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ancl time on news and comics, still failed 
to satisfy news-hungry readers. Locally, 
the most-missed news irems were obitu­
aries. Adams reported from Rochester: 
"A new radio program, ushered in daily 
by the [organ] strains of 'In a ·Monastery 
Garden,' ... perhaps [is] the most popu­
lar feature on any of the local stations." 

Burgeoning Chains 
In the wake of the first world war, 

newspaper chains mushroomed across 
the land. William Randolph Hearst, 
alone, acquired 23 dailies (many since 
sold or killed off) dur ing the booming 
'20s, and by the end of that decade no 
fewer than 60 chains controlled some 
:300 newspapers in the United States. 

In another 'postwar period of record 
circulations and advertising, the news­
paper market again was bullish as 1947 
got under way, and the same pattern of 
chain expansion was beginning to emerge 
from the storm cellar to which the pub­
lishers had retreated in the '30s. The 
industry even heard well-founded reports 
that Hearst was at least in the mood to lntematlonal 

talk expansion. Davis: Bullish broker in newspapers 
But right now, it's the smaller fellows 

who are on the make for bigger news- chairman of General Newspapers, Marsh 
paper (and radio ) empires. Not long controls, besides his Spartanburg buys, 
ago, the Ridder brothers-Bernard H., these major holdings : The Macon (Ca.) 
Victor F., and Joseph E.- whose holdings Telegraph anq News, The Gadsden 
spread from The Journal of Commerce (Ala.) Times, The Cleveland (Tenn.) 
and Staats-Zeitung und Herold in New Banner, The Wilmington (N. C.) Post, 
York to The St. Paul Pioneer Press and The .Middletown (N. Y.) Times-Herald; 
Dispatch and papers in the Dakotas, radio stations in Macon, Orlando, Fla., 
bought hea".ily into The . Manc~e_ster Wilmington, and Gadsden (the last un­
(N. H. ) ~mon-Leader with W~l_ham der construction) . · · 
~eh, publisher of_ two Vermont dailies~ . Marsh also has dabbled in oil_, farm · 

/ ,~ Southern Str~ng: T~o other pu!;'._- ~nds, and politics. In the early '40s, he 
1 1 

7 hshers felt growmg pams last week. eased himself into a red-brick house on 
One was Charles E. Mars~, 60-Y_ear-old, R Street in Washington, there hung an 
t~ll and stooped eccentric behmd the oil portrait of himself labeled "The Pre­
ht~le-known General Newspapers, I~c. ceptor," and set himself up as just that to 
T~e other "~as 1!rs, Ruth McCoi::rnick Vice President Henry A. Wallace and 
Miller, favorite mece of The Chicago lesser New Dealers. This political ro­
Tribtme's blustery publisher, Col. Robert mance ended after the Democrats 
R. McCormick. To his string of Southern brushed Wallace off their ticket in 1944. 
dailies and radio stations, Marsh added Despite his Midas touch, Marsh rare­
The Spartanbur~ (S. C.) Herald and ly loo),:s at a balance sheet, and plans to 
Journal. Mrs. Miller and her husband, "die broke" by leaving his properties in -
Peter :Miller, who recently bought The a foundation. But he wants the founda­
Peru (Ill.) Daily News-Herald, _grabbed tion's portfolio to be bigger, and to this 
off the La Salle (Ill) Post-Tnbune. end he has retained Davis for twelve and 

Smith Davis, the fabulous Cleveland a half years to buy more newspapg rs . 
newspaper broker, figured in both deals. '-i..or him. 
For himself and William E. Townes, co- "' · -
owner (25 per cent) and . publisher of G I f h p L 
the Spartanburg dailies, Davis turned a ent eman O t e ress 
neat profit. They got about $825,000 for . Shortly before midnight on Jan. 3, 
The Journal and Herald, which Davis the news came over the telephone to the · 
bought less th_iln two years ago for just city room of The i',e\v York Herald 
under $700,000. Tribune : "Mr. Reid died at 10:35 to-

Mystery Man: The man virtually n0- night." Everybody on The Herald Trib­
body knows in the Spartanburg deal is . une knew that it meant Ogden Mills 
Marsh. As city editor of The Cleveland Reid who owned the paper, but it was 
Press, editor of the now defunct Akron a tribute to him that they found it hard 
(Ohio) Press, and managing editor of to call him boss. · · 
The Cincinnati Post before the first For Reid more often · than not had 
world war, the Cincinnati-born Marsh played at being president-publisher-edi­
absorbed the expansion technique of the tor of his paper. The throne room in fact, 
late E. W. Scripps. Today, as board if not in name, for years had been the 
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sixth-floor office of his wife, Helen Rogers 
Reid, whom Reid married in 1911 when 
she was his mother's social secretary. 

