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TRAVELOGUE
Weshington, August l4. The last talk with President Truman. The last

shopping. The last chores and good~byes at the office and off with Mrs,
Pepper to New York.

Rew York, .ugust 15. Finished review of Honry vWallace's book "60
¥illion Jobs" for the New York Times, Arranged to write suue articles
for North American Newspaper Alllance to help pay my expenses which I am
paying myself. Luncheon with imerican Motion Pioture produsers. Talked
about removal of obstructions in HEuropean countries to the showing of
American films. The Japs have accepted our terms of surrender. LITresie
deﬁx Truman and Prime Minister Attles spsak on the radioc at 7 pem. A
million people surge into Times Square and spend the night in hilarious
ocelebration. The war is over. Peace, peace atain. For how long? aAnd
what kind of a Peace?

August 16. Up early and off to the great ship Gueen Elizabeth.
Interviews anéd photographs. Gouod=byes to Mre. Fep, er and friends who
could not go on the ship. .. quick lovk over the ship with Pat and liike
Kinney stevedoring. The last letters and thean the sun deok and the

receding dook and finally the vanishing skyline of New York and the U.E.A.
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MY MISSION:

As Chairman of the subocommittee on Forelgn Business of the Senatse
Forelgn Business Committee and by special daaisnnfion of able Small
Business Chairman Senator Jamesa E, Murray of Montana, t0 continue a
study our Committee is meking in the benate, of how the backbone of
Ameriocan business~-small business--might have a larger part in world
trade. For this task I was acoompanied dy Mr. Herbert Ebelsberg, special
counsel to my Senate Committee, sent by the Foreign Zoonomie .dminis-
tration. As one of the senior members of t#o Senate Committes on Foreign
Relations to learn all I could in the ocountries I should viait, about
people, conditions, end trends.

OBJECT: To be a better ocitizen and Senator and better to help the

government and the oountry to shape a foreign poliey whieh would promote

the welfare and pfolerve the peace of the United States and the world.
At sea: Sun shine, salt air, imeriocan business men ﬁurrying to
Europe. Army men and Qomsn, Red Oross girls.  Hurring to Burcpe too -
for our armies of occupation, The able Gommittee on post war Economie
rlanning of the House of Representatives, hsud&d by Chairman of hiississ-
ippl, end we had jJjoint discussions on our respective missiocns. Our

Captain Ford who had raced the ueen Elizabeth without escort
s Grammed
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with urgently needed soldlers, across wide ocean to every major battle
front in the war. i charming old salt,

Southampton, August 20: The English ship, Queen Elizadbeth, for ,
the first time docks at her home berth in England, home from the wars,
A 4rive adbout Southampton and the rert sight of the debris and the
vacant lots where houses, hones; once stood until the German: bombs came.

London: Ve orowd to the windows as the train flies by blook after
block of tenement houses, the castles of the poor, before the

bombs fell. Waterloo station and more bomb damage. I tried to imagine

the floocks of ohildren who had passed through this station during the
war for the country-sids and strange homes, or for Canada or the United
States, some to drown in the cold Atlantio cheerfully singing "Holl Out
the Barrel! as they went down and a German submarine ocommander pleased
his masters in Berlin., More bomd damage on the drive to the Dorchester,
but the ruin is less coanspiocuous for it has been neatly cleaned up. A
long walk in Hyds Park.

London, August 21-5l1l. The Press, One 0ld newspaper man tried to
explain to me how the British people love the crown and the Royal Yamily

and how in every grave moment the people turn to the King and to
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Buckingham Palaoce whether it be to conseorate themselves before hiu to a
great and stern task, or to rejoice with him in a great viotory. Lunech
with Ambassador Winant and the Congressional group and until mid-afternooan
the Ambassador tried to tell us what the British pecple had beesn through
during the war and how things were then. ¥inant a remarkable man--able,
uniquely eloquent end a man of the apirit. Later he told me of his long
work with President Roosevclt and Prime Minister Churchill. He revealed
that there was a private telegraph wire installed in his room at the
Embassy used exclusively by Presideant koosevelt and Prime iinister
Churchill, PFor a year after it was installed even Seoretary Hull did

not know about it. Dinner and a walk in Hyde Park with Ben Gehrig in
London representing the U.S.A. On the United Nations preparatory oouncil
preparing for the first meeting of the UNO in January. We strolled from
speaker to speaker, each with his little group of supporters and heoklers.
Suyjaot-evorythlnc from Communism to the Gold Standard. Yet it was
Demooreoy not Nazism or Fascism which survived the war. Hsard from our
Commeroial Attaohe at the United States Xmbassy how slowly British
industry and business are reviving. Lunoh in the House Of Commons dining

room with Sir Howard 4! igville, a long time worker for better relations
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among all English speaking peoples, anc lunch with members of the House,

In the small House Gellery (It is really the House of Lords chamber be-
cause the House of Commons chaember was oompletely destroyed by Hitler bambas)
heard Prime Minister Attlee and former Foreign Secretary, Mr., inthony cfden,
discuss the San Franolsoo Conference and the United Nagiona drsanizntion,
which both helped to fashion., It is clear that Britain must and will join
the UNO. Tea with First Lord of the idmiralty .lexander, who ran Britain's
Navy during the war and worked twenty hours a day to do it, meanwhile
ocatohing what sleep he got at the Admiralty and Mr. Herbert Morrison

leader of the House of Commons., Alexander is strong, Wwigorous, and solid,

yet they csay he plays the piano well and he eings good songs at & party.

while he insisted he spoke only his private views, he said he rggretted

that it had been necessery tc use the atomio bomb. He didn't seem 8o
disturded about the use of the atomic bomdb by nations in the future,
pointing out that gas had reached suoch terrible deadliness that no nation
had dared to begin its use in this war.

Morrison is smart, quiock, sald to be the beat administrator 1n}tha
government and a master in politics as wo;l. His one partially oclosed

eye seemed to enhance his clever wit ané shrewc phikosophy. Sir Howard
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presented me, in a House of Commons oorridor, to Mr. wWinston Churochill,

I told the ex~Prime Minister that he would oarry Florida any time and his
face brightened into a Churohillian grin. This wes the frist time I had
seen Mr., Churchill in person, as I had missed him upon his publioc appear~
ance in Vashington., Visit with ©ir Hugh Dalton, Chancellor of the E£xchegquer,
Britain's Secretary of the Treasury. He 13 able, dynamioc, but still scme-
thing of the showman as well as of the university professor he used to be,
Again talked about Britein's finanoial problems and the tasks confronting

her econcmically., Dalton frankly admitted (and strangely enough he was

one of the few to do so0) that Britein had to have a loan from the United
states whether she wanted it or not. Half an hour with zrnest Bevin,
Forelign Seoretary--a solid, strong, earnest, gre«t man who came up the
hard way. le constantly reminds me of our Dan Tobin. MNr. bevin ex-
plalned the Labor viotory, but admitted he was as much surprised as any-
one, He made olear his opinion that Mr. Churehill had helped to lose

the elections by his taotios of the denunciation of the Labor Party, his
vitriolioc campsign speeches, his speoial train up into Sootland, snd his
open=-car ride over London. I heard froo others that Kr. Churchill lost

every constituency, at least in London, in whichk he spoke., The people
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seemed t0 have folt that they had discharged thelr duty when they cheered

him and loved him as a great ﬁar leader and then voted egainst him. And
even when Mr. Churchill held up his fingers in the famous -V- sign, a
moving symbol of victory in the war, wags were scon saying, "The ~Y- was
for Vis Oliver"™ Mr. Churthll'a astranged scn-in-law., Mr, Bevin didn‘'t
think Mr. Churchill had changed the taotics he had used in Manchestor in
1908, The Forelign Seoretary was strong in his conviotion that the United
States and Britain must work together to save the aystem of private entere
prise in the world., He was aware that Britain had any up hill fight to
revive her world trade and to weather ﬁho many storms ahead., DBut somehow

you left with e feeling that Ernie Bevin was not afraid of the future and

 his hends and his hearx were strong.

The Colmer Committes and we met with our Assistant Secretary of State,
able Will Clayton (A man who has constantly grown more progressive).
Had a long talk witi him about the future of UNNRi and our poliey resp. o-
ting financial essistance to Oreat Britain. His duties in London had
.made him thoroughly eware of both subjeocts. Russia had wanted very large
UNNRA aid, Clayton felt that Russia was better able to take ocare of
he;selr than other needy nations, and with limited UNNR. funds available

and the ooruuitments made previously, the funds for Russia had to be limited.
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It was olear that Clayton would agree to 200,000,000 for White Russia and

the Ukraine. Clayton also disclosed that he had felt it his duty to0 make
it olear to the British that the Congre.s would insiazt that as a condition
of any finanoial assistance to bo axtended to the British thesy should
remove Empir; preferesnces and eliminate the Sterling blook both of whieh
operate against Ameriocan Bugiﬁess.

Interview with Prime Kinister Attlee, salm, able, pipe~smoking leader
of the Labor Party. VWell educated, be would have been an exinent lewyer
had he not settled by ohance in a poverty-striocken distriot of London end
turned sccial worker. His head is ss olear as his oousclence. The Prime
Minister explained the way the Labor Party is made up. While in the
sountry probably seven end a helf million out of the Farty's eleven
million voters sre members of labor unions, yet in the House of Commons
not more than one-third of the Perty's members baloné to labor unions.

In the House of Conmons the Labor Party ia sssentially the liberal party
of the nstion with its leaders lawyers, college protess;;s, Journalists,
and even some of them small business men. Later heard Mr. Churohill de-

mand to know in the MHouse of Commons whether the Prime Minister and his

governmant had made arrangements to scoures the surrender of Hong Kéng and
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whether they were golng to give away British colonies, Level headed Mr.

