











FIRST DAY OUT - September 17, 1948

One hundred miles out from the Virginia Farm it seemed like a good idea
to have a bottle of 014 Export - Cumberland Ale. Then there was chile
and beer at the bar.

Aronholt - route #50 - George Washington Highway

A soft drink stand and beer Joint averaged six gainfully employed
at the bar at 11100am with the Jjuke box golng full blast.

The high cost of living on top of the Allechanies in VWest Virginia
Hamburgers 25¢, hot dogs (one dog) 20¢, and one pork chop 30¢, 30¢ for
a ham sandwich, bottle of beer 25¢, french frles 30¢, but tonic much
used as a beverage by the malarial people still 1s 5¢ but in a reduced
size glass, |

Aronholt 1s iIn the Alleghanies maln ridge--a mountaln deal.

MacAvoy, the little capitalist,of saw mills, whotakes the little
custom ltimber work for his neighboras 1s listed at the bank as having
$80,000 and wearing $8;OO worth of clothes. Broken down, toothless and
somewhat of an idlot.

The family unit produced b& the bantam had seven male working units
which probably experienced in the making of the $80,000. '

He said they all got too smart for him and quit him.

He sald last and baby boy, who welghed 200 lbs--sort of a shaver--
could work with him and cut 500 feet a day but since his little fellow
left him--hls younger son--he only coo feet with his hired help.

So the story of this MacAvoy capltalist 1ndica£es slave labor by
virtue of his wife's fecundity. He knows they all are so smart they
could take him on a nickle and give him 2¢ change.

then a working man for West Virginia Pulp and Paper Co. moves home
with cash money at over §1.00 an hour he goes to talk with Popa and
he says that when he was the same age he did not get over 20¢ .

¥r. Rice interupted saying "I know people around here who worked

for 5¢ an hour."



Moving in towards Tulsa a constructlion sign reads on Route
66 “"construction ahead--sign of progressf. Compare this with Atlantic
Seaboard sign whitgh saysconstruction ahead travel at your own risk?”
and "construction shead illezal to pass and at your own risk"

This country 1s as open to individualism and free wheeling as
the East so often seems cramped. You move at an average rate of
60 miles and so does everyone else with no traffic cops on the public
pay roll and relatively few accldents. |

people do not drive

Apparently in fear of the law but quite well aware of the need
of personal safety and dependability.

From 400 to 500 miles a day by auto 1s not a fatigueing matter.
Most people who drive across the U.S. know this but Ror one who has
Just left the East 1t 1s exilerating. At the end of the day you
feel fresh and ready for the day ahead. Of course, this, im not
true of California. But from the Mississippi to California it's a

drivers paradice.

This to be inserted later: VYhen we get to Texas and past. Not a

a speed cop on the road and not a wrbek from Mississippi to Cairo

to #HR¥e e

ILittle farmers processing the fall apple crop from the orchards
sweet cider produces a sign reading "Ice Cold - Sweet Cider-Free
sample" Merely noted with thé thought that the Conneticut Yankyee
might take heed that that there may be profit in this friendly business.



labor
First sign of/trouble along Highway 60. West end of Poplar

Bluff. Two striking structual workers placarding "Unfair to

union labor" But where 15 years ago the bzarks in the river towns

knew almost nothing'in‘Union Labor except what they read in the

papers. We now find the sleepy town of Calro and the waking industrial
town of Paducca almost solidly within labor with wages and payrolls
almost double--the late thirties. For they made cotton plckers

wages double when one crosses the river into the Delta--cotton

and corn country.

Some of the frankness of the past generations when men were
men and only women were protected from the naked ------- bestial
(facts, I ~uess) on Route #60.

In one juke box Jolnt across the Ohlo Bouth of Evansville where
prominent signs quote for health's sake wash your hands and clean
your nalls unquote, _

100 miles west as one c¢limbs the Osarks from the Delta country
of Missouri a Tourlst Cﬂg had as 1ts pride and jJoy artfully exqui-
site on a prominent. sign labeled "Privy". Plainly seen from the
road with no iftdication of sex desired. But were Chick Sales still

alive he would rewrite hls famous essay on three holers.



4th day

Natural buffalo grass vhich fed thousands of bison 50 years
ago has given place to Black Angus and alphalpha, and the spots
here and there of Cafflin corn, the draught reslsting alternating
crop.

When Holstein Frislian sales net an averasze of $462.00 a cow
the local people at Miami, Oklahoma bursts into song declaring Okla-
homa cattle sales prices highest in the country. TFurther over
south of Oklahoma City is the White Face Herd of Govenor Turner, at
present bus& raising funds Natiomally for Truman and Barkley. But
the State seems to be carrylng on full of money full of bumper crops
and glving a pleasant receptlion for a Democratic State to the visilt
of Govenor Warren, asking funds for himself and Dewey.

Truly this is a pleasant and courteous State. Mad at nobody
but very much more interested in the fall foot ball schedule than
with Dewey or Truman.

Vhen one passes the Missourl Oklahoma line and sees the
90,000 1bs dally capacity in a town of less than 5,000 people he
realizes that "there are cows in them tha hills". And when he runs
smack into a good tlre plant at Miaml Oklahoma where the cltlzens
boast that 1ts the higgest jlre plant outslde of Akron one realizes
that industry 1s on the go. BJouth and West.,



NOTES:

September 16
Leaving Virginia/ the apple crop Just starting to be picked, and
the fact that though it is a very good one the price has fallen

a lot since last year because ERP 1s not sending apples to Europe.
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Santa Claus, Indiana, 38 miles north of Evansville--number of
letters received each year from U.S. children. |
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Pictures of 0ld man at Romney West Virginia with Pop bottle, who
had been Burley tobacco farmer with 6 children and 7 great grand-
ghildren, 76 years old, had been as far as Loulsville, could not
remember names of grandchildren, but did of great grandchildren.
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Sikeston, Missouri--Picnic ham-55¢, Bacon-59¢ in a chain store.
Slkeston corn rolling in to million barrel new elevator--gqueued

up a2t 11 a.m. which means for 3 hours. Richest of the corn-cotton
variation program belt. Dally cattle auction as compared with
weekly in Virginia, Also weekly auto auction. Brand new little
radio statlon.
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Watermelon at Ranger, Texas--3¢ a pound. Also tall mesquite and
bad scrub oak, which means good land.

Cattle Auction at Eastland, Texas, every Tuesday--large corral with
cat-walk to see cattle and bid.

Texas speed limit 60 miles per hour in daylight, 55 at night.
Cilsco, Texas--Palomina and quarter horse ranch. 35 Quarter horses
s0ld at sale for an average of #325 a pilece with a top of $500.
Man who sold and owned them was aged 16, His father had put him
in business at the age of 6 so he was qﬁite a veteran. He held his
own sale.

Cotton, Tick, cattle quarantine in West Texas.



Permian basin, deep oil at Odessa boosters not satisfied with

50 thousand now, claimed 200 thousand in ten years. It won't happen
but the boom and booster spirit is exhilirating as you move on

to the old améd clty of Santa Fe.
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Newton, Kansas--Duncan Hines is too prosperous for these times.
Witness~~Denny's Diner--3 bacon and eggs with hashed brown potatoes,
3 double hamburgers with onions, 4 milks and 4 coffees, 1 pile--$2.95
with the waitress NOT breaking change for tip. T-bone, french
fried, and salad--$1.00, coffee-5¢.
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Wichita, Kansas, already half back towards its full war strength

in the alrplane industry and is planning to add 15,000 more workers
on October i. It received notice of a new thirty million war order
for 1000 mile per hour war missiles. Apparently anything in the
alr that goes less than 600 miles per hour is becoming obsolete
except for heavy bomblng and cargo carrying.

Dropping down from the 6500 foot level of Santa Fe, to the wheat
lands of which Dodge City, Kansas, 1s the center, one saw why
western Kansas and western Nebrasks were losing population. Pre-
dominantly wheat one saw what mechanlization had done toward enlarg-
ing rather than cutting up farms. On eastward from Daddge City to
Hutchinson-land growlng deeper and blacker. Kaffir corn took

over where wheat became less prominent. Then came the great corn
lands with the smaller farms and of course the more populated counties
and cities., One might compare Hutchinson, Kansés, a driving town
of over 30,000 showing growth and vitality, with Dodge City cover-
ing a greater territory showilng less than 10,000 and a stagnant
condition kept from further decay mostly by railroad shops.

But of course, banks are money full. One Dodge City bank shows

that it had grown from half a million deposits 25 years ago to over


https://salad--$1.00
https://pie--$2.95

eight million deposits this year. Though one could not see a new
building in the city except a casual tourist camp or small hotel
and filling statlon.
But everywhere on this trip is evidence that individual families
have grown better off in almost every small town.
It 1s not alone the small lumber operator in West Virginia with an
$80,000 stake; the apple and wheat grower has moved to town. His
town may be only 300 population or it may be 30,000 as it is imn
Hutchinson, Kansas, or 10,000 as in Dodge City, Kansas, but cer-
tainly the standard of living and the money in the bank has ben
reflected in the modern home.
In the Hutchinson district is a tremendous concentration for wheat
storage with probably twice the elevator capécity #=mksting pre-war.
Immediately beyond this "grain for war" and also out in the country
1s a Cessna aircraft plant, essentlially the northern end of the
great Wichita air craft industry.
also prepares

S0 Kansas was-perkhaps for war with wheat and alrcraft as we move
on into the corn belt. In Missourli we find DeKalb pedigreed hybrid
corn claiming claming more customers than any other brand. Black
Angus has invaded this country competing with Whiteface Herefords
and Duroc pedigreed hogs are moving in 40 miles west of Kansas City
at Waverly, Missourl. Sursely farming ain't what she used to be.
3 o* * ¥* * * ¥* * ¥* * * 3 -)t- * 3* * 3t x L3 3t k] 3
Driving through the peaceful rich German countryside up from the
Quaker country of Pennsylvania, 1t was interesting to note at the
cross-road between Nazareth and Bethlehem that these two towns
named because of a pacifist German religlous sect, the road leads
to the steel city of Bethlehem where Amerlcans great war producing
plants are located.

It 1s also heartening to see the great cement plants centering

at Cementon were running full blast providing the bullding and road



meteri

materials which supplement steel for a modern America still growing
and still modernizing.

¥hen one has recently returned from western Europe the contrast
is heartening. America unbelievably 1s the greatest warld éection
that has ever existed for supremacy either in peace or war. Having
temporarily the atom bomb may glve all a sense of national securlty
for the moment. The real security baéis 1s a2 90 million ton steel
industry plus modern mathmamoth cement plants and the ability and
know-how to bulld such near miracles as the Pennsylvania Highway
tunnelling the Alleghenies from Pittasburgh to Harrisburg where
automobiles now speed at 70 miles--where traffic now 1s as heavy
as the Manhattan tunnels from New York to New Jersey and to long
Island. If time is money, surely this new east-west 160 miles of
roadway, saving perhaps 5 hours per car and giving saper-service
to glant freight trucks at less than 2¢ a mile, constitutes real
and permanent value as definitely as did the Pennsylvania Rallroad

a century ago.
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Business Recession at Hand;

Depression Fears Scouted
By E. S.

The postwar boom Is over.

Banks

You have this fact brought home to you as you talk with bankers
from all parts of the country. Whether they come from the large

cities, the small towns or the
rural areas—from the north, the
south, the east or the west—they
all tell the same story. The boom
is over and the Nation, if it is not
already experiencing a recession
today, will do so very, soon.

And yet, while they cite facts to
bear out this statement, they, at the
same time maintain a firm belief
that we will not have a depression.
They point to the iremendous un-
filled backlog of demand for just
about everything and to the vast
amount of savings in the country'’s
savings institutions, And they hold
that these two factors alone are
sufficlent to prevent any. real de-
pression in the foreseeable future.

INFLATION ADJUSTMENT

You are toild that the Nation to-
day is undergoing an “inflation ad-
justment”’—that prices are—and will
come down and that the purchasing
power of the dollar will be greatly
increased. When this adjustment
period & over—it may be a reces-
sion similar to the one in 1920—then,
say the bankers, the United States
will be able to adjust itself to a pe-
tiod of real prosperity based upon
a sound foundation.

In talking {o bankers attending
last week’s annual convention of the
American Bankers Assn. at Detroit,
one heard much about record crops
and all-time highs in production.
But one also heard about such things
as pipe lines being filled; or price-
cutting because of competition; of
plants which not so long ago were
working three shifts a day, now op-
erating only four days a week,

You were told, too; of increasing
consumer resistance to high prices.
Of goods remaining on the shelves in
increasing amounts, And you dis-
covered that just about every in-
dustry is pricing itself out of the

market, if it has not already done so.

us to a peacetime economy right
now."

The brightest spot in the Nation’'s
economic picture today appears to he
the little State of Delaware.
only is E. I. du Pont d@ Nemours &
Co. enjoying good business, but the
poultry farmers are doing likewise.
The State, bankers say, “reeks with
prosperity.”

But elsewhere you get a different
picture. The Northeast ia rather
gloomy. The shoe and textile in-
dustries were among the first to feel
the effects of consumer resistance.
Plants and mills in New England
are either closing down or reducing
their capacity. The Pacific North-
west 18 worried about its canning
and lumber imgustries; California
about its “ill* mevie industry.

The Midwest and South tell of ree-
ord crops but you also hear that the
farmers will not make as much mon-
ey this year as they did last year
“although the chances are that they
will make more than they did be-
fore the war.” And the whisky busi-
ness is not too healthy at the mo-
ment.

HOUSING WORRIES

The Middle Atlantic section, as
well as the Midwest, have many in-
dustries, large and small. And most
are suffering from low profit mar-
gins, high wage and material costs
—and consumer price resistance.

There appears to be a growing fear
that the housing situation may cause
the entire economic structure of the
country to- tumble into a longer-
than-expected recession. Bankers
report more and more houses being
built but they also tell of growing
price resistance and of a shortage of
mortgage money, two factors that
are holding up sales of homes and
that may force a sharp drop in
realty values together with a stop-
page of new home construction.

- There is one bright spot, however,

Held \

NEW YOR!
Thomas I. Bt
Equitable Life
charged today &
monetary policy 1
plot ggainst the {
is shrinking savis
lowering the value

In-a special mess
pany’s policyholders,
president summarim
inflation.

The message asseﬂ'-l
rent inflation is causg
eral Reserve continuin,
ernment “bonds above
porting the market,” t:
ing new banking fund
room the money supply
the price of the bonds;"
contiuing to buy gold .

-|it at Fort Knox, theret

banking funds which ¥
the money supply bg il
price of the gold,
using such increased

to make long-term loal
bonds and mortgages, st
assets increasing bank |
endangering the liqui
funds and infiating the
ply. .

Not| .

1
t

LYBRAND, R

ar

GLE
GUSTA
JAMEF

bave been

October 1, 1948

Philade

Exempt fr~



2.15 -

2.42
4.49
0.00
5.24

1.70
5.00

And yet, while they cite facts to
bear out this statement, they, at the’
same time maintain a firm belief’
that we will not have a depression.
They point to the tremendous un-
filled backlog of demand for just
about everything and to the vast
amount of savings in the country’s
savings institutions. And they hold
that these two factors alone are
sufficient to prevent any real de-
pression in the foreseeable future.

INFLATION ADJUSTMENT

You are told that the Nation to-
day is undergoing an “inflation ad-
justment'—that prices are—and will
come down and that the purchasing
power of the dollar will be greatly
increased. When this adjustment
period is over—it may be a reces-
glon similar to the one in 1920—then,
say the bankers, the United States
will be able to adjust itself to a pe-
tiod of real prosperity based upon
a sound foundation,

In talking to bankers attending
last week’s annual convention of the
American Bankers Assn. at Detroit,
one heard much about record crops
and all-time highs in production.
But one also heard about such things
as pipe lines being filled; or price-
cutting because of competition; of
plants which not so long ago were
working three shifts a day, now op-
erating only four days a week.

You were told, too, of increasing
consumer resistance to high prices.
Of goods remaining on the shelves in
increasing amounts. And you dis-
covered that just about every in-
dustry is pricing itself out of the
market, if it has not already done so.

Detroit is the automotive center
of the world and its newspapers
contain many help-wanted ads from
just about every automobile com-
pany. But the automobile industry,
you learn, discovered that although

'uu €njoyung gooa business, but the
poultry farmers are doing likewise.
| The State, bankers say, “reeks w1th
prosperity.”

 But elsewhere you get a different
picture. The Northeast is rather
gioomy. The shoe and textile in-
dustries were among the first to feel
the effects of consumer resistance.
Plants and milis in New England
are either closing down or reducing
their capacity. The Pacific North-
west 1s worried about its canning
and lumber Imdustries; California
about its “lllI” movie industry.

The Midwest and South tell of rec-
ord crops but you also hear that the
farmers will not make as much mon-
ey this year as they did last year
“although the chances are that they
will make more than they did be-
fore the war.,” And the whisky busi-
ness is not too healthy at the mo-
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ment.
HOUSING WORRIES

The Middle Atlantic section, as
well as the Midwest, have many in-
dustries, large and small. And most
are suffering from low profit mar-
gins, high wage and material costs
-—and consumer price resistance.

There appears to be a growing fear
that the housing situation may cause
the entire economic structure of the
country to- tumble into a longer-
than-expected recession. Bankers
report more and more houses belng
built but they also tell of growing
price resistance and of a shortage of
mortgage money, two factors that
are holding up sales of homes and
that may force a gharp drop in
realty values together with a stop-
page of ntw home construction.
- There is one bright spot, however,
in this gloomy picture. And that s
that the Nation’s bankers are all
keenly aware of the situation and are
doing everything in their power to
cushion whatever adjustment or re-
cession the Nation may undergo. You

it has & backlog of some 7,300,000
cars, it has already *“priced itself out
of the market.” Prices of tars are

{such today, that the industry Tound

it took two weeks’ pay for the aver-
age individual to meet each month's

payment on his car. This, the In-
dustry and bankers alike admit,
means & drop in car sales—unless
prices come down. But when no

{ one seems to know. - -

You are told that department
stores, in many cases, have still to

:jorder their holiday merchandise.

That store buyers, instead 6f order-
ing as in the past, today are seek-
ing only “specials.” You hear of
firms, who, because of this, are con-

{1 tinuing to operate simply to retain

their employes although their stocks
of finished goods continue to mount

Jaat.

IMPRESSIVE FACTS

You are given these facts, among
others, to impress upon you that the
boom i over:

Bavings deposits are declin-
ing after'almost a decade of
steady increase,

Delinquencies are becoming
more nUmMerous.

People are being forced to dip
into their savings to meet the
high cost of lving.

Individuale are seeking loans
from banks solely for the purpose
of meeting their every day liv-
ing expenses.

Yol are told very emphatically that
labor will not accept any cut in
wages. That this will be one time
when prices will go down before
wages.

Sales are declining each month,
slowly, pethaps, but still going down=-
ward. . 'You hear that while retall
sales are ahead dollar-wise, unit

J4sales actually are fewer in number.

You are told of the low nrofit mar-

gather the strong impression that,
given the cooperation of business,
industry and the individual—and the
Government—that they will succeed.
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of the market.” Prices of cars are
such today, that the industry found

_|it took two weeks' pay for the aver-

age individual to meet each month's
payment on his car. ‘This, the in-
dustry and bankers alike admit,
means a drop in car sales—unless
prices come down, But when no
one seems to know.

You are told that department
stores, in many cases, have still to
order their holiday merchandise.
That store buyers, instead of order-
ing as in the past, today are seek-
ing only “specials.” You hear of
firms, who, because of this, are con-
tinuing to operate simply to retain
their employes although their stocks
of finished goods continue to mount

datly.

IMPRESSIVE FACTS

You are given these facts, among
others, to impress upon you that the
boom is over:

Savings deposits are declin-
ing afteralmost a decade of
steady Increase,

Delinquencies are becoming
more nuUMerous.

People are being forced to dip
into their savings to meet the
high cost of living.

Individuais are seeking loans
from banks solely for the purpose
of meeting their every day liv-

expenses.

Yol are told very emphatically that
labor will not accept any cut in
wages. That this will be one time
when prices will go down before
wages.

Sales are declining each month,
slowly, pethaps, but still going down-
ward. . You hear that while retall
sales are ahead dollar-wise, unit

{sales actually are fewer in number.

You are told of the low prafit mar-
gin and of how a slight drop in pro-
duction can turn the large profits
of recent years into equally as large
losses. You meet executives of me-
dium sizes companies who frankly
tell you that they either have just
merged or are planning to merge into
large companies because they nre
tearful of this fact and want to keep
their business alive.

The Nation’s banks are concerned
over the outlook. They have been

preaching low inventories to their|-
customers for some two years now.|’

They are discouraging all unneces-
sary expansion or modernization and,
though in the business of “selling
money,” dre endeavoring to keep

| .| thelr customers as free of debt as

possible.

TOO MANY- UNCERTAINTIES

‘While the bankers seem to feel that
the adjustment may be slight %his
year, they are loath to hazard any
pregiction as to'what next year will
bring. There are too many uncer-
tainties—too many “ifs”—in the pic-
ture. The “ifs” all concern Russia.
If the “cold” war is intensified, then
the rearmament program may be
intensified and the inflationary spi-
ral given “another shot in the arm.”
If the “cold” war becomes a “Bhoot-’
ing” one—something which the bank-
ers doubt—then “all bets will be off.”
Rigid controls will be clamped on
just about everything—prices, wages,
materinls, etc. There will be com-
plete mobluzation of manpower and
industry.

