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Bducstion is the foundation of democratic govern-

aents. Good schools are the bullders of greoat nations.

A quotation from the Texas Declaration of Independence

reads: "It is an axiom in political science that un— ‘

F'- to expect the continuence of Civil liberty oA the ca-

i -
pacity for self government." 15 Clrere¥éiadetion our own

President L.mer sald, "The cultivated mind is the guag=" =

dian genlus ¢f Democrecy; it is the only dictator that
freemen acknowledge zad the only sscurity thet freemen

gegire."® The role thet schools have played in the rise

of nztions to power is forcefully expressed by one of

our former governorss "Froa the beginning, civilization

F ,  An it Mscch around the World frow Tast to West, has re-
cognized its r=letion to Colleges and Universitiess
Bgypt, where history is Chronicled in the diw ané die- . >
__i:l ;___T_?ngzﬂygst%zéggglged tgg_wbr;ﬂ's_fggég_Qi{iiia&ti&a;iﬂﬁm;i__;;:;;_:; A
~ her scnools. roume and (rescce wou feme in the forum B8 T £

well ae the field, in sttending #lie school zes well as in
using the shield, "The glory thet was Greece znd the
Grendeur that was Rone," disappeared forever wien their

halls of learning were closed, YThe law-pivers and civi-

lizetion-builders of Isrcel were trzined in the lore of

the synegogue. The Universities of'Frﬁnee, of Gerumany,
and of England are co-equel =nd co-extensive with the i:Ly'
feme and fortunes of their respective laznds. Ruesla has .

s never hed sny outstanding Oolleges and*Universitieﬁ.&H&' .

]  tierefors-tas fever had any worthwhile civilizatiomem

§ " T — =
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. ~The=biiliers O FOvETHlicnts, knowing thet liberty and

lezrning must go haud in hand, also heve been the founders

of Universzities. The early Universities of Germany were

. chartered by both king and pope and received aid frowm both.

Before the first child,bcrn in &merica,hacame twenty-one




years of age, Harvard University opened her doors to him.
Harvard, Y:z:le, Brown, Princetown, Columbia, Dartmouth and ]
the University of Pennsylvaniz are all older than the

American Republic. The epirit of freedom that grew up

among the Awmericcn Colonles, the Declaration of our Inde-

pendence and finally the formation of our government, were i

but the direct results of these and other institutions of 1

learning founded by the patriote and pioneers of early

American history. Americen Civilization is the product of

College Culture. From scholastic halls came the leaders

of thought who made this Republic possible. Liberty

bought with blood never dies while education endures. Lib-

erty and learning were co-extensive along our Atlantioc sea-

board, and they have gone hand in hand across the Continent

in founding the Comruonwezlths of the &merican'Republic."
George Vachington evidenced his pslief in education by . . |

bequeathiné 825,000 for the building of 2 National Univer- |

gity. Of the fifty wen vho signed the Declaration of Inde-
pendence all but eight were University men. More College
trained wen signed thgug;claration of Independence than ever
signed any other siamilaz éycument in the history of the

World. These Texas patriots who went from the battlefield

to legiglative halls set agide fifty-two million acres of

land for publie education.

So education and liberty brought this nation and this
state into existence, sustained and encouraged Ly the belief
that the schools of Americe Would prove 1o be tihe hope of
Gemoeracy. 'ggég f&ith hes oeen justified znd today the
schools are achieving great things for Americe tiuro! higher
intellectual life. VYhief among these schievements is the
Cultivation of the spirit of freedou.

To rightly kn w the fundementals of Americen education .
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one must seek the fundamentals of imericen life, and surely
nothing is more fundamental than the spirit of freedom.
ﬁhe education of the American Qitizem has this principle in
the very foundation of its theory and practise. <Yhe pas-
sion to be free %}ougnt revoluticn =nd independence.to. the
United States of America. The past was &ll Autoeratic and
the habits of Autocracy had sunk deep intp the very nature
of menkind. The schoole have helped greatly in the build-
ing of the new order so radically different from the olien k-
order, whose chief dietinction is freedom. Our school’g_
encourage the child's tendency to be free, strengthen ﬁis
gself respect; help to sustain his sense of personal worth,
end stimulete him to freedom of thought and speech.

