JACK FROST
TOWER PETROLEUM BUILDING

DALLAS 1, TEXAS

July 22, 1960

Mr. Charles E. Marsh
Washington, Virginia
Dear Charles:

I recently got your address from Mr. Cox of
the bank 1n Austin. I did have a New York address but
lost it. At the present I have been in the bed with the
hemorrhoids, which are slowly getting better so expect
to be out of bed in a few days.

A lot of water has gone over the dam since we
have seen each other, which I regret. If you have an air-
port near your home I might drop in to see you. I have my
own little plane these days, and go most every where in 1it.

What do you think of politics today, and our
old friend Lyndon Johnson Jjoining Kennedy? It is my opinion
that he made a terrible mistake, that in the end may be the
destruction of the Democratic Party. As you know it is now,
a group, all with diverse interests held together by one
common urge "to be elected". Personally I cannot see either
Rockefeller or Kennedy. They are both rich mens sons who
have never earned their own living, or made a success of
running a buslness of their own, so in what way are they
equipped to run our country. More and more sons of rich
parents are becoming fallures in business. In fact, very
few succeed. They are as a group all long on untried 1ideas,
and very short on experience and practical thoughts.

A thought came to me the other day, that has
really thrown me. Since 1776 when this country won 1its
independence has been only 184 years ago. During my life-
time I have known people who were here in Texas when the
Commanche Indians held over half of what 1s now West Texas
and covers that part where all my ranches are. This was
only about ninety years ago. Because of the Civil War and
its great destruction this country did not really start to
grow until 1900, and during the first half of my life it
really developed. Since then we have developed a large class
of people that look to the government alone to feed and clothe
them. Has our country already gone into eclipse? It 1is to
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late to hurt either of us but what of these poor devils grow-
ing up. What are they doling to themselves? I would 1like
your thoughts along the thoughts Just expressed.

I have lost track of John which I hate, as I
think a lot of him. Please let me have his address.

I have also seen Charles in Midland and thanks
to your advice 1t 4id not cost me anything.

I am still working in the oll and gas business.
About fifteen or more years ago, I was active 1in kicking
off the gas b¢ 1 in northwestern New Mexlico, Colorado and
Utah. Since then have been working in Texas and the Arkansas
Valley area of northwestern Arkansas, where we are now drill-
ing a wildcat. In the interim have releived myself of the
great Harold Byrd, he still owns stock 1in two of my companies
but has been demoted from president to Jjust plain stockholder,
and most of my business 1s without his valuable servkces. It
sure 1s a relief.

I am sure that you remember E. G. Kinsbery of
Austin, who used to own a hotel there. He and I have develop-
ed a rather prosperous light we aggregate business, to-
gether with a number of light 1 t concrete block and pipe
plants over the state. Our matc..al went into the Republic
National Bank and Southland Life Bullding here. We saved the
Republic a million dollars of its steel cost alone, and 1its
insulating properties causes a constant lowering of the cost
of operating the air conditioning units in the building.

With my kindest and best regards, I am

Qetriaaralxr

Jack prrostv

JF:ms
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Dear Mr, Frosts

Charles was dolighted to receive your good letter

of July 22nd and read everywword of it to himself
which is unusual these days as he has long since made
it clear that he did not want to be bothered with
mail and that I was to handle it for bhim. But this
was different and among the few which come fn which

1 make exceptions to his rule knowing that it will be
a pleasure to him.

He is far from well, He has nothing we can give a

name to - just little stremngth or energy. This is

hard for those who knew him in the past, to realize
but he burned up so much energy for so long that I

suppose it has just given out,

ne have put this place on the market for sale and
hope to move in to washington, D,C, around N:.vember
first. ¥y job in addition to the usual duties of

a8 housewife, is belung iresident of .ublic .elfare
Foundatioa, Inc. which Charles set up while he was
still active. 1his has grown fnto something which
no longer can be efficieatly run out here in the
country, so the move is indicated because of the
Foundation work, and also because this place is too
large for us and makes no sense econimically for two
people. Seo if you are in .ashington, D.C. any time
after .ovember first, I hope we can see you at

3242 wWoedl.nd Drive, N,u,.

John owns the newspaper in Clearwater, Florida. They
have just bought a house which is being remedelled
but their present address is: 305 Spring Court eor
the newppaper will always reach him-The Cleqrwater
Sun, His son, John E. Jr. is married amd has two
children which Makes Charles and me (synthetically)
Great-grandparents.

All good wishes and do get in touch some time,

Sincerely,

Mr, Jack Frost
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Dear Mr, Frost:

Charles was delighted tc¢ receive yocur good letter

of July 22nd and read everywword of it to himself
which is unusual these days as he has long since made
it clear that he did not want to be bothered with
mail and that I was to handle it for him, but this
was different and aweng the few which come fu which

I wmake exceptions to his rule knowing that it will be
a pleasure to him.