Attlee, in responding, made it equally clegr both that his govermment

was not lightly discharging its cbligations to the Empire and that he

was not a Tory Imperiaslist. Talked business and soonomiocs with British
business men at Sir John MaoTeggart's. Dinuer with distinguished imeriecan,
Herbert Agar, who has been ably serving .mbassador Winent in London and
his gracious English wife, and with much tulk s.out the shepe of things

to come, Back to the House of Commons and heard Prime Minister Attlee
announce the termination of Lend-lLease by FPresident Trumsn,

The British were really shooked by the sudden ending of Lend-Lease by
us without consultation with their government. Reason: Before we oame
into the war, the British, in order to get money with whioh to duy war
material from us, kept up a brisk war trade. But this policy made the
hard-pressed country devote many faolilities whioh it ncedal for war pro-
duoction to ordinary commeroe. ¥When we made Lend-Lsase funds available
for purchase of war materials in the United States, Britain let her world
;rado drop off slmost to nothing and dovot?d nearly the whole of her
produotive faoilities to the war effort. Lend-Lease therfore was the prop,
indeed thq foundation, of the Brifiah ecohony. %hen this support was

suddenly pulled out, regardless of our right to do 4it, the British living
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level sank, and food and olothes became suddenly scarcer months after
the Germen war wae over, and even after the end of the Jap war, than
they had been in the worst days of the war,

Moreover, ten thousand British industrial plents had been destroyed
during the war, Industries formerly efficlently centralired, hadé been
soattered all over the United Kingdom, to avoid the bombs., So the bBritish
plants were not in working order yet. Furthermore, hritain wes a pro-
cess0r of raw muterials and & producer of finished goods for most parts
of the world., But without money they wo l4 take, she could not buy the
raw materials from abroad needed to make lher finished goods. The machines
she had ready to process the pesce~-time volume of raw materials from the
United States couldn't move beocsuse she had not been able to get dollars
from the United States either by the sals of goods or by a loan,

I tried to write an artiocle for the Nerth imerican Newspaper Alliance
whioh would express the point of view of both of our ocountries on this
subjeoct, and the article received prominent play in the London Daily
Tol?grlph.

Again saw two masters of the House of Commons perform when leader

Herbert Morrison apoke in behalf of the govemnment's proposal for a
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select Committee to study improvement in Housa procedure, and Mr,

Churohill spoke in opposition. Mr. Churohill agein revealed the bulle
dog tenaocity for the past whioch made him such a great war leader. The
ex=-Prime Minister's notes at which he glanoced from time to time, were on
thin cardboard paper, ébbut four by 8ix inohes in slze. Tho master
orator speaks faster in the House of Commons than on the radlo, and he
uses both hands in frequent gestures, His stammer of lisp, is an in-
triguing part of his eloguence.

Learned from British over-seas trade representative how the govern~-
mentaided British foreign trade by extending to .xporters insurance sub=-
stantlally proteoting them to the extent of sbout eighty=-five per cent
of thelr sales, This is a plan we are considering as an ald to the aex-
port trade of small busines in the United ltates, To 2 reception and a

long talk with Lord Strabolgi about Palestine. It waa his thought that

Palestine should eventually become & member of the British Commonwealth
of Netions., I asked, "Why not an independent republioc?"

Lord Astor, o flne man and geuntlemen, had me to dinner with Mr.
Cobbold, young and activs deputy governor of the Bank of :ngland, and
Mr. Brand, brother-in-law of Lord Astor and Chief of the British Suprly

Mission in Vasiington, We discussed, in the most frank way, the British
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and Ameriocan points of view abtout the proposed British loan in Washington

in the negotiation of which Mr. Brand and, no doubt, the Bank of England
in the bhaokground were to have a part. I tried to emphasize the sentiment

I believed to eoxist in Washington that the British loan, like all other
fin:sncial aid to be extended to other countries by the United States,
would have to be tied in to a program designed to liberalize aund to extend
world trade. Lunoh again in the House of Commons and a talk with Under-
secretary of State, Heotor iioNeil, about tha‘Puleatlnn problem. I
suggested that Russia should be brought in on the decisions whioh should
eventually be ﬁado about that troubled area and troubling question.

A pleesant hour's drive through the besutiful English countrysids,
with Ambassador ¥inant, to the 1671 bullt home of Mr, and Mrs. inthony
Eden, for lunch, The edens lost their oldest son in the RAF in the Far
East Just about the time Mr. Eden's Party lost the British election and
¥r. Eden lost his job as Forelgn Seoretary. As we talked about British-
American relations and the peace of the world, there was a touching
understanding exhibited between these two men who had dono.so much to
make the great British-American team in the war. The Hdens, like many

other members of the British House of Commons, 4o not live in the oon~
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stituency whioh they represent. This faot, however, is never emphasized

by the Edens., ..nd Mr, iden, popular with his constituenoy, received

from his people a vote far in excess of that Mr., Churchill received in
his constituenoy.

Sunday service at Westminster Abbey. I paused ss I walked through
this historioc edifice, at a plaque on the wall indicuting the place whers
Major indre, suot by the .merican Army under General Was:iington as a
British spy for negotiating with General Benediot Arnold for yho surrender
of ¥est Point in the éovolutlonary War is bduried.

A Sunday lunoh with a British Intelligence officer whom I had known
in Washington, in & amall house with his one o0ld servant quietly tuoked
sway in a village. in author, a traveller, a soldier home from the wars,
Just weiting, like 20 many more, to find himself again in his gentle
‘house and his guliet garden. The luncheoa which my assistant, be, snd I
had, consumed his week's meat ration. A visit in the bright afternccn
sun to Eton school where Wellington like 30 many more before amd after
him, 60% something whioh they carried to the great battle fields of the
world for England and for samething more than England, German bombs

had wrecked the ocldest wing of the dbullding ocontaining oclass rooms where
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for centuries British boys had recited, and the stairway where many of

the most famous names in British history had been carved by little boys
in long trousers wearing Eton oéllars and top hats. Our host took me
solemnly to the gaping ruin‘ot an 0ld house where an old teacher had
taught music. Yet Eton and England go on and Hitler is dead, Goering,
the head of the Luftwaffe whioch wrought thogse ruins, on trial fur his life,
and Germany debris,

To the apartment of Dr. Russell Heynolds and saw motion pioture
I-Rays perfected by Dr. Reynolds showing moving X~-Rays of the joints,
the spine, the heart, the lungs, and the stomach. Visited by Miss Kathleen
Pepper of north London, who sald her family, like mine on the paternal
side, is of Irish origin, and that I have the Pepper eyes. ur. Aneurin
Bevan, Minister of Publioc Health and in oharge of the national bousing
program, and Mr. Noel-Baker, Under-seoretary in the Foreign Office, ocame
and had dinner in our room with my assistant and me, and they convinced
me that coutrary to any reports that I had previously heard, the somigg
into power of the Labor government would really mean something different
to Britain, Bevan, Velsh, came up the hard wey, gotilhis sduo.tion through

a Labor union program. Compact and strong, mentally and phyasiocally alert,

very agreszsive, the bane of Winston Churchill us Prime Minister, and
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singuln?ly eloqusnt in his Welsh way, he is a man who, if he continues

t0 grow in the right direotion, may be Prime Minlster some day. Knowing
I was going to Russia, bevan said, "Tell Stalin to open up the country
t0 the press."” DBevan also made it o;oar that the government was guing

to build homes and would exeroise whatever power was necessary to do
that. Noel-Baker, intellectual, 1dealist, sensitive, long a stalwart of
the League of Nations, will be a powerful support for the United Nations
and as far as British interest and public opinion would allow, for a more
liberal British foreign poliey.

A long talk with kEngland®'s once beszt , ald lawyer, now Sooialist
President of British Board of Trade, 8ir Stafford Cripps, whom I had once
before me im Washington. He is tall and thin, the intelisctual, His
Job, ably done, during the war was orginization of Lritein's war pro=-
duoction, One of his great accomplishments was the mobilization of the
small business enterprises of Great Britain as well as the effective de-
centralization of British industry to keep it out of the wdy of the bombs,
He told me that his smalleat factory was one msn. Sir Stafford emphasized
Britain's inability to get going egain economically. Bhe had to get her

faotories together again into efficlent plants, repair and organize machinery
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and teohniques, to get raw materials from many parts of the world, and
to get labor back home and into peace times production. Yet, he said,

Britainwas going to 4o it end the government was going to make business
do it when business did not do it voluntarily. iHe made it clear that under
Britaint's sociallst goverament whatever needed to be done to give Britain
an sfficlient, effectively funotioning eoonomioc machine was going %o be
done, Hearing him you belived him., We were pleased that Sir Stafford .
was already familiar with the ruports of our sub-committee on foreign trade
for small businese published in Washington,

To the Bank of EZngland and a walk through its spaoious rooms and
strong vaults, JIn the Board Room of ths bank your atteantion is called

not to a'‘clook high on the wall in one end of the rvom, but to a weather

vane whioh in the old days of sailing ships told the directors of the
bank, whether they should hurry away from their wanking duties back to
their dooks to receive their ships as they came from the far corners of
the world, Interesting talk with Governor Cato and Deputy Governor
Cobﬁold about the nsture and oharaoter of the bank and its long time,
typically British working with the government, always taking as its last
word the dircoction of the government, even before nationalization., The

naticnalization program of the government will for all preotical Pudvoses
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simply legelize existing practical relationships between thé bank and the

government. Lunoh with Sir Howard d'Egeville, Mr. Grirfis, head of the
national insurance fund, the under-secretary of State for Inﬁla. The
nntlonal‘inaurnnco fund head t0ld me of the eomprehensive seourity pro-
gram ineluding provision for complete medical and hospital ooverage for
all the people osseniﬁilly in line with the Beveridge Report to be put
through perliment soon., The British are oonvinoced that the only was
adequate health oure and protection against the dlsabilities of iline:s,
unanployneht. old age, and the like can be assured to the people is
through a national compulsory insurance plan, and I agree. There was a
distinctly hopeful note in what the Under-seoretary for lIndia said about
the future of Iﬂdlu. I ventured to emphasize that Af we .ameriocans would
readily help Britain and other nations to get back on their feet economi-
ocallybecasuse we knew that in the long run their recovery would give us

good custaomers and help us %00, we must all be willing to recognige the

application of the same prinociple to backward industrial areas like India,

and he agreed,
Dinner with the Herbert igars, at which were present Ambasasador Winant,

author Nicholscn, and much talk about our world now and to ocome, My en-
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gagement set to see Mr, Winston Churochill. To the alrpoert for & flight over
the Normandy beaches where we landed on De-day, but the weather wes s0 bad
we had to cancel flight., GSightseeing--Inna of Court, and other Britikhh
institutions as unique as Britain's unwritien Constitution, where without
eny statutory authority a soolety of lawyers, or rathgr societies of law-
yers-there are four Inns of Courte-Middle Temple, Inner Temple, Grays' Ilsn,
and Lincoln's Inne~determine who is admitted to the Bar and govern the
practise of the law in England, Tha Scotoh, of oourse, have their own
system of law modelled more after the civil law of the Continent., England's
most famous and highest pald barristers (Under the English system the
8olicitor prepares your case, the barrister only ocan present it to the
court) have their offices in 1littlc rooms in old buildings which you reech
ofteh through semi-dark corridors et the end of narrow and little lighted
stairweys, Many of the historic Inns, almost all I should have lniﬁ, had
severe bomb damage not only to their buildiags but to their books. But
they, like kagland, will go on.