· But however lightly Reid sometimes · 
took his roles, he valued highly his rich . 
jo~malistic heritage. The only son o£ 
Whitelaw Reid, the journalist-diplomat 
who took over Horace· Greeley's New 
York Tribune, Reid was born in New 
York 64 years ago, studied at Bono Uni­
versity in Germany, took his law degree 
at Yale in 1907, and practiced only a 
yea:-. In 1908, he joined The Tribune and 
worked in all departments against the 
day he would succeed his father. 

That day came in J912, when his 
father, then ambassador to Britain, <lied. 
The business side of the paper bored 
young Reid and by 1922, two years be­
fore the $5,000,000 merger of The Trib­
une and Herald, be had turned .the com­
mercial departments over to his wife. 

But to the end Reid played his part 
as newspape1man and editor, Tarely 
brilliantly but at least competently when 
he put his mind to it. He liked to drop -
into the newsroom late at night to talk 
shop and politics. 

In the last two years, thes; nocturnal 
visits had become· rare. On the final one, 
election night, Reid suffered a dizzy spell 
while reading about the sweep of his be­
loved Republican party in the Congres­
sional elections. In December he entered -
the Columbia-Presbyterian Medical Cen­
ter and was responding to treatment for 
an ulcerous throat when pneumonia set 
in and took his life. . 

On Tuesday this week Reid was buried 
in the family vault at Sleepy Hollow 
Cemetery in Tanytown, N. Y. Behind 
him he left a prosperous, excellent paper 
which his sons Whitelaw and O~den 
some day will run. And to his staff he 
left pleasant memories. Their epitaph for 
him might well be: "He was decent. 
kind, and above all, a gentleman." 

/ ~ 

Ogd.:...t Reid, 1882-1947 
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Political Note ■ on Meeting of Democratic Party 

Officiale from Oklahoma, Arkaneae, Texae, 

Lquie i ana, Tenneeeee and Kentucky, ~uly 9 1 1947 

Harber and :McIntyre, <Jovernor Turner'e eecretary, were in Waehington
attending the above. me4ting ae representativee of Governor Turner. 
Former Governor Kerr, who ie National Committeeman, and the National 
Committeewoman, ae well ae eever&l Oklahoma State Committee officere 
were al eo here. 

Harber reporte that the meeting wae very well managed, everything wae 
emooth, no controvereial mattere brought up. There wae no mention 
of Wallace or a party eplit. Each etate delegation had an hour'e 
meeting with the principal officere of the Democratic National 
Committee, involving a diecueeion of the 1948 party organization and 
any other probleme that vieitore wiehed to bring up. They had an hour 
with Truman in which he did moet of the talking. He talked about being 
"imprieoned"--a very nice prieon but in which he had to eerve alone. 
Re aeked for their continued eupport and cooperation. The Louieiana 
delegation eaid that the Louieiana delAe,.ww would go for Truman in 
1948. Arkaneae and Texae aleo indicated the eame but not eo etrongly 
or ae directly. Oklahoma eaid nothing, as did Tenneeeee and Kentucky. 
The Preeident thanked the Louieiana men without eaying he wae a 
candidate to eucceed himeelf. There wae a big luneheon, which all the 
vieitore attended, quite a few Cabinet people and Senatore and 
Repreeentativee froD} the etatee repreeented. Slark'e epeech wae 
unimpreeeive, mainly about hie Freedom Train and law enforcement. 

Harber and McIntyre and eeveral other people who attended eaid it 
wae juet a nice, friendly meeting, largely to create fri endly relation­
ehipe between the National Committeemen, State Committ ee <Dff:tcere 
and the President and National Committee Executives. There wae no 
diecueeion of platform or candidatee. There wae eome diecueeion of 
State Party Organizatione by individual etatee and National Committee 
Officere. Several or the delegatione requested Truman to make a .tm 
tour to get himeelf better known among the rank and file. I am told 
that he hae decided againet thie. 

