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le PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT TO KING:
BEGIN QUOTE YOUR ”AJESTY: ON BEHALF OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE I
THANK YOUR MAJESTY FOR YOUR HESSAGE ON THE OCCASION OF THE
COMPLETION OF THE APOLLU VIIT MISSION.

THE ACHIEVEMENT OF APOLLO VII] AND ITS GALLANT CREW IS AN
HISTORIC STEP IN MAN'S SEARCH FOR KNOWLEDGE oF THEiUNIVERSE IN
WHICH HE LIVES» AND HERALDS A BRIGHT NEW ERA OF EXPLDRATION AND
SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATIDN- COLes BORMANs, CAPTs LOVELLL AND LT,
COLe+ ANDERS JOIN NE IN THIS EXPRESSTON OF APPRECIATION FOR

YOUR KIND WORDSe SINCERELY: LYNDON Be JDHNSDN END QUOTE.

S

2¢ Fyl TEXT OF KING'S CONGRATULATORY MESSAGE WAS: QUOTE THE
SINGULAR AND MAGNIFICENT APOLLO FLIGHT HAS EXPANDED THE HUMAR
KNOWLEDGE OF THE UNIVERSE, A KNOWLEDGE WHICH ALL TRUST WILL

FURTHER THE UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN MEN ON EARTH- PLEASE ACCEPT
OUR CONGRATULATIONS AND EXTEND TO THE THREE COURAGEOQUS

ASTRONAUTS THE FELICITATIONS OF THE AFGHAN PEOPLEs MOHAMMAD
ZAHER KING OF AFGHANISTAN €ND QUOTE END FYIe

3¢ WHITE HOUSE DOES NOT PLAN RELEASE BUT HAS NO OBJECTION
SHOULD RGA WISH TO DO SO IF RGA PLANS RELEASE, WOULD
APPRECIATE TWENTY<FOUR HOURS NOTICE SO WHITE HOUSE MAY

ARRANGE JOINT RELEASE IF DESIRED, RUSK
;IH!fER:OFEICIAL USE
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WWRs

Here is a proposed Presidential
reply to Prime Minister Maiwandwal's
letter semt on his departure from the
UN Special Session.

The prose isn't great but the main
points of our message ges through. While
the issue of ending belligerency is
important to us, I doubt that the
President should himself get into that
thicket,

HW

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

Att: WWR memo for the President, 7/8/67,
att, Read to Rostow memo, 7/7/67,
enc. telegram to Kabul for clearance (WH-2605)
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MEMORAMDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT July 8, 1967

SUBJECT: Letter to You frem Prime Minister Maiwandwal and
State’s Propossd Reply

Bafore lsaviag the UNGA fer Kabul, Prime Minister Maiwandwal
wrete you the attached letter. IHe thanks you for your friendly hoospitality
when he was hore and expresses his posples® desire to promets {risndly
relations with us. As was to be axpectsd of the head of 2 Muslim
country, he hopes sur position at the UN will be in sccerdance with our
traditianal friendsbip with Azsd and Afro-Asian paoples,

Stata's prepesed drafl reply to be sant by cable thanks him fer his
letter and restates our pesition--sustain the cease-fire, promets &
climate in which the states of the area themselves can achieve a eeitle-
ment, rotuin friendly relations with all the Arad nations and reaffiren
an intamest in the terrvitorial and pelitical integrity of all the states in
the area.

1 recommend you approvs the attached message.

W, W. Rostew

Att: Read ts Rostow memeo, 7/7/67,
enc. talegram to Kabul fer clearance (WH-2603)

umrmomm GBE




Text of letter fro Prime Minister Maiwandwa/to . _e
President dated June 29, 1967

Dear Mr. President:

Upon leaving New York, I should like to address myself
to Your Excellency while recalling with gratitude the friendly
hospitality you accorded me during my visit to the United States
of America three months ago..

My current visit was in connection with the emargéncy
session of the United Nations General Assembly and being therefore
confined to New York, I should like to take the opportunity, thréulh
this letter, to convey once again to Your Excellency the desire of
my people to promote the friendly relations which so happily exist
between our two countries.

We are deeply grieved by the grave situation in the Middle
East characterised by the Israeli military occupation of territories
belonging to Jordan, the United Arab Republic and Syria.

We hope that the stand to be taken by the United States
Government on the present debate in the General Assembly will be
not oaly in accordance with its traditional friendship with Arab and
Afro-Asian peoples, but also in support of the principles for which
it standes.

I take this opportunity to extend to Your Excellency the

expression of my highest consideration.

Prime Minister Majwandwal
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' JMEMORANDUM. FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW
. |9 THE WHITE HOUSE

>

Subject: Letter to the President from
the Afghan Prime Minister

The enclosed unsealed letter to the President from
Prime Minister Maiwandwal was delivered by the Afghan
Ambassador during a call in the Department today. In it
the Prime Minister expressed gratitude for the hospitality
accorded him during his recent visit to the United States
and reiterated the desire of the Afghan people to promote
friendly relations between our two countries. He also
expressed the hope that the United States Govermment will
take a position in the U. N. General Assembly debate on

" the Middle East situation in accordance with its traditional
friendship with the Arabs and Afro-Asians and in support of
American principles.

A suggested reply will be forwarded in the near future.’

Executive-Secretary

Enclosure:

As stated.
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PREMIER MINISTRE

Dear Mr. President,

Upon leaving New York, I should like
to address myself to Your Excellency while
recalling with gratitude the friendly hospitality
ybu accorded me during my visit to the United
States of America three months ago.

My current visit was in connection with
the emergency session of the United Nations General
Assembly and being therefore confined to New York,
I should like to take the opportunity, through this
letter, to convey once again to Your Excellency the
desire of my people to promote the friendly
relations which so happily exist between our two
countries. '

We are deeply grieved by the grave
situation in the Middle East characterized by
the Israeli military occupation of territories
belonging to Jordan, the United Arab Republic
and Syria.
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T v. o 1 W B § Teptan (i o3 iu RS ) e AR S SN (R b 2 £ S S VU] SRR e Sl SO e 9o TR



We hope that the stand to be taken by
the United States Government on the present debate

in the General Assembly will be not only in .

accordance with its traditional friendship with
Arab and Afro-Asian peoples, but also in support
of the principles for which it stands.

I take this opportunity to extend to
Your Excellency the expression of my highest
consideration.

New York, 29 June 1967 Yours sincerely,

Mohammad nashléw;:::&ﬁ:361

‘His Excellency :
Lyndon Baines Johnson

President of the United States of America

The White House

Washington, D.C.

I e ey iy
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USTA

?;ﬁ SUBJ: PROPOSED HIGHWAY HERAT-KARUL VIA HAZARAJAT

CIA 1. BELIEVE UNDP STUDY SEVERAL YEARS OLD. NEITHER EMBASSY NOR

NSA USAID/A HAS COPY. NO US COMMENTS ON FILE HERE.