If the Russians agree to a peace-
ful settlement, it will mean over-
night changes in our economy. As
one. hanker remarked:. “Just about
the worst trick that the Russians
could play on us would be to return

glvell ule CUOPElauWuIl 01 DuswLoess,
industry and the individual—and the
Government—that they will succeed.
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U. S. Government Securities. . « « « + + .
State, County and Municipal Bonds , . . .
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Other ASSet8. .jo « « o « o s 2 0 o 5 »
Income',‘Accrued Receivable . « o ¢ o4 ,

Total . & s 4 ¢« « ¢« 4« s ¢« 2 3 3

LIABILITIES

Deposits . . . v s . v v 0 700 e
Dividend Payable October 1, 1948 . : : & .
Interest, Expenses and Taxes Accrued Payab
Other Liabilities . . . . . o 2 o« o .
Reserve for Contingencies . . . . + . . .
Capital (Par Value'$10.00) . . . .. ..
S ut.'.....,..g-,,.,g-....
-Undiv"idedl’:oﬁu A IR
Totnl....-.-u.-.-.-

® 2
. DIRECTORS
Josern 8. CLanc Hazar A. Barrew
. :{ u;:l‘ﬂ . N. W. Ay-lS-.’Inc.
XRRY D‘tl‘llGOjOl‘?_ oup o +H. "CoLLzy
Groxce H. Panst, Jr. 'ﬂn Athnn. Refining Comy
Vice-Presidens
The Peonsylvania Railroad Co. Countes Presid E. Hmzs, Jz.
Ormo E. Linn . The Charles E. Hires Comps
* Choirmaen, Executive and Hanar C. Cann
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THE V 'WEEK IN FINAN j

|______—-—-——By GEORGE WANDERS

¥ Bond Support Program Arouses Crmctsm

ITH. a certain lnevitablllty, the program of our monetary
authorities for support of Treasury bonds at par value or better.
- i§ coming under ever more critical examination.
should be, for the pegged market plays a definite part in’ sustaining

is as it

factor and probably not even the
‘'most important one, and as the
controversy develops it is to be
hoped that the problem will con-
tinue to be viewed as a Whole,
irather than from this facet alone.
~“Somewhat surprisingly, the at-
tack on the bond price supports of
the Federal Reserve Banks has de-
veloped among hard headed busi-
ness men, rather than among the
academicians. This is perhaps due
to - the constana preoccupation of
banking and ance executives
with their own’ tremendous hold-

ﬁcilt program, “The - schnlastle
economists have said little on this
"|point, hut their detachment would
make thelr views all the more wel-
come. :

For il: 15 now clear that. the bénd
supports nullify such guantitative
monetary control measures as the
general reserve requirement in-
crease, which was completed on
Sept. 24. The additional require-
ments were calculated at $1,900,~
000,000, but while they were placed

added $2,077,000,000 governments
to their portfolio. Smothering the
flames in qune place while feeding
them in another seems an odd way
to fight inflation.
] .

" Thomas I. Parkinson, president

ol- -

in efféct the Federal Reserve Banks|in

the inflation. It is not the only®—

of Equitable. Llfe Assurance s.oci-

ety, has been calling for some,

months. for modification of the
official ‘support program, where-

under the marketable Treasuryi.

debt can be-monetized readily. He
returned to the fray last week in a
Detroit’ speech' which criticized
conlmercial banks and ih which}
instirance companies also were
held culpable. The bankers, as-
sembled in great numbers else-
where in the same city for their
annual convention, refrained al-
most studlously from answerms
- Mr, Parkinson.-

‘But the mttét Was 'Hittedt to &
higher and more appropriate level
last Friday by R. -C. Leffingwell;
board chairman of J. P. Morgan &
Co. and Assistant Secretary of the:
Treasury in World War 1. It is the
Federal Reserve which is respon-
sible for that inflationary force
which, since World War IT ended,
has kept too great a volume of
money afloat and prevented a
natural contraction of the money
supply,” Mr. Leffingwell pointed
out. His analysis of the inflation,
“Fortune” magazine, was of a'

general nature. Dropping of thej
pegs.in favor of an ‘‘orderly” mar-|’

ket was; only one of the numerous
specifics recommended.

A good part of the penetrating
study by Mr. Leffingwell was de-
voted, however, to the pegs and

sized by the National City Bank,'
in its monthly lettérs. The pegs
invite selling, the bank has noted,
and Mr, LlLetfingwell adds that
they also are a warning not to
buy, because Bobody quite believes
that the pegs will hold. It is not
clear, however, that this situation
would change if the Federal Re-
serve merely lowered and kept
flexible its supports, which is the
apparent first step these analysts
desire,

£

The intent of lowered or modi-
fled pegs would be, of course,.to
restrain the use by banks and other
fiduciary ingtitutions of the broad
inflationary highway provided by
the Federal Reserve. It may be
remarked, however, that -an in-
crease of the yield on long Treas-
ury honds {o, say, 3 per cent, would
be followed by an. increase of best
‘grade corporate bond yields to 3%
per cent.. Short issue yields also

differentials’  between  different
classes of investments. The temp-
tation to sell governments to the
{Federal Reserve and buy higher-
iyielding obligations would remain.
It seems necessary, in the cir-
‘cumstances, to explore more fully
the possible effects of dropping the
pegs altogether. There are some
who envisage, in a really free mar-
ket, a calamitous decline of Treas-
ury bond prices and an abrupt turn
from inflation to at least a reces-
,s8ion, if not a depression. Others
believe only a- modest price drop
would develop. - -
A small but persuasive fringe
holds that a free market would not
necessarily bring about much im-
mediate change. This group con-
tends that the inflation has leveled
out and that bank loans are likely

-fwould tend to preserve-the normail

their workings. Some aof the points{to drop after the present seasonal'
he made also have been empha-|bulge ends. The vast constriiction

program of American business is
nearing its end, and if borrowing
for capital expenditures declines
the life insurance and sivings -
stitutions soon will be buying gov-
ernments in the market rather
than selling them, according to
this argument. Loglcally enough,
such observers think it will make].
little differénce in the end if the]
pegs are maintained fon a few
months longer. -

Macy 8. Flatbhsh Opens

For Busxness on Nov. 1

Macy's Flatbush, located at the
corner of Flatbush and Tilden
Avenues, in Brooklyn, will open for
business on Monday, Nov. 1, it was
annpunced yesterday by Willard J.
Gould jr., mahager of the newest|
Macy branch store, the third. of|
{ four which will shortlx be:in oper~
ation e 'shé metr an  New
York ares. ) |

The new store has three floors,
all of which will be devoted to the
selling of merchandise. A “tremen-
dous” front store window, forty-six
feet high by fifty-six feet in width,
is equipped with an elevator ar-
'rangement which makes possible
the setting up of two simultaneous
displ,s._ys‘ at any desired level. -

Other store features provide for
“free-flow” of traffic from one de-
partment to another, almost 100
per-cent “simulated daylight” in-
direct lighting, and a- completely
sound-proofed music center of
Macy’s. Other metropolitan area
branches are in operation in Park-
chester and Jamaica and one is|
'under const.ruct.ion “at  White!
Plains, N. Y.

-
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¥EMO - CAIRO, VO.

A man who ownod ond ran a srocery store &n the out-siirts of
Cairo, nnd his friand vho wnd o business man in town node this report
on how poople felt cbout polities,

Tho time, actual doy. -n which Dowey wnd .arren opened thelr come
ralgn in ¥issourd and Cxlohoma., Truman had boen in Miosourld fhe week
baefore nd had moved on .eat,

The ~srocerj "come to think of 1t I enn't romember a customer oven
mentioning politios, I h-vo never soen o oazpnd-n horo likeo this bo-
fore”. His friomd agread that the look of intersst was comploto=~and
then sp-oulation on why. Consensusj they ocouldn't seo that Truman
had done anything to smount to much. And Dewoy, thoy felt wns not
qualified. Too young, /lso, too smart., Couldn't tell what a young
man who whs oo sxart wo.ld do,

liedthar —ontioned .allace in thelr speculntion., Nelther nentionod
Zurope or the wir lssue,

¥y Aimpression was 2t both men felt thot thincs wvore Gett:fng
along pretty well--they had boen talldng aboub low woll busineas wos
holding up in Czlro even without any nevw businessoa there--ao that,
nelther presidential o ndidate appealed to them they would sit thuis

election oub,
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First day out - pg #2
And Helen and Doris Rice have not gone to Hollywood. They are good
girls and live at home with Popa. They have made their own records

of mountain music.

The highway industries are booml ng. More gas stations, more:chlle
more soda pop, and more Wurllitzer gook wazons.
Nobody is worrying about the high cost of living. Noone spoke of

politics, no one secmed interested in or spoke of Dewey or Truman.

A fi1lling station operator was asked,."what do you think of Lewis?"
He said he thought he was pretty sood fellow and then when asked what
he tought of Senator Gilzore he said "I thought you meant Joe Lewis
I am not saying anymore you might be Gllgore. He grinned.

He wanted to sell most gas to most people, but didn't take a tip
indicating capitalist and no servant.

This hold true with all issolated family owned Service Stations
dealing with nel shborhood trade, and un-true where big chaln operators

function. Make your own comment,

A worker in the Wedt Virginia hills which he liked Dewey or Truman
answered " I don't take much stock in politics.”™ "Didn't you like
Roosevelt" and the answer "That's different that's just one that comes
in a thousand years, for poor people like us.

Since John L. Lewls has been the National figure from this state for
twenty years the next question was "how about John L. Lewls?" Answer,
"He has done a lot but we working folks think maybe he's done enough
and we have done enough for what we get out of 1t. You can't be too

greedy and try to get it all, or there will be trouble somewvhere."



SECOND DAY - September 18, 19438

The so called marginal 1lands of SE Ohlo centering at Athens wvhere
ap les and peaches are now bringing back seml-prosperity in the small
hill farms. These countlies 20 years ago were the problem chilldren.
until state university agricultural effort.

On to the rich head land of the H ark, river valley south of Columbu
centering at Lancaster for the nicht.

Here those of german nativity came a scant 100 years ago driven out
of Germany in the revolt of '48. 1In this;gzgr blossoming valley ﬂ&\still
operates profitably & with Henry Wallace corn standing 8 feet high with
over 5 ears to the stalk where once one ear and a nubin used to grow.
Probably Henry and his successors and rivels knew what they were doing

when they developed Hybrid corn, does not reproduce, so Henry and frilends

sell seed every year.

Then on to Zenla the great center of the under ground when Liza
crossed the ice and John Brown's body lay a moldering in the grave.
Those restless nezroes who risked their lives for griends were picked
up at the Ohlo River , rested and fed at Ze 1a for the trip on to Canada.
So mnay stayed that now Wilberforce Unlversity 1s the Yale for the Negro.
NOTES:
Inventive genius - How affect growth from Conn. to Bhio.

Ice Age-river flow - @reat Laked-The same great melt as founded the
the Great Lakes ended at Columbus Ohlo.

Name of Series "This puzzled Earth". TS. Amer. to Asia) This sub-
line "War Peace Economy"

Farm Speclalization. - two methods of feeding. Hybrid and Native
corn across the road.

No fro sale signs from Chio Rlver at Parkersburg through Athens.
No mixed cattle chlckens or hogs.



Dear John:

Without havinz time at Dayton to pick up the statistics-------This
type of Middle West industrial city. It was obvious that 1ts business
100% plus.

Dayton has been a zreat test point for me 4 uring the last 20 years,
whenever I feex felt a trip thkew through the country would zive me
mental refreshment and some forknowled e 8f business during the coming
year,

The reason is that its industry is varied as agalnst AEFk#¥¥¥¥ Akron
in rubber and Youngstown in steel. In Dayton we have National Cash Reg-
ister , Delco 111hffg&stem and Frigédaire. The great experilimental work
centering at Wright Fleld and hundreds of small industries which are
the frult of enterprising and inventlve geim zenius.

Dropping in on the Mead Companys which distribute in the US 10
tons daily print paper supply for the Abitiby sroup of Canada.

Cne found everybody happy lookin forward to, at least two years
of full production. excellent profits.

The subje t of sk called grey market in print paper was used as
a baromater as among the steel people of the Pittsburg area grey
market In stell was used. The return to normak, the balance between
supply and demand which must ecome In when < __* IiIndustrial l1life.

In general the balance in what 1s called heavy industry is on the
way but probably not before 1950, wlll the country and the producors
be in balance. But those who use paper and steel in making other things
such 28 newspapers and washing machines and autos 1t is obvious that

falrly rapld progress towards a balance will occur in 1949,



Notes:
S&y line of Dayton. Pilcture of MacAvoy, standing in front of
saw mill in working clothes. Pilcture of gardens at French Lick.
From Dayton, southwest from Cinnclnnati one of the minor centers
of ¥¥%% small industries. There were no empty factories, no road walkers,

and not a ¥¥%¥ single "for Sale™ sign on farm on entire S. Chio trip.

Leaving the buasy and properous Ohio we drove into the old domain
of the French Empire driving at BEBE and passin: through such towns
Versailles and French Lick, staying over night. The old days of the
dozen private cars on the siding by the hotel are gone. This ended
with the panic of 1929 and hizh income taxes.

We entered the great publlc room filled with energetic middle-
aged sales men--the National Convention of the Million Dollar Club
of insurance salesmen. Just back of the P8¥¥¥E reception desk
was the Convention's secretary.

The beautiful grounds of yester year wore a slichtly shabby but
genteel appearance. From the soft saw dust walks to the all Amerilcan
Garden the great days of boss, Taeger , as the propriator of the world's
larzest hotel and ground space coverage are definetly =zone forever.
Even the gambling rooms on Saturday night are depressing.

The good o0ld days of 1890 when trusts were formed and 1000 dollar
gambling nizhtly at the celebrated spa esre now dedicated to the Natlional
Conventlions of undertakers, sales men, florists and an occaslional
heneymooner.

To those of us who stayed over nizght the sign was good. e saw
that death taxes and inhelirtance taxes and public regulation of the
dollar plunderbund of the past may have spoliled the elegance and the
arrogance of the past but certalnly have turned the spacious hotel

to the play-ground of the people who work and make the zrade each year.



So more power to the Milllon Dollar Club. As the few remalning

rubbers in the great baths said " 1t gets worse every year this year
isn't as good as last year. Some of the 0ld ones die off and the new

ones seem not to come down stalrs but stay on the zolf course.

0ld France and Civil War has shown from French Lick, Ind. through
Paducca, Kentucky and Calro, Ill. on into Mlissquri cotton Delta is
a queer nmixture of things mone and things to come.fx The old river
town of Paducca with 1ts Irvin Cobb hotel and its Mint Juleps c¥eEis
creates a problem on Sunday nisght. The straizsht blend Xentucky
whisky now becomes the Lord Calvert--30% real Bourbon whisky. Some-
thing else for the "men of distinction" who don't know much by like
to have thelr plcture taken.

The French names interest when now remembers that Louisville and
St. Louls #¥, Vincene and Versallles are citlies in our great middle
west named for French explorers, who sought to turn back the Yy

British*—ilw westward.

Laballe street and the ILaSalle automoblle are names rather than
facts of consequence in the rushing America of the Middle West.

But Little Egypt 1s still with us. Calro where the Hhlo and the
Misslsslippl meet 1s still WwEER us_ "~ . TTL*" state as mueh so
perhaps as when Douglas and Lincoln fought over the ZL’ u’t;//K’ in 1856.

Paducca 1s waking up. Owensboro is waking up. Factorles are
seeking cheap labor. The Holsery mills of Paducca and ﬁhe creat new
manufacturing factories have these river towns working.

Where once the Ferry and the side wheeler meant all.ln Cairo. Ve
now have the masnificant new bridges and the electric barzes lines.
Flood control above Paducca as in Tenn has made tremendous play-ground’

lakes.



In the scragzglly old sustenance farms of 8. Illinois and S.
Indiana we have contour plowing and high speclalization in apple and
peach zrowing and still throush all this country we see no farms for
sale.

And so on into the Ozarks.which is a state so individual that one
must consider N. Afkansas and S. Missourl as a place where the clock #%
stood still from after the civll was until rather recently, but paved
roads now move wutos and trucks on High way #0 where the mules are
bred to pull out of the ruts and clau roads; where men rarely moved

it
tk%5% was not uncommon for 10 people to live In a single roam in a log
cabin. We have now modern brick school X&w¥®k,

A new generation of or hards who argue over the best spray and the

bext fertilizer.

The Zinc and lead mines of Jauplin and Miaml district may be zone

within the next 15 years. The great depressing %#¥ slag pilles and
n~ 6;/"/%hre there., But Miami/gklahoma have the great Goodyear tire
factory and at Springfield Mo, metropolis of the Ozarks we have a
w:§f552§5Z:21 ,busy and growing clity filled with a valley industry.

There maybe good and bad in all thils as certalinly there was good
and bad both as England turned from the farm to the factory from 1830
to 1900, But the Southern half of the Middle West is turning 70¢
upward. Girls make 50¢ an hour in the holsery mills and where men
vwhose fat ers never had $200 a year in cash from the hill-side farm
are now making $200.00 a month #®oor more.

No matter what may be sald &® about Inflatlion or the high cost
of living anyone who travels this country repeatidly during the last
few years sees more lliteracy, more cleanliness and more drive and

immeasureably a better standard of living as each ten years gos by.



But at the risk of ¥8B%§i%¥an one says again no-body seems to be think
ing of Russia or Berlin and nobody in four days has mentioned politiecs

elther Truman or Dewey.



MEMO - GCAIRO, MO.

A man who owned and ran a grocery store &n the out-skirts of
Cairo, and his friend who was a business man in town made this report
on how people felt about politics,

The time, actual day on which Dewey and Warren opened thelr cam-
paign in Mlssouri and Oklahoma. Truman had been in Missourl the week
before and had moved on West,

The grocer; "come to think of it I can't remember a customer even
mentioning politics. I have never seen a campalgn here like this be=-
fore". His friend agreed that the lack of interest was complete--and
then Speculation on why. Consensus; they couldn't see that Truman
had done anything to amount to much. And Dewey, they felt was not
qualified. Too young. Also, too smart. Couldn't tell what a young
man who was too smart would do.

Nelther mentloned Wallace in thelr speculation. Neither mentioned
BEurope or the war issue.

My impression was that both men felt that things were getting
along pretty well--they had been talklng about hWow well business was
holding up in Cairo even without any new businesses there--so that,

nelther presidentlal candldate appealed to them they would sit this

election out.,









3

inconceivable that n few men at oscow can be the sparkplu-~ world wide
either in n pesce or war economy. e see this nlready Irom Yugoslavia
around Middle Zurone into Finland., [Frotests ngaingt oscow reach inteo
warsaw 2nd Helsin-fors. They are not confined to Tito or to Stoakholm.
The fear of the Yoscow despot throushout western aurbpe wngs certainly
e@xplained in the Italinn elections and the pressnt swin- in “rance.,

3t the next chapter in the winter-spring of '48-149 will develop the
fact that "time cures 2ll" and that If thore is enou h tize loscow wen't
make 1t. Zut tho ‘nr-Peace economy of 'morlcn 1a certaln to 30 on un=
til the UN or somothinzg mnrches into the imaginntion of 21l world
peoples as an effective nnl cartain umnire for poace throushout the

nations,
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inconceivable that a few men at loscow ¢an be the sparkplu- world wide
either in 2 peace or war economy. e see this already from Yugoslavia
around Middle Europe into ~inlard., FProtests azainst 'oscow reach inteo
waraaw and Helsin-fors. They are not confined to Tito or to 3tockholnm,
The fear of the Moscow deapot throushout western Zurope was certainly
explained in the Italisn elsctions and the present swin- in “rance,

3ut the néxt chapter in the winter-spring of '48-'49 will develop the
fact that "time cures all"” ani that If thers is enou'h time Yoscow wen't
make 1t. 3ub the var-Peace economy of ‘mericn is certain to 30 on une-
til the UN or something m~rches into the imagin~tion of 211 world
peoples ns ah effective and certain umpire for peace throushout the

nations.



ELITOR'S NOT#3

This and the followinyg five letters vi.igh are to appeur tilis
week in Duws, aper, are personal letters
vritten from Lurope by one of three reporters who travelled
8lowly by sutomobdile throughout western Zurope, including
Englund, tulking to hundreds of the plain people. They saw
no diplomuts., They avoided the rioh. They sought no advioce
from journalists stutioned in capitol ocities., L0 the letters
are umerely those of ua fathex writing to his son, who himself
has sons who may fight, und duughters who may fuoce a future
balancing between wur and peuce.
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June 28, 1946

EDITOK'S NOT.8

- Threes .reporters, all huving ohildren hezded perl.ps toward

a war rcelstron, travelled in Europe as parents seeking
truth. They spent sixty days by auto from the Toe of Italy
t0 the Hook of Holland., They tr velled buok roads. They
8:zw no diplomuts. They gauve socunt heed to Rome, Paris, and
London. They talked to bundreds of en and women at work,
This 1= their story to their childrea about the days to come.



SS Nieuw Amsterdam,
June 26, 1948

Dear Children:

This is written on a boat 1ln mid-oceun coming home. There have been
two months this side of the "iron curtain" from the Toe of Itely to
the Hook of Holland--wlith some peepholea of observation through
Trieste where Tito camps on the hills above, und Zurich, Switzerland,
which has the only honest money.merket where Guilders and Pounds and
Dollars and Francs meet in f£:ir exochange for what they really buy in
800ds and service.

The trip was oconceived and carried out selfishly. I oould not go
forward in my life plan without answering two guestions.

l-=-What ia the likellihood of a third World War in the lifetime of a
man of sixty? (ins.er-yes)

S-=Approximately, when? (The best guess-not befare five years, but
before fitteen.{ :

So having honestly worked at the two questions, I reach New York in
a few days to go forwara with life work.

But since this is an ever-ohanging world and the sun is shining on a
qQuiet sea, I passionately dcsire to call myself a mistaiz:n man. There
was no one among the hundreds talked to who wanted war. People were at
work everywhere. DBegging was ulmost non-existent. There was less
hopelessness in Italy and France--less aotual misery and begzary and
idleness and unemployment--than in the days previous to Mussolini and
Petain.

@nly Holland and England seemed in worse shape than before World war LI.
Perhaps neither will recover, in our lifetime, the prosperity based
upon ‘'scolonial riches through profiteering. Kipling, Queen Victoria,

and Disraeli are g.ne. England now gropes desperately toward a United
States of Europe as South ..fricu grows cool and India breaks away and
Canada grows up.

