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SECTION I 

MILITARY FUNERAL 

I . PURPOSE OF PAMPHLET. a. Taps, the funeral 
volley, the use of the national colors as a pall~ 
all these have been symbols of funeral honors to 
American military dead since the infancy of the 
Republic. Today, when the Army is planning to 
bring back to this country the bodies of thousands 
of American servicemen from every corner ot the 
world, the military funeral assumes a new and 
important significance. Soon, in national and pri­
vate cemeteries all over the United States, the 
triple crack of the funeral volley and the solemn 
notes of Taps will remind all Americans within 
ear~hot that victory in World War II was won 
only through the heroic sacrifices and the patri­
otic devotion of the men who died to keep this 
country strong and free. 

b. Military funeral ceremonies for World War 
II deceased will be conducted primarily by vet­
erans' organizations. Since most of the men who 
died in World War II were citizen-soldiers 
brought into the Army from civilian life, it is 
fitting that their former brothers-in-arms who 
are now veterans be afforded the privilege of pay­
ing them final funeral honors. The procedures 
described in this pamphlet are the prescribed 
United States Army ceremonies for military 
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funerals. Veterans' orga:p.iz.ations conducting a 
military funeral should normally pattern their 

·ceremony after the most simple form of the mili­
tary . funeral, as described in paragraph 16. If, 
however, large numbers of veteran personnel are 
available and the local veteran post or· unit has 
the necessary equipment, a more elaborate type of 
funeral may be desired. If, for example, a local 
,veterans' post or unit has formed a milit,ary band 
from among its members, it may des.ire to make 
the band a part of the ceremony. For this reason, 
this pamphlet has described all types of funerals 
from the most elaborate to the simplest. Officials 
of veterans' organizations may pattern the fu­
neral ceremonies they plan after any of these. It 
should be borne in mind, however, that the Army 
will be able to provide only blank ammunition for 
the funeral volley and an interment flag to cover 
the casket of the deceased. Additional equipment 
or personnel from Army sources will not be avail­
able for military funerals the conduct of . which 
has been undertaken by veterans' organizations. 

c. While this pamphlet is published at this 
time primarily so that it can be used in connection 
with The Return of World War II Dead Program, 
the policies and procedures described herein are 
applicable to all types of military funerals 
whether they are conducted by veteran personnel 
or by United States Army personnel. The cere­
monies described herein are appropriate for hon­
oring the memory of all American soldiers 
whether their deJ.ths occurred during World War 
II or-during current service either overseas or in 
this country. Army personnel, however, who use 
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this pamphlet as a guide for ,planning military 
funerals conducted under the auspices of the 
United States Army should not assume that be­
cause several elaborate ceremonies have been de­
scribed, the conduct of these types of ceremonies 
is mandatory. Except for certain posts, camps, or 
stations where ceremonial detachments are main­
tained expressly for the purpose of providing 
military honors at fun~rals and other formations, · 
most Army installations will find that many of 
the ceremonies described in this pamphlet will be 
beyond their resources of personnel and equip­
ment. In fact, for the duration of the present 
emergency and for 6 months thereafter, Army 
installation commanders at posts where . cere­
monial detachments are not provided are author­
ized to furnish only nine enlisted men (a bugler 
and a firing squad of eight men) for providing 
military honors at the funeral of an individual 
who died in the military service and whose re­
mains have been turned over to his relatives and 
friends. For these reasons, the provisions of this 
pamphlet are to be considered as a guide only, in 
planning a ceremony befitting the memory of 
American military dead. 

2. ELEMENTS OF MILITARY FUNERAL CERE· 
MONY. The military funeral ceremony that has 
been developed to demonstrate the nation's recog­
nition of the debt it owes to the service and sac­
rifices of the so~diers is based on a few simple 
customs and traditions. The casket of the soldier 
is covered with the American flag. It is usually 
transported to the cemetery on a caisson. It is 
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carried from the caisson to the grave by six mili­
tary body bearers. In addition to the bod?' bear­
ers honorary pallbearers ·are usually designated 
wh~ march to ·the cemetery alongside the caisson. 
At the cemetery, the casket is placed over the 
grave and the body bearers hold the flag~pall 
waist high over the casket. After the committal 
service is read by the chaplain, a firing party fires 
three volleys. A bugler stationed at the head of 
the grave sounds Taps over the cas~et and the 
military funeral is completed. The body bearers 
then fold the flag and it is presented to the n~xt 
of kin. These basic elements are the fo~ndabon 
of all military funerals, whether last rites are 
being ·Conducted over a private's casket or final 
honors are being paid at the grave of a general. 

3. SIGNIFICANCE OF MILITARY FUNERAL. a. 
The ceremonial customs that comprise the ele­
ments of all military funerals are rooted in a~­
cient military usage. In many cases, these tradi­
tions are based on expedie~ts used long a~o on 
the battlefield in time of war. T-he use of a caisson 
as a hearse, for example, is an obvious combat 
improvisation. In a similar manner, the cus~o~ 
of covering the casket with a flag probably origi­
nated on the battlefield where caskets were not 
available and the flag, wrapped around the d~ad 
serviceman, served as a makeshift pall in which 
he could be buried. Later, these customs assume~ 
a deeper significance than that . of mere exp·edi­
ency. The fact that an Americ~n flag is used to 
cover the casket, for example, now symbolizes the 
fact that the soldier served in the armed forces of 
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the United States and that this country assumes 
the responsibility of burying the soldier as a sol­
emn and sacred obligation. 

b. Other traditions observed in a military fu­
neral had their origin on the battlefield. Some his­
torians believe, for example, that the volley fired 
over the grave was first observed in earlier days 
of warfare when it was the custom of opposing 
armies to declare a truce so that each could clear 
its dead from the battlefield and bury them. Ac­
cording to this theory, the volley fired three times 
was originally a signal that the burial ceremony 
was finished and an invitation to the enemy to 
join in combat once again. The flying of the flag 
at half staff during a funeral also has a peculiarly 
military significan~e. In early times, it was the 
custom to fly the victor's colors over the flag of 
the defeated enemy and to run down the enemy's 
colors for that purpose. The lowering of the flag 
to half staff during a military funeral symbolizes 
the victory of life over death and the ascendency 
of the spiritual over the temporal. 

c. Finally, the sounding of Taps over the grave 
has an obvious origin in military custom. Since 
Taps is the last bugle call the soldier hears at 
night, it is particularly appropriate that it be 
played over his grave to mark the beginning of 
his last, long sleep and to express hope and confi­
dence in an ultimate reveille to come. 

.J ; -
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SECTION II 

_ PLANNING FUNERA·L CEREMONY 

4. TYPES OF FUNERAL CEREMONIES. a. While 
certain basic customs such as the coveril!g of the 
casket with the national colors are_ common to all 
military funerals, each individual ceremony may 
vary from every other in certain fundamental 
characteristics. The extent to which each cere­
mony is modified is usually determined by one or 
more of three factors: the physical lay-out of the 
area where the funeral is to be held, the personnel 
and equipment . that are available for the cere­
mony, and the desires of the next of kin of the 
deceased. It is the responsibility of the officer in 
charge of the funeral to plan the ceremony to fit 
the particular circumstances. If, for example, 
there is insufficient space in front of the chapel 
for a military formation, the military phase of 
the chapel service must be altered or eliminated, 
and if the chapel and grave site adjoin, the cus­
tomary funeral procession will normally be super­
fluous. Personnel and equipment limitations also 
influence the type of military funeral ceremony to 
be conducted. If, for example, no caisson is avail­
able at the post, the funeral director's hearse or 
some other improvision must be used to convey 
the casket from the chapel to the grave. The third 
factor that determines what type of ceremony will 
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be conducted is the wishes of the next of kin. Any 
ceremonial modifications desired by the family of 
the deceased will be incorporated into the plan 
prepared by the officer in charge. All wishes of 
the next of kin are to be considered as paramount 
considerations, so long as they are in keeping 
with basic military usage and the principles of 
good taste. 

b. Because so many variations of the basic 
ceremony are possible, no one ceremonial outline 
can be prescribed that will be appropriate for all 
military funerals. For this reason, the most elab­
orate type of military funeral ceremony has been 
discussed first in paragraphs 8 through 12 as a 
master ceremonial plan, since this complete mili­
tary funeral provides for nearly all the traditions, 
customs, formations, and ceremonies that are 
part of all types of military funerals. The more 
common variations of this complete ceremony 
have been described in paragraphs 13 through 19. 

5. DUTIES OF OFFICER IN CHARGE OF MILI­
TARY FUNERAL. a. General duties. The officer 
who is appointed as supervisor of a military fu­
neral is responsible for the efficient operation of 
the entire military ceremony. Ordinarily, he will 

. work in close liaison with the civilian funeral di­
rector or undertaker whom the family has se­
lected to make all civilian funeral arrangements, 
and with the superintendent of the national ceme­
tery, if the deceased is to be buried in a national 
cemetery. He is responsible for the purely mili­
tary functions of the funeral ceremony. He is not 
responsible for those duties that are normally the 

7 
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task of the civilian funeral director, such as ar­
ranging for transportation for members of the 
family and friends of the deceased, or for notify­
ing civilians who have been invited to attend the 
funeral concerning the time and place of the cere­
mony. He may, however, assist the family or the 
funeral director in many tasks that are not purely 
military. He may assure, for example, that the 
cards on the flowers and wreaths that are deliv­
ered to the grave site are collected and turned 
over to the next of kin. Exclusive of his planning 
functions, the duties of the officer in charge will 
normally begin when the casket is brought to the 
chapel in the funeral director's hearse and end 
when Taps is sounded over ·the grave and the 
military elements are marched away from the 
grave 'site. Appendix I lists in step-by-step se­
quence the duties that the officer in charge of a 
military funeral will normally perform. 

b. Determining available personnel, facilities, 
and equipment. Immediately upon being ap­
pointed, the officer in charge of the military fu­
neral will determine what personnel, equipment, 
and facilities for the ceremony are available at his 
post, camp, or station, since the type of funeral 
that can be conducted will depend upon what per­
sonnel and equipment can be furnished. He will 
determine, for example, whether a military band 
will be available on the day of the funeral. He 
will ascertain from the commanding officer ~hat 
troops are available for ceremonial purposes. He 
will find out whether such equipment as a caisson, 
horses,. and blank ammunition for the funeral 
volley is 1available. When he has determined what 

8 

personnel, facilities, and equipment are available 
he will know how elaborate a ceremony his in­
stallation is able to provide for and he will be 
able to discuss intelligently funeral arrangements 
with the next of kin. The veterans' organization 
official who is nominated as officer in charge of 
the funeral will be guided by the fact that the 
Army will provide only the interment flag to 
cover the casket of the deceased and (to certain 
recognized veterans' organizations) 24 rounds of 
blank ammunition for firing the volleys. All other 
personnel and equipment to be used in the funeral 
must be provided by the veterans' organization 
itself, and the official in charge of that funeral 
should plan the funeral accordingly. 

c. Interview with next of kin or his representa­
tive. After determining available personnel, fa­
cilities, and equipment, the officer in charge will 
interview the next of kin or his representative. 
Since the wishes of the next of kin are para­
mount, the officer in charge of the ceremony will 
discuss funeral arrangements in great detail, ex­
plaining what facilities and personnel are avail­
able and describing what type of funeral ceremony 
can be arranged. At this time, it should be de­
termined whether the family wishes the com­
manding officer to select a chaplain or whether 
they themselves wish to designate either a chap­
lain or a civilian clergyman. The time and date 
the funeral ceremony is to be held should also be 
determined at this time. In addition, the matter 
of honorary pallbearers should be discussed ; the 
family should be requested to nominate person­
nel for this purpose or should be asked whether 

9 
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the commanding officer should select this person­
nel. After checking all the items listed in para­
graph 2, appendix I, the officer in charge of the 
ceremony should have a precise idea of what type 
of funeral ceremony is desired by the family. 

d. Interview with civilian funeral director and/ 
or superintendent of national cemetery. Often the 
funeral director represents the family in the in­
terview described in c above. If he does not, 
however, the officer in charge should confer with 
him after he has interviewed a representative of 
the family, for it is important that close liais?n 
concerning all ceremonial arrangements be mam­
tained with whomever the family has designated 
as funeral director. From the funeral director the 
officer in charge will normally find out the name 
and location of the · cemetery, the exact location 
of the grave site, the time and date of the inter­
ment services, and other matters in which close 
liaison is necessary. It may be desirable, for ex­
ample, to determine whether or not the funeral 
director has made plans to transport the flowers 
from the chapel to the grave and whether ar­
rangements will be made to detach the cards from 
the flowers for transmittal to the next of kin. If 
the remains are to be interred at a national ceme­
tery, the officer in charge will interview the 
superintendent of the cemetery to secure such 
necessary information as the location of the grave 
site and time of interment. 

e. Final arrangements. After these prelimi-
nary steps have been taken, the officer in charge 
should make a reconnaissance of the chapel or 
church as well as the actual grave site, to de-
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termine routes of march and the most desirable 
positions for the formation of ceremonial ele­
ments. If a large military escort is to take part in 
the ceremony, the escort commander should ac­
company the officer on this reconnaissance to 
determine where the troops under his · command · 
will be disposed. If a funeral procession is to be 
part of the ceremony, arrangements for traffic 
control should also be made at this time. The 
officer in charge of the funeral should ·then be 
ready to prepare his ceremonial plan. The plan 
should prescribe the date, place, and hour of as­
sembly, uniform to be worn, positions for each 
element to 'take, route of march, and a detailed 
description of each function to be performed by 
each member .of the military funeral party. Ap- · 
pend ix II should be useful to the officer in charge 
in preparing this part of the ceremonial plan. If 
any variations are anticipated in the complete 
military funeral ceremony as described in para­
graphs 8 through 12, however, it will be necessary 
to amend the information incorporated in appen­
dix II, since those instructions are designed for 
personnel taking part in the complete ceremony. 
When the plan is completed, it should be distrib­
uted to the military elements of the funeral party. 
The officer in charge should assure that all mili­
tary personnel understand their duties and func­
tions perfectly. If the personnel who are to take 
part in the ceremony have not had previous expe.;. 
rience at a military funeral, a practice formation 
should be held prior to the actual ceremony. 

f. At funeral ceremony. The officer in charge of 
the funeral ceremony will attend the funeral to 

1l 
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supervise the military ph.::ises of the ceremony and 
to give his ~ssi~tance, m the event it is needed. 
The duties of the officer in charge of the funeral 
ceremony are normally completed when the mili­
tary elements of the funeral party have been 
marched away from the grave site. 

6. PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT. Personnel and 
· equipment requirements for . a military funeral 

will vary according to the type of ceremony that 
is to be conducted. Depending upon what type 
of ceremony has been planned, the necessary 
elements will normally be selected from the per­
sonnel and equipment listed below. Veterans' or­
ganization officials who are planning a funeral 
ceremony will select equivalent personnel from 
their own sources. Army personnel will not be 
available for military funerals conducted by vet­
erans' organizations. 

a. Personnel. (1) Officer in charge of funeral. 
The officer in charge of the military funeral cere­
mony is designated by the commanding officer of 
the installation responsible for furnishing troops. 
If, as will usually be the case, a veterans' organ­
ization is conducting the funeral, the officer in 
charge is normally selected by the commander of 
the local veterans' post or unit. 

(2) Chaplain. The services of an Army chap­
lain will be provided unless otherwise requested 
by the family of the deceased or its representa­
tive. A civilian clergyman may be substituted for 
the Army chaplain or may act in conj unction with 
him. Throughout military funerals, Army chap­
lains will remain uncovered except . in . inclement 
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weather or if the religious rites prescribe that the 
head be covered. 

(3) Body bearers. Six enlisted men will be 
designated as body bearers. If the deceased was a 
~ember of a local military organization (Na­
tional Guard or Organized Reserve unit) it may 
be practicable tO choose the body bearers from 
that organization. 

( 4) Civilian funeral director and cemetery 
representative. Ordinarily the civilian funeral di­
rector (or. undertak~r) will be designated by the 
next of km. If the body is to be interred at a 
national cemetery, the cemetery representative 
will be designated by the superintendent of the 
national cemetery. 

