
WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES) 
FORM OF 

DOCUMENT CORRESPONDENTS OR TITLE DATE RESTRICTION 

Kabul 4~81 
C 1 p. ~ I\- le-09 

~!-----'l2~pmp~.--~ .,._ ✓tll-1,__ r F ~vs #$'~ 1 

[dup. #32, NSF, CF, "Afghanistan, Vol. 1," Box 116] 

3/28/67
' 

[dup. #64, NSF, Memos to the Pres., "Rostow, Vol. 30," Box 17] 

#4b me lmltze to the President -~ S-IJ-,:?. Nl...l e,~-'f 
C 2 pp, 
[dup. #64a, NSF, Memos to the Pres., "Rostow, Vol. 30," Box 17 

15 ffl61RQ... Saunders to Rostow-
£ 1p ~ ll-10-0, 

[du 

ostow to the President ~ 1::i.-1~-~" r-JZ vs 4S"'I-I 

--s- 1 p. 
. #29a, NSF, CF, "Afghanistan, Vol. 1," Box 116 & #128, Memos to the Pr s., "Rostow, ol. 26," Box 15] 

"lffl letter Robert Neoma.rm to Wriggios 
s 1 p. ~ 1\-\0-09 

.. #Sb cgtJte Kabul 429'° 
~C 2 pp. ~ ll - I0-0'1 

#Becabl-8.... Kabul 427:, 

'11-"'/~-/S--.o,;,
S 2 pp ~£1,1.5,,#5"~ 

[dup. #35, NSF, CF, "Afghanistan, Vol. 1," Box 116] 

4~~ 

orw ca1zqh<opa we 

FILE LOCATION 

NSF, Files of Howard Wriggins, "Afghanistan June 1966-July 1967," Box 1 

RESTRICTION CODES 

(A) Closed by Executive Order 12356'governing access to national security information. 
(B) Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
(C) Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in the donor's deed of gift. 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION NA FORM 1429 (6-85) 
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LIMITED OFFICJAh ~SE §TAT~ 29!024 

I• PLEASE DEL..IXE~ E:O~LOW_ING ~£SSAGE tROM P~ESI_DENrf T9 KING, 
BEGIN QUOTE YOUR MAJESTY I ON BEHALF' OF' THE AMERI CAN, PEOPLE I 
THANK YOUR MAJESTY FORYOUR MESSAGE ON TH~ OCCASION OF THE 
COMPLETION OF-T8E .APOL:LO VIII-MI_SSION•· • -

THE ACHIEVEMENTOF APOLLO VIII ANO ITS. GALLANT CREW IS AN 
HISTORIC STEP. IN MAN'S SEARCH .. FOR KNOWLEDGE-OF THEI UNIVERSE IN 
WHj CH HE LIVES, • AND HERALDS A BRH~HT NEW ERA OF EXPLPRATI ON AND 
StIENTIFIC INVESTi~ATiON.- COL• BORMAN, CAPT• LOVE~L~ A~O LT;. 
co(. ANDERS J01~ ~E IN THIS E~PRESSlON OF APPRECIATION ~OR• 
YOUR KI ND WORDS; • S _I NCERElV, ~YNOON 8 • JOHN~ON END' QUOT~• 

2• F'yI TEXT OF KING'S CONGRATULATORY QUOTE THE MESSAGE WASI 
SINGULAR AND MAGNiFitENt APOL[O F~1GHT' HAS fXPAND~D T~E-HUM~~ 
KNOWLEDGEOF tHE UNlVtRSE, A kNOWLEDGEWHICR ALL TRUST WILL 
FURTHER THE UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN MEN ON E~RTH •• PLEASE ACCEPT 
OUR-CoNGRATULATlO~S-ANDEXTEND TO TME THREE-COURAGEOUS -
ASTRONAUTSTHEI FELICITATIONS OF'. THE AFGHAN PEOPL.E. MOHAMMAD 
ZAH~R ~ING OF A~G~~~I§T~N ~ND QUOTE EijD FYI; • -

3• WHI~E HOUSE DOES NOT PLAN RELEASE BUT HAS NO OBJECTION 
SHOUL~ RGA wr§H rci•oo s6 •• IF R~A PLANS-RELfA~E~ .~OUL5 ." 
A~P~EtIATE TW~N!Y•F9U~ HOYRS NOticE Sd WHIT~ HOUS~ M~Y, • 

ARRANGE JOINT RELEASE IF DESIRED. RUSK 
L I MI r.E O: 0 FF -I C I AL USE ... -~~ -
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Hue I.a a .n~,ecs PnaUential 
r y to Primo Wmeter Malwuahral'• 
letter eeat aa bb 4epa.rt:uz-• from tba 
UM Special Sea• 

The pa-oe• t.en't 1reat W Iba main 
.,.... ef OU ......... CIIJ'O\\d. Wldl• 
Ill• leau.e of eadllla beW~ la 
lmport:a& • ... 14out that t!t.• 
Pr .. w.nt ■ bolald Wmaelf pt b:lto that 
tblcket. 

LIMITED OJ'FlaAL USE 

Att: f/WR memo for the Preeicleat. 7 /8/67, 
a.tt. Read to R09tow memo. 1 IT/ 67, 
eac. tel gram to Kabul for cl ranc (WH-2605) 



LIMITED OFHJCIAL USE 

M.EMOR.AJIDVM FOil THE PR.ESll>EMT 

su.a.rECrt LettaT to Y- IMI& Priaw Mtatater Mal.....a..l _. 
Slue'• .............. y 

Before._..,._ U1fOA ,_ lCa1NI. Prime~~ 
...... ,.. ...... c ........ ~. He ....... ,.._.,.... frialt1y IINtMeUt,y 
--- - wu bare__. mq,Ne- Ids •••fl••' ..... ta psr1n1t1 ~ 
relattGlla with-. Aa.,.. • bP •BJ ldlli el Ille IMll4 el a W..Um. 
Cl I I ,. lae .,. 9t1r ........ -at tile UM wUl lie la 8CC;eft1ac• with ftlll" 
bMIMl••l ,..._.eldp with Anl, _. Afn•Aelaa ,.,,p1 ... 

..._, • ...., ... .aa zeply • M aa& IJy caW.• Aaab Wm tu W. 
1-.r ....... , .... OU" ,.•••~•••talc 11w •••••-8:N.J'fll 11te a 
cllm•• ta •Mela tla.e •taeu el tile area ........... eaa· acid,.,.• ...... 
aa1 •• r.-.. f:ri•Gy- HI•._ witlil all tile Aru utiOlla ad r..alna 
aa Wn•••C ta._ tarrllo11al ..a p111Med Wept&y o,I all t:2Mt....._ ta...... 

lt-te•• , .. ,_..._.•••tlloaMacaedmu_. .. 

• • ...... 1(11 

AU& Read &o Raef.ow mema. 7/7/67. 
cmc. talep-Alll to Ka-1 ,_ cl.arw• (WH-2685) 

UMITQ) OJTICl"L USE 



Text of letter fro Prime Minister Maiwandwa/to . _e 
President dated June 29, 1967 

Dear Mr. Preaident: 

Upon leaving New York, I •hould like to addr••• myaelf 

to Your Excellency while rec&llln1 with gratitude the friendly 

hoapltality you accorded me durina my Yiait to the United Stat•• 

of America three month• ago .. 

My current vl•lt wa• 1n connection with the emer1ency 

•e••lon of the United Nation• Cieneral A•••mbly and bebaa therefore 

confined to New York, I ahould like to take the opportunity, throuab 

thl• letter, to convey once a1aln to Your Excellency the deaire of 

my people to promote the friendly relation• which ao happily exiat 

between our two countrl••. 

We are deeply 1rleved by the arave aituatlon ln the Middle 

Eaat characterised by the braell military occupation of territorie• 

belonpng to Jordan, the United Arab Republic and Syria. 

We hope that the etand to be taken by the United Stat•• 

Government on the preaent debate in the Cieneral Aaaembly will be 

not ollly in accordance with it• traditional friendablp with Arab and 

Afro-Aatan. people•, but aleo in •upport of the principle• for which 

I take thl• opportunity to extend to Your Excellency the 

expreaaion of my hl1h••t conaideration. 

Prime Minbter Maiwandwal 



.JEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

~~f i-f, ~ June 30, 196? 

~ ,:J · MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 

~ Io,~ .THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter to the President from 
the Afghan Prime Minister 

The enclosed.unsealed letter· to the President from 
Prime Minister·Maiwandwal was delivered by the Afghan 
Ambassador during a call in the Department today. In it 
the Prime Minister expressed· g·ratitude for the hospitality 
accorded him during his r~cent visit to the United States 
and reiterated· the desire of the Afghan people to promote 
friendly relations bet:ween·our two countries. He also 
expressed the hope that the Uni,tedStates Government wiU 
take a position in the U. N. General Assembly debate on 

• the Middle East situation in accordance with its traditional 
friendship with the Arabs and Afro-Asians and in support of 
American principles. 

A suggested reply will be forwarded in the near future. 

a~._ad ___ _ 

-r=utlve-Secretary 

Enclosure:· 

As stated·. 
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PREMIER MINISTRE 

Dear Mr. President, 

Upon leaving New York, I should like 
to address myself to Your Excellency while 
recalling with gratitude the friendly hospitality 
you accorded me during my visit to the United r ·.• -

t-·::-:.States of America three months ago. 
Mycurrent visit was in connection with t·-

the emergency se~sion of the· United Nations General 1 . 
I •,; .. 

Assembly and being therefore confined to New York, .;: 

• ' I should like to take the opportunity, through this [ 

letter, to convey once again to Your Excellency the [ ·-~-. 
desire of my people to promote the friendly 
relations which so happily exist between our two 
countries. 

