
JACK FROST 
TOWER PETROLEUM BUILDING 

DALLAS 1 , TEXAS 

July 22, 1960 

Mr. Charles E. Marsh 

Washington, Virginia 

Dear Charles: 

I recently got your address from Mr. Cox of 
the bank in Austin. I did have a New York address but 
lost it. At the present I have been in the bed with the 
hemorrhoids, which are slowly getting better so expect 
to be out of bed in a few days. 

A lot of water has gone over the dam since we 
have seen each other, which I regret. If you have an air­
port near your home I might drop in to see you. I have my 
own little plane these days, and go most every where in it. 

What do you think of politics today, and our 
old friend Lyndon Johnson joining Kennedy? It is my opinion
that he made a terrible mistake, that in the end may be the 
destruction of the Democratic Party. As you know it is now, 
a group, all with diverse interests held together by one 
common urge "to be elected". Personally I cannot see either 
Rockefeller or Kennedy. They are both rich mens sons who 
have never earned their own living, or made a success of 
running a business of° their own, so in what way are they
equipped to run our country. More and more sons of rich 
parents are becoming failures in business. In fact, very
few succeed. They are as a group all long on untried ideas, 
and very short on experience and practical thoughts. 

A thought came to me the other day, that has 
really thrown me. Since 1776 when this country won its 
independence has been only 184 years ago. During my life­
time I have known people who were here in Texas when the 
Commanche Indians held over half of what is now West Texas 
and covers that part where all my ranches are. This was 
only about ninety years ago. Because of the Civil War and 
its great destruction this country did not really start to 
grow until 1900, and during the first half of my life it 
really developed. Since then we have developed a large class 
of people that look to the government alone to feed and clothe 
them. Has our country alre~dy gone into eclipse? It is to 
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late to hurt either of us but what of these poor devils f!l!OW­
ing up. What are they doing to themselves? I would like 
your thoughts along the thoughts just expressed. 

I have lost track of John which I hate, as I 
think a lot of him. Please let me have his address. 

I have also seen Charles in Midland and thanks 
to your advice it did not cost me anything. 

I am still working in the oil and gas business . 
About fifteen or more years ago, I was active in kicking 
off the gas boom in northwestern New Mexico, Colorado and 
Utah. Since then have been working in Texas and the Arkansas 
Valley area of northwestern Arkansas, where we are now drill­
ing a wildcat. In the interim have releived myself of the 
great Harold Byrd, he still owns stock in two of my companies
but has been demoted from president to just plain stockholder, 
and most of my business is without his valuable ser,rees. It 
sure is a relief. 

I am sure that you remember E.G. Kinsbery of 
Austin , who used to own a hotel there. He and I have develop­
ed a rather prosperous light weight aggregate business, to­
gether with a number of light weight concrete block and pipe
plants over the state. Our material went into the Republic 
National Bank and Southland Life Building here. We saved the 
Republic a million dollars of its steel cost alone, and its 
insulating properties causes a constant lowering of the cost 
of operating the air conditioning units in the building. 

With my kindest and best regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

( 

Jack Frost 

JF:ms 
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Dear Mr . Frost.a 

Charles was dollgbted to receive your ·good letter 
of July 22nd aad read everrlftf•rd of It to blmaelf 
which la unusual · those da71 as be baa loag 1tace •••• 
i\ elear \ha\ be did not wa ■ t to be bothered with 
■ all aad \bat 1 wa1 to handle it for bi■ ! Dut this 
wa1 different aad ameng \he few whtcb co ■• in which 
1 mak• exceptioaa \o hia rule knowing \hat it •111 be 
a pleaaure to hlm . 

He 1, far from well . He haa nothing we caa give a 
•••• to - Jua\ little streagtb or energy . Thia la 
hard for thoae who knew bl• ia tbe pa1t 1 to realize 
but-• bwrned up 10 mwch energy for 10 long that l 
a~jpo1e it has Just giwen out . 

• have put this place on the market for 1311 and 
kope to move in io •••bingtoa , D. C. around N veaber 
fir1\ . MJ Job ln ~ddltion to the uaual dYtiea of 
a he~•••lfe , la belay re1ldeot of Yblic . eltare 
Fouadailoa , Inc . whlcb Cbarlea ae, up while be was 
1\111 actl•• • ~bl1 baa grown lato 1o ■ etblng wbleh 
ne loager can be ef.ficieatly. run 01a\ bere in the 
countrJ , •• the ■ ov• 11 iadicated because of tbe 
Fouada&1on work , aad also because this place is too 
large for ua aad ■ ake1 no ;eu1e econlmicallJ for two 
people . So 11 you are lu aablngtoa , D. C. anJ ti•• 
after , ovember firat , 1 hope we can••• you at 
3242 Woedl nd Drive , N•• 

Jell• •••• the ne,upaper la Clearwater , rlorida . ,They 
bawe ·JMat bougbt • bou1e wbicb 11 being remedelled 
but tbelr ~r•aen\ addr••• 111 305 Spring Court or 
\be •••Jpaper will always reacb bia-Tbe Cle~r•ater 
s~n. Hit••• • Joha i . Jr . la ■ arrted a ■ d baa \wo 
cbildren which lake1 tbarl•• aad •• (17athelically)
Great- graadparent1 . 

All good wl•~•• and do get in touch 10 ■• tl•• • 

Sincerely , 

Ir . Jack Frost 



••.,•• , 10, 1960 

Charle• was deligbted to receive your good letter 
of July 22ad aacl read e•erJ111ford of ii to bl111ell 
which 11 unusual the1e days•• be baM long alnce ■ ad• 
1\ elear \ha\ ho did not waat to be boibered •ltb 
mall and that I waa to handle 11 for hi ■ ! Du\ tbl1 
wa1 different aad aweng the few which ce ■• ln whlcb 
1 make exceplion, to hla rule knowing \ha\ it •111 be 
a pleaaure to him. 