Westminster Abdey again,the Heary V11l Obapel, and the burial places
of England's famous deaﬁ.

At 04:30 p.m. to Westminster Garden to see Mr., Winston Churohill.
Mr. Churchill had some visitors with him which gave me about ten minutes
with his perasonal secretary and a ochance to talk aboqt the former Prime
Minister's heavy mail, his struggle to answer it, his ability to look
over his unopensd mail, and generally tell from the envelopes which he
wished t0 see personally, how he prupared his spe.ohes, eto. I asked

what was the significence of some two dozen canvasses leaning against
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poet war days there might develop again a orisis ao dangerocus and 80

acute that the world would turn agein to his indomitable spirit and to

his moving voloe for leadership. PXor that contingenoy I hoped he would

save himself. Mr. Churohill shook his head and sald at once, "I shall

never hold office again.” I saw I had made no impression by my counsel
of peaoce to the tempestuous spirit of this dborn warrior.

Graoious, beautifully grey, irs., Churchill came in to remind her
husband that it was timé to go to the theater, and he had to change
his clothes, I got a chence to %tsll Mrs, Churohill thet I was reading
her intéresting acoount of her own viasit to Rusaia givenu me by Ambassa~
dor Winant., I told Mr, Churchill egain that we would always love him
in Florida, and taking e lest comprehsnsive look at this little man who
will tower with the largest of history I bade him goodbye, HNearly an
hour had meanwhile slipped away before the ardor and the eleguence
of Winston Churohill.

Paris, August 3l--September 7. Staying at the Hotel Raphael where
Goering used to stay during the German ooccupation, now run by the U.S8.,Army.

To the :tmbassy and a talk with :ble .mbassador Jefferson Caffrey.


https://Stayi.Jl

25
4 round table discussion with the prinoipul steff members of the

Embassy on general economic and political oonditions im France, a

oustom apd ocourae 1 followed in every oapitel I visited.

I ususlly made it my iirst order of business to re usst our highest
diplomatio offioclal, /mbassador, Minister, or whoever he might be, to
cotivene suoh & staff meeting. Usually militery and naval representatives
would, be included, To this group, individually, I would address three
inguiries.
l=="1In your individual opinion and from your knowledge, what 1is the con-

dition of tuis country, soonomioally and pelitically?”
8~-"¥hat is your opinion of the polioy of the United Statos, economi-
cally and politically ;paaking with respect to this country?"
3e="What comment,out of your knowledge and experience, will you make
to me, candiidly and confidentially, about what our poliey generally
should be in the sphere of internaticofl affairs?”

Our repres ntatives made clear to us that we must understanc that
Prance has suffered far more grievously in this waer that from World
¥ar l. In Wokld War I gighting in Franoe was coanfined largely to
eastern and northern France. 7This time combat was nearly all over the

country. This time nearly all of .rance's great portes were destroyed.
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The Franch govermment has just anhdunced the poljicy of a grant of
dollars per month to ‘merican GI's bhecause of high cost in
France of things bought by GIs pald off in franos not dollars. The
black market flourishez everywhere and you can get anything if you
have ;nough noney. Don't see how the masses of the people live égd
their political instability as well as econemic. Gensral Charles
deGaulle, able general, France's great leader and symbol of resis-
tance, but inexperienced and inept at government and politos, heads
the Freaoh provisional goveroment, advised by a counoll oomposed of
representatives of the prinoipalApolitioal parties. No eleotions
having #enn held, of course meither the Gensral nor his council ﬁas
been‘electad by the people. General deCGaulle proposes a plan for
holding the election and stirs up a tempest by refusing to give an
audlence to representatives of the politicel parties and the labor
unions who come to proteat to him that his plan does not give fair
representation to the people. Conferences with the heads of the
prinnipal political parties. found especially fascinating brilliant,
gentle Leon Blum, former Premier and now head ar»the Sooiallst Party,

one of Franoce's strongest. Vith us, at the interview, sat lovely and
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intelligent Mrs. Blum who had sought and gained permission of the

58S %0 marry her husbend while he was a German prisouer @uring the

war and for yours to’;haro his imprisonment with him. My
interpreter was able Douglas Magsarthur Jjr., councillor of imbassy
nephew of General MacArthur end son-in-law of Senator Alben Barkley,
the ablest interpreter I met in my whole journey. He so perfectly
interpreted not only the words byt the spirit of the couversation that
even in oontaoct with a aparkling mind like that of Leon Blum there was

hardly a noticeable 1ntarruption“1n the current, Among many other

things, Mr. Blum repeated his oft-made sharge that the Communists took

their line from Moscow., (I was later to mention this to Stalin.)

The Sociallsts are liberal but not as far to the Left as the Communists.
Bidault, dbrilliant resistance leader during the war and

now foreign minister, still in his thitties with Bhuman share the

leadership of the new party oalled M. R. P., the Catholioc Liberal

Party of the country. Instead of being antie-clerical as Franoces!

.Liberal Parties are traditionally, it favors government aid to

paroochial schools. Newly formed, M., R. P, already bhas great strength

and is rapldly growing. PFor.ign lkinister Bideultl made it olear t0o me
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That France was the key to the stabllity and the strength of western

Europe. Edmard Hnrriof, long-time Mayor of Lyons ablest leader

of the Radiocal Goclalist Party, the Party in power when Frenoce weat into
the war in 1939, was not in Paris but I saw ... Bastide another leader.,

in his lovely apartment adorned by a bust of Anatole France and excellent
paintings, thie able lawyer and former tescher at Lyons, told me he thought

that there was some chance that the liberal parties of France might get

together into an effeotive government. With chara-:teristic French wit and
realism, M, Bastid, zaid "In France the 3ocialists think they will be sup-
ported by the Labor government of Great Britain, Tho'commﬁhiata believe the;
will be backed up by koscow. We Radical Scclalists rely upon the United
States. VWe may all be wrong." Coatrary to what its name wopld imply,

the Redicel UJocialist is one of the more conservative Parties of France.
Interesting talk with Cashin, deen of the Communist Rarty and editor of
the Communistic paper Humanity, in his office, both spacious and elegant.
(They have & saying in France that nothing is too good for the Communists.)
When 1 asked the qQuestion of Cashin as to whether the Frenoch Communist
Party stood for all the things for which the Communist Party in

Soviet Russia stook, he made it clear that it dild not. It is
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evident that the French Communists are following a flexible poliocy,
adapting their dootrine so as to make an appeal to the moderately
liberal io all walks of life inocluding sgriculture in France. Later
a long talk with Duoclos? one of the top men of the Com-
munist Yarty. One gets a distinot impression that the Communists will
not long get along with General deQdaulle and they do not love Inbu
Blum. The Communists seem to have a full treasury, a large part of
whioch ocomes from contributions or confiscations during the war, and
the Party has gained many adherents from its great part, admitted by
all, in the resistance movement during the war. I heard many times
of instances of where a citizen, being given an argument against the
' Communists, would reply with an exsmple of how the dnnmunists during
the war had resoued him or someone dear to him from German death or
enslavement. Moreover, the Farty is olearly well orgenized, industrious,
and clever. These leaders, too, believe it possible for the liberal
parties to work together for the restoration of France. One who sees
the Frenoh political situation in perspeetive, is impressed that even
to some greater degreee than in England where the Labor government is

in power admittedly Socialistic, the overwhelming sentiment in Franos
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is deoidedly liberal. (Of an eminent member of the U.5. government in
Washington right after the British eleotion bringing in the Labor
Farty, I asked the question how it was that while apparently political
opinion in the major nstions abroad was steadily growing more liberal,
politicel sentiment in the United States appeared to be growing more
conservative. This gentleman who once broke with Roosevelt, suiﬁ,
"Political sentiment in the Unlted States is liberal too; ¥hat you
see to the contrary is merely superficial.” »I wonder, )

Random Diary notes: Sightseeing ascocompanied by M. Coquet, brilliant
writer of Figaro. Paris strikes one as an old and besutiful oity, but
muoh run down, even shabby in pl;coa. A note of dejection I feel in
the people. Oritios say the Frenoh will not work. Yet 1 see them
hurrying past the hotel in the early moraing to their Jobs. I wonder
bhow many heve had a proper diet. Night olubs and shows seem to be filled,
Long talk with Justioe Robert H. Jackson, our able prosscutor at the
Nnwenburg trials pasling through on a guisk trip to the United states,
Justice Jaockson extends me a warm invitation as a member of the Foreign
Relationa Committee of the Senate to sttend the Nuremburg trials soon

to begin. Fleasant lunch with ¥r. MeChesney, prineipal
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advisor of our Embassy and representatives of the Commerce seoctiocm of
the Frenoh goveranment, and talked about future trade betwoen the United
States and Frence, how French ourr&hoy oould be stabilized, how France
could get dollars with whioh to buy machinery and raw material from us.
Mr. Winston Churohill emphasized to me in London that France had more
g0ld and dollar exobange than Britain, and yet like the British, if the
Frenoh are going to get their economy to funotioning again any time soon,
they are going t0 have to have help from us. A sound loan ia neither
extravagance nor oharity but a good investment. Any good business
house will help & hard pressed ocustomer over a orisis, if he is funde-
mentally sound, in order to get his future business. Champegne in the
lovely garden of Madame Sohliaparelli and afterwards dinner in a little
restaurant with Madame Sohiaparelll and Dutch Berensen, brother of
Florida friend Dick, and talked about Paris, dress-making, future
styles and porrum;a. Madame Sohiaparelll explained why she thought
Paris would ocontinue to be the style ocapitol of the world for women.
Drove to Montmartre and walked about in erowd of Gls and local people

to see what they were deying and doing. Drove some GIs to where they

were staying, some of whom were lost. To Notre Dame Cathedral for
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Sunday moraning servioces with Mrs. Emily Taft Douglas Passing through
Paris with a House delegation. Afterward we Ar;va to Versallles and
walked over the beautiful grounds and through the ancient elegance of
the palade pausing in the Hall of Mirrors where the Treaty, World Wwar I,
was signed, To the beautiful rasing clud of Paris, open to Ameriocans,
and a good swim. I must say that the bathing suits of some of the
French ladies are about the nnulénatll have ever Been.