( 5) Escort. A funeral escort may be of am~ 
size from a squad to a regiment or larger d~­
pending up?n the rank of the deceased. (See' app. 
III for a hst of the escorts prescribed for each 
enlisted and commissioned grade.) The escort 
normally consists of the number of troops suitable 
to the rank of the deceased, a firing party, and a 
bugler. When a band is provided for the funeral 
ceremony, however, the bugler is normally part 
of that formation. (See (7) below.) (The troops 
furnished as a funeral escort are not to be con­
fused with 'the individual military escort provided 
by the Government to accompany the remains of 
each deceased serviceman brought back . to this 
country under the provisions of The Return of 
World War II Dead Program (see par. 19f) . ) 

(6) Firing party. Normally, the firing party 
will consist of at least seven men and a noncom­
missioned officer in charge. As explain.ed in ( 5) 
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above, the firing party is ordinarily a part of the 
~scort. If no escort is provided, however, the fir­
mg party may participate in the ceremony as a 
separate element. · 

( 7) Bugl~r. A bugler is provided to sound Taps 
over the grave. Ordinarily he is part of the escort 
or band as described in ( 5) above. If no band or 
escort is provided, the bugler will form with the 
firing party, taking his correct place at the head 

• of the grave when the firing party reaches the 
grave site. (See par. lla and fig. 11.) 

(8) Colors. If the colors are to. be carried in 
the funeral procession, three enlisted men will be 
appointed color guard. If the escort is of company 
size or larger, the color guard will consist of one 
sergeant and two privates; if the escort is of 
smaller size, the color guard will consist of one 
corporal and two privates. 

( 9) Band. If a military band is designated to 
take part in a military funeral ceremony, its com­
posit ion will be as prescribed in FM 12-50. Dur­
ing the military funeral the drums will be muffled 
and covered with black crepe or thin black serge. 
The · baton of the drum major is customarily 
draped in black ; a large bow of black crepe is tied 
where the ball joins the staff. 

(10) HoflWrary pallbearers. If honorary pall­
b.earers are desired, they will be selected by the 
family of the deceased or its 'representative, or, 
if the family or its representative so desires, by 
the commanding officer. 

(11) Societies. At the request of the immedi- . 
ate family of the deceased or its representative, 
fraternal or patriotic organizations of which the 
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deceased was a member may be permitted to take 
part in the funeral services, normally after the 
military portion of the ceremony has been com­
pleted. (See par. 12.) 

(12) Family and friends of deceased. (a) 
These individuals, who may be either military or 
civilian personnel, are selected and invited to at­
tend the funeral ceremonies by the next of kin or · 
his representative. The ofiicer in charge of the 
funeral, however, should find out the approximate 
number of family and friends who are expected to 
attend the funeral service so that suitable ar­
rangements may be made at the chapel and the 
cemetery. 

( b ) Military personnel attending a funeral 
ceremony in their individual capacity will face the 
casket and execute the hand salute at all times 
when the casket is being carried by the body 
bearers, during the firing of the volleys, the 
sounding of Taps, and while the casket is being 
lowered into the grave. Military personnel in ci­
vilian clothes will, in the above cases and during 
the serv.ices at the grave, stand at attention and 
hold the headdress over the left breast. During 
the prayers, all personnel will bow their heads. 

b. Equipment and facilities. (1) Hearse. Ordi­
narily the hearse will be supplied by the funeral 
director selected by the next of kin. 

(2) Caisson. Caissons will not normally be 
available except at a limited number of posts, 
camps, and stations in the continental United 
States. When such is the case, the use of a civilian 
type hearse to convey the casket from the chapel 
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to the grave site is entirely appropriate and ac­
ceptable. 

(3) Ca']XLri-soned horse. In the event that the 
deceased was a mounted officer or mounted en­
listed man, it is customary to lead a caparisoned 
horse in the funeral procession from the chapel to 
the grave s~te. Horses will not normally be avail­
able for this purpose at most posts, camps, and 
stations. If such is the case, the use of horses for 
this purpose may be eliminated. 

(4). Aircraft. For the funeral of deceased mili­
tary personnel who held an aeronautical rating or 
who were undergoing a course of instruction lead­
ing to such a rating, a formation of aiFplanes may 
be flown as an aerial escort, if available, and pro­
vided such use of aircraft will not interfere with 
essential duties. In the event such aircraft are 
available, the officer in charge of the funeral 
should notify the commander of the installation 
from which the aircraft are to take off, the pre­
cise time the funeral procession is to take place 
and the route it. will follow. 

(5) Chapel. A military chapel will normally be 
used for the military funeral. However, as used in 
this pamphlet, the term "chapel" will be inter­

. preted to include the church, home, or other places 
where the service is held, exclusive of the service 
at the grave. 

(6) Army supplies available to veterans' or­
ganizations. An interment flag will cover the 
casket of . each deceased serviceman returned 
under the provisions of The Return of W ofld War 
II Dead Program. In addition, 24 rounds of blank 
ammunition will be issued to certain authorized 
16 

veterans' organizations for · the purpose of firing 
the funeral volleys. No other supplies or person­
nel well be available from Army sources. (See 
par. 19e.) 

7. UNIFORM. The fun~ral plan drawn up by the 
officer in charge of the ceremony should prescribe 
the wearing of the service uniform. Mourning will 
be worn by troops at military funeral formations 
only when prescribed by the commanding officer 
or when specially ordered by the War Depart­
ment .. The badge of military mourning will consist 
of a straight band of black crepe or plain black 
cloth 4 inches wide worn around the left sleeve 
of the outer garment above the elbow. Officers 
may wear this sleeve band as family mourning. 
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El3 CHAPLAIN . 

CD HONORARY PALLBEARERS . 
<NUMBERS INDICATE ORDER OF" RANK) 

X BOD~ BEARERS 

(§] BUGLER 

• F" UNERAL DIRECTOR OR CEMETERY REPRESENTATl_Vt: 

• MEMBERS OF" THE FIRING PARTY 

.PP COLOR GUARD 

I ESCORT I ESCORT 

EJ BAND 

FAMILY FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF THE FAMILY 

SOCIETY PATRIOTIC OR FRATERNAL ORGAl.IZATION OF DECEASED 

CASKET 

CJ 
CJ 

CAISSON 

HEARSE 

- GRAVE 

Figure 1. Key to symbols used in ceremonial diagrams. 
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SECTION Ill 

COMPLETE MILITARY FUNERAL 

CEREMONY 

8. CONDUCT OF COMPLETE CEREMONY. a. 
When co_nducted. The complete military funeral 
ceremony is conducted when all the requisite per­
sonnel and equipment are available, and when the 
family of the deceased does not wish to elimina~e 
any of the elements of the ceremony. It is the 
basic military ceremony from which all other fu­
neral ceremonies are derived. · It is normally con­
ducted in three stages: the chapel service, the 
procession to the grave, and the graveside service. 

b. Personnel and equipment required. Pers0~­
nel and equipment required for the complete mili­
tary funeral will normally be as prescribed in 
paragraph 6, except that the caparisoned horse 
may be used only when the deceased was a 
mounted officer or mounted enlisted man, a:ad the 
aerial escort may be arranged only for personnel 
who held an aeronautical rating or who were 
undergoing a course of instruction leading to such 
a rating. 

9. CHAPEL SERVICE. a. The chapel service, which 
is the first of the three basic parts of the complete 
funeral ceremony, is begun when the hearse 
which has been provided by the funeral director 
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to convey the remains arrives at the chapel. Be­
fore the hearse is scheduled to appear, however, 
all personnel have taken their positions as indi­
cated in figure 2 ; the family and friends of the 
deceased and any honorary societies or patriotic 
organizations he belonged to have arrived and 
have been led to their seats in the chapel; these 
seats .are normally the front pews on the right­
hand side of the building. The family sits in the 
front and the friends and societies immediately 
behind them. The honorary pallbearers take their 
position in two facing ranks on opposite sides of 
the entrance to the chapel. They are so arranged 
that they will assume the proper precedence of 
their rank when they execute the proper facing 
movement and enter the chapel, the senior then 
being front man in the right file and the junior 
being the last man in the left' file. The color guard, 
escort, and band take their positions facing the 
chapel. They are disposed so that they will be in 
the correct processional order when they exec»te 
a right face and prepare to march to the ceme­
tery. The color guard. forms on the extreme left 
flank, the escort to the eolor guard's right, and 
the band to the right of the escort. The escort and 
the color guard are dressed on the band. The body 
bearers are assembled in two files in front of the 
chapel entrance facing the road. The chaplain 
stands to one side of the two ranks of body bear­
ers. The empty caisson is situated near the 
entrance to the chapel but to one side, so that it 
will not be in the way•of the hearse when it ar­
rives. All personnel are standing at ease. (See 
fig. 2.) 
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b. When the hearse appears, the escort com­
mander orders the escort to the position of atten­
tion. At his command, all other personnel also 
come to the position of attention. When the hearse 
is parked in the correct spot, the body bearers 
step forward to remove the casket from the 
hearse. At this moment, the escort commander 
brings the escort to the position of present arms. 
When this command is given, the escort and the 
private[l of the color guard assume the position of 
present arms, the drum major comes to the posi­
tion of present baton, the band commences to play 
_an appropriate, solemn air, the body bearers re­
move the casket from the hearse, and the honor­
·ary pallbearers execute the hand salute. The body 
bearers, led by the cha plain, then carry the casket 
into the chapel. At this time, and at all other 
times when the body bearers move the casket, 
they must be sure always to carry it feet first. 
(See fig. 3.) \-vhen the body bearers, preceded by 
the chaplain, have carried the casket through the 
aisle formed by the two facing ranks of the hon­
orary pallbearers, the honorary pallbearers come 
to the position of attention, execute the proper 
facing movement, and follow the body bearers 
into the chapel. (See fig. 4.) When the last of the 
honorary pallbearers have entered the chapel, the 
escort commander brings the escort to the posi­
tion of order arms. The privates of the color 
guard and the drum major come to the order at 
the same command and the band stops playing. 
The escort commander then brings the escort to 
the position of at ease and the color guard a~d 
band assume the same position at his command. 
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chapel. (Shaded Oll'ea indi.cates the position of 
elements as the casket is carried- to the chan-

' eel.) 

c. In the chapel, the body bearers, preceded by 
the chaplain and followed by the honorary pall­
bearers, carry the casket down the center aisle of 
the church. If a funeral cart is provided, the 
casket may be placed on the cart and only two 
body bearers will be required to guide the casket 

· to its place in front of the chancel. If no funeral 
cart is available, all body bearers carry the casket 
to the front of the chancel, and the honorary pall­
bearers take their seats in the front pews on the 
left-hand side of the chapel. After the casket has 
been deposited in the correct place, the body bear­
ers take their seats in the pews behind those oc­
cupied by the honorary pallbearers. When all are 
seated the chaplain commences to read the serv­
ice. (See fig. 5.) 

d. When the chaplain has completed the fu­
neral ·service, he signals to the body bearers who 
leave their pews and take their places on either 
side of the casket. The honorary pallbearers leave 
their pews and take their position on either side 
of the entrance to the chapel. (See figs. 6 and 7.) 
Preceded by the chaplain and followed by the 
family, societies, and friends, the body bearers 
carry the casket out of the chapel, the family, 
societies, and friends, however, halting just inside 
the vestibule of the chapel. As soon as the honor­
ary pallbearers appear at the entrance to the 
chapel, the escort commander brings the escort to 
attention and the band and the color guard come 
to attention at the same command. When the 
casket appears at the entrance to the chapel, the 
escort commander brings the escort to the posf­
tion of present arms. The privates of the color 
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guard come to the position of present arms at the 
same command, the drum major comes to the po­
sition of present baton, and the band commences 
to play an appropriate solemn air. The honorary 
pallbearers execute ' the hand salute at the mo­
ment the casket is carried past them. 

e. The chaplain leads the body bearers out of 
the chapel. (See fig. 7.) After he has led the 
body bearers to the caisson, the chaplain, if he 
desires, may return to the vestryroom of the 

- chapel_ and change his vestments while the casket 
is being secured to the caisson. Otherwise he takes 
a position generally similar to that shown in fig­
ure 2, while the casket is being secured. The body 
bearers secure the casket to the caisson in such a 
position that it will be conveyed feet first. The 
honorary pallbearers meanwhile remain in their 
positions at either side of the entrance to the 
chapel, and the family, societies, and friends wait 
just inside the chapel. (See fig. 9.) After the 
casket is secured, the honorary pallbearers come 
to the position of attention and take their posi­
tions on either side of the caisson, the body bear­
ers form in two ranks behind the caisson, facing 
in the direction of march, and the chaplain takes 
his position in front of the caisson. When the 
casket is secured, the escort commander brings 
the escort to the order. The privates of the color 
guard and the drum major come to the order at 
the same command, -and the band ceases playing. 

I 0. PROCESSION TO THE GRAVE. a. After the 
chapel ceremony is completed, all elements form 
for the procession to the grave. (See fig. 10.) The 
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band takes its place at the head of the column and 
the escort marches immediately behind it. The 
colors follow the escort and the chaplain follows 
the color~. The next place in the procession. is 
occupied by the caisson which is flanked by two 
files of the honorary pallbearers marching in cor­
rect precedence of rank (that is, . the senior pre­
ceding and marching to the right)-. The leading 
man in each file of honorary pallbearers marches 
abreast or the front wheel of the caisson. The 
body bearers form in two files, marching behind 
the caisson. (If the funeral procession travels to 
the cemetery by vehicle, the honorary: pallbearers 
ride in a vehicle or vehicles immediately behind 
the caisson and the body bearers march in two 
files, one file on each flank of the caisson.) Behind 
the honorary pallbearers march the family of the 
deceased, followed by friends and societie&. If the 
deceased was a mounted officer or mounted en­
listed man and a caparisoned horse is part of the 
procession, it is led following the body bearers 
and preceding the family of- the deceased. If the 
honorary pallbearers ride in vehicles to the ceme­
tery, the caparisoned horse is led immediately fol­
lowing the caisson. 

b. If the deceased held an aeronautical rating 
or was undergoing a course of instruction leading 
to such a rating, it is during the procession that 
an aerial escort is most appropriate. The com­
mander of the Army Air Forces installation from 
which the aerial escort is to take off should be 
advised in advance concerning the exact time and 
itinerary of the funeral procession. 

c:. When the procession has been formed, the 
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escort commander gives the command: 1. IN 
SLOW CADENCE, 2. FORWARD, 3. MARCH. The band 
plays appropriate music while the procession 
marches slowly to the cemetery at a cadence of 
from 60 to 80 steps per minute. If the march is 
to be a long one, after the procession has marched 
a sufficient distance from the chapel the proces­
sion may be brought to quick time and marched 
at ease. While the procession is marching :at ease, 
the band does not play. When the procession 
nears the entrance to the cemetery, the formation 
is brought to attention once again and marches 
the remainder of the distance to the grave in the 
same slow cadence as before. At any time that the 
procession is marching at attention, field music 
may alternate with the full band in playing sol­
emn funeral music. 

