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Address by Senator Claude Pepper of Florida 
The .•\merican-Soviet Friendship Meeting 

In Celebration of the 10th Anniversary of Diplomatic Relations · 
between the U.S.A. and the U ..s.s.R. 

Academy of W.usic, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,. November 4, 1943 

• 

On June 22, 1941, Adolph Hitl er, after due consultation with 
intuitions, took the plunge into the deepest milit.1ry guar::mire 

knovm to modern man. It vias a :proud army which he sent on the.t day 
into Soviet Russia--thougb not too proud to follmi t:te :prescribed Axis 
pe.tter·n of the treac:1erous snaak-r,unch in violation of rast agreements. 

At that tirae we in Arr.erica heard the prediction of certain 
home-r,rown expAI·ts on international affa.irs--the prediction that Hitle:r' s 
war me.c'.i1ine would crush the Red Army--and I :iu.ote--v;ithin two months. 
Un(lUOte. 

It hes bean a lone tno months. 

tam not one of those expert$. But I welcome , along with 
millions of other Am9ricanf3 , the op:;:>ortunity which this occasion offers, 
just after the mos t triumphant of all 1:1is s i011s to t:oscow, to look back 
over the inspiring record oi' our callant ally in war, and to look a­
head to the no less inspiring certainty that she will he our ally in 
peace. 

The tradition of friendship between these two great nations, 
the U. s. and the U.S. s. R., dates b3ck years beyond the attacks 
which have made us warring allies • .And events of the last few days, 
t he signal victories that have been achieved both on t!1e battlefield 
and at the council table, are enough in themselves to f ill our hea1?ts 
with gratitude t o our 01m national leader.ship which, a dece.de ago, 
committed. ot1.r count~~ to U.e r ecogni tion of and establishment of firm 
friendship with the Soviet Union. 

The ohara~ter of t hat recogni tion wr...s r ealistic, as has been 
the character of deal111gs between the se two nations ever s ince--and as 
we feel both confident and gratified t hat they viill continue to be. 
For realism, which ht:s ~ever :oat v1el l a.mo:ig t he myths of 3erchtesgaden 
nor attended the hemisyiheric :pipedr.oar:is of Tokio, is t he very m~bstance 
and lifeblood of a lasting friendship arr;ong nations. 

For it's own good r easons--es:pecially- collective security-
and aid in its own i~dustrialization, the Soviet Union sought collabora­
tion with us. And for our ovm roasons--our foresichted suspicion of 
:possible trouble with Japan and o.lso for the give and take of commerce 
in l)rospect, we '!/Jelcomed that collaboration. 

On November 18, 1933, two days after the reest~blishment of 
dtplomati~ relations, Presi~ent Roosevelt surmed it up by declaring 
that the iirrpelling motive of the Soviet-American conversations vms--I 
quote--"the desire of both countries for yes.ce and for the strengthening 
of the p~aceful purposes of' the civilized world •. 't 

That dtisire still lives. Through the ordeal of fire, through 
the honr of ;nounting doubt as t he aggressor made his terrible bid for . 
supremacy, it turned fro:.n .desire to an unshakable resolve::. Today, as 
the arr:1ies of four gr ea t po,-mrs score triumph ~i'ter triumph ovor the 
breaking ranks of that sane ener.'!.y, it turns 1'rom r esolvc to certainty. 

As one of the terms under which diI'lorr.atic relationship was 
reestablished, the Soviet govcrnr.:.ent u:r..dertook to "respect scrupulously 
the indisputable right of the United States to order its own life within 
its own jurisdiction in its own wa~r .. tt Among other promises, both r,arties 
to the agreement were J:lledged to r efrain from any act tending to incite 
or encourag0 arrnod intervention. This latter llas boen regarded by many 
specialists in international law as equivalent to a pledge of non-aggression. 

Bo.th ne.tions h:we 11 ved up to their word. .And the accord which 
was entered ten years ago by nen and !'leoples of good will has, in peace 
and in war, brought forth a harvest in these intervening years many times 
richer than either party could have foreseen. 



What momentous years they have been! They have brought us, 
here in .America, through the passing of an old, an outworn set of 
traditions and practices, and into the path that leads our people 
toward a greater share in the four freedoms. ·:ie have witnessed, in 
those yes rs, a vast resurgance of the democratic spirit, a renascence 
so insistent that total war, t1orld war, cannot permanently hold it 
in check. 

In that renewal of hope for the corunon man, the Soviet Union 
and the United Stl'ltes have worked and ~arched side by side. Today, 
with Great 3ritain, China and their other allies , they are fi ghting 
side by side. Lest anyone doubt the program of ac tion of our Soviet 
ally, let me ci_uote fro!'l aTl. address by the Soviet leader, Joseph Stalin, 
given on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the October Revolution. I 
quote: 

"The program of action of the Anglo-Soviet-.'.\.merican coalition 
is: Abolition of racial exclusiveness; equality of nations and integrity 
of their territories; liberation of the enslaved nations and the restora­
tion of their sovereign rights; the right of every nation to manage its 
affairs in its ovm way; economic aid to nations that have suffered and 
assistance in establishing their mat erial welfare; res toration of 
democr:itic liberties ; and destruction of the Hitler regime." 