Pleasant regeption and many interesting people, Prench and American,
at the Douglas Hacaithur'a. Dinner atop the Eiffel Taw;r and a theill-
ing view of Paris. Dinner at our idmbassy and more interesting talk
with Leon Blum. Urged him and his wife to visit Florida.

To see the tomb of Napoleon to which Hitler rushed when in triumph
he ocame to Paris. Here Napoleon lies with all that is mortal of him,
in coffin after ocoffin addoﬁ from time to time until there are now
seven, - "The Paths of glory lead but to the grave.,” To Maison
Lafitte, twenty miles outside of Paris, and lunch with and a talk to
some 300 GIs about eonditficps in the United States. Their many
qu.;mén- revealsd the depth and the variety of their interest in what

is going on at home. Interesting talk with one of the boys, a son of
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Senator Harry S. Byrd of Virginia. A drive in the lovely Bois de
Boulogne to whioh Thomas Jeffersom liked to come when he was our Am-
bassador in Peris. Had some Florida GIs to dinner. among meny who
cane L0 seeo me ia my-hot;l was @ dootor who was anxious to return home
himself but who d4idn't wish to return if it would mean that his young
son just being taken into the army would have to come over as a ioldior,
:or he did not believe that such boys sbhould be sent over-seas.as a part
of oocupying foroces. Moving talk of an hour and & half wigh Kiss
Carmalt of New York and Paris, who stayed here through the war and was
three times imprisoned by the Germans. She told almouf unbeliovable
stories of German oruelties and especially of the perverted oharaoter
of the younger Germans, distorted and twisted by the teachings of
Nazism--for example of the Germans putting a blow-tarch to the abdomen
of a pregnant woman, or burning off the nipples of a woman's breasts,

or buraing off her nose with oigarette butts, in one case doing all
this t0o & lady while her mother in a cell just above had to listen to
the anguish of her daughter's ories. Miss Carmalt explained, for ex-
ample, how this bestial charaoter had been put into Hitler youth by

the Hitler training program. Little boye, for example, would first be
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;anght oruelty for the Fuerher by being made to kill their dearest
pets. Dinner with able Brigadier GCeneral Paul W. Tuck head of the
information and education program, Ruropean thesater, a Brigadier
General at 58 who was wounded on the Normandy beaches on D=Day. Lunoh
with a number of GIs at their mess and a talk with them in their bar.
They unburdensd themselves about Paris (where one American a week
either 1s killed or commits suicide, they say), about pempering Germaa
prisonsrs of war, about going home, etc. They hute the Germans and
don't like the Frenoch. They want a hard peace for Jermany. To a
danoce, "France Welcome," something like our USO’ Glubs where girls of
approved charaoter dance with servioce men. The hospitable people in
charge of this service olub got together far me to see and talk to,
some typical Frenoh girls: one, rather large, dark brewn hair, from
Lorraine; one, small, dark skinned and with dark hair, from Normandy;
and one vivaoious peroxide blonde from Paris. Another early morning
drive through the Bois de Boulogne and many little bdlue racing ocars
running in some race and many psople out before nine a.m. An after-
noon in the Louvre and at the Sorbonne. The Louvre masterpieces of

art and sculpture ares just being brought out asgain from their many
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Places of hiding from the Germans and their especlally organized art
looting agencies. To Orly Field and spoke to about 500 GIs ﬁnd tried
to answer their many questions. Long sonference with our lebor re-
presentative in the Embasay and later dinner in my room with him and
the prinoipal labor men of Franoe about the position of labor and the
ordinary working man and woman in Franoce.

One oan not fall to have some sympathy for Franoe and the Frenoh

pecple. With all her grandeur and greatness of the past,in the years

before iiorld War II due in large measure to the effeots of the Nape~-

| G rac

leonio wars and of World War I,'Pad fallen into the role and atatus

of a static natlion. Her population was lesg than forty million and

her birth rate constantly deolining. Her economy was not expanding
aﬁd was doing well to hold {ts own. The ccuntry was torn by economiocal
and political confliot and the nation lived under the fear of another
German assault. Neither physically nor mentally able to keep up with

a dynamio Germany and unable to get the British and us, her allies in
world ¥War I, 1o guarantes her security against another Germsn attack,

or to agree to the dismemderment of Germany, Franoe, like the Chinese

. :
of long ago, and with equal futility, tried to seoure herself the only
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way she oould, behind a wall--this time tha e inot Line. Now that
the Maginot Line, too, hsas failed, what is Franoe.to do in the future?
The Potsdem agreement provides that Germeany shall be considered and
dealt with by the four oocupying powera~--Creat Britain, Russia, the
United States, and Franoe--as a single econcmic unit. The Fpench say
that in the first place they were not at Potsdam, and are not pound

by that sgreement. In the sesoond place, France contends that the first
duty by the Potsdam agreement of the ocoupying powers, is to Bee to 1t
that Germany is no longer capable of waging war ageinst another natliosm,
and until that objective is carried cut, consideration of Gergany's
economic well-being will heve to weit. Franoe, therefore, de¢lines to
give her oonso;t to measures dealing with Cermany as a single economie
unit and for all praotical purposes the work of the four powers at
Potsdan is at o standstill. What France really has in mind, and im my
opinion not without mueh justification, is something whioh goes far
deeper, and of that more later. It 1s olear that France is not economi-
cally of oonparable strength to Russia, Britain, or the United 3tates,
and that she can not exert in world affairs thé(powor whioh either of

those stronger nations ocan asssrt. Framnce for her economic and spiritual
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restoration needs all her resources and she really oan not afford

to keep herself impoverished in ﬁn effort to build another grest army,
navy, eund air force. Generasl deGaulle, mistakenly I venturs to say,
seems to.think that the military prestige or‘Franoe is more important
than her economic rgnrorntion and many think that his government is
spending in the oreation of a great ermy, the money and the men aorely
needsd to aﬁarf again the wheels of French induutry and to give jobs
and & higher standard of 11;1na to the Prench people. It is& prodable
that Frenoh policy of the future willvtollew two lines:

1., Not to attaoh herself ioo direatly %o elther but to try to keep
herself on good terms with both ﬁhe east and the west, and,

2. To try to keep the United Nations Organization as a permanent and
strong agenoy to prevent aggression, and espeoclally aggression against
France,

Such policles would lead franoe to have oaly modest and moderate,
although efficlent and up-to-date armed foroes, and weuld leave avallable
her full strength for her recovery and the perpetuation of Freaoch oul-
ture which has meant so mubh to the world. (It is doubtful if General
deGaulle will ever be able to embrace such a polioy. Those,

therefore, who love France, will watoh
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with more than interest France's charaoteristically realistio re-
orientation of herself into a new great place in civilization.

Germany. September 7«ll. Left Paris about 10 a,m. in emall plane
and flew over the bombed cities of the Rhineland and the Bﬁhﬁ. Cologne,
Essen, Dusseldorf, all are nothing but debris. We oirul‘d dow over
Cologne and I oculd not see a single building exocept the cathodril
which was only liichtly 1anrsd, whioh was habitable. On;y once, I
believe, over what was once that great industrial area, did I see sumoke
ooming qﬁt of an industrial smokestack. At Hamburg all the do;ks in
the harbor were destroyed except that of the United States Lines. 1In
a four howr raid the RAF 1s said to have killed two or threshundred
thousand and made nearly half a million homeless in Hamburg. A part
of the olty is called the dead oity whers not a single house stands
and the population lives wholly in cellars. Although the workmen at
the docks I thought loocked shabby, I was surprised to see the rather
good appearance of the people on the streets of Hamburg. Lifoldoen
g0 on,

To Fraokfurt and stayed at the. bdeautiful viotory gueat house now

operated by the U.S. Army. The Nazis murdered the Jewish owner and
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took the lovely house and grounds soon after completion. Learned that
some returning German soldiers neardby had stripped and driven down the
streets German girls whom they had found fraternizing with U.8. soldlers.
An hour with General Eisenhower im his trophy-filled office in the

great I.G, Farben building, U.5, Headquarters. I had only seen GCeneral
Elsenhower when he addressed the joint ses;ion of the Gonsr-sa.i In
private conversation he struck me as very able, keenly alert, forth-
right, thoroughly democratic and most engaging. The General speaks
easily and elogquently. He told me that he seldom uses notes in making

a spsech and always disllikes to use them, Not only did General Eisen-
hower exhibit great genius in the way he molded and maintained the
most effeotive unity in the fighting foroces under his command and in his
military leadership, but he was undoubtedly our greatest symbol and ine
terpreter of American demooracy abroad, I told him that Mr. winston
Churehill had desoribed him to me as the most selfless mun he had ever knowr
The General made no comment., OGeneral Elsenhower talked at length about
the Russians, his experlences with them and our steadily improving

relations with them. The General emphasized that the attitude of the
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Russians toward a man or a nation depends to a considerable extent upon
whether they have confidence in that men or nation. And suoh oconfidence
must be built upon experience generally. He mentioned the matter of his
having had same 4ifficulty in getting acocess for American officers into
Russian ooccupied zones. Generally a high Russian General in a frank
disoussion of the matter said to GCeneral Eisenhower, ™You must remember
that ours 18 a revolutionary govermment. Foar a long time at home and
abroasd we were surrounded by enemies and our people naturally grew
sulpioioﬁn. If a group of American offiocers were suddenly to appear

in a Russian zohe without any previous notioce being given it is possible
that they might encounter violence. But if you will give me elght hours
not;oo 80 that I oan inform our pocplo to expeoct your officers wherever
they wish to g0, you may visit wherever you will.” I was later to learn
of how.‘ at international oonferences, Marshall Zukhov when doubtful
about a military suggestion, would instinotively tura to General
Eisenhower and if Eisenhower gave him the néd, or an approving wink,

it was all right with Zukhov because Zukhov trusted General Ike. The
General said the only trouble his oocoupation forces were having with

