December 24, 1949
Memo for Claude Pepper:

In passing through Clearwater en route to Havena and Jamaica, naturaily
1 am thinking of you. Several items occur:

d~~You have had a good year and have done good work. 1t is not necesaary
to say that Iruman has moved toward you. The fortunate geographical faot
that he goes to Key W%eat naturally made you his official host and guve
color to the Truman-Pepper hyphen. UHow is the time for you to rest. You
always will be the man on the white horse. But the horse is weary and
needs both water and hay. You have ridden too fast for the average Florida
voter. It is an axiom in newwpaper publishing that a liberal newwpaper
must not function more than two years ahead of the average wmind., I feel
that you are about four years out in fromt. And 1952 is but two yeara
away,

2-~The real aignificance in the life of all of us is to koop tii3 peacs.
¥ithout that the welfare state and the ¥air Deal . 4 the ueworios of the
New Deanl and the Big 3tick days of the Republican heodore Rooasevelit
becoae out & wooxery. All shall perish ia the wuaiage of owr aavural
reaources and the horribvle ascendmnoy of the aen al wur. We ghall have
more nearly a security atate in whioh the present ncvwe culling shall oe
as a pea shooter to a mmchine gun, Proovably we are further frow a world
state than at any time since 1776. This in the present acute day.

3-=In the long run of course there shall oe a world of peace., It is ours
t0 hold the line not in the folly of a Yallace nor in the fear of the
petty and the wean in high places. But you as a divisicn commander--
head of shook troops for peace--have s0 much that you should do in the
next ten years that I trust you will not be cut off from the main line
of liberalism by one of these waves of black resaotion.,

4--8o0ome working thoughts: Cultivate your people, Iisten to your people,
Yeel and act within the LIMITS of thought comprehendible to the averuage
Tlorida voter, The great Norris lost tocuch, His last unote was to me

@t Chicago. Oscar Chapman is & reasonably fair colleague, bi;_er than
any self line and yet extremely practical in secing that he has encugh
water and beans for every political trip., I have found him an hcnest,
able, and reliable colleague. You, he, and some of the new ones 1 do

not know who have shaked Truman's political articulations are the hope

of more than 120 million people whom you nutionally represent. The thing
is bigger than Party lines. Your great Republdcrat spe-ch made imuediately
after Taft and Barkley shook hands st the end of a Senute session, was
the true beginning. And now with Byrnee and Baruch no longer crossing
the grass to the ¥hite House, the mind of Truwan may become sublimated

up to the dignity of his reasponsibility.

Granted that no political leader can pe other than practicel as he woves
daily in a maze of idealisam and prejudice, it is those men such as you
and Chapman who must hold the line by holding his hand and keeping the
smeller minds from over-emphasis of the words "practical® and "safe.”
But to you I say finglly, see the average voter of Florida Iirst and
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always as you wsove alddong and I would say it to John of Clearwater. Ko
compromise with dishonesty; every consideration for the reader and his
sental limits. For ell humen beings are of the earth, Their ladves,
their fears, their responsibilitiea for family safety, even their formal
religion and hope for sverlasting life is wmixed up in this maze we seek
to navigate,

Seel realize you probably will not be able to fly to Jamaioca alune or

with John for a week's rest. But when 1 return about February 20th, 1

think these times oall for a day's black-out e¢ither in Fldrida or in
4“ashington, virginia. rrom there I go to iIndia, Indonesia, and possibly
Hongkong and =anila with perhaps a stop over at Teheran and Cairo. In

the past eight months I have covered again western and central Europe
including Bunich, Vienua, and Trieste~-also South America, living a oit

with the comuwon pecple in Rio, interior Brasil, Argentina, Chile, and

Peru, FWithin the coming month I shall re~check 3outh America. John

will tell you whom I now believe to be the current yes and no man in

Russia, We should collect and sort out all information possible about

this man., 1 believe he owns the body of power in Russiaj; that he is
esasentially a Ruesian nationalist; the his eyes have been influenced vy

the oriental Stalin, and that the next two or three years will find him
strong enough in Moscow power to curb the Reds who want to go to the 42;
Atlantic before they consolidate the Far Bast, If this man and that ﬁ;
policy slow up those sho would have world revolution now through & march ¢
wvegtward, we may have ten years in the fight for world peace. For the %
outposats of Japan, Australia, and the decision of both groups in Iadin

to go allng with the west forws & defense area immeasurably stronger

than that whioh existed before World ¥ar II and the memory of Pearl Harbor.

Again, my dear friend, give your horse water and a rest in Florids.
CEM

ROTE: We are not Great Britain, Historically within the last 100 years
weé have reached our public opinion maximuw for humanity about 20 yeurs
AFTER western Europe. The reason is eimply that they are wore highly
industrialized and have no great middle class, and the widdle class is
the final vote in America. And particularly remember relative prosperity
neans relative stability and relatively a drug in accomplishment as all
persanent philosophers say it, "No wesa wmovement occurs exoept through
hunger or disgomfort or fanaticiasm." V¥itness lohamued, the French Revo~
lution, and the British welfure drive.
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Senator Claude Pepper, West Palm Beach, Florida,

Leaving for Texas., Feel that I want to say hello through pereomal
messenger Wﬁm u?dmi’:&_—ngmw
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April 10, 19850

The Hornorable Claude Pepper,
Tallahassoe, Florids.