DOD ;

ICA 2., GENERAL VIEW EMBASSY/USAID IS THAT HIGH COST OF HIGHWAY

+1D DESIRED BY AFGHANS COULD NEVER BE MATCHED BY ECONOMIC BENEFITS
WITHIN REASONABLE PERIOD. NEEDS ASIAN HIGHWAY AMPLY SERVED

E BY EXISTING HIZHWAY KAHUL-EANUAHAR-HERAT. WHAEREAS CASE MAY

COM BE DIiVFLOPFD BY RGA rOR PAVInG %0ALS AT ELTHER FI'D FOR CERIALN

DOT D1STANCES, TOTAL PRO.:CT Woul ) AND LHOULL ROT QUALLFY FOR US

FRB INANC
TRSY f:. ﬂMS’ED FULL-LENGTH PROJECT IS POLITICALLY ATTRACTIVE TO

RGA FOR PURPOSES GETTING REMOTE INNER AREAS MORE INVOLVED IN

RSR

RSC PAGE 2 RUQTKB 4958 o—6—-N—F—t—B—F-N-TF—F—A—L
NATIONAL SCENE. HOWEVER, US SHARE THIS INTEREST IS NO WAY
COMPARABLE TO COST OF PROJECT, AND IS VERY LOW IN PRIORITY
COMPARED TO OTHER US INTERESTS AND TO US VIEW OF BEST USE
EXTERNAL ASSISTANCE FUNDS.

4, IF ECAFE WISHES SEND WHIPPLE TO CONSULT AFGHAN AUTHORITIES
(R UN RPT UN MISSION HERE, WE GLAD SEE HI¥ WHILE HERE. HOWEVER
IF, AS INDICATED REFTEL, WHIPPLE'S SOLE PURPOSE WOULD BE
CONSULT EMBASSY AND USAID, WE STRONGLY ADVISE AGAINST TRIP.

E.O. 13292, Sec.

By b/, NARA, Dat ‘.LL:E»_%
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Jeanne Davixzjé
Director

Secretariat Staff

The enclosed memcon
of the President's conver-
sation with Prime Minister
Maiwandwal was prepared on
March 28. Through an
administrative mix-up it
was not, however, sent to
the White House for
clearance.
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CORTIDENTIAL, ATTACHMENT

.- #5515 - 4/
‘ DEPARTMENT OF STATE <X
Executive Secretariat
May 11, 1967
TO: Mr. Walt W. Rostow
‘ The White House /i&;
~adl)
FROM: Benjamin H. Reaé&léx <§y

- Executive Secretarx

Memorandum of Conversation between
the President and Afghan Prime Minister
Maiwandwal, March 28, 1967

For approval prior to distribution.

The President's remarks are sidelined
in blue.

This memorandum was drafted by
NEA/PAF - Mr. Spain and cleared by

the Secretary and NEA - Acting Assistant
Secretary Handley.

Attachment:

Memorandum of Conversation

 CONFIDENTEAR—ATTACHMENT
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE
MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

DATE: March 28, 1967
PIACE: The White House

SUBJECT: The President's Conversation with
Afghan Prime Minister Maiwandwal

PARTICIPANTS: United States
The President
Secretary of State Dean Rusk
Mr. Walt W. Rostow, Special Assistant to the President
Mr. Howard Wriggins, Executive Office of the President
Anbassador Symington, Chief of Protocol
Acting Assistant Secretary William J. Handley, NEA A
Ambassador Robert G. Neumann, U.S.Ambassador to Afghanistan
Country Director James W. Spain, Pakistan-Afghanistan Affairs

Afghanistan ;
His Excellency Mchammad Hashim Maiwandwal, Prime Ministe
His Excellency Abdullah Malikyar, Ambassador of Afghanistan
His Excellency Nur Ali, Minister of Commerce

Secretary Farhadi, Council of Ministers

Ve o =

After the President and the Prime Minister joined the other members of
the party, the Prime Minister thanked the President for the opportunity
which his visit to the United States provided to renew old friendships.

Secretary Rusk noted that the Secretary General of the United Nations
had just made public his proposal on Vietnam and that the USG had cammented

favorably on it. He added that he understood Hanoi's reaction was negative.

The President said he had discussed the announcement with the Prime
Minister and told him of our disappointment at Hanoi's negative reaction.
He said we had earlier consulted with our allies on the proposal and
responded affirmatively. We had done this a dozen or so times in the
past on other proposals. However, Hanoi's reaction to the Secretary
General was that this was none of his business.

War is everybody's business, the President said, and the U.S. is
prepared to consider anybody's suggestion for ending it. He said he had
asked Mr. Rostow to check the time and manner of our consultations on

U-Thant's latest proposal and that he wanted to show this data to the
Prime Minister.

DECLASSIFIED

Ay &
“Hen sy

yi%w\yumﬂﬁasa —
+ NARA, Date dasspy 39  —OONPIDRNFEAL




! The President added that he felt more strongly then ever

that the people of Vietnam should be allowed to have free elections
and that after that, if they wanted us out, we would be happy to
leave. The money we are spending for bullets we would be happy to
spend instead for bread. We would even be willing to help Ho Chi Minh.

He stressed, however, that we were hot going to surrender or pull
out of Vietnam, saying that if agreements were no good there, they
were no good anywhere. He said we are still ready to go toward peace.
Our answer is Yes. Hanoi's is still No.

The Prime Minister observed that the Secretary General is going
abroad again and suggested that perhaps he would be having further
consultations on Vietnam during his trip.

Secretary Rusk noted that'U Thantithad seen two North Vietnamese
diplamats in Rangoon and thought it possible that those discussions
had been taken into account in the Secretary General's present proposal.
The Secretary told the Prime Minister that we knew of his interest
in the cause of peace in Vietnam. He added he did not know whether
or not the Prime Minister had any way to explore privately further
moves; he remarked that he thought public approaches were not
likely to get very far at the present time.

The Prime Minister agreed that public approaches were not apt
to be effective and said that the rigid public stands which both
sides have taken makes this difficult. He noted that Afghanistan
has always stood by the April, 1964 recammendations of the seventeen
non-aligned countries. In response to a question fram Secretary Rusk
as to how much attention the Vietnam problem attracted in Afghanistan,
the Prime Minister said that it attracted a good deal of attention
and now that there is democracy in the country it was sametimes used
by the politicians for their own purposes. He expressed his concern
over the problem describing it as an explosive situation which he
feared might escalate into a bigger danger.