He ia far from well. He baa otbing we can give a 
name to - Ju1t little strength or energJ. Thia 11 
hard for t~oae who kaew bi• ia tbe pail, to realiae · 
but he burned up ao •~ch energy for 10 long that 1 
auppo ·e it has Jyst given out. 

e ~ave put tbia place en the market tor sale aad 
bo e to move in to asbiagton, D.c. aroyad H veaber 
-firat . My Job 1a addition to the uaual dYt1ea of 
a bouaewlle, ii belay Pre1ldeni of ublic •elfar• 
Fouadaiioo, lac . whicb Charle• aet up wblle he••• 
1\111 acllve. Thia baa Qro•• into 1o ■ etblng •ble~ 
no lo•u•r caa be elficieAtly ruD out here 1D Ike 
couatrJ, •• tbe aov• 11 indicated becauae of tbe 
Foundation work , aao alao because this ~lace ls loo 
large tor ua aad ■ akes no ieo1e econlalcallr for two 
people. 5o 1f you are lo aabiagtoa , D. C. aDJ ti•• 
after rovember ttr1t, 1 hope•• can see you at 
3242 Woodl ad Drive, N.w . 

John own, tbe ••••paper ia Clearwater , flori4a. TbeJ 
bave Just bought a bouae wblcb 11 being r•••delled 
but tbe1r #reaeat addre11 Isa 305 S~rlag Court or 
tbe ne•fpaper will always reacb bi ■ -Tbe Cle,rwater 
Sun. ffl1 son, Joba a. Jr . 11 ■ arried aad baa two 
cbildren ■ blch Makes ~barl•• a ■d me (1yntbetleall1) 
Grea&-gra ■ dparenta. 

All good wl1he1 aad do get la toucb 10 ■• tl••• 

Sincerely, 

Mr . Jack Fros, 



Ir . Beast•• Harte, 
Saa tit St11dard-Tlae1, 
S11 la91l•~ T1111 

Dear He11\11: 

!11:9 ae,e ,, 1•• is long 1Yet-d1e. c,1,les las ple11ed ,, •••• 711,
arliclt •• lbe Prt1ld11& - lld , •• 1111 be 11,erested ,. tno• \bit 
we kad 1lre1d7 see■ 1, 11 it 111 carried la oat Tsscalotsa News . It 
••d also read ti i•• d11tb tf lilllrd c.,, wlllcll was a great sllect 
to y11 and 1orr11 &10. I kad neYer a,, •1 ■ la,,, days ••e• c,arles
and I went to Texas , bal from ,1s bt&•v••p~s 11d what 1 ,ave read 
of Um, lat lll' ll1Ye late ■ • UH persea . 

Ckarles ls,,,,, t,e 111e as -e• Jtl saw bi■ • els watchiag t•• 
Prest .e t 11u1 1reu 1.. terest . I ~ne ~ee■ Yery ••• ple11••• 11 
~•• CJa1rJe1, at a side ti bis cbar1ct1r •••e~ people ■ 17 10, t•••· 
Be r•••••rs itaese ••• bne belptd 11■ 11••1 i•• ••J• ne first 
S11d1y .,,., Presldtlt ltlltd •s f11e,11 • •• the IIJ ,. cb,,e.. 
Lya • 11 t•e entire fa 17 1&1pped ~, &t see as. He r,1,ed 11 
and stairs ■ llere Claarles was ltelng ressed 11d ••n••• gave Iii ■ a 
~l b and sal ~e bad te see •1 to tell •1 ■ be t1e1 •• would ■ ot 
••••ere•• ts ltd17 were it net fer ••rles. Tbls is not tr1e - as 
t~tre •••• •••a ot,ers •II• hYt belpe• 11d tt could not llave la1pp11ed
••l•ss .be hl ■ stlf ,ad ••11111 • at it was a nice 11stnre 11d· •• 
eaat it . ne 1Jse stepped by with Lady•trd t• wts• c,arles a appy

Blrt•day 01 t•e ••1 ntt long ago. I lite peeple t, t now t•ls 11 It 
11dlc1te1 soaet~lng la kls c,a,1cte1 w,1c, ls 1delr1ble. 

o,, ,,.,,..,. ,. 1•• lld it 1s always gMd u 1111, fro ■ 701 . 

Sl ■ cerelJ, 

CJ11dl1 H. lars, 

\ 

\ 
\ 
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20 Thunday, ~ec. 26, 1~63 ····THE TUSCA.LOOSA NEWS . 

A' Friend's Ap/JraiS~r :· -,~: ':.:..~,i:~::~"-::~::"·- ~:· ,., ..•,;~~►~: ~~.r 

:: Johnson -~ 'Perfectionist, 
,_ Knows'',·-Value Of .; DOiiar:·':: 

(F..:DITOR'~ :\'OTE: Houston Hartt:, .'~ longtime close friend of 'I had to reply tha~ Lyndon . ment. 
Pr~sidP·ot Johnson, was. asked by the North _American Newspaper Johnson is without an equal in He appraised himself better 
Alliance for an appraisal of the Texan who now leads the nation. a room ·with 10 to 20 people than anyone else. He said: '"I
Mr.. Harte is chairman of the boa1:d of The Standard-Times and trying to solve a crucial prob- · am a free man, an American · •
b president of Harte-Hanks & Co., which publishes The San lem. He takes charge in such a United States senator, and ~- ·.
Antlnio · Express-News, The Corpus Christi Caller-Times, Abilene a situation in a manner that Democrat, in that ·order. 1
Reporter-News, Big Spring Herald Dei-ison Herald, Gret>nville . . ' . . is not · equalled by anyone I "I am also a' liberal, a con- 1,Herald-Banner, )larshaU · News M_essenger, and Pais News•. The 

have seen in action. He knows servative, a Texan, a tax- ./appraisal, distributed nationally by the AJliance, with a San 
the facts involved and no one payer, a rancher, _a business­Angelo dateline, follows.) · 
can present them in any more man, a consumer, a parent, a I 

By HOUSTON HARTE· . be accused of doing things he· .. convincing manner. If you are. voter _and not as young as I . I 
.Written For The North knew nothing about. I trust he · fortunat~ enough to present a :· used to be nor as old as I ex­

A~erican Newspaper Alliance · will be able to laugh at those matter to the President, do · pect to be - and I am all 
Let's start with a platitude. · who criticize him justly or un- , your _homework. Know your · th_ese things in no.fixed order.. · 