He is far frow well., He has :othing we can give a

nguwe t0 -~ just little stremgth or energy. This is

hard for those who knew him in the past, to reslize
but he burned up so much energy for so long that I

suppese it has just given out,

we have put this place on the market for sale and
ho,e to move in to veshington, D.,C, aroumd H:vember
first. Ny job in additien to the usual duties of

a housewife, is being President of iublic kelfare
Foundation, Inc, which Charles set up while he was
still active., This has grown fnto something which
no longer can be efficieatly rum out here in the
country, $0 the move §s indicated because of the
Foundation work, anc also because this place is too
large for us and makes no sense econjmically for two
people. S0 if you are in .ashingtom, D.C. any tiwe
after lovember first, i1 hope we can see you at

3242 Woodl. nd Drive, N.K,

John owns the newspaper in Clearwater, Florida. They
have just bought a house which is being remeodelled
but their .resent address is: 305 Spring Court or
the newppaper will always reach him-The Clegrwater
Sun, His son, John E., Jr, is married and has two
children which Makes Charles and me (synthetically)
Great-grandparents.

All good wishes and do get in touch some time,

Sincerely,

Er, Jack Frost
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A Fr:and s Appraisal

Jahnson A Perfechomsfp

Knows Value Of Dollar

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Houston Harte, ‘a longtime close friend of
Presideat Johnson, was asked by the North American Newspaper
Alliance for an appraisal of the Texan who now leads the nation.
Mr, Harte is chairman of the board of The Standard-Times and
is president of Harte-Hanks & Co.,, which publishes The San
Antinio Express-News, The Corpus Christi Caller-Times, Abilene
Reborter-l\"ews. Big Spring Herald, Derison Herald, Greenville
Herald-Banner, Marshall 'News Messenger, and Pais News, The

appraisal,
Angelo dateline, follows.)

By HOUSTON HARTE
Written For The North
American Newspaper Alliance
Let’s start with a platitude.
Platitudes often are distilled
wisdom. To learn the value of
a dollar, a man mus{ work
for+it. Lyndon Johnson has

leatned that lesson. .
This is a personal appraisal.
To make it personal, I met

Lyndon Johnson in the ’30s. .

I had gone to Washington
seeking a community loan.
Dollars were scarce in West
Texas in those days. So were
hotel rooms in Washington. I
ended up on a cot in a. one-
room apartment.
There were three other cots
in the room. On one was Ar-
. thur Perry, who was Sen. Tom
Connally’s secretary.” Until
Nov. 22, he was Lyndon John-
son’s executive assistant, He’ll
be «in the White House office.
On-another was Congressman

Ewing Thomason’s secretary, |&

Bob Jackson. He is now editor
of ‘our newspaper in Corpus
Christi.
ard. Kleberg's secretary, Lyn-
don Johnson, was on the third.
When four men are on ad-
joining cots, they just natur-
ally get to know each other,

You don’t get the story of
a man’s-life in one night. But

you do start a friendship. |

Over the succeeding years,
Lyndon Johnson and I became
friénds. I learned he had
worked as hard to achieve his
place in-life as any man you'll
ever meet. He labored on a

road gang as a boy. On a rock- |
strewn family . Hill Country

f”: :

farm he helped make “the.

crap.” He sought and got a

job as a janitor to- pay- for his

education. All these job

did..well. Pgriectlon Wa'i7 »hls
- 'IOW ey

Congressman Rich-

distributed nationally by the Alliance, with a San

be accused of doing things he’

knew nothing about. I trust he
will be able to laugh at those
who criticize him justly or un-
justly. It will make life easier
for him and I fear there is lit-
tle that is easy about the of-
fice of President of the United
States.:

Driving away from Capltol
Hill following his joint speech
to Congress, every one in the

. car in which I rode praised

his speech.

And it was. a wonderful
speech. One man asked if I
did not think it was the best
speech he ever had made. I
said no, I have heard him
make a dozen better speech-
es. All wanted to know where
and when.
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‘I had to reply that Lyndon
Johnson is without an equal in
a room with 10 to 20 people
trying to solve a crucial prob-
lem. He takes charge in such
a situation in a manner that

is not equalled by anyone I -

have seen in action. He knows
the facts involved and no one
can present them in any more
convincing manner. If you are
fortunate enough to present a

matter to the President, do’

your homework. Know your
facts. He will know his and
will know how to present
them.

In past eléctions his liberal-

“ism has been the issue he had

to overcome. His opponents
pictured him as far to the left
of center. He entered the Con-
gress in 1937 as a flaming
New Dealer. The oil men of
this state fight him because
he is for civil rights. The
northern liberals flght him be-
cause they think he is a friend’
of the oil industry. Yet he has
done more for both than any
man in the executive or legis-
lative branch of our govern-

many quahtles to him in the -

ment.