During the ten years of our good-neighborhood with the Soviet 
Union \~e have mutually lived up to other obligations. Long before the 
inception of the lend-lease program--before there was need of that-­
Ai:nerican was supplying goods and serVices and the skills of men to 
help speed our neighbor's tre~endous program of industrialization. Our 
engineers helr,ed to build the great dams and power projects and factories, 
helped set up the originals after which other s , dotting the vast experience 
of the Soviet Union, were modeled. And in business as in political commit­
ments, the Russians have kept t heir word. No nation's credit has been 
better than that of Soviet Russia. 

It was fitting that t here should have evolved this meeting of 
minds, this recognition of m1.1tual purposes, between the United States and 
the Soviet Union. 3ehind it" tlcre had been a long tradition of friend­
ship--again based solidly on t he r ealism t hat some care to call self­
interest, but which, among nations, i s th~ only tradition of frien.dship 
which has any r eal i~surance value . 

There are many of these practical, dovm-to-earth common denomi­
nators, the most strikinB, of course, being t he fact thut t hese great 
powers are the world's two dominant continental nations. There is more 
in this than geogr aphy. For this kind of geography overlaps into and 
vitally affects the thinkine , the planning of these nations for the 
future of t heir peoples. The Russians, like us, must do everything in a 
big way. They have gone into the vast stretches of Siberia, through the 
for ests, t he ir great mountains and long rivers, much a s ,·1e swashbuckled 
into the fronti er of our gr eat we st. Even when they stage a Stalingrad, 
they stage a good big one , begging Nazi troops by the. hundreds of 
thousands, and not f ailing to como hoI!l.e with every·bocl.y from the e;enerals 
on dovm. · 

This way of t hinking , of doing , draws us togot hrJr. It is no 
mere coincidence t h.a t in every great international cr isis t hat we 
Ar:1aricans have had to fac e over tl:e past hundred years, t he Russians 
have always turned up a t our side. 

It was no accident of history, therefore , that during the Civil 
:lar, a t a time when 1~e1ationships of the Union with power s outside its 
borders were in a particularly shaky s t at e , t he :<ussian fleet a:ppeared 
in New York Harbor. It ,ms no accident t hat when other pov,er s were 
reaching out for the Hawaiian I s lands toward t he close of the l ast century, 
Rus sia , through instructions s ent to her ambassador o.t ~foshington, advised 
our government that she would look •.1i th favor on Ame rican ac~ui s i tion of 
t he isl~ds, and in giving us this assurance of her attitude, strengthened 
our mm determination to add this vital defens e outpost. 

:/hen Russia sold Alaska to us--not for love but for money and 
for common sense practicality--she lmew that in relin~uishing her only 
ter ritory in the western hempispher e she would be in no way endangering 
herself, but, on the contrary, adding to her own and our safety. It is 
ten minutes by ai.r from .American territory to Soviet Russia. On a clear 
sunmer day an .Arnerican, s tanding on the. shore of the Bering Straits, can 
see the faint blue outlines of Russian mountains on the Asiatic continent. 



Across that narrow strip of water the bond has been one of good 
living-together, cooperation in respect to the business and co!!lillerce of 
the North Pacific, peaceful conduct of the fishery and the sealing industry, 
and the build5.ng u:p of a long tradition of good will. 

The recognition of Russia in 1933 was a wholesome and fitting · 
revival of that tradition. -;nthin ten years we have seen it grow, until, 
under stress of attack by a corri.mon eneL1y, it has come to magnificent 
fruitier. in a relationship that goes deeper than the ties of geography 
or commerce, more m'3an:ngful than the mere coexi s ter.ce of neighbors at 
:peace. This newer, mm.·e intimate rela tionship is curtain to continue and 
to grow. The t-:oscow Conference is only one expression of it. 'i'here 
will be others--1n action as v1ell as in words. 

Of course 1 t :iis. growth has not been free of opposition, of 
setbacks, of all sorts of hazards. All along the way, it has run into 
the constant ne ed oi' public education. And •ae have am.one; us today-­
particularly ir. the remaining hard cores of isolationism--those who 
cling to their suspicions, their prejudic E:s, their frayed and sho,ldy 
weave of outworn fe-'1rs, their tall tales of the red bogeyr.',an, 

Herr Gt,sbbels is not unaware of the presence arnong us of this 
bogey bri~ade. Ui'l until a fe,·i days ago, t.e believed the game was still 
~1orth 9layinf:; --the effort to reach them with anguished vn.rnings of the 
"coming boshevization of Europe." \f-.;.1en t l:..e r esults of the Moscow 
Conference were made knovm, that game vias up• 

But while diplor.iatic missions can a.ct in good faith and act 
quickly, divisive fenr and studied hate do not vanish overnight. The 
minorities t hat have nurs ed these fear s , this bias, hnve been at ·aork 
a long time. In his book , "Mission to iv.i:oscow," Ambassador Joseph 
Davies said: 

"What if Stalin defeats Hitler? ilill not communism then sweep 
Europe?. , .Hitler stooges have been trying to frighten us into the 
belief that coremunism will destroy our form of eovernment if the Soviet 
Union defeats Hitlar. That is just plain bunk. It is bad medicine. It 
is an unintelligent as it is un;iatriotic and un.,..American." 