:Platitudes often are distilled justly. It will' make life easier fa_cts. ~e· will know his and "I am unaware of any de­
wisdom. To learn the value of ·for him and I fear there is lit- will know h o w to present scriptive word in .the second 
a ct.ollar, a man must wo~k tie that is easy about the of- them. _ paragraph which :.qualifies 
for -'dt. Lyndon Johnson .has fice of President of _the United .... Iri past elections his·liberal- modifies, amends or'is. reia.ted' ' 
leatned that lesson . . · ·· States;·, ··· · . • . , . ism .has been the issue he had by ,.hyphenation to. the terms 

r,his is a personal apiraisal. Driving away from Capitol . to overcome. His opponents listed in the first paragraph. 
To/·make it personal, I met Hill following his joint speech pictured him as far to the left In. consequence,. I am not able 
Lyl'jdon Johnson in the '30s. . to Congress, every one in the of center. ·He entered the Con~ :-:--11oreve_n th~. least, interested 
I had gone to Washington .--. car in 'Yhich I .rode praised · gress··. in 1937 as a flaming !in trying - t~. define my polit­
seeking a community loan. · his speech. New Dealer~ The -oil men of }car phifosophy by the choice 
Dollars were scarce in West And it .was, a wonderful this state fight him because 'of .a one-word or two-word la­
Texas in those days. So 'were speech. One man asked if I he is for c i v i 1 rights. The bel. This may be against the ·, 
hotel rooms in Washington. I did not think' it was the best northern liberals fight him be- itide, but, . if so, the choice •is 
ended up on a cot in a. one- speech he ever had. made.- .J cat1se t~e~ think he is a friend.. deliberatet . . .•' ..., i , ~ I 

rooin apartment. · said no, I have heard him of the 011 mdustry. Yet he has ·:· Writers have attributed 
There were three other. cots make a dozen better speech- done more .for both .than any .many_,qualities to him in the · 

in the room. On orie was Ar• es. ·All wanted to know where m~n in the executive or legis- milllons of- ::· ~ords? printed ': 
. thur Perry, who was Sen. Tom and when. lat1ve branch of our govern- si~ce Nov. 22. Perhaps·anoth- · 
Corfoally's secretary. ·. Until 
Noll. 22, he was Lyndon John­
son·'s executive assistant. He'll 
be 'in the White House office. 
On .:another was Congressman 
E.,.,~ing Thomason's secretary, · 
Bob Jackson. He is now editor 
of ::~ur newspaper in Corpus 
Christi. Congressman Rich- · 
ard. Kleberg's secretary, Lyn­
don Johnson, was on the third. 
\Vl1en four men are on ad-
joining cots, they just natur-
ally get to know each ·other. 

You don't get the story .of 
e. man's ·life in one night. But 
you do start a · friendship. •· 
Over the succeeding years·, 
Lvndon Johnson and I became 
fri~nds. I learned he had 
worked as hard to achieve his 
place in-life as any man you'l! 
ever meet. He labored on a 
ro~d gang as a boy. 0~ a rock._-. ~ . L:.~ 
str.ewn family . Hill co·untry · / i:
farm he helped make ''.t.h e. . . 
crop." He sought. and g9t · a 
job as a janitor to-pay .for his 
education. All these ·jobs,- · he- \ · }\ 
.J;rt... .well.. J;>,:arfecti<m "w. ai-;h_is.f ': '. .. -~ ."' 

' T ·.: .-, ,j 'W ., :;·'.:~ ····-"\. 
. ·:- '10'fi.-'~ . . '\.~ .. .. 

. .... ; 
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<--: :sto;ties· hav~-been· told ~an~.,.sv 
'L) 

' time~ since that black F~_i<i~y,;_J 
Nov. 22, 1963. · ~ _: ·' ) 

· But the facts also refl~d a t 
pattern · of thought. .,Lyndon l ;I .J.· .

Johnson knows the value of a 1 

dollar, whether it be his own ! 
or·~· the taxpayer's. It should I 
suq,rise no one that one .of his 
first official acts was to ask 
departments of government to 
reapp1·aise their · budgets. · 
Pr~sident _Johns9~ 1 _ip . pladng . 

. his ranch :and personal prop-· 
· erty;in the: hands~of trus.tees, ~­
. included a·{ proviso · that -trus-· 

tees.may ,.-not apply· ~or _any 
federal farm land or land suo­
sidy under any circumstances. · 

This simply reflected the 
Pr:esident's basic philosophy. 

. That philosophy also is reflect­ Jed·;. I believe, in the success 
of Mrs. Johnson's enterprises 
in ···.the radi·o and television 
fields. It detracts··. nothing 
from her astute management 
of ,those properties to say :that 
she looked to her hushand ·for 
advice. It is my strong con-

\ vi~Uon that the economic con­
servatism of this man will be 
reflected, as well, 1 in the:.con-

. duct of our government-: Next· 
·to·:his .lovely wife, his love of 
the .United States of America·./ 
comes second. He wants our 
.nation to operate in the black 

.. just_like any other ·ente.rprise 
that feels the-LBJ touch. · 

. ~s a newspaperman and as 
! a friend, I have .watched Lyn­
. don Johnson · since ·. his first 

election as congressm~u from 
the district which adjoins ours 

J to)he south. . .· 
I, have differed·· with him, 

but ·have found no fundamen- -
tat· conflict between his inter- . 
·ests and my' interests..;.:.. which · 
are the interests of.· our ·. busi­
n~sses·, our state ·· ..and . 01.1r · 
co~n try. ·· =· · 

Our n e.w President has 
shortcomings, as do ~all men. 
He: drives his staff too hard. 
Th~y ·love him and have seen 
him right so often they just 
ca~'t think anything he wants 
done is · impossible. Hours 
m~an nothing ·to him. They 
realize hours must mean 
nothing to them. A staff mem-
ber who can work for a year 
for: Lyndon Johnson can .stand 
any gaff. 