No tee on Oklah~: The Oklahoma group informed the National Cammi ttee 
that they expect to reorganize the party in Oklahoma in January. The 
National Committee went along and eaid that was their affair. It ie 
expected that Kerr will ehortly reeign, the Governor will appoint 
Harber National Committeeman, a.nd in January or February, the new 
State party officiale, who will be Turner people, will be elected. 
Kerr eeems to be going along with this plan, I suppoee, primarily, 
because he is go ing to run for the Senate and wiehee the Truner forcee 
not to oppoee him a.nd hopee to have them on hie eide. 
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Politieal Notes---2 

Creekmore Fath told me that the Democratic National Committeeman 
from Louisiana, during the Wallace speaking tour, had written the 
National Committee and urged that Wallace not be read out of the 
Party and that everything be done to keep all the groups under the 
Democratic umbrella. I did all I could to sell the idea of party 
unity to the Arkansas delegation, as well as to the Oklahoma group. 
The Oklahoma group is O.K. The Arkansas group is very conservative 
and is going to be hard to keep i n line. 

Fath reports that the Regulars in Texas are going to revive their 
right to take over the Democratic Party there. He says th&t 
Tennessee and Kentucky will probably go along on Truman and will 
be fill middle of the road or slightly liberal on platform. 

I am told that the conserTative people in the party in ~he South 
are putting great pressure on Truman to fire Gael Sullivan because 
he was arrested for drunken driving. Actually the reason is not 
drunken driving but because he is advocating National Aealth 
Insurance Legislation through the Party machinery and because he 
made the veto vote on the Taft-Hartley Eill a party issue. They 
are using the little mistake in an attempt to get rid of his slightly 
New Deal policies in the National Committee organization. George 
Killian, the Treasurer of the Committee, is aiding and abett ing these 
conservatives in their efforts t o fire Sullivan. Fath reports that 
Truman is standing firm, as is Hannegan, and that there are i ndi cati ons 
that t hey will fire Killian instead of Sullivan. 



LYNDON B. JOHNSON COMMITTEES: 
10TH TE'.XAS DISTRJCT NAVAL AFFAIRS 

89..ECT COMMlffEI: ON POST.WAR 
WASHINGTON ADDRESS: MILITARY POLICY 

?504 OLD HOUSE OJl'FICE BLca. Qtongress of tbe Wniteb $tates SECRETARIES: 

ASSISTANT: GLYNN STEGALL. 
WALTER JENKINS Miss MARY RATHER~oust of l\eprestntatibt1' 

MRS. PHILI,. NtCHOLS.JR. 

MftS. SAM B. Pl.YU:ftma~ington. ll. <t;. Mias JO!iENtlNt: Cllouc::H 

l<tll"'. Cl~~il'le3 -S. l·•1lC:.l\J!1J 
c / o General· 1i"e1-;s.9a:pers, Inc . , 
6 ·~ast 92nd Street, 
r;1:rw Yo1~1~ 28, li. Y. 

I h:::.ve be~:: o-..rt of tmm :or th:..•er~ or four 
days :::.nd. ju3t sot your not~ thL, uo:cn:'..ns. 3ird. r\.nd 
I will placl'.3 a cull :'o:r you S1.md..:::.~•: :rn.t :Jhould , 18 

not :c~c.ch yo".J. I llav-e h0p0s th1:..t thL3 l,,,.ttf:_' ·.liJ.l 
catch u_p wi i;h you. 

'lf3 }:ll~m to le~1.ve iwre about Au0us t 13th 
for Tr:>:.co.s and likl:lly i.1ill not be ca.ct until J 1.muary. 
I 3~01 cJo glc:~d to l;:nm, th.,.i:b ;)ian':I. ;:,.nd. 1-liclnel are clo­
:ing W<?-11 and I CTrl SUl'P. (!11,9,~ Coi will 1JP 13cod. fo1· 
them. Our three yea1· old L,;rn,ia Bird_ is ir1 'l'e:-:as 
and. will not· ret1.1.ITI. ·.'e vl~n to fly L~tdJ Ji:cd a.nd. 
Lucy B, .ines to Texas GOI.l<> nisht ~IP.Bk c.ft,:;,r ne:x:t c.nd. 
thus eliminat(c"!' a srf3at 1.:1.~:.:n,:r t.r,J.Yel groblel!l.:3. .I d.o 
ho};)o you ,.~ill br:> back this W!::.:J bs::.:\n~e we le::ive. I 
need the in.:;plra-tion end. ::itl1;1ular.t that a cou2le of 
hours -;..rith you alw:..y3 giYP-S me. If you e.::.·e. .:;.;cound., 
do call U3. 