the Germens was with German boys between fourteen and twenty=-one--

Hitler youth, Twelve or fourteen of such boys had recently assaulted
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six or.eight JAmerican soldiers but our boys came out all right. with
pride, but wit.h engaging modesty, the General showed us his many gifts
from grateful natiéna and people, At my muggestion he promised to get
all dootors not needed with the occupying foroes, homes at once, and in
his characteristioally, energetie, and pfo-pt way, th@@gh he had no
sooner made the promise than he piocked up the telephons and starfed
things to moving. The next hour with General Bedell Smith, General
Eiasenhower's great Chief-of-Staff during the war., General Smith told

me the whole story of the war in Afrioca and in Europe, how it wes
planned, organized, and executed. As he told the gioat story he
revealed, as only he could have told the story, the big decisions

nade by General Elsenhower time and again. GOeneral Smith emphasized
the great contribution the late Gensral George S. Patton had made to

our vietory. One doolyion of General Eisenhower, as General Smith
desoribed it, I shall never forget. That was the deoision as to when
to launoh the D-Day invesion into NHormandy. For the invaslion to succeed
it had to str;k; the coast of France shortly before dawn when the moon
was darkest and the tide highest s0 the onooming ships could get over
the obstruotions the Germans had embedded in the beaches. The necessary

conditions did not exist but for a very short time~-one eaoh month. So
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if an atteok set for this period did not go for any reason, it would
have to be delayed for a month. The invasion date had been set after
consultation of course with every sort of weather information for June
fifth, and oountless ahipe had been loaded all around the southern

coast of England with their precious cargoes of men and equipment, ready
for the attack. But as the time for the jump-off approached the weather
became foul., General Eisenhower, in his headquarters in an English
village, after prolonged oonsultation with his staff, deoided to post-
pone the assault for twelve hours.  Meanwhile ships and men stood

poised for the leap like runners crouched on the line, ready for the
starter's pistol. Yet bad weather would not only grievously interfere
with the landing, but might maks impossible the mopring and the main-
tainance of the great artifiocial dooks whioch the British and we counted
upon using to get our'suppllos in. The Germaens were holding the ports
in the belief that an army large enough to dbreak into France and to
maintain itself ooﬁla not be supplied sxocept through one great port on
the Frenoch coast. We were gambling everything on proving the Germans
wrong by landing and supplying necessary forces. from these speocial
artiricial dooks and by landing equipment and supplies from amphibious

oraft upon the sands of the beaches themselves. A storm would make
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no doudbt to pray. As it turned out, the days in July whioh the
meteorologists sald would be good weather, had one of the worst storms
of recent times, and in spite of some bad weather in the early days of
the invasion, that period was on the whole the best weather at the
necessary mooa and tide time, whioh oocurred in months., Another
Christian soldiexr had been rightly inspired.

Learned that owr military authorities, with the approval of Fre-
sildent Roosevelt, were preyarod‘to meke an assault upon the French
coast in 1942 Af that beoame absolutely necessary to keep the Russiaens
from collapsing before cverwhzlning Nazi strength. Also got it from
reliable sources thét the British never weré really enthusiastioc about
an sttack across the Channel and the first ohosen Commander-ineChief of
Allied Western European forces, a British Geners},did little to advance
preparation for sush an assault. Great oredit, however, umust go to the
British and especially to General Morgan of the British staff,
for the actual plans of the invesion whieh did ocoour on D=Day.

Flew to Berlin in General Bedell Smith's plana,

Berlin, September 8 continued. Dianer with our Ambassador Murphy,
politiocal adviser to Genoral Elsenhower and to his deputy, General

Clay. Stayed late after other guesta had left and talked to the Ambassador
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who had been in on the political arrangements preceding the invasion
of North Africa and bad remalned with Genaral Eisenhower sinoce. .. big,
slow-moving, but astute counsellor.

My birthday~-48 now.

Another "Berlin Diary.” .t 9:30 met amebwer group of Florida
boye in femous 82nd ALrborne Division, photographs end pleassnt talks.
Mozt had Purple Hearts. OGCrand boys. 10:30 oconference with Genoral
Harper heading Alx Foroes here and Colonel S.P. Robineagu? from Florida.
At 11:30 talk with Ceneral Luther Smith aﬁd his Staff handling divisica
of civil administration and talked about the economy of and politiocal
conditions in Ggrmany. 12:30 luth with General Lucius Clay, Deputy
Commender U,S. group Allied Patrol Commission and the Colmer Committes,
Later an hour with Ceneral qu; at his offios and went over our whole
ocoupation polioy in Germany. Telked with General Hester end Colonel
Kimmal uho. under General Eisenhower and General Clay his deputy, head
the division of our staff dealing with{the agrioultursl situation in
Germany. They say thousands will starve unless we get wheat to Germany

to
thia winter. To buy wheat must be made available Mme-#¢ the imerican

#AEs zone some of the funde derived from the export of coal from the

British zone. If carried out, this all provided for in recent FPotsdam
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after mile of wreckage and ruin in the old Berlin area, in the heart

of the oity, there 1s not a building not destroyed., The Tiergarden, look-
ing like a oyolone had gone through it. Ruins everywhere. The Branden-
burg Gate was still standing, however, et the entrance te Unter der
Linden and so was the Victory Column commemorsting the German viotory

iz the Franco-Prussien War but atop it now is the Frenoh Flag. Long time in
the Heloh's Chancellory, Hitler's officiel re-idence. Gsome of the

floors and the grest halls were intact, The building is a shambles

with gaping holes, orumble roofs, and wrecksge and debris everywhere.
Hitler's famous private office is littered and covered with wreokage

and only his war map table and a few cheirs remain of the room's fure
nishings. Wwhat was once his privste latrine next to his own office,

now gtinks., Only the imposing flreplace and the greandeur of the archi-
tecture of the room remained to remind one of what it once was. By
digging around in the debris which littered the floor in ocertain

wrecked parts of the Chanocellory, I found some meduls whioh Hitler

had had struck off from time to time, OSome were war medals to ocom~
memorate the expeaoted victories of Stalingrad and Leningrad. Others

were motherhood medals, that is medals awarded the German women who had

more than five children. Also got & bock from Hitler's private
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14idrary in his living quarters nearby the Chancellory.frem Hitler's live

ing quarters went into the nearby air raid shelters housing Hitler's pri-
vate apartment shared by Eva Breaun, Hitler's dootor, his headquarters
staff, eto. And more souvenirs inoluding a Christmas Cerd bearing Hitler's
gignature sent out by Hitler the Christmas of 194l. These apartments had
been stripyed of practieelly everything including the bedding from

Ev§ Braun's bed and from Hitler's apartment adjacent to hers. But the
sofa upon which Hitler and Eva Braun are supposed to have oemmittéd
sulcide still remains, On it there is a small splotoh whioh might de
blood, and at the right end of the sofa and on the outside the oloth

is broken ana/:%zrring protrudes~-a apot about as large as your

hand. A bullet entering this end of the sofa from the inside might
Possibly have caused thias., But I doudbt very seriously whether Hitler

and Eva Braun oommitted suiocide by shooting themsclves in these aparte
ments, It is more likely if they committed suioide at all, they they

414 1 by taking potassium oyanide as 4id Himmler when osught, I

saw Hiteler 1938 as he was strutting at the great Nazl Congress in Husrne
burg and again Just efter the adjournment of this Congress and he had

in a moving spesoh dencuncsd President Benes of Czechoslovakia sitting
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smiling with self-satisfaotion at tea upon the terrace of the House of

German Art, Munioch. How things have chunged. More talk with our peeople
about conditions in Germany and all insist the German people must have
more food for the winter or ocountless numbers will starve. GIs with
whom I talked about the subjeot said that if the Germans didn't get
enough to eat and got desperate it would simply mean some smerican
GIs would get killed, They wented the people at home to remember that
too.
Our policy here:
l--Demilitarization,
g-=De-Nazifioation.
3~-To destroy Cermany's ocapacity to make war again end to that end teo
take away Or eliminate Cerman heavy industry and lower Germany's
standard of living to about the level of the rest of Europe-~that is
about the lovo; of 1932 in Germany.
4~=The re-education of the German Fiople toward democracy and peace.
My present teandenoy:
l~= Give Franoe the Saar.

2--Put the Ruhr uader an internationsl authority as nearly like
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our Port Authority or TVA as possible,

3--0psn Germany to immigration unrestriocted 2o as to dilute the Cerman
strain,
4~-Keep e olose watoh over Germany throﬁah, first, thg present Big
Four, and then through the United Nations,

More interviews with our people:
le-Winant (brother of imbassador, John, London) and staff re oommerce
and trade.
2=-Fahy and staff re the administration of justioe in Germany.
3«-«With General Miockelson concerning displeced persons in our ocoupation
Zone.

Ended a full day at the Press Club., Pleasant talks and a little
singing. Taught the German orchestra to play Swanes River,

Here and there on a atreet ocormer you will see a sign marking
the spot where a Russian soldier was killed in the fighting sand is
buried. The Rus. ians made it thas rule to bury their men whare they
fell,

And so this 4s proud Berlin. "He who lives by the sword, dies

by it,."


https://Oeraa.QJ

:37@&: - 9/3-'?’) -—t&é.c Ly W %M‘A 374, Deer A AP

SLen 22 do1ealy ‘ﬁs Ly oy _1,9¢a.b¢~—
| c.e.n.