COPIES TO: S/S NEA Amembassy KABUL
s/ EA
G
INR/OD
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—CONFIDENRTIAL June 7, 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Afghanistaa - Loan for Kajakai Hydroelectric Plant

Here is the request for your formal approval of a $12 million
loan to Afghanistan to fimance the installation of additional generat-
ing equipment at the Kajakai dam in the Helmand Valley, with which
we've boen asseciated for many years. When Ambassader Maiwandwal
was bere in early April, you advised him we would decide on the loan
within thirty days, but AID has given it 2 most thorough geing over.

After careful review, they concur that it is ecomemically scund.
If you approve this loan, actual constructioan will not be started until

satisfactory progress is made toward impreoving accounting procedures,
the rate structure and the colliection of payments in their electrical

industry.

Secretary Fowler agrees the balance of payments effects of the
loan are minirnal.

It would create a pelitical problem if we turned it down now.
We have done three feasibility studies and already in 1965 told them

we "agreed in principle” to finance it.

Charlie Schuits agrees with Bill Gaud we should go ahead. 1
recommend you approve.

Appreve Kajakal Disappreve See me

AID has also been holding off on a $4. 5 millien equipment loan
for sarth-moving machingry to be used in building irrigation werks
in the Helmand Valley. This small a lean would not 2ermally come
to you, but AID bas held it up ever since you put a freese oa all Afghan
aid. They weould like to go ahead now. I recommend we proceed.

Tes on small lsan Disapprove See me
B.0. 12356, Sec. 3.4
. 9Ax-< W. W. Rostow
My 224 C g

™ =T AT A s
1] I" ,"-‘i‘;‘;{k Lﬁtc_——
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By 4., NARA, Date 3-/2-7 3
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

Subject: Afghanistan - Loan for Kajakai Hydroelectric Plant

Attached for your consideration is a request from Bill Gaud
that you approve a $12 million power project loan in
Afghanistan. The project involves installation of gener-
ating equipment at an existing dam and the associated trans-
mission system.

The project would supply power to the Helmand Valley, where
the U.S. has invested over $60 million since 1950. So far
we have little to show for our investment. AID is hopeful,
however, that agricultural output in the Valley can be in-
creased over the next ten years by two to four times present
levels.

The Kajakai loan has a long history. Since 1964, the U.S.
has done three feasibility studies, all of which concluded
that the project is feasible. In 1965, AID informed the
Afghanistan Government that it "agreed in principle” to
financing the project. You advised Prime Minister Maiwandwal
last month that we would decide on this loan in about thirty
days.

In AID's judgment, this loan is economically sound. There
were some serious problems with the project which had to be
cleared up:

- The feasibility of the project depends upon sub-
stantial increases in per capita power consumption
and decided improvement in collections.

- The Afghans have only limited ability to staff main-
tain, and operate complex projects.

- The Afghan Electric Authority has a very poor per-
formance record, receiving payment for only about
half of the power they generate.
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As part of the proposed loan, therefore, AID will finance
technical training to develop local management and operating
skills. In addition, AID has agreed that construction will
not be started until satisfactory progress is made towards
accounting improvements, adeqguate rates, and a collection
system which assures costs will be met from revenues.

Domestic Revenue Problems

The World Bank, AID, and the IMF have pointed out the need
for greater domestic revenues if Afghanistan's development
‘goals are to be realized. 1In order to assure that this power
project will not draw resources from other important pro-
grams, AID has agreed to negotiate for measures to_ increase
revenues in order to assure domestic financing of an increas-
ing share of development expenditures.

) The funds will be used to purchase goods and services in the
0-b¥ U.S. Secretary Fowler agrees that the balance of payments
W effects of the loan will be minimal.

There would be a serious political problem in turning this
project down. The history of the U.S. involvement in this
project and in the Helmand Valley and the 1965 agreement
Yin principle" to finance the project have given it special
significance in our relations with Afghanistan.

In view of

. the political problem involved in rejecting the
loan,

. the fact that AID will condition the project on the
Afghans taking the steps necessary to make the project
pay off, and

. the project's contribution to meeting the long-run
growth in power demand,

I recommend that yvou authorize the loan as set forth above.

Eherbrn K

Charles L. Schultze
Director

w

Attachment ,_ﬁfqb“%fm-{"‘\.;&
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*TApprove Disapprove




DEPARTMENT OF STATE
AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20523

SONEIDENPIAT

, OFFICE OF
THE ADMINISTRATOR

MAY 1 2 1367

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Afghanistan - $12 Million Kajakai Hydroelectric Project Loan

Recammendation: That you authorize us to inform the Royal Government of
Afghanistan that we are prepared to negotiate a $12 million Development
Ioan to finance the foreign exchange costs of the Khjakai Hydroelectric
Project.

Background: During Prime Minister Mohammad Hashim Maiwandwal's recent visit,
you informed him that our review of the proposal was nearing completion and
that his Government could expect our decision in approximately thirty days.

We have completed the necessary review and find the project to be economicelly
feasible. There 1s an unsatisfied and growing demand in the Helmand Valley
for power. Present power facilities are inadequate to meet this demand and
the installation of generating equipment in the existing Kajakai Dam would
provide adequate amounts of dependable and economic power for the first time.

The Project: The loan will finance the foreign exchange costs for the con-
struction of a two 16,500 Kilowatt units hydroelectric generating plant,

other attendant physical facilities in the Kandehar-Girishk area of the
Helmand Valley, and the furnishing of technical, supervisory and training
services for the Afghan electric authorities responsible for the construction
and operation of the Project. Repayment terms of our loan will be 40 years;
with a 10 years grace period; and with interest at one percent during the
grace period and two and one-half percent thereafter.

U.S. Interest in the Helmand Valley: U.S. involvement in the Valley began
in the early 1950's with Export-Import Bank assistance totaling $39.5
million and was supplemented with U.S. technical assistance commencing in
1953. Afghan and U.S. investment in the Valley now totals about $115
million which have been expended for an extensive irrigation and drainage
system, dams, agricultural institutions, roads, and other related facilities.
The obJectives of the Afghan and U,S. governments in this region are to
increase benefits from existing investments, accelerate agricultural
production, and encourage development of industry.

Balance of Payments Effect: These loan funds will be used to finance
cormodities and services from the United States. Exports financed under
this loan arc additional to commercial exports for which Afghanistan
authorizes foreign exchange.

DECLASSIFIED
Authority NL3 92 -
M&zp NARA, Date{29913
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Self-Help Criteria: The U.S. is pressing to maximize the commitment of
Afghan resources to the overall development program outlined in the
proposed Third Five Year Plan (1967-T1 , which is now in the final stages
of preparation. Commitments to electric power development in the Third
Plan total 3.0 billion afghanis ($40 million equivalent) or approximately
10 percent of the Plan total.