'.FRAN.SFERR ED TO HAND W R ITING FIL.$ 
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ELLIS ARNALL 
1407 CANDLER BUII..0ING 

ATLANTA.GEORGIA 

August 19, 1947 

Hon. Charles Marsh 
6 East 92nd Street 
New York, New York 

Dear Charlie : 

I 111 appreciate it if , at your convenience , 
you will contact Dr. Roscoe Martin, University of 
Alabama, Tuscaloosa . 

Dr . Martin is a very fine friend of mine 
and he is delighted about your acquisition of the 
Tuscaloosa paper. 

When you are coming down this way , let 
me know . 

With all good wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

~ -<~~<d.-<.-<--,; 

Ellis Arnail 

ea/gc 



SOUTHERN FARMER 

MONTGOMERY 1,ALABAMA 

AUl!lREY WILLIAMS August 19, 1947 
PU !!-L IS I-IER 

My dear Charles: 

Helen does me too much credit. 

I have talked with our friend and will 

be in the East within the next ten days . Would 

enjoy continuing our discussions. 

I will be at the Mayflower in Washington 

Sunday the 24th . 

Mr• Charles E. Marsh 
c/o General Newspapers, Inc. 
6 East 92nd street 
New York 28 , N. Y. 
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ftOIIEftT C. HILL, CLERK 

COMMITTEE ON BANKIN8 AND CURRENCY 

August 25, 1947 

Mr. Charles E. Marsh 
c/o General Newspapers, Inc . 
6 East 92nd Street 
New York 28, N.Y. 

Dear Mr. Marsh : 

In the absence of Senator Taylor, 
I am taking the liberty of answering your letter 
of August 25. 

I plan to leave this week to join 
the Senator in Idaho for a brief trip over the 
State. I will transnrl. t your message to him and 
I know that he will look forward to a long visit 
w.i. th you upon his return to ,ashington in October. 

Sincerely yours, 

eefe 
i s trative Assistant 

to senator Taylor 

JAK. nip 



THE NEWS AND OBSERVER 
.JOSEPHUS DANIELS, PRHIDKNT 

RALEIGH, N. C. 

August 26., 1947 

Dear Mr. Marsh: 

It was good to receive your letter 
and to recall our meeting at Austin., Texas. 

As you know., I held Mr . Fitzgerald 
in high esteem and we had many things in common • 
I recall the incident you speak of and your visit 
to Raleigh . 

Since I talked with you about my 
first book I have written several others., the 
last being one of my experiences in Mexico 
called 11 Shirt-Sleeve Diplomat" . 

With appreciation of your letter and 
hoping we may foregather again ., I am 

Sincerely yours 

Mr. Charles E. Marsh 
c/o General Newspapers., Inc. 

6 East 92nd Street., 
New York 28., New Yor~. 
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THE McltENZIE BANNER • 4 Good J\dvertisinq Medium 

Serolng Carroll, Henry and Weakley Countie, . . . . . Commercial Printing &peril:, 'Done 
McJ.enzie, Tennessee

August 27 , 1947. 

Mr . Charles E. Marsh, 
Gener al Newspapers; Ino ., 
6 East 92nd Street , 
New York , 28 , N. Y. 

Dear Mt- . Marsh : 

Your letter of the 25t h came today. I had wondered what 
had becoma of you , and had about decided that you became dis­
gust ed with Tennessee du.ring the election campaign, am had 
sort of shaken the dust from off your feet . 

Yes , there is no que$tion in my mind about Gordon Browning ' s 
standing in Tennessee now. He can sweep the state for Governor 
in 1948 , and many feel .that he v~uld have no trouble defeating
Stewar t tor the Senate. However , I em very anxious for him to 
run tor Governor , serve two terms, and then take MoKellar ' s place 
in the u. s. Senate. Personally, I am for Estes Kefauver tor 
Stewart' s place. If we could get Browning and Kefauver t o t eam 
up together they would win in a walk. 