We are deep_ly g~ieved by the grave 
situation in the Middle East characterized by 
the Israeli military occupation of territories 
belonging to Jordan, the United Arab Republic 
and Syria. 

I. 
_;~.J(_·-<>·-'.--~---·=:.-•.·._,:-:·\\ _:.;.'_··-.-·.-._·: ·:_ ·.: ,, -~-- /~.-:::~:~• .-:-· -~ ·:: ·< ' ••.. ::·.:::.). ;:/;~(;_.; ) :.'_·.~-:-~-.. • ., 

·. . .. - ... ,.,
~ 

"":"'··---. -· -- . ~ ~:·•. ·:- . . .,. . , •,. ... ·,• 
·- .~-....:. .. _·. .. .. :-,......• ·- .... ,• 

,,; ·'··: < ~_,,,.,;·_:;; :,c:i•~~;<t{;i;,;.1;:~:~;·::..~~:,;:,,c±-'., •, 
' ' • 



. . . .---~~- ·-- ·-----------·--.~---.--- .... ---~·-·--'-•--""'----·- ....-: -·. 

We hope that the stand to be taken by 
the United States Government on the present debate. 
in the General Assembly will be not only in 
accordance with its traditional friendship with 
Arab and Afro-Asian peoples, but also in support 
of the principles for which it stands. 

I tak~ this opportunity to extend to· 
Your Excellency the expression of my highest 
consideration. 

New York, 29 June 1967 Yours sincerely, 

i. ~,~~-~ ~ ~~--!, 
Mohammad Hashi~;Ja.r, 

-His Excellency 
Lyndon Baines Johnson 
President of the United States of America 
The White H9use 
Washington, o.c. 
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11 -CONi'IDiNTIAL 
Action 

IJIJJJ~VZC!!ICe61 QTA2~7
IO RR RUEH UEHDT 

DE RUQT 4 981 16704 1 5 Info 
ss ZNY CCCCC 

R 1 604l 1 CZ JUN 67GPM 
FM AMEMBASSYKABULSP 
TO RUMTBK/ AM EMBASSY BANGKOK

SC INFORUEHC/SECSTATEWASHDC 
L RUEHDT/USUNNEW YORK 
H STATE GRNC 
EA BI' 

-6 Q N f I D E ~ T I .O.=tNE.A 
p 

REF:
UST.A 
NSC SUBJ: PROPOSEDHI~HWAYHERAT-KA9ULVIA HAZARAJAT 

. INR 
CIA 1. BELIEVE UNDP STUDY SEVERAL YEARS OLD. NEITHER EMBASSY NOR 
NSA LSAID/A HAS COPY. ~0 US COMMENTS ON FILE HERE. 
DOD 

2. GENERALVIEW E!t19ASSY/USAIDIS THAT HIGH COST OF' HIGHWAYIGA DFSIRED BY AFGHANS COULD NEVER BE MATCHED BY ECONOMIC BENEFITS
f ID WITHINREASONABLEPERIOD. NEEDS ASIAN HIGHWAY AMPLYSERVED 
E b'f S.:XISTIMfl(ICfHW/"IYt<M.lUL-1'.J\IHJAHAR-Hf,RAT. '.~.-lfRfAS CA.SE: MA\' 
COM BE. Dr Vf-l.lJPFll bY Rl,ti J•Of-~ t'AVll\l:1 ROAi)S AT El THiR nm FO~ CEfO(dr' 
nor Dl5Tt-if'.ICE5, HlTAL PHO.It CT t.'ULJI_1 AND SHOULU N0"f !:iLJALli'Y fClR US 
FRB 
TRSY J:IN,,ijfdi:fbGstDFULL-LENGTH POLITICALLYATTRACTIVEPROJECT IS TO 

RGA FOR PURPOSES GETTING REMOTE INNER AREAS MORE INVOLVED IN 
XMB 

RSR 
RSC PAGE2 RUQTKB4 98 l C Q ~ F I 9 E ~I T I A 1: 

NATIONAL SCENE. HOWEVER, US SHARE THIS INTEREST IS NO WAY 
COf!'PARABLE TO COST OF PROJECT, ANO IS V£RY LOWIN PRIORITY 
COMP~REDTO OTHER US HlTERESTS AND TO US VIEW OF BEST USE 
EXTERNALASSISTANCEFUNDS. 

~. IF ECAFE WISHES SEND ~HIPPLE TO CONSULT AFGHANAUTHORITIES 
CRUN RPT Ut-: MISSION HERE, WE GLAD SEE HI~ WHILE HERE. HOWEVER 
IF, AS INDICATED REFTEL, WHIPPLE'S SOLE PURPOSE WOULD BE 
CONSULT EMBASSY AND USAID, WE STRONGLY ADVISE AGA.!NST TRIP. 

·(P•3. NEUMANN. 

DECLASSIFIED C0NFIDlOlTI ~I 
E.O. 1 ~292, Sec. 3.-4 

ByWef'fr j NARA,Deta.L~~::<fj 
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.C.ONFI..flENTiltLATTACHMENT 

115515 

~~ZJ 
TO: ?1r°•Richa~Moose 

The White House/ ",, i)FROM: J 7anne Davip \:)J 
Director \J 
Secretariat Staff 

The enclosed memcon 
of the President's conver­
sation with Prime Minister 
Maiwandwal was prepared on 
March 28. Through an 
administrative mix-up it 
was not, however, sent to 
the White House for 
clearance. 

.,, 

I 
I 

,.~~v~. - \ . 

•. 
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~ >:~:~ TO: W. Rostow~' .~.--.-_ Mr. Walt 
.· .. 

.~,.. 

The White House 

. . H R 1 ~!,;t)FROM: BenJ am1.n . eaa•,.·-,-.. ~· I ..,-..
Executive Secret_ar~ 

Memorandum of Conversation between 
the President and Afghan Prime Minister 
Maiwandwal, March 28, 1967 

• .... . :-r .. 

• 

..":. 

• .;,·-:_ 

For approval prior to distribution. 

The President's remarks are sidelined 
in blue. 

This memorandum was drafted by 
NEA/PAF Mr. Spain and cleared by 
the Secretary and NEA Acting Assistant 

. . ·..... Secretary Handley . 
• ..._• ::L• ·\•,: C. ~ ~ ~'.; • ,.~ ,.• 

,.:... 

Attachment: 

Memorandum of Conversation 

cfO~IP I:CfEMTikt i\TTACHMENT 

.•. 

-•:'f-: ~"-

.-c; ••I,-_: • 

......· 

. . . . . ....~ _.,, .. -.... .:- - .- ~ ... 

-r " - -;. ~': ~ .~-
... 

. ; 

' 

....; 



-------- ----------------------------------------

• DEPARJ:MENI'OF STATE 

MEM:>Rl-\NDlMOF COOVERSATICN 

D..Z\.TE:March 28, 1967 
PIACE: The White House 

SlJBJOCI': The President's Conversation with 
Afghan Prime Minister Ma.iwandwal 

PARI'ICIPANTS:• United States 
The President 
Secretary of state Dean Rusk 
Mr. Walt w.'RostCM, Special Assistant to the President 
Mr. Havard Wriggins, Executive Off ice of the President 
1lmbassador Syffiin:Jton, Chief of Protocol 
ActinJ Assistant Secretary William J. Handley, NFA ~ 
llrnbassador lbbert G. Neunann, U. S.Ambassador to Afghanistan 
COtmtry Director James w. Spain, Pakistan-Afghanistan Affairs 

Afghanistan . 
His Excellency Mohamnad Hashim Maiwandwal, Prime Minister 
His Excellency Abdullah Malikyar, Ambassador of Afghanistan 
His Excellency Nur Ali, Minister of Ccmnerce • 
Secretary Farhadi, COtmcil of Ministers 

After the President and the Prime Minister joined the other members of 
the party, the Prime Minister thanked the President for the opportunity 
\<mi.chhi~ visit to the United States provided to renew old friendships. 

Secretary Rusk noted that the Secretary General of the United Nations 
had just made public his proposal on Vietnam and that the USG had cannented 
favorably on it. He added that he tmderstcxxl Hanoi's reaction was negative. 

The President said he had discussed the annotmcanent with the Prime 
Minister and told him of our disappointment at Hanoi's negative reacticn. 
He said we had earlier consulted with our allies on the proposal and 
responded affi:rmatively. We had done this a dozen or so times in the 
past on other propo~als. H~ver, ~anoi' 7 reaction to the Secretary

I·General was that this was none of his business. 

War is everybcxly's business, the President said, and the U.S. is 
prepared to consider anyl:xxly' s SU3"gestion for ending it. He said he had 
asked Mr. lbstc:M to check the time and manner of our consultations on 
u-Thant's latest proposal and that he wanted to shCM this data to the 
Priroe Minister. 

O:MPIDE!!'fflL'.1,L 



• CONEIDmTIAL 

-2-

I The. President added that he felt more strongly then ever 
• that the people of Vietnam should be allowed to have free elections 

and that after that, • if they wanted us out, we would be happy to 
leave·. The money we are spending for bullets we would be happy to 
spend instead for bread. We would even be willing to help Ho Chi Minh. 