Over and above its value as an instrument of co!Y'.mon accord, I 
believe aIJd hope t he }foscow Conference wiJ 1 :r,rove of needful service in 
speeding . along this public education. I do not exrect the career 
isolationists to give up their unsavory work as a result of it. Bnt I 
do not see how they can well ansv1er the compact point if they are con­
frontsd ·., i th it. Their f ears all look to the future and ic;nore the 
,ast. Certainly none of the nations signatory to that compact can 
present a more convincine exhibit of evidence of good intention, based 
on the record since Hi tlar went on the march, or even since the last 
vmrld war, then can Soviet Russia, 

Let us glance back, then, over that record, and examine the 
basis of the Soviet Union's claim to good faith in once ?.gain e spousing 
the cause of collective security against ageression. This nation, which, 
we must remeL1ber, was not admitted to the League of Nations until Germany 
withdrew in 1934, sont Max;im Litvin.off as its representative in the 
council of the Leagt~e. On March l?, 1936, Litvinoff told the council: 

":'le are for internation agreement which would not only fortify 
the present mainstays of peace, but would if possible set up new ones. 
\le are for partici9ation in such an agreement of all countries desirous 
of doing so. But , .,e al'.e opposed to granting to .a state withdrawing from 
the Laague of Nations, grossly violating int ernational treaties and 
engaged in sword-rattling, t he privilege of dictating to all Europe its 
conditions of negotiation•••I ~eclare on behalf of my government t hat 
it is ready to take part ·in all measures that.may be proposed to the 
Council of tl:e Leage by the Locarno Powars and will be acceptable to the 
other members of the Council." 

In July of 1936, Litvinoff told the League: 

"If I sa~• all this in the intGres t of strengthening peace, I 
armot do otherwise than mention the measure which the• Soviet Union has 
always considered the I'laximum guarante e of y,eace, I mean com:ple t o disarmament • .•• 
But while this radical measure is in abeyance, all we can do is to 
strengthen the League of l"ations as an instrument 

0 

of peace, To strengthen 
the League of Nations is to abide by the principle of collective security••• 

-
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We .must recognize that at the present time there is not one state, large 
or small, that is not open to ai;gression, and that even if the next war 
spares one state or another, she must, sooner or later, attract the 
longing eyes of the victorious aggressor." 

On March 17~ 1938, after Austria had been invaded and while 
Czechoslovakia was threatened, the Litvinoff told the foreign press 
correspondents: 

;'I -: an say on behalf of the Government that, on its part, it 
is ready B J b0fore to join in collective actiona which, decided jointly 
with it, woulC. have the purpose of c.rrostine f urthor development of 
aggression ••• It agrees to proceed ir:,mediately to discuss practical . 
measures, dictated by circurnstanc es, ,·1ith other powers in the League of 
?Tat ions or outside it• Tamor r01N may be too late, but today there is 
timo yat, if all States, particularly groat States, take up a firm, 
unambiguous standpoint on the problem of the collective salvation of 
peace." 

Of suC>h doos thci record consist. Can T.'>J O shov, a better one? 
Can any other nation on earth now como forward with the record of its 
efforts to avort war, and offer better proof of its intentions for the 
future, in the form of actions of the past? In the preface to his biogra:phy 
of Litvinoff, Arthur Upham Pope includes t~is paragraph: 

"One thing is clear--the statesmanship of the last thirty years 
is bankrupt. It was powerless to stay the disaster that all feared. The 
Foreign Offices which demanded to be let alone to arrange affairs as 
thoy saw fit can no longer request, 'Leave it to us.' Their policy of 
appeasement led straight to catastrophe, a los son too slowly l earned." 

When the foreign policy cf Rus.sia, under the stress of 
threatened attacks from two sides, took on tho color of isolation, it 
was hardly the becoming ~art for American accusers to point out the 
beam in hor eye. Suroly '/Jo had a visible note in our own. 

What was the character of tha t involuntary isolation into 
which tho SoviGt Union took las t resort e.ftor her best efforts at 
collaboration and collectivo security ·,·wr:3 coolly set at nothing by her 
reluctant neighbors? ·.111y did her for--ei gr.. policy tako e. new direction 
from Munich'? 

Suppose that where the Pacific wr.shos the shores of California,
1 

there was more dry land, enough land to support a cor.i.pact nation of some 
e ighty million people . Su:)pose that n::i.tion was made up of people who 
despised us, regarded us as barbari3.ns, and--last but not l o~st--would 
like very ;nuch to e;r ab . our 19.nd and cnslavo our people. Suppose that 
nation began preparing itself to do just th1.t. 