·The big, tall, thin man from 
the -rough Hill Country or Tex­
as :. is supet· • sensitive. He is 
thin skinned on personal criti­
cism. He knows it and I have 
fert he tries not to show this 
breach in his armor but it is 
going to·be a task for a man 
titting in the highest seat in 
the nation where everyone can 
take a pot shot at him. He will 

https://an~.,.sv
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' .... 

President' Ly ~don
l' , ~ ... , i, . _ . . ~.1 • •., . ..,_ 

I-already has said this, -- but ,..:equalled. He never gives up. 
~- me, _his most :! admirable .•··1 ·ms enduranci .has put many · 
1it is: b~fore he_ e~b~rks on 8 y~~nger ma~ to shame.~ . 
course of action,· Lyndon t-:: • • 

hnson thinks .it out in ad• ·.' : Do not get ·t~e idea that we 
nee~. He· weighs the advan• ~·regard the Pre_sident as a su-
~es .~against the disadvan• · perman. I have also seen him 
~es;• . He decides what .• he . 'in darker moments, moments . 
all do in every ·contingency ,··when he has · those · same 
1ich cari be plotted in ad- doubts and fears that plague 
nee. Then he goes to -_work all .of us. But he doesn't linger 
th a · vitality, a ... tenacity, ·in the ·depths. After he lost the 
lt I ._have n~ver ·: seen nomination in Los Angeles, 

cc r 

. the Kennedys had to ask Mrs. 
Johnson to wake him up at '· 
8 a.m. the morning after. A 
set-back is a challenge. -~. ,... ·,,. . . . ~ . 

His determmattcin _was nev- J, 
er more clearly demonstrated • 

.,.,than when he suffered a near-
, fatal . heart attack. Rather 
. than ·bemoan .' his fate, John_. 
."sori obtained the best scientif~· 

_: id~.·a~vice he 'could find , Ollc· 
:,_ how to make a cpmeback, set ~ 

himself a regimen w h i c h 
many lesser men have failed . 
to follow - to their own and. 

.' their family's sorrow. ·Today ·. 
·the doctors tell us no trace ·re-
; µiains of . that attack. ·• .: 
·•~_;, Many of us (eel ·the only 
·thing the nation needs to fear 
is that the magnitude of the 
job to which he was catapult• 

.ed is such a killer he might_ I 

· -work himself to d·eatti· while .-. 
. he )rt~~~; to . do everything . at . 
once. in .his. own perfectionist

,,_sf\·le; 'i':{ ; . ·:.- .. -~ ·. :{ ; ·.: 
-~ J ?rh·e~e ,are . pers'on'~l . impres• 

sions, with no attempt· to cata­
log the man's life _or. character 

;. ~Lthat: ·.~has", been · thoroughly 
'and adequately done by ·many 
.others. At ,the risk of being 
• repetitive, . this conclusion: 

·. ·From the days when he was 
a·barefoot boy in the Texas 
hills, Lrndon B. Johnson has 
made ·his own way. He ·knows 
how hard a dollar is to make 
and how easy it is to spend. In 
that respect, he is in close 
kinship with 95 per cent of the 
people of these United States. 
And it is my .conviction that 
his basic training and philoso-
phy will be profitable to our 
nation in the days ahead. 



~ alilmr .Btportn-.ftlUIS MARSHALL NEWS MESSENGER 

BIG SPRING DAILY HERALD ~parta~Ntlll.6 
~,l.....Qialln-iimtS SAN ANGELO STANDARD-TIMES 

lbt ltniton •trald GREENVILLE HERALD-BANNER 

ton.Anlniot1qtffff ••• NEWS , 

TE~_.. 
P. 0. Bor 5111 

April 13, 1964 

Dear Glaudia: 

I will try and get out to see you and Charles on 
Friday, April 24, at a few minutes after 5 :00 p. m. 
in the afternoon. 

I will ask the cab to wait and will thus limit my 
visit to not more than 15 minutes. 

It is wonderful The President does not forget 
his old and true friends like Charles. 

I will call before I come. I am glad I am to 
see you. 

JSincere~-~-•--

Mrs. Charles Marsh 
3242 Woodland Drive 
Washington 8, D. C. 



~ ~biltnt ~-.fttttls MARSHALL NEWS MESSENGER 

BIG SPRING DAILY HERALD 11:!)t pnria~Ntlll8 

i1Jt'-,u~-4alln,iimes SAN ANGELO STANDARD-TIMES 

lbt lmiton 1ttrald GREENVILLE HERALD-BANNER 

§;onJldnioCbpffff ... NEWS 

HARTE - HANK.8 & COMPANY• 8AN ANGELO 

TEX.A• 

P. 0. Bo:r 5111 

September 8, 1964 

Dear Claudia: 

Thank you for sending me your note about 
Charles. It is about as I feared when I left your 
house last April that I had seen him for the last 
time. 

I hope you will keep me informed. Charlie 
introduced me to Herman. I always thought of them 
together. 

I hope you are well. I know you have done 
all you could and will continue to do what you can. 

Sincerely, ) 

J~tlfuH~-: '5 

Mrs. Charles E. Marsh 
3242 Woodland Drive, N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 



Stpteae, 3, 196' 

Dear Re11t1a: 

I tno■ 1•• are tlllnt1D1 of Cllarles Hcl l llll ,. Hid JOI I Ult 

to 1cc1r1,ely glYe yea his ctadltl•• • I •• sortJ thal there bas been 

pu~llcltJ ■ bleb Ir ti ls ,••,,.,•• bit •••••••••• called I totd 

•••Y tl ■tl 11d desplle 11ting not tt ~ne &bis, it see■ s ,, •••e ge\te1 

nt of la11d. 

c,ar111 bas Ileen 1 t•• bospUal fe r ner four weeks. lie ls la 

nt pala, sletplng q1leUJ but 11117 win llrlef and nre ts of co -

sc111sness • aad eYea wlaea ,1s .1111 are 1pe■ J do1bt t•n lie ls new 
..•f: 

11tcl aware tf •••se voice or face ls &here. lt ls sad, bit as lie ls 

10& nfftria f el wt~••• ihat lt e tba f1l r,, and ~ope lt will 

be Just a ■ atter of s11pplag 1■ 17. 