When Amsterdam was the richest c¢ity inm Europe, Holland owned New York,
controlled the gabe to South Africa, nawed Austr.llia and New Zealand,
and was enjoying a 200 year monopoly with trade in Japan, and heg put
a Duteh fist around 60 million people of inoredibly rioch Java. But
the days of Rembrandt are gone. Hitler has smashed many cities.
People standing in ratlon lines seek bread and meat.

But one must not diecount the gemius and the stubborness of the British

and the Dutch, who, by the way, are prob.bly more closely related in
character of £hougﬁt and history than any two peoples of what we hope
may become leaders in a new United States larger in population than
our own and potentially a third great world force nesrer in thought to
us than to Russia.
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EDIIOR'S OQ1KEs

ihis and the following five lettiers which are to appear this

week in newspaper, are personal letters

written from Zurope by one of three reporters who travelled

slowly by sutomobile lrroughout western Europe, including England,
talking to hundreds of the plain people. They saw no diplomats.
They avoided the rich. .hey sought nc advice from journalicts
gtationed in capitol cities. Bo the le tters are merely those of

a father writing to h.is son, who himself has sons who may fight,
and daughters who may fuce & future talanecing lLetween wuar and peace.



June 28, 1948

EDI.QR'8 .uviEs

ihree reporters, all having children headed perhaps toward
& way maslstrom, travelled im Kurope as parents seeking
truth. Theyeppent eixty days by auto from the 1ce of Italy
to ithe .ook of iiclland. They travelled back roads. They
saw no diplomats. They gave scent heed to Home, Paris, and
London. 7lhey tulked to iundrede of men and w men &t work.

Zide ie their ctory to irieir children about the days to come.
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ilme is in the balunce of those who seek world peace. Roosevelt, twe
years before he died, said: YIn twenty-five years the new Ruscis
hae moved 305 toward usj since 1932 we have moved egually shead. I
believe Stalin snd I cun mske world pesce work.*

But one is dead and the other is old. Perhaps with time new men may
make progrecs for peace. Certainly the plain pecple of western Eurepe
und the Jsritish Isles unanimously are praying and working te that end.

S0 much for my problems, questione, and answers. I have written you
from each c¢cuntry w!at these plain people have usaid, how they are
living, whst they believe, and how they feel toward pesce und the ever-
present threat of a third VWorld War. Certainly nothing I have written
gl.ould govern you. 3ut perhaps this group of reports may stimulate
your thought. It may answer scme questions which now disturb.

Your business a4 an American is to provide the best life poseible for
your wife and children. ine challenge ahesd for parents everywhere is
perhaps greater than at any time in history. You are iruly an sveruge
smerican Lecsuse all future hope lies in time und knowledge and
tolerance of thote wio are to live the next half century. "Peacs on
earth, good will toward wmen® may o me out of the darknecs of the now.






-2~

But the big thing to remember is that the Italians are happlly
at work. And by thie I mean all the Italians--us you drive in
the country you see not only the men in the fields, but also the
old people, the women, and the children, working ad long as the
daylight lusts. ‘ihere is much rebuilding to Le done-~-in & most
every town there is still war damuge--but they have tidied it
2ll up and have made the mo:ut amaring strides W th the handicaps
of no money and material except to use what had been torn down.

It hae been exciting to see, and having cseen it one cun not be=-
lieve that a war will come soon.



Europe 1948

Dear Childrens

Climbing through mountsain passes from Lake Como to the Swiss
border Customs, we waved & friendly hand vackward. We remaembered
moet a waiter at Florence saying, *"Ve Italians have one big enemy
in Russian Communism, but we've got that ghost laid for a five
year period through the last month's eketions. We may have one
smaller enemy in the United States. Sometimes it seems as though
the United Statee wante war soon with Ruseia to get it over u th.
We want to be a nation of Itallians at work in peace.®

Snow-clogged mountain passes made it nececssary to take the
Gotthard railroad tunnel for about fifteen miles with the auto
perched behind on a flate-car. It is difficult to speak of chb anli-
nese as a national institution, but certainly an introduction to

a Swise ekbotric train, railroad station windows reflecting the
snow inte beautifully kept cow barns, told & psychological story
of self-respect, independence, and national pride. Only Holland
with Switzerland reflected the higher American standards of per-
sonal life.

Of course throughout Switzerland from luzerne, & beautiful mountain
lake city, to Zurich, the Swiss financial idew York, to Basel, the
city of intrigue, to the Lake Geneve country, & bit depressed
through B¢k of touriets and students, money snd the high cost of
living was the main talk.

After leaving a brave and busy Italy wuere a climuffeur took care
of a family of four on §10 a week through a r&ard winter at Genoa,
we had not too much sympathy for a grumbling Swiss chauffeur whe
thought his $25 a week & great hardship because his wife's little
business was not doing ae well as last year. We even doubted
whether the five meals & day customary in Switzerland had been
shortened. We saw no unemployment. The people were as stocky
and hard muscled as the ever present brown Swiss milk herds.
There was little talk of war among the people. War was always
happening and the Swiss were always out of it. The statue of
William Tell stands for them symbolic of permenent independence.
Of course all bridgeheads are mined permanently awaiting the
electric button to block an enemy &t all borders should an invader
try to come.,

But the most eignificant industry of Swiszerland, ocutside of
intrigue of foreign refugees and international spy rings, is
money. At Zurich every day the money of every nation, except
Russia, is freely exchanged at banks. Official rates such as
an English Pound for ¢4, 600 Italian lira for $1, 300 French
france for $1, are totally ignored. Zurich makes the money
market everywhere in Europe. The English Pound ie worth about
$2.75. TFrench and Italian money is discounted from ten to
twenty per cent. The Swiss franc tied into the american dollar
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on a basis of 40¢ a franc, has become & one way street which

far eign currencles must walk along for what they are really worth.
Thie money reality based upon gold both in Hew York and Zurich,
forecasts a future. It showe that today at ls ast, Bretton Woods
and an international currency are very far away. It shows that
free world trade awaits a clean up. And when one reaches the
French border with English Pounds bought at $2.75, we find a com=
plete indifference whether on has Englieh Pounds, American dollsars
or Traveller's Checks. But there is an intense concern tiat no
one crosses into France with more than 4000 france (§12). And
when one coreses into England or Belgium or Holland with Pounds or
Belgian francs or Dutch Guilders, the sawe intense concern stops
every traveller at uie border.

80 Burope today isdivided between the “soft" and "hard" currencies.
The only "hard® (lhonest) money in Europe is Swiss--almost as "hard"
as Scandinavia. <The "softest™ is England. The forecast is that
the Englieh .ound must reform, probably within a matter of months,
to its resl valuv in world trade. By Harshall Plan help the money
exclangers at Zurich will place the world price of Pounds at §3.
Then perhaps Italy and France and even depressed liblland may find
tl eir money hardening. Only then will the road bloeck of fake money
be ended. Only then may the el ow approach bve made to & world money
where all may trade in all countries save those under Ru:zsian con-
trol, without Bbck Markets and chesating and emuggling of money and
goods.

While all Europe & owly is ¢limbing toward a better stanaard of
living with more m rchandise everywhere, there can be no full re~
covery until American gold and the american dollar can move in
Justice and freedom within tioee countries which aAmerican gold
and goods ic to Lusten tovard money solvency.

And s0 on over the low rolling cattls -:tudded western foothille
of tre Alps into France.

It wae not until we reached Puris that the real botherscme bueineess
of money became apparent. The franc i¢ worth three different prices
the same day. A hotel concierge willingly cashes a Traveller's
Check for 315 francs to a dollar. The perfume merchant takes your
check for 300 france. The Black Market runner meets you near the
Lre rican Exprese office and offers you 340 france for an American
dollayr bill and 325 francs for American Express traveller's clLecks.
But at the Paris branch of the Chase Nationdl Bank you meet &an
official French control rate of 247 francs if you are planning to
buy French goods for American export--that is up to half of your
purchase.

As one French worker travelling as interpreter said: "Tris world
needs one money everywhere--at le ast in a United States of Europe.*
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Dear Children:

The first French city we reached after crossing the border from
Switzerland, was Dijon for over-night. Here we found a hotel,
wi.ich according to the NMichelin Guide, wes & de luxe hotel. It
was what had formerly been & most luxurious hotel, btut now seemed
cold and rather empty, with no attempt at a good dining room.

This was true of other hotels in other cities we stopped in as we
moved around ¥rance. We found rates for food and rooms and for

m rchandise purchased in both Italy and France extremely reasonable~
the "soft"” currency and good rate of exchange being an eno urage-
ment to touriet trade of all kinde. F¥or inctance, a bottle of
Sotch wriskey wi ich we needed because we &ll were tired zm cold,
wae dug up from the cellar of this Dijon Lotel, and eold to us for
$6 as contrasted dter for & bottle of Scotch wtiegkey in kngland for
¢l16. VWhen it came time for dinner, the concierge in awhisper eaild:
“I do not tcink you will get the kind of meal you want hers, but

I will give you the name of a reetaurant~--The Golden Pneasant." Ve
went to this restasurant and found it full of French middle cdes
pecple. It was through a courtyerd and up a flight of stairs. But
three people had & meal for a king for about §$10 with wine~--soup,
enails, stesk with asparsgus, wild etrawberries and thick cream,
the stundard “black" bread (for which you are supposed to have
coupons) with butter, and cheese.

In Paris even ut the nighest priced restaurante, we could have the
game luxurious meals for half the price of asimiliar meeal in Jew
York. isost of the itesr are "Black Market" and the poor people

of the cities can not afford them, tut they do go to the restau-
rante snd nhave them. The great problem for thece poor w rking
people in the cities is ciothing. Almo:ct everywhere clothing ie
rationed and the prices sre eo high tiat no one can afford new
ones even with sufficient coupons. 1In the country fooa is plenti-
ful, and not Bl ck sarket, but they too hauve the clothing problem.

As we moved north frcu Paris into belgium and iwlland we found
prices for everything much higher. 1In Selgium the lace, for in-
stance, was just too expencive to be interesting. 71he Selglians

did not seem to know tow to attract the tourist trade whicn would
bring them dollars. In iolland, though prices were also Lign, we
found such a black market in money thut tiings evened up. Certainly
the Dutch were glad to :-ee us and wanted tourists. They &re really
poor though, and it was nere thu.t we sensed more suffering. Holland
is a wonderful country~-the same incu:try, cleanliness and uesire

to get back on thelr feet that we s&w in Italy. But they have
suffered terrible destruction from the war and despite the . uge
harvest trere will be trie year, and the way in which they uave

made tremendoue strides in building back tleir herds of cattle

for the cheese indu:try, it looks like a slow climb. Qur hotel

in Ameterdsm w:.ich had becen one of the cutstanding top small hotels
of Europe before the war, wsas perfect from the standpoint of service
and meals, but they simply do not have the money for refurbishing
after the war. The towels tore in your hands as you tried to dry
your back after a bath.
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On our way back to Paris from Hollend we passed through the great
Champagne country. Here we found the typical J¥rench sense of fear
and deprecssion which the German occupation has left with them. A
man with e small vineyard, making 10,000 bottle of the bept wine
in tl.e whole district, but not an internationally known name, wes
afraid to sell us direct 300 bottles of wine for shipment to the
United States. Though he would have been pald cesh in advance he
argued that he could not do it because his sgent in Paris who wold
to the agent in Hew York (wiere a bottle for which he gets $1 ie
sold for $16) might bhoklist him if he found out. He also said
that Le would rather take care of hie regular French customers than
run & risk of getting in wrong with the authorities by trying to
expand his maerket ocutside of France. %ihis was also true in the
Burgundy section where we reard the sawe story at Beaune. We were
given the name of the agent in New York, tut he would not send us
wine direct from France.

After a few days more in Paris we drove on through Brittany and
Jormandy. It was early for their summer season and moet of the

sea Lowne were not really open for buciness. DBut here wug where
the real war destruction wae seen and felt. iHere we found ..igh
prices for nothing--except for one place, there wae real discomfort.
They rhave not been able to get their land and cattle back in the
way that Italy and Holland and Belgium have done. They secem to

be whipped down still and have not couwe back mentally to & sense
of work and indu.try in the way that the Italians have. Where

in Italy, which had fighting all through the country and boumbing
and destruetion, lLas cleaned up and repeired and made some cem-
blance of rebuilding, theese people have le ft the rubble lying
where it fell. You will pass & field with two tanks and & machine
gun standing on i.s tripod, Just eitting whnere they were sabandoned.
Along the road hardly a mile is pussed without war machinery Just
left to ruet and decay. It ie too far gone now for use, Lut
certainly these machines could have been turned to scrap iron or

to farm use. No one had the initiative to organize or was afraid
to do s0 without being told to. The one really bright spot was

the hotel du Rhin at Dieppe where we spent the night before taking
the ctannel boat for LZngland. This town was really destroyed. 1ILis
hotel on the water-front had been occupled by the Navy. It was in
a sad ctate. But the man end :is wife wh.o owned it, rad everything
spotleesly clean, had used what paint they could get, and had a
kitchen wnich would have been the envy of any American housewife.
And the meals were perfect. But on the door of my Ledroom, the
sign still wae painted, because repainting and decorating is still
too expensive for them: NNaval Exchange Office-lNo admittance ex-
cept on duty. cLtut thie Feench couple were cheerful and working
though :hey hed lo:t their omly-son and r&d no one to pass on their
place to.

In England we landed at lewHaven which was completely decstroyed.
The harbor and many of the houses have been fixed up and the
English countryside ie so0 green and neat always that it looks
beautiful even where it has been damaged. But the Englieh ars
really having & hard time. Everything ie expensive and everything
is rationed. There is no Black Market to the extent there is in
the other countries. You really can not buy fresh meat, and go
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without unless you are a farmer,.except for the ration. Here is
the ration?

For one week and English family of 3 gets:
3/4 1b butter -

4% ounces cheese

6 ounces margerine

3 ounces khdkd lard

14 pound sugar

6 ounces vacon

6 ounces pressed corned meat

2 boxes matches

1 pound suusage (40% meat the rest meal)
6-8 ounces fresh stew meat

In addition they get 3/4 pound of chocolate or sweets, anc 24 points
for additional cheese, tinned goods, sweet crackers, syrup, Jam.

The bresad ration I do not know, but it is generous. A farm laborer
gets 10 to 12 ounces of cheese. 2 small cakes of soap per person

& month. 7 egge a year. (onildren get more eggs). Coffee 1is not
rationed but tea is, and is insufficient to last the allotted time
80 they supplement with coffee.

Clothing 1is also striotly rationed and a man (if he can afford oae)
can get a sult of clothes if he saves mall his coupons for a year.
Clothing coupons, we were told, can be bought en the bl ck market.
Beer is not rationed and most of the people drink four or five
glasees a day, if they can get it, to supplement their food. But
it is week watery stuff.

But the Ingliech do not complain and we felt admiration for the,m,
because certainly iLrey are the worst off of any Buropean peoples

we saw from the .tardpoint of food. I am swre ihey get tired of

fish. And it is hard to make unattraective food sttractive if you
have no butter, egge or cream for Eesuces.

But I still have & feeling that Europe ie much better off than

I Lad expected--largely due to their own determination. 1lhey
need help of course, and the job is to give it to them and ad-
minicter it 2o that it does not drivble awsy and do 1liitle good.
Then let them take care of themeelves without too much inter-
ference, and they will come out all right. And certainly they
do not want war.






June 28, 19486

EDI.on'S du.is

ihree reporters, all having ohildren headed perhaps toward

& wur wmaelstirom, travelled in Europe s parents seeking
truth. .hey:sppent eixty days by asuto from the 1ce of Italy
to ihe uook of :olland. .hey itravelled back roads. They
saw no diplomate. They guve scant heed to Howe, Paris, and
London. Lhey talked to .undreds of wen &nd w wen &t work.
“ris 18 their story to .uelir children about the days to come.
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“ime is in the bulance of those who seek world peaces. Hoosevelt, two
years before he died, said: "In twenty-five years the new Ruscia
has moved 30+ toward usj tince 1¥32 we have moved equally ahead. I
believs Stalin and I cun owke world pesce work.®

Jut one is dead and the other is old. Perhaps with time new men may
wmake progrecs for peace. Certainly the plain people of western Lurope
snd the British Isles unanimously are praying and working to that end.

S0 much for my problems, questions, and anewers. I have written you
from each ccuntry wlat these plain people have said, how they are
living, whit they believe, und lLow they feel toward pesace snd the ever-
present hreat of & third verld War. Certainly nothing I have wriiten
gl ould govern you. 3ul perhaps ti:is group of reports may stimulate
your thought. It may ancwer soms questions wihich now disturb.

Your businecs s an rmericun is to provide the best life poreible for
your wife and children. .ine crwilenge ahead for parents everywhere is
perhaps greater than ol any .ime in history. You are itruly &u uveruge
smerican Lcoause all future hope lies in time and knowledge and
tolerunce of thoue who &re 1o live the next half century. “Peace on
earth, good will toward wen"™ wiy o me out of the derknecs of the now.
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But the tig thing to rewmember is that the Italians are happily
at work. And by tide I mean all the Italiuns--ms you drive in
the country you see not only the men in the fields, out also Lhe
old people, the women, and the children, working abd long us the
daylight lasts. Jhere is much rebuilding to Le done-=~in al most
every town there is silll war damuge--but they have tidied it
all up and have made the wmostl amazing strides v th the nandicaps
of no money und material except to use what had been torn down.

It has besn exciting to see, and having scen it one can not be-
lieve that a war will come soon.



Europe 1948

Dear Children:

Climbing through mountain passes from Lake Como to the Swiss
torder Customs, we waved a friendly hand backward. Ve remembered
moet & waiter at Florence saying, "We Italians have one big enemy
in Russian Communism, but we've got that ghost laid for a five
year period through the last month's edctions. We may have one
smaller enemy in the United States. Sometimes it seems as though
the United States wante war soon with Russis to get it over u th,
We want to be & nation of Italians at work in peace.™

Snow-o0logged mountain passes made it necessary to take the
Gotthard railroad tunnel for about fifteen miles with the aute
perched behind on a flatecar. It is difficult to speak of clb anli-
ness &s a national institution, but gertainly an introduction to

& Swiss edotric train, railroad station windows reflecting the
snow inte beautifully kept cow barns, told s psychological story
of self-respect, independence, and national pride. Only Holland
with Switzerland reflected the higher American stundards of pexr-
sonal life.

Of ecurse throughout Switzerland from Luserne, & desutiful mountain
lake city, to Zurich, the Swiss financial iiew York, to Hssel, the
city of intrigue, to the Lake Geneve country, & bit depressed
through Bek of touriste and studente, money and the nLigh cost of
living was the main talk.,

After leaving & brave and busy Italy wiere a clLauffeur took care
of a family of four on $10 a week through a rard winter at Genoa,
we had not teo much » tl.y for a grumbling Swiss chauffeur whe
thought his $25 a week & great Lardship because iis wife's little
business was not doing as well as last year. Ve even doubted
whether the five meals & day customary in Switzerland Lad been
shortened. Ve saw no unemploymsnt. The people were as stoeky
and hard musgled as the ever present brown Swiss milk herds.
Trere was little talk of war among the pecple. War was always
rappening and trLe Swiss were always out of it. The ctatue of
William Tell stands for them symbolic of permenent independence.
0f course all bridgehesds are mined permanently awuiting the ‘
elsctrie button to block an snemy &t all borders should an invader
try to coms.

But the most significant inductry of Switserland, outside of
intrigue of foreign refugees and international spy rings, is
money. At Zurich every day the money of every nation, except
Russia, is freely exchanged at banks: Official rates such ae
an English Pound for §4, 600 Italian lira for $l, 300 French
francs for $1, are totally ignored. Zurich makes the money
market everywhere in Europe. The English Pound is worth abeout
$2.75, Freneh and Italian money is discounted from ten te
twenty per cent. The Bwiss frane tied into the imerican dollar
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on & basis of 40g¢ & franc, has become & one way street which

for eign currencies must walk along for what they are really worth.
This money reality based upon gold both in New York and Zurich,
forecasts & future. It shows that today at lsast, Bretton Woeds
and an international ourrency are very far away. It shows that
free world trade awaits a clean up. 4ind wien one reaches the
French border with English Pounds bought at $2.70, we find a com=
plete indifference whether on Las Englieh Pounds, Americen dolliars
or Traveller's Checks. 5Sut there is an intense concern thst no
one crosses inte FPrance with more than 4000 france ($12). a4and
when one corsses into England or Belgium or iblland with Pounds or
Belgian francs or Dutch Guilders, the saue intense concern stope
every traveller at the border.

£0 Europe today isdivided between the "soft" and "hard" currenciss.
The only "hard" (honest) money in Europe is Swiss-~almost as “hard"
as Scandinavia. 7The "softest® is& kngland. lhe forecast is that
the knglish Found must reform, probably within a matter of months,
to its real value in world trade. By iarshall Plan help the monsy
exchangers at Zurich will place the world price of Pounds at §3.
Then perliups Itely and France wnd even depresced iplland may find
tl.eir money Lardening. Only then will the road bloek of fake money
be ended. Only then may the sl ow approsch be made to & world money
where all may trade in all countries save those under kucsian con-
trol, without Bbok liarkets &nd chesting and enuggling of money and
goods.

¥hile all Europs tl owly is climbing toward a better standard of
living with more merchandise everywhlere, there can be no full re-
covery until imerican gold and the Amsrican dollar can move in
Justice und freedom within those sountiries wnich Ameriean gold
end goods is to Lasten toward money solvency.

And 50 on over the low rolling cattle ~studded weetern foothills
of tke Alps into France.

It wae not until we resached Puris that the real bothersocme business
of mouey became apparent. %Ghe franc ie worth tiree differeni prices
the sume day. A hotel concierge willingly cushes a lruveller's
Check for 319 francs to & dollar. The perfume mercihant takes your
check for 300 francs. The Blagk Market runner mcets you near the
Am rican IExpress office aund offers you 340 france for an iAmsrican
dollar bill and 320 francs for American ixpress traveller's clesks.
But ut the Paris branch of the Chase idutionhl Bunk you meet an
official French control rate of 247 fraancs if you are planning te
buy French goodes for American export--that ic up to half of your
purcLase.

