

The teschnical position was that somebody had to hit
the line hard from our side and then hold the line
until somebody from Moseow reported. Then, of
oourse, the rest was eansy end our team had a walk-
away.

Looking ahead, I think it most important that you
take ebsolutely chance with 1944. I belisve I oan
help you here-=~ths sooner the better. Name your
eign. I may ride to Plorida with you on your next
trip.

Sinoerely,

Charles &, Mareh

senator Cleude Pepper,
fhe Senate O{fige Baildin:,
Washington, D.C,



ADDRESS OF SENATOR CLAUDE PEPPER OF FLORID. AT THZ

AMERIC.N-SOVIET FRIENDsSHIP, INC. TENTH NNIVERS.Y

OF THY ESTABLISHMENT OF DIPLOM..TIC REL~TIONS BETWEEN

THZ UNITED ST.T&s sND THE wOVIET UNION, M.DISON SWUsRE

G~RDEN, NEW YORK CITY, MOND.Y EVENING, NOVEMBER 6,1643
G:15 P.l.

Ten years ago the governments of two great nations, both born in the struggle
for man's freedom and each dedicated to the attainment of & better life for its
people, clasped hands in friendship.

Ten years ugo we were proud to call Russia friend. Today we ure prouder still
t0 call her honored all y.

In that resumption of trust and good-will, we in smerica gave recognition,
under our flag, to a nation of heroes. Tonight, in saluting Soviet Russia, I
proud so to describe, so to identify, that nation and her valiant people.

For today the United ©tates und Soviet Russia are more than friendly members
of a world community, neighbors who have found a way of living in good grace to-
gether. Today those hands that reach acrcss the sea are closed in more than a
gesture. Together they are tightening in a death-grip on the throat of a common
foe. They are crushing out the life of an uggressor who knows not the meaning of
freedom, who speuaks not the language of trust and good-will.

This winter, on the white reaches of western Russia, ths forces of that
aggressor will bes driven nearer, day by day, to the scene of their full and
proper retribution. Generul Franco of Spain, we are told, is withdrawing his
Blue Division. But in the months ahead, over those bitter, war-scarred plains ,
will go others, their Swastika in tatters, their armies crushed. This winter in
Russia there will be many very blue divisions. '

Meanwhile, to the roar of the victory guns of uoscow, = new triumph, a new
step towards u victorious future, hus beentaken .together by these two nations and
their other mighty w=llies, Great Britain and China. «t otalingrad the military
effort of fascism met its supreme test and fauiled. =«t lioscow the political and
economic effort of unti-fugcism met its supreme test and won.

The solid reality that emerges from thc woscow conference - four great powers
molded into a mighty modern s»tlas, bearing upon its shoulders a« new world - is
steady, stable, strong.

The architects of the peace that is to comv know this well. They know that
only through the good offices of resalistic leadership cun the confidencé of
nations survive. They know also the firm base of mutusal trust and confidence upon
which rests the abiding friendship of the United States and the Soviet Union.

Let us examine that base, Of what stuff is it mada? Why should we in smerica
trust the Soviet Union ard join her in the commitment to w lasting peuce? Why
should we not listen rather to the haters und baiters, the Christiun Fronters and
their unchristian backers, to the counsels of feur and suspicion, some of them
emanating from high places? Why should we not be frightened by the wuil of the
lonely isolationist growing lonelier?

For un answer, I turn first to the Russian people themselves and the
magnificent fight they arc making. I do not have to tell you much about thutTs
The world knows of the Red ~rmy, of the guerilus of the matchless sacrifices of
the people. Those stories have found their way intc -meric.n heurts. They have
blended with the ¢pics of the ages. ,

Secondly, I turn for ny answer to Russian leadership. I borrow the words of
Premier Joscph Stalin, from an address given on the twenty-fifth wnniversary of
the October Revolution. I quote:



"The program of action of the Anglo-Soviet-American coslition is: Abolition
of racial exclusiveness; equality of nations and integrity of their territories;
liberation of the enslaved nations and the restoration of their sovereign rights;
the right of every nation to manage its affairs in its own way; economic aid
to nations that have suffered and assistance in establishing their material
welfare; restoration of democratic liberties; and destruction of the Hitler
regime " '

mhere, my fellow Americans, is another charter of aim and aspirations to
which we proudly subscribe, as we did to the Atlantic charter to which the
Soviet Union has pledged herself. Those worde express no new sentiments for
the Soviet Union. From the time the League of Nations admitted Russia only,
mind you, after the exit of Cermany, the League had no more faithful friend
or eloquent defender than the Soviet Union, The same League, mind you, which
we did not join. And we will never forget Munich, ignoble Munich, from which
the Soviet Union was excluded. The same Munich, remember, from which we were
as absent as from the League of Nations. 7hat did Russia do as the sword of
Hitler was raised over the head of Czechoslovakia? Russia stood up to her
enemy and her obligation., I quote from the speech, the memorable speech, of
Maxim Litvinoff in the assembly of the League of Nations, September 21, 1938:

"It was only two days ago that the Czechoslovak Govermment for the first
time addressed a formal inquiry to my government,whether the U. S. 5, R. is
prepared, in accordance with the Soviet-Czeeh pact, to render to Czechoslovakia
immediate and effective aid if France remains loyal to her obligation and
renders similar assistance, and to this inquiry my government gave a clear
answer in the affirmative." End quote,

Those words--"immediate and effective aid"--meant one thing: Fight,
Among the major powers, Soviet Russia alone was ready and willing to do just
that, in the showdown against the aggressor. And tims and again, through
those fateful years that led to Hitler's march, Russia alone kept the faith,
Therefore I say, my friends, if past performance be the measure of fitness
for high trust, let the nation with a better record than this cast the first
stone!

But what of Japan? iken we shall have finished with Hitler, some ask,
will Russis help us do the other job of needed extermination., Why is she not
pitching in there now against Tojo and hig bandit gang? What assurance. have
we? Gilive us a sign!

The sign, fellow Americans, is written in the irrevocable pages of history.
Russia has a Pearl Harbor of her own to remember, thirty-seven ysars oldér
than ours, ‘ithout declaration of war, without offense or justification,
Japan, on February 8, 1904, struck and dsstroyed the major part of the Russian
fleet at.Port Arthur. It was the samc dastardly kind of attack as she loosed
upon us in 1941, And Rugsia remombers, Russia knows the practical, down-
to-ecarth reasons why she may expect the stab in the back from Japan--if ever
she is caught off guard--just as she knows the hard, practical reasons why
she can place her full trust in America,

If you want the key to national policy, seek it in national interest., The
reasons that lay behind Port Arthur have marked Japan and Russia as enemies
at least through this century. T:cy are still enemies., I have no doubt that
when Russia feegls safe on one frontier, she will give due attention--complete
with ships, planes and men of the Red Army and Navy--to the other, And do
not be deceived, Premier Hideki Tojo himself knows that on the books of Russia,
he and his worried little colleagues in crime are a plece of unfinished business,
It is the o0ld story of war strategy, Nobody, oursclves included, invites =
defensive war on two fronts at the same time,

More than many of us might suspect the simple factors of the land, size
and position have drawn us and Russia together in thc nast, It is no
coincidence that in every international crisis Armerica has faced in more than
a century past, Rirssia has always turned up at her side, % was no historical
accident that during the Civil Wrr the avwnarance of the Russian fleset in
New York Harbor offered relief to the Union from a perilous strain of its
outgide relationships. It was no accident that when other powers, toward the
end of the last ccntury, were reaching for Hawaii, Russia, through instructions
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to her Ambassador at Washington, advised our government thet she would look
with favor upon American acouisition of this essentisl outpost in the Pacifie,

Certainly it 1s no accident that today, marching together through the ordeal
of fire, these two nations, through their sceredited spokesmen, are able to
announce that they see eye to eye in their first look at the world in prospect
after military victory. It is not by chance that the part of each in that
world will be large, nor that our cooperation will be close and cordial., It
13 not by chance that the Russian people are today intensely interested in
America, in American culture and American science, nor thet we here are listen-
ing to the songs of the Red Army, to the moving symphonies of great Russian
composers past and present, and reading the deathless stories of Russian writers.