- ore early aand to Moscowoby Russian plane. All passengers were
Russian and spoke little English sxoept the U,S5. Colonel, my assistant
and me, The plane was crowded. We sat on what {8 called"bucket seats.”
These are little metal seats, close together running along either side
of the plane, and facing the aisle. There were nc oushions, no backs to
the seats exdept the uncomfortable sides of the plane and no seat}belta.
Needless to say, there was no luncheon served Jduring the eight hour and
one thousand mile long flight which was non~-step. We had fortified our-
selves with a cold lunch whioch we offered to share with ocur Russian
feldow passengers but they graciously refused to aceept, Although later
they 4id share with us some chocolate bars. The plaho was an American
plane l1ike the ones generally used ocn our own air lines. Russiean pilots
flew at what we call tres top levele--that ia generally arcund one thous-
and feet and they fly not by instrument but by land mark, and ] am told
that in bad weather when they can not see the grouand, they just don't
rfly. Frenkly we were not too comfortable either physically or mentally.
The pilota really were skilled and we were glad to have had the excit-
ing experience of the flight with the Rusasians rathsr than having oome

with the Congressional delegation, ¥he Committes, arrived
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about the same time in General Eisenhower's plane. All went right to
Spasso house, our Embassy, a great house belonging in pre-revelutionary
days to a rich Mosoow merchant, for a talk and buffet supper with our able
Ambassaedor, Mr. Averill Harriman, and his keen and attractive daughter,
Kathleen, ho:t@sa. The Ambassador, naturally, was trying in a short
tims to sum up for us, bis knowledge of Russia and the Russians. .msn't
away the proposed Russian loan from the United States came up and the
suggestion was made that we should use the leverage of the loan to in-
fluence Russian policy more to our own standards and our liking. Mr,
Harriman told us very forthrightly 2hat i1f we intended to condition suoch
a loan upon any substantial change in the Russian political system, we
might a8 well not consider it because the Russians would not acoept the
loan upon such terme. Yet Mr. Harrimaen revealed at once that he, al~
though like his distinguished predecessor, Mr. Joseph E. Davies, is a
wealthy man, vigorous exponent of capitalism and our way of life, has
great respeot for Gensralissimo Stalin ana the Soviet people, great
admiration far their aceomplishment, in peade and in war, and deep and
sympathetic understending of their problems and of their aspirations.

mikvien
At 9 p.m. Ambassador Harriman conducted us to see MikH an,
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Commissar of Trade and Commerce and for over an hour ie disoussed £ ure
trade between the Soviet Union and the United States. Hikyfgh made it
clear to ua that the Soviet Unlon was anxious to exﬁand its foreign trade
and especially its trade with the United States. He spoke of the raw
materials, many of them like Chrome, atrategic war materiall,.pulp.
furs, some manufactured goods which the Russians had to sell. And of
course he mentioned the extreme need for the Russians to acquire from us
the heavy machinery r;guired foar the restoration of their war torn in-
dustry, rolling stook for their deatroyed railrcads, farm maohinery for
their farms. Hik&igh revealed very clearly that what the Russians 4

is not primarily consumer goods, #e® however dire the need of the Scviet
people for them, but the things whioh will really get the Soviet economie
naohine turning again. At the uu;gcntion of the Ambassador we did not gd
into the quesation of the proposed Russian loen from the United States, but
the Commissar for Trade and Coumeroce made it clear to us that the Russians
4id not expect a gift from the United States, but only credit aﬁd they
were not only expei¢.ing to repay for what we let them have but they w e
able to repay.

Mr. Edelaberg and I are staying at the Embasasy.
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September 12. Moscow., Ambassador Harriman, asccompanied by his
daughter, off early to see General Eisenhower then to go off to the Londea
oonference, but he had made arrangements for us to see Generalissimo
Stalin and to be well looked after by his able ataff. Three hour aoon-
ference with House group and top men of the Eubassy, Spasaso House. Every
discussion of Russia reveals how diffioult it is for the ordinarr'pergon
to be éispassionate and impartial on the subjeot and alpcblally to give
oonsideration in forming oonolusions to Russia's paat experience. OQur
Embasay staff, headed by able career diplomat, George F. Kennan, tried
hard t4 give us the faots without revealing e prejudice.

In the afternoon oonducted by representatives of Boks, the
government agency whioh serves visitors, the men ioll informed and
| courteous, the young women not so well dressed by cur standards but
ku:ﬁ.y {ntelligent and all speaking English very well--to see the subway
of whioh the Soviets are 8o very proud. Immediately we entersd the sub-
way through the broad entrance beside the Lenin museum, we saw not only
a most modern and efficient transportation system underground, but trulj
a work of art. Tralins ti.msolves operated by womnn,'are in appearance

like our best trailns, They run fast and on time. What distinguishes

the Mosoow subway from ours, however, is the faot that while our subways
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are built 6nly for utility, the Moscow subway was bullt for bdoth use and
beauty. Eaoh of the very spaoious loading platforms serve trains on
sither side. DBetween each loading platform and the entrance to the out~
| side there was a long and spacious corridor on either side of whioh were
large exeellently soulptured figures depioting the Soviet people. Some
of the statuary was in marble, some now only ian temporary farm, vill later
be cast in bronze. EAeh of these great halls was flooded by indireot
lighting, the design of whioch §an a thing of beauty in itself., On each
ceiling there was artistic deccration, some in oils, others temporarily
done in water colors, but later to be in mosajes, Every one of these
beautiful places in its soulpture, its lighting deaign, and arrangement
and'oeiling decorations differed from the other. The peattern of the
system is like the spokes of a wheel runaning out from the h;b,

squere. The total mileage is now sbout miles. Interestingly
enough a oonsiderable part of the system was ocompleted during the war,
saﬁething we would have never thought of doing over here. Why the Soviet
govermment should have spent so much money, manpower, and materials, some
of it when they were 80 severely prasnc#ﬁn the way, in meking this subway

aystem a thing of suoch striking beauty to be enjoyed only by messes of
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people hurrying through and from underground trains, is d4ifficult for

us to understand. It illustrates the different sets of values and a 4if-
ferent way of thinking between the Soviet people and ourselves whioh we
must always keop in mind in Jﬁdging these people and what they do.

It was interesting to me that every time we got on other subway
trains to go from stetion to station, we were ushersed into an eﬁpﬁy car
although the trains generally were orowded. As there never seemed to be
any special schedule, we were supposed to keep in moving from underground
station to uwnderground station, it is entirely possidle that every train
passing the station et whioh we were carried an empty car for us--both
courtesy and efficiency arrangements. Finally at the end of our inspeo~
tion, we were ushered into a spacious room where the table was laden with
food and with vodke and with winqs and we had the most delightful re-
freshment, meanwhile drinking many toasts.

Returning late in the evening from a dinner my associate, & lady,
and I, deoided to stop at a night clud of which we had heard. The
chauffeur of the Embassy car went in and told the management that we
wished a table. We went behind an attendant to the seoond floor of what might

once have been a large private house. The waltress who served us oould
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spesk English well enough to teke our order. A young Russian orrlcef
sltting alone at the adjoining table, immediately offered us a oigarette
and edging toward our table in a most agreeable way, began to praotice
upon us his few English wo?da. When we entered the orchestra we noticed
was playing Amsriocan Jazz tunes. Shortly tlfiterwarda the young orchestra
leader with one or two of his players, stopped at our table andviﬁ his
broken Engliash, esked if we knew any new Amerjioan tunes. We asked bim
where he got the onesa he was playihg. He said he listened every aight
at midnight to s broadocast of American popular music} that he coumitted
them to memory and then taught them to his orchestra. We told him we
would like to hear some Russian songs, but he ss#id the Russian pesople
preferred amerioan popular musio,

Later we went to the Mosoow ilotel whioh had & large and popular
dining room and danoing. This time without any assistance we ohecked our
coats, got a table and were served, Ebelesbarg seeing a ratber attractive
young lady officer in the Soviet Army sitting at a near<by tadle with
another lady and two Russlian officers, said he belleved he would ask the
lady to dance., I doubted the wisdom of his suggestion. He approached
the lady, however, and with a word or iwo of Russian and appropriate

gestures, asked her to dance with him, She blushed and hesitated a little.
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But her two offioer friends obviously enoouraged her to acocept., 8She did
and aho.and ny bold ocompanion did a fast waltz to a good orohestra after
" whioh he escorted her baok to her table., There are meny moéorn buildiogs
in the city built by the Soviet goverament in recent years, yet the oity
often looks dreary. There are oobble stones on many of the streets. You
doun't see privaete residences anywhere--only office buildings, bnsiness
struotures, and block grtor blook of flats. The streels are crowded but
the pecple are generally poorly dressed., There are few automobiles on the
street and these for dpotorl, factory managers, eminent artists, or techni-
oianl, government people of rank, or Red Army officers who brought their
cars back from Germany, none for the ordinary oitizen. Red Square, one
side of which 18 the Kremlin Wall Just outnide of which 18 lLenin's
immense marhhovsopulohng with St Basil's Cathedral sitting out in the
street making another side as it were, most impressive,

September 13. The Congressional delegation and we were taken on
a sightseeing tour iunside the Kremlin Wall. The walls of the Kremlin
embrace an area eQuivalent to many square blooks, in which are now looated
the former grand palace of the Ozars, many vast governument dbulldings, and

bistorio churches. I was later to learn that it embraces also the office
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and the private living quarters of Generalissimo Stalin and no doubdt of
all the prinocipal govermment and Party ugrioers lnclugins the powerful
Polit Buro uof fourteen which next to Stalin are the most powerful men in

| the country in the direotion of iha Party and the state. Thq pﬁiacerro—
vealed, of course, the ancient splendor in which the Czars formerly lived.
The Nuseum of anolent erms was full of interest oontaining many reliocs
espeoclally of the ohuroh running back to the eleventh and twelfth ocen-
turies, Among the many prize reliocs is a statue of Napoloon'which Napo-
leon himself drought to Moscow but did not take away with him. O0Of espe~
clal interest were three churohes built in the fifteenth and sixteenth
centuries, the Ascosnsion, the innunclation, and the Arohangel. The gold
gilded ocupolas of these churches which had been painted black during the
war to make them less consploucus bomb targets, wers being oleaned by
many workmen and restored to their old lustre and beauty and to their

cld oharaoter as the most characteristic and famous land marks of Mossow,
The Aimerican press with the Congressional dslegation a? Spasao House and
afterwards I ssked several members of the press to remain for lunch with
ma, We visited a factory formerly used for the manufaoture of automobiles

but used during the war, and still being uaod'tor making trucks, About
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twenty thousand men and women, inciluding soume young boysy and girls,

were employed in this faotory. We first had a contor@nco with the stoaky,
keenly intelligeunt, factory manager in his couwfortable office. ie sat
behind a large desk on whioh stood a battery of telepbhones. e wore the
typlcal Kussian uniform, a blouse with a collar fitting tightly arocund
the neok, trousers in boots nearly knee high, and dlack. The ma'ser' gets
compensation about equal to what a faotory manager would get in the United
otates. The average pay of the faotory worker is about 650 rubles a month,
the pay scale ranging from 400 rubles e month for the less skilled workers
to 13860 rubies a month for the workers of highest skill{ The cars made

in this feotory ordinarily sell for about 15,000 rubles in peace time.
Thore. are labor unlions and these unions agitate for more pay add better
conditions for workers, although sinoe the factory is owned by the state,
the unione would never strike. Four per oceat c;r the profit of the enter~
prise is set aside into what 18 ocalled the Direotor's Fund for the wel-
fare of the workers. A4ll other profits go to the state and the state

of course, furnishes any needed capital for expansion. This factory,
however, like all other state enterprises of commercial oharaoter, is

required to stand on its own bottom, that is, it is run for all practicuﬁ%
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&8 an independent eoonomic unit. The faoctory manager is not only Y
pected to turn out his produot but to run his faotory efficiently and to
sell his commodity at a figure which will not omly provide fair pay for
the workers and lay aside some funds for their oare, but yleld & profit
to the state.

