
December 24, 1949 

Memo ~or Claude Peppers 

In paaaing through Clear-.ter en route to Havana and Jamaica, IW.tur&ll7 
1 am thinking of you. Sneral itema occur, 

l-You have had a good year and have done goo4 work. lt ia net neceasa17 
to eay that fruman baa moved toward you. !he tortunate geogn.phioal tacn 
that he goes to Key lest natarallJ •d• you his official host a.Ad gave 
oolor to the frllaan-Pepper hypbeza . low ie the time for 1ou to rest . Iou 
alwa,ya will oe the iD&ll on tbe •h1t• horse. But the horae ia weary n<i 
nude both wa1er and baJ. tou have ridden too !&at tor the average florid& 
voier• . It ie an axiom in nenpaper puoliahina that a liberal newwpapar 
mu.at not function more than two yeara ahead of the average mind. l feel 
that you ar11:; abou.t !0"1" 1ea.rs out in front. And 1952 1a but two 7eara 
away. 

2--ftle real aipifiaance in the life ot all ot as 1a to kooi) 't;l,i, peao•. 
Without that the welfare atate and tb& fair DEMil ~- d tb• .emorias of t he 
Bew Deal and the B1g Stick 4a7a ot the Be;publioan .,heodore ioosevwlt 
become out a mockery. All aball 9er1u. ill the W(a.l~~e of ow.- n. ~....ral 
reaou.rces and tbe horriole c.aoendaa.oy of th~ il-.tn 4t, •-.r. •• aball have 
more nearlr a aeo'-1rit7 et&te in whioh the preaent iw..ae o..lliucl ahall oe 
aa a pea shooter to a maohine gun. lroila~l7 we are :flilrth.u- troa-. a world 
state than at any time ainoe 1776. fhia in the present &Cll'te day. 

3-In the long ru.n of course there ahall oe a world ot peace. lt ia ours 
to bold the line not in the foll7 ot a Wallace nor in the fear of the 
pett7 and th• mean in hiBb plao••• Bllt 10~ aa a div1•1on ooWiaAder-­
hM4 ot ·•hook troops for peaoe--have •o uru.ch that 1ou ahow.d do in the 
next ten yeara that I truat you •111 not be out oft from the main line 
of liberaliaa 07 one of these waves of blaok rea.o'tion. 

4-lo•• workia& thouptai C:altivate your people. listen to your pe.ople. · 
Jeel and act within the LIMITS of thouglit ooaprebeadible to the ~ven1.ge
florid& Toter. the 1reat lorr1a lost touch. His last note was to me 
at Chie&go. Oaca.r CbaplDfiJl ie a re,..aonably fair colleajue , bi ·er than 
any self line and 7e1 t:lL1r..ely practical in se ing that he ha.a enough 
water and beana for ever1 political trip. I hav& .found him an hcneat , 
aole , a.nd r•liaole coll~e. You . be, and som~ of the new ones 1 do 
not know who have sh&ke4 fruan's political articulations are the hope 
o.f lllOre than 120 million people who■ 1ou nationally repre~ent . The thing 
is biger than Party lines . Xou.r &reat Republecrat ape oh made imwediatel.7 
after T.att and Da.rkle7 ahook hands at the end ot a Sen.i.te session, was 
the true beginniq. And now with B7rn•• a.net Baruch no lonaer crossinc 
the grass to -tile ihite Houae , the mind of fr\lJllaJl m&y beoowe sublimated 
up to the di&Qity of hia responaibility. 

Granted tbat no politioal leader canoe other than praoiioal as he wove ■ 
4&UJ in a maze of 14ealia■ and prejudice , it is thoae men such as you 
and ChapMn who mat hold the line by holding his hand and keeping the 
aaaller minda trom over-e.mpbaaia of thtt words •praciieal" and "aa.!e." 
But to you I aay ~lJ, see the average vot~r of 7lorida firet and 

https://Sen.i.te
https://c.aoendaa.oy


,

al-,• aa you move ~..,ua and 1 would aay it to John of Clearwa1er. lo 
oo ■promiae •1th d18honeat71 every ooneideration tor the rea.der .ad hie 
aental limita. lor all bu.man beings are of the earth. their lives, 
their fears, their reapon81b111t1ee for family aafety, even their formal 
religion and hope for everlaatins lite 1a mixed up in this mase we aeek 
to navigate. 