As one French worker truvelling &s interpreter said: "Trls world
needs one money everywhere--at I a:t in & United States of Europe."

a
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Dear Children:

The first French city we reached after crossing the border from
Switzerland, was Dijon for over-night. Lere we found a hotel,
wiich scecording to the uichselin Guide, was & de luxe notel. It
was what Lad formerly been a most luxurious hotel, tut now seemed
¢old and rather expty, with no attempt at a good dining room.

This was true of other hotels in other cities we stopped in as we
moved around France. Ve found rates for food and rooms and for

= rchandise purchased in both Italy and France axtremely reascnabls-
the "soft” currency and good rate of exchange being an enwm ursge-
ment to tourist trade of all kinds. J¥or instaunce, a bottle of
Sotch whiskey wiich we nesded because we all were tired am cold,
was dug up from the cellar of this Dijon Lotel, and sold to us for
$6 as contrasted Bter for a bottle of Scotoh wi.iskey in Inglund for
$16. Vhen it came time for dinner, the concierge in swhisper said:
*I do not tiink you will get the kind of meal you want here, but

I will give you the name of & restaurante--The Golden Pheasant.” Ve
went to this rostaurant and found it full of French middle cdss
peocple. It was through a courtyard &«nd up a flight of stairs. But
three people had & meal for & king for about §10 with wine~-socup,
snails, stesk with aspuragus, wild strawberries and tiick oreem,
the standard "black® bread (for whiech you are supposed to have
coupons) with butter, and chesse.

In Paris even at the highest priced restaursnte, we could have the
game luxurious meals for half the price of asémilisr meal in dew
York. Most of the items are "Black Market” and the poor people
of the ¢ities can not afford them, Lut they do go ite the restauw
runts and have them. 7The great problem for these poor w rking
people in the citlies is clothing. Almost everywhere clothing is
rationed and the prices are so high thet no one e¢an afford new
ones even with sufficient coupons. In the country food is plenti~
ful, and net Bl ok Market, but they toec huve the clothing problem.

As we moved north from Parie inteo Belgium and .iolland we found
prices for everything much higher. In Belgium the lmce, for in-
stance, was just too expeusive to bve interesting. 7The Balgians

did not seem to know low to attract the tourist trade which would
bring them dollars. In iolland, though prices were aléo l.igh, we
found such & black murket in money that things evened up. Certainly
the Dutch wore glad to see us and wanted tourisis. ihey are really
poor though, and it was here thet we seunsed more suffering. lolland
is & wonderful country~~the same industry, cleanliness and desire

to get back on their feet that we s&w in Italy. But they have
suffered terrible destruction from the war and despite ths :.uge
hervest tl.ere will be tils yesr, and the way in which they bave

nade tremendous strides in buillding back their hnerds of cuttle

for the chesse indu:iry, it looks like a slow climb. Our hotel

in Amsterdam whioh had teen one of the cutstanding top small hotels
of Eurepe before the war, was perfect from tLe standpeint of service
and meals, btut they simply do not hLuve the money for refurbishing
after the war. The towele tore in your hands as you tried to dry
your back after & bath. -
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On our way back to Paris from Holland we pamsed through the great
Champagne country. Here we found the typical Jireneh sense of fear
and depression which the German cccupation has lsft with them. A
man with a small vineyard, making 10,000 bettle of the best wine
in tre whole distriot, but net an internationally known name, was
afraid to sell us direct 300 botiles of wine for shipment to the
United Etates. Though e would have been paid cash in advance ne
argued that he could not do it becsuse ric agent in Paris wiho wold
to the agent in udew York (wiere a bottle for which ne gets {1l 1is
sold for §16) might bheklist him if ne found out. He also said
that Le would rather tuke care of hie reguler French cuztomers than
run & risk of getting in wrong with the authorities by trying te
expand his market cuitside of lrance. 4inis wus &lso true in the
Burgundy cection where we reard ite sane story at Beaune. We were
given the name of the sgent in dew York, ilut he would not send us
wine direct from Irance.

After & few days move in Paris we drove on through Brittany saod
Jormandy. It was e&rly for their suuxer season snd most of the

gea Lowne were not remlly open for bueiness. ISut here was where
the real war destruciion was seen and felt. iiere we found uigh
prices for nothing--except for one place, there wae real dizcomfort.
They rave not been able to get their lund and cattle back in the
way theat Italy anc lolland anc Belgium have dons. They rcem to

be whipped dcwn still snd huave not cowe back mentally to & sense
of work and industry in the way that the Italisns have. dhere

in Italy, which had fighting all through iLhe country and bombing
and destruction, Lae cleaned up ana repuired and made some Lex~
blance of rebuilding, these people lLave lsft LLe rubble lying
where it fell. You will puss & field with two tanke and a mac:ine
gun stunding on 1.8 tripod, Just sitting wiere they were sbandoned.
Along the rosé PLardly & mile is puseed without war machinery Just
left to rurt and decay. It ie too far gone now for use, tut
¢ortainly heee machines eould have been turned to scrap irou or

to furm use. No one had the inicimtive to organize or was safraid
to do ko without being told to. 7The one really bright spot wus

:he rotel du Rhin at Dieppe where we sipent the night before taking
the c:annel beat for Ingland. 1hie lown wae really destroyed. Illis
hotel on the water-front rad been occupled by the uavy. It was in
a sad :tate. But the man and ris wife who owned it, :ad everything
epotlessly clean, hud used what paint they could get, and had a
kitchen wrieh would luve been the envy of any American nousewife.
And the meale were perfect. but on tue door of my tedroow, Lhe
eign still wvas psinted, bvecaute repainting and decorating is etill
too expensive for (remi haval Ixchange Office~io admittance exe-
cept on duty. 5sut this Fpench couple were cheerful and working
trough .hey lLad loct iteir ounly ecn and i-ud no one to pags on Lhelr
place to.

In England we landed at Newdaven which wus completely destroyed.
ihe harbor end many of the lLouses have been fixed up and the
English countryside it s0 green anc neat always that it looks
beautiful even wrere it Las been dumaged. But the Inglish are
roally hoving & hard time. Iverything 1: expencive and everything
ie rationed. There ie no 3lack karket to the extent there is in
the other ccuntries. You really can not buy fresh wmeat, and go
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without unless you are a furmer, except for the ration. Here is
the ration¥y

For one wesek and English faully of 3 gets:
3/4 1b duiter

4% ounces clisesse

£ ounces mmrgerine

3 cunces bikd Iarxd

1¢ pound sugar

é ounces bacon

6 ounces pressed corned meat

Z boxes matches

1 pound sausage (40% meat the rest nmeal)
6-8 ounces fresh stew meat

In adéltion they get 3/4 pound of chocolate or sweeis, snd 24 points
for additional cheese, tinned goods, sweet crackers, syrup, Jam.

The bread ration I do not know, but it is generous. A farm laborer
gets 10 to 12 ounces of cheess. &£ small cakes of soap per person

& month. 7 eggs a year. (ciildren get more eggs). Coffee is not
rationed but tea is, and is insufficient to last the allotted time
80 they supplement with coffes. -

Clothing i» also striotly rutioned aund a man (if he can afford ons)

can get & suit of clothes if he saves all his coupons for & year.

Clothing coupons, we were told, ¢an be bought on the bl ek market.

Beer is not raticned and most of the people drink four or five
lasesee a day, if they can get it, to supplement their food. But
t 18 week watery sctuff.

But the English do not complain and we felt admiration for the,m,
because certainly Luey are the worst off of any European peoples
we saw from the .tandpoint of food. I sm sure Lhey get tired eof
fish. And it is hard to make unattraciive food attractive if you
have no butier, egge or cresm for suuces.

But I still huve & feeling that Europe is much beiter off than

I hid expected-~-largely due te their own determination. Tlhey
need help of course, and the job is to give it to them and ad-
minister it so that it does not dribbls sway and do little good.
Then let them take care of themselves without too much inter-
ference, and they will comse out all right. And certainly they
do not want way.






June 28, 1948
30 OUR CHILUREN

EDILOR'S HULE:

Three resporters, all hiving children headed perhaps toward .
& war maelstrom, travelled in Europe &as parents seeki '
truth. Theysspent eixty days by auto from the Toe of Italy
to the iHoek of lolland. They iravellsd back roads. They
saw no diplomsts. They gave scant heed to Rome, Paris, and
London. They talked to Lundreds of men and w men at work.
Trhis is their story to iheir children about the days to come.



Eureope, 1948

Deayr

I thought of you and your sister & great deal &s we came into the
harboxr of daples. There was soms time there Jusi as there was wihen
we were there together fourteen years ago. iowever tl:is tize there
were ships lying on their sides in the water and signs of the war
bombing all arocund the harbordide.

We Lired & car, and headed s.uth into the country for a drive watil
time to sail egain for Genoa. As we drove along the great im-
pression I had was of great use thess Italisns were making of their
land--every inoch of ground x’mg under and arcund Vesuvius (which
no longer smokes, by the way) was under cultivation~--wheat bstween
the rows of grapes and fruit trees above the vines. Bigns of the
fighting everywhere--bridges und railroads bombed~~-but the rubble
is neatly piled for future bullding use and the bridges axi railroads
are in operation.

The

¥rée impressioun of work snd activity of these first few hours weus
born out as we went along through all Italy. 1lhis countiry wus
fought over all the way from Sicily north, wiille isrance's ravaged
territory was mostly in the north. 5but ihe Italians sre cheerful
and active and working hard te get back on their fest--glad to see
us and full of optiuism.

At Genoa we hLired another car snd drove to Florence, staying there
ssveral days und moving around in the vicinity. Then scross the
mountains and up the east coast 1o Venice, where we stayed another
fow days. 1lhen on across the northeru purt of Italy and up iante
Switserland. In this way we really saw most of the ccuntry from
Haples north. We talked to many, many people~-ihe working people
in the country and in the cities. '‘hey are thankful to »ve ithe
way behind them, and to be able to get at their fields and business
again and only want to be left to do sc d thout any further thought
or talk of a future war.

This year there will be & terrific hurvest. Despiie their crowded
territory, it seemed as though they would nave aearly enough. ieat
is not included in this, Lecause they do not have much. Cextainly
the ccuntry people do have enough of sverything to eat, though the
city people suffer Lecause they ure poor und csnnot afford th Black
iiarket. %e saw no stiurvation, and ourselves ate too much of perfect
food, but their clothes are a problem. They havs plenty of merchan-
dise to sell. The tourist trade shopkeepers greeted us with open
-arms, hoping we would buy lois Lecause Lhis mesns dollars to hel
them get back on their feet. <The twe hotels in Florence snd Venice
are the finest I have ever Leen in--suiling service of the mozt per-
feot kind with no hands out constantly for tips--these are included
in your bill &nd they do not expect more. As one man in the hotel
in Florence said, "We do need help uow. Lhe iarshall plan is
necessary if the pecple actually get it and not the one's Ligh up.
But what we really want is & helping hand so th&t we can take cure
of ocursslves independently of any outside nation. And no wmore war."
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But the Lig thing to remowber is that the Itelisns are happily
at work. And by tis 1 mean all the Italiume--us you drive in
the country you see uot only the men in the fields, but &lso the
cld people, the¢ women, «ni the children, working &b long es the
daylight lasts. '‘here is much rebuilding to Le done=~«in &l most
every town there is siill waxr damuge~-~but they have tidied it
all up and have made the most ammezing strides W th the nandicaps
of no woney und material except to use what had teen torn down.

It has been exciting 1o se¢e, and Laving useen it one can not be-
lieve that a war will coume soon.
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Zurope 1948

Dear Childrens

Climbing through mountiain passes from Lake Como to the Swies
btorder Customs, we waved & friendly hund Lackward. Ve remsmbered
moet & walter at Florence saying, "Ve Italians have one big e

in Sussian Communism, but we've got thut giost laid for u five
year period through the last month's edctions. Ve may Liuve one
smaller enemy in the United States. Gometimes it seeums as thowgh
the United States wante wsr scon wiin Russia to get it over W th.
We want to be & nation of Italisns at work in pesce.”

Snow-¢logged wountain pusses mads it necezsary to tuke the
Gotthard raiiroad tunnel for about fifteen miles with the aute
perched bterind on a flat-gar. It is difficult t6 spesk of cb anli-
ness &8s a national inctitution, but certainly an introdustion to

a Swiss edotric train, railroad station windows reflecting the
suow inteo besutifully kept cow bvarns, told & psyshologlicul story
of self-respect, independence, and national pride. Only iolland
'1:218'it.‘r1.nd reflected tlLe higher imsrican stundards of pexr~

80 l1ife.

Of ccurse tiroughout {witzerland froa lLuzerne, a beautiful mountaian
lake city, to Zurich, the Swiss financiul iuew York, to iasel, the
city of intrigue, to the lLake Geneve countiry, & bii depressed
through Bek of tourists and students, money wnd the nigh coet of
living wus the wain talk.

After leaving o brave aud busy Ituly w:ere & ciauffeur took Gurs
of a funily of four on {10 & week tlrough & :ard winter at Genoca,
we had oot too much sympatiy for a grumbling Ewise chauffeur whe
thought his 3206 a week & great tardship Lecause iis wife's little
business was ot doing e& well ws lust year. Ve even doubted
whetier the five meals & day cuctomary in Switzerlanu i.ud beea
shortened. Ve saw no unemployment. ihe people were as stoeky
and hard muscled &» the ever present brown Swiss milk Lerds.

There was little talk of war among the pecple. Var was &lweys
Lappening wnd ti o Ewiss were slwuye out of it. The Ltatue of
William Tell stands for them symbolic of permenent independence.
Of course all bridgeheads are mined permanently awmiting ihe ,
electric button to block an enemy &t &ll borders should an invader
try to come.

But the meost significart inductry of ({wiiserland, outside of
intrigue of foreign refugees and international spy riogs, ie
monsy. At Zurich every day the moncy of every nstion, except
Ruseia, i{» freely exchunged at bunks. Official rates such ae
an English Pound for (4, 600 Itelian . lira for §$l, 300 Irench
francs for §l, are totally ignored. Zurich zmakes the money
market everywhere in Lurope. 7The English Pound is worth about
924756, French ané Italian money is disgounted from ten to
twenty pexr cent. 7The Swiss frunc tied into the smerican dollay
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on & basis of 40g & frano, has become & one way street which
fareign currencies must walk slong for what they are really worth.
This money reality based upon gold both in lisw York suad Zurich,
forecasts & future. It sbhows that today at ls ast, lLretton Woods
and an internatiocnal currensy are very far away. It shows thut
free world trade awsaitz a clean up. And wien one reaghes the
¥rench border with Englisb Pounds beught at $2.75, we find & com=
plete indifference whether on has English Pounds, iserican dolliars
or Traveller's Checks., 3Sut thers is an intense ccncerm that no
ons crosses into France with more than 4000 francs ($§12). 4snd
when one corsses into Ingland or Belgium or iiolland wi th Pounds ox
Belgien france or Dutch Guilders, the ssuws intense concern stops
every traveller at Lhe border.

£¢ Europe today isdivided betwesen the "soft® wnd "nard" currenciss.
The only “"hard" (honest) money in Europe is Ewiss-~almost ss "hard®
a8 Scandinavia. 7The “softest® is kngland. The forecast is tlust
the English Pound must reform, probably within & matter of wmoaihs,
to its real value in world trade. By iarahall Plaa Lelp the money
exchangers at Zurich will place the wcrld prics of Pounds at §d.
Then perhaps Italy and France und even deprecsed iplland may find
their money hardening. Only then will the road blosk of fake money
be ended. Only then may the d ow approach be mads to & world money
where all may trade in all countries save tiose under Russian gcn-
trol, without Bhek liarkets and chesting snd smuggling of monsy and
goods. A .

Wiile all Europe sl owly is ¢limbing toward a better sisncard of
living with more me rchandise everywhere, there can be no full re-
covery until samerican gold and the American dollar can move in
Justice and freedom within tiose countries which Amsrican gold
and goods is to Lusten toward woney solvency.

And so on over the low rolling cetile -studded weatern foothills
of the Alps into France. N

It was not until we reaghed Puris that the real botherscme business
of money became apparent. 7The franc is worth thxee different prices
the same day. A hotel concierge willingly cushes & Iraveller's
Check for 310 francs to & 4o0llar. The pesrfume merciant tekes youwr
chegk for 300 fruncs. The Hlack larket runner mcets you near the
Amm rican Express office and offers you 340 franes for an /msrican
dollar bill and 320 france for /iuerican Ixpress traveller's cLeoks.
But at the Paris branch of the Chase lationikl Bank you mest an
offieial French contreol rate of 247 franca if you are planning to -
buy French goods for American export-=that ies up to half of your
purchase.

As one Irench worker travelling as interpreter said: *Tris world
needs one money sverywhere--at M act in & United States of Eureope.®
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Burope 1948

Dear Children:

The first Freanch city we reaghed after crossing the border from
Switzerland, was Dijon for over-night. iHsre we found & hotel,
wi.ieh scoording to the uichelin Guide, was & de luxe Lotel. It
was what Lad formerly been & most luxurious hotel, Lut cow seemed
60ld and rather empty, with no attempt at a good dining roeom.

This was true of other Lotels in other cities we stopped in as we
mnoved arcuad France. Ve found rates for food and rooms and for

® rohandise purchused in both Ttaly snd Yrance exirsmely reascnsblse~
the "soft” curreney and good rate of exchange being an en® uruge~
ment to tourist trade of all kinds. Jor instance, & bottls of
Sotch whiskey wi ich we useded begsuse we all were tired am ocold.
was dug up from the cellar of this Dijon Lotel, and sold to us for
$6 as ocntrasted Mter for & bottle of Scoteh wriiskey in lnglund for
§16. When it cume time for dinuner, the concierge in awhisper said:
*I d0 not tiink you will get the kind of meal you want here, but

I will give you the name of & restaurante-Tue Golden Pusasaut." Ve
wvent to ihis restaurant and found it full of Freneh middle ciss
people. It was through a courtyard amd up & flight of stairs. But
three people Lad & meal for & king for about $10 with wine--acup,
snails, steak with aspuregus, wild strawberries and tuiok cresm,
the standard "black® bread (for wihich you are supposed to Lave
coupons) with butter, snd cheese.

In Paxris even &t the nighest priced restisurante, we could have the
same luxurious meals for half the price of asdmiliar ueal in iew
York. JMost of the fitems are “Black iarket” and the poor pecple
of the ¢ities can not afford them, Lutl they do go L0 the restau-
rante and have them. 7Thse great problem for thecze poor w rking
people in the cities is clothing. Almost everywhare clething is
rationed and the prices are so0 hnigh that no ons can afford new
ones sven with sufficient coupons. In the country food is plenti~
ful, and net Bl ok Market, but they too Luve the clething problem.

As we moved north from Paris iate beigium and .iolland we found
prices for everything much kigher. In Belgium the lase, for ine-
stance, vas Just too expencive to be interesting. ‘7ihe Selgisns

did not seem to know Low to attract the tourist trade which would
bring them dollers. In Lolland, though prices were aleo :igh, we
found such & blagk market io money that things evened up. Certalaly
the Dutch were glad to see¢ us and winted tourisis. Lhey are really
poor though, and it wae here thet we sensed more suffering. lolland
is a wonderful country--the sams inauctry, cleanliness and aesire

te get bagk on thelr feet thut we saw in Italy. But they have
suffered terrible destruction from the war and despite the : uge
hervest there will be tlis yeur, &nd the way in which they bave
made tremendous strides in bullding baek ti.eir nerds of cattle

for the cheese induitry, it looks like & slow ¢limb. Our hotel

in Amsterdam which had tcen one of the oculstanding top small hotels
of Europe before the war, wse perfect from the standpoint of service
and meals, but they simply do not Lauve the money for refurbishing
after the war. The towels tore in your hanus &8 you iried to dry
your bagk after a bath.
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On our way back to Paris from Holland we passed through the great
Champagne sountry. LHere we found the typical Jrench sense of fear
and depression which the Germwn occupation has left with them. A
nan with & small vineyurd, making 10,000 botile of the best wine
in tle whole distriet, but not an internautionally koown nane, was
afreald 1o sell us direct 3560 Lottles of wine for shipment to tue
United Etates. 7Though lLe would inauve been pald cash in wdvzuce ue
argued thut ke could not do it Vecause i.ls wgent in Paris wio mold
to the agenut in .ew Tork (w:ere a bottle for which us gets 4l is
sold for (16) might bhcklist iim if Le fcund out. les aleo said
that te would rather tuke cure of i:is regular Freuch customers than
run & risk of getting ia wroang with the authorities by trying te
expund Lis murket ouiside of lYrance. 1huis wue also true in tue
Byrgundy cection wlisre we lesrd tie tawe sLOry at Hdeaune. We were
glven the name of the agent in Jew York, tut he would uot &ead us
wine cireot from Irsuce. .

After & few daye more iun Puriec we drove on hrough Brittany and
SJormandy. It was esrly for theldr suwmer ceason sand most of tue

ge8 towne were not really open for vuciness. 3IJut here wis wiere
the real war desiruction was seen and felt. usre we found .igh
prices for nothing--except for oneé place, liere was real diiQomfort.
They rave not been able to get iheir land and eaitle back in the
way thet Italy anc :Hdollisnc anc Belglum have done. They seem to

be whipped dcwn still wnd have not cowe bagk mantaully Lo & sense
of work sand industry ia the way that the ltalians have. 3ihere

in Ituly, which had fighting &il through the country &nd bombing
and destruction, laus cleansd up ana repuired and uade soue LW~
blance of rebuilding, these people huve la fu LLe rubble lying
where it fell. You will pess & fleld with two lanks and & maciine
gun standing on i.8 tripod, just sitting wiere they were sbandoned.
Along tune rokd iardly & wile is pussed witnocut wur magchinery Just
laft 1o rust snd decay. It is toe fur gone now for ure, Lut
Gertainly ithete naoline: could Luve veen turned teo &cray, izron or

to furia use. o one nad the initimtive to organize or was aufraid
to do &0 without being told te. 7Thes one really bright spot wus

:he rotel du Rhin &t Lieppe where we sseni the uight before Laking
the c..ananel bowt for Zugland. 1hkie town was rcelly iestroyed. iide
notel on the water-front nud been occupled by the iuavy. 1L wus ia
& sac cLutes But ihe wwn end iis wife w.o owned it, :ad everytiding
spotlecsly clean, haed used what paint iLney could get, and had &
kitchen wiieh would Lave been the envy of any Americen howewife.
And the meals were perfect. But on the door of my tedroom, Lhe
sign still wes painted, vecause repainting and decorsting 1is stiilld
too expvnsive for .hewi saval ixchange Office-is wduittance ex-
cept on duty. Lut ituls rweneh couple were cheerful snd working
trhough ihisy red lowrt :nelr ouly son and i wd nO one to pass on their
place to.