To see the Ballet "Crimson Sails" at the small theatre, a branch
of BedslLok, the large theatre, Goenery and dancing excellient. In thg
intermissions we were feasted by refreshments provided by Mr. Kikykon,
Commissar of Trade and Coumerce.

September l4. Conduocted by roprosyntatives of BOKS. Left at ten
o'0lock with the Congressional group to see & collective farm a few uiles
in the rolling countryside. After first going to the vrond:‘we found- the
one we were to see. It is called Gork-lenin, for Lenin once lived in a
big country house not far away., OSeventyrone families live on this farm.
Eaoh femily bus a separate house and the houses all rather elose together
make up a little settlement. Near by is the sohool, well condusted I
learned, %0 whioh all the obildren of the collective farm go. The farm's
liveatook are kept in & common barn wbich we visited and fouud very well

kept. The livestook were of good quality. Upon arrival all of us
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gathered into the home of the farm manager to learn about the farm.
Although the manager was an intelligent man and trained in agrigulture,
the house as I recall hed asbout four rocms and they were furnished about
| like the hames of a amall independent farmer or a better class tenant
farmer in the south. Since the men of the farm have been away %0 war,
the women had had t0 40 most of the farm work, but the men 'ure.Just re~
turned. The labor of the farm is divided among the farmers. The unit
of work on the farm is the manpowsr, I should have said man~day, and
different kinds of work, acecording to the diffioulty and the skill ine
volved, may have a different value in térna of man days. When the har=
vest comes a part is first set aside for the state as a sort of a tax.
Then each farmer 18 required to sell at a price fixed by the atate, a
portion of whet he has made from his man days of wo:k to the state to

be made available by the state to the people generally. Wwhatever the
farmer has left, he may sell not to & middls man, because they don't
have middle men, but to those who will sell it directly to the pudblio.
This farm, like all colleoctive farms, reants the farm machinery it uses
inciuding t;aotora, from a government agency, the function of whiech 1isa
to provide necessary farm machinery at all times to a certain number of

collective furms in this area. We walked uaoross some Of the fields and
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the crops seemed to be good., Most of the agriculture of the Soviet Union
falls into this ﬁattorn of the colleotive farm., It encountered the most
severe resistance from the smell farmers of the country when it was put
into effect. Indeed countless o” these stalwart defenders of their ine
dividual property righ;s loat'tﬁoir 11ies by their fight. Yet it must be
sald that it was the almost complete mobilization of Soviet aariéniture
through the odneouu farm whioh along with the Red Army and the mobi-
14zed faotories of the country, made it po sible for Russia te survive
the Nazi assault and win the war.

Baok to Spasso House and lunch with some of the diplomats whose
ocountries wers having their troubles and differences with Ruseia. A
confsrence with our BEmbassy press section and with our economic experts
about the fundamental economio situation in Russia.

At 8:30 to the Kramlin Wall. After a slight delay in being
oclearsd by the gunrd, we drove maybe a quarter of a mile escorted by
a Kremlin ocar, to a long yellow building. A guard stood on either side
of tha few steps leading to the door and another oa either side of the
door inside. After cheaking our hats and coats, I should say after
legving our hats and coats, we turned up a flight of stairs and followed

along s corridor in whioh stood guards at intervels of a few pages until
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we turned into the large roum where we were seated. I unoticed table
linen and silver on a table beside one wall of the room. After about
five minutes we were ushered through an adjoining rocm where there were
two Russien Generals and then into a third specicus room at the other
~end of whioh ffour eyes suddenly fell upon Genaralinglmo Juser Stalin
standing with quiet dignity and self-po.session to receive us,.

- The interview wus aot transoribed and 1 mede no notes. Nr. Kennan
rade oaly the most sketchy notes and they Ior the purposs of aiding him
in his translation for me. The following is the acoount of the lnter~
view whioh I latexr gut down in writing with ..re nennan'e assistance.

The Rus:ian interpreter sat «t ihe end of a large table. Stalin
the first on his right und Vyshinski én.tha right of 8talin. 1 sat
1ﬂ.odiatoly opposite Stalin and Mr. Keunan Lo my la?t. Aafter belin, seated
I sald thut Ilfirst wished 10 express to the Gengrulisaimn my gratitude
for the hospitality whioh . had enjoyed in !.i: couatry and for the great
privilege of sceing him ior this lutervisw, knowing how busy he was.

The interpreter said, "ue wishe:z t . thauk you."
I said then the Generallissiuo oan_boat understand what kipn of a
man I am if I tell him that I wes a friend of FPresident Roosevelt. .8 I

reoall it he made nv speolfic reply.


https://oowit.17

62

I then said I 4id not come in any officlal capacity representing
ny government, but I am forty-five years old and a member of the Forelign
Relations committh of the Senate of the United Etates whioh has a Vari
large part in the formulation of our forpign poliay.

As soon as Btalin heard tlie interpretation of that part of my remarks -
in,wpioh I nald I was forty-five years old he sniled and then when the
translation wes finished he said, "I eavy you."

| I sald there are a great many who eavy you, too.

I then sgild would the Generalissimo tell me what are the objeotives
of the Soviet Union in the next few years in domestioc and in foreign poliocy.

Stalin spoke then for some little time. The glst of his reply was
thet the Soviet Union wished to repair the damages of war and to bulld wup
the 1ndua§r1a1 strength of the country and to raise the standard of living}
of the people. He gaid, for example tha Soviet Union has sustained a‘
terrifio war demage to its transportation system, to industry end to its
producticn facilities, The output of petroleum, which befors the wer hLad
been over thirty million tons, was now only sbout eighteen million tons,
The output of pig iron was now galy eight to anine million tons. Their
industry had been very severely desmaged. To repair thic destruotion end

to build up Soviet industry and ﬁ:oﬁuction the Soviet Union had applied
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to the United cStates six months ago for a six billion dollar loam but
that they had had no answer to their request; indieating that he felt
sorie chagrin that they had oot had such an answere. This all related to
damestio yoliey. a8 for foreiga policy the objective of tue Soviet Union
was to collaborat; with the other uations of the world in keeping peace.

I then sald what answer ocan we give to the oritios who say that
the Soviet Union will use these funds if they are obtained mot for repeir-
ing war damage and building up peace time pradﬁotion'but to ountinue heavy
war produoction. That is, that the»sovict Union has not oconverted its war
industries to peade production as we ere doing but expeots to continue to
maintain a vast war produotion.

otalin smiled und sald thut is ridiculous. It would be suicide for
us to try to keep up such war produotion. On the coﬁtrary. ho sald, we
have already demobilized thrue, lndeed almost four, million men of the
Red .amy and will soon be demobllizing that muoh again. wWe are gouing to
reduct the Red .aruy to one-tialrd of its war time streagth. He sald that
he had told the Congresamen whom he had suQn Just ahead of me, more in
detail as t0o the uses to whioh Lhe Loviet Unlon expeoted ﬁo put the loan
if it were obtained. (I have in my possession a copy of the wemorandum

of the interview betwseca the Cemeraliassiumo end the louse Delegatlon headed
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by conaioaaman Culmer of lHisaisalippi, this being the Post~  Lr Loonomis
Planning Committee of the House of Reyrascntatives, on this subleoct.)

1 sald did the Generalissimo feel that the Unitad Ltates was
¢ollaborating with the Soviet Union in i satisfactory wey in international
oolladboration. He sald that the coumon interest of the ﬁnlted 3tates and
the Soviet Union in the war husd b.oought the two nations very close tow
gother and the SBuviet Unlon was very greatiy indebted Lo the United States
for the help whioh the Soviet Union hed received from the United tutcs.
However, he said thaﬁ tie which has held us together no longer axists and
we shall have to find a new basis for cur oclose :elntiona in the future.
That will not alweys be emsy he sald. He continued, "Christ said seek
end ye shall find."

I asked whether he considered sttisfactory the efforts which the
United States Govermment was meking to find such cecllaboration, Hilucnly
reply was, "They arg sryitg.”

1 then said would the Gennraiisaino eay as to whether the new
Labor Government in Great Britain will colleborete more effectively with
the Boviet Union in international affeirs than the Conservative Goveriment

of Churchill. otalin sald it wus too soon to say for sure. That iz scemed
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believed that, He added that he had gained the impression at the Potsdam
Confarence that the Labor leaders were very anxious that no one should
think them less zealous in the defense of British imperiel interests than
the Conservatives had boen.

I said that I was in Paris before ooming here and Leon Blum 1is
saying there that the Communist Party follows the lead of Moscow in its
oourase, Did the Generalissimo have any ocomment on that. Stalin smiled
and said Leon Blum wishes tha; that were true. (I am not olear Just what
the Ceneralissimo meant by this statement but my belief is that he meant
to say "Leon Blum wishes he could prove that.")

Then I said I was in Cermany also before coming bere. I am
troubled about what we should 4o with Germany. I wish there were some
way we oould reduce the population of Germany to about the size of Franoe,
Great Britain, or Polend, I am afreid they will be a danger to future
peace if they are allowed to remain a nation of their present population.
I thought perhaps if rragoo might have the SJaar and we could internationale
ize the Ruhr, that might keep Germany from making wer again.

Stalin sald the Ruhr was the important thing; that Germany got 80%

of its wer strength from the Ruhr and if that were taken away from her,
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and for example internationalized, Germany ooculd no loager make war.
I then esaked would it a2ls0 be necgessary to take Silesia away
from Germany to keep her from being able to make war again, Stalin quiockly
salid she no longer had &Sllesia, that it had aslready been given to Poland.