.11 . GRAVESIDE SERVICE. a. When the funeral 
procession arrives at the graveside, the band, 
escort, and colors move immediately to their posi­
tion behind and facing the foot of the grave. The 
band customarily ceases playing prior to taking 
its place on line at the grave. The bugler who is 
to play Taps leaves the band or escort formation 
and takes his position several paces behind and 
facing the head of the grave. The firing party 
element of the escort (usually seven men) falls 
out from the position in the escort and is formed 
in a single rank on !foe with the band and escort 
in such a position that it wil.1 not fire over the 
heads of the f~rnily when the funeral volleys ar~ 
fired. ·. The . honorary pallbearers take their' ·posi-
34 

tion in two ranks on either side of the entrance to 
the burial lot, forming an aisle through which the 

.casket will be carried by the body bearers. The 
honor.ary pallbearers form so that when they 
execute the proper facing movement and march 
to their positions at the graveside the senior will 
be marching at the front and to the right and the 
junior to the rear and left. The family, society 
and friends, and the chaplain take a position to 
either side of the entrance to the burial lot and 
wait until the casket is carri~d to the graveside. 
(See fig. 11.) 

b. As the body bearers lift the casket from the 
'caisson, the escort commander brings the escort 
to the position of present arms; the firing party, 
the honorary pallbearers, the bugler, and privates 
of the color guard also come .to .the position of 
present arms at his command, and the drum major 
comes to the position of present baton. The band 
commences to play an appropriate, solemn air. 
The body bearers, led by the chaplain and under­
taker or cemetery representative, carry the casket 
feet first through the aisle formed by the two 
facing ranks of honorary pallbearers. As soon as 
the casket has passed the entrance of the burial 
lot, the honorary pallbearers come to the position 
of attention, execute the proper facing movement~ 
and follow the casket into the burial lot. The fam­
ily and society or friends. follow the honorary 
pallbearers. (See fig. 11.) 

c. The chaplain, undertaker or cemetery: repre­
sentative, honorary pallbearers, body bearers, 
family, and society or friends take their places ·at 
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Figure 11. Ceremonial diabram: Position of ceremonial 
elements as casket is carried to the grave. 
(Shaded area indicates the movement of the 
casket through the two facing ~anks of hon­
orary pallbearers.) 

the graveside as indicated in figure 12. The body 
bearers carry the casket to the grave and place it 
on the lowering device. As soon as the casket is 
set down the escort commander brings the escort 
to the order. The firing party, the honorary pall­
bearers, the bugler, the drum majOr, and the pri­
vates of the color guard come to the order at the 
same command. The band stops playing when 
the casket is placed over the grave and the escort 
is brought to order arms. The escort commander 
then brings the escort to the position of parade 
rest. At his command, the escort, honorary pall­
bearers, firing party, bugler, band, and color 

36 

guard come to the position of parade rest with 
bowed heads. The body bearers then lift the inter­
ment flag from the casket and hold it waist high 
over the grave. They" hold it taut so that the flag 
will not sag over the casket during the ceremony. 
(See fig. 14 for correct method of holding the 
flag.) The chaplain then conducts the committal 
service. 
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Figure 12. Ceremonial diagram:. Position of ceremonial 

elements during the gravesiJe committal serv­
ice. 

d. After the chaplain has completed the serV­
ice, he steps backward or to the side to make way 
for the bugler, who moves forward to the head of 
the grave and stands at attention. As soon as the 
bugler is in position, the escort commander brings 
the escort to the position of attention, and the 
honorary pallbearers, color guard, firing party, 
and band come to the position of attention at the 
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same command. He then commands : 1. ESCOR'.i.', 

LESS FIRING PARTY, 2. PRESENT, 3. ARMS. At the 
command ARMS, the escort, honorary pallbearers, 
leader of the band, bugler, and privates of the 
color guard come to the position of present arms. 
The drum maj8r comes to the position of present 
baton. The escort commander then commands : 
1. FIRING PARTY, 2. WITH BLANK CARTRIDGES, 3. 
LOAD. At the command LOAD, each member of 
the firing party faces half right. and carries his 
right foot 12 inches to the r~ght and to such posi­
tion as will secure the greatest firmness and 
steadiness of the body. He raises the rifle, and 
drops it into the left hand at the balance, right 
hand at the small of the stock, muzzle in the air 
at an angle of 45°. He then loads his rifle in the 
manner prescribed in the manual for that weapon. 
The escort commander then gives the command, 
1. READY, 2. AIM, 3. SQUAD, 4. FIRE. At the com­
mand READY, each member of the firing party 
remains in the position of load. At the command 
AIM, each member of the firing party raises his 
rifle with both hands to a position of 45° from the 
horizontal, t~1e rifle resting in the palm of his left 
hand, · the butt placed and held firmly against his 
shoulder. The left hand is well under the rifle, 
grasping it at or in front of the balance, the right 
hand grasping the small of the stock. The right 
elbow is at. the height of the shoulder. The right 
cheek is pressed firmly against the stock as far 
forward as it can be without straining. The left 
eye is closed, the right eye looking over the rear 
sight. The Ml rifle is then unlocked. At the com­
mand FIRE, each member of the firing party 

lS 
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squeezes the trigger of his rifle quickly. The rifle 
is then lowered to the position of load and reload. 
The escort commander then commands 1. AIM, 

2. SQUAD, 3. FIRE. After the second volley is 
fired, the escort commander again gives the com­
mand, 1. AIM, 2. SQUAD, 3. FIRE, and the third 
volley· is fired. After the third volley is fired the 
firing party comes to the position of load and 
remains in this position until the conclusion of 
the sounding of Taps. The escort commander exe­
cutes the hand salute while Taps is sounded. 

e. Immediately after the third volley is fired, 
the bugler comes to the position of order arms, 
raises his bugle, and sounds Taps. After he has 
played Taps, the bugler executes the hand salute, 
does 1an about face, and faces and marches in the 
most direct line to his position in the band or 
escort formation. Immediately after the last note 
of Taps is sounded, the escort commander comes 
to the po,sition of attention and brings the escort 
to the order; the honorary pallbearers, privates of 
the color guard, and leader of the band come to 
the order at the same command and the drum 
major comes to the position of order baton. The 
firing party comes to the order from the position 
of load. The body bearers then fold the flag in the 
prescribed maruier (see app. IV) and deliver it 
(for presentation to the next of kin) to the na­
tional cemetery representative, the officer in charge 
of the funeral ceremony, or the individual military 
escort who delivered the remains to the next of 
kin (see par. 19f). This done, the body bearers 
move off at quick time to join the escort. The 
squad leader of the firing party gives the neces-
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sary commands for the firing party to join the 
escort. When all is in readiness, the escort com­
mander gives the appropriate commands and the 
band, colors, and escort (including the body bear· 
ers and firing party) move off at quick time. The 
band does not play while it is still within the 
cemete.ry. After leaving the cemetery·, hJwever, it 
may play a brisk, lively tune. At the first halt, the 
rifles of the firing party are unloaded and in­
spected. 

12. PARTICIPATION OF FRATERNAL OR PATRI· 
OTIC ORGANIZATIONS. a. At the request o:( the 
immediate family of the deceased or its repre~ 
sentative, fraternal or military organizations of 
which the deceased was a member may be per­
mitted to take part in the funeral service. 

b. If the ritual is military or semimilitary in 
nature, the rites will begin immediately upon the 
conclusion of the Army religious service. If the 
ritual includes the firing of volleys and the sound­
ing of Taps, the military firing party and bugler 
may be used. This sounding of Taps will conclude 
the funeral services. 

c. No!l-military rituals by fraternal organiza­
tions will be held at the conclusion of Taps. The 
military escort will be marched away from the 
site of the grave promptly and quietly at the 
termination of the military ceremonies. 

d. The funeral ceremonies for deceased mili­
tary personnel brought _ back to this country in 
accordance with The Return of World War II 
Dead Program will be conducted almost exclu-
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sively by certain veterans' organizations. See 
paragraph 19 for a description of a modification 
of the complete military funeral ceremony suit­
able for conduct by a veterans' organization. 

1 

) 

I 

' 

SECTION IV 

VARIATIONS AND MODIFICATONS 

OF BASIC CEREMONY 

13. OCCASIONS WHEN VARIATIONS ARE DE­
SIRABLE. a. While the complete funeral ceremony 
may be conducted as prescribed in paragraphs 8 
through 12, many variations of this basic cere­
mony are possible. Often these modifications are 
made at the specific request of the next of kin or 
his representative. The family, for example, may 
desire a small private church service with no 
military formations present. In such a case, it is 
possible to conduct a military funeral ceremony 
less chapel service, the funeral procession meeting 
the civilian funeral party at the gates to the ceme­
tery or some other designated spot and accom­
panying the party to the graveside where the full 
graveside ceremony is conducted. In other cases, 
the family may prefer to eliminate th~ procession 
as well as the chapel service and the entire mili­
tary portion of the ceremony may be conducted at 
the graveside. 

b. There are many other variations of the basic 
ceremony that may be made in accordance with 
the wishes of the next of kin, but which are usu­
ally occasioned by limitations of military person­
nel, facilities, and equipment. In such cases, when 
personnel and equipment are limited, it is possible 
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to conduct a military funeral ceremony with as 
few as eight enlisted men, a bugler, a chaplain, 
and six body bearers. Until 6 months after the 
termination of the present war, this will normally 
be the type of funeral ceremony conducted by the 
United States Army. (See par. le, app. III.) 

c. In this section, these and other variations of 
the basic funeral ceremony will be described. It 
should be firmly borne in mind, however, that 
these modifications are not .the only ones possfole. 
There are countless variations of the basic cere­
mony that may be made to . comply with the 
wishes of the next of kin and to agree with avail­
able personnel facilities and equipment. These 
variations, providing they conform generally to 
the proper procedure as outlined in this .publica­
tion and are in keeping with the solemnity and 
dign~ty of the occasion, will be made by the officer 
in charge of the military funeral, subject to the 
approval of the commanding officer. 

14. COMPLETE CEREMONY LESS CHAPEL SER~­
ICE. a. This type of ceremony is appropriate when 
the next of kin desires a private nonmilitary 
church service before the actual interment. In 
general, the same number and type of personnel 
and equipment are required for this ceremony 
as for the complete ceremony. 

b. All military ceremonial components are as­
sembled at a designated point (usually the gates 
to the cemetery) before the :family, the hearse, 
and the civilian societies and friends arrive. The 
military elements stand at ease, arranged on line 
in front of the curb of the road or street along 
46 

which the procession is to march, and facing the 
opposite curb. The band, escort, and color guard 
stand in relative positions generally similar to 
those indicated in figure 2. The caisson is drawn 
up to the left of the color guard, but it is placed 
facing the direction of march that the entire for­
mation will assume when it executes the appropri­
ate facing movement, prior to moving off. The 
honorary pallbearers are assembled in two ranks 
to the left of the caisson, facing in the same direc­
tion as the band, escort, and color guard. They 
are so disposed that they will assume the correct 
precedence · of rank when they execute the appro­
priate facing movement and prepare to march to 
the grave site. The body bearers are assembled 
in two files in fron.t of the entire formation in 
such a position that they can receive the casket 
from the hearse •and transfer it to the caisson. 
The chaplain stands to one side of the body bear­
ers. If the deceased was a mounted officer or 
mounted enlisted man and a caparisoned horse is 
provided, the horse stands facing in the same 
direction as the caisson, between the caisson and 
the two ranks of honorary pallbearers. 

c. When the hearse and funeral cars approach, 
the e~cort commander brings the escort to atten­
tion and all elements conform. As soon, 1as the 
hearse is brought alongside the caisson, the escort 
commander orders the escort to the position of 
present arms. At this command, the escort, hon­
orary pallbearers, and privates of the color guard 
come to the position of present arms, and the · 
drum major comes to the position of present 
baton. The band begins to play an ·appropriate, 
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solemn air and th~ body bearers step forward to 
receive the casket. When the body bearers have 
carried the casket, feet first, from the hearse and 
secured it to the caisson, the escort commander 
brings the escort to the order. The honorary pall­
bearers, privates of the color guard, and drum 
major conform and the band stops playing. The 
two ranks of honorary pallbearers then execute 
the appropriate facing movement and march for­
ward to both sides of the caisson,. halting when 
the front man in each file is opposite to the front 
wheel of the caisson. The body bearers move to 
the rear of the caisson, forming two files facing 
the line of march, and the chaplain moves to the 
front of the caisson. The escort commander then 
orders the escort to execute the proper facing 
movement, and the band and colors execute the 
movement at the same command. The escort com­
mander then gives the appropriate commands· and 
the funeral procession moves off slowly in the di­
rection of the grave site. The band plays appro­
priate, solemn music and the civilian cars take 
their appropriate place in the column behind the 
body bearers. If an •aerial escort is provided, it 
should appear overhead at the time that the 
civilian elements are scheduled to arrive. When 
the procession has reached the burial lot, the 
graveside ceremony is conducted as described in 
paragraph 11. 

15. GRAVESIDE SERVICE AS COMPLETE CERE· 
MONY. a. When the next of kin desires to elimi­
nate the military chapel service and the formal 
procession, the graveside ceremony is usually con-
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ducted. This ceremony is also often used at posts · 
where horse-drawn equipment is not available, 
since no caisson is needed for this type of cere­
mony. 

b. Before the arrival of the hearse, the family, 
and the remainder of the civilian funeral party, 
all military components of the ceremony ·are in 
place at the burial lot as indicated in figure 11. 
The chaplain and the body bearers stand outside 
the funer~l lot at a spot convenient for the 
hearse to park and the honorary pallbearers take 
their position in two facing ranks at the entrance 
to the burial lot. All personnel st·and at ease. 
When the hearse and funeral party come within 
sight, the escort commander . brings the esc~rt to 
attention and all other personnel conform to this 
command. When the hearse comes to a stop, the 
body bearers step forward to receive the remains. 

c. At the moment that the body bearers lift the 
casket from the hearse, the escort commander 
brings the escort to the position of present arms. 
At this command, the escort, honorary pallbear­
ers, bugler, and privates of the color gu·ard exe­
cute pres~nt arms, the drum major comes to the 
position of present baton, and the band com­
mences to play. The body bearers, preceded by 
the chaplain, then carry the casket, feet first, 
through the two facing ranks of honorary pall­
bearers, and the remainder of the fuheral is con­
ducted as described in paragraph 11. 

16. FIFTEEN-MAN CEREMONY. a. At posts, 
camps, and stations where personnel, equipment, 
and facilities ·are extremely limited, the officer in 
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charge of a military funeral ceremony may con­
duct a suitable ceremony with only 15 men and a 
chaplain. Minimum personnel required are as fol­
lows: 

( 1) Six body bearers. (Body bearers will not 
normally be furnished by the Army when the 
funeral is conducted at a civilian cemetery. The 
Army may provide the firing squad of eight men 
and a bugler.) 

(2) Firing party (seven enlisted men, one non-
commissioned officer) . 

(3) Bugler (one enlisted man). 
( 4) Chaplain. 
b. Ordinarily, when such a limited number of 

personnel is available, only the graveside cere­
mony is conducted, although a simplified version 
of the chapel ceremony can be conducted as well, 
should the next of kin desire it. The funeral pro­
cession, however, normally should not be con­
ducted with such a limited number of personnel. 

c. Prior to the arrival of the hearse and family 
cars, the firing party and body bearers are formed 
in two ranks outside of the chapel and facing it. 
The officer in charge takes a position near the 
entrance to the chapel where he can supervise and 
render any assistance that he deems necessary. 
The chaplain stands at one side of the body bear­
ers. The bugler is not required at this point in 
the ceremony. 

d. When the hearse arrives at the chapel, the 
firing party is brought to attention and the non­
commissioned officer in charge executes the hand 
salute. The family, friends, and societies are led 
to their seats in the front right pews of the 
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chapel. The body bearers then move in formation, 
under command of the senior noncommissioned 
officer, to a position in rear of the hearse and fac­
ing it, ready to remove the casket. When all is 
ready and the chaplain is standing near the 
hearse, the noncommissioned officer in charge of 
the firing party brings the firing party to the po­
sition of present arms. The body bearers then re­
move the ·casket and preceded by the chaplain, 
carry it feet first into the chapel. As soon as the 
casket has been carried into the chapel, the firing 
party is brought to the positions of order arms 
and parade rest. 

e. In the chapel, if a funeral cart is ·available, 
the casket is placed on it and guided down the 
center aisle to its position in front of the chancel 
by two of the body bearers. If no funeral cart is 
av·ailable, all six body bearers carry the casket 
down the center aisle to its position. They then 
take their seats on the left. side of the chapel. The 
chaplain then conducts the funeral service. , 

f. At the conclusion of the service, the body 
bearers, led by the chaplain, carry the casket from 
the chapel and place it in the hearse. The family 
remains seated until the casket is carried from 
the chapel. As soon as the casket becomes visible 
in the chapel entrance, the firing party is brought 
to the position of attention and present arms by 
the noncommissioned officer in charge. They re­
main in the latter position until the remains are 
placed in the hearse. After the remains are placed 
in the hearse, body bearers and firing party pro­
ceed by ·automobile, at once, to the cemetery in 
order to arrive there prior to the arrival of the 
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civilian funeral party. The chaplain ordinarily 
leads the civilian funeral party to the grave site. 

g. At the graveside, all personnel take their 
positions and stand at ease until the hearse ar­
rives. The firing party forms in a single rank 
facing the grave, about 10 yards behind the foot 
of the grave and about 5 yards to the left of the 
grave. The body bearers_ are formed in two files · 

. facing the road and in readiness to receive the 
casket; the bugler stands a few paces behind the 
head of the grave. All pers~nnel stand at ease. 
When the hearse comes into view, the noncom­
missioned officer in charge calls the detail to 
attention. When the hearse is parked, the body 
bearers step forward and take the casket from the 
hearse. As soon as they have lifted the casket, the 
noncommissioned officer in charge brings the fir­
ing party and bugler te the position of present 
arms. When the body bearers, preceded by the 
chaplain, have carried the casket to the grave 
and placed it on the lowering device, the noncom­
missioned officer in charge brings the bugler and 
firing party to the order. At this command, the 
bugler and the firing party automatically assume 
the position of parade rest with inclined heads. 
The body bearers lift the flag from the casket and 
hold it over the grave waist high. They hold it 
taut so that it will not sag during the interment 
service. The chaplain then reads the service. 
When he has finished, he steps to one side and the 
bugler takes his position at the head of the grave. 
When the bugler is in position, the noncommis­
sioned officer in charge brings the firing party to 
the position of attention and the bugler comes to 
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the position of present arms at the same com-
. mand. The noncommissioned officer in charge of 

the firing party then gives the firing party the 
commands : 1. FIRING p ARTY, WITH BLANK CART­
RIDGES, 2. LOAD, and 1. READY, 2. AIM, 3. SQUAD, 

4. FIRE. The firing party then fires three volleys 
as described in paragraph 11 and remains in the 
position of load until Taps has been p_layed. When 
the last volley has been fired, the bugler comes to 
the position of attention and plays Taps as de­
scribed in paragraph 11. During the playing of 
Taps the noncommissioned officer in charge of the 
firing party executes the hand salute. At the con­
clusion 'of Taps, the noncommissioned officer in 
charge brings the firing party to the order. The 
bugler, as soon as he has completed playing, steps 
back a pace, salutes, about faces, and joins the 
firing party. The body bearers then fold the flag 
(see · app. IV), hand it to the superintendent of 
the national cemetery, the officer in charge, or the 
individual military escort (see par. 19f), face the 
foot of the grave, and march off to the rear of the 
firing party. The entire detail of 15 men then 
move off at quick time at the senior noncommis­
sioned officer's command. 

h. If it is desired to have honorary pallbearers 
at this type of abridged ceremony, their duties are 
substantially the same as indicated in paragraphs 
8 through 12. 