In Lnglund we lended at lew.daven which wubs completely dectiroyed.
ihe harbor end wmany of the nLouces have been fixed up &nd the
English countryside it s0 green &nd neat always that it loocks
beasutiful even where it Las been dumaged. But the Inglish are
really Luving & hard tiue. Iverything 1le expencive and everything
is rationed. There is no Slack iarket to the extent there is in
the other countries. You really can not buy fresh uweat, «nd go
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without unless you are a furmer, except for the ration. sdere is
the rationy

For one week and English fauily of 3 gets:
3/4 1b buiter

4% ocunces cheese

€ ocunces umrgerine

3 ounces kkd Ilnrd

1§ pounéd sugar

é ounces Laeon

6 ounceg pressed cornmed ueat

2 boxes matches

1 pound sausage (404 meat Lhe rest rceal)
6-8 ounces fresh stew meat

In addition they get 3/4 pound of cuooolate or sweeis, anc 24 points
for additional cheese, tinned goods, sweet coraskers, syrup, Jam.

The bread ration I do not know, but it ic generous. 4 farm laborer
gota 10 to 12 ounces of creese. 2 tmall cakee of sosp per person

o month. 7 egge a year. (ccildren get more sggs). Coffes is not
rationed but tea is, und 1s insufficient to last the allotted time
80 they supplement wich coffece.

Clothing is alsc itrictly rutioned und a man (if he can afford oae)
can get & suit of glothes 1f he saves all his goupons for & yoar.
Clothing coupons, we were Lold, can be bought on the bla ¢k market.
Beer 1is not rationed and moet of the people drink four or five
glasees a day, if tiuey cun get it, to cupplement their food. 3But
it is week watery s.uff.

Eut the Znglish do not complain and we felt sadmiration for the,m,
becauie certainly u.ey are the worst off of any Europeun pecples

we savw frow the .tandpoint of food I ax sure they get tired of

fish. And it is herd to wake unattruciive food attractive if you
have no btutter, egge or cream for cuuces.

But I atill ruxve & feeling luuat lurope it much beiier off than
I lLad expectede=-largely dus tc tneir cwn deteruination. , ihey
need help of course, and the jou ic to give it to them wnc ad-
minister it oo Jhat it dces nol dritble awey &nd do little good.
Then let them tuke cure of :theueelves without too much intexrs
ference, and they will cone out all right. And certainly ihey
do net wuni war.



ELITOR'S NOTEt

This and the followinyg five letters whioch are to appear this
woek in © newsjaper, are personal letters
written from Europe by one of three reporters who travelled
slowly by automobdile throughout wsstera Europe, including
Engluand, tulking to hundreds of the plain people. They saw
no diplomats. They avoided the rioh. They sought no zdvioce
" from journalists stationed in capitol oities. 3o the letters
are merely those of s father writing to his son, who himself
has sons who may fight, and dsughters who may faoe a future
balanociny between wur and peuce.



Juns 28, 1948
I0 _CUR CHILDREN
EDITOR'S NOTE!

Thres  reporters, all having ochildren headed perhups toward

8 war meelstrom, travelled in Europe as parents seeking
truth. They spent sixty days by auto from the Toe of Italy
to the look of Helland. They tr..velled back roads. They
saw no diplomets. They gave scant heed to Rome, Paris, and
lLondon, They talked to hundreds of men and women at work.
This is their story to their ohildren about the days to come,
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Time 1s in the b lance of those who seek world peuce., Roosevelt, two
years before he dled, s:id: "In twenty-five years the new Russia

has moved 30% toward us; since 1932 we have moved egually uheud. I
believe 5Stalin and I oun make world peace work.

But one is dead and iLhe othexr is old., Perhups with time new men muy
meke progress for peuge. Certainly the jplaln people of western Zurope
and the Sritish Isles unanimously ere praying snc working to that end.

5 muoh for my problems, questions, und answers. I have written you
from each oountry what these plain peoplc have auld, how the; are
1iving, wh:t they bulieve, and how they feel towurd peusce and the svere
present threat of s third World War. Certainly nothing I have writtenm

should govern you. But perhups tuls of reports may stimulate
your thgught. yI& may anguur gomo quo%%iggn wn{c now diitur .

Your business ss an .merican is to provide the best life possible for
your wife and ghildren. The chullense ahead for parents everywhere is
perhaps greater than at any time in history. You are truly an average
!merican because all future hope lies in time and knowledge and
tolerance of those who are to live the next half century. "Fesce on
earth, good will toward men" msy come out of the darkness of the now,






But the big thing to remember is that the Italians are happily
at works, 4nd by this I mean all the Jtullans--as you drive in
Lue country you see not only the men in the fields, but also the
old people, the women, and the children, working as long as the
daylizht lasts. There is much reduilding te be done-- in aluost
every town there 1s still war damage--=but they have tidied it
all up and have made the most uama:ing strides with the handiocaps
of no money and material exoept to use wh.t had been tora down,

It has been exciting to soe, nanc rcving scen 4t one coun not be-
lieve thut a var will eome soon.
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W Europe, 1948

Dear Children:

Climbing through mountuin pas:ca from Lake Como to the Swiss
border Customs, we waved a friendly hand backwurd. e remembersd
most a walter at Florence saying, '"We Itallians have one big enemy
in Russian Communianm, but we've got tLat ghost laid for r five ,
year period through the last moanth's eleotions. We muy huve one : -/
snaller enemy im the United sStateus. uouwetlimes it seems as though
the United ostates wuants waxr soon with Russia to get it over with,
we w:nt to0 be a nation of It.lians at work in peuce.”

Snow-glogged mountain passec mude it necessary to take the

Gotthurd railroad tunnel for about fiftcen miles with the auto
perched behind on a flat-car. It is difficult to speak of oleanli-
ness us a netional institution, but ocrtainly an introduction to

a Swiss eleotric tmin, ruilroud stalion windows reflecting the

snow into besutifully kept cow baurns, told a paychologioul stoxry
of self-respect, indepenuence, ~nd national pride. Only Holland

with Switzerland rerlected the Ligher smeriocan standards of per=
sonal life.

Of oourse throughout Switz-rland from Luzerne, a beautiful mountain
lake city, to Zurich, the Swiss financlal New York, to Bassel, the
oity of intrigue, to the Lake Geneve country, a bit depressed
thrcugh lack of tourists and students, money an¢ the high cost of
living was the main talk.

fter leaving a bruve and busy It:ly where a ohauffeur tock care
of a family of four on 310 a week through a hard winter at Geaos,
we had not too muoh sym;athy for a grumbling Swiss chuuffeur

who thought his $26 a week & great hurdahLip because his wife's 1liffle
business wus not doing us well es last yeur, We even doubted
whether the five meals s duy oustomery in Switzerlund had been
shortened., #e suw no unemployment. The people were us stooky

and hird muscled as the ever present brown Swiss milk herds,

There was little talk of wer awong the people. Var wus alv :ys

bap ening und the uwiss were ulways out of it. The stutue of
Wwilliam Tell stunds for them syubolis of permanent independendce.
Of ocurse all bridgeheuds ure mined permcnently awulting the
elestrie button to blook an enemy at all borders should un invader
try to come.

But the most signifiocant industry of Switzerland, outsice of
intrigue of foreign refugees und interuational spy rings, is
money. .t Zurlich every duy the money of every nation, except
Russla, 1s freely exchunged ut banks. Offloliul rates such as

an English Pound for $4, 600 Italian lira for {1, 300 Freneh
francs for §l, are totally ignored. Zurioh mukes tle money
market everywhere in Europe. The English Pound is worth about
22.75. Frenoh :nd ltulian money 48 disoounted from ten to

wenty per cent, The Swiss fruno is tied into the Amerlcan dollar
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on a ba:zis of 40y a franoc, huas becone a one way street whioh
foreign currencies must valk along for what they are really worth,
This money reslity bused upon gold bath in New York anu Zurieh,
forecusts a future. It shows thut today at least, Bretton Voods
and an i.ternetional ocurrency :ure very far awsay. It shows that
free world traude awsnits a e6le~n up. .nd when one recchesz the
French border with English Founds boufht ut $2.75, we find a com
plete indiffercnce whether one has English Pounds, .merioan Dollars
or Traveller's Checks, But there is an intense concerm thut no
one crosses into Frunoce with more than 4000 franos ($12)., and
when one orosses into England or Belgium or Holland with Founds or
Belgian franos or Duteh Guilders, the sume intense concern stpps
every truveller at the border.

50 Burope today 18 divided between the "soft" anu "hard" currencies.
The only "bhard” (honest) money in kurope is Swiss--almost &s "hard"
as Scandinavia. The “asofest” is Englund. The fireocust is thut

the English Pound must reform, probably within u matter of months,
$0 1ts real velue in world tr.des By Marchull Plan help the money
exchangers at Zurieh will place the world price of Founds at §3.
Then perhaps Italy and France end even depressed Holland may find
their money hardening. Only then will tiue road block of fake money
be ended. Only then nuy the slow approach be make to a world money
where all mag trade in all countries save those under Russlian cone
trol, withoul Black ilurkets and cheating and smuggling 0f money and
go0ds.

While all Europe slowly is oliubing towsrd s better standard of
living with more merch:ndiise everywhere, there can be no rfull re-
covery until smericun gold asnd the ﬁmarioan dollar cen move in
Justice and freedom within those countries which .merican gold
and goods 48 to hasten toward money so0lvenoy.

And 80 on over the low rolling cattle-atucded western foothills
of the .lps into PFr:nce.

It w.eg not until vwe reached Puris that the real bothersome business
of monsy became apparent. The freno is worth three different prices
the scme duy, ~ hotel conclerge willingly ocashes a Traveller's
Cheok for 3106 franecs to u dollur. The perfume merchant tukes your
ocheok for 300 fruncs. The Blaock Market runner meets you near the
/merican Eipress office .nd offers you 340 franes .or am ,merican
dollar bill and 325 francs for .merican Express truveller's checks.
But at the Puris branch of the Chase National Bank you meet an
offioiusl Frensh control rate of 247 francs if you ure plunning to

. buy Freach goods for .merican export--=thut is up to half of your
purohese,

.8 one Frenoh worker trave.ling as Llaterpreter said: “"This world
needs ons money everywhere-- st least in a United States of RHurope.
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Paris 1948

Dear Children:

1 am writing in Paris simply because there is & day here in whioh %o
"organise” for laundry and s few purchases for the folks at homs, Out time in
France, Belgium, Bolland, and Brittany and Sormandy was much greater and gave us
the real detail of plain living and work and daily 1life whickh we were seeking,

The first French eity we reachsd after orossing the border from Switser-
land, was Dijon for over night. Here we found a hotel, whioh according to tihwe
NMiohelin Guide, was s de luxe hotel. It was what had formerly been a most luxure
ious hotel, but now seemed eold and rather empty, with no attempt at a good dining
roome This was trus of other hotels in other cities we stopped in as we moved
eround France, We found rates for food and rocms and for merchandise purehased
in both Italy and Prance extremsly reasomable--the "soft" ocurrency and good rats
of exshange being an eneouragement to tourist trade of all kinde, For ixs tance,
a bottle of Scotoh whiskey which we needed beosuse we all were tired and ¢old,
was dug up from the oellar of this Dijen hotel, and sold to us for $6 as contrasted
later for a Mottle of Scotoh whiskey in Bngland for $18. When 1t oame time for
dinner, the conoierge in a whisper said: "I do not think you will get the kimd
of meal you want here, but I will give you the name of & restaursnt—-The Goldem
Fheasazt." We went o this restaurast and found it full of Prench middle slass
people, It was through a courtyard and up s flighs of stairs. But three people
had a meal for & king for about $10 with wine~-soup, snails, steak with asparsgus,
wild strawberries and thick oream, the standard "black” bread (for which you are
supposed to have aoupons) wish dutter, and cheese,

In Paris even at the highest prised restaurants, we could have the same
luwourious meals for half the prioce of a similar meal in New York., Most of the
items are "Black larket" and the poor people of the oities can not aflford them.
The great problem for these poor working people in the oities is olothing. Almost
everywhere olothing is rationed and the prioces are 80 high that no one ocan afford
new coes oven with sufficient ecuponse In the country food is plentiful, and
not Black Market, but they too have the olething problem.

As we moved north from Paris into Delgium and Holland we found prices for
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everything much higher. In Belgium the lace, for instance, was just too sxpemsive
to be interesting. The Pelgisns did not seem to know how to attract the tourist
trade which would bring them dollars. In Folland, though prises v;n also high,
we found such s black market in money that things evened up. Certainly the Dutsh
were glad to see us and wanted tourists. They are really poor though, and it was
here that we sensed more suffering. DHolland is a wonderful cowntry-~the same
industry, oleanliness and deeire to get back on their feet that we ssw in Italy.
But they have suffered terrible destrustion from the war and despite the huge
harvest there will be this year, and the way in whioh they have made tremendous
strides iz bullding bmck their herds of oattle fer the cheese industry, it looks
_m:. & slow olimb, Out hotel in Amsterdam whioh had been one of the outstanding
smll luxury hotels of Burope befors thes war, was perfest from the -mdpoﬁt of
sorvice and mealsk but they simply do not have the money for refurbishing after
the war, The towels tore in your hands as you tried %o dry your bask after s Uath.
On our way bdack to Paris from Fiolland we passed through the great Chawpagns
sountry. Here we found the typleal French sense of fear and depression which the
the German ocoupation has left with them. A man with a small vinsyard, making
10,000 Dbottles of the best wine in the whole district, But not an internationally
known name (the village was named Cramant) was afreid to sell us direct 500
Bottles of wine for shipment to the United States, Though he would have besn paid
ossh in sdvanse he argued that he eould not do it beeause his agent in Parlis who
sold o the agent in New York (where a bottle for whioh he gets §1 is sold for
$14) wmight blacklist him if he found out. Hs also said that he would rether take
oare of his regular French customers than run & risk of getting in wromg with the
suthorities by trying to expand his market outside of France. .‘!‘hh was also true
in the Durgundy seotion where we heard the same story at Beaune, We were given
the name of the agent in Hew York but he would not send us wine direct from France,
After & fow more days in Paris we drove on through Brittany and Normandy,
It was early for their summer season and most of the sea resort towms were ﬁot
really epen for business. But here was where the real war destruction was seen
and felt, UHere we found high prices for nothing--exoept in one plase, there was
real discomfort. They have not been able %o get their land and eattls beck inm shape
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in the may that Italy and Holland and Belgium Mave done. They seem to be whipped
down still and have not come back msatally to a sense of work and industry in the
way the Italians have done. Where in Italy, which had fighting all through the
sountry and homdbing and destrustion, has cleaned up and repaired and made soms
seablance of rebulilding, these people have left the rubble lying where it fell,
Gne passes a fidld with two tanks and a machine gun standing oo its tripod, just
sitting where they were abandoned. Along the road hardly s mile is passed without
war mashinery Jjust left téruatmddcuy. It is toe fuar gone now for use, bBut
sertainly these machines could have been turned to serap iron or to furm use.

Ho one had the initiative to organise or was afraid to 4o so without being told
%0,
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M . Bngland just across the Channsl
1848 -

Dear Children:

% have left France today., This is & contrast of two boumb-rasked (la‘
shell-torn Channel ports--Dieppe and How Haven-~and of two families of those
posts,

Becsuss in both oases only a few miles aoross the Channel we find hepe
and energy we are to arrive in England with some of the confirmtion we found
in Isaly. There are everywhere in wvery country signs of growth through adversity.

For instance, in Dieppe was & truly bright spot of France at the Fotel
4u Rhin where we spent the night before tkking the Chamnel boat for England. This
sea town was almost ocompletely destroyed, It‘ was formerly a resort town—a spot
whero the English as well as the Frensh could go quickly soross the Chamnel for
s holiday at the seaside, We were told that the hotels listed in the Michelin
Guide were not in condition to stay in, but that the Hotel du Rhin on the water
front ocould take oare of us and would be the most satisfaotory, It was in a sad
iuto. The buildings on either side were skeletons and the fremt of the Hotel
du Ruin was oracked and dreery. It had besn ocoupled by all combatants, the last
svidently being the Amsrioans, Ehe Mersisrs, who owned it, had everything spot-
lessly olean, had used palnt when they were able to get it, and had a kitchen
whieh would have been the suvy of any Amerioan housewifs, And the neals were
perfect, But on the door of my bedroom, the sign was still left because this
small amount of paint had been used on whet fwrniture they had, sad it reads
Eaval ixohange (ffice~-No edmittance except on Duty. Their Curmiture was gons,
but by degrees, a picos at a time, they were getting more rooms ready for coou=
panoy., The only son who would have inherited the hotel business, had been killed
in the very last days of the war, and the little wwcr was there %0
bs their incentive, But this Prench eouple were samlling and oheerful and full
of a desire to get bmok and going sgain,

With the Merelers waving a friendly au revoir $0 us we left to board
the boat tc take us to New Haven, It was noon 80 we went to the dining saloun
for lunoh snd talited %o the pleasant English waiter who served us. He lived in
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Now Haven which was mors than half destroyed. The harbor and many of the houses
bave been fixed up ¢to de livable and the EZnglish aountryside is so green aad
neat always that it looks besutiful even where it has been dameged, But it is
bard to "earry on" {n a mmll town where five thousand houses have been destroyed,

His story was about as follows: "It 1s pretty hard about the butter and
meat and things, but don't let any Englishman tell you that we are down and out,
We are doing all right, tut we are griping too mish, It will be & leng time be-
fore our homes and our port is reslly fixed up, It may be evan longer before
Bogland 1s egain the bi; shipping country, Bubt I know that the worst is over,
Families have been m\lhul ups There are orphans and widm.n and all that, But
the gripers don't get us anywhere and England is ocoming through, 1 can feel it
every wmonth,”

The lesson Lo me was that the common people with many, many problems to
work at daily, had e distinot bappiness through the mere fact of work Lteself,
Two of the great estates we visited wers sertainly on their way out, Anyone oan
fee that the andlent gramdsur of Brittany and Norsandy are passing out along with
the eastles on the Rhine and the zreat English and Irish estates, DBut for the
plain people we can ses A ressonsbdle future while pathstiocally in France the
so-~oalled "little ones” have not yet grasped the nesd of unity in govermment,

It is quite possible that they will do so, After all Italy end Ireland are
rapidly rushing through to & better nationalism than were hill towns or counties
cemsnted only By a common religion, DeValera may have done it for Ireland and
Mussolinl helped much in his sarly days of "living dangerously" before fat sad
women took him, DBut when ono sees ladame Neroier planning to buy snothor chair
next month; when ono {inds & oheerful Channel~orossing waiter going home to a
bombed out dwelling, anyone oan feel that pessimism is net the rule anywhere in
Burope.
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Dear Children: N

This is a smell Bnglish town and countryside fifty miles northwest of
London where we sre visiting {riends smde during the war years at Washington,
it 18 really ocur first chanoe t0 rest in the little guest house overlooking the
garden and the imcomparabdble desuty of the low=lying hills of Buckinghamshire,

In England we landed at New Haven which as I said before, was more than
half destroyed, The BEnglish have had and are having & really hard time, Every-
thing is expenasive aul everything is rationsd. Thers is no blsok market to the
oxtent that there is in the other countriss. This msans that you really can not
buy fresh meat and the people — g0 without unleas he is a farmer, except for
the ration. .

HBere is the ration as I wrote it down yesterday when the groser delivered
i, There sre two kinds of food rstion-~the regular llsul' whioh ia antoﬁtio ir
you osn pay for i%, and the things one has a choloe about and for which one uses
soupons. For ons week this family of three which we are visiting, getas:

4/c 1b butter
ounces ohoese

€ ounces margerine
3 _ounces lard

13 1b sugar
6 ounces bason
8 ocunces presssd meat loaf (eorned beef)
2 boxes matohes
1 1b ssusage (40X meat<the rost meal)
6~8 ounoes {resh stew meat.
In sddition they get 3/4 pound of chooolate or sweets & month and 24 points each
for additionsl cheese, tinmed goods, sweet ormokers, syrup, jam, eto., The bread
ration I 4o not imow, but it is genmsrous. A farm laborer gets 10 to 12 ounces of
choese. 2 small cakes of soap per person per month, 7T eggs & year for adults, bub
s few more for children. lj pints milk per person a week, with more for children,
Coffee 1s not sationsd, but tea is, and is insufficient to last the allotted time,
80 they supplement with ooffee.

Clothing is also stristly reationed and a zman (if he ocan afford one) oan .

got a suit of alothes if he saves all hh coupons for a year, Clothing coupons,
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we were told, oan be bought on the dlack market, But most of the poor people
ean not buy the olothes let alone the extrs soupons, Beer is not rationed and
most of the people drink four or five glasses a day Aif they oan get it, to

‘ supplement their food. But it is weak and weter stuff,

But despite what the walter on ths Channel boat said, 1 do not fesl
that the fnglish people oomplain much and we folt great admiration for them.
Gertainly tiwy are in the worst shape of any Buropean people we saw {rom the
standpoint of foodw-even those in the country with gardens. I am sure they
got tired of fish, M it is hard to vake unattractive food attractive if you
have no butter, 9%z, or cream for sauces,

‘We will be leaving here for home on board the Nieur Anekerdam at
Southawpton An & few days, We kesp remembering the warm welooms and spirit
of hospltality whish has been shown us-«two mwore mouths to foed on what is
20t enough ever for thres. The extrs canned goods we have been able to fisd
u;d the meager food pareels we brought with us do not mmke up fer the lask ef
meat and fats and sugsr,
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Burope 1948

Dear Bobs
WEST OR BAST?
In the opening artisle it was stated that war between east and west is a probability.