J •ave th111lt so o 111 of Derma■ an hew fiae it was to go se 

q1lctl7 - t•••t• it was ,,rd at,,, time for bis friends 11d la i ly. 

AffecUtaatt greeUn91 It yon. Teu lla•e beea • 900 f rlead. 

StneertlJ, 

• He■sioa Dartt, 
925 le teci to DriYt, 
San Aagtlo, Texas 



~ a:1a1mt 1\tporttr-j}t\us MARSHALL NEWS MESSENGER 

BIG SPRING DAILY HERALD l'f)t purtal;i) !itlU 

..,..~-4alln,iinus SAN ANGEW STANDARD-llMES 

Sbt lmi,on •trald GREENVILLE HERALD-BANNER 

titu.Antnio~qms m NEWS 

HARTE - HANK.8 _. ~OMPANY • MAN ANGELO 

TEX. A. • 

P. 0 . Boz5JJJ 

November 5, 1964 

Dear Claudia: 

I hope Charlie was able to understand what 
happened Tuesday. If there is anyone in the 
world to whom The President owes a debt it is 
Charlie. 

He should know that Charles, Jr., put up 
the money and directed the work that resulted 
in the defeat of Ed Foreman. 

Sincerely,

J
H~~ston &~ - { 

Mrs. Charles E. Marsh 
3242 Woodland Drive, N. w. 
Washing ton, D. C. 



November 5, 1964 

TEXA.• 

P. 0. Bo:r 5111 

Dear Charlie: 

I wuat to C011Srat_ulate Y® and Claud W. Browa 
for ha'rill& put White across . I th1ak the defeat of 
Alaer and l"'oreJnUl waa one of the anat c pllab• 
meata of the election. It Jut ahowa what work aad 
m y will do whea applied to a 100d cauae . 

We are thenk(w lor the help you ,gave WI here. 
We cerlalaly bad a 1ood caadidate. e could not 

· have doae it wltho11t him. 

Sincerely, 

Hou• ton Harte 

Mr . Charle• W.•11, Jr . 
CbaDcellor Buildia& 
Mlclland. Texaa 



Nn•ber 10, 196' 

· D11r 1nst11: 

n ■ as 10141 to btar fro ■ 1••• I a■ nrt tllat all Q1rlt1' frl1nd1 
were lblattag of hi■ 114 t111 hi ■ pleased•• wo1ld '••• beet •1 lbe 
res ■lt oft•• elecll•• • I la,e tried i, ltll ,1a • sl1wl7 114 
1Japl1 - ,~,, Lr.don ••d ~een •••• Pr1114111 •1 elec&t••• I ~nt 
••, beu 11ft &., •• IDdtrst••· • bat l ••P• k• did • 

•• btYt all bee ■ dellgl&ed ,••• lbal Cllarles Jr's •••• a1c••·· ••,,•• 
••a bis ,a,iJ,. ••ea c,a,111 ••• bere ,, was workl ■ t s1 bard 01 
,11_11. 1 seat bl ■ I as .... IS Oe ••,.,,1,,,..• tf co11r ■ ,1hU01 
ce ■ e WIS cerula. I ..., •••,, ■ICII lbal Claarles •111 CHUIH Ua 
laterest 11 tbe ptlltical sceae. r,, 11111 ••• 1111 ~• ,,, oaes 
,. get lkl1g1 la~.,,.,,••, ••• , ISIJ lD t•ts COID\fJ bl& all OYtf 
llat world. 

r,are Js 1o&bl19 ,, repor& 01 C~arles 11111,. Tbe itcltr 1ss1r11 
IS tkai ~- ls II •• ,,11 lld I,.,. ke 11 DO&,•• tfltl aware tf 
Us nrr1aneU1g1 ltec1ase I 1011d ••it ,, Ill•• bi■ 11Uerl1g ■eatallJ . 

s11c1r1lJ, 

Ch14la II. larsll 

• 011 lo ■ Har&t , 
P•• ha 5111 1 

S11 Aa9tl1, T1s11 



·.~ ~ ·l-'IN'; 
Hugh Morgan . 
El f>a~o Times 
P .o.. Box 20 
El Paso, Tex a s 

Mrs. Charles 1'-farsh 
3242 Woodl and Drive NW 
Wa shing ton, D.C. 

De ar Mrs. Marsh; 

With Mr. Ho·uston H rte 1 s permis s ion, .I am writing a 
master's thesis a bout his life. I wonder · lf you would be 
so kind a s ta verify some of Mr. Ht:Lrte 1 s _ccounts and to 
provide any additiona l information which you believe sho uld 
be included. 

Foll owing is some of the i nf ormation I h ave obt · 1 ined: 

nHanks and Harte me t with Ch arl es Marsh of Austin and E. ~.,..S 
Fentres s of Waco a t the Adolph~s Hotel in D ll a s in Octob er 
1929 and pl an s were putlined to a cquire t h e Corpus Chri s ti 
Caller ~nd merge it with the Times. 

"Under t h e agreement if Marsh and Fentres s wo uld purch ase 
the. C,s.ller from Ra y Miller an d the Henriett a. King Es t a te, the 
p apers would be combined a nd e · ch firm would ha ve half-interest 
in a morning-evening co mbin a t i on. 

"The initi al agre ement, howev e r, did not p rove 
fin ancially s a tisf dctory for Harte a nd Hanks. 1 We h ad foolishly 
agreed to comb ine the two p ap ers a t cost. Ma.rsh pai d $259,000 
for the Caller~

l_l 
which woul d ha ve sc a red u s to d_e dth)' H· rte 

rec al l ed. The imes h ad b e en purch d s ed by Harte a nd Hanks 
for $75,000. 11 (Mrs. M rsh, I do not und.e rst ,.Hld this t r ans cction 

nd how Harte and Hanks lost money.) 

11 A comp any., Texas Newsp .-.o.pers Inc._ w s org ani zed and it 
held the stock of not only the Corpus Christi p pers but t he 
H~rte-Hanks Harlin,s e n St a r , nd. P ris News and t he M:a.r sh-Fentrtss 
Brownsville Her ald and · Tex ark n a. .Press. H' rte-Hanks g ave an 
a dditional $35,000 to Ma r sh and Fentrt.s ~) for h ~lf their , 
investment in the physic al equi pment i n the Texark nna Press e_/ 

non Nov. 13, 1929, the New Call e r Publishing Co. was 
reorg anized into The Caller-Time s Pub lishing: ea. 