5-1 realise 7ou probablJ •111 not b., able to flJ to Jamaica -1.one or 
wiib John for a week'• rest. Bu.t whtm l return abou.t lebnaary 20tb, 1 
think th••• times oall for a da7'a black-oat either 1n Yllrida or in 
aahinc"on, Yirc1nia. rro■ there 1 go to India, Indoneaia, an4 poauibly

Hongkong and 11&11lla with perh&pe a atop over at Teheran and Cairo. la 
tbe pa.at eip~ months I have covered a,;ain western and central Europe 
includins 111.lnioh , Yienna, and Trieat-alao Sou.th America, living a oit 
with the common people in Rio, ia"tarior Brasil, Arg ntina, Chile, and 
Peru. Within tb• ooming montb I •hall re-oheck So\lih America. John 
will tell you whom I now believe to be the current 1•• and no man 1D 
Ruasia. le ahoul.4 oolleot &nd aon out all information poaeible about 
thia man. I believe he owna the bod.-, ot power in Buasias tbat he ia 
eaaenti.&117 a Rua 1an nationaliat, the hia eyea have been i.nf'luenoed b7 
the or1en1al t&lin, and tbat the next two or three yeara •Ul find b.1a 
etronc «1ough· 1n Moacow power to curb the Rede who want to go to the '%,<.'.'. 
Atlantic before tbe7 consolidate the far Ea.st. I.t 1hia •lilaJl and tbat I!:> 
policy elow up thoae who would have world rnolution no• throu.p a march -j..~ 

•••1•ard• we may b&ve tea yeara in the f1aht tor world peace. lor .the ~~ 
ou:\poat• of Japan , Aliatralia, and th• deoia1on of both group in 1f41a 
to go allna with tb• •••t form a defense area i.1111eaa11rably e'lron,v 
than that whioh exietad before lorld lar II and th• memoey of Pearl Barbor. 

Ap1n, ay dear friend, give your horse water and a rest in norida. 

IO!lh We are not Gr•t Br:1tain. Hi ter10&lly within the laat 100 1eara 
•• have :reached OLLr public opinion 111&ximum tor humanit7 about 20 ,_,_.a 
AlTEI weatern Eu.rope. The ruaaon ia aimpl7 that they are more hisb].7 
in4uatr1&lized and have no great middle olaaa, and the IAiddle olaas ia 
tbe final vote in America. And particularl7 remember relative proe,.rit7 
means relative stao1lit7 an4 relativel.7 a 4r&& in aooompliabwt aa all 
permanent philoaophera eaJ it, •10 -.sa movement oocura exoept through 
hwtger or cliaoom:ton or fana:tioiu. " 111neas lioballlllled, the lrench Revo­
lution. and the Britiah •el.ftire drive. 



December 24, 1949 

,Memo for Cla1.1de Peppers 

la paaain& 'thro&.1&}1 Clearwater en ro1.1te to Hava.na and Jamt.1a&, ~tur.J.17 
I am ihi~king of yo~. Sneral items oocw-1 

1-You have h&4 - good year and have done goo4 work. lt ia not nooes.sa.J7 
to eay that 1':nlDIUl baa ~ved to11rard you. the .t'ortu.na.te g•o~hioal .t'aot 
that h · goea to le7 eat na:tu.ral.17 made 1ou. hi• ot!ioial host and ve · 
oolor to the frwaan-Pepp r hyphen. low ia th• time for yo"' t.o rest. Iou 
alwaye will oe the ill&D on 1h• white horse. Alt the hor•e ia weary an4 
needs both water and h&J. You have ridden too fa.at for the aYer~• florid& 
voter. It ie an axiom 1n newwpaper puoliahing that a liberal nowwpapv · 
tU.&t not .tunotion more than two 7-.ra ahead ot the aver~so mind. . l feel 
that yo11 are about :to1a years out in front. And. 1952 ia but two yeare..,. 
2-1'he real ai,niftcance in the lite ot all. ot ua ia to keep -the p-.oo. · 
Without that the welfare state ana tbe air Deal W1d the HlllOri•s the 
••• De&l <'t tbe Big Stick d.ya o! the ftepl.lbl1Q&n tbeo4ore Roosevelt 
becol?le but a oocke%7. All sball perieb. in '\be atage ot our ~tun.l 
reaouroee arid the horrible aao.udal:loy o:r tho aw,4 at•~• e ahall have 
wore n"rly a aeourity a-tat• in which the presen1 DUle oallin& shall be 
aa a p ahoo1 r to a &11.ohi.ne gun • .Protial.>ly we are further from a world 
state than at any time eince 1776. ihla in the prese.a.t aou:ts day. 