I will be mighty gla,d to have you or your son come to 
Tennessee , am if I can be of any assistance in helping ~ u 
look over the newspaper situation here , I will be gald to do 
what I oan. Just let me knov- '.:hen :,10u plan to come , and I 
Will arrange to be with you . 

s for Meeting Lt. Col . Bro,ming, if you will arrange to 
come dovm to McKenzie I will get him to come over and join us 
in some old f ashioned Tennessee frie ~ chicken at my house . Yt>u 
have not qui t -e enjoyed life to the fulle st until you eat some 
of Mrs . Villiamson' s fried .chicken. Let me know ahead ottime and 
I will get Gordon to make his plans to be ','! ith us. 

I am still taking cracks at the Crump crowd at every oppor­
tunity . I believe in keeping up th~ fight , and never giving t ime 
for a breathing spell. 

Mrs . Williamson joins me in best regards, and also in inviting 
you to visit us . 

Yours very tru:Jry , / '/1 h • 

'£/an. ,1..1_,v. ~0--eY 
irarryC,illiamson J 
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,NEW .· GOVE~ _NOR'S l',IANSION· 'SILLIEST IDEA YET 

The Crump..:-r✓1_cCord scheme to:purchase the Rogers Cald·- . 
well "Pink Palace" and some 200 ·ac;res of land for aGo~­
ernot's Mansion is about the silliest idea that has come from 
Nashville ·recently, .. ·. . : . .· : . ' . . . ...•. . . . ~ 

Regardles; .or' all the lie-calling'°.l\,!cCord has do~e about) 
the plan, the Press-Sci!l}itar Bureau in Washington states I 

· that State's At_torney General Roy · Beeler, and his Assist-1 
· ant Nat Tipton, have been in Washi.ngton, and that United] 

. : _States Attorne~ G~n__eral ~om ~ fark's· office admits that -the 
, Caldwell Mansion was bemg discussed. · ' . ,. 

~ . . ' . . '. -· 
The id~a of burdening the taxpayers of the state and our 

future Governors with this $350,000 "White · Elephant" is 
. the most rediculous proposal we .have heard~No, not.quite 
. The effort on the part of the Adminis 

0

tration to ):lave Burgin 
. Dossett made President of the University of Tennessee still · 
·heads the list in ridiculosity. · · • · · 

· . Why a Go~e;no~'s "MANSION" anyway? The state should 
~-own a good 'practical home -conveniently located where the 

Chief Executive could live. It should be somewhat in keep­
ing with the average home of the men' ~ho have served as 
Go~ernors-and most of those lived in rather. average_hou5: 
es. 

We here in Tennessee, · and in · these United States of 
· America are not interested in "Royal Mansions" and have 

no interest in setting our Governor up like some .European 
Duke or Lord. We want men for Governors who have the I 

• • • I 

-iri.ter~t of the people at heart _(Not simply a desire _to please I 
Ed Crump) and who while: serving as Governor will live 
in simple dignity in a house called a "HOME" and not a 
huge barn of a place that was built during the crazy days , 
of the Caldwell-Lea check.-kiting regime. Surely the people ; 
of Tennessee will not sit by and say.nothing and permit the · 
state Administration to pull a deal like that . . . However 
·'the people" will sta:.d for most anything; for example the 
;sales Tax. · 
~ -;· --= -----·-:---------



o/o General 
6 n t 92nd ti'tr . t, 

York 28, M.Y. 
S pt ember 20, 1947 r r i tten at Fill outh, ass . ) 

• ~ 11 iamson, 
e icKenzie Banner, 

' Kensie, 

Dear . • il · oni 

Your t i ck t i s s:, t i cket . 

t i i so j · .ed at the moment that 
I can not , . e a o"'i tive te for :·\cKenzie . 

I can tell you and s . l/illiameon, h01fevel", 
t hat it I had .ey t oday I would be rith 
you t o rr . , i th or without the tried 
chicken. 

Sincer-ely, 

Charles ~. Jarsh 
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POST OFFICE BOX 1403 

HOUSTON 1, TEXAS 

September 10, 1947 

Mr. Charles E. Marsh, 
c/o General Newspapers, Inc.,
6 East 92nd Street, 
New York 28, N. Y. 

Dear Charles: 

Thie will acknowledge receipt of your letter 
of August 28th. 

Since I will not be in New York in September,
I shall hope to see you when you come to Texas in 
October, although I am scheduled to be at the Shoreham 
Hotel in Washington between the 8th and 12th of 
October after which I will return to Houston. 