11 The joint ventu re i n.Tex a s Newsp ape r s Inc. a t a time of 
fin anci al crisis for the co untry, did not prove pro fit able for 
the four owne rs. So on Jv'.f ny 30, 1932 a t Wa c0,, Harte and Hanks 
met with Marsh and Fen tr~tJS and di s s olved the p rtnersh i p . 



. ge 

H2rte-H · nks rece ive d t he C 1 e r - Ti me ' nd the · r i s ~Jws 
rd Ivhrsh-F1entres s oo .comtro l o f t he 1pe r s i n Tex ci. r n , 

.1. Ll. rl i _en ctl1 oW,PJJV i l - • c;1.rte- s d. l so ._ _re e t o a the 
fi n al $6 ,OO t o Ffffy Mi er . 

rte r ec ~lle 'Ther e r e n o hurt f e lin s . o o e 
1 i d · yo our roubl e an one ' s f - ilure . d l e ft the 
mee ti ng ood f riends ·..n wi th · wh0lr->some for ..-a.c 
_.ot he r . c an wit _ c rt a i n t t i s f o ;t e rn r r s we l l a. S 
'f or ID'" s elf. , 11 

s . " rs h , so l e r n e a out M • Harte ' .s pure 1 s e o f 
2584 sh· re s of to ck in t e i d it F · l s Ti mes . __m, ver , I __. 
am l · ckin, -in ome d ·' te s · nd ot her de t , il s . I believe t his .,---~ 

s · b o 1 t -~one-t ir interes t in t he i ic i t a .F\ 11 s p a- er. f>Jt:;:/.., 
Mr . ""arte s ~i d t h _tt M:ir sh · nd Fent res s dis s olve t he ir 

r t ne r s i p i n 1947 and M r sh re ceive d t he , 584 s ' re s of 
stock in t h Times Publ i s h i n ts Co . of · ichit a F ·-lls whic 

ub l i s hed t he Wich i t a F al ls 1I1i mes a n a tta cor·a News . 

Mr . H· rte s i d t h dt ye ar he went t o Mr . M rs h ' s a rtme n t 
on 90 t h Stree t i n New York O At b re d.k f st , I•I · r s h s ciid he w ~-nt e 
to s ell t he sh , res to Harte for $600 , 000 . H' rte · nswer d tha t 
~ i s · rtne r H..-.nk s woul c no t e · n t e r s t d i n ayin 

0 
f or j us t 

· t hird-interest . Ten H· rte s ~i t h e most t ey woul . o woul 
e J450, 000 . It ,. s - four o f fi ve c o rse r e f a s t . Fin 11 , 

II IM r sh s · i d 1 n ow wh ;.;1_ t yo me an , T e r i ce is $500 , 00 0 i f 
i t is · re e ' bl e o ~nk . 

H· r t e M~rs h sho l d t ~ow5 i n n ex u i s ·te , 
anti qu e l ove . th en ou r e u ') se d to 
from a nothe r ro m. Th · t elon s to me . u r1 to 
t -1k · rte out · · i ng the 1 o v s ct. t , but .9-r t e 1, u d 
no t r e tr e ' t . 

o t e ~Q' re em n t m de . t '..li ne I:_inks perm i s.s i on . 
0ne-th i r , s a i i n and t ·, %5 · e r c en t i n t e r 0 s t 

~ s f) •. i t · m n :- t e Cap i to B8.JlI(.,Jl~ ..~tin~ I°~;.. 
w.: ,. t re a sure r o f u lie 1 elf e mn/ "wnicn ~ en ow F~ 
b Ma r s • But the l ove s e a t ~ a s s l ow i n e Lng sent t o i ~rte . 

~ rte s ~ i d l' ,- r s _ sent him either t o Rus s ell d. int i nG s 
o r two Remi naton -· i n tings to t a e i n lieu oft e l ov se a t . 
H rte di _ th e a i ntinps rere worth a out$ 5 , 000 . ~rte s a i 
he r e tu rre d the p i nt in s and a s_ ed f or the l ove se a t . Then 
M rsh hon ed · nd ~i he woul a ck t 1 v se ~t . H rte 
fi n ' ll rece ive d it ~nd it i s i n h i s home ·dt r esen t . 

l\/ 
1"1 rsh I -r.Toul a 1 r eci· a te · y i· nfo r ma t ion o coul d 1·. r s • 1 , vv _ _ 

er i e me . 

https://permis.si


••1 25 , 1965 

Ir. e,,, 11,,,..,
t•e El P1s1 l ■ es, 
P. O. Btl 20, 
ll .... ftUI 

I n 11rry I-er ll11 dtl17 ln repl7l11 to 111, letter bat ay •as bee ■ 
a reallJ ,,c11c ■eat~ . I btlieYe t~e ~es& ••1 is fer ae te t1t1 ap
11c, ptl■ & la trder. 

I did 11, know Ir. 1,1, anti! around 1,,1 s• am 101 &et fa ■111ar on 
d1hil1 of bis 1ewsp1per opera&lon witb r. J.s. Fe1tress - exctpl 1s
•••nay. I sb11ld l■ •tlnt yeu ••al get ■ore 1cc1r1tt inf1m1tlo1 •= 
ih111 early daJs fro ■ Dario ■ Featress or 11■ 1 (If any left) of his 
1116cl1ies 11111 •ltb ,,, er111lutlo1 or ••a ••1 t ■•• bot• r. ars, 
and • Bari,. 