,-.in the l o run ot course th«tre shall oe a world of peace. 11 ia oura 
to hold the line not 1n 'Ule foll7 of a Wallace nor ill th• tear ot the· 
pett7 ·and the mean in hilb places, Bt.it you aa a diviaion = ~. er­
head of shock iroopa tor o ce--have ao im.acb that you should do 1rl the 
next ten yoara t 1 tru.at you will not %)e out ot! !rom '\he train line 
of liberaliam y one of these waves of bl ok r ation. 

4--Some ,or i O thought8s Cultivate your people. listen. to 7our peopl•• 
reel d • et , 1tb1 the L I T of tho, oom . c. 1 - e to t ·1.ver c• 
llorida voter. The r -t ,orris los t touch. Hi last note .. ·., me 

't Chi -o. r Cbapl.aWl i -. r c.1. o , Air coll~ 1 oi '.!' _,;:., • than 
&DJ' ,.. lf l ine and yet ! ' ;.:: l :.· t . cal iu 3 i " that l 
water ..n for .ev , · l i t ie&l trip. I b.Qve touad him an honaat , 
atle , an4 reliable o l eague. You, he• and some ot 'the n• on&s 1 do 
not know who have shake4 frwaan'a political articwlationa ..re 'the hope 
of JDC>re than 120 million people whom you nationall7 repre~ent. fl.lo thine 
is i r than Party inee. You.r t Republ•crat •t•eoh -.de ialmedf.&tel.7 
atter Tatt and l3arkley abook bands t 'the and ot a Sew..te aeas1on , was 
the true oegini1ing. And no ., th .B7mu and .Baruch no l on&er oroauina 
the grass to the lh1te House, the mind ot 1'rwia.n Ul&J' oeoome au l te4 
up to the dignity of his reaponaibllity. · 

Granted tba.1 no politiOILl. leader oan be o~ber than prac'tioal ae he 1..ovea 
daily 1n • lltiLZe of 1dealiaa and prejudice, it ia those men such a.a 7ou 
a.nd Chap-.n who st bold the line b7 holding hie band and keeping the 
amaller minda from ovel"- phaeia ot the wor ds "praotioal• and •aate. " 
Bu.t to you I say tinall7, aee tbe avera.s• vot@r ot flori d& tirat and 
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alwa7a aa you lilOVe alt,nc and I wou.J.d u.1 it to John of Clearwater. !lo 
comproaiae •1th diahcmeat71 overJ consideration !or the re&der and hia 
mental limits. ,or all human fi>eins;a are of 'the earth. their. lives, 
their tears, their reapouioilitiee tor tami.l.7 1afet7, • VGn their toraal 
ralipon and hope tor everlaa'liDG lite ie mixed up in this maze ..: eek 
to navi t • · 

S--I realise you. probably will not be a.ale to tlr to J 
with John for aw k's reat. But when! r eturn abo~t I · r ary 20th, 1 
think these t1mea ll t or a day' olaok-mzt ither 1n .fllrida or 1n 