Then suppose, off the shores of our Atlantic States, thore 
lay a string of islands, on which lived other millions, another compact 
nation, with pretty much the s ame ideas about us, and \J i th a record of 
:past treachery matching perfectly t he attack on Fcarl Earbor. Suppose 
this nation wns clso getting ready. 

I suspect that under those circuznstances we would be the 
world's greotest advocates of collective security. And I suspect further 
that if our aI,>:poals for colloctive security v1ere to fall on the deaf 
ears of Soviet Russia on the one side and Britain and Continental Europe 
on the other, we, too, would begin the displcy a certain noticonble degree 
of defensive isolation, 

Against one of her enemies , the ono on hor west orn frontier, 
Hitler, the whole world knovrn and honors tho m'.:1gnif icent victorios of the 
Russians and their unrelenting de t ermination •with us to destroy utterly 
the military 8.nd war-making :power of that enemy. That will froe one 
Russian frontier from the over constant menace of another sneak attack. 

But some ask, i1hat about :Russia's enGiny on her o:,istern boundary? 
·.Jill she holp when Hitler is crushed Britain, China, the Dutch, and us to 
destroy the evil coL1.rnon enemy Tojo and his intorn::i. tional bandit gang'? 
Remember that it was tho Japanese lfavy, which on February 8, 1904, wi thotit 
a declaration of war, without offense or justification, o~cned fire upon 
the Russian Navy at Port Arthur and began the Russo-Japanese war by the 
same dastardly kind of an attack with i·1hich she launched this war upon 
us at Pearl Harbor. You would not su1)pose that Russia ha s forgotten 
that. Nor would one believe that t'Jhen Russia with us has an opportunity 
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~~ to eliminate that ever constant menace to her security in the East that 
she will pass it by. It is safe always to read national policy in terms 
of national interest.. Japan and Russia have been enemies at least rhrough 
this century. They still are enemies, and I have no doubt that when 
Russia feels that when one frontier is safe, that she will turn her 
mighty strength toward establishing an equal safety and security for the 
other in the East. For none of us, you ·1mow, 'illd that includes the 
Germans as well as the British and ourselves, like to fight a war on 
two fronts at the same time when we can help it. It is almost always 
necessary, at least, to concentrate and to emphasize war on one front, 
if it is to be well foUfht. 

Now from Moscow comes one of the greatest and heartening 
declarations of our time. He cannot suppress a great pride in what our 
aged but active and honorable Secretary af State has accomplished in 
the narae of our country. He comes home to read gratitude in a Nation's 
admiring eyes. And he brings to his fellow countrymen assurances and 
solemn promises about a grsat many things which have been the occasion 
of honest concern to some, and the fuel for prejudicial and partisan 
fire for others. Nobody can read the Moscow declaration without a new 
certainty in victory for the United ]fa.tion' s cause, witllout new con- · 
fidence that the victory we win this time shall not go with the wind. 
Listen to this joint declaration of Russia, Britain, China a'1d ourselves: 

"l. That their united action, pledged for the prosecution of 
the war against their respective enemies, will be continued for the 
organization and maintenance of peace and security. 

"2. That those of them at war with a common enemy will act 
together in all matters relating to the surrender and disarmament of 
that enemy. 

"3. That they will take all measures deemed by them to be 
necessary to :provide :;,.gainst any violation of the terms imposed upon 
tho enemy. 

"4. That they recognize the necessity of establishing at the 
earliest practicable dato a general international organization, based 
on tho principle of the sovereign equality of all peaceloving states, 

\ and open to membership by all such states, stntes, large snd small, for 
the maintenance of int ernational ~eace and security. 

"5. That for the purpose of maintaining internntional peace 
and security pending the reestablishment of law and order and the 
inauguration of a syste1;1 of general security, they will consult with 
one another and as occasion requires with other members of the United 
Nations ·with a view to joint action on behalf of tho community of 
nations. 

"6. That after the termination of hostilities they '\,\Jill not 
employ their military forces v:ithin tho t erritories of other states 
excapt for the purposes enviso.ged in this declaro.tion and after jolnt 
consultation. 

· 11 7. That they will confer and cooperate with one another 
and with other members of the United Nations to bring about a practicable 
general agreement with r espect to t:10 regulation of arnmmcnts in the 
post-war period." 

While we are fighting the vmr we are laying the structun.l 
foundations of the peace for which ;:;e fight. These four national corner­
stones arc great enough and mighty enough, indeed, to hold up like a 
new atlas, a new world. 

We in the Senato b:· the accord of all who are not still chained 
by the sentiment of isolation, have agreed upon a Senate declaration 
which specifically incorporates point number 4 of tho Moscow declaration, 
,vhich of the seven points if the pivoto.l one on post-war organiz.qtion. 
It is the intention of the Senate speaking, to echo the sentiments of 
the Moscow declaration, to give assurance to our co-signors of t hat new 
charter of a new world th::-.t .America. has at la.st rid and purged i tsclf 
of the virus of isol:J.tion and it stands today a stalwart protector of 
v1orld peace, one who will do its honornble and gre1:1. t :part to provide 
for the common defonso and to promote the general · ,1elf.:iro of ma.nkind. 