17. CREMATED REMAINS. a. General. The usual 
military funeral ceremony mu.st be modified some­
what when the next of kin desires that the re­
mains be cremated. The extent to which the. 
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ceremony must be modified depends upon whether 
the ceremony is to be conducted before the re­
mains have been cremated or after cremation has 
been accomplished. When the next of kin desires 
that military honors be paid the deceased after 
the remains have been cremated, the chapel serv­
ice, procession to the grave, and graveside service 
will be conducted, as indicated in b below, in a 
manner generally similar to the complete military 
funeral ceremony, with such variations as the 
desires. of the next of kin or limitations .of per­
sonnel or equipment may require. If the ceremony 
is to take place before the remains have been 
cremated, it will usually consist of simply a 
chapel service and a procession to the crematory 
where the body is to be cremated. Under these cir­
cumstan~es, normally the firing of volleys and the 
sounding of Taps are omitted. If the funeral cere­
mony is to be held at the crematory, however, and 
no further military honors are anticipated, the 
volleys .may be fired, and Taps may be sounded 
at the discretion of the officer in charge of the 
funeral ceremony. This paragraph will describe 
briefly an accepted method of conducting a mili­
tary funeral under the following three combina­
tions of circumstances : 

(1) Full military funeral . ceremony for cre­
mated remains. 

(2) Chapel service and procession to the cre­
matory for remains that are to be cremated. 

(3) Final honors (firing of volley and sound­
ing of Taps) for remains that are to be cremated. 

b. Full military funeral ceremony for cremated 
remains. (1) Personnel detailed as members of a 
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military funer~l ceremony for cremated remains 
perform the same general functions as described 
in paragraphs 8 through 12, with the exception of 
the six enlisted body bearers whose services are 
not required at this type of ceremony. At cere­
monies conducted for cremated remains, only one. 
enlisted man is required to serve as urn bearer 
and to carry the receptacle containing the ashes. 
In addition, four el1.listed men are detailed as flag 
bearers. Throughout the entire ceremony the four 
flag bearers march behind the urn bearer in two 
ranks. The flag (folded as prescribed in app. IV) 
'is carried by the leading flag bearer on the right. 
(See fig. 15.) 

(2) Except for this modification, the ceremony 
is conducted as described in paragraphs 8 through 
12. The flag bearers and urn bearer occupy the 
same position normally occupied by the body 
bearers prior to the arrival of the hearse at the 
·cemetery. When the hearse arrives, the urn bearer 
removes the receptacle from the hearse and car­
'ries it into the chapel led by the chaplain . and fol­
lowed by the flag bearers. All other personnel 
perform the. same functions as described in para­
graphs 8 through 12. Inside the chapel the urn is 
placed on a small stand in front of the chancel 
and the folded flag is placed beside the urn. The 
urn bearer and flag bearers then take their seats 
on the left-hand side of the chapel immediately 
behind the honorary pallbearers. 

(3) After the chaplain has completed the serv­
ice, the urn bearer and flag bearers escort the 
remains outside the chapel as described in para­
graphs 8 through 12. (See fig. 15.) If the urn is 
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to be carried to · the cemetery on a caisson, the 
caisson must be equipped with a casket container 
into which the urn may be placed. The flag bear­
ers then lay the open flag over the casket con­
tainer in the same manner prescribed for a 
casket, the blue union of the flag covering the left 
corn.er of what would normally be the head end 
of the casket. When the procession moves off, the 
flag bearers and urn bearer follow the caisson in 
the same position indicated for the body bearers 
in figure 10. If no caisson is provided, the remains 
may be placed in the hearse on a su:table stand or 

· rack and the folded flag may be iPlaced beside the 
urn. If neither a hearse nor ·a caisson. is used, suit- . 
able transportation must be provided for the urn 
bearer and the flag bearers. 

(4) At the graveside, the ceremony is con­
ducted generally ·as described in paragraph 11. 
.When the urn bearer has placed the urn on the 
lowering device at the grave, the flag bearers un­
fold the flag and hold it waist high over the grave, 
one man at each corner of the flag. The urn bearer 
marches off and joins the escort. After the com­
mittal service is completed and the volleys have 
been fired and Taps sounded, the flag bearers 
refold the flag once again and deliver it to the 
superintendent of the national cemetery or the 
officer in charge of the ceremony for transmittal 
to the next of kin. 

c. Ceremony fo m: remains that are to be cre­
mated. (1) The chapel service and procession for 
remains that are to be cremated are conducted in 
the same manner as the usual complete funeral 
ceremony. All military components of the cere-
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mony assemble in front of the chapel as described 
in paragraph 9. The casket is carried into the 
chapel and the chapel service is conducted by the 
chaplain. After the chapel service, the casket is 
carried out of the chapel by the body bearers and 
secured to the caisson. The procession is ~hen 
formed and moves off in the same manner pre­
scribed for the complete military funeral · cere­
mony. 

(2) When the procession reaches the crema­
tory, however, the procedure is modi~ed. If the 
remains are to be interred at a later date after 
cremation, the firing of volleys and the sounding 
of Taps are· not normally accomplished at this 
time. In such cases, when the procession has been 
brought to a halt, all elements face the entrance 
to the crematory at the command of the escort 
commander. The honorary pallbearers take their 
positions in two facing ranks on both sides of 
the entrance to the crematory in the correct order 
as indicated in figure 2. The body bearers then lift 
the casket from the caisson. At the moment that 
the casket is lifted, the escort commander brings 
the escort to the position of present arms. At the 
same command, the honorary pallbearers and pri­
vates of the color guard come to the position of 
present arms, and the drum major comes to the 
position of present baton. The band commences 
to play an appropriate solemn air and the body 
bearers, preceded by the chaplain, carry the cas­
ket into the crematory. As the casket is carried 
past them, the honorary pallbearers come to the 
order, execute the -appropriate facing movement, 
and follow the casket into the crematory. As soon 
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as the casket is carried out of sight, the escort 
commander brings the escort and privates of the 
color guard to the order, the drum major also 
comes to the order, and the band ceases playing. 
The escort commander then brings all elements of 
the funeral ceremony to the position of at ease 
until the chaplain, honorary pallbearers, and body 
bearers have emerged from the crematory and 
taken their positions in the formation. All ele-

. ments of the funeral ceremony are then brought 
to attention by the escort commander and the 
procession is marched away from the crematory 
in quick time. The band plays a brisk, lively 
march when the procession has cleared the imme­
diate vicinity of the crematory. 

d. Final honors (volley and Taps) for remains 
that are to be cremated. If, after the remai;ns 
have been cremated, the ashes are to be interred 
or inurned ·at the crematory and no further mili­
tary honors are anticipated, the volleys may be 
fired, and Taps may be sounded when the casketed 
remains are escorted to the crematory. The exact 
manner in which these final honors may be car­
ried out will depend on the physical lay-out of the 
crematory, the space available in front of the 
entrance for formations, and other considerations 
depending upon the individual case. A basic 
method for carrying out these final honors, how­
ever, has been described below. This method 
should be altered at the discretion of the officer 
in charge of the. funeral · ceremony to conform 
with local conditions at the crematory. 

( 1) After the chapel service, the casket will be 
escorted from the chapel to the entrance of the 
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crematory as described in c above. Prior to the 
arrival of the funeral procession, arrangements 
should have been made to have placed directly in 
front of the entrance to the crematory, an im­
proved catafalque or platform suitable for the 
support of the casket. When the procession 
reaches the crematory and is halted, the honorary 
pallbearers take their positions in two facing 
ranks on both sides of the crematory entrance as 
indicated in figure 2. The caisson is led to one side 
of the catafalque, and the body bearers stand to 
one side of the caisson ready to remove the casket. 
The remainder of the ceremonial elements take 
positions in relation to the catafalque similar to 
the positions they occupy in relation to the grave, 
as indicated in figure 12. When everyone is in 
position, the body bearers prepare to move the 
casket from the caisson to the catafalque. The 
escort commander then brings the escort to the 
position of present arms. At this same command, 
the honorary pallbearers, firing party, privates of 
the color guard, and bugler come to the position 
of pre.sent .arms, and the drum major·comes to the 
position of present baton. The band commences to 
play and the body bearers lift the casket from the 
caisson ·and carry it to the catafalque. When the 
casket is rested on the catafalque, the body bear­
ers ·step one pace backward and execute present 
arms and the band stops playing. The band leader 
then presents arms and the drum major remains 
in the position of present baton. Th~ escort com­
mander then commands the firing party to order 
arms. He then ·gives the command: 1. FIRING 
PARTY, WITH BLANK AMMUNITION, 2. LOAD. 
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Next, the command is given, 1. READY, 2. AIM, 

3. SQUAD, 4. FIRE, and the volley is fired in the 
same manner as described in paragraph 11. At 
the end of the third volley, the bugler comes to 
the order and sounds Taps. The firing party re­
mains in the position of load while Taps is played 
and the escort commander comes to the position 
of hand salute. At the last note of Taps, the body 
bearers come to the order and, preceded by the 
chaplain, carry the casket through the two facing 
ranks of honorary pallbearers. As the body bear­
ers carry the casket past them, the honorary pall­
bearers come to the order and executing the 
appropriate facing movement, follow the casket 
into the crematory. The family, societies, and 
friends follow the honorary pallbearers. When the 
casket has been carried into the crematory, the 
escort commander comes to the position of atten­
tion and brings the escort to the order ; the firing 
party, privates of the color guard, leader of the 
band, and drum major come to the order. at the 
same command. The firing party then joins the 
escort at the command of the senior noncommis-
. sioned officer and the bugler marches to the posi­
tion in the band formation. The escort commander 
then brings the escort to the position of at ease 
and all elements assume the same position. 

(2) Inside the crematory, the duties of the 
chaplain, body bearers, and honorary pallbearers 
will be governed by whether any sort of com­
mittal service is to be conducted before the body 
is turned · over to the crematory officials. If such a 
funeral service is conducted, this personnel will 
normally attend. After the service is finished the 
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body bearers will fold the flag in the prescribed 
manner and turn it over the officer in charge of 
the ceremony for presentation to the next of kin. 
The chaplain, body bea.rers, and honorary pall­
bearers then join the other elements of the cere­
mony and all march away at quick time. If the 
committal service inside the crematory is to be 
excessively long, the escort, band, and colors may 
be marched away immediately after the b~<ly has 
been carried into the crematory. If this is done, 
however, arrangements must be made for vehicles 
to transport the chaplain, body bearers, and hon­
orary pallbearers after the services are over. 

18. CEREMONY PRIOR TO SHIPMENT OF RE· 
MAINS. When remains are to be shipped from a 
post, . camp, or station to some other locality for 
disposition or interment, it may be appropriate 
to conduct a military funeral ceremony prior to 
shipment. A chapel service and procession may be 
conducted in a manner generally similar to the 
procedure prescribed in paragraphs 9 and 10. 
Normally, the final honors consisting of the firing 
of volleys and the sounding of Taps are omitted. 
If the officer in charge of the military funeral has 
reason to believe that no such final honors will be 
conducted when the casket reaches its final desti­
nation, he may arrange for such honors to be con­
ducted just before the casket is carried to the 
train prior to departure. If, in the opinion of the 
officer in charge of a military funeral ceremony, 
the conduct of final honors is appropriate, the pro­
cedure outlined in paragraph 17 d may be used as 
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a , guide iri' planning final honors before the casket 
is carried aboard the train. ·•--

19. FUNERAL CEREMONIES CONDUCTED BY PA­
TRIOTIC ORGANIZATIONS. a. Type of funeral. 

· Because it requires the least number of personnel 
and the least amount of military. equipment, the 
15-man military funeral ceremony (see par. 16). 
will usually be the most appropriate for veterans' 
organizations who conduct burial ceremonies for 
deceased American servicemen brought back to 
to this country under the provisions of the Return 
of World War II Dead Program~ Properly con­
ducted, the 15-man ceremony possesses all the 
qualities of simplicity and dignity appropriate for 
honoring the memory' of the deceased serviceman 
and expressing to his family the nation's appre­
ciation for his devotion to duty. The officer of the 
veterans' organization who has been detailed to 
organize the ceremony may make such modifica­
tions in the procedure as outlined in paragraph 
16 as may b~ required to conform to · the wishes 
of· the . next of .kin and the personnel and equip­
ment available. .. 

b. Uniform of ceremonial elements. Form~; 
members of the Army, Navy, or Marine Corps 
who served in time of war and whose release from 
the service was secured under honorable condi­
tions are authorized to wear the service uniform 
at military funeral ceremonies. The rank insignia 
of the highest ·grade held by them during their 
war service may be '..worn. The honorable dis­
charge ·emblem should be worn on : the uniform 
and -the insi~ia of arm or . branch of . service 
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should not be worn. Members of civilian compon­
ents of the Army of the United States (Officers' 
Reserve Corps, Enlisted Reserve Corps, National 
Guard), however, will wear the insignia of their 
arm or branch of service. 

c. Personnel to attend. Ordinarily, it is more 
desirable to select veterans to serve in a military 
funeral from the same branch of the armed forces 
as that of the deceased. For example, for the fu­
neral of a deceased soldier, veterans of the Army 
should be chosen. If sufficient veteran personnel is 
available, the commander of the veterans' organ­
ization may consider it desirable to select mem­
bers of the ceremonial detail from the same arm 
or branch of the deceased such as Army Air 
Forces, Infantry, Field Artillery, etc. . 

d. Training. The official of the veterans' org;m­
ization in charge of funeral ceremonies should 
insure that all veteran personnel selected to serve 
in a funeral are fully trained in· their duties. The 
proper method of folding the flag, firing the vol-

. ley, and other pertinent portions of the funeral 
ceremony should be rehearsed in drill formations 
prior to the conduct of the ceremony. 

e. Equipment. In accordance "'.'ith procedures 
and policies established by the War Department, 
rifles, cartridges, belts, blank ammunition, and 
other equipment may 'be loaned or sold by Army 
organizations to authorized veterans' organiza­
tions for use by them in connection with funeral 
ceremonies for deceased servicemen. In the case 
of remains brought back to this country under 
provisions of The Return of World War II Dead 
Program, the Army will, upon request of certain 
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authorized veterans; organizations, make. arrange­
ments for the delivery of 24 rounds of blank am­
munition by the individual military escort at the 
same time that he transfers custody of the re­
mains to the next of kin or the designated con­
signee. The interment flag which will cQver the 
remains of each deceased American serviceman 
brought back to the United States in connection 
with The Return of World War II Dead Program 
will be turned over to the civilian funeral director 
whom the. next of kin has designated to take care 
of funeral arrangements, at the time that the 
Army makes final delivery of the remains. 

f. Individual military escort. The services of an 
officer or an enlisted man will be provided by the 
Government to accompany the remains of each 
deceased serviceman brought back to this country 
under the provisions of The Return o-f World War · 
II Dead Program. If requested to attend the fu­
neral by the next of kin, he is authorized to do so. 
Normally, the only functions he will perform at 
the funeral ceremony will be to deliver the inter­
ment flag to the next of kin at the end of the 
funeral ceremony. Following the sounding of 
Taps, the body bearers will fold the flag in the 
manner prescribed in appendix IV and will pass 
the folded flag to the individual military escort. 
The escort will then present the flag to the next 
of kin, with some statement on behalf of the Gov­
ernment such as, "This flag is offered by a grate­
ful nation in memory of the faithful service 
performed by your loved one." At all other times 
during the course of the funeral .ceremony, the 
individual military escort will be governed by the 
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procedures ·prescribed for ··military personnel ·at­
tending a funeral iri , their individual capacities. 