. hi r:1 ton, ir i.Dia. .rrom there I o to lndk, lndonuia, and o.. ibly 
o g and "'111la with rb , pe a o over t Teheran and iro. In 

the p st 1 t on ,., I have v r 0 in we te-m and oentnil Euro 
inoludin Mwl1oh , V1ezvla, n Trieete--alao Soath Amerioa. 1 livi..~G it 
with the -J OIBLlon people in Rio, interior Brasil, Ar tina., Chile, ~ad 
Pel"U. 1 :.,bin the n n0 ntr. I eball re-chock out .1. Am .r. • John 
•11! tell you whom I now belieV'J to oe the current 7ea and no man in 
Rua•1a• e ahould oolleot IUld sort ou1 all information _ o-· i bl abo1.1t 
thia man. I beli•ve he owns the body ot power 1n lu•sias tl:ui.t be ie 
ea-senti&ll7 a Ruasian nationalist; tbe his ey a have ~n iaflu~n , oy 
the ori n 1 St 11n, and · · · 't ~1 • t t 10 or tllr • yeare '1111 t ·n • hill 
atrong ou ,.,. in ~o co~ o er 'to curb the Reda who wa.n.1 to go to the 
Atlantto aefore they consolidate the 1 r •at. l! this .an and · .t 
pol1oy alo• u.p thoae whc,, wol.lld have orld ruolat1ou no1t throLIP a illtU'oh 
westward,•• y ·bav ten years 1n th · fi ~ t ·or world p oe. 1or .the 
out o t of Japan, Auatnui&, th deoiaion of oth r in 1di 
to go ll · i th tbe · t f oru a datenae area i , u. ly t •o ger
1baJI that which existed oetore orld 'ar Il and th• 1 ot ~·- ~l 11-.roor. 

Apin, my d · r fri end, ive 1our horse water and a rest 1n ;. ori • 

IOD1 we are not Gre&t .Britain. Hiotor1oall7 w. ~in the 1-s't 100 years 
•• have c . d OW' u i c opinion . xi tor hu.awi'tJ ali»out 20 
il'TER . · t · &lrop•• 'l'he r4MUJon ia simply tb&t they are · higlll.J 
1nchlatl"1Ml.i11ed an4 have no gr -t ddle cla , - th .i e c ia 
the final vote in ric • And p&rtiou.larly rcmemb~r rela:tive proeperit7 
muna relative stabilit7 and relatively a in ao o 11.., -t as all 
per-.nent philosophers y it, •No wovuent oooun exoepi tbro\,leb 
h1m1er or diaoollton or :Canaticia.• -1tneas Koham•ed, "the lrenoh devo-
1'1't:1on, and the Britiah welt&i.re drive. 
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Sena.tor Clallde Pepper, wen Pala Beaoh, Plorida. 

Lea'rillg tor !•••• PHl that 1 nnt to 1&y hello through pereo•l 
•ssenger . · • Ai'"il:td 4!:•giiee:ttnl,.ef • ••• ■■ ii\- +r,J 

~ J...,... c"'{ "'1-, ~ Charle, llar1h 
1~ 4 ~~~ k ~ 
~ .~ ~/--1' 
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J.pr1110. 1960 

The Boaonl,le Clallde Peppw,, 
!allalw.•n.. Plorlda. 

Dar Claua1 

Prano Shor i• about tbt sa:ma ~.,.... •• Qeorp ..,._ua 
waoa 7011 tnow a• ou of t» lfall&oe · tirn tl1gln u.eofti'ft ■• 
Qeorg••• bn.1D 1• sound and. hie intonat1oa 1• panen.ll.J" ae­
ftftte. 

Shor ha• )Mn ou-t ot tblt ennt17 •st •t tlw ,1- cbar1Dg tbl 
lan tea ,-r•• with UJi1ilA a.Del with tbe Reader'• Dipat 1a 
Chia an4 , ...,.117 la tJllie Jar Ian. 81 1• a little bit acre 
oonae 111.e tblul Latt:biore bltc&uN be wrke4 in the praetle&l 
dittioulti•• •t V'y'1Jlg to -.ke ll&claae C11tu1g aacl tbie gang 
uoand her pla7 atn.igh1; bud.ball. 

The Reaur' • Di&••t got hi• reaipatioa whea tu7 ntu..4 to 
print hi• •r1•• ot an1ole• w tlle ett"" tba\ 0.1-.1 Cb.et 
wa• a. bull a.ncl out no matter how auoh aou7 we ga.n bi:a. 