This basis principle of Americzn education i$ exactly

opposite te those that dominated the Prussian system of sdu-

_cation from the tive of Fredevick-the @rest to—ite-final in-

evitable disaster in 1518. All the discipline, thoroughness,
effleciency. anéd intellectusl perfection of the Prussian school
system could not atone for the sin against fresdom. %he
American educator understood the meaning of the mowentous
lesson taught by Prussia and redoubled his efforts to taaéh
the great principle of freedom.

In Amefica the schools not only foster freedom but show
the way in which freedom can be conserved. They teach that
to live in liberty is to live in order, that the only perfect
freedom is found in perfeét law, that the true lover of lib-
erty not only desires io.bes.fzee himself; but he desires to
"see all,everywhere,free.“ Freedom of thought, freedom of
speech, freedom of hearing, freedom of press, freedou of
learning and freedom of reading, result from the tesching of

freedom and make America truly & land of liberty.
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Not only are the schools helping America to =chieve
realizetion of democratic idezls but they extend the boun-
daries of knowledge. Schools have been rightly called the
fact-finding fsctories of the world. They ‘help man to
satisfy his craving for knowledeae, ~na“thedlabeoratories.
and libraries of great schools have given impetus to this
humsn longing.

An eminent educator and statesmén says: "Strike from
Civilization what schools h=ve done in their Chemicsl lstor-

atories for the happiness and preservation of the human race,

and disease with its blighting hand will sweep over the !and.

Cne great discovery in the field of Chemistry or physics may
put the citizens of a nation in possession of knowledge that
will bless znd brigaten the world. One groat Medical dis-
covery may rid humanity of & destructive pestilence. The
telezraph, the—telephonaT-tha~au$omob1103 the-wireless, the
motion picture,‘tne #irship and the radio are the products
of the intellectuzl life =t work in the libraries and labor-
atories of our Universities. ZEliminate what Colleges have
added to Civilization in the world of physics, and the wheels
oi transportation would stop. =s a cirect result of the
sechools latoratory work "the earth has become a whispering
gallery and the ocean has lost its solitude.” BSeekers and
discoverers of truth--our schools tcke a step further and
become its disseminators,

They =re the distributors of practical information,
scientific discoveries, and newly learned truths. Dooks,
lectures =nd organizations give wide publieity to & wise &nd
tinely range of knowledges.

One of smerica's lecding Superintendents says: "The
schools =re responsible for the gr at advaoncement that hes
blessed 'merica from the earliest days. ~:dvances in culture
and in standsrds of living are due in great part to the ad-

vances in education made thro' the schools."™ Culture is ac-




quired by a knowledge of the arts. An art hos been defined
.a8 "the right way of doing a thing." The schools in teach-
ing these arts are terching far more then mere learning;
they are producing personal power, awakening minds and

hearts, and enriching the lives of the imerican people.
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The disviﬁg;isned é&ﬁcator,“Bfifi?Tﬁ“:@????'&ﬁ%&e?eahf*u~=~
"That educations chief contributions to .merica, thro' cul-
tivated intellectuszl life zre the seven arts, the foundation
of cherscter and culture." He defines them: the art of
rehavior refore God which constitutes character; the art of
behavior among men, sociszl success; the art of reasoning, =
sound philosopliy; the art of expression, the mastery of the
mother tongue thro' the written and spoken word; the =rt of
historical realization, the power to reslize the facts of
the intellectual glories of ceivilization; the =srit of leisurse,
the development of cultursl interests thro' the knowledge of
books, art; and musici.snd the Ari Oof meKing S YIVINg. TOr= - o

mation, rather information, is today the product of our

schools.

The advances in culture hrve helpe- to advances in
higher standards of living. Women's position today is far
ahead.of that she held a few years ago. She now enjoys the
rights and privileges which were formerly granted only to
men. The child's education, physical welfare, =nd upbring-
ing nowhere receive such training as they do in o r own
lend. Gambling halls and saloons are now closed. Creat
progress ha: neen made in. many ways in mor<l advancement,
sosial uplif't and eivic TIghteousness. _

Wise advances in culture and in higher standards of liv-
ing have inereased the demand for leaders, men of the new and

highest type of lemdership, based not on instinetive =ppexl 46*4*
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