: (See par. 6a (12).) 

' I •• • / ,.. • 

·'-' 

APPENDIX I 
CHECK LIST FOR OFFICER IN CHARGE 

OF MILITARY FUNERAL -

.. 
I. This check list has been . prepared as a guide 
for the officer in charge of a military funeral and 
for the representative of ·a veterans' organization 
who has been designated · as the individual re­
sponsible f<iI. fatferal arrangements. Its use will 
assist the indiv,idual concerned in securing the 
information neceSsary for preparing a ceremonial 
plan and in. assuring that all arrangements neces­
sary for the proper operation of the ceremony 
have been made prior to the conduct of the fu­
neral. (See par. 5.) Veterans' :·organization of­
ficials, however, should bear in mind that except 
for the interment flag and blank ammunition 
referred to in paragraph 19e, the Army will not 
furnish any personnel or 'equipment for funeral 
ceremonies the conduct of which has been under­
taken by a veterans' organization. 

2. The officer in charge s;h91:1ld secure the fol­
lowing information before interviewing the next 
of kin or his representative: 

a. General information: · 
(1)· ·Name, grade, and serial num­

ber of deceased 
(2) Religious faith 
(3) Was deceased a m~unted of- . 

'*icer or mounted enlisted man? _______________ _ 
Yes No 
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( 4) Did deceased hold an aero­
na utical rating or was he 
undergoing a course of in­
struction leading to such a 
rating? 

( 5') Date funeral is to take place 
( 6) · Name and 1address of civilian 

funeral director 
(7) Name and address of next 

of kin 

Yes No 

b. Personnel. Is following personnel available 
at th~ post? . . 

( 1) Chaplain of appropriate faith? --·-------------
Yes No 

(If answer is Yes, name, grade, and -serial 
number ~f chaplain.) 
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(2) An appropriate escort as set 
forth in appendix III. (Until 
6 months after the termina­
tion of the present war, no 
Army personnel will be util­
ized as funeral escort. troops 
except by the direction of the 
War Department.) 

( 3) A military band? 

(4) Color guard (3 men)? 

(5) Body bearers (6 men) '? 

( 6) Honorary pallbearers ( 4 to 8 
men)? 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

(7) Firing party (8 men)? 

(8) Bugler? 
Yes No 

Yes No 

c. Equipment. Is following equipment available 
at the post: 

( 1) If answer to a ( 3) above· is 
Yes, is a horse available at the 
post for the funeral proces­
sion? 

(2) If answer to a (4) above is 
Yes, can aerial escort be ar­
ranged? 

(3) Is caisson available? 

( 4) Are blank cartridge available 
for funeral volley? 

( 5) Has civilian funeral director 
been supplied with interment 
flag? 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

3. Then, the officer in charge should interview the 
next of kin or his representative and determine 
what military personnel and functions they de­
sire, consistent with the personnel and equipment 
avaHable as determined in paragraph 2 above. If 
it has been determined that necessary personnel 
or equipment is not available for a particular 
function, a line should be drawn through the per­
tinent item below, before the next of kin or rep­
resentat ive is interviewed. 
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a. What type of chapel service is desired ? 
Army chapel? ___________ _ 
·Civilian church 'L-----­
N o chapel service? 

but graveside serv-
ice only? _______________ _ 

b. If chapel service is desired, time, 
date, and location? 

c. Is Army chaplain or civilian 
clergyman desired? 

________ Army chaplain to be desig-
nated by family. 

----------------------------------------------------
(Name, rank, serial number, and address) 

________ Civilian clergyman to be 
designated by family. 

----------------------------------------------------
(Name and address) 

________ Army chaplain to be desig­
nated by post commander. 

d. Is funeral procession desired? 

e. If so, what type? 
________ From Army chapel to grave. 

Yes 

________ From civilian· church to grave. 
______ __ From other points to grave. 

(Specify point ________________________ .) 

f. Is a military band de3ired? 

No 

Yes No 

CJ· If the deceased was a mo~nted o.f­
ficer or mounted enlisted man, is it de­
sired that a caparisoned horse be led b 
the funeral procession 1 
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Yes No 

h. If deceased held an : aeronautical 
rating (or was undergoing a :course of 
instruction leading to . such a . rating), 
is an _aerial escort desired?_ .: .... ,_ :. 
1.: r : · .... 

i. Is full escort, as' set forth dn ap­
pendix III, desir~d? (See ·: par~ : 2b (2) . 
above.) '· 

i· Are military honorary pallbearer~ 
desired? · 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
k. If so, will family cho~se them or is 

their selection left to the discretion of 
the commanding officer·? : 
- -- ~-----Family will -~oose .. 

.No 

No 

No 

_______ .Commanding officer ·~m select. 
(If family is choosing libnofary pallbearers, 

what a:~~ their names and addresses?) 
------------------; ----------~--=---~:.---:------ ---------

! . . . ----------------·----------------- ... ---------------------
------------.... ------------... --------~ --~ -... --"'------------
----------------- - -----------------~-- - .. ----------------

----... ---------------------------.. :. ... ------~ --------------
. I. What type of graveside ceremony is desired 

by the family: 
Is it desired that volleys be fired 

at the grave? 

I 
•t . Yes 

s i desired that Taps be sounded 
over the grave? 

Yes 

No 

No 
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Are frate~nal or patriotic organ­
izations authorized to conduct 
their ceremony after the mili­
tary ceremony? 

What clergyman will read the 
graveside services? 

--~-----Army chaplain designated 
by the commanding officer. 

________ Army chaplain chosen by 
family. 

_______ Civilian clergyman chosen 
by family. 

m. Approximate number of friends 
and re\atives that will attend services. 

n. Will members of patriotic or fra­
ternal organizations or societies attend 
the funeral? 

If so, approximate number. 
o. Is organ music desired in chapel? 

p. Is band music desired at the 
chapel during the procession and at the 
grave? 

If so, are any particular compo­
sitions desired: 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

4. Next, the officer in charge should interview the 
civilian funeral director for the necessary infor­
mation indicated below: 

(In the event that the interment is to take 
place in a national cemetery, the questions marked 
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with ~n asterisk will normally be answered by the 
supermtendent of the national cemetery.) 
*a. Name and !?cation of the cemetery--------------­
b. Exact location of grav~ site * . . ---------------
c. Tune and date of mterment services __ _ 
d. Will funeral director transport -------------

flowers from chapel to grave? ----------------

•· Will funeral director collect cards Yes No 
from flowers for transmittal to the next 
of Rin? 

Yes No 

5. On the basis of information secured in para­
graphs 2, 3, and 4, the officer in charge should 
make final arrangements, checking himself on the 
items listed below: 

a. Have you made reconnaissance of 
the grave site and the chapel area to de­
termine routes of march, locations po- -
•t• ? , 

sI Ions, etc. . ----------------

b H Yes No 
• ave arrangements for traffic con-

trol been made? 

c. Have you prepared a detailed cere-
Yes No 

monial plan based on the desires of the 
next of kin and the personnel and 
equipment available, and prescribing 
dutie~ of each member of the ceremony, 
the time and place of assembly, uni­
form, route of march, positions that 
each ceremonial element will occupy in 
front of the chapel and at the grave-
side, tmffic control arrangements~ etc. ? ---------------

Yes No 
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d. Have you assured that necessary 
supplies and equipment such as the 
caisson and horses, blank cartridge am­
munition, etc., will be ready at the right 
place and at the ·right time? 

e. Have you provided each member 
of the ceremony with a copy of the de­

. tailed funeral plan? 

f. Have you assured that each mem­
ber of the ceremony thoroughly knows 
his duties and functions? 
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Yes No 

Yes No 

Yes No 

AP.PENDIX II 

DETAILED INDIVIDUAL INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR PERSONNEL TAKING PART IN 

COMPLETE MILITARY FUNERAL 
CEREMONY 

I. PURPOSE. These instructions have been pre­
pared to assist the officer in charge of the military 
funeral in preparing his ceremonial plan, and to 
serve as a guide for personnel detailed to take 
part in the ceremony. Detailed instructions are 
provided for the chaplain, band, escort and firing 
party, color guard, body bearers, honorary pall­
bearers, and members of the family. These in­
structions are based on the complete funeral 
ceremony as described in paragraphs 8 through 
12. If variations in this basic ceremony as de­
scribed in paragraphs 13 through 19 are arranged 
for, appropriate modifications in the procedures 
outlined below must be made. 

2. CHAPLAIN. a. Arrives at the chapel before 
the arrival of the casket and stands in front of 
the entrance to the chapel to one side of the body 
bearers. He remains uncovered throughout the 
entire ceremony except in inclement weather, or 
if religious rites prescribe head cover ing. 

b. ·When the body bearers have .removed the 
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casket from the hearse, he leads the body bearers 
and casket in to the chapel. 

c. He then conducts the chapel service. 
. d. When the chapel service is completed, he 

precedes the casket out of the chapel. 
e. While the casket is being fastened to the 

caisson, he may retire to the vestryroom of the 
.chapel to remove his vestments, if he so desires. 

f. He takes his position preceding the casket 
and following the colors in the funeral proces­
sion. (See fig. 10.) 

g. Upon arrival of the procession at the burial 
lot, he waits until the band, escort, and colors 
have taken their positions at the grave site ; when 
the body bearers lift the casket from the caisson 
he removes his headdress and holds it over his left 
breast; he then precedes the casket to the grave 
site, marching between the two facing ranks of 
honorary pallbearers at the entrance to the burial 
lot. 

h. He then takes his position at the head of th~ 
grave (see fig. 12); when everyone is in position 
he conducts the committal service. At the end of 
the service, he steps two steps backward or to the' 
side to make room for the bugler to sound Taps. 

i. After the funeral service is finished, he re­
mains behind to render any assistance required to 
the family. 

3. BAND.· a. The band; assembles in front of the 
chapel prior to the arrival of the casket and 
stands at ease until the hearse appears. It forms 
facing the chapel to the right of the entrance on 

76 

line with colors, escort, and firing party as shown . 
in figure 2. . 

b. When the hearse appears, the band is 
brought to attention. When the body bearers lift · 
the casket from the hearse and the escort is 
brought to the position of present arms, the drum 
major assumes the position of present baton, and 
the band plays an appropriate air. The band con­
tinues playing until the casket is carried into the 
chapel. 

c. During the chapel service, the. band remains 
in position and stands at ease. 

d. When the body is carried out again at the 
close of the chapel service, the band is brought to 
attention, the drum major assumes the position of 
present arms, and the band plays an appropriate 
air at the moment that the casket appears at the 
entrance to the chapel. It continues to play during 
the time that the casket is carried to the caisson · 

' it stops wheh the casket is secured. 
e. When the procession moves off, the band 

leads the line of march, although the civilian fu­
neral director may precede the band and lead the 
way to the cemetery. 

f. The band plays slow, solemn music at the 
moment that the funeral procession moves off. 
Field music may alternate with the band in play­
ing. If the distance to the cemetery is great, after 
the procession has moved from the general vicin­
ity of the chapel the procession may move in quick 
time at ease, until it reaches the vicinity of the 
grave. The band will not play while the procession 
is marching at quick time. . 

g. When the general vicinity of the grave has 
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been reached, the procession again is marched 
slowly to the grave and the band may resume 
playing. ' 

h. The band takes its place facing the grave 
in line with the escort as indicated in figure 12. 

i. The band plays an appropriate, solemn air 
from the time that the body bearers lift the casket 
from the caisson until it is placed over the grave. 
The drum major assumes the position of present 
baton. When the casket is placed over the grave, 
the band then ceases playing, comes to parade 
rest, and the members bow their heads. 

i· When the escort is brought to attention prior 
to the firing of volleys and the sounding of Taps, 
the band assumes the position of attention at the 
same command. The leader of the band executes 
the hand salute and the drum major comes to the 
position of present baton while volleys are fired 
and. Taps is sounded. 

k. When the services are over, the commander 
of the escort commands the band and escort to 
move off in quick time. At a suitable distance 
from the grave site, the band plays a lively tune 
as the ceremonial detachment returns to the dis­
persal point. 

4. ESCORT AND FIRING PARTY. a. The escort 
assembles in front of the chapel prior to the ar­
rival of the casket and stands at ease until the 
hearse appears. It forms facing .the chapel on line 
with the colors and band as shown in figure 2. 

b. When the hearse appears, the escort is 
brought to attention. When all is in readiness for 
the body bearers to remove the casket from the 
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hearse, the escort is brought to the position of 
present arms. 

c. When the casket is carried into the chapel 
the escort is brought to the order and permitted 
to stand at ease. 

d. When the casket is brought out from the 
chapel at the end of the chapel service, the escort 
is called to attention and then brought to the po­
sition of present arms. The escort remains in this 
position while the casket is being secured to the 
caisson. 

e. When the casket is secured to the caisson, 
the escort is brought to the order. The escort then 
takes its place in the procession behind the band 
and marches to the cemetery. 

f. At the graveside, the escort takes its position 
in line with the band, behind and facing the head 
of the grave as indicated in figure 11. The firing 
party element of the escort is formed in one rank, 
apart from the escort so that it will not fire over 
the heads of the family when they take their place 
beside the grave. The firing party wil execute 1all 
commands with the escort except when specifi­
cally indicated otherwise. 

CJ· At the moment that the body bearers lift the 
casket from the caisson, the escort is brought to 
the position of present arms. They remain in this 
position until the casket is placed over the grave. 

h. When the casket is placed over the grave, the 
escort is called to the order and brought to the po­
sition of parade rest; all members of the escort 
stand in this position with bowed heads until the 
chaplain completes the committal service. 
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i. When the chaplain · has finished the service, 
the escort is then called to attention. 

i· Members of the escort are then given the 
command, 1. ESCORT LESS FIRING PARTY, 2. PRE­

SENT, 3. ARMS and the escort assumes the posi­
tion of present arms. 
. k. The firing party then fires three volleys ,as 

described in paragraph lld. 
I. After firing three volleys, the firing party 

remains in the position of ready until the bugler 
.finishes playing Taps. 

m. After the last note of Taps has been played 
the escort is _brought to the order. At the same 
command the firing party comes to the order from 
the position of ready. The firing party then re­
joins the escort and . the escort moves off behind 
the band. 

n. At the first halt, the rifles of the firing party 
are unloaded and inspected. 

o. When no escort other than the firing party 
is ·appointed, the firing party will perform the 
same functions prescribed for the escort in a 
through i above and their own normal functions 
as prescribed in k through o above. 

5. COLOR GUARD. a. The color guard arrives at 
the chapel and takes its position as indicated in 
figure 2 prior to the arrival of the hearse. 

b. When the hearse appears, the color guard is 
brought to attention and the privates of the color 
gu~rd come to the position of present arms with 
the escort. 

c. When the casket is carried into the chapel, 
the· privates of the color guard come to the order 

so 

and the color guard is permitted to stand at ease. 
d. When the casket is brought out from the 

chapel at the -end of the chapel service, the color 
guard comes to the position of · attention with the 
escort. The privates of the color guard then come 
to the position of present arms with the escort 
and remain in this position until the casket is 
secured to the caisson. 

e. When the casket is secured to the caisson, 
the privates of the color guard come to the order 
with the escort. The color guard takes its position 
behind the escort and marches to the cemetery. 

f. At the graveside, the color guard takes its 
position in line with the band behind and facing 
the head of the grave as indicated in figure 11. 

CJ· At the moment that the body bearers lift the 
casket from the caisson, the privates of the color 
guard come to the position of present arms with 
the escort. They remain in this position m:1til the 
casket is placed over the grave. 

h. When the casket is placed over the grave the 
privates of the color guard come to the order with 
the escort. The color guard then comes to the 
position of parade rest with the escort and stands 
with bowed heads until the chaplain completes 
the committal service. 

i. When the committal service is completed, the 
color guard comes to the position of attention 
with the escort. The privates of the color guard 
then execute present arms with the escort 1and 
hold that position until the escort is brought to 
the order, when they also come to the order. 

i· The color guard then moves off following· the 
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band, as the procession leaves the cemetery in 
quick time. 