The Kajakai project has been assigned a high priority within the Helmand
Valley section of the Plan. The Afghan government has allocated $3.k4
million equivalent to cover local costs of this power facility, the input
to be made through annual budgets over a three-four year period. We will
require evidence of the amount of funds appropriated for the initial year
of the project and will monitor the Afghan government's annual cormitment
to see that sufficient funds are budgeted in subsequent fiscal years to
carry out the project.

We will also require the Afghan government to establish a competently
staffed regulatory and administrative agency. To this end, we propose to
require satisfactory evidence that an effective rate schedule will be
developed, an appropriate time schedule for the introduction of the new
rates will be prepared and approved by the Afghan govermment, and improved
revenue collection and accounting procedures will be installed in a timely
manner.: Further, we will specify that a portion of the loan will be used

to contract with a U.S. public utility or private firm for advisory services,
to the national regulatory agency in the areas of utility regulation,
management and- fiscal responsibility. '

Trained Afghan management and operating personnel are vital to the success
of the project. To safeguard this major investment, we will specify that
the U.S. contract will include provision for the necessary training and
supervision of adequate numbers of Afghan personnel to operate the com-
pleted facility.

The Department of State concurs in this recommendation.

Action Requested: That you authorize negotiation of the $12 million
Development Loan for Kajakal Hydroelectric Project.

HNithw { Gn)

William S, Gaud

Approved:

Disapproved:

Date:




Mr, Wriggins

\\5\

SEGRET— May 2, 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR WWR s

SUBJECT: Further Aid for Mgﬁ@

Now that we have broken loose the PL 480 for Afghanistan,
we ought to look forward to the two remaining aid items on the
Afghanistan agenda:

1. The big one, of course, is the Kajakai Dam locan. This
has now worked its way almest all the way through the AID loan
machinery and will come to us sometime in the next week or two.

2. There is also & $4, 6 million loan for earthmoving equip-
ment to be used in the Helmand Valley, largely for irrigation works.
This is alzeady to go and would not nermally come to the President
because it is less than $10 million, However, in view of the
President's general freesze on Afghanistan aid, AID is asking whether
it can go ahead on its own., I agreed to sound you out since you have
talked recently with the President.

If the President does not feel strongly about this any longer,
you may want me to give AID a go-ahead on the small loan, The
Kajakai loan will have to come to the President later anyway. If
you feesl the President would not like anything to go ahead without
his knowing, we can hold the small loan a week or two until we are
ready to check the Kajakai preject with him and simply make the
smaller one a paragraph in that memo.

Hal Saunders
Go ahead with the equipment loan

We'd better check it with the
President later

DECLASSIFIED
E.O. 13292 Sec. 3.4

NBC Memo, 1/30/35 State Gt e5 —SEERET—
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—SECRKET Apeil 17, 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Afghan PL 480 Agreament

Secretary Freeman is ready to go ahead with the $4. 4 million
wheat and efl agreement you meationed to Prime Minister Majwandwal.
Shawply rising foed prices have triggered demonstrations in Afghanistan
over the past two wesks, and Ambassador Neumann pecommends we go
shead as soon as pessible. Maiwandwal has just returned and can make

goed political use of a go-akead te dampen fears of sheztages.

His ene comment under pressure at the Press Club remains
an isclated incident. His public statements on the reat of his tour
were juite modezate. Now that a couple of weeks have elapsed, we
sheuld probably go ahead now unless you are strengly epposed.

Charlie Schultae’s ecomomic amalysis is attached.

¥W. W, Restow

Am_-—-—-

S8ee me
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Teo: The President

Subject: Public Law 480 Program with/ﬁg;ganist

We recommend that you authorize us to negotiate a PL 480 egreement with
Afghanisten to provide approximately 40,000 tons of wheat and l,000

tons of vegetable oil, of which the current market value is $4.4 million.
Payment would be made in convertible local currency over 4O years with

1 percent interest during the 10-year grace period and 2* percent’
thereafter. The Department of State concurs in this recammendation.

Afghenistan's Food Situation

Afghanisten is experiencing seriously reduced food supplies, especially
in the wrban sector, as a result of drought last summer. Precipitation
in the mountains during the winter was late and inadequate, and the
outlook for grain production this year is uncertain. The wheat crop
harvested last surmer was approximately 10 percent below the normal

2.2 million ton level. In the urban sector market supplies of vheat
decreased to about 10,000 tons per month beginning last Cctober, as
comparad with the normal average level of 11,000 tons monthly. Wheat
prices country-wide have risen 30 percent since Noverber, and in sone
urban areas these prices have doubled since last year.

Domestic production of animal and vegetable oils does not meet present
market demand. The supply of edible animal fats has decreased because
of the loss of animals resulting from drought conditions during the past
two years. Consumer demand is also shifting to edible vegetable oils as
8 result of experience with U.S. oils imported under the 1965 sales
sgreenment.,

Self-Help

In 1965 the Afghan Government initiated an accelerated agricultural. pro-
duction program designed to achieve self-sufficiency in wheat by 1972.
In supporting this program the Government has taken some important steps
in the past year. It increased the Agriculture Ministry's FY 1967
development budget by 69 percent and tentatively approved a 25-30 per=
cent shift of development resources during the Third Plan from sgricul-
tural capitel projects to production programs. Additional budget funds
were provided to support 43 agricultural students abroad during the next
five years and to train in Afghanistan 250 additional extension workers.

Following last August's discussions with Secretary Freeman on the nezd
for increasing production, an intensified wheal growing program was
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Kabul, Afghanistan

April 1T, 1967

Honorable Howard Wriggins
Assistant to the President
The White House

Dear Mr. Wriggins:

I enjoyed very much working with you and I hope that we may
see you here before you leave for the Elysian field. I
think that things have gone pretty well and while we had
that awful faux pas it certainly got into our friends' bones
and they have acted manfully to correct it, including even
withstanding very considerable French pressure.

Thus, in the long run we may be better off because of it,
although there must be an easier way of achieving results.

Very sincerely yours,

Robert G. Neumann
Enclosure:

Copy of letter to
W.W.Rostow
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Kebul, Afghanistan

April 15, 1967

Honorable W. ¥W. Rostow
Speciel Assistant te the President
The White House

Dear Walt:

I have nov returned to my peat and I vent te express teo you

and te your associates my profound gratitude for all that has
been deone iz connection with the visit eof Prime Minister
Maiwvandwel. While we are all glad that things went well en

the whole, we are considerably irked by the events at the

Press Club. There can of course be no excuse for the Prime
Minister‘'s response and I share fully the sense of disappointment
and {rritation over his ill-thought--out response. I thought it
night be useful fer you to have some background on the affair as
well as its sequel.