I,,.....,,.,, 1r1er r . arsb sold bis lateres& 11 tbe Feairess 
ars, rews,aptrs, lac. , be still owatd t•e Preferre• sbare, la 1cbita 

r,111 . did ••, •• t lo ,old on lo tbe ■ lld Sold the■,, ,, Barte. 
I ••11 , ....~., lbt lucldent 11 •• ''" • '''"' ll WIS n,, a fear.,
fl•e coarse br11tt11t! It••• •~at r. lars• 111d te call I br11c•.t•• ltYI seal WIS dtflnltely ■ lot,,,, , ••, •• ·••Id glYe 1171,111 
1111 ,,a,•• fell aoeeone else wanted. I was really teasl .g ••• ~•­
c111e <1•••1• I••• 11tr1■111 fon ,r lt 11 It ls an n11sa1ll7 flat 
piece) ,us llad hppt11d ta •e before on other tU gs - bit ef coarse
•• ··••1• rtpl1c1d wbatl'ftP ~.,••• .•••,of •••••,,. St ■ttbilt ....11,
t••4 If not ,,ittr. D1& tbls p1rllc1l1r piece ls ao, e117 tt r1pl111 
11 tbey art rare . 117■17 - I 1••• 1p 101 ,,, 11111111d I glad lt 
,., glvea pleas,,,,. , . Harte . n,,. WII DtYer IDJllllg .~••, t•• 
p1latl1g1 711 meatltatd ~ec111e r. ars• aner •t•'• r owaecl 117 
bJ t,e 1,111,11•• ■ en&l•• • 81 17 kaYt said to Ir. Harte ,,at 11 •• 
c,11• no, Ila anotbtr l••• 111& co 1r1,11 tt ,,e one ia q1estio1, h1 
wo1ld try &o flad t•• Rnlngtoa or k1ssell palntl ■ gs • •at \bls ••• 
ane, dtne . It ■1si ~••e been so ■ eene else. 

, •• s,,,...., la,.,.,. ll , •• plylltlt fer,, •••••• ,•• of S&tct 11 I 
ta••· la1cc1,1t1 lld I ,1.,1, ••••, baYt , ••• ,.gt bact 1,,. tlt 
files •f lkt c,,1,,1 1ti111l Baat ti C~tct Ibis . I,,.,.,.,. 11111st
t,a, ,•• le••· Oil,••,,.,,. It ltS ••, .,•• r1lq11t te .,a, 1•• 
are d1i11 la 117 case. 

Ir. Dar,, came,, see 1,. Mars• seYer1l ti■ es here la 111bl11tea • after 
,, became 111 - 11d lt was 1 1r11, pleasure fer -1■ to see 1,1s old 
f rlead . 



I n t 01 i a& I kne 117 ••r d tans • icll mlgta& be ,e1,r1, 
bat U I can t ilk of ••,. I •111 let Jtl ta••· 

Siacerely, 

rs. C arlts E. lars• 



~ ffiilmr ~-1},ms MARSHALL NEWS MESSENGER 

BIG SPRING DAILY HERALD SJ)e pari!I~ Jftlnl 
ilJr'-,-~l,r.iim,s SAN ANGELO STANDARD-TIMES 

laAatnioCfrpnu GREENVILLE HERALD-BANNER 

AND e-;,. NEws.a. lb, lmi,on •trald 

TEX.& ■ 

P. 0. Boz 5111 76902 

January 28, 1966 

Dear Claudia: 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter I wrote 
today to Wright Patman. I do not know what this 
Public Welfare Foundation case is about, but I 
feel sure it can be nothing but aggravation to you. 
I know Charlie was too smart to have done anything 
that did not comply with the law. 

I told young Charles on the telephone today 
that if there was anything I could do, I wanted all of 
you to call on me. 

~incerely, -­

Houston Harte 

Mrs. Charles E. Marsh 
3242 Woodland Drive, Northwest 
Washington, D. C. 



U:AH,TE - U:AN:...8 ~ ~O·~PANT ·• 8AN ANGwELO 

TEX.& ■ 

P. 0. Bo,r IJ JJ 

1966 

Th• AP • ry out of t a about tbe Public WeUa Fou atlon and Mr•. 
Charle• E. Marah waa a shock to Ille. 

1 w Chari • E . Mar•h fro the time I came to Texu ID 1920 u.mll he died la 
D•c••••r, 1964. Hart • Hanke and ah• l'entr••• were pa..,~·2'• la fou newe -
pa r• in thla atate for aeYe:ral year ■ la the arl 1J0'•• I am the y avvt r of 
thla fomeome. 

Ae you k , I 1r•• with your poal o on fo datlou and tax exem truta. 

I know IIDl~Ml of dut artlc ua of the cu • 'but I Mlleve t w ChUl • E . 
rah. I have •••n many of the •annal I'• rta of th• Public Welfare Fo atioa. 

Per it baa not n bl a aumb r of •••DI• to un,eatl ate and pu• on da . 
I did not under, dhow Chari • aacl Claudia Marah coql,4 do all the t • tb y &e • 

co labed la twelve Dl the . I did Imo the k• n JIICl&lldlll both were &bl• to exercl•• · 

Tba laat deal'" bad wlth C rl • E . ah WU tu p rcbaa• of the ab•• •tock 
la a Texae ne p r . We aar 4 on a DY1le11 of $500,000, aho hand• over lt and 
c plet the tr action 1ty , tu money to a ,r11at C rll• had aet up la an 
Autla bank for the eflt of aome hed•out C l bean flahermea who had loet 

ryth ln a burrl • 

Without any fac • I can un:aa1LM bow u u d •et 11p a iou~uioa. It wOQI COil• 
f rm to Texu law and the later Code . 1 pa yc,a will take a look at lt 
yGlll'Mlf. 

Charlie ah wa• • rt . H• wu h at. He waa orthodox. He wu a 10 
uaa. 

iacerely, 

Honorable Wrlaht Patman H aton Harte 
uh toa, D. C . 



-----s t'-1vl 

February 2. 1966 

Dear Nr~ Harte: 

Your letter of January 28th just reached us. Claudia 
is on vacation in Jamaica now but will write you peTsonalJy on 
her return, aid-February, but I want to iet this note off to 
you at once to thank you. on behalf of all the directors of the 
Foundation, for your kindn. ss and thoughtfulness in writing to 
Congressman Patman as you'd. Your last para1raph gave us a 
lift. Charles was indeed~ 111ood" man and in bis case, the 
100d he did lives after hi•. We work wcry hard to ad■ inister 
this . trust as he wished it and we are proud of the record of 
Foundation's achieveaents. 