I 
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Yet my fellow Americans, this pledge of the Senate can be kept 
only if it is guaranteed by a public opinion which will never a.llovJ it 
once to waiver, Our cqnsti tutional requirement that treat.ies be 
ratified by tno-third vote of the Senntors present and voting in the 
Son9.te when the vote is had, in a country like ours of many religions, 
many races, of intense political partisanship, of many emotional and 
economic stresses .:ind strains, i s a precarious foundation for any 
sustained and forthright foreign policy by ou~ government. It would 
seem only fair to say that if the Senate is to insist upon its 
prerogative, which the Constitution clearly gives it, ·to be the final . . 
arbiter of .American foreign policy, that that prerogative must be . 
exercised before treaties are made as well as afterward. Surely the 
Senate can ill-afford to say that however many nations may gather to­
gether in conm1on counsel, however momentous may be the i~sues that they 
decide, however delicate may be the equilibrium which wise statesman­
ship and co::1n1onsense comprise may bring about, however gr0at the need 
for haste in re '=I.Ching international accord ma.y be, that the Senate may 
comfortably sit by and see all of such a great drarn.:i rele.tively unmoved, 
and then in due course when the document i s presented as a formal 
instrument, a s the curt ain of the conference f alls, bring it under the 
dissecting scrutiny of the Senato and subject it t o the leeislative 
technique in t he Senate whic h 9rovides for l eisurely considerntion, 
protracted hearings, unlimited debate, nnd finally the :i;-eriuirement of 
a two-thirds majority for ratification, without taking very great and 
dangerous responsibility . 

I might as well say, my friends, that I do not believe that 
the present Senatorial power of rAtification is cons istent with the 
national snfety or ·world peace. A technique which mf3ht well ha.ve 
applied to bi-le.tor al treaties of :moment only to · thc contracting parties 
is no longer adequat e or ef fective as was proved in what the Senete 
did. to the Treaty of Versailles, to . treaties signed by one or two score 
of nations, · which set up world settlement and which alone ar c the vehicles 
of world welfare and world pµace . Surely the re(;u ircmonts of our system 
of checks 1:md balances would give the people 2.dequate safeguard against 
executive action in the making . of troaties, if the power of r etifica­
tion were givon ·to u r.ia jority of t he Senate ~nd a ma jority. of tho House 
of Representative~, nnd i f each body by n. ma jority vote had authority to 
fix the time . when the final vote upon r atific 11tion or not should occur • 

.This would take away from 17 Senators in tho Senate a theoreticn.l power 
to shatter t ho hope of t he world. It v1ould t ake ~wc..y from 12 .3en,c,_tors, 
cons t i tuting a m1. jority of t ho For ei gn Rel o.tions 8ornmi t t eo , the pov10r 
t o thwart the plaintive appeal of t he nntion an d the muto cnll of the 
dead. It would deprive perhaps a lessor number, who m1ght constitute a 
sub-committee, of t he clutch wh ich might choke \Jorld hope and nspiration. 

In thi s greo.t No.tion where democrucy stands, thank God, still , 
secure against every onslaught and attack, wher e the peopll'.' are sovereign 
in riower, the peoplo must el so be9.r t he ho :1vy weight of r os, onsibility 
for ths conduct n.nd t he cours0 of t he ir country, ile must not only will 
the kind of a v10rld which our zallant f ighting men r."!.nd all i'Jh have 
sac-rificed deserve, vm must in t he democratic mJ.y find the me ans 
t hrough which to build t hnt world. It is not onough to :;:,rofess democracy, 
It is not enough even to save it. ~le mus t make democracy work at home 
and abroad, 

Let the people, therefore, search out every danger to the kind 
of a world t hey v1:mt, whether it bo prejudice, i gnor:mco, shortsightedness, 
or wheth0r i t bo t echniques 01 tmodod and · outworn which night deprive the 
victors of their just gains, might make futil e ~nd vain nll thc. t they 
have given, whether of treasure or of blooq. 

My fellov; .Americans, as you have todny cmu:nemorat ed a great 
friendship with a great people , go out to m.Jcc ths.t opinion which shall 
keep thot friendship and, better, deserve it; and go out, my f ellow 
Americans, to your other great tasks which beckon and challenge you; and 
walk firmly and thoughtfully as ·you go, for yot1 must knoo1 t hat it is 
hi story which follows after you. 

* * * * * 
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Zl36 a Street , u.w. 
Nasningtoa s, o.c . 
November 6, 1943 

Dear Claude• 

Rea.ding th• details ot the 86 to 5 wt• this morn­
ing, l teel that yo11 thould have the largest indi­
v1dual credit. 

The teohnioal podtion was that somebody had to hit 
the line hard from our aide and then hold the line 
until ·1om.oboq f'rota Moeoow reported. then, ot 
oour1e 1 the reet wae eaay and our team had a walk­
away. 

Lookillg e.hea-4, I t hink 1t moat i m.:pottant that yo11 
take absolutely chflnoe with 1944. I believe I can 
help you here-•the sooner the better. Ha.me your 
tima . I •Y ride to Florida with pu on yot.tr next 
trip. 