Three observers on the old battle grounds of World War I and II have reached
a combined opinion that war between east and west probably would ocour between five
end twenty years from now. All three passionately hope they are wrong.

In this opinion they found themselves in agreement with the majority
opinion in Italy, Switserland, Franee, Belgium, Holland and England, Here also
they found everyone hoping that their opinion is wrong.

- Under this hope for peace may be growing the hothouse sesdlings of permanent
peace itself. Spiritual values can hardly be put in black and white with ink on
paper, But in the plain mathematiocal faots which we have been attempting to put
on paper by nations and food and clothing, there comes back always the feeling that
hope and faith are the real wvalues we gesk to maintain, 8o for all readers of this
series the three investigators in western Burope agree that they may be very wrong
in their belief that war is more likely than pesce within 20 years,

The thing is not so muoh Russia fighting America for a world supremscy
in a material and spiritual world, It is not so simple as numbers of atom bombs
and people and bread.

Perhaps it is a matter that people move, that man is restless., Certainly
a moving, restless humanity has come out suprems on this earth over milliomns of
other varieties of life. ‘

But now that man I8 supreme, must he not-~the two billiocns of him~-stretoh
out humanity's hands upward toward a supremacy beyond bread and guns?

There are of ocourse three active foroes restlessly in motions The age of
western furope's supremaocy over all the people of the earth is definitely gome. It
is not Spengler's "Deoline of the West." It is rather the sunset of a western
Burope as a single world-eontrolling foroe. The east marches west, The west,
which in real fact is the United States, 1is finilhin; its westward march and finds
itself turning back aoross the Atlantic to proteet its rear.

80 the important practical fact in a review seeking to solve the riddle
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Africa and the Dutoh in Java and the French and British in Egypt and the Sudan,
began to “pay off" in money and goods for the factories. Without the age of steam
and elestricity with their big ships and their mass meking of oloth and nails and
the thousands of things man uses, there could have never been the bossing of a two
billion world by 200 million people of western Burope.

In this age which has just closed with the end of World War II, hardly
more than ten percent of the human race bossed ninety per cent, First east Germany
under the Prussians and now Moscow under the Slavs is challenging the west. The
inited States is the answer and the hope for all these ocountries of western Burope.
They know it, The hope of the world is that this wavering battle line from Berlin
to Korea, will disappear=-that it will melt during the next twenty years under the
light of reason and the warmth of human relations., The sun has been giving material
light and life since man came into his world leadership. Perhaps the light of
reason and the warmth of human fellowship may win in the twenty years ahead. Plain
people everywhere--east and west--want it so. What they WILL, they may have,



ingland,
Great Missenden, 1948

Dear Children:

This is a mmell English town and countryside fifty miles northwest of
lLondon where we are visiting friends made during the war years at Washington,

It is really our first shanee to rest in the littls guest house overlooking the
garden and the imoomparable beauty of the low-lying hills of Buckinghamshire,

In BEngland we landed at New Haven which as I said before, was more than
half destreyed. The English have had and are having a really hard time., BRvery-
thing is expensive ani everything is rationsd, There is no black market to the
extent that there is in the other oountries. This means that you really can not
buy fresh meat and the people must go without unless he is a farmer, except for
the ration. ‘

Here is the ratlion ss 1 wrote it down yestorday when the grooer delivered
it. There are two kinds of food ration=-the regular lasue whioh is automatio if
you oan pay for it, and the things one has & ochoioce about and for which ons uses
eoupons, For one week this family of three which we are visiting, gets:

3/4 15 butter
punces shoesse

€ ounces margerine
$_ounces lard
13 1b sugar
6 ounces bacon
6 ounces pressed meat loaf (ocorned deef)
2 boxes matohes R
1 1b ssusage (40X meat-the rest meal)
8-8 ounces fresh stew meat,
In addition they get 3/4 pound of chocolate or sweets a month and 24 points each
for additional cheese, tinned goods, sweet crackers, syrup, jam, eto, The bread
ration I do not know, but it is generocus. A farm laborer gets 10 to 12 ounces o!‘
cheese, 2 small ocakes of soap per person per month, 7 eggs & year for adults, but
s few more for ohildren. 13 pints milk per psrson a week, with mors for children,
Coffes is not matiomed, but tea is, and is insufficient to lasst the allotted time,
80 they supplement with coffee,

Clothing is also stristly rationed and a man (if he oan afford one) can

get a suit of alothes if he saves all his coupons for a year, Clothing soupone,
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we were told, ean be i:ought on the dlack market, But most of ths poor peopls
ean not buy the olothes let alone the extra coupons, Beer is not rationed and
noltbor the people drink four or five glasses a day 1f they can get it, to
'lupplmnt thelr food. But it is weak and water stuff,

But despite what the waiter on the Channel boat said, I do not gesl
that the BEnglish people complain much and we felt great admiration for them,
Certainly they are in the worst shape of any Buropean people we saw from the
standpoint of food-~even - those in the country with gardens. 1 am sure they
get tired of fish, And it is hard to make unattractive food attractive if you
have no butter, egzs, or sream for sauoces,

We will be leaving here for home on board the Nieuw Ameverdanm at
Southampton in & few days, We keep nu_nborin; the warm weloome and spirit
of hospitality whish has been shown us==two wore mouths to feed on what is
0ot endugh ever for thres. The extra carmed goods we have heen able 4o find
and the meager food pareels we brought with us do not make up for the lack of

meat and fats and suger,
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Bagland,
Great Missenden, 1948

Dear Children:

This is a mmall English town and countryside fifty miles northwest of
London where we are visiting friends made during the war years at Washington,

It 1s really our first chance to rest in the little guest house overlooking the
garden and the imocomparable beauty of the low-lying hilla of Buokinghamshire,

In England we landed at New Haven which as I said before, was more than
half destroyed. The English have had and are having a really hard time. BEvery-
thing is expensive and everything iz rationed, There 1s no black market to the
extent that there is in the other sountries. This means that you really can not
buy fresh meat and the people must go without unless he is a farmer, except for
the ration, .

Hore is the ration as I wrote it down yesterday whern the grocer deliversd
it, There are two kindas of food ration~-the regular issue whioch is subtomatio if
_you ocan pay for it, and the things one has a cholce about and for whieh one uses
ooupons. For one week this family of three whioh we are vilsiting, gets:

3/4 1b butter

cunces oheese

6 ounses margerine

3 _ounces lard

1} 1b sugar

6 ounces bacon

8 ounces pressed meat loaf {oorned beef)

2 boxes matches

1 1b sausage (40X meat-the rest meal)

6=8 ounces fresh stew meat.

In addition they get 3/4 pound of chocolate or sweets a month and 24 points each
for additional cheess, tinned goods, sweet ormokers, syrup, jam, etc. The bread
ration I do not know, but it is gemerous. A farm laborer gets 10 to 12 ounces of
cheese, 2 small oakes of soap per person per month. 7 egzs a year for adults, bdut
a few more for children. 1% pints milk per person a week, with more for children.,
Coffee is not mationed, but tea is, and is ingufficient to last the allotted time,
80 they supplement with coffee,

Clothing is also strietly rationed and a man (if he can afford one) ocan

got a suit of olothes if he saves all his coupons for a year. Clothing coupons,
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we wore told, can be bought on the black market., But most of ths poor people
san not buy the clothes let alone the extra coupons. Beer is not rationed and
most of the people drink four or five glasses a day if they oen get it, to
supplement their food. But it is weak and water stuff.

But despite what the waiter on the Channel boat seid, I do not feel
that the English people complain muech and we felt great admiration for them.
Certainly they are in the worst shape of any Buropean people we saw from the
standpoint of food--even. those in the eountry with gardens. I am sure they
got tired of fish., And it is hard to make unattractive food attrastive if you
have no butter, eggs, or eream for sauces,

We will be leaving here for home on board the Niesuw Ameterdam at
Southsmpton in a few days, We keep remembering the warm weloome and spirit
of hospltality which has boron shown us=-two more mouths to feed on what is
not enough ever for thres. The extrs cenned goods we have been able to find
and the mager food parcels we brought with us do not make up for the laok of

meat and fats and sugar.
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BMagland,

Great Missenden, 1948
Dear Childrem:

This is a mmll English town and countryside fifty miles northwest of
london where we are visiting friends made during the war years at Washington,

It is really our first ohance to rest in the little guest house overlooking the
garden and the imeomparable beauty of the low-lying hills of Buokinghamshire,

In England we landed at New Haven whioch as I said before, was more than
half destroyed. The Bnglish have had and are having a really hard time, BEvery-
thing is expensive ani everything is rationed, There is no hlaock market to the

¢
extent that there is in the other countries. Thls means that you really can not
buy fresh meat and the people must g0 without unless he is a farmer, exsept for
the ration.

Here is the ration as I wrote it down yesterday when the grocer delivered
it, There are two kinds of food ration--the regular issue which is automatic if
you oan pay for it, and the things one has a ohoice about and for whieh one uses
soupons. PFor one week this family of three whioh we are visiting, gets:

8/4 1b butter

ounces ohoess
68 ounces margerine
§_ounoces lard
13 1b sugar
6 ounoces bacon
6 ounces pressed meat loaf (sorned beef)
2 boxes matohes
1 1b sausage (40X meat-the rest meal)
6«8 ounces fresh stew meat,
In additicn they get I/Z pound of choeolate or sweets a month and 24 points each
for additional ocnheese, tinned goods, sweet orackers, syrup, jam, ete., The bread
ration I do not know, but it is generous. A farm laborer gets 10 to 12 ounces of
cheess, 2 small oakes of soap per person per month, 7 eggs a year for adults, but
s few more for children. 1% pints milk per peraon s week, with more for ohildren,
Coffee is not eationed, but tea is, and is insufficlient to last the allotted time,
80 they supplemsnt with coffee,

Clothing is also strietly rationed and a man (if he can afford one) cem

gt a suit of slothes if he saves all his ocoupons for a year., Clothing ocupens,
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we were told, ean be bought on the black ni.rkot. But most of the poor people
eoan not buy the olothes let alone the extra coupons, Beer is not rationed and
most of the people drink four or five glasses a day if they oan get it, o
supplement Ehoir food. But it is weak and water stuff,

But despite what the waiter on the Ghnnnol_ boat sald, I do not feel
that the English people ooﬁplun much and we felt great admiration for them.
Certainly they are in the worst shape of any Buropean people we saw from the
standpoint of food--even those in the country with gardens. I am sure they
get tired of fish., And it is hard to make unattreactive food attractive if you
have no butter, eggs, or cream for sauces,

We will be leaving here for home on board the Nieuw Ameterdsa at
Southampton in a few days, We keep remembering the warm welecoms and spirit
of hospitaiity whieh has been shown us--two wore mouths to feed on what is
not enough ever for three. The extra canned ;ooill we have been abls to find
and the meager food parcels we brought with us do not make up for the lack of

meat and fats and sugar,
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Bagland just across the Channel
1948

Dear Children:

We have left Franoe teday. This is & eontrast of two bomberasked and
shell-torn Channel perts~=Dieppe and New Haven--and of two families of those
posts, |

Because in both cases only a few miles aoross the Channel we find hope
and energy we are to arrive in England with some of the confirmation we tc;nnd
in Italy. There are everywhers in every oountry signs of growth through adversity.

Yor instance, in Dieppe was a truly bright spot of Franace at the Hotel
du Rhin where we aspent the night before tkking the Channel boat for England, This
sea town was almost completely destroyed, It was formerly a resort town--a spot
where the English as well as the Prensh ¢ould go quickly across the Charmel for
a holiday at the seaside, We were told that the hotels listed im the Michelin
(Guide were not in oondition to stay in, but that the Bot;l du Rhin on the water
front oould take eare of us and would be the most satisfactory, It was in a sad
state, The bulldings on either side were skeletons and the front of the Hotel
du Rhin was eracked and dreary, It had been oscupied by all combatants, the last
evidently being the Amerioans, Fhe Merciers, who owned it, had everything spot~
lessly olean, had used paint when they were able to get it, and had a kitchen
whieh would have been the envy of any Amerioan housewife, And the msals were
perfeot, But on the door of my bedroom, the sign was still left because this
small amount of paint had been used on what furniture th'oy had, and it read:
Baval Exohange Office~-No admittanoce exeept on Duty. Their furniture was gone,
but by degrees, a plece at s time, they wers getting more rooms ready for ocou-
pancy. The only eon who would have inherited the hotel business, had been killed
in the wvory last days of the war, and the little grand-daughter was there to
be their incentive, But this Frenoh couple were smiling and cheerful and full
of a desire to get baek and going again,

With the Meroiers waving a friendly au revoir to us we left to board
the boat to take us to New Haven. It was noon 80 we went to the dining saloon

for lunoh and talked to the pleasant English waiter who served us, He lived in
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Fage 2~3England aoross the Shannel

New Haven whioh was more than half destroyed, The harbor and many of the houses
have been fixed up to de livable and the English countryside ls so green and
neat always that it looks besutiful even where it has been demeged. But it is
hard to "earry on" in a small town where five thousand houses have besn destroyed,

His story was about as followss "It is pretty hard about the butter and
meat and things, but don't let any Bnglishman tell you that we are down and out,
We are doing all right, but wo are griping too much, It will be & long time be=
fore our homes and ocur port is really fixed up, It may be even longer before
Bugland is again the big shipping ocountry, But I know that the worst is over,
Faxilies have been smashed up, There are orphans and widows and all that, But
the gripers don't get us anywhere and Engldand is coming through, 1 oan fesl it
every month,"”

The lesson te me was that the common people with many, many prodlems to
work at daily, had s distinot happiness through the mere fast of work itself,
Two of the great estates we visited were certainly on their way oud, Anjono can
seo that the angient grandeur of Brittany and Normandy ere passing out aleng with
the castles on the Rhine and the great English and Irish estates. But for the
plain pecple we oan see a reasonadle future while pathetioally in FPrance the
so=galled "little ones” have not yet grasped the need of unity in government,

It is quite possible that they will do so. After all Italy and Ireland are
rapidly rushing through to a better nationalism than were hill towns or counties
cemented only by a ocommon religion., DeValers may have done it for Ireland and
Mussolini helped mish in his early days of “"living dengerously" before fat and
women took him, But when one sees Madame Meroler planning to buy another schair
next month; when one finds a oheerful Channel-orcssing waiter going home to a
bombed out dwelling, anyone oan feel that pessimiem is not the rule anywhere in
Barope.
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Bngland just aeross the Channel
1948 -

Dear Children:

Wo have left France today. This is a eontrast of two bomb-rasked and
shell-torn Channel ports--Dieppe and New Haven--and of two famillies of those
powts,

Because in both oases only s few miles aoross the Channel we find hope
and energy we are to arrive in England with some of the confirmation we found
in Italy. There are everywhsre in every ocountry signs of growth through adversity.

For instance, in Dieppe was a truly b'ﬂ;ht spot of France at the Hotel
du Rhin where we spent the night defore tkking the Channel boat for England, This
sea town was almost ecompletely destroyed, It was formerly a resort town--a spot
where the English as well as the Prench could go quiskly soross the Chamnel for
& holiday at the seaside, We were told that the hotels listed in the Michelin
Guide were not in condition te stay in, but that the FHotel du Rhin on the water
front could take eare of us and would be the most satisfaotory, It was in & sad
state, The duildings on either :1& woere skeletons and the front of the Hotel
du Rhin was cracked and dreary. It had been cosupied by all combatants, the last
evidently being the Americans. Fhe Meroisrs, who owned it, had everything spot~-
lsssly clean, had used paint when they were able to get it, and had a kitchen
which would have been the envy of any Amerioan housewife. And the meals were
perfeot, But on the door of wmy bedroom, the sign was still left becauss this
small amount of paint had been used on what furniture they had, and it reads
Naval En-hm;o Office--No admittanse exvept on Duty, Their furniture was gone,
but by degrees, a piece at a time, they were getting more rooms ready for oosu-
psnoy. The omly son who would have inherited the hotel business, had been killed
in the very last days of the war, and the little grand-daughter was there to
be their incentive. But this Fremeh eouple were smiling and cheerful and full
of a desire to get back and going again,

With the Meroiers waving a friendly au revoir to us we left to board
the boat to take us to New Haven, It was noon 30 we went to the dining saloon

for lunch and talked to the pleasant English waiter who served us, Hs lived in
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New Haven whieh was mare than half destroyed, The harbor and many of the houses
have heen fixed up to be liwvadble and the English sountryside is so green and
neat always that it looks beamutiful even where it has been dameged. But it is
bard to “earry on" in a small town where five thousand houses have been destroyed.

His story was about as follows: "It is pretty hard about the butter and
meat and things, but don't let any Englishman tell you that we are down and out.
We are doing all ri;ht, but we are griping too much, It will be a long time be-
fore our homes and our port is really fixed up., It may be even longer before
Bugland is again the big shipping eountry, But I know that the worst is over.
Families have been smashed up, There are orphans and widows and all that, But
the gripors don't get us anywhere and England is eoming through. I can fesl it
every wmonth,"”

The lesson to me was that the common people with many, many problems to
work at dally, had a distinect happiness through the mere fast of work itself,
Two of the great estates we visited were agertainly on their way out, Anyone can
ses that the ancient grandeur of Brittany and Normandy are passing out alemg with
the sastles on the Rhine and the great English and Irish estates, But for the
plain people we can see a reasonadble future while pathetisally in Franoe the
so-oalled "little cnes" have not yet grasped the need of unity ir government,

It is quite possible that they will do so, After all Italy and Ireland are
rapidly rushing through to a better nationalism than were hill towns or 6ount1u
cemsnted only by & oommon religion. DeValera may have done it for Ireland and
Mussolinl helped much in his early days of “living dangercusly® before fat and
women took him, But when one sees Madame Meroler plamning to buy anothor ohair
next month; when one finds a cheerful Channel-orossing walter going home to a
bombed out dwelling, snyone oan feel that pessiwism is not the rule anywhere in
Burope. '



Dear Children:

Bngland just across the Channel
19548

‘Wo have left France today. This is a contrast of two bomb-rasked and
shell-torn Channel ports--Dieppe and New Haven--and of two families of those
powts, . |

Because in both ocases only a few miles across the Channel we find hope
and energy we are to arrive in England with some of the confirmation we found
in Italy. There u.r§ everywhere in every oountry signs of growth through adversity.

For instance, in Dieppe was a truly bright spot of France at the Hotel
du Rhin where we spent the night before tkking the Channel boat for England. This
sea town was almost completely destroyed. It was formerly a resort town--a spot
where the English as well as the French eould go quickly across the Channel for
a holiday at the seaside. We were told that the hotels listed in the Michelin
(Guide were not in condition to stay in, but that the Hotel du Rhin on the water
front oould take ocare of us and would be the most satisfactory. It was in a sad
state, The bulldings on either side were skeletons and the front of the Hotel
du BRhin was cracked snd dreary. It had been ocosupled by all combatants, the last
evidently being the Ameriocans, Ehe Meroiers, who owned it, had everything spot-
lessly clean, had used paint when they were able to get it, and had a kitchen
which would have been the envy of any Amerioan housewife. And the meals were '
perfect, But on the door of my bedroom, the sign was still left because this
small amount of paint had been used on what furniture they had, and it reads
Baval Exchange Office--No admittance except on Duty. Their furniture was gone,
but by d-;z;ool, a plece at a time, they were gottin‘ more rooms ready for occu-
pancy. The only son who would have inherited the hotel business, had been killed
in the very last days of the war, and the little grand-daughter was there to
be their incentive. But this Frenoh scouple were smiling and cheerful and full
of a desire to get baok and going again, ‘

With the Merciers waving a friendly au revoir to us we left to beoard
the boat to take us to New Haven., It was noon 80 we went ‘to the dining saloon

for lunch and talked to the pleasant English waiter who served us., He lived in
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Now Haven which was more than half destroyed. The harbor and many of the houses
have been fixed up to be livadble and the English sountryside 1is so green and
neat always that it looks beautiful even where it has been dammged, But it is
hard to “earry on" in a small town where five thousand houses have been destroyed.

His story was about as follows: "It 1s pretty hard about the butter and
meat and things, but don't let any Englishman tell you that we are down and out.
We are doing all right, but we are griping too much, It will be a long time be-
fore our homes and our port is really fixed up. It may be even longer before
Bogland is again the big shipping oountry. But I know that the worst is over.
Families have been smashed up, There are orphans and widows and all that. But
the gripers don't get us anywhere and Engdand 1s coming through., I can feel it
every wmonth," "

The lesson to me was that the common people with many, many problems to
work at dally, had a distinot happiness through the mere faot of work itself.
Two of the great estates we visited wers certainly on their way out., Anyone can
see that the ansient grandeur of Brittany and Normandy are passing cut along with
the castles on the Rhine and the great English eand Irish estates., But for the
plain people we can see a reasonable future while pathetieally in France the
so-called "little ones™ have not yet grasped the need of unity in government.

It is quite possible that they will do so. After all Italy and Ireland are
rapidly rushing through to a better nationalism than were hill towns or counties
cemented only by a ocommon religion, DeValera may have done it for Ireland and
Mussolini helped much in his early days of “living dangercusly” before fat and
women took him. But when one sees Madame Msreler planning to buy another chair
next month; when one finds a oheerful Channel-orossing waiter going home to a
bombed out dwelling, anyone can feel that pessimism is not the rule anywhere in
Burope.
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Dear Childrea:

Paris 1948

I am writing in Paris simply because there is & day hers in which to
“organise® ror h\m&ry and & few purchases for the folks at home, Out time in
France, Belgium, Holland, and Brittany and Nermandy was wmuch grester and gave us
the real detail of plain living and work and daily life whioh we were seeking.