You ask about Woodley Petroleum Company.
This· stock has been traded in on the New York Curb 
since the year 1922. Ours is a small company but I 
think has a good record for consistent payment of 
dividends to stock.holders. Naturally our earnings
will be up somewhat this year due to the advance of 
the price of crude oil. 

I enclose herewith a copy or our last 
Annual Report to Stockhold~rs. 

About the o1+ industry generally, I think 
the future is bright, because all or the forecasters 
show that we will continue to have an increasing
demand for oil and all products for some time whereas 
the finding or new oil has slowed down considerably
in the past four yea.re. In other words, I think 
investment in oil reserves le a good one at this time. 
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Writ.ten in ssis.aippi 
Dee-ember 30, 19 i7 

Dear • Dan1el1U 

I ba.ve been nding on tlle l or 
tail end b\l$ins:s~.. A eek on Cape 1th e 
sati sf ctory. The c onditio il o£ 'ra.yl or .s not as d as1this 
~•a news indlc::,at.es. I have had · ree r f our l ong 
·sesai ns " th Senator 'i' ' l or-. I starl.ed t take him 'by ca.r 
,our of .~aahin on on 1ir,r pr .sent palitic 1 mrir.1;g tlu-o~ 
Tenneas e, I•u..u1.1~ ~ , i, • s i as · 91. -:& -: w.i · g to o, 
bat. I tho ght it 'bad o .ities to have around while t al.k-
1.ng d.tb ormer Gove.mar Brmming o.f Tenne s aee w om I 
vi:#itoo Qll S>~., 

I heline you J:JJq help sbou.\d you ,phone or i · at el rlte 
Senator T . lor, ·sayl:a.g in ef.f.eet., tt-...at you .. e his eontrl.dera­
t . G!.l 1dll cail:We M t o at4y in the l i beral groups which~ 
aaft th.a democ:ratiie . roces,ses as w l as t ·e ·r atic arty .• 

I am lfl'i\i ng y bee.a.use I eomsider you the e . Jf reniaini"8 
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Memo on Sen. Glen H. Taylor (Idaho) 

If Sen. Taylor stays within the party, then a swries of 

editorials. Taylor will write a series of articles on the thesis 

ot how and why we can be kept out of war. 

One article will be on the broad question of why war is 

destructive to our country and people yet unborn. Everyone knows 

that war is destructive of .life. Everyone knows that $2.00 our of 

every $3.00 will be spent in moral preparation and in payment of 

past wars. Everyone should know that a general war will create 

a standard of living as low as the general standard of living in 

England today. 

But not everyone knows that in many cases among nany minerals, 

such as copper, that four years of war eat up one-fourth of the avail­

able supply of that metal within the united States. What we burn 

up in war we never get be.ck simply because we burn it up for no pro -

ductive value1either permanently or temporarily1which provide a high­

er standard of living -- the basis of education, for good bodies 

and for the people•s savings. When .we cut down a forest to make 

ar~ camps or to build wooden ships good only in war emergency, we 

must expect to pay an absurdly high price for our own homes. 

So in an opening article (there will be six in the ser­

ies) the aveeage citizen voter will be told what a war joy-ride 

means to himself and his children. 

He should be told that what has happened in Europe throws 

its waves upon our shores. He should be told that a prosperous 

British Empire in 1914 became an upset, unstable and declining 

British Isles in 1920. Thus in two years after a victorious 

war. He should be told that a second victorious World War finds 

England and western Burope in collapse and he should be told that 



a third World War may find the great and prosperous United States 

of America ending a victorious war with Russia in a state of chaos, 

unworkable high ·.taxes and headed, for fascism as idle, strike-bound 

factories and broken down public services cause the people to sub­

mit to so-called "strong men" promi sing order such as Mussolini 

and Hitler promised the corporations and the banks and the insur­

ande companies and shipping interests and factory owners. 

Such an aftermath of World War Two on the continent or Eu­

rope during 1930-1940 might easily come to the new strong~United 

States should the country continue t o burn up its natural resources, 

such as oil, forests, iron, and man-power in a third World War. 

Rome won two Punic wars and became world master after beat­

ing Carthage, the most beautiful city in the world, in the so-called 

third Punic war -- burned it to the ground and leveled it of f. But 

the victor in this effort laid the seed of her own depression. The 

great historian, Gibbon, rightly called the following period "The 

Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire ." 