Yo• won't N&cl auoh tvt»r eo 1 will let Frano tell hi ■ own 
dnail. httioieat to •1 tlaat I abaolutel.7 trun h1a an4 
.be 1• an. able newspaper Mil an4 beaau.. ay aon Joba baa DO't 
a'bil1'7 I uk lbor to •hak• JOU!' bl.ad. uul get JO• OD ti. 
pnom 1'• • wMn you are fY'N and it I can help. 

11Merel.J. 



A.pl"1110• 1960 

t'.be Bnoraltle Clawle ,_,,_.• 
fallala&...• Plor1da. 

De&J' Claw:181 

fn.u Sher 1a &Nutt 11~ ~ •• GMrp ae,.14• 
whom JO• :tDl:nr aa .. ot ~ lliall.&M tirn flick' •aou,1wa.a.ors••• lln1a 1• ao\184 an.cl Al.a iDtOl'llll\ioa 1• pwl'&ll7 .... 
4Nl'&Me 

SlMtr •• lliNn 9"' ot tae "'°"l"J' aoat •t tlllll "·• cl1ll'1ag tbe
l&n ten Je&I" , •1~ u~ aD4 wi•h tba aeaur•• Olpet 1a 
CIiia au gnitNllJ' la tba Par .... lit la a 111:tl• 'bit • .,. 
.....rn,1 • \IIAD t&ttiatn beoau.. lie worked ia tlM prani. 1 
41tfl•-.lt1•• •t ,r,111c to an ad•• Clduc aa4 ti.. gang
anud. •r p1&7 nn.1g1a au4b&ll. 

The aeu.r•• l>i&••• g•t .bi.a na1&Mti•••hn. tu1 r•t~ w 
pr1n 111• •riea •t aniel•• w iilM etteot ti., Olltaac CMk 
ll'IU a lNa &114 O\R DO •tt.r bow av.oh IIODeJ' ..... hill. 

You won•• rM4 11.Qeh tm-tur •• 1 will let Fr&M -.11 hia own 
dnail. s.tt1aleat to •7 that I &baoluteq tl"'U.ft hill u4 
be 1a an. at.le .....,... ._. and bie•uN..,. aon Jobn baa nn 
a'bil1.,. 1 aak lllor w ehan 70v -.n4 u4 en J'ft on ti. 
pMM ,o • \il'hell yeG are tf'N ·&n4 it loan balp. 

81Meni,. 

Cbar>..a i. llllra 
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THE CLEARWATER SUN 
P. O.Box419 

CLE.ARWATER; FLORIDA 

~----- h l f.. 

en. Pep·per or.Mr. Smathers 
AN EDITORIAL 

On May the iecond the voters of Florida wtu choose between 
Claude Pepper and 089rge Smathers. a man to repre.sent them ~ the 
United States Senate for the next six yeara. . ' 

For·· 10me time now· we have been ·listening to and readiq of Sen,. 
ator Pepper and Mr. Smathers presenting £heir cu• to the voteri 
as to V?hY they should, have this privilege. . · 

Of the two it seems to us that Senator Pepper off~r• the atrongeat
and most logical reasons why he should be elected. His campaign
speeches are for the most part based on his record and what he has 
done for our state during his terms of office, Few can honestly deny 
that he has done much for Florida. In the future he should be able 
to do more, 

The facts and the record speak for themselves and he has asked 
the voters to judge him on these grounds. Certainly he has made 
mistakes-who hasn't? But :we think a man should be judged on his 
batting average and we think Pepper's has been good enough to keep 
him in the game for another six innings. · 

On the other hand Mr. Smathers, it seems to us, has for the most 
p&J1; based his campaign on fear-a fear of what would happen to 
Florida if the .voters elect a man whom he claims has communist 
instincts. He cites Pepper's visit to Moscow, his talk with Stalin. 
Of course the man went to . Moscow and talked with Stalin. We 
think a man charged with the responsibility of being a member of 
the Sel1kte Foreign Affairs Committee should have made this trip,
,but 'this doesn't make him a communist-it makes him a man of 
vision. . After all, a man's judgment is no better than his information 
and we hope that not only Pepper but everyone else In Washington
in l'.espoll4ible positions base their decisions on lptelllgent information 
and not selfishness or name-calling like little .boys.