He appraised himself better
than anyone else. He said: “I

am a free man, an American,
a United States senator, and a- -

Democrat, in that order

“I am also a liberal, a con-
servative, a Texan, a tax-
payer, a rancher, a business-
man, a consumer, a parent, a

1

voter and not as young as I -

used to be nor as old as I ex-
pect to be — and I am all
these things in no fixed order.

“I am unaware of any de-
scriptive word in the second
paragraph which quahfxes,
modifies, amends or is related’
by hyphenation to. the terms
listed. in the first paragraph. :
In consequence, I am not able °

‘~nor. even the least interested
In trying —
ical’ philosophy by the choice '
‘of.a one-word or two-word la-

to. define my polit- -

bel. This may be against the :

tide, but, if so, the choice is |
!dehberate ?

Writers have attributed
milllons  of- words; printed

since Nov 22. Perhaps anoth-

) >

Lok » |
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storiés have been' told n}am.é”

times since that black Fnday,’)
Nov, 22, 1963. ¥

But the facts also refléct af
pattern of thought, Lyndon
Johnson knows the value of a
dollar, whether it be his own
or”the taxpayer’s. It should
surprise no one that one of his
first official acts was to ask
depaltments of government to

reappraise their = budgets. -
Prpsident Johnson, in placing | B |
hig ranch ‘and personal prop-- | @
erty in the hands.of trustees, -| §

included a: proviso- that -trus-
tees may “not apply for any
federa] farm land or land sub-
sidy under any circumstances.

This simply reflected the
President’s basic philosophy.

_ That philosophy also is reflect-

ed; I believe, in the success
of Mrs. Johnson's enterprises
in .the radio and television
fields. It detracts nothing
from her astute management
of those properties to say that
she looked to her husband for
advice. It is my strong con-

. viétion that the economie con-

servatism of this man will be
reflected, as well, in the-con-
duet of our government{ Next:
to 'his lovely wife, his love of

the :United States of America  |#~

comes second. He wants our
nation to operate in the black
just like any other enterprise
that feels the- LBJ touch.

As a newspaperman and a8
a friend, I have watched Lyn-
don Johnson since his first
eléction as congressman from
the district which adjoins ours
to-the south.

I have differed ‘with him,
but ‘have found no fundamen--
tal conflict between his inter-
ests and my interests — which

-are the interests of our busi- W
nesses, our state” and- our |}

country. -

Our new Premdent has
shortcomings, as do all men.
He drives his staff too hard.
They love him and have seen
him right so often they just
can’t think anything he wants
done is impossible. Hours
mean nothing to him. They
realize hours must mean
nothing to them. A staff mem-
ber who can work for a year
for Lyndon Johnson can stand
any gaff.

‘The big, tall, thin man from
the Tough Hill Country of Tex-
as’is super - sensitive. He is
thin skinned on personal criti-
cism. He knows it and I have
felt he tries not to show this
breach in his armor but it is
going to he a task for a man
sitting in the highest seat in
the nation where everyone can
take a pot shot at him. He will
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I de not ow at 1 have aany other details which night be helpful,
but f{ I can thiask of any, I will let you know.

Sincerely,

~r8. Charles E, Marsh
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February 2, 1966

Dear Hr. Harte:

Your letter of January 28th just reached us. Claudia
is on vacation in Jamaica now but will write you personally on
her return, mid-FPebruary, but ! want to get this note off to
you at once to thamk you, on behalf of all the directors of the
Foundation, for your kind--ss and thoughtfulness in writing to
Congressman Patman as you d. Your last paragraph gave us a
lift., Charles was indeed a "good"™ man and in bis case, the
good he did lives after him. ¥e work very hard to sdminister
this trust as he wished it and we are proud of the record of
Foundation's achievements.

The recent publicity emanating from Mr. Patman's Subcommittee
for Foundation Study was merely a rehash of the case that has been
peading with the Internal Revenue Service for over nine yesars.
There are no new facts, no chasging circumstances. In their
revocation of our tax-exempt status, the IRS listed a number of
complaints. 1 believe all have heen answered satisfactorily and
can be put aside to resolve the issue to just one legal and
technical point: whether the income the Foundation receives in
rents from the three newspaper properties it owns can be regarded,
as the Government contends]/ as unrelated business imcome. Fro=
all I understand, rental income from real estate is blessed by
the Revenue Service, yet rental income from newspaper leases is
being questioned. That is the crux of the matter. The income
from these properties is being used for approved purposes -- there
is no question about that. The contest is over the very technical
question of the law involved.

We agree with Mr. Patman that the tax laws of the United
States need rewriting. We have cooperated with his Committee and
the RevenueService 108%; all our records and facilities have been
open and available to them from the beginning, because we believe
we are in the right and are anxious to get the matter settled. The
case has been on the docket for Tax Court for over a year and we
expect some kind of settlement or decision this year. Personally,
the only resentment 1 fedl against Mr. Patman's Committee is its
use of such statements and adjectives as "just brought to light"
or “details...were uncovered" or “probe" reveals, when the
Foundation has been completely cooperative and all records have
been open aad public.
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