Prier te the Prime Minister's departure I hed repeated occasions
te make him avare ef the extreme sensitivity of the Viet Nam
issue in the United States. He assured me that neo statements

on this questien would be volunteered and in fact several refer-
enges which had been in drafts of speechles vere taken sut during
the preparatory werk fer the visit. Ee said, however, that if
asked a specific question he would have te respond in scme
fashion aleng the line ef Afghenistan's established policies
although he intended te de¢ 50 in a lew key and in a manner that
would be as inoffensive to us as possible.

As you know, a goed deal of the time spent by the President with
the Prime Minister wvas taiken up by Viet Nem and this wvas alse

true of the meeting with Secretary Rusk. It would net be correct
te say that the Prime Minister felt upset over this, but he dia
feel a sense eof pressure, and sensed an urging, vhether intended
or not, that he should come eut somehow im support ef our pesitiom.
He opined that to many Asian countries the presence of Western
forces in Asia was in {tself an objectionable event and that

even a "balanced” statement on ¢the issues im Viet Nem would de
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interpreted as "unbalanced" by his fellow Asians. He thought
that this delicate part of his position was not fully appreciated
in Washington.

Hevertheless he did get through the speeches all right and even
through the first Viet Fem question at the Press Club. However,
vhen at the very end he wvas asked that famous last question several
impulses arose in him. As a former member of the Press Club he

knev the last question was often a "funny" question. He alse
suspected apparently that this question came from one of the American
officials present, which to the best of my knowledge vas not the
case. And he thought that this wvas an attempt at putting him on

the spet and so his guard dropped and he leaped vhen should have
locked.

As I seid before, his conduct cannot be excused. However I will
say at least that he and his companions knew immediately that he
had mede a mistake, an aect of human frailty, if you vill. The same
afternoon im response to a question ef the same nature by Senator
Symington at an informel meeting with the members of the Eenate
Foreign Relations Comnmittee he gave a perfectly balanced answver,
following in effect the suggesticns vhich I had made to him earlier.
In subsequent meetings he also held the line and his farewell state-
ment to the President, including his wishes for the success eof the
President's peace efforts, represent a very considerable deviation
from Afghanistan's normal stand im our favor and is guite unprece-
dented. I am also glad te note that he held the line im Peris. I
vas informed that a paragraph on Viet Nam originally placed in his
remarks at De Gaulle's luncheon had been removed. I should alse add
that stories of the Press Club flap have trickled bask te Kabul via
Afghen channels eand are uniformly taken very seriously by those im
government cirecles vho are avere of these events. I believe that
this unfortunate experience will help to make the government more
cautious in the future. Hence the confrontatien with Washingten
realities has probably beem salutary and may benefit us in the lemng
run. As a matter of fect the Prime Minister will find himself in
considerable political trouble largely as a result of the Hotaki
case vhose repercussions are beginning te be felt here. The vwheat
erisis and his Press Club slip are not helping him either.

I know how very much you are avare of the fundamental factors on
vhich relations between Afghanistan and the United States rest.

None of these factors have been altered im the slightest anmd I
cannot think of any way ef "punishing” the Afghans without punishing
eur ovn interests at the same time and perhaps even more so. This
is vhy I hope that the various projects discussed in Washington can
be brought to their fruitiem in due time.

“BECRE®-
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How to another but net unreleted itemt As you may know from

Howvard Wriggins, we are inaugurating our new chancery building

on May 16. We are looking te this event as an occasion to bring

an important American delegation ¢o Kabul at that time, to make

the American presence demonstrably felt and to develop a "clientele”
for Afghanistan, i{.e. people vhe will take a continuing interest

in Afghanistan and vhat we are trying te achieve here. We are in
particular need of this because our Soviet bretheren inaugurate
with the greatest of fanfare every ten miles of highway which

they construct ard it would materially sid ocur effort if we might
use the inauguration of the chancery for a similar purpose. That
has been all the more acute as we have just learned of the forth-
coming visit of the titular head ef the Soviet govermment, Podgorny,
frem May 30 t%o June 2. Vhen I talked with Chief Justice Warren,
the former governor of my state, he seemed very favorably inclined
towvard heading such a delegation and T hope that he will do se, but
ve also hope for some important congressional and administration
figures. The Afghanistan govermnment has promised every cooperation.
Haturally our efforts would be greatly enhanced 4f = plane could be
made available for that purpose. This would not only mske possible
a larger delegation but would also make it more comfortable for
delegates of Warren's distinction vho can spend enly a relatively
short time in this country. We would like the plane to arrive

on Mondey, May 1b, in order %o give the delegates an copportunity fer
seme rest and sightseeing before the official inauguration on
Tuesday, May 16. On May 1T we would like to take them on a tour
emphasizing special USAID projects, and Thursday, Mey 18, would be
the scheduled ¢ime of departure, Anything that can be done tovard
the furtherance of this aim would be very groatly appreciated by
the entire Country Tesm and myself and would, T em certain, have a
mest favorable effect on ocur standing im this country.

With every best wish, I remain,

Very sincerely yours,

Robert G. Feumann

P.8. While scecompanying the Prime Minister to the West Coast I toek
occasion to meet off the record with the editorial board of the

LOS ANGELES TIMES, as you have once done, and held an informal

seminer at UCLA. Both events convinced me that at least the academic
expression of the anti-Viet Nam policy sentimetns is clearly inm
decline and in disarray, a2 vas confirmed te me by several of my
former students vho are still very much addicted to that point of f¥ew.

Copy te:
Howard Wriggins
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CuU PRIMIN EXPRESSES PIQUE TOWARD ‘US
USIA
NSC 1. EDITOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS MAGAZINE HAMILTON FISH ARMSTRONG,

INR CURRENTLY VISITING AFGHANISTAN, REPORTS PRIMIN MAIWANDWAL
CIA DISPLAYED SHARP IRRITATION WITH US IN PRIVATE INTERVIEW APRIL
23.

DOD ‘24 MEETING PRIMIN BY APPOINTMENT, ARMSTRONG BEGAN WITH COMPLI-
AID MENTARY ACCOUNT OF PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS AFGHAN PROGRESS,
PG THEN INVITED PRIMIN COMMENT ON CURRENT SITUATION AFGHANISTAN.

TO STIMULATE DISCUSSION, ARMSTRONG ASKED IF RGA "SUFFERED FROM ANY
SCA FOREIGN PROPAGANDA™ HERE, E.G. SOVIET, CHICOM, PAKISTANI.

PAGE 2 RYQTKB 42956-0NF T DENTTIAL

S« PRIMIN REPLIED FOREIGN COUNTRIES DISSEMINATED MUCH "INFORMATION"
HERE ON THEIR ACTIVITIES AND POLICIES BUT GENERALLY AVOIDED
PROPAGANDIZING AGAINST AFGHANISTAN., ONLY EXCEPTION WAS “"MIS-
LEADING PROPAGANDA™ CURRENTLY EMANATING FROM US. PRIMIN WENT

ON ASSERT AGENCIES LIKE AP AND UP HAVE MADE GREAT EFFORT BLOW

yP "INCIDENTS™ AND INTERPRET THEM IN MANNER HOSTILE TOWARD
AFGHANISTAN.