The recent publicity emanating from Mr. Patman's Subcoaalttee 
for Foundation Study was merely a rehash of the case that has been 
peAdlng with the Internal ReYenue Senice for over nine years.
Ture are no new facts. no chaa1fng clrcu•.stances. In their 
revocation of our tax-exeapt status. the IRS listed a number of 
coaplaints. I believe all have been answered satisfactorily and 
caD be put aside to resolve the issue to just one legal and 
technical point: whether the inco ■e the Foundation receives in 

- rents fro• the three newsraper properties it owns can he regarded, 
as the Government contendsl as unrelated busi-ness iDco■e. · Fro• 
all I understand. rental income fro• real estate is blessed by 
the Revenue Service, yet rental income from newspaper leases is 
being questioned. That is the crux of the matter. The income 
fro■ these properties is bein1 used for ap~roved purposes -- there 
is . no question about that. T~e contest is over the very technical 
question of the law iavolYed. 

We agree with Mr. Patman that Jthe tax laws of the United 
States need rewriting. We have cooperated with his Co■•ittee and 
the RevenueService 1001; all our records and facilities have been 
open and available to the• fro• the beginning, because we believe 
we are in the right and are anxious to get the matter settled. The 
case has been on the docket for Tax Court for over a year and we 
expect so11e kind '· of settlement or decision this year. Personally, 
the only resentaent I fetl against MT. Pat ■ an•s Coaaittec is its 
use of such statements and adjectives as ttjust hroueht to light" 
or •'details ••• were unco•ere,t•• or "pTObe" Teveals, wlum the 
Foundation has been coapletely cooperative and all records have 
been open and public. 



Again, our thanks and warm reaards to you. 

Sincerely, 

Veronica leating,
Secretary-Treasurer 

Mr. Houston Harte, 
Harte-Hanks Newspapers Inc. 
San Anielo, Texas. 



PebruaTy 2, 1966 

Dear Jtr·. Harte: 

Your lett.er of January 28th just reached us. Claudia 
is on vacation in Jamaica now but will write you personally on 
her return, ■ id•P·ebruary, bat I want to 1•t this note off to 
you at once to thanl you, on behalf of all the directors of the 
Foundation, for your lind ss and tbou1htfulness in writina to 
Con1ressaan Pat■ an as you. i d. Tour last para1rapb gave us a 
lift. Charles was indeed a "1oa4" ■ an ud in his case, the 
100d he did liYes after hi•. We work yery hard to ~dainister 
this trust as he wished it and we ·are proud of the record of 
Foundation's achieveaents. 

The recent publicity emanating from Mr. Pat■an's SubcOlllllttee 
for Poundatlon Study was merely a rehash of the case that has heen 
pending with the Internal Rnenue Service for over Rine years. 
There are no nev facts. no chaaelng circUllstances. Io their .· 
revocation of our tu-exe■pt status. the IRS listed a nuaber of 
coaplaiats. l believe all have been auswered satisfactorily and 
can be _pu't aside to TesolYe the issue to just one legal and 
technlc•l point: whether the inco■e the Foundation receives ln 
rents fro• the three newspaper properties It owns can be regarded, 
as , the Covera■ent contendsl as unrelate4 business iacoae. fro• 
all I uaderstancl, rental incoae fro• real estate is blessed by 
the Rewenue Senice, yet · rental inco■e from newspaper leases is 
being q11estioned. That is the crux of the matter . Tbe incow.e 
froa these properties is being used for apy,roved purposes -- there 
is no question about that. The contest is oYer the Yery technical 
question ot the law lnYolYed. 

We agree with Mr. Pat■ an that the tax laws of the United 
States need rewriting. We have cooperated with his Co■■ ittee and 
the levenaeService 1081; all our records and facilities have been 
open and available to the■ fro■ the heginni•I• because we believe 
we are . in the ri1ht and are anxious to get the matter settled. The 
case has been on the docket for Tax Court for oTer a year and we 
expect soae kind of settle■ ent or decision this year. Personally, 
the onl1 resentaent I fetl a1atnst Mr. Pataan's Coaaittee is its 
use of such statements aad adjectives as Hjust brou1ht to 111ht~ 
or 11details ••• vere uncoYered.. oT "pnbe" reveals. when the 
FoundatioD has been coaplet ely cooperative and all records bave 
been open aad public. 



Again, our thanks and warm regard~ to you. 

Sincerely, 

Veronica Keating,
Secretary-Tr surer 

Mr. Houston Uarte, 
Uarte-llanks Newspapers Inc. 
San An,elo, Texas. 



February l&, 1966 

Dear Hou ■toni 

I am back froa J...ica and find the oorreepondence with 
you among the aail on ll!JN••k vaitln1 for ■y return. 

Trlppy'• letter gave you full detail• on our poeltlon 
vitb Con1reaaaan Pat■an eo I will not 10 into that. 

I can not tell you how much it ■eana to•• that you took 
the a-ouble to write to the Congreaaaan. We h••• all 
tried so hard over the Y•••• to operate the Foundation 
alon1 the lin•• of Charl••' vieh••• aa well•• accord­
in1 to the law■ of the oountry. In faet if one think• 
about it~ t doubt that there are aany Foundation• who 
are operated vith a ■ taff of two. And ve would h••• 
been able to ei,end •••tly aore for the welfare work had 
it not be.en. for th• probl..• arlain1 troa th• IIS and 
the Concre••••n who ■ haply do not under ■tand vhat to 
'th.. ia an unorthodox oraaaiaation. 

But aa you know, Charl•• was not one to operate ae other• 
do and waa alway• uaexpeoted in bia tbiakia1! 

But it 1• great thln1 to have had an old friend take 
an in'tereet in our cauae. II• have aade no appeal to uy­
one • we are eo certain in our own ainda that we aho\lld 
not t,e ~liaed. 

There i• no doubt th&t the whole field of Foundation• 
vlll ha•• to have• reorculaation . but we hope we will 
not find our••l••• in poaltion where the welfare work 
auffere. 

With all 1ood viahee and the hope that you will be thia 
way befoN too lon1, 

Sincerely, 

Claudia H. Marah 
Mr. Rouaton Barte, 