He stressed, ho.vever, that we were not going to surrender or pull 
out of Vietnam, saying that if agreements were:ho gcod there, they 
were no good anywhere~ He said we are still ready to go toward peace. 
OUr answer is Yes. Hanoi Is is still No. • 

The Prime Minister observed that the Secretary General is going 
abroad again and suggested that perhaps he would be having further 
cx:msultations on Vietnam during his trip. • 

Secretary Rusk noted thatru .Thant,1had seen two North Vietnamese 
diplanats in Rangoon and thought it possible that those discussions 
had been taken 'into account in the Secretacy General's present proposal. 
The Secretary told the Prime Minister that we kne.w of his interest 
in the cause of peace in Vietnam.. He added he did not kna-, whether 
or not the Prime Minister had any way to explore privately further 
noves; he remarked that he thought public approaches were not • 
likely t~ get very far at the present tine. • 

The Prime M:inister agreed that public approaches were :hot apt 
to be effective and satd that the rigid public stands which both 
sides have taken makes this difficult. He noted that Afghanistan 
has always stood by the April, 1964 recarrnendations of the seventeen 
nan-aligned countries. In response to a question fran Secretary Rusk 
as to how much attention the Vietnam problem attracted in Afghanistan, 
the Prime Minister said that it attracted a good deal of attention 
and na-, that there is denocracy in the country it was sanetimes used 
by the politicians , for their CMn purposes. He expressed his concern 
over the problem describin;J it as an explosive situation which he 
feared might escalate into a bigger danger. 

COPIES TO: S/S 
S/P 

NEA 
EA 

Amembassy KABUL 

G 
INR/OD 
WH 
CIA 

NE.A/PAF:JWSpain:atrn 
3/28/67 -eaNfiibt'MTIM. 



HW - AfgJ .istan 

June 7, 1967 
WALT-

Here at la•t l• the reque•t 
to the Pre•ldent on Kajalcal. Th• 
Preeident promtaed Maiwandwal 
that it would. be proc•••ecl through 
'11• bur•ucncy within a month. 

AID l• much inter••ted. and 
l bope thi• can 10 up promptly. 

Howa.rd Wri1IIU 
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eokllDZNHAL 

M.EMOaANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUBIECT: Afpe,adst.a■ - Loa.a for Kajakal Hyuoelactric Plaat 

Here la the req .. a& for ,..r formal appnw.J. of a $l2 mUUon 
loaa to Afpenl••• to fl•ac• tta.e inatallat.iea of &dditioaal _.... 
la&eq11lp....... at the K&Jakal dam In tu U.1mNlCI Y.U.,. witb. wblch 
,,.,.,. lteea aa•oclated ,_. maay Y-.••· Whea Am.baauclor Maiwa.aclwal 
waa here la earl,. April. .,.. adWN4 Wm we .....W cleclde oa tile lea.a 
wittlia tWny-,.. bat AID bu pwa U a moet ..._.. plag over. 

After ca.rdal rmew. tlley coacur that it 1• eccz ■ mlcally ....._ 
li JGQ &pp...,,. W• 1--. actaal constnctioa will aat be at&rted mdil 
at1•cterJ progrea• l• made toward lmpl"O'Viq a.ccoaatiaflpnceduNa, 
the rate atnactm.e a.ad the collectioa of paym.411daill theil' electrical.........,.. 

Secretarf Fowler •tr"• the b&laaee of paymeate effect. of the 
loaJI are minbnal. 

Jt WOl1ldcreate a pelltlca1 ~ if we tuwNl it dowa now. 
We ha~ doae three feallllllUtr atudlu and alr-.d.y la 1965 told tum 
we .._,..... la priDclple" to fi•nce lt. 

Claaril• Sclmlts ap ... wlfll BW Gaud we •hcNW a• abeML I 
recommend ,,_ &J>PZ'Off. 

~KaiJab' __ _ Dle&ppfttw __ _ 

AID -· aJao Men llol-Uaa off OD& $4. 5 lriHHoa eq\1lpn1 •• loaa 
fH eu6-__.,,.._ machhee,y to be uecl la.baihUna lrriptloa. woriul 
la tlae Helmand- van.,. Thi• amaJ.l a laaa woca1dnot aermally come 
to .,... but AD>1aaa held lt 11p ever alDce yo. pllt a & .... oa all Afalaaa 
a!tL TIiey ••a.W Wte to p aJa•cl now. I recemmead we proc:Ncl. 

Yea oa ama1l .... Dlaapprov. _____ _ Se.me 

EC 
E. 0. 1 356, Sec. 3.4 
NI'J_.../,,,,J:!i, __ ,___ W. W. Roatow 

~ j"~,~-'l~ 
y at¼?:=:@ eeNflDE!ft'IALl 



tGrifJtlEMrAl= 
EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503 

DECLASSIFIED 
UAY2,9 1967OFFICE OF E.O. 12356, Sec.3.4 

THE DIRECTOR 

NJ.J - - ◄ ◄- ef - -

By ~ , NARA, Date ~--1:i-~ ~ 

MEMORANDUMFOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Afghanistan - Loan for Kajakai Hydroelectric Plant 

Attached for your consideration is a request from Bill Gaud 
that you approve a $12 million power project loan in 
Afghanistan. The project involves installation of gener­
ating equipment at an existing dam and the associated trans­
mission system. 

The project would supply power to the Helmand Valley, where 
the U.S. has invested over $60 million since 1950. So far 
we have little to show for our investment. AID is hopeful, 
however, that agricultural output in the Valley can be in­
creased over the next ten years by two to four times present 
levels. 

The Kajakai loan has a long history. Since 1964, the U.S. 
has done three feasibility studies, all of which concluded 
that the project is feasible. In 1965, AID informed the 
Afghanistan Government that it "agreed in principle .. to 
financing the project. You advised Prime Minister Maiwandwal 
last month that we would decide on this loan in about thirty 
days. 

In AID's judgment, this loan is economically sound. There 
were some serious problems with the project which had to be 
cleared up: 

The feasibility of the project depends upon sub­
stantial increases in per capita power consumption 
and decided improvement in collections. 

The Afghans have only limited ability to staff, main­
tain, and operate complex projects. 

The Afghan Electric Authority has a very poor per­
formance record, receiving payment for only about 
half of the power they generate. 
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As part of the proposed loan, therefore, AID will finance 
technical training to develop local manage~ent and operating 
skills. In addition, AID has agreed that construction will 
not be started until satisfactory progress is made towards 
accounting improvements, adequate rates, and a collection 
system which assures costs will be met from revenues. 

Domestic Revenue Problems 

The World Bank, AID, and the IMF have pointed out the need 
for greater domestic revenues if Afghanistan's development 

-goals are to be .realized. In order to assure that this power 
project wiil not draw· resources from other important pro­
grams, AID has agreed to negotiate for measures to increase 
revenues in order to assure domestic financing of an increas­
ing share of development expenditures. 

The funds will be used to purchase goods and services in the 
U.S. Secretary Fowler agrees that the balance of payments 
effects of the loan will be minimal. 

There would be a serious political problem in turning this 
project down. The history of the U.S. involvement in this 
project and in the Helmand Valley and the 1965 agreement 
••in principle" to finance the project have given it special 
significance in our relations with Afghanistan. 

In view of 

• the political problem involved in rejecting the 
loan, 

• the fact that AID wi~l condition the project on the 
Afghans taking the steps necessary to make the project 
pay off, and 