The first FPrench oity we reached after orcssing the border from s‘rit:pr-
land, was Dijon for over night. Here we found a hotel, whioch ascording to the
Miohelin Guide, was & ds luxe hotel. It was what had formerly been a most luxur-
ious hotel, but now seemed e0ld and rather empty, with no attempt at a good dining
room, This was trus of other hotels in other oities we stopped in as we moved
eround France., We found rates for food and rooms and for merchandise purchased
in both Italy and Prance extremsly reasonable--the "soft" ourrency and good rate
of exchange being an encouragement to tourist trade of all kinds, Por imstanee,

a bottle of Scotoh whiskey whieh we needed beoause we all were tired and oold,

was dug up from the oellar of this Dijon hotel, snd sold to us for $6 as contrasted
later for a bottle of 3eotoh whiskey in Hugland for $16. When it oame time for
dinner, the concierge in a whisper saids "I do net think you will get the kind

of mesl you want here, but I will give you the name of a restaurant--The Goldem
FPheasant,” We went to thie restaurant and found it full ef French middle class
people, It was through a ocourtysrd and up a flight of stairs. Put three pecple
had a meal for a king for adout $10 with wine--soup, snails, steak with asparagus,
wild strawberries and thick cream, the standard "blaok"™ bread (for which you are
supposed to have coupons) with butter, and cheese,.

In Paris even at the highest priced restaurants, we could have the sume
luxurious meals for half the prioce of a ;inlhr meal in New York, Most of the
items are "Blaok Narket® and the poor people of the cities can not afford them.
The grest problem for these poor workin; people in the eities is olothing. Almost
everywhere clothing is rationed and the priees are so high that no one san afford
new ones even with sufficient eoupons., In the ecountry food is plemtiful, and
not Black Market, but they toc have the clothing problem.

As we moved north from Paris into Belgium and Holland we found prices for
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sverything mach higher, In Belgium the inso, for instance, was justs too expeusive
to be interesting, The Belgians did not seem to know how to attract the tourist
trade which would bring them dollars. In ficlland, though prices were also high,
we found such & black market in money that things evened up, Certainly the Dutch
wore glad to ses us and wanted tourists.- ﬂwy ares really poor though, and it was
here that we nn;od more suffering, Holland is a wonderful GMry—-ﬂu same
industry, oleanliness and desirs to get baek on their feet that we saw in Italy.
But they have suffered terrible destrustion from the war and despite the huge
harvest there will be this year, and the way in which they have made tremandous
strides in building back their herds of cattle for the cheese industry, it looks
like a slow alimb, Out hotel in Amsterdam whioch had besn one of ths cutstanding
smll luxury hotels of Burope bhefore the war, was perfect from the standpoint of
service and mealsi but they simply do not have the money for refurbishing after
tho war, The towsls tore in your hands as you tried to dry your bdack after a beth.
On our way baok to Paris from Holland we pmssed through the great Champagne
sountry, Here we found the typleoal Prench sense of fear and depression whish the
the German ocoupation has left with them, A men with a small vineyard, making
10,000 bottles of the best wine in the whole distrioet, but not an internatiomally
known name (the village was mamed Cramant) was afraid to sell us direst 300
Bottles of wine for shipment to the United States., Though he would have been paid
oash in advance he argued that he eould not do it beeause his agent in Paris who
s0ld to the agent in New York (where a bottle for whioh he gets $1 is sold for
$14) might blacklist him if he found out. He aleo sald that he would rather take
oare of his regular French oustomers than run a risk of getting in wrong with the
‘authorities by trying to expand his market mt'-i.do of Franoce. This was alss true
in the Burgundy seotiocn where we heard the same story at Beaune, We were given
the name of the agent in New York but he would not send us wine direct from france,
After a fow more days in Paris we drove on through Brittany and Normandy.
It was early for their summer seasoz and most of the sea resort towns were not
really open for business. But here was where the real war destruction ni seen
and felt, Here we found high prices for nothing--exsept in one place, there was
real discomfort., They have not been able to get their land and eattle baok in shape
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in the way that Italy and Holland and Belgium have done, They seem to be whipped
down still and have not come baok mentally to a sense of work and industry in the
way the Italians have done, Where in Italy, which had fighting all through the
esountry and bombing and donmﬁlu. has cleaned up and repaired and made some
semblance of rebuilding, these people have left the rubble lying where it fell.
One passes a £idld with two tanks and a maehine gun standing on its tripod, just
sitting where they were abandoned. Along the road hardly « mile is passed without
war machinery just left to rust and decay., It is toe far gons now for use, but
certainly these mschines ooculd have been turned te sorap iron or ts farm use,

No one had the initiative to organize or was afraid te do so without being told

%o.
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Dear Children:

Paris 1948

I am writing in Paris simply because there is s day here in which te
"organisze"” for laundry and a few purehases for the folks st home. Out time in
France, Belgium, Holland, and Brittany and Normandy was much greater and gave us
the real detail of plain living and work and daily life which we were seeking.

The first French oity we reached after orossing the border from Switser-
land, was Dijon for over night. Here we found a hotel, whioh ascording to the
Michelin Guide, was a de luxe hotel. It was what had formerly been a wmost luxur-
ious hotel, but now seemed ¢old and rather empty, with no attempt at a good dining
room. This was true of other hotels in other cities we stopped in as we moved
sround France. We found rates for food and rooms and for merchandise purohased
in both Italy and Prance extremely reasonable--the "soft" ourrency and good rate
of exchange being an encouragemsnt to tourist trade of all kinds., Yor imstanee,
a bottle of Sootoh whiskey which we needsd because we all were tired and oeold,
was dug up from the cellar of this Dijeon hotel, and sold to us for §6 as eontrasted
later for a bottle of Scotoh whiskey in Bngland for $16. When it came time for
dinner, the concierge in a whisper said: "I do not think you will get the kind
of meal you want hers, but I will give you the name of a restaurant--The Goldem
Fheasant.” We went to this restaurant and found it full of French middle class
people, It was through a eourtyard and up a flight of stairs. But three people
had a meal for a king for about $10 with wine--soup, smails, steak with asparagus,
wild strawberries and thiok cream, the standard "blaok” bread (for which you are
cuppou‘d to have coupons) with butter, and cheese.

In Paris even at the highest priced restaurants, we oould have the same
luxurious meals for half the price of a similar meal in New York. Most of the
items are "Blaock Market" and the poor people of the eities can not afford them.
The great problem for these poor working people in the cities is elothing., Almost
everywhere clothing is rationed and the prices are so high that no one can afford
new ones even with suffiolent soupons, In the ocountry food is plentiful, and
not Blaok Market, but they too have the clething prodlem.

As we moved north from Paris into Belgium and Folland we found prises for
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everything much higher. In Belgium the lace, for instance, was just too sxpensive
to be imteresting, Ths Belgisns did not seem to know how to attraet the tourist
trade whioh would bring them dol}an. In Holland, though prices were slso high,
we found suoh 2 black market in nfncy that things evened up. Certainly the Duteh
woere glad to see us and wanted tourists. They are really poor though, and it was
here that we sensed more suffering., Holland is a wonderful country~+the same
industry, oleanliness and desire to get back on their feet that we saw in Italy.
But they have suffered terrible destruetion from the war and despite the huge
harvest there will be this year, and the way in which they have made tremendous
strides in building back their herds of cattle for the cheese industry, it looks
like a slow olimb, Out hotel in Amsterdam whioch had been one of the sutstanding
smell luxury hotels of Burope before the war, was perfeet from the standpoint of
service and mealsk but they simply do not have the money for refurbishing after
the war, The towels tore in your hands as you tried to dry your bask after a bath.
On our way back to Paris rron‘ Holland we passed through the great Champagne
country, Here we found the typloal French sense of fear and depression which the
the German occupation has left with them, A man with & small vineyard, making
10,000 bottles of the best wine in the whole district, but not an intormtimlly
known name (the village was named Cramant) was afraid to sell us direet 300
Bottles of wine for shipment to the United States, Though he would have been paid
ossh in advansce he argusd that he ocould not do it beeause his agent in Paris who
sold to the sgent in New York (where a bottle for whioh he gets $1 is sold for
$14) might blacklist him if he found out., He also sald that he would rather take
care of his regular French customers than run & risk of getting in wrong with the
authorities by trying to expand his market outside of France. This was also true
in the Burgundy seetion where we heard the sams story at Beaune, We were given
the name of the agent in New York but he would not send us wine direct from Prance,
After a fow more days in Paris we drove on through Brittany and Normandy.
it was early for their summer season and most 61‘ the sea resort ?tms were not
really open for business. But here was where the real war doutﬁctim was seen
and felt., Here we found high prices for nothing-~except in one place, there was
real discomfort. They have not been able to get their land and eattle back in shape
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in the way that Italy and Holland and Belgium have dome. They seem to be whipped
down still and have not come baock mentally to a sense of work and industry in the
way the Italians have done, Where in Italy, which had fighting all through the
eountry and bombing and destruction, has clesned up and repaired and made some
semblance of rebuilding, these people have left the rubble lying where it fell,
One passes a fidld with two tanks and a machine gun standing on its tr!.pcd,‘jult
sitting where they were abandoned, Along the road hardly a mile is passed without
war mmchinery just left ¢to rust and decay. It is toe far gone now for use, dut
certainly these mashines occuld have been turned te sorap iron or to farm use,

Ho one had the initiative to organise or was afraid te do so without deing told

to.
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Paris 1948

Dear Children:

I am writing in Paris simply beocause there is a day here in whioch te
"organise”® for hundrj and a few purchases for the folks at home. Out time in
France, Belgium, Bolland, and Brittany and Bormandy was much greater and gave us
the real detail of plain living and work and daily life which we were seeking.

The first French city we reached after crossing the border from Swlitser-
land, was Dijon for over night. Here we found a hotel, which according to the
Miohelin Guide, was a de luxe hotel. It was what had formerly been a most luxur-
ious hotel, but now seemed cold and rather empty, with no attempt st a good dining
room. This was true of other hotels in other ocities we stoppsd in as we moved
around France, We found rates for food and rooms and for merchandise purchased
in both Italy and France extremely reasonmable--the "soft™ currency and good rate
of exohange being an encouragement to tourist trade of all kinds, For irstanoce,
a bottle of Sootoh whiskey whioh we needed because we all were tired and oold,
was dug up from iho cellar of this Dijon hotel, and sold to us for $6 as ocontrasted |
later for & bottle of Sooteh whiskey in England for $16. When it came time for
dinner, the conciergs in a whisper saids "I do not think you will get the kind
of meal you want here, but I will give you the name of a restaurant--The Golden
Pheasant.” We went to this restaurant and found it full of French middle oclass
people, It was through a sourtyard and up a flight of stairs. But three people
had a meal for a king for about $10 with wine-~-soup, snails, steak with asparagus,
wild strawberries and thick oream, the standard “black” bread (for which you are
supposed to have ooupons) with butter, and cheese.

In Paris even at the highest priced restaurants, we oould have the same
laxurious meals for half the prioce of a similar meal in New York., uMost of the
items are "Black Market" and the poor people of the sities can not afford them,
The great problem for these poor working people in the cities 1s olothing. Almost
everywhere clothing is rationed and the prioces are so high that no one can afford
new ones even with sufficient ocoupons. In the country food is plentiful, and
not Black Market, but they too have the clothing prohlem.

As we moved north from Paris into Belgium and Holland we found prices for
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everything much higher. In Belgium the lace, for instance, was just too expensive
to be interesting. The Belgians did not seem to know how to attrast the tourist
trade which would bring them dollars. In Holland, though prises were also high,
we found such a black market in money that things evened up. Certainly the Dutech
were glad to see us and wanted tourists., They are really poor though, and it was
here that we sensed more suffering. Holland is a wonderful country--the same
industry, cleanliness and desire to get back on their feet that we saw in Italy.
But they have suffered terrible destruetion from the war and despite the l_mgo
harvest there will be this year, and the way in which they have ‘made tremendous
strides in building bmck their herds of ocattle for the cheese industry, 1t looks
like & slow olimb, Out hotel in Amsterdam whioh had been one of the outstanding
small luxury hotels of Burope before the war, was perfect from the standpeint of
service and mealsk but they simply do not have the money for refurbdishing after
the war. The towels tore in your hands as you tried to dry your back after a bath.
On our way baok to Paris from Holland we passed through the great Champagne
ocountry. Here we found the typlcal Frenoh sense of fear and depression which the
the German ocoupation has left with them., A man with a small vineyard, making
10,000 bYbottles of the best wine in the whole distriet, but not an internationmally
known name (the village was named Cramant) was afraid to sell us direet 300
Bottles of wine for shipment to the United States., Though he would have been paid
ocash in advance he argued that he ocould not do it because his agent in Paris who
s0old to the agent in New York (where a bottle for whioh he gets $1 is sold rﬁr
$14) might blacklist him if he found out, He alse sald that he would rather take
oare of hls regular French customers than run a risk of getting in wrong with the
authorities by trying to expand his market outside of France. This was also true
in the Burgundy section where we heard the same story at Beaune, We were given
the name of the agent in New York but he would not send us wine direct from Franoce.
After s fow more days in Paris we drove on through Brittany and Normandy.
It was sarly for their summer season and most‘ of the sea resort towns were not
really open for business. But here was where the real war destruction was seen
and felt. Here we found high prises for nothing--except in cne place, thers was
real discomfort. They have not been able to get their land and eattle back in shape
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in the way that Italy and Holland and Belgium have done. They seem to be whipped
down still and have not come baock mentally to & sense of work and industry in the
wey the Itallans have done., Where in Italy, whioh had fighting all through the
country and bombing and destruction, has cleaned up and repaired and made some
semblance of rebullding, these people have left the rubble lying where it fell.
One passes a fidld with two tanks and a meohine gun standing on its tripod.'jult
sitting where they were abandoned, Along the road hardly a mile is passed without
war maohinery just left to rust end decay. It i1s too far gone now for use, but
certainly these machines oould have been turmed to sorap irom or to farm use,

No one had the initiative to organise or was afraid %o do so without being told

to.
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Dear Bob:
WEST OR BAST? :
In the opening artisle it was stated that war between east and west is a probability.

Three observers on the old battle grounds of World War I and II have reached
a combined opinien that war between east and west probably would oosur between five
snd twenty years from now., A4ll three passionately hope they are wrong.

In this opinion they found themselves in agreement with the majority
opinion in Italy, Switserland, France, Belgium, Folland and England, Here also
they found everyone hoping that their opinion is wrong.

Under this hope for peace may be growing the hothouse seedlidangs of permanent
peace itself. Spiritual values ocan hardly be put in black and white with ink on
peper. But in the plain mathematiocsl facts which we have been attempting to put
on paper by nations and food and elething, there comes back always the feeling that
hope and faith are the real values we seek to maintain, 8o for all readers of this
series the three investigators in western Burope agres that they may be very wrong
in their belief that war is more likely than peace within 20 years,

The thing is not so maoch Russia fighting America for a world supremoy
in a material and spiritual world, It is not so simple as numbers of atom bombs
and people and bread,

Perhaps it is a matter that people move, that man is restless, Certainly
& moving, restless humanity has come out supreme on this earth over millions of
other varieties of life,

But now that man I8 supreme, must he not-~the two dillioms of him--streteh
out humanity's hands upward toward a supremacy beyond bread and guns?

There are of course three aotive foroes restlessly in motions The age of
westorn durope's supremacy over all the people of the earth is definitely gome. It
is not Spengler's "Deoline of the West." It is ﬁthor the sunset of a western
Burope as a single world-eontrolling foroe, The east marches west, The west,
whioh in real fact is the United 3tates, is rﬁilhin; its westward mareh and finds
itself turning back aoross the Atlantic to protest its rear,

So the importent praestical fact in a review sesking to solve the riddle
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Afrioa and the Dutoh in Jawva and the Prench and British in Egypt and the Sudan,
began to "pay off® in money and goods for the factories. Without the age of steam
and oloctrielﬁr with their big ships and their mass making of eloth and nails and
the thousands of things man uses, there could have never been the bossing of a twe
billion world by 200 million pecple of western Rurops.

In this age which has just closed with the end of World War II, hardly
more than ten persent of the human race bossed ninety per eent, First east Germany
under the Prussians and now lioscow under the Slavs is ohallenging the west, The
United States is the answer and the hope for all these countries of western Europe.
They know {t, The hope of the world is that this wavering battle line from Berlin
to Korea, will disappear-~that it will melt during the next twenty years under the
light o# roason and the warmth of human relations. The sun has been giving material
light and life since man came into his world leadership., Perhaps the light of
reason and the warmth of humen fellowship may win in the twenty years ahead. Plain
poople everywhere--east and west--want it ec, What they WILL, they may have,



Burope 1948

Dear Bobs
WRST OR BAST?
In the opening artisle it was atated c?t war betwesn east and west is a probability,

Three observers on the old battle grounds of World War I and II have reachsd
a combined opinion that war between east and west probably would coour between five
and twenty years from now. All three passionately hope they are wrong.

In this opinion they found themselves in agreement with the mmjority
opinion in Italy, dwitserland, France, Belgium, Folland and EBngland, Here alse
they found everycne hoping that thelr opinion is wrong,

Under this hope for peace may be growing the hothouse seedlings of permanent
peace itself. Spiritual wvalues can hardly be put ia black and white with ink on
pepers But in the plain mathematical faots which we have been attempting to put
on paper by nations and food and clothing, there comes back always the feeling that
hope and faith are the resl values we seek to maimtain, 350 for all readers of this
series the three investigators in western Rurope agree that they may be very wrong
in their belief that war is more likely tham peace within 20 years,

The thing is not so much Russla fighting Amerieca for a world supremmoy
in a material and spiritual world, It is net so simple as numbers of atom bhombs
and people and dread,

Perbaps it is a matter that people move, that man is restless., Certainly
& moving, restless humanity has coms out suprems on this earth over millions of
other varieties of life,

But now that man I3 supreme, must he not-=the two dillions of hime-stretoh
out humanity's hands upward toward a supremacy beyond bread and guns?

There are of course three active forces restlessly in motions The age of
western durope's supremacy over all ths people of the earth is definitely gome. It
is not Spengler's “Decline of the West," It is rather the sunset of a western
Burope as & single world-eontrolling force, The esst marches west., The west,
which in real fact is the United states, is finishing its westward march and finds
iteslf turning back across the Atlantie to protect its resr,

S0 the important pracstieal fact in a review seeking to solve the riddle
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Afrioa and the Duteh in Jawa I.l.ld the Prench and British im Egypt and the Sudan,
began to "pay off® in money and goods for the fastories, Without the age of steam
and eleotrioity with their big ships and their mass making of cloth and min and
the thousands of things man uses, there sould have never been the bdossing of a two
billion world by 200 million people of western Burops,.

In this age whieh has just elosed with the end of Werld ¥ar II, hardly
more than ten percent of the human race bossed ninety per eent, First sast Germany
under the Prussians and now loscow under the Slavs is ohallenging the west, The
United 3tates is the sanswer and the hope for all these countries of western Burope.
They know i%, The hope of the world is that this wavering bastle line from Berlin
to Eorea, will disappear--that it will melt during the next twenty years under the
light of reason and the warmth of human relations, The sun has been glving material
light and 1life since man came into his world leaderahip, Ferhaps the light of
reason and the warmth of human fellowship may wim in the twenty years ahead. Plain
people everywhere~-east and west--want it so., What they WILL, they may have,



Burope 1948

Dear Bobs

¥EST OR BAST?

In the opening article it was stated that war betwesn east and west is o probadility.
" Three observers on the old battle grounds of World ¥ar X and II have resshed

& combined opinion that war between east and west probadly would cosur between five

and twenty years from now, All three passionately hope Shey are wrong.

In this cpinion they found themselves in agreement with the majority
opinien in Italy, dwitserland, Pranse, Belgium, olland and Zngland, SHere also
they found everyons hoping that their opinion is wrong,

Under this hope for peace may be growing the hothouss seediings of permanent
poace itself., Spiritual values can bardly be put in bdlack and white with ink on
pepsre But in ths plain mathematioal feots whish we have been attempting to put
on paper by pations and food and ¢lothing, there comes bdeock ml the feeling that
hope and faith are the real valuss we seek 4o maimtain, S50 for all readers of this
series the three investigators in western Burope agres that they may bde very wrong
in their belisf that war is more likely than pesce within 20 years,

The thing is not so muoh Russia fighting America for a world supremaocy
in a material and spiritual world, It is not so d.lplo as sumbers of atom bombs
and people and bread, ’

PFerbaps it is a matter that people move, that man is restless, Certainly
& moving, restless humaity l‘au come out supreme on this esarth over mililionms of
other varieties of life, .

But now that man IS supreme, must he not—-the two billicns of hime-stretoh
oui humnity's hands upward toward s supremacy beyond bread and guns?

