


[l.Re 7044 would terminate thc life of the Corregidor-sataan lemorial
Commission unon completion of the work, or by May 6, 1967, whichever
is earlier.

we recommend anproval of the Dill as vroviding a satisfactory conclusion
to the efforts of the American and Philipninc governments to commemorate
the closc association of their neonles. :ot to apnrove the bill could
lead to bad feeling while aporoval would make a mositive contrihution to
continucd good relations,
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VETERANS ADMINISTRATION

OFFICE OF THE Al NISTRATOR OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

December 20, 1963

The Honorable

Kermit Gordon

Director, Bureau of the Budget
Washington, D, C,

Dear Mr, Gordon:

This is in reply to the request of Mr, Phill*~ S,
Hughes for a report on the enrolled enactment of H, R, 14,
88th Congress.

The bill would amend Public Law 193, 83rd r ss
(36 USC 426), which created the Corregidor-Bataan Me_._riai
Commission, to provide on Corregidor Island a memorial, as
prescribed in the bill, to the Philippine and Americ
soldiers, sailors and marines who lost their lives while
serving in the Pacific area during World War II,

The measure would authorize the appropri
the Veterans Administration of sums not to exceed
to carry out the purposes of the bill., In this co
you will recall that on October 4, 1963, we reques
appropriation of that amount in anticipation of th
enactment of H, R, 7044,

The Veterans Administration was not req
the Congress to render a report on H., R, 7044, H
although we were not soliciting this undertaking,
cated on page 3 of the report of the House Commit-
Foreign Affairs, we informally advised the Commit-
clearance with your office that we would not obje«
assuming such responsibility if the Congress so d¢
Copies of that Committee report, as well as the Senate
report which contain detailed background material on the
bill, (H. Rept, No, 691 and S. Rept. No, 783, 88th Cong.)
are enclosed for your information,






The Honorable Kermit Gordon

The basic issue underlying this legislation
appears to be of primary concern to the State Department
and the Corregidor-Bataan Memorial Commission, I assume,
therefore, you will request their recommendations as to
Presidential action on the bill,

Insofar as the Veterans Administration is con-
cerned, I have no objection to H, R, 7044, and accordingly
recommend that the President approve the bill,

Sincerely,

Sy

GLEASON, Jr.i
Administrato

Encls.
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88tH CONGRESS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES REPORT
13t Session No. 691

CORREGIDOR-BATAAN MEMORIAL COMMISSION

Avgust 19, 1963.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the
State of the Union and ordered to be printed

Mr. SeLDEN, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, submitted the
following

REPORT

[To accompany H.R. 7044]

The Committee on Foreign Affairs, to whom was referred the bill
(H.R. 7044) to amend Public Law 193, 83d Congress, relating to the
Corregidor-Bataan Memorial Commission, having considered the
same, report favorably thereon with an amendment and recommend
that the bill do pass.

The amendment is as follows:

On page 2, line 11, strike out “American Battle Monuments Com-
mission”” and insert in lieu thereof “Veterans’ Administration’’.

PURPOSE OF THE BILL

The purpose of the bill is to provide an authorization for an appro-
priation of $1,500,000 as the U.S. share of developing Corregidor
Island into & memorial site.

COMMITTEE ACTION

H.R. 7044 was introduced by Hon. Armistead I. Selden, Jr., and
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs on June 13, 1963. An
identical measure, H.R. 7103, was introducedl on the same date by
Hon. William S. Mailliard and referred to the committee. On June
20 the Subcommittee on the Far East and the Pacific considered
H.R. 7044 in executive session and ordered the bill favorably reported
to the full committee. On August 6 the full committee ordered the
bill favorably reported with an amendment.

99-006
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Fighty-tighth Congress of the Wnited States of merica

AT THE FIRST SESSION

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday, the ninth day of January,
one thousand nine hundred and sixty-three

2n Art

To amend Public Law 193, Eighty-third Congress. relating to the Corregidor-
Bataan Memorial Commission.

Be it enacted by the Senate und House of Representatives of the
United States of America in (longress assembled, That the Act entitled
“An Act to create a Commission to be known as the Corregidor-Bataan
Memorial Commission™ approved August 5, 1953 (67 Stat. 366), as
amended, is amended by iserting immediately after subparagraph
{h) the following new subparagraph:

“(1) The plans for the memorial shall include the following: Twin
flagpoles at a high point on Corregidor Island, illuminated at night,
from which the flags of the United States of America and the Republic
of the Philippines would fly; a suitable building, or buildings, for use
as an auditorium and tourist center; and a contiguous battlefield park
of appropriate size in which may be placed historical markers and
mementos of the Pacific phase of World War 11. For showing in the
auditorium and in other appropriate places, the United States may
participate in the preparation, in cooperation with the Philippine
authorities, of a documentary film commemorating the story of Bataan
and Corregidor, and other appropriate films of the Pacific phase of
World War I1. There are hereby authorized to be appropriated, to
the Veterans’ Administration, without fiscal year limitation, such sums
of money, but not to exceed $1,500,000, as may be necessary to carry
out the purposes of this subparagraph (i). Nothing in this subpara-
eraph (i) shall be considered to prevent the construction of such
additional components as may be hereinafter authorized, or as may be
provided for from public contributions.”

Sec. 2. The Corregidor-Bataan Memorial Commission shall cease to
exist upon completion of the construction authorized by this Act, or
on May 6, 1967, whichever shall first occur.

Speaker of the House of Representatives.

President pro tempore of the Senate.