• the project's contribution to meeting the long-run 
growth in power demand, 

I recommend that you authorize the loan as set forth above. 

~~~~ 
Charles L. Schultze 
Director 

Attachment = ___ Disapprove 
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MEMORANDlJ11·1FOR THE PRESIDENI' 

SUBJECT: Afghanistan - $12 Million Kajakai Hydroelectric Project Loan 

Recannnendation: That you authorize us to inform the Royal Government of 
Afghanistan that we are prepared to negotiate a $12 million Development 
Loan to finance the foreign exchange costs of the Kajakai Hydroelectric 
Project. 

Background: During Prinie Minister MohammadHashim Ma.iwandwal' s recent visit, 
you informed him that our review of the proposal was nearing completion and 
that his Government could expect our decision in approximately thirty days. 

We have completed the necessary review and find the project to be economically 
feasible. There is an unsatisfied and growing demand in the Helllland Valley 
for power. Present power facilities are inadequate to meet this demand and 
the installation of generating equipment in the existing Kajakai Dam would 
provide adequate a.mounts of dependable and economic power for the first time. 

The Project: The loan will finance the foreign exchange costs for the con­
struction of a two 16,500 Kilowatt units hydroelectric generating plant, 
other attendant physical facilities in the Kanda.har-Girishk area of the 
Helllland Valley, and the furnishing of technical, supervisory and training 
services for the Afghan electric authorities responsible for the construction 
and operation of the Project. Repayment terms of our loan will be 4o years; 
·with a 10 years grace period; and with interest at one percent during the 
grace period and two and one-half percent thereafter. • 

U.S. Interest in the Helmand Valley: U.S. involvement in the Valley began 
in the early 1950's with Elcport-Import Bank assistance totaling $39-5 
million and was supplemented with U.S. technical assistance cannnencing in 
1953. Afghan and U.S. investment in the Valley now totals about $115 
million which have been expended for an extensive irrigation and drainage 
system, dams, agricultural institutions, roads, and other related facilities. 
The objectives of the Afghan and U.S. governments in this region are to 

•increase benefits from existing investments, accelerate agricultural 
production, and encourage development of industry. 

Balance of Payments Effect: These loan funds will be used to finance 
commodities and services from the United States. Exports financed under 
this loan arc additional to co:rnrn.ercial exports for which Afghanistan 
authorizes foreign cxch~nge. 
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Self'-Help Criteria: The U.S. is pressing to maximize the commitment of 
Afghan resources to the overall develo_pment program outlined in the 
proposed Third Five Year Plan (1967-71), which is now in the final stages 
of preparation. Commitments to electric power development in the Third 
Plan total 3.0 billion af'ghanis ($40 million equivalent) or approximately
10 percent of the Plan total. 

The Kajakai project has been assigned a high priority within the Helmand 
Valley section of the Plan. The Afghan government has allocated $3.4 
million equivalent to cover local costs of this power facility, the input 
to be made through annual budgets over a three-four year period. We will 
require evidence of the amount of funds appropriated for the initial year 
of the project and 'will monitor the Afghan government's annual commitment 
to see that sufficient funds are budgeted in subsequent fiscal years to 
carry out the project. 

We will also require the Afghan government to establish a competently 
staffed regulatory and administrative agency. To this end, we propose to 
require satisfactory evidence that an effective rate schedule will be 
developed, an appropriate time schedule for the introduction of the new 
rates will be prepared and approved by the Afghan goverrunent, and improved 
revenue collection and accounting procedures will be installed in a timely 
manner. • Further, we will specify that a portion of the loan will be used 
to contract with a U.S. public utility or private firm for advisory services, 
to the national regulatory agency in the areas of utility regulation, 
management and·fiscal responsibility. 

Trained Afghan management and operating personnel are vital to the success 
of the project. To safeBuard this major investment, we will specify that 
the U.S. contract will include provision for the necessary training and 
supervision of adequate numbers of Afghan personnel to operate the com­
pleted facility. 

The Department of State concurs in this reconnnendation. 

Action Reouested: That you authorize negotiation of the $12 million 
Development Loan for Kajakai Hydroelectric Project. 

It~(£/ 
William S. Gaud 

Approved: 

Disapproved: 

Date: 
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Mr. Wriggins ~ 

Si:GRJi'f May 2, 1967 

MEMOllANDUM FOR WWR _ 

SUBJECT: F.arther Aid to/~~ 

Now that w• have 'broken loo■• the PL 480 for Af1haniatan, 
we oupt to look forwa,-d to the two r•mainln1 aid item• on the 
Af1bui•tan a1enda: 

1. Th• bla one, ol courae, la the Kajakat Dam loan. Thia 
ha.a now worked it■ way almost all th• way thrcn.aah th• AID loan 
mac:hlMry and wW come to u■ • ome time in th• nat week or two. 

1. There ta abo • $4. 6 million loan fer earthmoving equip­
ment to be u•ed in the Helm.and Valley, laraely for ll'rigatlon work,. 
Thu ta already to go and would not nerm&lly ceme to the Pr•• ident 
becau.ae it la leas tban $10 million. However, in vie,,, of the 
Preatd•nt'• gllJlel'al fr•••• on M1bani•tan at.cl. AJD i• aaldni whether 
it can 10 ahead on ita own. I a1r•ecl to aound yeu out •inc• you have 
talked recently with the Preatdent. 

If the Preaident do•• not feel stronaly about this any lon1el', 
you may want me to 1tve AlD a go-ahead on the •mall loan. The 
Kajakal loan will have to come to the Pre ■ ident latel" anyway. I! 
you fffl the President would not like anyth.tnt to go ahead without 
hi• Jmowt.na,we can hold the ■ mall loan a week or two until we are 
ready to check the KaJakalpr•J•ct with htm and simply make the 
smaller one a para1raph in that memo. 

Hal Saunder■ 

Qo ahead with the equipment loan 

We'd better check it with the 
Preaident later 
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HW - Afghan 

April 19, 1967 

WALT ... 

I gather the President wants to chat about Afghaniatan 
PL 480 wheat and oil . 

.Aa.m.baaaador Neumann bas come in several time• aince 
his return. The price situation in Kabul con.tinuea to worsen 
and Neumann urges immediate action if at all possible. He 
argue• that a prompt decision by us will help roll back. flour 
price•, which havep-eacbed record high• in Kabul. Some 
holders of •tock• cb't be persuaded to releaae their holdings 
until a firm U. S. commitment is made public as a source of 
eventual repleniahment of the national aupply. 

BoB reviewed A1riculture' s self-help measures with 
care before approving the AID/ Agriculture memorandum. 

I think it puta the Preaident in a bad U1ht if he appears 
to ho.td up food becauae a Prime Minister from a little country 
up agablat the Soviet Union answers Press Club queri•• in a 
way to annoy us. 

Howard Wriggina 
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Tc: The President 

Subject: Public Law 48o Program withe 

We recommend that you authorize us to negotiate a PL 480 a.greem.ent with 
Afghanistan to provide approximately 4o,oootons of wheat and 4,000 
tons of vegetable oil, of which the current market value is $4.4 million. 
Payment would be made in convertible local currency over 40 years with 
1 percent interest during the 10-year grace period and 2½ percent· 
thereafter. The Department of State concurs in this reco:::nmendation. 

Af'~he.nistan's Food Situation 

Afghanistan is experiencing seriously reduced food supplies, especially 
in the urban sector, as a result of drought last sUlllITler. Precipitation 
in the mountains during the winter was late and inadequate, a..,d the 
outlook for grain production this year is uncertain. The whea·t crop 
harvested last su..•1merwas approximately 10 percent below the normaJ. 
2.2 million ton level. In the urban sector market supplies of wheat 
decreased to about 10,000 tons per month beginning last October, as 