Dear Claude:

Frane Shor ie about the same temperamsnt as George Reynolds
whom you know as oue of the Wallsoe first flight executives,
George's brain is sound and his informmtiom is gemmerally eo-
surate,

Shor has been out of the esountry most of the time during the
last ten years, with UNERA and with the Reader's Digest in
China and generally in the Far EBast., He 1s a little bit more
conservative than Lattimore becsuse he worked in the practieal
diffioculties of trying to make Madame Chiang snd the gang
around her play straight hamdball,

The Reader's Digest got his resigmation when they refused to
print his series of artisles to the effect that Chiang Chek
was a bum and out no matter how mush money we gave him,

You won't read much further so I will let Frano tell his own
detail, Sulfiolent to say that I sabsolutely trust him and
he is an able newspaper man and because my son John has not
ability I ask shor to shake your hand and get you on the
phone to me when you are free and if I can help.

Sinserely,

Charles E. ¥arsh



April 10, 1950

The Honorable Claude Pepper,
Tallahasese, Florida,

Dear Claude:

Frens Shor is about the same temperament as George Reymelds
whom you know as one of the Wallase first Lflight exesutives,
George's brain is sound and his informatiom is gemnerally se-
ourate,

Sher has been out of the sountry most ¢f the time during the
last ten years, with UENRA and with the Reader's Digest in
China and gensrally in the Far Bast, 5e is & little bit wore
esonservative than Lattimore bLecause he worked ia the prectical
diffieulties of trying to make Madame Chiang and the gang
around her play stralight handball,

The Reader's Digest got his resigmation when thwy refused te
print his series of artisles to the effect tmt Chiang Chek
was a bum and out no matter how much mousy we gave him,

You won't read much further o I will let Frans tell his own
detail, Suffioiemt to sey that I absolutely trust him and
ke is an able newspaper zan and beoause my son John has not
abllity 1 ask Shor to shake your hand and get you on the
phone to me when you are free and if I can help,

Sinesrely,

Charles §. ¥Marsh
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DREW PEARSON
WASHINGTON MHERRY - GO - ROUND
1318 TWENTY-NINTH ST, WASHINGTON 7,D. C.

VIA SPECIAL DELIVERY

April 25,1950

Mr. Charles Marsh-
6 East 92 Street
New York, N.Y.
Dear Charles,
Here's the column.
Regards,

CE:—-'-———-'(

Drew Pearson
DR/od

The Washington Mezry-Go-Round on the Air~ABC Network, 6 P. M. Sunday E. S. T.



- THURSDAY, APRIL B7, 1950
THE WASHINGTON MERRY«GOe ROUND
Drew Pearson

Washington.,=~ Today's column is going to make my name mud with
a lot of my good friends, the newspaper publishers of Florida. For
one of the mdst interesting senatorial campaigns in the nation is
going on in their state, with 90 per cent of the newspapers batting
hard for one candidate. And when you see all the boys ganging up
on one side, I can't resist the good old American custom of seeing
what'!s to be sald on the other side.

The Florida election battle is not only a lollipaloosa, but it
has all the earmarks of another Dewey-Truman campaign.

On one side, and fighting for his 1ife is gnarled, weather-
beaten Sen. Claude Pepper with 14 years in the Senate at stake,with
his chief financial support from labor, and waging an effective,
tireless, whistle-stop campaign almost identical to Truman's. Like
Truman's, it 1s aimed at offsetting the solid wall of bad
publicity given him by the press,

On the other side is popular, handsome Congressman George
Smathers, with four years in Congress, whose chief financial support
has come from big-money Republicans who spend their winters in
Florida and register as nominal Bemocrats, No mean campaigner
himself, Smathers has made a lot of political hay,

. The Dewey~Truman comparison is so striking that 4t caused the
stald New York Times to comments

"The Senatorial challenger is a young and handsome man with
a rich, well-trained voice, and a reporter might almost imagine he
was back on the 'Victory Special' listening to a rear-platform
speech by Gov, Thomas E. Dewey.
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=« ECHOES OF DEWEY TRAIN ==

“The content of the speeches i3 almost identical, Communism
is the main issue,,..and like Gov, Dewey, Representative Smathers
is seeking election without outlining in any detail the program
and policies he would follow 1f elected, |

"Another echo of the Dewey train,"™ continues The Times, "is
that reporters traveling with Mr, Smathers complain because he uses
the same speech every day and they are finding it hard after five
weeks to find a 'new lead' for the next day's paper,"

But since few Floridians read the New York Times, most Florida
newspaper readers get the impression that Claude Pepper is not only
Stalin's closest buddy but that he is already a gone gosling,