4. WHEN ARMSTRONG ASKED IF PRIMIN HAD IN MIND UNFORTUNATE

RECENT CASE OF ALLEGATIONS BY AFGHAN STUDENT IN US (HOTAKI, REFTEL),
PRIMIN AFFIRMED -. "THE ONE SAID TO HAVE BEEN APPROACHED BY CIA."
PRIMIN THEN OBSERVED USG HAD ORIGINALLY INTENDED DEPORT HOTAKI

~CONEFTDENTTAL—
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-2-RABUL 4295, APRIL 24

BUT APPARENTLY CHANGED MIND WHEN HE BEGAN MAKING STATEMENTS
AGAINST CIa, WHICH DIFFICULT FOR HIM (PRIMIN) UNDERSTAND.
ARMSTRONG REPLIED THIS UNFORTUNATE AS IT GAVE APPEARANCE -
POSSIBLE TRUTH IN STUDENT'S STORY, THEN ASKED IF PRIMIN THOUGHT
USG HAD CHANGED ITS POSITION IN ORDER AVOID FURTHER ADVERSE
COMMENT BY STUDENT AGAINST CIA. PRIMIN REPLIED HE DID NOT KNOW,
ADDED "WE HAVEN'T YET (PRIMIN®S EMPHASIS) ASKED FOR DIRECT
STATEMENT BY uSG."

5. ARMSTRONG THEN OBSERVED THIS TYPICAL JOURNALISTIC SENSATION
WHICH NORMALLY LASTS FEW DAYS, THEN DIES DOWN. PRIMIN REPLIED

PAGE 3 RyQTKB 4295-6—8NFT1DENTF+A1+—

PESSIMISTICALLY THIS ONE WOULD LAST “LONG, LONG TIME", ASSERTED
STORY BEING SPREAD BY AP THROUGHOUT WORLD AND TAKEN UP EVERYWHERE

BY “"ENEMIES.” (PRIMIN DID NOT IDENTIFY "ENEMIES®": IF INTERNATIONAL,
‘COULD HAVE MEANT OURS OR AFGHANISTAN'S OCCASIONAL ANTAGONISTS IN
PAKISTAN3 IF DOMESTIC, WOULD HAVE REFERRED TO OWN ACTIVE

POLITICAL OPPONENTS HERE.)

6. COMMENT: FOREGOING MANIFESTS PRIMIN'S DEEP ANXIETY OVER
DOMESTIC REPERCyUSSIONS HOTAKI CASE (REFTEL). ARMSTRONG OPINED
PRIMIN®S IRRITATION WITH USG FOCUSSED MAINLY ON CHANGE .IN
OFFICIAL ATTITUDE TOWARD HOTAXI ABOUT WHICH HE APPARENTLY
DyBIOyS. ARMSTRONG ATTACHED PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE TO PRIMIN'S
REMARK ABOUT yS STATEMENT WHICH, HE THOUGHT, PORTENDED POSSIBLE
APPROACH BY RGA FOR OFFICIAL EXPLANATION BY US.

GP-3. BLOOD.
BT
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NVN gPPROACH TO AFGHAN PRIMIN

le I CALLED ON FONMIN ETEMADI THIS HORNING BY APPOINTHENT 1IN
RESPONSE LOW-XEY SUGGESTION SEVERAL DAYS AGO WE MEET FOR TALK.

(TP S ¥aS FIRST CPPORTUNITY FONMIN COULD RECEIVE ME DUE PRESS

OF BUSIRESS AND INTERVENING HOLIDAYS.) VHILE WE DISCUSSED

SEVERAL SUDJECTS OF HUTUAL INTEREST (PRIMIH®S VISIT US, LOCAL

VHEAT SITUATION), IT WAS EVIDENT FONAIN PRIMARILY INTEANDED INFOIY
ME OF APPROACH HMADE BY NVN CHIEF REP IN FRANCE TO PRININ MAIVANDVYAL
DURING LATTER'S RECENT VISIT PARIS. FONMIN STATED “NOTHING PaR-
TICULARLY NEZW™ HAD EMZRGED FROM EXCHANGE BUT PRIMIN WILLING

PROVIDE FURTHER DZTAILS 1F DESIRED.

2¢ 1 INNEDIATELY RZQUESTED APOOINTHENT WITH PRIFIN yHO RECEIVED

HE PROMPTLY, EVIDENTLY VWELL BRIEFED BY KFA. PRIMIYM RIADILY
EXPLAINED NVN REP IN PARIS-HAD ARRANGED THROUCH AFGHAN E®B
CALLL ON HIX DURING RECENT VISIT THERE. (PRIMIN COULD NOT RECALL

$E:;§ENANE BUT UNDERSTCOD HE XKNOWN TO BE "NVN QUASI-AMBASSADOR™ IN
NCE.)

3. RECZIVED BY PRIHIN AT LATTER®S KOTEL, NVN REP REQUESTED
PRININ'S IMPRESSIONS BO OFFICIAL VISIT US, ESPECIALLY ATHOSPHERE
PREVAILING IN US RE VIETNAY. PRININ STATED HE HAD MADE CANDID
REPLY EHPHASIZING THAT PRESIDENT AND SECRFTARY RUSKX HAD STRESSED
THAT NUIEROUS AMERICAN PEACE OFFERS HAD CONSIYSTENTLY BEEN RE-
JECTED BY OTHER SIDE. NVd REP REPLIED THIS INCORRECT AND UNFAIR
AS HISGOVT RAD ACCZPTED SECY GEN U THANT'S FIRST PEACE PROPOSELS
THOUGH REJECTING MORE RECENT CNES. OFFICIAL NVR VIEY RENAINTD
THAT WEGOTIATIONS COULD BEGIN IF ONLY US STOPPED BOMZING NORTH.