compared with the normal average· level of 11,000 tons monthly. mi.eat 
prices country-wide have risen 30 percent since Nov~mber, and in some 
urboJl areas these prices have doubled since last year. 

Domestic production of animal and veBetable oils does not meet prezent 
market demand. The supply of edible animal fats has decreased because 
of the loss 
two years. 
a result of 
agreenent. 

of animals resulting from drought conditions 
Consumer demand is also shifting to edible 
experience with U.S. oils imported under the 

during the 
vegetable oiJ~s as 

1965 sales 

past 

Self-Help 

In 1965 the Afghan Governrri~nt initiated an accelerated agricultural pro­
duction program designed to achieve self-sufficiency in wheat by 1972. 
In supporting this progra..'ll the Government has taken some ~ortant steps 
in the past yea:r. It increased the .Agriculture Ministry's FY 1967 
development budget by 69 percent and tentatively approved a 25-30 per­
cent shift of development resources during the Third Plan frQm agricuJ.­
tural capitaJ. projects to production programs. AdditionaJ. budget funds 
were provided to support 43 agricultural students abroad during -the next 
five yea:rs and to train in Afghanistan 250 additional extension workers. 

Following last August's discussions with Secretacy F:-eer.ian on the need 
for increasiug production, an intensified wheat growing program was 
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launched with the object of rapidly boosting p~oduction .in FY's 1967 and 
1968. In carrying out this program the Ministry of Agriculture has im­
ported 620 tons of ilqproved seeds from Pakistan and Mexico and has 
obtained authority to import an additional 225 tons under an existing • 
U.S. loan. 6,660 acres were planted with improved varieties last fall 
for seed harvest this surrnner. Fertilizer is a vital part of this pro­
gram and ~as~ fall over 800 wheat/fertilizer demonstrations were made 
on farmers' lands. The Government has imported 10,500 tons of ferti­
lizer for use during the 1966-67 planting season and is ordering 10,000 
tons for use during next fall's planting. This contrasts with average 
annual fertilizer imports of only 4,000 tons from 1960through 1965. 

In this agreement we will require that the Government of Afghanistan: 

(1) Give highest priority to the development of agriculture 
during the Third Five Year Plan; 

(2) Continue the accelerated wheat production pz·ograrn which 
is designed to achieve self-sufficiency by 1972; 

(3) Give special attention to the findings of the proposed 
U.S. .Agricultural Survey Team; 

(4) Press ahead in expanding adaptive researc~ in the appli­
cation of fertilizers and in the use of improved seeds; 

(5) Give special attention to the forthcoming recommendations 
of the TVA fertilizer survey team concerning use and distribu­
tion of fertilizer and consider ways of rapidly expanding 
domestic fertilizer consumption as preparation for the fu11 
exploitation of planned fertilizer production facilities; 

(6) Take steps to significantly increase the number and 
quality of students in agric\ll.ture at Kabul University; 

(7) Continue its present program to become self-sufficient 
in edible oil production by 1970. 

Recommendation 

That you authorize us to proceed with the PL 480 sales agreement as 
described above. 

....,.,'<'.-Secretary 

1967 

Administrator 
Agency for Ir.ternational Development Department of Agriculture 

cc: J.Schnittker, D.Jacobson, C.Eskildsen, SEC 
L.Brown, E.Ransom, IADS 
T.Street, R.Gibb, FAS Export P.rog.Approve: _____________ _ 

~::r!;::~.:~eberger, F.Jack,r -CONFIDENTIAL 
M.Wichser, MR-FFP-AID Disapprove=-------.--~----=--=-----

FAS/AID-TWHulscher, NESA/SA (tn,ed IADS :LBrown :FAS :GSM:RSEuler/kw 4-3-67) 



Kabul, Afghanistan 

April 17, 1967 

Honorable Howard Wriggins 
Assistant to the President 
The White House 

Dear Mr. Wriggins: 

I enjoyed very much working with you and I hope that we may 
see you here before you leave for the Elysian field. I 
think that things have gone pretty well and while we had 
that awful faux pas it certainly got into our friends' bones 
and they have acted manfully to correct it, including even 
withstanding very considerable French pressure. 

Thus, in the long run we may be better off because of it, 
although there must be an easier way of achieving results. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Robert G. Neumann 

Enclosure: 

Copy of letter to 
W.W.Rostow 

DECLASSIFIED 
Aedtocity,N <.S- 03",Cci - I - I &llllO!U!I~.
Br.s&e{.f,,NARA,Date 1 - -o --------



Kabul, Atghamlstaa 

Anil 15, 1967 

H ore.bl W. w. Rostov 
ial Assistant '\e the Pre■ i4ent 

h Vb.it.• aeus 

Dear W&ltt 

I nan new re-turned. w a, pee\ u4 I vu\ to express •• 7w 
u4 •• 7.,.- aseoaiates 'II¥ prof'oud gra11it11Cle fer all that hu 
lMn 4eae la eonaeetlon with the n■lt ~ Pr1 Minister 
Maivandval. While we are all gl tllat things went well en 
t.!le vhol • we are ecmaiderably 1ri:e4 llJ the events at ~• 
Pree a Cl11b. There can et oourse be n• excuse tor the Prime 
Minister'• reeponae an4 I hare fully th• sen•• et dieappoinuent. 
ua lrrlution oftr hi• ill-thought-out reapouse. I tlloaght it 

might haTeM uaetul tw 7n M ■eme ba~4 on \he af'tair u 
well u lta aequ l. 

Priv \o the Prime JUnister'• 4epartwe t hu repeat oceesions 
\e'll&ke hill aware •f the extreme aeui\1..-1"7 of the Yill'i •• 
1aeue la the Uni~ St.a.t.es. Jfe uaved • that no statements 
on thia q eatlon would 'be volunteve4 an4 ln tan several retu­
•••• vhioh ha4 Deen la 4nfte of speech a vere t n •t durtn(C 
the preparatory work ter the Ylait. •• aait, hovner, that lf 
a a apecltlc uest1 te respcm4 in••• k lie would haTe 

fashion aloDg t.!le Uae et Mp niat.u' • eatabl1 h cl pellci•• 
al.th he 1atendecl te a. ao ia a 1• bJ' u4 1n a manner \bat 
woul4 " u in.otf'eui'ff to wa u tbl • 

.u 7• uw. a goe4 4eal •f the t.i• spent 'bf' the President wt.th 
tiMI Priae inieter vu taken 11P • Vin •• aa4 thte vu al.a• 
tne ot tlMt eti Yitb OecretU'Y' Ruk. I\ would net be eonect 
te •111'tllat the P.ri Miailfter felt up9et Oft!' thi• , ba.t. he 414 
t•l a •esus• .et ,resave, u4 aense4 an urging, whether intend.eti 
or aet, that h• shoal.ell c-.e a\ eomehev la support et our ,-ttioo. 
Be opined that to -.ny Asian ecnmtries the presenee et Western 
torcee 1A .Aata wu la itself an obJeet1onabl ffU't u4 that 
ffen a ''bal.ane d." statement on the issues ill fin Jfaa wwl.d be 
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interpreted u »unbalanee4n ~ hi• fellow Asians. He thought 
that thi• delicate part. et hi• position vu not tully appreeiated 
1a W bingtOll. 

Neverthel ss he 414 get through the op ~ehes all right an4 eTen 
through the first Viet Baa question at the Presa Club. However. 
when at the ftr'7 end he vu uke4 that famous lut que t1on s veral 
1mpul.a s aroae la Ilia. M a former me ber ot the Pres Club he 
tnw the lut q_ueaticmvaa often a "tuney" question. Be alao 
suapeet ct apparently that thi ■ question cpe fJ'oa one et the American 
ottieiala pr ent • which te the lteat ot ,q knowl dg vu not the 
cue. .Andh• thought that this wu an att pt at putting hi■ on 
the •»- u4 ao hi• guard dropp d an4 he l aped vhea heuld baTe 
looked. 

M I ■alt before. hi ■ conduct cannot_ be exouaed: How v r I will 
■q at leas't that he ud bi ■ companion■ knw dia.tely that be 
ha4 ll&4e a mistake, an ut et human tre.ilty. it 7oa vill. The sue 
afternoon 1a respon. e to a question ot the ■ Ute nature bJ Senator 
Symington at an inf'ormal c tins with the Ill mbers ot the Senate 
P reign Relations Ca:amittee he gaTe a perfectly balanced answer, 
followi la etf ct the suggestions which I had made to hill earlier. 
In suba quent eetings he al.so held the line u4 hi• far well st te­
ment to the Presid nt, including hi• vi hes tor the sJ.1Cceseot the 
President' ■ p ae efforts r present a wry considerable devi t1onI 

tr.. Afghani tan•• normal stand la our'tavor and. 1■ .,.lte unpr oe­
dente<1. I am also gle.4 '4J note that he hel4 the line ba Paris. I 
vu 1Rtormed that a aragraph on Yi" Waa cri-gt~ pl&c cl in bb 
r ks at De o :ul.l •■ lunoheon ha4 been cwed. I shou1d al•• ua 
that atoriea of the Pr s Clu flap haw trickled baok to Kabul 'f'ia 
Afghan ohann la u4 are uniformly taken ftl"J rioualy "7 thoae 1a 
govermaent cirel e vho are aware et thee ev: nta. I beliew that 
'111 ■ wdortunat experi.ene rill h lp '\o Jlak.e tile government aore 
oautioua ta the future. Bence the eonfl"ont tltm Yi:t.b ashingtom 