6. BODY BEARERS. a. The body bearers assemble 
directly in front of the entrance to the chapel 
before the hearse arrives. 

b. When the escort is brought to the position 
of attention they lift the casket from the hearse 
and, following the chaplain, carry the casket feet 
first into the chapel, passing through the aisle 
formed by the two facing ranks of honorary pall­
bearers. 

c. If after entering the chapel, a church truck 
is available, the casket may be placed on the truck 
and only two body bearers will be required to 
guide the casket to the front of the chancel. 
Otherwise, all body bearers carry the casket feet 
first to the front of the chancel and then take 
their places in the pews behind those occupied by 
the honorary pallbearers at the left front of the 
chapel. (See fig. 5.) 

d. When the chapel service is over, the body 
bearers lift the casket and carry it out of the 
chapel feet first. The body bearers then secure the 
casket to the caisson. , 

e. In the funeral procession, the body bearers 
march in two files immediately behind the caisson. 

f. When the procession reaches the entrance to 
the burial lot, and the band, colors, and escort 
have taken their positions at the grave site, the 
body bearers lift the casket from the caisson and 
carry it to the grave site. 

CJ· At the grave site, the body bearers rest the 
casket on the lowering device and remove the 
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interment flag from the casket, holding it over the 
grave waist high. The flag is held tightly so that 
it does not sag over the casket during the service. 
(See fig. 14 for correct method of holding the flag 
over the grave.) 

h. At the conclusion of Taps, the body bearers 
fold the flag as described in appendi~ IV and 
present it to the cemetery representative or the 
funeral director for transmittal to the next of kin. 
They then fall in behind the escort and march off. 

7. HONORARY PALLBEARERS. a. The honorary 
pallbearers arrive at the chapel before the hearse 
arrives. They take positions in front of the en­
trance to the chapel in two facing ranks, as indi­
cated in figure· 2. 

b. Upon arrival of the hearse and· when the 
body bearers remove the casket from the hearse, 
honorary pallbearers execute the hand salute. 

c . . When the casket is carried between the two 
ranks that they have formed, they come to the 
order, execute the appropriate facing movement, 
fall in behind the casket, and enter the chapel, the 
senior preceding the junior and marching to the 
right. · 

d. In the chapel, they take places in the front 
pews to the left of the chapel as indicated in 
figure 5. 

e. When the chapel service is over, honorary 
pallbearers take positions in front of the chapel 
in two facing ranks, forming 1an aisle through 
which the casket is carried by the body bearers 
preceded by the chaplain. (See fig. 6.) As the 
casket is carried past them, they execute the hand 
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salute. They remain in this position until the cas­
ket is loaded on. the caisson, when they come to 
the order. · 

f. If the funeral procession ride in cars to the 
cemetery, the honorary pallbearers ride in cars 
immediately behind the caisson. If they march, 
they march in two files on either side of the 
caisson, the senior preceding and marching to the 
right. The leading member of each file marches 
opposite the front wheels of the caisson. 

CJ· When the entrance -to the burial lot is 
reached, the honorary pallbearers take positions 
on either side of -the entrance. As the body bear­
ers lift the casket from the caisson, the honorary 
pallbearers execute the hand salute. 

h. When the casket has · been carried past them, 
they come to the order and fall in behind the 
casket, marching to the grave site in correct pre­
cedence of rank, senior to the right and to the 
front. 

i. At the grave site they stand in line behind 
the chaplain at the head of the grave; the senior 
stands to the right and the junior to the left. (See 
fig. 12.) They execute the hand salute during the 
firing of volleys, the sounding of Taps, and the 
~owering of the casket into the grave. 

i· After the ceremony is over they march off 
in two files behind the colors. 

8. FAM,LY. a. The family ·arrives at the chapel 
?efore the casket i~ received and is seated in pews 
m right front of the chapel. (See fig. 2.) 

b. When chapel service is over, family mem­
bers follow the casket down the aisle until they 
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reach the vestibule of the chapel, where they wait 
until the casket is carried outside and secured to 
the caisson. 

c. When the procession is ready to form, mem­
bers of the family take their places in the proces­
sion immediately behind the body bearers. (See 
fig. 10.) 

d. When the procession arrives at the grave­
side, the members· of the family wait until the 
band, escort, and colors have taken their positions 
at the grave, and the casket is carried between the 
double rows of honorary pallbearers. 

e. The members of the family take their posi­
tions at the side of the grave opposite earth 
mound side for the funeral service. (See fig. 12.) 

f. When the graveside ceremony is finished, a 
member of the family receives the interment flag 
from the cemetery representative, the officer in 
charge of the funeral, or the individual military 
escort. . 

CJ· The family then leaves the cemetery. 
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APPENDIX Ill 

ESCORTS, SALUTES, AND HONORS 

I. ESCORTS. a. Escorts in the strengths indicated 
below have been prescribed for the following Gov­
ernment officials and for military personnel in the 
grades specified : 

(1) President of the United States, ex-Presi­
dent, Vice-President; Secretary of War, Under 
Secretary of War, or Assistant Secretary of 
War; General of the Armies, Chief of Staff or 
former Chief of Staff, and General of the Army: 
As prescribed by the Secretary or Acting Secre­
tary of War. 

(2) General officer: An appropriate command 
equivalent to a reinforced regiment. 

(3) Colonel: An appropriate command equiv­
alent to a regiment. 

( 4) Lieutenant colonel or major: An appropri­
ate command equivalent to a battalion. 

( 5) Captain: An appropriate command equiv­
alent to a company. 

(6) Lieutenant or warrant officer: An appro­
priate command equivalent to a platoon. 

( 7) Aviation cadet or noncommissioned officer 
of one of the first three grades : Two squads, with 
one noncommissioned officer in command and one 
bugler. 
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(8) Sergeant: One squad with one noncommis­
sioned officer in command and one burgler. 

(9) Corporal or private: Eight men, with one 
noncommissioned officer in command, and one 
bugler. 

b. When the national color or standard is car­
ried by a funeral escort consisting of a company, 
the strength prescribed above will be increased 
by one sergeant and two privates, as color guard; 
if less than !a company, by one corporal and two 
privates. 

c. Commanders of funeral escorts for the Gov­
ernment officials and military personnel indicated 
below will be selected as follows : 

(1) President, ex-President, or Vice Presi­
dent: As directed by the Secretary of War. 

( 2) Secretaray of War: As · directed by the 
Acting Secretary of War. 

( 3) Assistant Secretary of War: As directed 
by the Secretary of War. 

( 4) General of the Armies, Chief of Staff, for­
mer Chief of Staff, or General of the Army: As 
directed by the Secretary of War. 

( 5) Officers: An officer of the same grade. (If 
none such be present, as direct~d by the com­
manding officer.) 

(6) Warrant officers: Lieutenant or higher. 
(7) Aviation cadets: Master sergeants. 
( 8) Noncommissioned officer of the first three 

grades : A noncommissioned officer of equal or 
higher grade. 

(9) Sergeants, corporals, and privates: A 
sergeant. 

d. The composition and commander of the es-
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cort for a United States Military Academy cadet 
will be as prescribed by the Superintendent of the 
United States Military Academy when death or 
funeral service occurs at West Point. When death 
or funeral service occurs at other places, the com­
position of the escort and its commander will be 
the same as that prescribed for a lieutenant. 

e. Except for those persons listed in a ( 1) 
above, no funeral escort will be ordered for mili­
tary personnel until 6 months after the term!na­
tion of the present war, unless otherwise directed 
by the War Department. 

2. PERSONAL SALUTES AND HONORS. The Gov­
ernment officials and Army officers indicated be­
low are entitled to salute guns, ruffles, and flour­
ishes, and music indicated: 
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a. President of the United States: 
(1) Salute guns: 21. 
(2) Ruffles and flourishes: 4. 
( 3) Music : National Anthem. 

b. Ex-Preside.nt of the United States: 
(1) Salute guns: 21. 
(2) Ruffles and flourishes: 4. 
( 3) Music : March. 

c. Vice Presid.ent: 
(1) Salute guns: 19. . 
( 2) Ruffles and flourishes : 4. 
( 3) Music:, March. 

d. Secretary of War : 
(1) Salute guns: 19. 
(2) Ruffles and flourishes: 4. 
( 3) Music : March. 

e. Assistant Secretary of War: 

( 1) Salute guns: 17. 
(2) Ruffles and flourishes: 4. 
( 3) Music : March. 

f . Chief of Staff, former Chief of Staff, Gen-
eral of the Army, general: 

(1) Salute guns: 17. 
(2) Ruffles and flourishes: 4. 
(3) Music: General's March. 

9. Lieutenant general: 
(1) Salute guns: 15. 
(2) Ruffles and flourishes: . 3. 
(3) Music: General's M~rch. 

h. Maj or general : 
(1) Salute guns: 13. 
( 2) R uffies and flourishes : 2. 
(3) Music: General's March. 

i. Brigadier general : 
(1) Salute guns: 11. 
(2) Ruffles and flourishes: 1. 
(3) Music: General's March. 
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APPENDIX IV 

CORRECT METHOD OF FOLDING 

UNITED STATES FLAG 

I. During the military funeral ceremony the flag 
"' is folded immediately after the sounding of Taps. 

(See par. ll.) · 

2. The body bearers, who are holding the flag 
waist high over the grave (see A, fig. 16), fold the 
lower striped section of the flag over the blue 
field. (See B, fig. 16.) 

3. The folded edge (the edge nearest the reader 
in B, fig. 16) is then folded over to meet the open 
edge. (See C, fig. 16.) 

4. A triangular fold is then started by bringing 
the striped GOrner of the folded edge to .the open 
edge. (See D, fig. 16.) 

5. The outer point is then ' turned inward parallel 
with the open edge to form a second triangle. 
(See E, fig. 16.) 

6. The triangular folding is continued until the 
entire length of the flag is folded in this manner. 
(See F, fig. 16.) 
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7. When the flag is completely folded, only the 
blue field should be visible and it should be folded 
in the triangular shape of a cocked hat. (See G, 
fig. 16.) 
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Figure 16. Correct method of folding the United States 
Flag . . 
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J DOMESTIC SERVICE \. 

Check the class of service desired ; 
otherwise this message will be 

sent as a full rate telegram 
\ 

FULL RATE SER IAL TELEGRAM 

DAY NIGHT 
LETTER LETTER 

NO. WDS.-CL. OF SVC. PD. OR COLL 

WESTERN 
UNION 

JOSEPH L.. EGAN, PRES I DEN T 

CASH NO. CHARGE TO TH E ACCOUNT OF 

.1206 

Send thefollowing message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

Dr. Hector .P. Gareia 
Corpus, Christi, !~s 

. / 

Washington, D• C. 
'~ 25~ 1949 

~ INTERNATIONAL SERVICE\.. 
' \ . . 
Check the class of service desired; 

otherwise this message will be 
sent at the full rate 

FULL 
DEFERRED RATE 

CODE NIGHT 
LETTER 

TIME FI LED 

Long0ria reiaain• now 1n hands or Arar Quartermaster .Depot lew York City'. I t is 
cutrentl y plann~ to bring· body io Arll.ngt,on Ctaet,eey around F,-ebruaey 7th and· to 
hold f uneral at .some date subaequent thereto agreeable to tWJ.7~ Suggest you 
hilve f .Uy notif)' me dat-e services preferred. · 

Of !icial Business 
Day Letter 
~p 

l.1ndon B. Johnson, USS 
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ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COMPANY ARE _SUBJECT TO T HE F'OLLOWING TERMS : 

To guard against mistakes or tlelays, the send.er of a message should order· it repeated that is, telegraphed back to the originating office for comparison. F or this, one-half the> 
unrepeated message rate is charged In addition. Unless otherWise indicated on its face, this is an unrepeated message and paid for as such, in consideration whereof it ls agreed between 
the sender of the message and this Company as follows: -

1. The Company shall not be liable for mistakes or delays in the transmissio:ri or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any message.received for transmJssion at the unrepeated-message 
r ate beyond the sum of five hundred dollars; nor for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any message rereived for transmission at the repeated­
message rate beyond the sum of five thousand dollars, unless specially valued; nor in any case for delays arising from unavoidable interruption in the working of its lines. 

2. In any event tbe Company shall not be liable for damages for m1stakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for the non-delivery, of any message, whether caused bY 
the negligence of its servants_or otherwise, beyond the actual loss, not exceeding in any event the sum of five thousand dollars, at which amount the sender of eaoh message represents that 

!~~e~cFt:t~ igai£'i~ ~~1i~d1\r~~:r~1~;i~°e~u~Wg~~~-t'i~~~Ucfn~h~~e~:t ~n~~o!~~~~i t:~~~c1i ~~~~i~l~;£i~~e~~~1io:x~~~rasgi~~si~~u~~~dug~~T!r~~e repeated-message _rate is paid or 

3. The Company ls hereby made the agent of the sender, without liability, to forward this message over the lines of any other company when necessary to reach its destination. 