That dynamic interplay vhich springs from the heart of the people is already
well on its way. 014 fallecies and false labels fade before it. In rushing
through our lend-lease program, we have cured ourselves of bookkeeper's cramps, .
and the Russians know that America 1s not measuring viectory in dollars. In’
dollars, nc nation hes a better credit record than Soviet Russia, e in
America believe that eredit record will be as good in the priccless commoditics
of human understanding that dollars cannot buy,

Most of the peomle of the world are workers. Ilence, no world organization
which springs from the will of the peonle can fail to make one of its primary
cbjectives--one of its most vital and real purposes--lifting ur to new heighths,
raising to new standards, of skill and living, the men and women who wear the
honored uniforms of labor,

No nation has mads the welfare of the cormon man nore her national objective
than Russia, In the building of that magnificent edifice of a new world order,
wherein shall reside a healthy, busy, happy and pesceful pecple, we know the
Soviet Union will leave its own honored craftsman's mark,

The great words of the Moscow conference have fourd ccho in = recent resolu-
tion of the United Statss Serate. Hardly less than the Moscow declaration
has the uttcrance of a body wiich assumes to be the final arbiter of American
foreign policy, a body which rcpudiated the Treaty of Versailles and the
League of Natinns, given assurancc and new hope to the world., If we keep the
pledge of that resolution, theore will be no World War Mumber Threoe, .But
shall we keop it? The vote had no more than been countcd upon the resolution
in the Scnate, beforc a Senator was om his feet prevonting the Majority Leader
of the Scnate from notifying the President of the adoption of the resolution,
as being in the nature of advice to the President, ' This Senator was vigorously
pointing out that it was not advice in the constitutional secnse of the Senate
but the mcre éxpression of opinion, with the implication that it might change
like the wind, . *

Romember that all the way throvgh the debate on the resolution it was
insisted that it not be regerdod as binding the Senate to anything not sub-
seoquently to be ratified by a two~thirds majority of the Scnate,

Can the people, thercfore, assurzs that this pledge of cooncration and
collaboration can be kept to our allies and our dcad, if the present constitu-
tional mrovision which gives one-third plus one of the voting Senators of the
Senate not only the pewer of filibuster and of illimitable dclay, but of defeat-
ing a troaty which, like the Treaty of Versailles, hed the overwhelming support
of a majerity of the Senatc and the country and the support of the hopos and
the praycrs of the world?

I have been forcad to the cconclusion that the retention of that power in
such a minority in the face of oxporicnece and the muny end varied stresses
and strains of our population upon which play in Senators, as in othsr people,
the normal humen frailtics in a world so complex a8 ours, iz a dahger to the
segeurity and tlhe peace of the United Sfates and tho world,

The prineiple of checks end balances in our syst-m of GCovornment con be
even better proserved and the monace of so groat a power in the hands of so
fow vemoved by making the retification of trecaties to which we are a porty
depend rather upon a majority of tho membors of tho Senate and the House cof
Representetives rather than two-thirds of the Senate. And, in the making of
the change, the majority of the membors of the Scmate end the Housc of
Ropresentatives rather than two-thirds of the Senetc, And, in the making of
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the chango, the majority in ocither body must have the uncuestionable power,
not only to vote but to avoid willful and purnoscful ohstruction of so vital
a mattor as a treaty.

Let us take away so dangoerous a weapon from the hands of the isolationists,
It 1s not enough to profess dcmocracy. It is not ceven cnough to save demoeracy,
We have the harder task, to make democracy work, so that its machincry shall
carry out the wills -and the aspirations, nay realize the dreams, of free
peoples, ' '

To those who gave their lives, to the T'emocracy which such a rulo outrages
before the God who gave them their lives, squondered in war, let us make the
solemn pledge., ‘Je shall not repeat the sorry performance of 1920, the minority
shall not rule.

Who of us in gazing upon this new nnd vast thing in the carth, the Soviet
Nation, ean fail "¢ Mes2r ringing back across three centurics. tho words of
John Milton.

WMotrf@xs“ I sec in my mind a noble 2nd puissant nation,

rousing horself like a strongman after slcep, and shaking

her invineible locks. DMethinks I sce her as an eagle mewing
her mighty youth, and kindling her undazzled eyes at the full
midday beam; purging and unscaling hor long-nbuscd sight at

tho fountain itsclf of heavenly radiance; while the wholo noise
of timorous and floecking birds, with thosc also that love the
twilight, flutter about, amazed at what she mezns,,."
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