realii1u hu prob bly beea salutary ancl u.y b fit us in the 1-1 
nm. All a matter ot tact the Prim Miniet r vill t1n4 himself in 
ccmaiderable politica.l trouble lar q aa a re■\llt of the Hotaki 
eue vhoee repercuaaiens are b ginning to lie felt hen. Tb• vhe t 
crisis aa4 hi• Press Cl'llb slip are not helping hi• either. 

I kaw hw Tff1' aucb you are aware ot the t'ttndamental t ctora on 
which relations b tveen Afghanistan uad the United States rest. 
••• ot th a factors han 'beu alt r 4 ill the slightest an4 I 
cannot think •f Uf7 va;r of" unishing" th• Afghans v!thout punishing 
e1U' .-wu int reata at t.he sue t.w ant p rhaps eTen 110re so. '1'h1 ■ 
1• ...,. I hop that tile varioua preJe<rts 41 cussed ba W b.1ngton can 
'be brought te their ft-ll1ti• in 4u• the. 
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low to an ~her lntt net unrelated 1tat 1s 7n. sq knew trca 
Bovard Yri gins, ve are inaugurating our new ehaneery building 
on May 16. Ve are looking to this eftllt u an occasion to bring 
an important Am rican 4elegati&l'l to Kabul at that time, te aake 
th• Am rican presence demonstrably felt and to dev lop a "olientele" 
~ Atgb.anistan, t.e. peopl vbo vill take a continuing interest 
in Atpuiotan and vhat we are trying to achieve here. We are in 
articular n--4 et thi• bee use our Soviet brethren in ugurato 

Yi th the gr " t of f ntare every ten . iles •~ highway whiob 
'\bey construct awl it would mat r1ally aid our effort if we might 
ue the 1 uguratien of the che.ncory tor.- a eWlar purpose. That 
llu bNn all the more uu\e a• we haft jun learned ot the forth­
cmi Tiait or~• t.itular he&4 et '11• Sovi t gOYernm nt, Podgerny, 
tr. .._ 30 M June 2. When I talked with Chief Justiee Warren. 
t.he fOl"lllGJ" goveruor ef ffl7 state. he se ed ff17 tavor l>:cy inclined 
toward h acting ■uoh a dele :tion an4 I hope t.hat he will 4o s.o. ln&t. 
ve also hope ftrr some brpertoot eonsr soional and a&ninistratien 
figures. '!'be Afghanistan 60V81"Dtlent hu prm.is d every coop r tion. 
a~urally our ettorts voultl. be greatly enhanced it a plane could ff 

ude available tar that purpose. '!'hi ■ would not only make po sibl 
a larger cle1eg :tion but would al.so JUke it more comf'ortable tor 
d legates of' Warren'e distinction vho can spend GIily- a relatiTely' 
short ttae tn this country. We would like ihe plnn to arrlve 
on onday, ..,.. lk, in order to gi"ft the delegates an opportun1't7 fer 
••• re9t and sightseeing b fore the otticial inauguration on 

c.tq • Ma)- 16. On May 1 T we vould like te take tha on • tour 
emphasizing special USAID projects, and Thursday, Mq 18. would be 
the ach dulecl tbte of d arture. Anything the.t can be done toward 
th• f'u.rther ce ot tbi ■ af.m v0Uld be ft!'J tly appr ciated bT 
the entire Coutl'try Te• and lt an4 would, I am certain. have a 
... t favorable effect on our etandf.ng in t.b1• country. 

With every 'beat viah, I remain, 

ery aincer ly you.re. 

Robert O . eumann 

P.S. While accompanying the Prime Mini ter to the Vest C t I toek 
occ ion to Met off the r cord. v1th the eclltori al boe.rc!.ot the 
LOB ANGELES TIMES, ae )"09 h&ff onee dODe, an4 held U1 intormal 
s nar at uct.l. Both events convineed me that at least \be a.cactemie 
expression of the ut1-Viet ffam poliey sentimetns i■ el.early ln 
decline an4 la diaarn;y, u vu contil'l!led w •• 'bf several ot 11T 
tormer students vho are Rill ftJT ■11Ch addict d to that point ot ttev. 

Copy to: 
Hovard Wriggins 
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l• EDITOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS MAGAZINE HAMILTO~FISH ARMSTRONG,
CURRENTLYVISITING AFGHANISTAN, REPORTS PRIMIN MAIWANDWAL 
DISPLAYEDSHARP IRRITATION WITH US IN PRIVATE INTERVIEW APRIL 
23. 

·~·2;""' MEETING PRIMIN BY APPOINTMENT, ARMSTRONGBEGAN WITH COMPLI .. 
MENTARYACCOUNT OBSERYATIONS PROGRESS,OF PERSONAL AFGHAN 
THEN INVITED PRIMIN COMMENT SITUATION A,GHANISTAN. ON CURRENT 
TO STIMULATE DISCUSSION, ARMSTRONG FROM ANY ASKED IF RGA "SUFFERED 
FOREIGN PROPAGANDA" SOVIET, CHICOM, PAKISTANI. HER£, E.G. 
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3. PRIMIN REPLIED FOREIGN COUNTRIES DISSEMINATEDMUCH"INFORMATION" 
HERE ON THEIR ACTIVITIES AND POLICIES BUT GENERALLY AVOIDED • 
PROPAGANDIZINGAGAINSTAFGHANISTAN. ONLY EXCEPTION WAS"MIS• 
LEADINGPROPAGANDA" EMANATING PRIMIN WENT CURRENTLY FROM US. 
ON ASSERT AGENCIES LIKE AP AND UP HAVE MADE GREAT EFFORT BLOW 
uP "INCIDENTS" AND INTERPRET THEM IN MANN~RHOSTILE TOWARD 
AFGHANISTAN• • 

4. WHEN ASKED IF PRIMIN HAD IN MIND UNFORTUNATE ARMSTRONG 
RECENTCASE OF ALLEGATIONS BY AFGHAN STUDENTIN US <HOTAKI, REFTEL>, 
PRIMINAFFIRMED-- BYCIA.""THE ONE SAID TO HAVE BEEN APPROACHED 
PJU~IN THEN OBSERVED USG HAD ORIGINALLY INTENDEDDEPORT HOTAKI 

-CONEJDENTIAls 
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BUT APPARENTLY CHANGED MIND WHEN HE BEGAN MAKING STATEMENTS ------·· • 
AGAINST Cl~, WHICH DIFFICULT FO~ KIM CPRIMIN> UNDERSTAND. 
ARMSTRONG REPLIED THIS UNrORTUNATE AS IT GAVE APPEARANCE • 
POSSIBLE TRUTH ·IN STUDENT •..s STORY, THEN ASKED IF PRHlIN THOUGHT 
usG HAD CHANGED ITS POSITION lN ORDER AVOID FURTHER ADVERSE 
COMMENT BY STODENT AGAINST CIA. PRIPllN ~£PLIED HE DID .NOT KNOW, 
ADDED '"WE HAVEN•·r YET CPRIPIIN··-s EM-PHASIS) ASKED FOR DIRECT 
STATEMENT BY USG.'" 

5. ARMSTRONG THEN 08SERVEO THIS TY·PICAL JOURNALISTIC SENSATION 
WHICH NORMALLY l-ASTS FEW DAYS., THEN· DIES DOWN. PRIM IN REPLIED 

·PAGE 3 RuQTKB 4295 .C 0 N ¥ I fi ENT 1 ~ L 
PESSif'USTICALLY THIS ONE WOULD LAST -LONG., LONG THIE'", ASSERTED 
STORY BEING SPREAD BY AP THROUGHOUT WORLD AND TAKEN UP EVERYWHERE 
BY .. ENE~IES." CPRIMIN DID NOT IDENTIFY •ENEMIES•,1 IF INTERNATIONAL, 

-COULD H~,vE MEANT ·ouRS OR AFGHANISTAN'S OCCASIONAL ANTAGONISTS IN 
_--PAKISTANI IF DOMESTIC, WOULD HAVE REFERRED TO OWN ACTIVE 
·POLlT ICAL OPPONENTS HERE.> 

6. COMMENT: FOREGOING MA~IFESTS PRIMIN'S DEEP ANXIETY OVER 
DOM£STIC REPERCUSSIONS HOTAKI CASE <REFTEL>.. ARMSTRONG OPINED 
PRIMIN'S IRRITATinN VITH USG .-r·ocUSSED MAINLY ON CHANGE ,IN 
OFFICl·AL ATTITUDE TOWARD KOT·AKI -ABOUT WHICH -HE APPAR!NTLY 

•• DuBIOus. ARMSTRONG ATTAC-HED P-ARTlCULAR IMPORTANCE TO ·PRIMIN·s 
REMARK ABOuT us STATEMENT WHICH, KE THOUGHT, PORTENDED POSSIBLE 
APPROACH BY RGA FOR OFFlCIAL EXPLANATION BY US. 

GJt.3. BLOOD. 
BT 
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BytJw.ff , NARA, DateII-b-o9 
NVN APPROACH TO AFGHAN PRIMIN 

I• I CALLEDONFON~IN ETE1ADI THIS "ORNING BYAPPOINT~ENT lN • 
RESPOi'lSt L0\1-KEY SUGGESTION SEVERAL DAYS AGO WE !'a!EET FOR TALK~ 
CTP S ijAS FIRST OPPORTUNITY FONMINCOUl.DRECEIVE M£ DU£ f>R!SS 
OF BUSINESS AND INTERVENING HOLIDAYS.>~HILE VE DISCUSSED 
SEVERAL SU-'JECTS OF MUTUAL INTEREST<PRIMIH •s \I !SIT US, LOCA'.. 
VHEAT SITUATION>,IT ,1As EVIDENT FONMIN PRlpllARILY HfTEND~D INfO:-i:-f. 
ME OF ~PrROACH ~ADE BY NVN CHIEF REP IN FRANCE TO PRIM!~ MAIV~ND~AL 
DuRING LATTER'S RECENT VISIT PARIS. FON~IN STATED •NOTHING PAR~ 
TICutARLY NEW• HAD EMERGED FRO~ EXCHANG£ BUT ~RlMIN WILLING 
~ROV!DEFURTHERDZTAILS IF DESIRED. 

2. I U~t £DIATEl Y RZQUESTED APOOINTflENT VITH PRIF.!N VHO ~ECE!VED 
~£ PRO~PTLY, EVIO!NTLY WELL BRIEFED BY ~FA. PR!MIN READILY 
EXPLAINEDNVN RE~ IN THROUOH E~BPARIS-HAD ARRANGED AFGHAN 
C~.!.LLON MI~ DURING R[CENT VISIT THERE. CPRIMIN COULDNOT RECALL 
REP• S NA!ll£ BuT U~lOERSTOOD KE KNO;JN TO BE .. NVN QUASI-AMBASSADOR.. UJ 
FRANCE.> 

. . 
3. RECEIVEDgy PRUUN AT LATTtR • S 11:0TEL,NVN REP REQUESTED 
PR!MIN'S l~?RESSIONS BO OFFICIAL VISIT US, ESPECIALLYAT~OSPKERE 
fREVAILING IN US RE VIETNA». PRIAIN STATED H£ HAD MAD£ CANDID 
REP't.Y £MP-MASI ZING THAT 19R£SIDENT AND Si:CRFTA RY RUS!{ HAO snn:ss~:D 
THAT NtfilE OUS A~ERICAN PEACE OFFERS HAO CONSISTENTLY DEEN RE• 
J£C1ED BY 01H£R SIDE. NVN REP REPLIED THIS INCO~R~CTAND UNtA!P. 
AS NH GOVT HAD ACCE?!ED SECY GEN U THANT'S FIRST PEACE PROi'OS!-L.S 
THOUG>{REJECTING:10RE RECENT CNES. OFFICIAL NVN V IE\1 ~£r-lAlm.m 
THAT taEaOTIATIONS COULDBEGIN IF' ONl,.Yus STOPPED 90~1JING tJORTH. 

4 • PRiriIN S'i ATID ..:E HAD POIUT~D our Aflif:iUCMl lH.)J\'.El) .Ci:SSAT 10~, 
OF O snm tfITM RECI?ROCAL CE:SSATimJ OF INFILTRATION SVt-1 i)Y 

SECRET 
r . 
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---· OORTH. NVN REP HAD RF.?LIED THAT !F NVN STO~fEO INFILTRATION, 
-rHE SOUTH· (AS F'RIHIN PUT IT> WOULD OUIC;,tlY 8ECOr1E DEaO~i~LIZEJ· 
AND VOULD NO LONGER 3E ABLE .TO CARRY ON SiRUG~t. HENC!, THIS 
WOuLDBE TANTAMOUNT ·irTER ~LL, us HAS L~~GE FORCES TO SURR~NOER. 