But Mr. Smathers would have you believe that Senator Pepper 
la a dangerous man because of this trip and indicates that if the 
senator is reelected the people of Florida are doomed. Well, som.eone 
said one day "The only thing we have to fear. fa fear itself." 

There(ore may we say to the voters of Florida that we 1incerely 
hope they allow Senator Pepper to continue his aervlcea to ~em 
after Jrl&y the second. . . 

Bulletin! 
BIRMINGHAM, Ala., April 
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"DREW PEARSON 
WASHING-TON MERRY - GO - ROUND 
1■ 1■ TWJIINTY-NINTH l!IT,,WA.SHINGTON'7,D, 0, 

VIA SPECIAL DELIVERY 

April 25,1950 

Mr . Charles Marsh 
6 East 92 Street 
New ·York , N.Y. 

Dear Charles, 

Here 's the column. 

Regards, 

Drew Pearson 

DP/od 

2'.he WaeJaington Merry-Go-Roand on tJae Air-ABC NetworJr., 5 P. M. Sanday E, S. T. 



THURSDAY, APRIL !7, 19~0 

THE WASHINGTON MERRY-0-0• ROUND 
Drew Pearson 

Washington.- Today's column 11 going to make lll1 name mud vith 

a lot ot 111 good tr1end1, the newspaper publishers ot Florida. Por 

one ot the mo.at interesting senatorial campaigns 1n the nation is 

going on in their state, v1th 90 per cent ot the newspapers batting 

bard t or one candidate. And when 70u see all the bo7s ganging up 
I on one side, I can't resist the good old American custom ot seeing 

what's to be said on the other aide. 

The Florida election battle ia not only a lollipaloosa, but it 

bas all the earmarks ot another Devey-Truman campaign. 

· On one 11de, and fighting tor his lite ia gnarled, weather• 

beaten Sen. Claude Pepper vith 1~ years 1n the Senate at stake,vith 

his chief tinancial support trom labor, and waging an ettective, 

tireless, whistl e-atop campaign almost identical to Truman••• Like 

Truman's, it is aimed at ottsetting the solid wall ot bad 

publicit1 given him by the press. 

On the other side 11 popular, handsome Congressman George 

Smathers, with tour 7ears in Congress, whose chief financial support 

has come trom big•mone1 Republican• who spend their winters 1n 

Florida and register as nominal Democrats. No mean campaigner 

himaelt, Smathers has made a lot ot political ha7. 
I ,, 

The Devey•Truman compar1aon is so striking that 1t caused the 

staid Nev York Times to comment, 

"The Senatorial challenger 1s a young and handsome man vi th 

a rioh, well-trained voice, and a reporter mi ght almost imagine he 

was back on the ' Victory Special' listening to a rear-platform 

speech b7 Gov. Thomas E. Devey. 



- 2 -

- ECHOES OF DEWEY TRAIN --

"The content ot the speeches is almost identical. Communism 

is the main 1saue••••and like Gov. Dewey, Representative Smathers 

is seeking election without outlining 1n an,y detail the program 

and policies he would tollov it elected. 

"Another echo ot the Devey train," continues The Times, "1• 

that reporters traveling with Mr. Smather1 complain because he uses 

the same speech every day and they are t1nd1ng it hard atter five 

weeks to t1nd a •new lead• tor the next da71a paper." 

But since tev Floridians read the Nev York Times, moat Florida 

newspaper readers get the impression that Claude Pepper is not onl1 

Stalin• s closest budd7 but that he is alread7 a gone goaling. 

Just to add to his bad press, the Saturday Evening Poat, long 

a tore• 1n Republican politics, dettly scheduled a teature story on 

Pepper• a opponent just ten days before the Florida primar,. 

Probably moat ot those who read it did not realise that the 
' Saturday Evening Post averages $SO,OOO worth of advertising trom the 

Du ?onts and att111ated companies every issue and that one branch 

ot the Du Pont family 11 heavily supporting Smathers. 