Sinoere'ly, 

Charles E. Marsh 

~em.tor Claude Pepper . 
the Senate Otfioe Building, 
kl ah1ngton, D • C• 



.JillDRES.:;; OF SENJ,.TOR CI.vJ;DE PEPPER OF FLORID,., ,1.T TIU 
nMERlC.nN-SOVIlT FRIENDoHIP, me. TENTH J,NNIVKRS..Y 
OF TID: .1£ST.~LI8HMENT OF DIPLm,LTIC REl.;,TlONS BB..'"Tli'lCEN 
Tru: UNITED ST.;:.TE.6 .1-IND THE LJOVIET UNION, M.,-:.Dit,CN .:3Q.U.n.RE 
G.-..RDEN, NEW YORK CITY, 1iOND..Y l!i'VENING, NOVEraBER 8,1';4.3 

9: 15 P,11. 

Ten years ago the governments of two great nati~ns, both born in the struggle 
for man's freedom and each dedicated to the uttairummt of a better life for its 
people, clasped hands in friendship. 

Ten years ugo we were proud to call Russia friend. Today i'le ure prouder still 
to call her honored ally. 

In that resumption of trust and good-will, we in .nmerioa gave recognition, 
under our flag; to a nation of heroes. Toni~ht, in saluting ~oviet Russia, I 1:1.;;. 

proud so to describe; so to identify, that nation and her valiant people. 

For today the United ~tates cmd Soviet Russia are more th&n friendly meraoers 
of a world community, neighbors who have found a way of living in good grace to­
gether. Today those hands that reach across the sea are closed in more than a 
gesture. Together they are tightening in a death-grip on the throat of a common 
foe. They are crushing out the life of an i:.l.ggressor who knows not the me!:IIling of 
freedom, who spei.iks not the lbllguage of trust and good-will, 

This winter, on the white reaches of western Russid., thu forces of thtit 
aggressor will be driven. ne~rer, day by duy, to the scene of their full und 
proper retribution. Gener,;;1,l Frwico of Spain, we are told, is withdrawine; his 
Blue Division. But i:n the months ahead,, over those bitter, war-scarred pl1:J.i:ns , 
will go othors, their ~wastika in tatters, their armies crushed. •,This irlnter in 
Russia there will be many very blue divisions. 

Meanwhile, ~o the roar of tho victory guns of UJ.oscow, 1:1 new triur.iph, a new 
step towards u victorious fut\,lre,. hus beentaken .together by these tivo nat~ons i::.llld 
their other mighty ,.1.llies, Great Britttin an9- China. .. t ..:italingrad the military 
effort of fascism rnet its supreme test and fc.Liled. .n.t 1'oscow the political cmd 
economic effort of unti-fu1cism met its suprema test and won. 

The solid reality that emerges from th.:: .llioscow conflironco - four gre;at powors 
moJ.dcd into a might·y modorn .1-~tlas, bearing upon i t:3 shoulders a new world - is 
steady, stable, strong. 

The arch1tacts of the peace that is to com~ kno1,v this well. Thc;r kno11.1 that 
only through the good offices of realistic leadership Cc:Ul _the confidence of 
nations survive. They knov, also the firm base of mutuul tnrnt Ulld confidence upon 
which rests tho abiding friendship of the Unitod Statas imd the Soviet Union. 

Let us examine the.Lt base. Of what stuff is it made? Why should we in ,.rnari ca 
trust the Bov!et Union mid join her in the co1muitment to ti lusting peQce? Why 
should we not listen rci.ther to the haters ,md baiters, the Christibll Fronters dlld 
their unchristian backers, to tho ·counsels of fear and suspicion, some of th GIil 

mn.anating from high places'? Wby should we not be frightened ·by the wuil of the 
lonely isolationist growing lonelier? 

For un answer, I turn first to the Russian paople thern.:Jalves and the 
magnificent fight they ur~ ma.king. I do not have to toll you much about thuti;·,:, 
'rhe world knows of the Red .,,,i,1)Y, of the. gueril~s of the matchless sucrifices of 
the people. Those storios ·have found their wuy into • .mericc..ll heurts. They have 
blended witb the epics of tho ages. 

Secondly, I turn for 1:-,y unswer to Russi.:m le,ictership. I borro,., the 1,1ords of 
Premier J oscph .j'tlalin, from un c1ddress given on the tv,enty-fift:t. mmiversary of 
the October Revolution. I quote: 
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"The program of action of the Anglo-Soviet--American coalition is: Abolition 
of racial exclusiveness; equality of nations end integrity _of their territories; 
liberation of t~e enslaved nations and the restoration of their sovereign rights; 
the right of every nation to manage its affairs in its own way; economic aid 
to nations that have suffered and assistance in establishing their material 
welfare; restoration of democratic liberties; and destruction of the Hitler 
regime~" 