4. PRIKIN STATED KE HAD POINTED OUT AMRRICAN LINKED CEZSSATICH
OF BONSING WITH RECIPROCAL CESSATION OF INFILTRATION SVN 3Y

-SECRET
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HORTH. NVN REP HAD REPLIED THAT IF NVN STOPPED INFILTRATICH,
“"THE SOUTH"™ (AS FRIHMIN PUT IT) VOULD QUICXLY BECOHE DEJGR2LIZED®
- AND WOULD NO LONGER BE ABLE TO CARRY CN STRUGCLE. HMEKCE, THIS
WOULD BE TANTAHOUNT TO SUARENDER. "AFTER ALL, US HAS LAaRCGE FORCES
IN SYN.," HVN REP HAD ADDED aLL SuCH MATTERS, INCLUDIN3 CESSATION
NVN INFILTRATIOM, COULD BE RESOLVED. AT CONFERENCE TARLE, BUT NVA
COULD KGT .AGREE 70 COWKFERENCE UNTIL BONBING STOPPED (“¥E CANHCT
NEGOTIATE WHILE BOMBS ARE FALLING ON OUR MEADS.™)

5. NVNFRP THEH ASSERTED TERMS FOR KEGOTIATZD PEACE REALIN SHAHE

AS ENUNCIATED BY NVN FONMIN IN STATEHAENT JANUARY 28 (SIARIFICARLE
UNCLEAR FROM INFO AVAILABLE HERE) ARD NVN DESIRED OXLY (1)
INDEPENDENCE, (2) NEUTRALITY, AHD (3) COALITION SOVERFHENT -UR
VN, aAMD FOURTH POINT PRIMIN COULD NOT RESEHESER. IN RESPONSE

HY QUESTIOH, PRIHIN COULD WOT RECALL REP MENTIONING WITHDRA&YWAL

OF US FORCES. PRIWIN ADDED NHVN REP HAD NOT REFERRED TO U THANT

07 yN PEACHAXKING EXCEPT IN COMNECTICN WITK ALLEGED NVH ACCEFT-
ANCE OF SECY GEN'S FIRST PROPOSALS.

6o PRININ THEM REVEALED HE HAD REPORTED FOREGOING TO U THART
DURING LATTER'S VISIT HERE LAST VEEX. THANT, WHILE MANIFESTLY
INTERESTED IN DEVELOPHZNT, HMAD O3SERVED ONLY THAT HE CONVINCED
FRCH HIS RECENT EFFORTS THAT IF US STOPPED BOHBING NVN NEGOTIA-
TIONS WOULD BEGIN "WITH FEV WEEKS.”

7+« PRININ STATED HE WISHED HAKE CLEAR CONTACT WITH NV REP
ENTIRELY yUNSOLLCITED AND AT INITIATIVE OF LATTER. VHILE ANKIOUS

ASSIST aNY WAY POSSIBLE IN PRONOTING PEACE VIETHAH HE DID NOT o
YISH INJECT KINSELF. PRIMIN VOLUNTEERZD STRICTLY PERSONAL VIEW
THAT BEST COURSE FOR PURSUING PEZACEFUL SETTLEMENT NO¥Y IS TO WORX

THROUGH THANT AND UN.
GPi1e.

NEyHANN
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DEPARTMENT OF STA 4 p A
4
Memorandum of Conversation o
ST March 29, 1967
) Afghan Prime Minister's Cament on His Talk
SURRET: with the Presicdent
. His Excellency Mchamad Hashim Maiwandwal,
PARTICIPANTS: Prime Minister of Afghanistan
Mr. James W. Spain, Country Director, NFA/PAP
. Mr. Rostow (cc)-The White House
COPIES TO: Mr. Wriggins (cc)-The White House DECLASSIFIED
Mr. Handley (cc)-NEA W e
Mr. Maurice Williams (cc) - AID/NESA Mbhos: FRUS /.25 &,
vy BERFRUS LY-L8 v S92
Mmenbassy, Kabul (cc) Jy‘h“.“_.'.%': A, Date Ja-/S=DF

Before Prime Minister Maiwandwal's departure from Blair House today
his luncheon with the Secretary of State, I had the opportunity to ask
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Import Bank and understood the situation as it had been explained to
by Anbassador Yeuwnn i{n New York and by the President. Do was
content and he would wait,

&

On Afghanistan's present foo! necds, he said that the President
hinm that the U.S. would do vhat it could to help on as gencrous
poesihle, specifically that cost would he repayable in 40 ycars.

the Kajakai project, he said that the President was sympathetic
sald that the papers were being prepared. FPe understcood that

ident had not made a comitrment and that the Preasident expected
(lajwandwal) would not discuss the matter publicly at this time.

sald that the President had also menticned the upcoming loan
irprovement equipment in the Felmand Valley and that they both
t action on this was virtually copleted.

the Prime Minister for his views as to timing of any future
Fajaxal project. Fe said that he would wvory much like to
announce it together with the next food agreement shortly
to Kabul, PMpril 15. Me said that if the food agrecrent
sconer, he would like to withhold anncuncerent until

. Fe 2dd0ed that the Rajakai loan was particularly

hin personally an? that he doduced fyom his conversation
iZent that an announcement shortly after his retun hane
ly be possible.
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AGREED JOINT STATEMENT
PRIME MINISTER MAIWANDWAL
AND PRESIDENT JOHNSON

At the invitation of President Johnson, Prime Minister Mohammed
Hashim Maiwandwal of Afghanistan visited Washington from March
28-30, 1967. The President and Prime Minister met on March 28 and
exchanged views on matters of mutual interest.

President Johnson took particular pleasure in welcoming the
Prime Minister back to Washington, recalling his long and distinguished
role as Ambassador from Afghanistan to the United States, The Preaid’ent.
also recalled the state visit to the United States in September 1963
of Their Majesties King Mohammed Zahir Shah and Queen Homaira,
a visit which added substantia.lly to the long record of close friendship
between the United States and Afghanistan. He asked the Prime
Minister to convey to His Majesty thei King the warm affection and ‘
admiration of the American people for the Afghan people.

Prime Minister Maiwandwal described for the President
Afghanistan's continuing efforts, under the leadership of His Majesty
the King, to build and strengthen democratic institutions and to press
economic and social progress, He outlined his government's intention,
under the Third Five Year Plan, to intensify economic development
efforts. The President assured the Prime Minister of the continuing

desire of the United States to do its part in assisting Afghanistan's



PR

efforts for implementing the Third Five Year Plan, The Prime Minister
expressed to the President the deep appreciation of the Afghan people
for United States economic assistance,

In this connection the President noted with special satisfaction

cooperative efforts of long duration by the United States and Afghanistan

in many fields of education.