But such words as "empire", "communi sm" and "fasc ism" are 

but name s in the decline and fall of peoples as war eats up their 

substance and happiness. What the leadership of America must 

work out is the leadership of men world-wide. otherwise Chris­

tianity is a mockery. Otherwise history will report the decline 

and fall of the American nation. 

Throughout this country is the loose talk "What are we wait-

ing for?" We hears "One bomb on: Moscow, please". But we do 

not hear the simple historic truth. Blindly in fear or ill nature, 

many of our chieftains in finance and politics and the press have 

followed those military leaders, now out of jobs, who will use atom 

bombs to bring peace to this world. 



For Christ's sake let us pray that in this New Year the 

American people will call a halt to this fashionable fascist 

fear-drive against the Russian communist - that xhere will be a 

miracle also in Moscow where a Molotov will be supplanted as was 

Litvinov, and where, in this country, the military trappings shall 

not be the insignia of the Prince of Peace. 

P.s. This thought goes on in two such articles in the proposed 

outline of the platform in .the Democratic party; (or if he goes 

third party) he may use this basic argument while stumping, al­

though I cannot use the series of articles of an active campaigner 

in the newspapers in serial form. The matter might, of course, 

be written for The New Republic if he so desires. 



Political Forecast. 

The Republicans, lead by either a Tart or an Eisen­

hower, are more nearly the pro spect for . continued peace with 

Russia than Truman, :Marshall or Beahy. 

Wallace's third party probably will beat Trwmn. The 

defeated Democratic party properly may blame W~llaoe. The 

Republican party, of course, will not acclaim Wallace who mere­

ly passes on off the brink: of the stage as Henry the Giant Kill­

er. But the Republicans gather the power and the grapes for 

four years. All the Uberals remaining in the Democratic party 

will blame Henry for bolting and naming the Republican victor. 

So Henry must say the i'ollowing on November 4th: "We shall 

carry on through the next four years as a third independent 

party looking for victory in 1952." His Vice Presidential can­

didate and all other Third Party members will either continue 

with Henry or return to the Democratic fold. But, of course, 

the Third Party in decay or growth (the last almost histori­

cally inconcievable) will remain a Wa llace-Baldwin machine seek­

ing more power and more votes by reaching toward the lower middle, 

the radical proletariat and the upstairs intellectual. 

But obviously the Republicans will not be as belli­

gerent in their foreign policy as the Democratic triumvirate. Of 

course neither Marshall nor Leahy is Democratic, and both will 

retire permanently with Truman in defeat, leaving the Democratic 

party a shambles, bereft of all liberal elements which have to 

follow Wallace. 

So the prospect for a Republican victory is for a milder 

form of cold war, leaving the iincere and genuine peave-loving 

voters split and therefore ineffectual, while the real power for 



the next four years ~s left with capitalistic Wall Street and its 

allies in burying forever the New Deal•s economic policies started 

in 1932 by Roosevelt. 

This bleak prospect probably means the full indignation 

of the average American citizen will reach its economic peak about 

1950 with world affairs still chaotic, but not in a 3rd World War. 

That will be the time when the maximum youth and courage of the 

non-bolting Democratic Liberals will be called upon to carry this 

country forward in the 1932 pattern for economic progress and world 

peace. 

As Roosevelt told Wallace: "Give us time, Henry. Russia 

has come from 1918 thirty percent. of the way toward our way, and 

from 1932 we have gone thirty percent. to the Russian way. There 

is not too much difference between Joe and myself. We can and 

will get along. We will bridge the forty percent. between our pe~ 

ples. The Far F.ast will make progress toward Democracy in these 

troubled times. I still remain an optimist. Patience and courage. 

Give the people a ~hance." 

Roo sevelt told Wallace in two pieces -- one when he told 

him to go to Madison Square Garden at the celebration of the Soviet 

.ArmiY's 21st anniversary and again just before the convention which 

named Rooseve l t and Truman when he said: "You and I, Henry, for 

the next four years, and I am glad." 

Look at this background today. Henry is not carrying 

on. The Army and Navy and Wall street and the Catholic princes 

have the country. They cannot and never have kept it wither under 

Harding or Hoover. The bell is ringing for 1950 and 1952. Let 

us take the Democratic party and go forward in the light of 1930 

and 1932. Only thus will the new day and the new dollar be prac-

tical. It takes more toughness to take the fight waiting than 

jumping on a white horse behind Henry. 
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