4. Except as otherwise indicated in connection with t-he listing of individual place.'! in the filed tariffs of the Company, the amount paid for the transmission of a domestic telegram 
or an incoming cable or radio message covers its delivery within the following limits: In cities or towns of 5,000 or more iOhabitants where the Company has an office which, as shown by the 

~~~e t=tit~~~; ~~:e~: s~~~~t iJ1«tiiaet~e~hi~~M~ ~~et~~esg~i~~;~m~~~1~~~g~nle·r~~~hl~ ~~Wo~d!:~ rii::U~~~~~ ~~~~~~Pi~'!mg~c;o~i~:y~~~t~~h~nzriltf~~f ~1!~~~:::plfi~rilc~~ 
In cities or towns of less than 5,000 inhabitants. in which an office of the Company is located, within one-half mile of the telegraph office. Beyond the limits above specified the Company 
does not undertake to make delivery, but will endeavor to arrange for delivery as the agent oft.he sender, with the understanding that the sender authorizes the collection of any additional 
charge from the addressee and agrees to pay such additional charge if i t is not collected from the addressee. There will be no additional charge for deliveries made by telephone within 
the corporate limits of any city or town in whil)h an pffice of the Company is located. . _ 

5. No responsibility attaches to this Company concerning messages until the same are accepted at one of its transmitting offices; and if a message is sent to s·uch omce by one of 
t he Company's messengers, he acts for that purpose as the agent of ..!_he sender. · 

6. The Company will not be liable for damages or stat,utory penalties in the case of any message except an intrastate message.In Texas where the claim is not presented In writing · 
to the Company within sixty days after the message is filed with the Company for transmission, and in the case of an intrastate message in Texas the Company will not be liable for damages 
or statutory penalties where the claim is not presented in writing to the Company within ninety-five cfays after the cause of action, if any, shallhave accrued; provided, however, that neither 
of these condi~ions shall aptJlY to claims for damages or overcharges within the purview of Section 415 of the ConiJnunications Act of 1934. , , 

7. It is agreed that in any action by the Company to recover the tolls for any message or messages the prompt and correct transmission and delivery thereof shall be presumed, 
subject to rebuttal by competent evidence. · __ . _ - -

8. Special terms governing the transmis~ion of messages according to their classes, as enumerated below, ehall apply to messages in each of such respective classes in addition 
to all the foregoing terms. , 

9. No employee of the €ompany is authorized t o vary the foregoing. 

CLASSES OF SERVICE 

DOMESTIC SERVICES 

FULL RATE TELEGRAMS 
A full rate expedited service, 

DAY LETTERS 
A deferred service at lower than the full rate 

S ERIALS 
Messages sent in sections during the same day. 

NIGHT LETTERS 

.A,ccepted up to 2 A.M. for delivery not earlier than the following morning at rates 
sui>$tantlally lower than the full rate telegram or day letter rates. 

CABLE SERV ICES 

F U LL RATE CABLES 
The standard .fast service at foll rates. :'.\lay be written in any language that can be 

expressed in Roman letters or in cipher, 

.... ~ (CDE) 
A fast message serYice consisting of words !ormed without condition or restrictione 

counted at 5 characters per word. Il!inimum cha;ge or 5 words applies. 

DEF"ERREDS ~ 
Plain language messages, subject to being deferred in favor o! full rate and CDE 

messages. 

N IG HT LETTERS ( NL T) 
Overnight plain-lang;;g;;essages. ~Iliiimum charge of 25 words applies. . . 
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Ch I th t if arge o e accoun o $ 
~ CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED \. 

WESTERN DOMESTIC CABLE 1211 CHECK 

TELEGRAM OPQINARY 

DAY U~,GE~TE LErn::R ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

SERIAL DEFERRED 

UNI ON NIGHT NIGHT 
LETTER LETTER 

Patrons should check class of ~ce 
deoired; otherwise the me.age will be 

, .JOSEPH L . EGAN transmitted aa a telegram-... 
ordinary cablegram. PRESIDENT 

Send the following telegram; aubject to the terma on b~clr. hereof, which are hereby agreed to 
. 

MAYOR J . K •. !~O!~TGOMERY 
TIIR8~ RIVERS 
TEXAS 

.7ASIIDIGTON · D C 
JA!WAHY 29• 1949 

TIME FILED 

~KY OWLY COl!W:?.CTIOU .. ITH tmmoRIA MATTER HAS DEKT ' TO nTFORM COMSTITUElTTS 
THAT TTb HAD PR!VIL"!rlE OF REBURIAL OF SOLDIER' S .BODY m AUY !JIILITARY . 
CRMETERY, n ctunnm FORT SAr1t IIOUSTOM •T.t.; ARLI UGTON . EVEU THI S ACTION 
OU .. PART I AS BROUGHT ;;'fE tniJUSTIFIED CPJ:TICIS .f FROrJI MAEY OF YOUR 
CITi u I TS . I IIAV'~ !OT A!ID DO JOT DlT~~1D TO TIJPORtt Arri PART. ~l's ni 
c ommCTIOU . '"TITH THI S ttATTER, Alm !:TY PA 1TIC.I Pfi.TIOU VAS LitiITED TO 
DOING MY M!I."I AS I SAW IT TO TllI3 COlTSTITUEttT AS I ,,,,OULD TO AllY ' 
cm1sTITUJlfT . I DO DOT Tfinm: ' IT wo· D ff-· :PHOP--!.R F'Oil m~ TO As:'TF.:P..I:Pl' 
TO r~FLU7.TCE THE J.i' i\. ,t[Ly, AUD A!11Y .ARRAlIG_.J~.;..., TTS THEY "'"'ORK OUT "!J ILL, 
AS I IIAV ~ EXPLAn!ED r AlrY TII!13S , OF COURSE DE yt.!,RY S"ATISFACTORY TO 
fliE . 

OFFICIAL nusnTEss 
GOVi!iRU:[Elff RAT. f' 

~ LOUGRl\M PA.ID 

dj 
tonr-m-._o. cao• 

tYtYD011 I3 . JOinlSOU • USS 
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, ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COMPANY ARE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS: 
I• 

To guard agalnllt mlstakea or delaya, .tho sender of a message should order it repeated1 _ t.hat· ls, telegraphed back to the originating oftlce for comparison. For t;i:!,.9, one-half the 
unrepeatf<d meaaage rate ls ctiarged In addition; Unleea otherwise Indicated on Its face, this 1a an unrepeated message and paid for as such, In consideration whereof It rs a111~ between 
the sender of the message and tnls Company as follows: ; 

1. The Company shall not be liable for mistakes or delays In the transmission or delivery or for non-delivery ,,of any message received for transmlBBlon at the unrci>cated-meBSage 
raie beyond the sum of five hundred dollars: nor for mistake.a or delays In the t.ransmlsslon or dehvery, or for non-dellveryi of any message re<'elved for transmission at the repeated· 
message rate beyond the sum of tlve thousand dollars, unlesa specially valued; nor In any case tor delays arl.slng from unavo dable Interruption In the work.Ing of lts!lnes. 

2. In any event the Company shall not be liable for damaires for mistakes or delays In the transmission or dellvery, nr for the non-delivery, of any message, whether caused by 
the negligence of Its servants or otherwise, beLond the actual loss, not exceeding In an~· event the sum of five thousand dollai;s, at which amount the sender or ear.h mesRage re;present11 that 
=:i~ ~£~<i ~~l:f<tftf~:!itei~~~ee<fu~i\&i~~':rt":~~~~lcin~h~e~~~f ~r~h'ii°~~:~ ~;i:.::h °i!=~~l~~l~~e~~~1to:x~~sgi~:S~~u:'.~dug~TI8~e repeatro-message rate ls paid or 

3. The Company la hefeby made the agent of the sender, without liablllty, to forward this message over the lines of any other company when neressary to reach its destination. 
'· Except as otherwise Indicated In· connection with the listing of Individual Elaces In the filed tariffs of the ComJiany, the amount paid for the transmission of" domestic telegram 

~r.:an :~~~gtg:b~:;:g~~ ~~~~~~~::3 \~~~~~egew1~:~;h:r f~1:~'r:g:J1:~~an~ .c~l~t::' :~:~1Y!.s50~0~n<;" ~~~e :na1~~~ag::~~e~~t~e o~~~f~':r'm~S:n~~ rrr1:1~1':sh~~hi~::~n.8M~~ 
~0::U:1:~u,a:n~ ~N::S· t~a~hgj;&b1~~~g1ri!~ tr~1~t~1 t:~ ~~:P~fiiii'teo~~f~~~~ r;~:l:.1~irr~r~~h~~0~1~ ~~et~~e~~~g~~~~~Ni~:~ c~~~~~yi:eW::1~t~°at~J~es':f~?i:if1i~~:~m~e; 
does not undertake to ml\ke delivery, but will endeavor to arrange for delivery as the :Jent tit t.he St"nder, with the understanding that the sender authorizes the collection of any addltPonal 
~~ri~1:t!~fi:t~~~e:ya~liya~~~;g r:~tyg: :g~tYg~~\ct1:i'~o~i~~:1~t1gg~l:J. from the addressee. There will be no additional charge for deliveries made by telephone within 

6. No responslblllty attaches to this Company conr.emlng messages until the same are accepted at one of Its transmitting oftlces; apd If a message Is sent to such-0mce by one of 
the Compil.ny's messengers, he acts tor that purpose as the agent of the sender. 

6. The Company Wtll not be ltable for damages or statutory 1>enaltles In the case of any message except an Intrastate message hi Texas where the claim Is not presented In writing 
to t.he Company within sixty days after the message ls filed with the Co~any for transmission, and In the cnse of an lntra11tate message In Texas the Company wUl not be liable for damages 
~I ~_:~'KJ:l~~~Ji~~1;11:0c~f~ fo~tcfa:~rl~v-:~~~~ ~twc:~1iPeag~~f!~l~fn~~f~~'4~aa:,s ~!eb~~r:i~fc~~~:1~cl~~n{9'C8u have accrued; provided, however, that neither 

7. It Is agreed that In any action by the Company to recover the tolls for any message or messages the prompt and correct transmission and delivery thereof shall be presumed, 
aubJect to rebuttal by competent evidence. . 

8. Special terms aovernlng the transmls81on of messages according to their classes, as enumerated below, shall apply to messages In each of such respective classes In .addition 
tio all the ~oregolng terms. · 

9. No emplo7ee of the company 18 authorized to vary the foregoing. 

1CM2 

CLASSES OF SERVICE 

DOMESTIC SERVICES 

TELEGRAMS 
A full-rate upedited eervtee. 

DAY LETTERS 
A deferred service at lower than the standard telegram rates. 

SERIALS 
Messages sent In aeotlona during the same day. 

NIGH:r' LETTERS 

8'1:J:\\;1Po:er2~t1J,o~&:P'~~ti;'rct~ ~~~ng morning at rates 

CABLE SERVICES 

ORDINARIES 
The standard service, at tun rates. Code messages, con11lstlng of 6-letter groups only, 

at a lower rate. 

DEFER REDS 
Plain-language messages, subject to being deterred In favor of full-rate meil&ages. 

NIGHT LETTERS 
Overnight plain-language mlllSales. 

URGENTS 
Messages taking precedence over all other meesacee except government messages. 
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Cl.Ass OP SO.Vic& 

Thia .. a full"'l'llte 
Telqram or Cable­
anm u~•· it• de­
ferred ~aanc:ter Is In­
dicated by a auitable 
eymbol above or pre­
cedlns che addteU. .JOSE~H L. EGAN 

,,/ 
SYMBOLS ' 

DL•Day taa.r 

NL•Nllhc taa.r 

I.C•DnnNclCMa. 

NLT•C.W. Nlmht 1-

Ship bllapam 

ThejlJlu time..ahown in the dat.eline Oil teleaama and du ~BTANDARD TIME_at ooint of oridD.. Time of receipt .. STANDARD TIME at point of dmtfnatioq_ 

WA394 LONG DL PD=THREER IVERS TEX 28 205P= -" t>t.\ 6 Q8 
\949 JAN 2R 

~HON LYNDON B JOHNSON= 
~ US SENATE= 

· I HAVE JUST I NTERV IEWED T W KENNEDY OWNER OF KENNEDY FUNERAL 
HOME AND HE OFFERS USE OF HIS ENT IRE SERV ICE FOR FUNERAL OF 
FEL IX LONGOR IA IF BEATR ICE LONGORIA WISHES IT STOP I HAVE 

ALSO JUST INTERV IEWED HAROLD C SM ITH POST COMMANDER AMER ICAN 
LEG ION POST FOUR ONE THREE AND ~E PROM ISES THAT HIS HONOR 
SQUAD WILL GIVE THE USUAL HONORS DUE A RETURNED VETERAN 
STOP THE CITIZENS OF THREE R l ~ERS REGRET MISUNDERSTAND INGS 

AND RESPECTFULLY REQUEST THAT YOU USE YOUR INFLUENCE TO BR ING 
THE BODY DIRECT TO THREE RIVERS HIS HOME TOWN FOR REBUR IAL= 

~ J K MONTGOMERY MAYOR= 

THIS COMPANY WU.L APPRlllCIATID StJOOJ:STIONB FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SJDBVIC. 
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?'\ 1V"J ,v~r· 
r~· 

2801. Lamar Drive J 
Corpus Christi , Texas., (p ~A\~-

Janaury 31, 1949. V Y\ 

~ 
The Hon . Lyndon B. Johnson 
The Senate ·of the United ~tates 
Washington,D. c . 

Dear Senator Johnson , 

~ f £8 1 A. M. 

We wish to thank you again for all of your kindness 

and for your generous help in our sorrow .We regret having 

caused you any trouble but please believe us when we SfW 

that in our opinion you are one of the Greatest Americans 

living. 

According to instructions given us by Dr. Garcia , we 

the widow Mrs . Beatrice ~ongoria, the father and mother 

and brothers of Felix Longoria wish you toarrange for the 

funeral to be held on February the 8th. If not possible on 

the 8th •. , then on the 9th , or 10th . We are ready and thanks 

to contributions from our friends we plan to make the trip 

by airplane •. 

We would also like to know how we c an erra nge to 

( have the remains of Felix Longoria to be taken to the Chapel A) at Ft. )fyers previous to the internnment at the Natl. C.emetery . 

'tfi ~-That is, we would like if possible to have aCatholie Service 

A~ at that chapel prior to the beody being taken to the cemetery. 

·~ Mrs . Beatrice longoria and her daughter Melita (Felix's 

daughter)' , Mrs . Dolores Longoria mther. three brothers Duadalupe 

Jr •. , Arturo ,. and Alberto; and one sister Carolina will make the 

trip . Mr . Guadalupe Longoria Sr . has a very weak heart and 
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--
will not be able to attend . ~wever , Mrs . Beatrice Longoria , 
M r . Guadalupe Longori a Sr . and Mrs Dolores longoria wish 

to ask you to please be sure and attend the funeral. . The 

whole family would like to thank you in person for your 

kindness and feel that without you thins would not be the 

same . So please accept our invitation SenGtor Johnson and 

let us show you our appre4tation. 

It is planned that the family w 111 arrive there one 

day previous to the ceremony .Would you please help us make 

reservations at any of the Washington Hotels . We would 

like to return the same day if possible and if not the 

following day . 

Any other instructions or help will be greatly 

appreciated by us . Thank you again , 

-&:L.a:~~-4.~~(4.J.~~~~~ Mr . Guadalupe longoria Jr . 

_. • Arturo Longoria 