- STRAIGHl' GOP-DEMO FIGHr -

Real tact about the Pepper-Smathers fight, however, 11 that 

it's a straight, dovn•the-11ne Republican-Democratic battle. When 

you get away trom all the dust-throwing, the issuea are clear and 

clean-cut as between the Truman liberals and the Republican 

conservatives. This is probably a health,y thing, ' because ord1nar111 

an election in Florida doesn 't mean much beyond a choice or 

personalities. 
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Long ago 1oung Smathers began conterring with ex-speaker 

Joe Martin, leading Republican 1n the House ot Representatives . 

Long ago, he began quietly accumulating GOP money and GOP support. 

And as that support accumulated, Smathers began svining over 

to the Republic n aide or the Congressional aisle . When he first 

came to Congress , Smathers was hailed as the liber al Sir Gal1had 

ot the South. But graduall y he b gan voting the oppo1ite. 

While casting h11 vote again t slum clearance, he simUlt n• 

eoualy pro oted the real estate lobby's idea ot increasing the 

amount th 1 could borrow f rom Uncle Sam up to $750,ooo. Thus 

Smathers voted to deny the poor man low-cost housing, but give the 

b11 real estate operator the right to use three-quarters or a million 

dollars ot the taxpayer's money, 90 per cent guaranteed by Uncle Sam. 

Smathers also voted against Social Security tor traveling 

salesmen and others, ,ga1nst the minimum wage, and , perh pa moat 

i mportant or all, tor the bottling ot bills in the Rul-,s Committee 

instead it ipen debate on the tloor ot the House . 

On various ooc s1ons Smathers even voted .to override Truman's 

veto on important part, pol1c1es . Pepper, on the other hand,~• 

voted consistently tor ta1r deal projects. 

-- STALIN'S PAL -

Most interesting issue in the Florida battle, however, is 

Smathers • charge that Pepper is a pal or Joe St alin ••• Hes . • 

tD quote the Saturday Evening Poat -that 0 By the summer ot 1'1t-fU. 

he, Smathers, was convinced someone should run against PepperJ 

that "he couldn ' t get out ot his craw that Pepper had become so 

invol ved vi th Henry Wallace •" 

https://voted.to
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The real fact, however, is that well after the summer ot 194S­
on Jan. 16, 1~, to b• exact - S•thera wrote a letter to Pepper's 

secretar1 reterring to "our good friend Henrr Wallace ." 

It was also after the summer or 19lt-5', when he now says he 

decided Pepper must be deteated, that Smathers actuallT was writing 

Pepper a stream or letters ask1n his aid in getting him out ot the 

Marines, 1n getting h1m a job as Aaaiatant u.s. Attorney, and later 

1n helping him run tor Congress. 

In other words, S11athers was largely built up by the unsuapec• 

ting Senator whom he is nov tr71ng to defeat. 

To read the Saturday Evening Post 's gloving account ot George 

SMthers one would think that the Justice Department was clamoring 

to hire him and that the Florida public couldn't vai t tor him to get 

out ot the Marines and run tor Congress. But the letters which the 

young Marine Corps otf1cer wrote to "Dear Claude" tell a d1tterent 

story. Thy show hov Smathers wanted to get out of the Marines vb.ile 

the Japan•• var was still on, and even asked Pepper to hold up a 

naval 1 provement at Ke1 West so his opponent, Congressman Cannon, 

vould not get credit for 1t . 

Despite this, Smathers nov tells Florida voters hov, 1n the 

fall ot 19~; -the exaet time he was pleading with P6pper tor helpa• 

he got disgusted v1 th Pepper• s stand on Russia and decided be should 

be defeated. 

It vas 1n the summer or 191t;, just after Truman conferred v1 th 

Stalin at Potsdam that Pepper also conterred vi.th Stalin, later 

writing an interview widely published in the 11etropo11tan, press. 



Pepper probably regrets that interview more than anything else 

in hie political lite. But at that time many people were riaiting 

Moscow and 1t was not considered a crime to urge u.s.1.~ .s.s.R. 
cooperation. 

The payotr 11 that on April 22, 1946, a1x months art r PepJer•s 

much-touted interview, George Smathers himselt saida "We have got 

to work vith Russia and all the nations or the world it ve are 

going to work out a satiatactory peace. • 
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