'.D].1ere, my fellow Americans, is another charter of aim and aspirations to 
which we proudly subscribe, as we did to the Atlantic charter to which the 
Soviet Union has pledged herself. Those words express no new sentiments for 
the Soviet Union. From the time the League of Nations admitted Russia only, 
mind you, after the exit of Germany, the League had no more faithful friend 
or eloquent defender than the Soviet Union. The same League, mind you, whic_h 
we did not join.. And we will never forget Munich, ignoble Munich, from which 
the Soviet Union was excluded. The same Munich, remember., from which we v1ere 
as absent as from the League of· Nations. :mat dia. Russia do as the sword of 
Hitler was raised over the head of Czechoslovakia? Russia stood up to her 
enemy and her obligation. I quote f1;om the speech, the memorable speech, of 
Maxim Litvinoff in the assembly of the League of Nations, September 21, 1938: 

."It was only two days ago that the Czechoslovak Government for the first 
time addressed a formal inquiry to my governmont,whether the U.S. S. R. is 
prepared, in accordance with the Soviet-Czech pact, to render to Czechoslovakia 
immediate and effective aid if France remains loyal to her obligation and 
renders similar assistance, and to this inquiry my eovornr1ent gave a clear 
answer in the affim.ative." End quote. 

Those words--"immediate and effective aid"--meant one thing:. Fight. 
Among the major powers, Soviet Russia alone was ready and willing to do just 
that, in the showdown against the ac;gressor. And time and again, thro~gh 
those fateful years that led to Hitler's march, Russia alone kept the faith. 
Therefore I sa~r, my friends, if past r,erformance be the moast:.re of fitness 
for high trust, let the nation with a better record than this cast" the .first 
stone! 

But what of Japan? W!:cn we shall have finished with Hitler, some ask, 
will Russia help us do the other job of needed extermination. Why is she not 
pitching in there now against Tojo and his bandit gang~ What assurance . have 
we? Give us a sign!• · 

The sign, fellow Americans, is written in the irrevocable pages of hi~tory. 
Rus3ia has a Pearl Harbor of her ovm to remember, thirty-seven 1•ears older 
than ours. :lithout declaration of war, without offense Of justification, 
Japan, on February e; 1904, struck and destroyed the major part of the Russian 
fleet at ."J?q~t Arthur. It was the same dastardly kind of attack as she loosed 
upon us in 1941. k:1d Russia rer:iombers, Russia knows the prac-tical, down­
to-:-oarth reasons why she may ex:pect the stab in the back from Ja:pan--if ever 
she is caught off e;uard--just as she knows the hard, practical reasons why 
sije can place her tull trust in America. 

If you want the key to national policy, seek it in nat'1onal interest. Th~ 
reasons that la.y behind Port Arthur have· marked Japan and Russia as enemies 
at least through this c·antury. T·~cy are still en_emfos. I have no doubt that 
vihen R,:as.ia feols safe on on0 frontier, she will give due attontion--complete 
with ships, l)lanes and men of the Red Axcy and N~vy--to the other. A.--:.d do 
not be deceived, Premier Hideki Tojo himself knows that on the books of Russia, 
he and his worried little co1leagues in crime are a piece of unfinished business. 
It i.s the old story of wo.r strategy. Nobody; ourselves included, invites a 
defensive war on two fronts at the sarrie time. 

Moro than many of us might suspect tho simple f::1ctors of the land, size 
and position have drawn us and Russia togcth0r in tho ,nst. It is no 
coincidence that in every international crisis A.r:iorfoa has faced in more than 
a century pa.st, R,•.ssia has always turned up at her side. It was no historical 
accident that during the Civil W:· "!' tb•j fa~Y-;,,arJ.nce of the Russian fleet in 
New York Harbor offered relief to the Union from a perilous strain of ite 
outside relationships. It was no accident that when other powers, tav~ard the 
end of the last century, wore reaching for Hawaii, Russia, through instructions 

https://R,:as.ia
https://moast:.re


3-

to her Ambassador at 'i'/ashingtonp advised our government that she would look 
with favor upon Am~ricun a~~uisition of this essential outpost in the Facific, 

Certainly it is no accident that today ·, marching together through the ordeal 
of fire, these t~t10 nations, through their accredited spokeane:n, are able to 
announce that they se.e eye to eye in their first look at the world in prospect 
after military victory. rt is not by chance that the part of each in that 
world will be large, nor that our cooperation will be close and cordial. It 
is not by chance that the Russian :people are today intensely interested in 
America, in American culture and A.1-nerican science, nor th~,t we here are listen­
ing to the songs of the Rod Army, to the moving symphonies of great Russian 
composers past and present, and readine. the deathloss stories of Russian writers. 

That dynamic interplny ,·:hich springs from the heart of the people is already 
well on its way. Old fallacies and fals9 label ::; fadG before it. In pushing 
t:!i...rough our lend-lease proe:rnro., vie have cured ourselves of bookkeeper's cramps, . 
and the Russians know that Ar:1erica is not measurin[". victory in dollars. In · 
dollars, no notion has a better credit record tJian Sovi et Russ ia. ~le in 
America believe that credit record v1ill bo as ~ood in the pr ic ole .ss comr.ioditics 
of human undorstand.i_ni:; that dollars cannot buy~ 

Most of the peo:r.,le of the world are workers. ~Ience, no world organization 
which springs from the will of the peo:ple can fail to make one of its primary 
objectives --one of it s most vital and real purposes--liftinc up to new heighths, 
rais ing to new s tandards, of skill and living, the men and women v1ho wear the 
honored uniforms of labor. 