There are of course thres sotive forces restlessly in moticns The age of
western durope's supremasy over all the people of the earth is definitely gone, It
is not Spengler's "Deoline of the West.” It iws rather the sunset of & western
Rurope as a singls world-vontrolling foree. The east mmrohes west, The west,
which in real fact is the United 3““..' is finishing its westward march and finds
itsell turning besk across the Atlantie to protect its rear,

S0 the important prastisal faot in a review seeking to solve the riddle
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Afrioa and the Duteh in Jawva and the French and British in Egypt and the Sudan,
began to “pay off" in money and goods for the fastories. Without the age of steam
and slestriolty with their big ships and thelir mass making of eloth snd nails and
the thousands of things man uses, there could have never been the bossing of a two
billion world by 200 millicn people of western Burope,

In this age whieh has just olosed with the end of World ¥ar II, hardly
more than ten persent of the human rece bossed ninety per eent, First sast Germany
under the Prussians and now Mosoow under the Slavs is ohallenging the west, The
United States is the answer and the hope for all these eountriss of wostern Europe.
They know it, “The hope of the world is that this wavering hattle line from Berlin
to Eorea, will disappear--that it will melt during the next twenty years under the
light of ‘roason and the warmth of human relations, The sun has bsen giving material
light and life sinoe man came into his world leadership., PFerhaps the light of
_reason and the warsth of human fellowship may win in the twenty years shead, Flain
people everywhers--east and west--want it so, What they WILL, they my have,
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lake Como,
Italy,
Nay, 1948

Doar Bob:

There were no beggars on the wharves in Naples as we landed from the
Italian liner, Saturnia, This ship almost alone on the north itlantie
a8 a representative of Mussolini's great merchant fleet--the Conte
Grande, Rex, Conte 41 Savola, eto.-~had been sorubbed up a bit and
leased to American oapital because there was no money in Italy to go
muoh further than repalring the war damaged Conte Grande at Jenca.
Firet thinge first, of sourse, The war damaged Naples harbor and the
sketohy repairs to the Saturnia were our first eye-view of how slowly
and painfully a country without oash or credit must limp from war to a
livable peace,

But the first day in Italy found us heading for the country. The Neapoli-
tans were going to work as we passed through the poor residence sections
with streets of boxmbed out factories. One's spirit lifted as we hit the
ocountryside~-the ripenfing wheat growing betwsen rows of grapes, and frait
trees over ths grapes, Every inch of available earth was in use with
inoredible ingenuity. Thers were more pesople of both sexes and all ages
bending backs per acre than seemed possible in amy other part of the
world save perhaps in India and China. One felts that the maroh of the
Italian industrious spirit was as permanent ae Mt, Vesuviis whioh roae
.h“d.

Turning south through a bsautiful and thoroughly cultivated valley, we
olimbed over low mountain passes to the sea-~the fishing villages and
little spaghetti factories with their produet drying on racks in the
open sun. . And of course the sver present repairing of streets and houses
and bridges. Bach hour brought the evidenoe that Italy was on the up.
Bountiful crops and hard work were daily doing the peace time job.

Even the walle were ssrubbed as psople turned their minds toward re-
ocovery and away from the eleotion. For in Italy the walls are the cam-
paign posters slong the main streets as in ¥osocow and Spain, Papers
and posters cost too mush,

The tourist Italian route of oourse moves one into Rome and them north
over the hill towns. We jumped direotly to the business at hand by
oarrying on by sea to Gemoa. XNorth Italy from Florensce to the Alps and
Genoa to Venice is the real Italy of commerce and industry. Roughly it
corresponds to the eastern part of the United 3tates from New England to
the Mississippl and north of the Mason-Dixon line, Milan is Italy's
largest oity. The sountry has four cities of approximately one million,
eaoch ranking roughly Milan, Rome, Neples, Genoa., But there are four or
five oitles such as Turin which concentrate on autos, farm machinery,
and steel--little Pittsburghs and Detroits of from three hundred to 360
thousand. One who has seen Italy merely as a tourist rarely sees these
ocities as he conoentrates on the art of Florence and the canals of
VYenice and the catacombs of Rome and the medieval besuty of Siena,

80 we come to Prospero who drove us but of Genoa southwsrd aleag the


https://meroha.nt

ﬁa.

bombed out coast to the almost deserted little Mediterranean resort town
oalled Viareggio. The hotel staff of course was in motionm waiting for
the tourists who were not there. But they were waiting and ready. They
were olean and seomed woell fed. Prioces were rsasonable. Courtesy every-
where. Food surprisingly plemtiful,

Prospero wound up to his work as guide and chauffeur, We awitohed him
of course from sfght-uom to the astual business of life, In snatohes
of talk throughout the day he said in effeoct: “Wages are 25X higher than
8 yoar ago. 1 get 30,000 lira ($50) a month as a garage mschanic and
driver. My wife and I and her mother and father live in three rooms. I
hope to get a sult soms time this year. (He certainly needed onel) But
a sult will ocost me three months wages and the cost of macaroni in the
black mrket is going up. I am luoky beoause I get night work repaiging
private cars and I am sure the tourists are coming even if the tips won't
be as dig as before the war., My dbrother helps & lot, He works for the
clty bus lines and gets Ameriocan packages of foad ¢f 20 pounds each, from
America, because the bus ocomparny knows he must sat well and he 1s on the
bus ocompany list, I work for a little fellow snd he does not get any
paokages.” ,

Leaving the sea along the well repaired road from Jenca to Rome--a sort
of Amerioan highway number one from New York to Florida--we found much
truok traffioc of ocountry produce and building material as we moved inte
Floronce, and the destruction along the Arno River which suts through
the oity. Here repair work was of course much slower, Again you felt
first things first. They must have roads. The bridges ocome next, The
railroad stations and oaly afterwards, perhaps next year, will oome the
repair of the beauty spots., But the leading hotels were being turned
bask to the pre-war owners. Nawspaper advertisements and nctices every-
where invited touriats., "Heparation” was the word for it, Open for
business but under repsir was about the meaning of it all, FHotels half-
filled perhaps, but everybody busy meking ready for the Ameriocens. The
manager of the Excoelsior on the Arnoe--ons of the most famous hotels of
Burope--said: "We have got our hotel back. It is fixed up as you see,”
The bar tender said he was glad to be making Martinis againm, And then
the three bar-tender staffl started to talk about Italy and the United
States and Russia and the Ikallian elections., 3aid h{ph. the boss bar
tender, "Now that the Communists have been whipped and we have got a
five yesar demooratio set-up we feel better. I haven't any politiocs.

1 have s family, I live outsids the hotel., We folks are working seven
days & week, DBusiness is ploking up. Our money 1a getting better., The
inflation is slowing up.*

“How about America and Russia and the Communists?® he was asked.

"We likg Italy best., W¥e like America next. And we don't like Russia
at all, '

“How about the Marshall Plan and aid from Ameriea?”

"Woll, we don't expeot to see any Marshall Plan as it will go to the
government first and them the big boys., But maybe in a year or two the
factories will raise wages and employ more people and that will be all
to the good., We get from our own work here more food, The farms are
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gotting more care sinoce there is more labor with the soldiers baok. The
orops this year will be encugh almost for the mmoaroni and fresh fruit,
There won't be any more meat for somes time but we Italians get along
pretty well on wine and bread and vegetables and olive 0il and fresh
fruit, Only the big shots get the beef and the spring lamb."

"How sbout olothing?t”

“That is the worst of all,” said Ralph. "New olothess haven't gottem down
as far as us, A Sunday suit for a working man costs 35 to 40 thousand
lira ($55 o $60)."

And then he listed prices from shoes to shirts and hats-=in imerican money
$3 for a shirt, $8 for a pair of shoes, 4 for a mat--prices completely
fantastic when you know that $50 a month i¢ a working man's average pay
and when you know that rent and food take up all of it. And you £ind out
that the olothing manufaoturers are getting very rieh,

But of ocourse it is a different story in Bologna~-the communist centeree
where agricultural maohinery is the main industry. The story is different
in the Milan working man suburbs where the communiets are still in the
mjority. Here they say--that is the labor leaders at lesaste-"*We are nod
iioked. A The government will fall, We will take over from the under-
ground, Togliatti is on the job.”

And now over the Alps into 9witzerland,

EDITCR'S ROTE: Oinee thls was written Togliatti has been shot and the
strikes are om, but the Communist Party has lost over half of its dues-
paying menbers and its treasury is gons, through oampaign expenses,
Indioations are that the govermment will stand the shoek and that pre-
sent comaunist strike paralysis will be the last serious threat to
dsmocraoy in Italy for several years., Tito breaking with Stalin has
immeasurably weakened the communists in Italy,
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lake Como,

Italy,
May, 1948

Dear Bobi

There were no beggars on the wharves in Naples &s we landed from the
Italian liner, Saturnia, This ship almost alons on the north Atlantio
as a representative of Mussollni'e great merohant flest-~the Conte
Grande, Rex, Coante d1 Savoia, sto,~~had been sorubbed up a bit end
leased to Anwriocan oapital because there was no money in Italy to go
such further than repairing the war damsged Conte Grande st Genca.
Firet things firet, of course., The war damaged Naples harbor and ths
MNL” rs to the Saturnia were our first eye-view of how slowly
and painfully a country without ossh or oredit must limp from war to s
livable peace,

But the first day in Italy found us heading for the sountry. The Neapelie
tans were go to work as we passed throa?h the roor residenose sections
with streets of bombed sut fastories, One's spirit 1ifted as we hit the
comtryside~~the ripenlig-wheat growing between rows of grapes, and frult
trees over the grapes, Every inch of available earth was in use with
inoredible ingenuity., There wereumors ple of both sexes and all ages .
bending backs per aore than seemed possible in any other part of the
world save perhaps in India apd China, One 934 that the mareh of the
Italian industrious spirit was se permanent as Nt. Vesuviis which rose
ahead,

south through a beautiful and thorcughly sultivated valley, we
olimbed over low mountain passes to the sea~=the fishing vil s and
little spaghetti factories with their produst drying on rasks in the
open sun. And of course the sver present reps of strests and houses
and bridges. Fach hour brought the evidense that Iltaly was on the up.
Bountiful orops and hard work wers daily doing the pesce time Jod.

Even the walls were ssorubbed ae people turned their minds townrd re-
covery and away from the eleotion., For in ltsly the walls are the came=
paign posters along the main streets as in Moscow and Spain, Fapers
and posters cost too mueh,

The tourist Italian route of course moves one into Rome and them north
over the hill towns, We jumped diregtly to the business at hand by
earrying on by sea to Genca. North Italy from Florence to the Alps and
Genoce to Venlee is the real Italy of comeerce and industry. Roughly it
sorresponds to the eastern part of the United 3tates from Now land to
the Nisalesippl and north of the Mason-Dixon line, Milan is Italy‘s
largest oity., The eountry has four oitises of approximately ons million,
each ranking roughly Milan, Rome, Naples, Genos., But there are four or
five olties suoh as Turin whiaoh concentrate on autos, farm msehinery,
and stesl--little Plttsburghs and Detroits of from thres hundred to 380
thousand. (ne who haa seon Italy merely as a tourist rarsly sees these
cltiss as he ooncentrates on the art of Florence and the cansls of
Venice and the cataoombs of Home sand the medieval besauty of Sisua,

S0 we oome to Prospero who drove us but of Genoe southwerd aleng the
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bombed out coast to the almost deserted little Mediterranean resort towm
ealled Viareggio. The hotel staff of oourse was in aotiom walting for
the tourists who were not there. But they were waiting and ready. They
wers olean and gesmed well fed, Prices were reasonable, Courtesy every-
where., Food surprisingly plentiful,

Prospero wound uf to his work as guide and chauffeur, Woe switohed him
of oourse from sight-seeing to the astual business of life, In svatohes
of talk throughout the day he asid in effect: “Wages are 28X higher than
e r ago. 1 get 30,000 lira (#50) a month as & garage mechanie and

ver. My wife and I and her mother and father live in three rooms. 1
hope to get @ sult soms time this year. (He oertainly needed onel) But
A suit will oost me three manths wages and ths cost of maearoni in the
black mrket is going up. I am luoky because I get night work repaiging
private oare and 1 am aure the touriets are even il the tipe won't
be as d¥ig as beforse the war, MNy brother m ot. He works for the
oity bus linss and gets Ameriean pacimges of 20 pounds each, from
ADeries, because ths bus company knows he must eat well and he is on the
bus oompany list, I work for s little fellow and he does not get any
mh‘." ,

leaving the sea along the well repairsd road from Genos to Rome--a sort
of Ameriscan highway number ons from New York to Florida--we found muoh:
truok traflfio of ocountry preduce and bullding material as we mOved into
Florenoe, and the destruetion along the Arno River whioch cuts through
the city. lere repalr work was of course mich slower. Again yeu felt
first things first, must have roads, The bridges come next, The
railroad stations and y alterwnrds, perhaps next year, will come the
repair of the beauty spots, But the leading hotels were belng turned
back to the pre-war owners. BSewspaper advertisements and Qo8 svery~-
where invited tourists., "lcparation” wes the word for it. Open feor
business but under repeir was adout the meaning of it all, Hotels half-
filled perbaps, but cvorybod{ busy making ready for the Americans. The
munager of the Bxcelsior ox the Arno--cne of the most famous hotels of
Burope--said: "We have zot our hotel bmok. It is fixed up ms you see,”
The bar tender said he was glad %0 be meking liartinis again, And then
the three bar-tender staff started to talk about Italy and the United
States and Russia and the Isalian eleotioms., S5aid a:{ » the boss bar
tender, "How that the Communists have been whipped and we have got a
five year demooratioc set-up we feol bettsr, I haven't any politioe,

I have a family, I live outside the notel, We folks are working aseven
days a woek,. siness is ploking up, Our money is getting better. The
inflation is slowing up.®

"Eow about Amorica and Russis and the Communists?” he was asked,

“We ﬁk: Italy best. We like imerioa next, And wo don't like Russia
at all.

"How about the Marshall Plan and aid from Amerioat?”

“Nell, we don't expect to see any Marshall Flan as 4t will go to the
government first and then the big boys. But in & year or two the
factories will raise wages snd employ more people and that will e all
to the goods We get from our own work here more food., The farms are
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gotting more oare sinoe ‘there is more labor with the soldiers back. The
orops this year will be enough almost for the mmoaroni and fresh fruls,
There won't be any more meat for some tims but we Italians get along
protty well on wine and bread and vegetadles and olive 0il spd fresh
fruit. Ooly ths big shots get the beef and the apring lamd,”

"Eow about elothing?"

"That is the worst of all,” said Ralph, "New clothes haven'ts gotten down
as far as us, A Sunday suit for a working man costs 35 to 40 thoussnd
lira (885 to $60),"

And then he listed prices from shoes to shirts and hats—~in American woney
§3 for e shirt, $8 for a pair of shoee, ¥ for s hat--prises completely
fantastio when you imow that 350 a month is & working man's py
and when you know that rent and food take up all of it. And you fimd out
that the elothing manufasturers are getting very riob,

But of ocourse it is a differsnt story in Rologua-ethe communist ocenter—
where agrioultural mmehicery is the main industry, The story Ls different
in the Milan working san suburbs where the communists are still in the

m jority, FHere they say-~that is the labor leaders at least--"We are not
liocked. The government will fall, We will take over from the under-
gound, Togliattsi is on the job,"

And now over the Alps into Switzerland,

EDITOR'S 1i0r'Ss Since thlis was written fogliatti has been shot and the
strikes are on, dut the Communist Farty has lost over half of its dues-
paying menbers and its treasury is gons, through campalgn sxpenses,
Indications are that tis governmont will stand ths shook aznd that pre-
sent ocomwunist strike paralysis will be the last serious threat to
democraoy in Italy for several years. Tito bdreaking with Stalin has
Smmeasurably weakened the eommuniets in Italy,
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lake Como,
Italy,
May, 1948

Dear Bobi

There were no beggars on the wharves in Naples as we landed from the
Italian liner, Saturnia. This ship almost alons on the north iAtlantie
a8 & representative of Mussolini's great merohant fleet-~the Conte
Grande, Rex, Conte di Saveia, eto.--had been scrubbed up a bit and
lessed to Ameriocan oapital because thers was no money in Italy %o go
muoch further than repairing the war damaged Conte Grande at Genca.
First things first, of course, The war damaged ¥aples harbor and the
sketehy repairs to the Saturnia were our first eye~view of how slowly
and painfully a country without cash or credit wuest limp from war to a
livable pesoce,

But the first day in Italy found us heading for the ocountry. The Reapoli-
tans were going to work as we passed through the poor residence sestions
with streets of bombed out faotoriss, One's spirit 1lifted as we hit the
ocountryside~=the ripenliif-wheat growing between rows of grapes, and frailt
trees over the grepes. Every inoh of availadle earth was in use with
incredidble ingenuity., There were more fooplo of both sexes snd all ages
bending backs per acre than seemed possible in any other part of the
world save perhaps in India and China, One f4dt that the maroch of the
Italian industrious spirit was as permanent ae Mt, Vesuvius wnhich rose
ahead, .

Turning south through a beautiful and thoroughly sultivated vallsy, we
olimbed over low mountain passes to the sea=-~the fishing villages and
little spaghetti factories with their produet drying on racks in the
open sun, And of oourse the ever present repairing of streets and houses
and bridges. Zach hour brought the evidence that Italy was on the up.
Bountiful orops and hard work were daily doing the peace time job.

Even the walls were sprubbed as people turned their minds toward re-
csovery and away from the elestien. For in Italy the walls are the ocam=
paign posters along the main streets as in Mosocow and Spain. Papers
and posters coet too mmoh,

The tourist Italian route of course moves one into Rome and them north
over the hill towns, We jumped direetly to the dusiness at hand by
oarrying on by sea to Genoa, North Italy from Florence to the Alps and
Genoa to Venioce is the real Italy of commerce and industry. Roughly it
eorresponds to the eastern part of the United States from New Eugland to
the Mississippi and north of the Mason-Dixon line, Milan is Italy's
largest oity, The sountry has four oities of approximately one million,
each ranking roughly Milan, Rome, NHaples, Genoa, But there are four or
five olties such as Turin whioh concentrate on autes, farm wmashinery,
and stesl--1little Pittsburghs and Detroits of from thres hundred to 380
thousand, One who has seen ltaly merely as a tourist rarely sees these
oities as he conoentrates on the art of Plorenee and the oansls of
Venice and the catacombs of Rome and the medieval besuty of Siena,

80 we come to Prospero who drove us tat of Genoa southwerd aleng the
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bombed out coast to the almost deserted little lNediterranean resort towm
oalled Viareggie. The hotel atafl of course was in sction waliting lor
the tourists who were not there, But they were waiting and ready. They
were olean and seemed well fed, Prioes were reasonable, Courtesy every-
where., Foed surprisingly plentiful.

Prospero wound up to his work as guide and chauffeur, We awitohed him
of gourase from sight-seeing o the actual husiness of life, In snatohes
of talk throughout the day he saild in effect: “Wages are 25X higher than
. r ago. 1 get 30,000 lira ($50) a month as a garage mechanic snd
driver. My wife and I snd her mother and father live im three rooms, 1
hope to get & sult some time this year., (He certainly needed onel) But
a sult will coat me three months wages and the cost of maoaroni in the
black s rket is going upe I am lucky bdeocause I get night work repaiging
private cars and I am sure the tourists are oontniaavon if the tips won't
be as big as before the war, My brother helps & lot. Hs works for the
city bus lines and gets Ameriocan peclkages ofifodd of 20 pounds eaoh, from
Ameriecs, because the bus company knows he must eat well and he is on the
bus company list, I work for a little fellow and he does not get any
paockages.” '

leaving the sea along the well repaired road from Jenoa to Rome--a sort
of Amsrican highway number one from Hew York to Floride--we found mueh
truok tralfio of ocountry produce and bullding material as we noved into
Florenos, and the destruction along the Arno River which cuts through
the oity, Here repair work was of course much slower. Again j;ou felt
first things {irst, must have roads. The tridges come next, The
railroad stations and y afterwards, perhaps next year, will come the
repair of the beauty spots, But ths leading hotels were being turned
back to the pre-war owners, Nswspaper edvertisements and notices every-
where invited tourists., "Reparation” wes the word for it. Open for
business but under repair was adout the meaning of it all., FEotels Mlf-
filled perhaps, but everybody busy making resdy for the Americans. The
manager of the “dxoelsior on the Arnoe~one of the most famous hotels of
Buropo--said: "¥e have got our hotel bmok, It is fixed up as you see.”
The bar tender said he was glad to be making lartinis again, And then
tho three bar-tender steff started to talk about Italy and the United
Jtates and Russie and the Ikalian eleotions, 3Said Ralph, the boss bar
tender, "How that the Communists have been whipped and we have got a
five year demooratic set-up we foel better. I haven't any polities,

I have a family. I live outside the hotsl, We folks are working seven

days a week, DBusiness is ploking up. Our monsy is getting better. The
inflation is slowing up,”

"How adout America and Russia and the Communists?® he was asked.

“We iik: Italy best. We like Amerioa next, And we don't like Russia
at all,

“fiow about the Marshall Plan and aid from Amerieat™

"Nell, we don't expsot to see any Marshall Plan es it will go to the
governmont first and then the big boys, But be in a year or two the
factories will raise wages and employ more peopls and that will be all
to the good, We get from our own work here more food, The farms are
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gotting more oars since there is more labor with the scldiers baok. The
orops this year will be enough almost for the mmoaroni and fresh fruis,
There won't be any more meat for soms time but we Italians get along
etty well on wine and bread and vegetables and olive olil and fresh
t. Only the big shots get the beef and the spring lamd,”

“How about clothing?®

“fhat is the worst of all,” said Ralph, "New clothes haven't gotten down
as far as us, A Sunday suit for a working man ocsts 35 to 40 thousand
lira (885 to $60)."

And ther he listed prices from shoes to shirts and hats-~in American woney
§3 for a shirt, $8 for a pair of shoes, $4 for a hat--prisces completely
fantastio when you mow that $50 a month iz a working man's a ® pAy
and when you know that rent and food teke up all of is, And you find out
that the clothing manufacturers ars getting very rioh,

But of course it is a different story iz Pologna-ethe communist center—
where agricultural machinery is the main industry., The story is different
in the Milan working man suburbs where the communists are stil) in the
mjority, Here Shey say-ethat is the labor leaders at least--"We are not
licked. The goveroment will fall, We will take over from the under-
grourd, Togliatti is on the job,"

And now over the Alps into Switserland,

EDITOR'S NOTE: 8lnos this was written Togliatti has been shot and the
strikes are on, but the Communist Party has lost over half of its dues-
paying members and its treasury is gone, through campaign expenses,
Indieations are that the zovernment will stand the shook and that pre-
sent communist strike paralysis will be the last serious threst to
democragy in Isaly for several yesars, Tito breaking with 3talin has
imeasurably weakened the communists in Italy.
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* Scanning Note: File contained negatives of the following prints. Useful images
of these negatives were not able to be created via scanner.
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