I then asked whaet our poliocy should be with respect to Germany and
dJapan in the future. Stalin struck the table with his olenohed fist and
sald that we must be severe with them. %e must keep our hands closely
upon them., Then he desoribed how we had made t0o soft a peace with Cermeany
last time anéd had allowed Qermuny to grow strong ageln when we shouldan't
have, Now, he said, we were doing the same thing with Japan whioh we aiad
with Cermany after the last war. That 1s, being too easy with her. lie
sald we should deal with Japen now as we are dealing with Germany now,
and not as we deslt with Germany after the last war,

I then asked should we not keep other nations from building up
war meohines egain in other parts of the world. Stalin asked uhnt'I meant
by that. I seid for example, Franoce., That I had gainsd the impressiocn
in FPrance recently that Franoce was beginning again to dbulld up military
strength and that I felt she was not in a position to afford that, stalin
then said he supposed that Ftanoo.vhavina lost her army and then later

her navy would naturally like to reduild it, I said yes, but now we have
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something we have never had before. We have the United Nations with its
power to keep world peace, and Germany and Japan no longer exist as threats
to the peace of the world, and d4id he not bslieve that the United 5tates
and the Soviet Union to a very large degree under these cireumstances

oould keep the peace of the world,

Stelin sald possibly we could., He #ald we must not let these
aggressor nations rearm and get ready for war again, thgt fortunately thi
Red Army hed been adle to atop the Germans this time but it was a very
4irficult task and we all experisnced & great danger.

I said the whole world is indebted and grateful to the Generali-
ssimo and to the Red Army for what they 4id4 in stopping eand orushing the
Nazis.,

(I gatned the distinot impression that Stalin inm respect to future
peece is as muoch a realist as he is in everything eolse, He does not geem
t0 have any optimism about it but he secems to feel that it lies within
our power to keep the future peace if we will follow the right cuurse
and not do as we did after the last war, He seens willing to cooperate
in the United Nations effort in good raitp but to0 reoognize that that

institution alone is no guarantee of world peace.)
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I then handed across the table to the'GclorQLXSllua & copy of

Henry Wallaoe's recent book "Sixty Xillion Jobs” and told the Generalissimo
that I ashould like to present that to him togetber with a ocopy of a review
of thet book whioh I had recently written for the New York Times which
was attaohcd'to it. I explained that that represented what might be
called the Roosevelt point of view about our future eoccnomic policy at
home, that it was the best statement whioh ocould be found of the polisy
of the liberal element in our country. .talin toock the book, whioh has
@ megazine format, with the title "Sixty iillion Jobs"™ in large red letters.
He looked at 1t with great interest and turned & pege or two, and, I be-
lieve, making some remark to Vyshinske., ie thanked me for bringing the
book to him and Vyshinski seemed to be glad to have it,

I said, "Would the Genersliussimo now send me away with some
message or suggestion whioh I may long rsmember as coming out of his
great wisdom and experienge.”

3talin hesitated snd then sald, "Just JQudgo the 3oviet Unlon

objeatively. Do not either praise us or scold us. Just know us and
Judge us as we are and base your sstimate of us upon fsots and not rumors.”

Mr. Kennan and I thea arose, the Generallissimo oame around the

end of the table tc me, shook hands with me and sald goodbye. (He coes
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not shake hands with.what we call a firm handolasp., In some respects it
is like the handshake Henry ‘‘ard Beeoher desoribed when he said certain
people hand you thelir hand, you shake it and hand it back to them.)
I thanked the CGeneralissimo for the privilosoi and walked away.
The Gensralissimc then spoke to Mr. Xennan, congratulating hinm

upon the excellence of his traanslation. I boliove.vyahin.ki interpolated
"Yes, damn good."
September 15 ith the Beibieh Chavee 8* Affaires where thore s

: g§e 4'Affaires where thers wore many
gueatl‘inoludlnc the British writer, J. B. Friestlyy to whom I talked
at some length, and a number of eminent Runlianswritorl. Priestly is
very sympathetie to Russila, yet says the Russians have never told hin
how many of his books or plays are published in Russia. Walked along
the streets and visited shops. There are two klinda of ahops. One is
the shop where one buys rationed artioles with ration coupons., In these
shops the people find at roanonab;o prices in terms of their inoome,
things they need for their ordinary subsistence. Ths other kind of shop
is what 1s called the ocommerciasl shop where the people who have money

oan buy at enormously high prioces, things which either in quality or

quantity they ocan not find in the ordinary shops. Some prices I notioced
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in the commerciael shops (in terms of the number of American dollars it
would tako-to buy the rubles these things would oost): an English suit

of olothes--$1000, a chosolate bar--§8.00, a quarter of a pound of butterse
$7.00; a cake of soap~-$10.00, a small ham and oheese sandwioh-«§1.00,

The commercial shop seems also to be & way by whioh the govermment by
operating something like its own black market, ean drain off the excess
rubles of the people. Of gourse, the shops like all efxorprilas of busi-
ness in the Soviet Union ars owned by the state.

Another long conference and animated disoussion with the Cone
gressional group and our Embassy o;rloidl at SBpasso House. The Con-
gressmen are very unhappy, and naturally oritical, because the Soviet
government has not cleared their plane whioch our army converted to send
in to fly them to Tuhornn; The Russians are furnishing a Russian plane
for them but they are having to pay the regular fare., MNovies to which
meny of the American colony and oocasionally Russians, gome. Vox ?
gave us a most delightful party at 6:30 p.m., having present many of
their distinguished artists and soientiats including the distinguished

Russian explorer, Papinin, who was foroced down in the erotio on his way

aoross the north pole to the United States and was rescued only after
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months of exposure in the aroctic waste. Food and wines excellent and
plentiful and there was the ever present vodka. After one of the singers
had sung beautifully a negro spiritual, gave them the best we could
"Swing Low, Sweet Chariot”, }"’xontunky Home," and "Goodnight Ladles” to
whioh the Russians generocusly, and I dbelieve sinocersly, responded for
somshow our getting together and singing some of ocur folk songs for them
revealed the quhlities of good humor and rriona11nosa whioh they like in
Amerioa.

Sunday, September 16. At noon with Mise White of the Imbasasy,
to the Bolshoi Theater and saw the lovely ballet "The Fountain®". The
performasnce lasted from twelve to throe. The scenery was marvellous,
excellent danoing and aoting, a grand spectasle, No doudt Russian
ballet is the best in the world, Reception givea by some of the young
ladies in our bmbasay--people who are due the thanks of th; country for
the patriotie service they render abroad, often under uncomfortable and
unpleasant oiroﬁnatannel. To the opera Eugene Onegen, also at the
Bolshoi Theater, bassd upon ths beautiful poem of Pushkin. The staging
and thé BOGNETY were very good as was thg singing. I shall never &he
forget the duel in the snow or the song of the sad poet Just before the

duel whioh was to oost him his 1life began. This dmelliing scene was not
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only brilliant but prophetioc for it was in just such a duel and scens
that the great FPushkin himself lost his life at 37. The Bolshoi Theater
is beautiful and spacious. In the form of a huge horseshoe six tiers

of seats or baloonies rise above the main floor. The deocorations are
€old and reéd velvet. The stage itself ia inﬁnnlt. Zhuhov, the great
Red Marshall, conqueror of Berlin, sat in a box to the right of the
stage, The audience began to applaud when it reocognized the Marshall.
Generally the Russian military men are not played up as ours are in the
press, but Zhuhov is ths exception.

The louse group got off for Teherasn today. September 17. To our
Chanoellry and a oonference with our econamio experts getting the beast
information they had about the natural resources, the industrial capa~
oity, the scientifiec akill, and asgrioultural produotion in ﬁulaia.
Russia has great need, but she also has great strength, Wwent to meet
and to have a pleasant informal talk with the officers of our military
and naval mission, after whioh I had the heads of the missioas for lunch
at Spasso House. Our offiocers accustomed generally to going to another
officer with whom they wished to discuss a matter, naturally have chafed

under the restraint here, whioh until recently at least forbade them
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ever to go directly to a Russian officor dealing with a particular sube-
Jeot and requiring them elways to make their ocontaots through a govern-
ment bureau dealing with foreign affairs. It was explained that if aen
Amerioan officer wished to confer with a Russien officer having direot
authority over a particular sudbleot, the inerican first would reduce to
writing just what he wanted to communicate to or receive rrog.tha Ruasian
offiger., It would be arranged, then, for the imerioan offiocer to deliver
his communication to the Russien officer in the foreign bureau. The
Russian officer would read the oommuniocetion at once and if he were not
olear about something the American officer had sald, he might ask
questions about what the ,merican offiocer really meant, Onoe satisfied
about the content of the imerican officer's statement, the Russian would
€0 away and in due course prepare his answer. Vvhen hs was ready o0 pre-~
gent his reply to the American officer, the two would meet again at the
foreign bureau. This time the American oould ask questions, if he were
not clear about what the Russian had written down. It took not oaly
time but patience to carry on important and detailed military negotia-~
tions betwesn two great powers in a modern wgr. The real reason for this

slow and unsatisfastory procedure, seams to have been that uatil the
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German wer was over, all the important deoisions about military matters
affeoting the Red Army were made by Genmeralisseimo Stalin himself or by
his most r.-ponqxhlo starff people around him., Consequently the opposite
nunber of an American officer eould have had the authority tw make a
deciaion even if ﬁo could have met and talked freely with the Ainerican
officer, It happened however, that immediately upon their ouningvinto
the Japanese war the Russians d4id de-centralize authority'and invest
in the oommanders in the field the powers to make deoisions. This made
posaible liason in an affective way direoctly between Kussian and other
Allled officers in the field.

To a showing of some excellent Russian motion pilotures. One was
"The Conquest of Berlin" and the other "Viotory Farade" showing the
megnifiocent viotory parede through Red Square and before Ganorullsaino\
Stalin and the highest men of the state and the army reviewing it from
Lenin's tomb, The people themselves never see a parade within Red
Bquari. Only the officials high up on Lenin's tomb ae; then from tharQJ
The peoOple mass in other streets. A third pioture was a feature showing
musio instruotion in a Soyiet academy to boys and girls. .an eveuing of

talk with the head of the Amerioan Red COrosa in Russia and American
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experts., I find that most instances of Americans not liking the
Russians are traceable to two kinds of experience.they have had with
the Russians. One an unsatisfagtory personsl experience with Soviet
bureauoracy, or two, some ;aso or cases they know of where Russian bu~-
resucrasy, maybe the Russian seoret police, hes been unkind or maybe
oruel to someone who 1s a Soviet ocitizen or the Soviet colaims he is a
Soviet citizen. Russia is s0 huge and the Soviet experiment and ex~

Perience 80 ocolessal that it 1s hard to see them in prospective.
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