No nation has made the welfare of the conman rnnn L1or0 her nation3.l objective 
tho.n Russ ia. In the building of t hat !n.agnificen.t edifice of a new world order, 
wherein shall reside o. heal thy, busy, happy a.11.d pee.ceful people, we know the 
Soviet Union will leave its own honored craftsman's mark. 

The great words of the Moscow conference have found echo in 6.' recent resolu­
tion of the Uni tad States Senate. Hardly less than the :Moscow declaraticm 
has the utterance of a body v~1 ich assU1Jies to be the f inal arbiter of .Ataerican 
foreign policy, a body which ropudiated the Treaty of" Versailles and the 
League of Nations, given assur~cc and new hope to the wor'id.. If we keep the 
pledge of that resolution, th:1re will be no World Wsr I:-\unbor Throe. ,But 
shall ,11e keop it? The vote had no r:iore than been counted upon the resolution 
in the Senate, before a Senator was on his f eet preventing the Ma jority Loader 
of the Senate from notifying the President of the adoption of the resolution, 
as being in the nature of advice to tho President. · This Senator was vigorously 
pointing out that it was not advice in the constitutional scn/';e of the Senate 
but the mcro expression of opinion, with the implication t hat it migh~ change 
like the wind. 

Romember that all the wa~r through tho dobato on tho r).3 solution it was 
insisted that it not be rcgcrdod as binding t he Sen3tc to anything not sub­
seQuently to be ratified by a two-thirds ma jority of the Senate. 

Can tl:e people, therefore , assur;; that this pledge of coo,cr ?ttion and 
collaboration can be kept to ot~r allies and our dead, if the present constftu­
tional p:rovisi_on which givos one-third plus one of tho votine; Sonators of the 
Senate not only the power of filibustor and of illi.rr.i t ,tblc ·dolay, but of dofeat­
ints a troa-ty which, like t he Treqty of Versailles , hE' d tho over whelming support 
of a. r.iajcrity of the Senato a..'1d t he country and tho support of t he hopes nnd 
tho prayers of tho world? 

I have been forcad to the conclusi on that the retention of t het powor in 
such a minority in tho fuc o of experience nnd t ho ~QQY ·~nd vnricd s tresses 
and strains of our population upon nhich :,l ay in Senators, ai: in othor people, 
the nonnal humun frail t i cs in a imrld so complex ::\S m1rs , · is a dc.hgcr to the 
security and the pe<J.cc of the United States and t ho v,or ld. 

T!10 principle of chocks P.nd balo.nc cs in our syst-,m of l'.'..ovornr:1ont cnn be 
evon bettor :preserved and t ho mcnaco of so great n pom.::r in the hands of so 
few rcmovcd by making tho ratification of treaties to which we arc a p[:rtr 
depcmd rather upon a majority of tho mcmbors of th0 Scnut e and t he House of 
Roprcsentativos ruthor th1;1.n two-t:r.irds of the Senato. And, in the making of 
the change, tho majority of tho members of t ho Sonate end the House of 
RoprosQntativcs r~thor than two-thirds of the Senato. And, in the making of 
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the chango, tho majority in either body must have the unnu0stionablc power, 
not only to vote but to avoid willful and purposeful obstruction of so vital 
a matter as n treaty. 

Lot us take away so dangerous a weapon from tho hands of the isolationists. 
It is not enough to profess democracy. It is not oven enough to save democrncy. 
We have tho harder task, to make democrncy work, so thnt its mnchinory shall 
cnrry out tho wills ·and the aspirations, nay realize the dromns, of free 
pooplos. 

To those who g9.ve their lives, to the remocrncy which such a rulo outro.ges 
before the God who gave them their lives, squandered in w~r, lot us make the 
solemn pledge. :Jo shall not repeat the sorry performance of 1920, the minority 
shall not rule~ 

Who of us in g.1zing c1pon this now o.nd vnst thing in the cr:i.rth, tho Soviet 
Nntion, c1:1n fn:a · (' '1e~r ringing back ::i.cross throe ~cnti.:..rics. tho words of 
John Milton. 

"Moti·t-fr.f'. · I soc ln my mind EJ. noble nnd :puissnnt nation, 
rousing herself like n stron's men after sleep, nnd shaking 
hor invincible locks. Me thinks I sec her as ruJ. eagle mewing 
her mighty youth, nnd kindling her undnzzlod eyes rtt the full 
:niddny beam; purging and unsee.ling hor long-n.busod sight at 
tho fount'lin itself of henvenly radinnce; while the wholo noise 
of timorous and flocking birds, with thos e also thot love the 
twilight, flutter !'lbout, <1Iila.zod nt what she 11100.ns •• " 

* * * 
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