Just to add to his bad press, the Saturday Evening Post, long
a force in Republican politics, deftly scheduled a feature story on
Pepper's opponent just ten days before the Florida primary,

Probably most of those who read it did not realigze that the
Saturday Evening Post averages $50,000 worth of advertising from the
Du Ponts and affiliated companies every issue and that one branch
of the Du Pont family is heavily supporting Smathers,

=« STRAIGHI GOP=DEMO FIGHT ==
Real fact about the Pepper-Smathers fight, however, is that
it's a straight, downethe-line Republican-Democratic battle, When
you get away from all the dust-throwing, the issues are clear and
clean~-cut as between the Truman liberals and the Republican
conservatives, This is probably a healthy thing, 'because ordinarily
an election in Florida doesn't mean much.bayond a choice of

personalities,



I

Long ago young Smathers began conferring with ex-Speaker
Joe Martin, leading Republican in the House of Representatives,
Long ago, he began quietly accumulating GOP money and GOP support,
And as that support accumulated, Smathers began swining over
to the Republican side of the Congressional aisle. When he first
came to Congress, Smathers was hailed as the liberal Sir Galihad
of the South, But gradually he began voting the opposite.
| While casting his vote againat slum clearance, he simultane-
eously promoted the real estate lobby's idea of increasing the
amount they could borrow from Uncle Sam up to §750,000, Thus
Smathers voted to deny the poor man low=cost housing, but give the
big real estate operator the right to use three-quarters of a million
dollars of the taxpayer's money, 90 per cent guaranteed by Uncle Sam.,
Smathers also voted against Social Security for traveling
salesmen and others, ggainst the minimum wage, and, perhaps most
important of all, for the bottling of bills in the Rules Committee
instead if ipen debate on the floor of the House,
On various occasions Smathers even voted to override Truman's
veto on important party policles. Pepper, on the other hand, his

voted consistently for falr deal projects,

= STALIN'S PAL e=
Most interesting issue in the Florida battls, however, 1is
Smathers! charge that Pepper is a pal of Joe Stalin's, He says -«
to quote the Saturday Evening Post ~-that "By the summer of 19uL&™
he, 3mathers, was convinced someone should run against Pepperj
that "he couldn't get out of his craw that Pepper had become $o
involved with Henry wallace,"
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The real fact, hoiuver, 18 that well after the summer of 1945e-
on Jan. 16, 1946, to be exact -~ Smathers wrote a letter to Pepper's
secretary referring to "our good friend Henry Wallace,"

It was also after the summer of 1945, when he now says he
decided Pepper must be defeated, that Smathers actually was writing
Papper a stream of letters askin his aid in getting him out of the
Marines, in getting him a job as Assistant U.S. Attorney, and later
in helping him run for Congress.

In other words, Smathers was largely built up by the unsuspec~
ting Senator wvhom he 1s now trying to defeat,

To read the Saturday Evening Post!s glowing account of George
Smathers one would think that the Justice Department was c¢lamoring
to hire him and that the Florida public couldn't wait for him to get
out of the Marines and run for Congress. But the letters wvhich the
young Marine Corps officer wrote to "Dear Claude" tell a different
story. They show how Smathers wanted to get out of the Marines while
the Japanese war was still on, and even asked Pepper to hold up a
naval improvement at Key West so his opponent, Congressman Cannon,
would not get credit for 1it,

Despite this, Smathers now tells Florida voters how, in the
fall of 1945 ==the exact time he was pleading with Pepper for helpe-
he got disgusted with Pepper's stand on Russia and decided he should
be defeated,

It was in the summer of 1945, just after Truman conferred with
Stalin at Potsdam that Pepper also conferred with Stalin, later
writing an interview widely published in the metropolitan. press.



“5‘

Pepper probably regrets that interview more than anything else
in his political 1ife, But at that time many people were visiting
Moscow and it was not considered a crime to urge U.S.A.=U.S5.5.R.
cooperation, ‘

The payoff is that on April 22, 1946, six months after Pepper's
much-touted interview, George Smathers himself saldi "We have got
to vork with Russia and all the nations of the world if we are
going to work out a satisfactory peace,”



	5957407-pp-marshc-b030-f11_Page_01
	5957407-pp-marshc-b030-f11_Page_02
	5957407-pp-marshc-b030-f11_Page_03
	5957407-pp-marshc-b030-f11_Page_04
	5957407-pp-marshc-b030-f11_Page_05
	5957407-pp-marshc-b030-f11_Page_06
	5957407-pp-marshc-b030-f11_Page_07
	5957407-pp-marshc-b030-f11_Page_08
	5957407-pp-marshc-b030-f11_Page_09
	5957407-pp-marshc-b030-f11_Page_10
	5957407-pp-marshc-b030-f11_Page_11
	5957407-pp-marshc-b030-f11_Page_12
	5957407-pp-marshc-b030-f11_Page_13
	5957407-pp-marshc-b030-f11_Page_14