IN SVN •• - NVN R[? HAD ADD£D- ALL SUCH MATtm~s ~ -I~JCLUDI~t'i -CESSt>:T!O;'~ 
NVN IN ►-ILTRATION, COULD SE RZS01.V£D. AT C0~7£JtENC£ TASLE, I!UT tNi-t 
COULDf✓ OT .AGREEiO CONFE~ENCEUNTIL BOfiiilING STOi'>P£0c·~r CAtm(:'f 
rJ!GOT!ATE WHILE BOMBS AR£ FALLING ot1 OUR HEADS.u> 

5. ~N~ffRP TH£H ASSERTED TERMS FOR NEGOTIATED PEACt RE1U~Xt,SMiE 
AS ENUNCIATED BY NVN FOml!N IN STATE~Et~T JANUlsRY 28 CSl,.-l~IFICit~CE 
U~CLEARFROM INFO AVAILABLE M£AE> AND NVN DESIRED ONLY(!) 
UiDE?ENDENCE, C2> ~JEUTRALITY, A~lD <5> COAL IT IOH Si'.)VERm-1[N7 !.' :6R 
VrJ, AMD FOuRTH POnn PRIM Ir-J coutn NOT R£(;Ef19ER. lH flES?O~Sf: • 
rJY QUlSTiOtJ, PRI~Hl COULD NOT RECALL REP MENTIO?flt'JG ~Itr?DRA~t.t.. 
OF us FORCES. rRii4 IN {tDDED NVN HEP HAD lJOT REFER:-n:o TO u THA~'T 
Ofi uN ?EAC~1..)KING EXCEPT IN com·n:cTION VITN ALLEGED NVN ACCE~T­
iNCE ·OF SECY GEN'S FIRST PROPOSALS. 

60 ?RI~IN THt~ REVEALED HE HAD REPORTEDFOREGOINGTO U THANT 
DURINGLATTER'S VISIT H£RE LAST ij££K. THANT, ijMlLE MANIFESTLY 
INTERESTEDIN DEVELO?r!ZNT,HAD 03SERVED ONLY THAT HE CONVINCED 
FRO~ HIS REClNT EFFORTS THAT IF US STO?~ED BOMBING NVN NEGOtIA• 
TIONS VOULO !£GIN ·w1TH FEV VEEKs.· 

7• PRI~IN STATED HE VISH£D ~AKE CLEAR CONTACT VITH NV~ REP 
E~'TIRELYuNSOLLCITEDANO AT INITIATIVE OF LATTER. WHILE A~1CIOUS 
ASSIST ANY -tJAY JtOSS!i)LE IN -PRO~OTUJG P£ACEV1ETtM}! HE DID NOT 
ijIS-ri INJECT HIMSELF. PRIMIN VOLUNTEERED VIEWSTRICTLY PERSONAL 
THAT BEST cou~SE FOR PURSUING PiACEFUL SETTLEMENT IS TO VORX NOW 
THROUGH THANT AND UN. 

GPJ. 

NEUMANN 
BT 
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Memorandum ol Conversation 

Afghan Prime Minister's Cmtrerlt Cll His Talk
SUBJECT: with the President 

His De~ Mohmrnad Hashim Maiwandwal,
PARTICIPANTS: Prlme Minister of Afghanistan 

Mr. Janes W. Spain, Co.mb:y Oii:ector, NElVJ?AP 

Mr. lb:Jtc:M (oc)-The White House 
COPIES TO: Mr. Wriggins (oc)J!'he White House 

DECLASSIFIED
Mr. Rardley (oc)-NFA £ [) 1B,B)'i t': 3 5-
Mr. Maurice Will iam9 (oc) - AID/NESA /hM,, ►:~ ~ ll ':> _J. g ,,t,/. ;,S lz.S11> 
bm:>assy, Kabul (oc) ByJ4ji4, NARA, Date J~-tS-P,f 

March 29, 1967 
DATE: 

Befcn:e PrlJre Minister Mtlwa:rorcu' s departure fran Blair Beuse today 
for his lmdle<ll with the Secretaey of State, I had the ~ty to ask 
him for his mderstandinJ of his discu.ssi<ll with the PJ:esident yesteJ:day. 
My ~ was pruuptel by aaoo rorai:xs the Prime Minister made to ire last 
evenin;J~ I thouJht suggested a possible 
out not to be the case. 

~. '1his tuxned 

'lhe Prime Minister said that ·his discussim 
thorcu:}?lly enjoyable and CCl'1St:ructiva. He felt 

with 
that 

th3 
he 

P
am 

xesident 
the 

had· been 
President 

had cane to grips with sane major prd>lens and umerstood each other vei:y ~ 
indeed. He said that the point he had been tJ:yir1=Jto make in respcnse to 
the President m Vietnam was that a nunber of other OCQ\tries in the ~ld, 
8p8C1f1call.y includiDJ Afghanistan, did not see the Vietnsu situatial in 
exactly the same wq ~ did. He said that he had tried to point out to the 
Presiamt that the Ulited states had a terdency to be urx1ul.y cmcemed at 
different tines with different problan.s1 sane years ago it had been mgani.zirg 
the northem tier into cmro to defeat o:mnunist aggress.im1 earlier it had 
bem the Marshal Plan and the K0Iem\ war1 no-, it was VietnJm. 'fll8 interests 
of Afghanistan and of other noo-allgned Asian countries did not chan]e as 
c!id those of the Ulited States. 'lhis was the reasa1 viy they were not 8ble 
to cc:r:eas far as we would like than to at aey given time m Vietncm, mm>, 
the Korean war, etc. 

Qi nare specific l!\:bjects, the~ Minister indicated that he had 
tt18C'\JSSedthe Arlana Airline reqlX!St for a loan f.rau the Export 

- IF!till:H 
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bein;J prepared. 

mA?1~-

tic 
,_..,,,_..~ that 

llcly at th!a ti: . 

9!58)1:11 2/ 

12q,ort P.ank-andun::ller.lrtaX1 the sit ticn as it hA1 boon explained to 
him by . in New Yark by tho • Uo ¥ 
content he '-1CA1ldvai t. 

Q\ MghanistJsn •s nrcsent focxl nee:!S, he saJA that the 
had tcld him thot the O. • '°1ld oo¥hat it CQJl to help 
~ as poesibl , sr,ed.fieally that C0!lt "aild ~l in 40 ~• 

Cn the Jtaj d 1ect, he d t..'lat th! 
and bed ea.id that the rs m 
tho .,,_..a,"""'"'.ut not 8 oamdtrrc,t and 
that hft C" ~~ > voalu not discus tho 

IJe said that the Md also mont1 the upcaninJ loanrLlftJ.iue1 

for land ~~~ equ:1 t 1n tho Rol~ valley that thay both 
umntxxxl that actia, m tMe " virtually CCTlPl 

I as the Prlzre .tinistP...r for his ~.. u to tWn:J ot art'/ fatuxo 
atape m tho j :a! project. said that he would wry , like tx:, 
be abl to 11nnr-.~~ it f'n'!1MlV11:" with the next food agx,ee111~t hcrtly 
after his tum to ltllbul., J\pril 15. aaid that if the tood ~t 

to be ___ ,,., he 1ld liJ O to vith.~ WV'll.lllYYIM.'=lftt until 
after hiB return. n eotJ1;10 t:Nt the j ai lOlm particularly 
~t to hln perscllally m:! that !ran his OCIW'Crsatic.n~,l~:.M 

vi.th tho Preai that n ~t a.~y after h1 return heme 
'°11d prch'ibly be ible. 

t 



AGREED JOINT STATEMENT 
. . 

PRIME MINISTER MAIWANDWAL 
AND PRESIDENT JOHNSON 

At the invitation of President Johnson, Prime Minister Mohammed 

Hashim Maiwandwal of Afghanistan visited Washington from March 

28-30, 1967. The President and Prime •Minister met on March 28 and 

exchanged views on matters of mutual interest. 

President Johnson took particular pleasure in welcoming the 

Prime Minister back to Washington, recalling his long and distinguished 

role as Ambassador from Afghanistan to the United States. The Presictent 

also recalled the state visit to the United States in September 1963 

of Their Majesties King Mohammed Zahir Shah and Queen Homaira, 

a visit which added substantially to the long record of close friendship 

between the United States and Afghanistan. He asked the Prime 

. .Minister to convey to His Majesty t1ml King the warm affection and 

amniration of the American people for the Afghan people. 

Prime Minister Maiwandwal described for the President 

Afghanistan's continuing efforts, under the leadership of His Majesty 

the King, to build and strengthen democratic institutions and to press 

economic and social progress. He outlined his government's intention, 

. 
1' 

1 under the Third Five Year Plan, to intensify economic development 

efforts. The President assured the Prime Minister of the continuing 

desire of the United States to do its part in assisting Afghanistan• s 

.I 

. ,, 
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1 
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I 
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efforts for implementing the Third Five Year Plan. The Prime Minister 

expressed to the President the deep appreciation of the Afghan people 

for United States economic assistance. 

In this connection the President ~oted with special satisfaction 

cooperative efforts of long duration by the United States and Afghanistan 

in many fields of education. 

The Prime Minister reviewed Afghanistan's foreign policy of non­

alignment and friendship and cooperation with all Nations. He described 

the problems existing among the countries of the region to which Afghanistan 

belongs and reiterated Afghanistan 1s view that these problems can be solved 

through peaceful means and in an atmosphere of understanding, confidence and 

realism. 

The two leaders talked about current developments elsewhere in 

Asia, particularly the urgent need for peace and stability in Southeast 

Asia. They outlined their respective positions on the problem of. Vietnam 

and agreed that a peaceful and just settlement is urgently needed. The 

President described for the Prime Minister the many and persisting 

efforts of the United States to achieve a cessation of hostilities in Vietnam 

consistent with the freedom and independence of the people of South 

Vietnam. The p·rime Minister stated that implementation of the 1954 

Geneva accords is a sound basis for the settlement of the Vietnamese 

problem. 

. ' ,... 
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The President was delighted to know of the intention of the 

University of California at Santa Barbara to bestow an honorary degree 

on the Prime Minister during his current visit. 

riggins 

.. .: ... 
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1966 
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AFGl-IANISTAN 