The Prime Minister reviewed Afghanistan's foreign policy of non-
alignment and friendship and cooperation with all Nations, He described
the problems existing among the countries of the region to which Afghanistan
belongs and reiterated Afghanistan’g view that these problems can be solved
through peaceful means and in an atmosphere of understanding, confidence and
realism,

The two leaders talked about current developments elsewhere in

" Asia, particularly the urgent need for peace and stability in Southeast

Asia. They outlined their respective positions on the problem of Vietnam
and agreed that a peaceful and just settlémeﬁt is urgently needed. The
President described for the Prime Minister the many and persisting
efforts of the United States to achieve a cessation of hostilities in Vietnam
consistent with the freedom and independence of the people of South
Vietnam. The Prime Minister stated that implementation of the 1954
Geneva accords is a sound basis for the settlement of the Vietnamese

problem.,




The President was delighted to know of the intention of the
University of California at Santa Barbara to bestow an honorary degree

on the Prime Minister during his current visit,

W. Ho riggins



AFGHANISTAN

PROGRESS exAMPLES

EDUCATION
UNIVERSITY ENROLLMENT
1956
1966

ELECTRIC POWER
CAPACITY 1,000 KW

1956

®

L)

Q0
o5 QQUUOVQQ0Q000 00 00 0P OQ Qe

ROADS
TOTAL PAVED MILES

1956 wmmm [OO

1966 1,200

EMANCIPATION

1959 — GOVERNMENT ENCOURAGED WOMEN
OF WOMEN

TO DISCARD SHADRI

1964 — NEW CONSTITUTION PROVIDES UNIVERSAL
ADULT SUFFRAGE

1965 — WOMAN JOINS CABINET - 3 WOMEN
ELECTED TO PARLIAMENT
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AFG "ANISTAN

PROBLEMS

AGRICULTURE

TOTAL ARABLE
LAND 15%

FOOD/GRAIN PRODUCTION
MILLIONS OF TONS(EST.)

1966 *%f’x 3.8

PL 480- WHEAT IMPORTS
THOUSANDS OF TONS

1956 ﬁ QUD 40,000

EXAMPLES
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COST OF LIVING

1961-62=100

200

175
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AFGHAN'STAN: TRADE g AlD No Foreign Dissem
Millions US Dollars
150
® 131.0
Eree World Other Free World
us 115.9
; Other Communist
&
100 — ‘ommunist USSR
IMPORTS  72.8 10.0
58.9
50 __ EXPORTS 464
|
0 | ) l
1959 1963 1966
PL-480 Deliveries 40,000 _— 10,000
(Tons)
1,069
Other Free World
CUMULATIVE AID TO AFGHANISTAN i EF Ty
SINCE 1951 _
(Millions US Dollars) 349 | us
40 Other Communist
us 3
245
Czechoslovakia — ) 592 USSR
16
USSR 226
Military Economic

NOTE: YEARS ARE FISCAL ENDING ON MARCH 20
* Primarily exports to UK, Pakistan, India ond imports from Fed. Rep. of Germany, Pakistan, India
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February 27, 1967

WALT -

This request for the President's
signature on a farewell letter to Ambassador
Majid of Afghanistan is one of those human
gestures which are appreciated out of all
proportion to the time they take. I hope
you can push it forward, because he leaves
tonight, and it would be good to get the
-letter on its way as soon as possible.

Howard Wriggins



February 27, 1967

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT: Farewell letter for departing Afghan Ambassador

The Department of State requests your sigaature on
the attached farewell letter to Ambassador Dr. Abdul
Majid, of Afghanistan. He is off to be Ambassador in
London. He has done a good though inconspicuous job
for his country here.

He will be going home to Kabul before taking up his
position in Loadon and will no doubt see P. M. Majiwandwal
prior to his trip here.

Such gestures as this are appreciated out of all pro-
portion to the time they take.

W. W. Rostow

Att: letter for signature

WWR:HW:lw
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Dear Ambassador Majid:

My good wishes go with you on your new
assignment. The three years you have spent
here have ecen closc and cordial relations
between our countries. This has beeca due
in no small part to your sincerity and eflec-
tiveness. All of us will mmiss you.

Sincerely,

LB

Dr. Abdul Majid
Ambassador of Afghanictan
2341 Wyomring Avenue
Washington, D.C.

WWR:HW:Iw
2/27/67



HW - " “ghanistan

_—CONFIDENTIAL July 25, 1966

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Informal Working Visit of Prime Minister
Maiwandwal of Afghanistan

You will recall that several months ago you agreed
to an informal working visit for the Prime Minister of
Afghanistan sometime in November of this year.

A fow weeks ago the Prime Minister proposed a
meeting in Washington for late October to fit with a visit
he is making to Western Europe. We indicated that the
election would make this date impossible.

We now propose a one or two-day visit during the
period November 21-23. If you approve, we can firm wup
the arrangements here and the Prime Minister can fix his
own plmn

w. w.n.

Approve

See me

DECLASSIFIED
Authosiry N3 9'1-200

ey
B\W NARA, Darew

V




HW - Afghanistan
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June 28, 1966

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW
SUBJECT: A Visit to Afghanistan

It is much in the U.S. interest to send a high-~level
representative to Afghanistan in mid-July for the ribbon-
cutting ceremony on the Kabul-Kandahar Highway.

{(a) Russian leaders flow in and out in droves, but very
rarely does the U. 8. appear to care.

(b) Being part of a traditional society, the Afghans attach
great importance to a personal demonstration of attention.

{(c) We have put a lot of money into the road, and we should
get some political returns from this investment.

{(d) There was hope that Secretary Freeman could fit it in,
but his schedule is too tight; Udall is also out for scheduling
reasons. '

(e} John Walsh has talked to Hayes Redmon, and the President
is being asked to appoint a senior official or close friend as his
personal representative.

I recommend we support this request with a reasoned foreign
policy justification.

Howard Wriggins



HW - Afehanistan

June 28, 1966

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: A Presidential Representative to Afghanistan for the
Ceremonial Opening of the Kandahar~Kabul Highway,
July 18, 1966

1. This famous highway, financed and engineered by U.S. money and
skills, has finally been completed and will be dedicated on July 18. It

is the last iiuk im a complicated highway network we have beea building.
The Aighans have expressed the hope that we could send a senior
official to participate in the ceremonies and dramatize, by his pres-
ence, the substantial U.S. constribution to this project which links

the two main cities of the country.

2, The occasion presents an unusual opportunity which we should
not miss.

(a) Sending a member of your Cabinet or prominent personal
friend would underline for all to see your concern for constructive
development in Asia.

(b) Russian leaders appear frequently. When a Russian
segment of the highway was completed, they seat 2 Deputy
Foreign Minister. Rarely have Americans above an Assistant
Secretary gone to Kabul. Apart from Mr. Harriman in 1965,
the last high official was President Eisenhower in 1959.

{c) We have invested nearly $40 million ia this particular road
project; a visit at this time would be an inexpensive way of getting
a significant political return in Afghanistan and thereby. indirectly
in Iran and Pakistan,

{d) It would give the Afghans an opportunity to show their
interest in affirming that they are not under the Soviet thumb.
This would help to underline the fact that Am¢ricm are wanted
and our efforts are appreciated in Asia,

3. Secretary Freeman will be on the sub-continent at the time. He
already knows his Afghan counterpart. He can't make a July 18th date
in Kabul. State believes the Afghans would change the date to accom-

modate a U.S. Cabinet member, if Freeman could be persuaded to add
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