PROGRESS EXAMPLES 

EDUCATION 
UNIVERSITY ENROLLMENT 

j ~ 1 ,.aoo 
i -r::e- J3J-r-:::a~ .--- .. , • , s.ooo~~.e-~-

ELECTRIC POWER 
CAPACITY 1,000 KW 

1956 QQQCss 

1966 QQQ·QQQQQQQQQQ QQ QQ QQ QQ Q,220 

ROADS 
TOTAL PAVED MILES 

1956 -100 

1966 
---------------- 1,200 

EMANCIPATION 
1959- GOVERNMENT ENCOURAGED WOMEN

OF WOMEN TO DISCARD SHADRI 

1964- NEW CONSTITUTION PROVIDES UNIVERSAL 

ADULT SUFFRAGE 

~965 - WOMAN JOINS CABINET - 3 WOMEN 

ELECTED TO PAR LIAM ENT 



A F G TT A N I s T A N 

PROBLEMS EXAMPLES 

AGRICULTURE COST OF LIVING 
1961-62=100 

TOTAL 

LAND 15% 

ARABLE 

FOOD/GRAIN PRODUCTION 
MILLIONS OF TONS(EST.) 

41956 •~~f~ 3 

1966 rrT~ 13.S 

PL 480- WHEAT IMPORTS 
THOUSANDS OF TONS 

1956 p O o o 40.000 

200 

18_0 

175 

150 

125 

120,0001966 uoonoooooono . 
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No Foreign OissemAFGHANISTAN: TRADE ~ AID 

Millions US Dollars 
ISO 

131.0BOther Free World* 

100 

so 

0 

1963 1966 

PL-480 Deliveries 110.000 

(Tons) 

1,069 

Other Free World 

(Millions 

Other Communist 

16 

Military Economic 

NOTE: YEARS ARE FISCAL ENDING ON MARCH 20 
• Primarily exports to UK, Pakistan, India and imports from Fed. R~p. of Germany, Pakistan, India 

OECL~ 
... , 

B, 
,orit1Jirt'- 1/Jd-H·+o • 

1,., "ARA f.bu-J •J(,f 

Free World us 

C . ta Other Communistommums 
- USSR 

IMPORTS 72.8 

SS.9 
__ EXPORTS 46.4 

115.~ 

70.0 

1959 

40.000 

CUMULATIVE AID TO AFGHANISTAN 
SINCE 1951 

US Dollars) 

us 3 
24S 

Czechoslovakia ---=1-==========I 

USSR 

88 

349 us 

.____ 40_ 

592 USSR 



AFGHANISTAN : 
GNP AND COST OF LIVING 

Other 
6% 

COMPOSITION 
of GNP Industrial Products 

3% 
Handicraft Products Agriculture 

7% :-' ---__: & Forestry 

Mill ion US Dollars 
1,500 

1,000 

GNP 
IN 1966 
PRICES 500 

0 
1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 

I 
1962 DATA 
NON-EX 1ST ENT 

NOTE: YEARS ARE FISCAL YEARS ENDING ON MARCH 20 

Animal 

Products 

1962= 100 
COSTof 175--+----+----+----+----+::...-""---+---

LIV ING 
INDEX 

100 -+-=,---;---,.---;---,--

150--+----+---+-----,,r'-it-----+----+--

1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 



AFGHANISTAN: 

PRODUCTION OF SELECTED INDUSTRIES 

60 

TEXTILES 40 
(Million Meters) 

20 

0 

~ 

~ 

L..----I"" 

--

200 

150CEMENT 
(1,000 Tons) 100 

50 

0 

200 

150COAL 
(1,000 Tons) 100 

50 

0 

4,000 

3,000
FOOD GRAINS 

(1,000 Tons) 2,000 

1,000 

0 

-- --......... ~ 

1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 

NOTE: YEARS ARE FISCAL YEARS ENDING ON MARCH 20 



1.9 

Petroleum Products 4.3 

All other 
24.9 

AFGHANISTAN: 
TRADE COMMODITIES 

Total 70.0 

1966 
EXPORTS 
(Millions of US$) 

Wool 2.0 

Fruits t Nuts 

24.0 

Karakul Skins 

16.1 

Total 54.5 

1966 
IMPORTS 
(Millions of US $ ) 

Metals t Metal Manufactures 

NOTE: YEARS ARE FISCAL YEARS ENDING ON MARCH 20 

5.3 Transportation Equipment 



February 27, 1967 

WALT-

Thia reque ■ t for the Pre■ident' • 
alpaature on a farewell letter to Amba■ aador 

M&Jlcl of Afpabtan ta one of those human 
a••tur•• which are appreciatecl out of all 
proportion to the tl:me they take. I hope 
you can p1Ub it forward. becauae he leaves 
tonight, and it would be good to get the 
-letter on it• way aa soon aa poaaible. 

Howard Wriggina 



February 27. 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR. THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Farewell letter for departlaa Afabaa Ambaaaa~r 

Tile Department of State reqaeata your ■lpaature on 
the attached farewell letter to Ami.. ■ador Dr. Abdul 
Majid. of Afpaalataa. He i• oll to be Amba■ aador in 
1-oaaoa. He ha■ doae a. eood tbou.gh iacoaaplcuou Job 
for hi ■ eouatry aere. 

He will be 1olaa laome to Kabul before takia& up hi• 
po■ltlen ill Leaclon and will no doubt eee P. M.. Malwandwal 
prior to bi• trip laere. 

Such •••tare• aa thia are apprect&ted out of all pro­
portloa to the time tbey take. 

W. W. R.oatow 

An: letter for dpatllre 

WWR:HW:lw 



Return tp J¼Wriggins 
when pig.;'ed. ~ 

r.~ \11'-c 

My good w flbcs ao with you on your new 
aaai$nn eut. The three rears you havo apent 
here have, eceD cloei:c and cordial relations 
bet\ 1:ccn our countries. Thl:> h.ie been due 
in no omall p:irt to your eincerUy and eUec­
tlvenea&. All of UJI wlll miss you. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Abdul l,•·aJld 
Ambas»ador of A!th3nlotan 

23"1 Wyorr.ing A venue 
\\ ashinaton, D. C. 

WWR:HW:lw 
,2/27/67 



HW - • rghanistan 

~m.utf&AL July zs. 1966 

MEMORANDUM. FOR .THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Informal Working Vlait of Prune Minister 
Maiwand.wal of Afghamatan 

You will recall tbat several months a10 you agreed 
to an informal working vialt for tbe Prime Minister of 
Atgbani■tan sometime in November of thia year. 

A few weeks aao the Prime Mbdster proposed a 
meeting la Waabln.gton for late October to flt with a vieit 
he i• making to Weatern Europe. We indicated. that the 
election. would make tbia date lmpoaalble. 

We now propoee a one or two-day visit clurlng the 
period November 21·~3. U you approve, we can firm up 
tbe arrangement• here &ad tbe Prime Minlater can fix hi• 
own plane. 

w. w.a. 

Approve ___ _ 

See me ----

DECLAS.SIFIED 

Authority Nb1~}-Jpn 
Bv~ NARA, Date~-d,j-]1 



HW - Afghanistan 

June zs. 1966 

MEMORANDUM FOR MIL ROSTOW 

SUBJECT: A Visit to Afghanistan 

lt la much in the U.S. interest to aeaci a high-level 
repreaentaUve to Afghanlatan la mid-July for the ribbon­
cutting ceremony on tbe Kabul-Kandahar Highway. 

(a) R.ua•ian leader• flow in and ou: in droves, but Yery 
rarely c1oea the U.S. appear to care. 

(b) Being part of a traditional society, the Afghane attach 
great importallce to a personal demonstration of attention. 

(c) We have pat a lot of money lAto the road. and•• should 
aet aome political returu from tbla ha.vestment. 

(cl) Tbere wu hope that Secretary Freeman could fit it la. 
bat bl• acheclule la too tight; Udall_ la alao out for acbedullng 
reaaona. 

(e) John Walab llaa talked to Haye• Redmon, and the Pnsident 
la being asked to appolat a aenior official or close friend aa Ida 
personal repre•entatlve. 

policy 
I recommend 
justification. 

we aupport thi• request wlth & reasoned foreign 
: 

Howard Wrlggina 



HW - Af"hanistan 

June 21. 1966 

MEMORANDU FOR THE PRESIDENT 

SUB.JECT: A Presidential Representative to Afghanistan for the 
Ceremonial Opemng of the Kaadabar-Kabul Hlghway. 
July 18, 1966 

1. Thie famous highway, financed &M engineered by U.S. money alld 
skill•• baa finally been completed aDd wW be dedicated oa J'uly 11. It 
la the last Ullk in a complicated highway network we have beea building. 
TIM A gnans llave espreaaecl the hope tJaat we could •ead a senior 
olliclal to participate la the ceremoniea a.ad dramatise, ltf' hl• prea­
eace, the aubatantial U. s. constributioa to thl• project which llnka 
tile two main cities of the country. 

1. Tlle occasion present& an unusual opportunity which we should 
aot mi••• 

(a) Sendi111 a member of your Cab111et or prominent personal 
triend would underline for all to aee yeur concern for conatructive 
development la Asia. • 

(b) Ruaaian leaders appear frequently. When a Rusi.an 
••ament of the bighway waa completed, they •eat a Deputy 
Foreign Mini.at.er. Rarely have Americana above an Asaiatan.t 
Secretary &OM to Kabul. Apart from Mr. Harriman iD.1965, 
tbe wt high official waa Prealdeat Eisenhower la 1959. 

(c) e Jaave invested nearly $,tO million la thl• particular road 
project; a vialt at thh time would be aa inapenaive way of getting 
a ignificant political return in Afghanistan aad. thereby. ind.tr ctly 
la Iran and Pakistan. 

(cl) It would pve the Afghans an opportwdty to ahow their 
lntereat ln affirming that. they are not under tJae Soviet thumb. 
Tbia would help &o underline the fact that Americana are wanted 
and our efforu are appreciated la A ■ ia. 

J. Secretary Freeman will be on the aub-conlineat at the ti.me. He 
already know• We Afghan counterpart. He can't make a July 18th date 
la Kablll. State believes tlle Afghans would change the date to accom­
modate a V. S. Cabinet member, If Freeman could be pereua.4ed to add 

https://Mini.at.er


two day• fer tu Kabul utour. Secretary Udall would alao be a 
natural. 

Pe-rhape a personal frlend would qually dem.outi-ate ywr 
per on.al intere t. 

w.w.a. 

LBJ: WWR:HW:lw 
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