~~~~V,r.Alberto Longoria 

~~~;JJ.~~~~~j~~~~~~-~~~-'cVC~~~~~~· 4 Adelita Longoria 
I/. 
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The Hon . Lyndon B~ Johnson , 
The Senate ·of the United States, 
Washington , D.C., 

llear Senator Johnson , 

2801 Lamar Drive , 
Corpus Chr 1st i , Texas 
January 31 , 1·949 . 

We wish to thank you again for all of your kindness 

and for your generous help in our sorrow . We regret hav­

ing caused you any trouble but please believe us when we 

say that in our . opinion you are one of the Greatest Ameri­

cans living. 

According to instructions given us by Dr . Garcia . we , . 
the widow Mrs .Beatrice Longori~ the father and mother 

and brothers of Felix Longoria wish you to arrange for 

the funera1- to be held on February the 8th. If not possible 

on the 8th . then on the 9th or 10th •. We cae ready and thanks 

to cr:ntribu tions from our fr i ends we plan to make the trip 

by airplane •. 

We would aJ..s·o like to know how we can arrange to 

have the remains of Felix Longoria to be taken to the 

Chapel at Ft . ~ers previous to the internnment at the Natl •. 

Cemetery. That is we would like if possible to have a 

Catholic Ser¥1ce at that chapel. prior to the body being taken 

to the cemetery •. 

Mra Beatrice Longoria and her daughter Adelita (Felix ' s 

daughte~ , Mrs Dolores -ongoria mother , three brothers Guadalu~e 
. ~ 

Jr , Arturo, and Alberto ;, and one sister Carolina willma.he 

the trip. Mr . Guadalupe Longoria Sr •. has a very weak heart 

[3 of 6]
 



2 

and will not be able to attend . However , Mrs . Beatrice 

Longoria , Mr . Guadalupe Longoria Sr . and Mrs . Dolores 

Longoria wish to ask you to please be sure and attend the 

f'uneral . The whole family would like to thank you in 

person for your kindness and reel that without you things 

would not be the same . So please accept our invitation 

Senator Johnson and let us show you our appreciation. 

It is planned that the family will ar.rive there 

one day previous to the ceremony •. Would you please help 

us make reservations at any of the Weshington Hotels . 

We would like to return thE same day if possible end if 

not the following day. 

Any other istruct:tons or help will be greatly 

appr~ciated by us . Thank you again . 

Ad.elita Longoria • 
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2801 Le•• J>ri•• • 
r...A11-....a Chr1at1 , ! XU 
Juau 17 1, 1s•e. 

ftl• Bon. lf';nAon I . Johnaoa, · 
th• 8 nat• ot the Vatted It t e1 • 
-Walb1Dgton, 1>.c. , · 

Jobmon, 

to thank 70ll ap1A I all ot TOW k~ndn•N 

v generous h 

-1nl ~oa 8D7 troabl• 1-1\ pl .. • ' bel1ne u1 When •• 

aq tha't1 .1n our opinl 1011 are one of the Orea tea\ aer1• 

C&nl l1Y1nl• 

olting '° 1natw0Uon1 11-..n u "1 1>r. I 1a we , . 
Jbt1 Beetr.te• J.onaoz-1 th• ta\bu encl Jll)the 

th r1 ot reuz lonaor1a •11h r.. to •an&• to,,. 

the ftm•ral 'o be h•l4 on F• r1 the It.la. U DOt poaa1'1• 
I 

on t~e ltb. then on th• ltb or 10 • We • r•.0.1' ant thanks 
I 

io atiu1bu t1on1 boa our tr1en41 we .Plan \o • th• \rip 
·1 

bl' firplana . 
' ' ~ 

I •• would ll.10 like to know bOw • an a..ri-ana• \o 

haj the r ot 1elu Lona ta to be \o the 

C~ap l at rt . .,... Tloua '° tb• 1ntermm \ at tl• tl •. 

C~m•te • !'hat 1• •• woul.4 1 it 1~1• to •• a 
I 

. ¢•th 1c ice at that eha l p.r 
t 

I 
/to the oem• tert . 
4 

I 
·
1 4aua111• , Jira Dolor•• •onlft'\r1a ... \. -- 11

----

" ·- I • 

4aughter Melita hl1z•1 

• broth i-1 4)u 

Jr, J.r o. and. ilbeno1. an4 r#· .,\11ater c 

the 1p • • • 0\1 
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> , 

I 

an1 ... nu no' be &bl• to "' wna, Ira . Beav1c 

i.e . or1a, Ir. Guld.elupe ,.. ... 1, SJ'. &n4 lira. Dolorea 
<1.' ·, 

Lo121oria •1ah ·to Uk rou to be 1ure an4 attend. the 

tuneral. 1'be whole t••'l7 wo11 

puaon tor yov k1n4ne11 and 

wcul4 not 'be .the sam•. lo »l ,. 

·, t \ t wi thou't 7ou tb1n&• 
'\ 

..e• ·~ t our inti 'M tlen 

Senator Johnson an4 let ua a 1 preciat1on. 
I 

'~ ~ 

~t 1a Jlanne4 that thf , , ~1ve th~• 
it 

one dq . preY1cna1 to the • \W0\114 J'CN Ji ease hetl.p 
\ . '- ' 

· ua make reaen t1ona •' 8D1 of \he WaahinP;on tels. · 
I• ,, ' 

We would like to return 1 a W U poN1 l~ 1f 
\ . 

net th• toll.ow' .., dq. 11,.; J . ; ·I 

. Ant other \ 11tn&o.'lon1 or help 11Ul be '1P, tlt 
,. ' . ' 

I 1' 

·'t"Tba.nk ,.. ... , a.1rl. ,: ,... ~' 
i \ 
I 

l 

Ira. h•U.~.c• J.on&oi-1& 
I I\ 

... .1:/¥--1- llr. Gua4al~p ionaoria. Bit . 
'I l ...._...___......_... .......... _.....o..i~w'-1,""""',· --..i ........ ---~-Jira. J>olo,. naor1a 

I \ 4 ~ 
1 

11r Gu u;p i.onaorta Jr. 

_.§ .-
1 

• • Arturo ........ _..... ____ -''' ~ ...... ............... -.r.-------·- --•~.I!:!>'""~ 

\ ________ __....___ 11r. Alben .Longoria 

IM1•11 ta to . Ji.a • 
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D.r . l ctor r. or.re 
~CE4 or 'm 1. nu 
Co.rpuo Chr1atl, 1 ci 

D er Doc tora 

ndiroG 7our l r '11111 copy
ot ~ 1 tt to OUl" oft1c in AUSt1n 

ttcr recoi<i . 

p rGonnl 

Sim: ~. 

n. • Cmit.l 



1, J DOMESTIC SERVICE \. J INTERNATIONAL SERVICE\.. 

Check the class of service desired; 
otherwise this message will be 

1206 Che9k the class of service desired; 
otherwise this message will be 

sent as a full rate telegram sent at the full rate 

FULL RATE ' 
SER IAL TELEGR~M L~~ 

~~ ~ 

FULL DEFERRED RATE 
/, " ~· 

DAY 
"'' 

·~JG.HT 
LETTER. ~ LETTER 

CODE NIG HT 
LETTER J OSEPH L . EGAN , PRESIDENT 

NO. WDS.·CL. OF SVC. PD. OR COLL. CASH NO. CH AR GE :rO TH E ACCOU NT OF TIME FILED 

GOVERIHIWT 

~7:":'."~~------~""";"':'"""7".'"-:-:-"~_._-:--:--=-- --~~~:--:----~-----------------------------L.----------..;._--.....:J Bend the following message, subject to the t~rms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

Washington, D. c. 
Pebruary 1, 1949 

2:30 P• • • 
Dr. Hector P. Garcia 
Corjala Cbriati, Texas 

. . ., 
Betel·. Du~ to transportation de47, Longoria ' • r-a1ne will not reach 
~hington until February 15th. · Departaent or the Am;r . suggests aervicea tor 
2:00 P• • · •e<1nesda7, February 16th, or a subsequent. date or tamlly' s choi.Oe. 
Have so notified Longoria taail.7 requesting to know their ld.shes . 

orricial Business 
Day Letter 
wJJP 

..,. Langor.la. .ua 

This is a fult--rate 
elegram or Cable­

gram unless its de­
ferred character is in­
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre­
ceding the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

.JOSEPH L . EGAN 
PRES I CEN T 

1201 · SYMBOLS 

DL =Day Le.tter-

NL=Night Letter 

LC'"' Deferred Cable 

NLT=Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiocr•JU 

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. T ime of receipt ts STANDARD TIME at point of destination 

DA072 
------

D ·CZA211 NL PD~toR?US C~RtSTt TEX 30= ~ I \ 

3EN J ... YNDON JOHNSON= 
'· - ~-------'-----. 

JAf' 3 l 

US SENAT E WASHDC= 

By ALL LON GORIA FAMILY ASKI NG 
SEND·t NG A f R MA IL LETTER SIGNED ~ 
FOR ARLINGTON FUN ER AL FEB RUARY 8 HAVE NOT HEARD FROM 
SUTH ERLAND OR SMITH BELI EVE TOO LAT E FOR ANY CHANG FA MILY 

. - --- ---
JISH ES ARLINGTON BURIAL THA NK YOU ~ 

~H ECTOR P GARCIA MD= 

8= · ·--
THE COMP ANY W ILL APPRECI ATE SUGGESTIONS FROM .ITS P ATRON S CONCER N ING ITS SERVICE 

--------
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ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY TH IS COMPANY ARE SU,BJECT TO TH~E FOLLOWING TERMS: 

To guard againi'lt mistakes or delays, the sender of a message should order it repeated, that is, telegraphed back to the originati g office for comparison. For this, one-half the~ 
unrepeated message rate is charr,-ed in addition. Unless otherwise indicated on its face, this is an unrepeated message and paid for as such, in consideration whereof it is agreed between 
the sender of the message and this Company as follows: . 

1. The Company shall not be liable for mistakes or d elays in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any message received for transmissioJ at the unrepeated-message 
rate beyond the sum of five hundred dollars; nor for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any message received for transmission at the repeated< 
message rate beyond the sum of five thousand dollars, unless specially valued; nor in any case for delays arising from unavoidable interruption in the working of its lines. 

2. In any event the Company shall not be liable fo r d amages for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for the non-delivery, of any message, whether caused BY 
the negligence of its servants or otherwise, beyond the actual loss, not exceeding in any event the sum of five thousand dollars, at which amount the sender of each message represents that 
the message is v:i ued. unless a greater value is stated in writing by the sender thereof at the time the message is tendered for transmission,-,and unless the repeated-message rate is paid ef 
a greed to be paid, and an additional charge equal to one-tenth of one per cent ot the amount by which such valuation shall exceed five thousand dollars. 

3. The Company is hereby made the agent of the sender, without liability, to forward this message over the lines of any_ other company when necess~ry to reach its destination. 

4. Except as otherwise indicated in connection with the listing of individual places in the filed tariffs of the Company, the amount paid for the transmission of n. -domestic telegram 
or an incoming-cable or radio message covers i ts delivery within the following limits: In cities or towns of 5,000 or more inhabitants where tl1e Company has an office which, as shown by the 
filed tariffs of· the Company, is not operated through the agency of a railroad company, within t\V-O m'Ies of any open main or branch office of the Company; in cities or towns of 5,000 or 
more inhabitants where, as shown by the filed tariffs of the.Company, the telegraph service is perfo med through the agency or a railroad company, w'tbin ime mile of the telegraph office; 
In cities or towns of less than 5,000 inhabitants in whi ch an office of the Company is located, within one-half mile of the telegraph office. Beyond the limits above specified the Company 
does not undertake to make delivery, but will endeavor to arrange for delivery as the agent oft.he sender, with the understanding that the sender authorizes the collection of any additional 
charge from the addressee and agrees to pay such,.additional charge if it is not collected from the addressee. There will be no additional charge for deliveries made by telephon'e within 
the corporate limits of any city or t own in which an office of the Company is located. . • 

5. No responsibility attaches to this Company conce/ning messages until-the same are accept~d at one of its transmitting offices; and if a message_ is sent to such office by one of 
the Company's messengers, he acts for that purpose as th e agent o! the sender. . 

6. T he Company will not be liable for damages or statutory penalties in the case of any message except an intrastate message in Texas where the claim is not presented in writing 
to the Company within sixty days after the message is fi led with the Company for transmission, and in the case of an intrastate message in Texas ~he Company will not be liable for damages 
or statutory penalties where the claim is not presented in writing to the Company within ninety-five days after the cause of action, if any, shall have accrued; provided, however, that nelthel' 
of these conditions shall apply to claims for damages or overcharges within the purview of Section 415 of the Communication .. s Act of 1934. 

7. It is agreed that in any action by the Company to recover the tolls for any message or messages the prompt and correct transmission and delivery thereof shall be presumed, 
subject to rebuttal by competent evidence. · . • _ ' 

s. Special terms governing the transmission o! messages according to their classes; as enumerated below, ehall apply to messages in each o! such respective claases in· addition 
to all the foregoing t erms. · ~ 

9. No employee ot the Company is authorized to vary the foregoing. 

lo-42 CLASSES OF SERVICE 

DOMESTIC SERVICES 

FULL RATE TELEGRAMS 

A full rate exuedited service. 

\ 
DAY LETTERS 

A deferred service at lower than tlile full rate 

SERIALS 
Messages sent in sections during the same day. 

NIGHT LETTERS 
Accepted up to 2 A.M. for dellvery not earlier than the following morning at rates 

substan~ially lower than the full rate telegram or day letter rates. 

CABLE SERVICES 

FULL RATE CABLES 
-T he standard fast service at run rates. May be written In any language that can be 

expressed in Roman_ letters or in cipher. / 

~~ 
A fast message service consjsting or words formed without condition or restriction, 

counted at 5 characters per word. Minimum charge o! 5 words applies. 

DEFERREDS ~ 
Plain language messages, subject to being deferred in favor of full rate and CDE 

messages. 

NIGHT LETTERS (Nl T) 
Overnight· plain-lang~essages. Minimum charge of 25 words applies. 
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MILL.ARD E. TYDING•, MD., CHAIRMAN 

RICHARD B. RU•BELL, GA. STYLES 8RIDGES, N. H. 
HARRY FLOOD BYRO, VA. CHAN GURNEY,•· OAK. 
VIRGIL C-'1APMAN, KY. LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, MAS•. 
LYNDON 8. JOHN.ON, T~. WAYNE MORSE, OREG. 
ESTES KEFAUVER, TENN, RAYMOND E. BALDWIN, CONN. 
LESTER C, HUNT, WYO, WILLIAM F'. KNOWLAND, CALIF' • 

.J, NELSON TRIDY, CLERK 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

1 - J-

I have received the reaolution bT~ ~ 
ot the American Legion tranami tted bf 7ou and I am glad to 
know ot the interest ot the .American Legion in the true 
f'acts concerning the reburial of an American soldier. 

tq part in this matter was small, bu.t I know 
that 7ou and other Yeterans who are members of' 7our organi­
zation would like to haTe the f'acts concerning .it. On 
Jo.n.• \l a.t f:~, R.I\. I received a wire !rom the President 
of the GI J'orum at Cor-pu Christi sqing: "~---part ~ ~ 
a f~_ .. of burial becauu ~· might ~---.... '---" 
Upon receipt ot this wire I telephone-a- tli9·CO-ngreHme 
from the District and asked him to ascertain the tacts 
for me it it was possible to do so. · He assured me he 
would place a call to certain people in 'l'hree Rivers and 
give me a report. At noon that ~ I discusaed this 
with some of' nv colleagy,e_._~n Co;ggress and with some of'ficiaia 
in the II 's Departmentj\b!il'.r~th the re~1bi1St7 
of reburial tor World War II veterana. At~ that 
afternoon I checked again with the Congressman and found 
that he had been unable to receiTe a report from Three 
Rivers. 

I then placed a long distance telephone call 
to Te:raa and talked to two d1s1ntereste4, obJectiye persona 
who were familiar with the facts. The7 told me (1) that ... 
the newspapers in '!exaa had alread7 carried o _.,. 

~ing~~c111··6 .. 'l'lerril~tm'-'4l1-tR 
LJP. 41epatch • an {2) th97 had both checked the f'acts a.nd 

found this to be true. 

Knowing I had no authority oTer civilian funeral 
homes, bu' realising I had a responaibili t7 to everr American 
soldier who eTer fought in the uniform of' his count17, I at 
7 o'clock that night answered the wire that had been sent 
to me some 11 hours earlier b1 stating that I had no authorit7 
oyer a funeral home but informing the family that aD1' soldier 
could be buried in a National m111tal7 cemete17 and if th97 
desired, that could be arranged at 1t. Sam Houston or Arl1ngt»n. 
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I released no statements on the matter and said nothing further 
until twent7-four hours later when I learned that statements 
had been issued in Texas and the funeral home had said that 
"I never conducted a funeral of this kind and there is troubl.e 
in the f amil.7." 

My' poei ti on on this matter all along hae been not 
to engage in an argument with the Chamber of Commerce, the 
local banker, or 8.111' other people who have interested them­
sel \'es in what I consider a purel.7 priYate matter tor the 
famil7. I have said to the fami~ time and time again, and 
to all who have contacted me, that the soldier would be buried 
where his next of kin desired, and nothing I ha.Te said or 
done has been in criticism ot azrt individual. 

The time baa not yet come, however. when I as a 
member ot the United States Senate will refuse to furnish 
a constituent information he ia entitled to · or will be afraid 
to asaiat a widov·of a vete-ran in having that veteran buried 
wherever ahe 11181' choose. I regret, u A'ou do, all the · 
criticism that hae re9Ulted and all t1'?1nterterence that 
bas taken place. but I feel that no Just criticism can be 
made of the tact that I replied to a wire and onl.7 gave 
information that SZf3 service man or his tamil.7 ia entitled 
to. 

SincereJ.7 

!Jndon :S. Johnson 
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I ban ncei'N4 \be N901u,lon bl_...,... __ _ 
of th• .Aaerloan IA&S.oa \nnnd. \\et b7 10• uc1 I • gla.4 to 
now ot ,..,. lnt•n•t ot the Amertoaa t..,.oa la the Vu• 
tans ooncentnc the rebuft.al of an .U.11.can so14l••· 

,., pan la tht• mat•er wu Htall, ba.\ t know 
that 7n an4 other n\eh.ns who e:re mee.Pe ot 7ou.r orcanl­
sa\ton would llt• '° haft the tan• oOMentne l\• Oil 
__ ....... •' I HOe1Ted a v1J'Ct hoa \hi P?ee14eat 
at \he GI roraa at CoPpU Ohrl •'1 ..,llWI • .,.,. part 
abou\ Nfua1 of 1"lll&1 beeaue• vbltea •taht o1>Jeft.• 
tJpon recelpt ot \h11 win I \elephoDetl \be CoQPM­
fro• \he l>S.e\rtet an4 uU4 ht• \o aaM:r\e.lll ~ faote 
tor • lf 1 \ wae poan bl• \o 4o ao. H• a•"'"4 • he 
woul.4 pl ... a oall to e•rtala ]'tlap1• ln !'hr'•• BiTerl and. 
dY• • a npon. At noon 'bat da.r ! 41aoua .... 'hi• 
vt.\h aome of If' 0011__. l.n OoDIN•• u4 wlth eo• ott101a•• 
la \he 9\a\e Dep&r\,.., obarlM wl''.ll •he Napou1b111\7 
of reburial fol' World war II ••tenna. A\ $1)0 \ha' 
aftnnooa l chHke4 .,.ta wi\h \be Coacn••mn and found 
that h• ha4 been unab1• 'o reo•lw a repo•• tn• !h7•• 
R1ftra. 

I \hen pllMMHl a lolll d1•tanoe '•ltphotMt oall 
to tea• and talked '° two 41 •ln\anatecl, obJeo":re persona 
vbo wJ-e tulllar vl\h \he tao'•· ftq \old • (l) \bat 
U. nwepapera la texu had alnaq oante4 'be •"1'7 quoUw 
\he tmieral ho• a• •tnc •ctaete tn• rt.Vor\h star-t•l•o­
AP dlepatob • an4 (2) \he7 had bo'h checked. '1\e tac\• an4 
found \hle \o b• true. 

KnowlAll I ha4 no autbori\J o••r ch1.llan funeral 
ho.... bu• nal.111.BC I had a napoulb1U. '1 \o 9"'Jl7 Amert.can 
eol4ler who enr foa«h\ tn \he unltorm ot hi• omm\1'1, I at 
1 o•oloot thAt nt«h\ anawre4 the wif'• that ha4 been sent 
to me some 11 houn earlier bJ atattnc that I bad no au\hort\7 
OTer a funeral ho• but 1nto1'11llle the fud.17 \ha\ Ul7 eol41er 
coul4 be bul1.e4 la a WaUonal .tlit&17 c••"17 an4 it the.r 
4••1"4. that could be anancet at n. Sam Houston or Arl~. 
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I re1 .... e4 no a\a\emen\a on \he •\\er an4 •&14 no\blng further 
until twn•-tov houn la\er when t learned that 1ta.\omenta 
ba4 been 1aaue4 1n 4f•zae an4 \M tUMral ho• ha4 sal4 \hat 
•I nner conduote4 a funeral ot \hl a ktnd and tMr• 11 trou.bl.e 
in the tud.17.• 

M7 poetUon on th1a M\\er all along hM been no\ 
\o e~ 1a an arcuen\ vl'b the Chamber ot Co...,roe. the 
l oeal banker. oi- _, other t*tl>l• who haft 1n\•H•\e4 \hM­
••1 •• in vbat I oon•14•r a pvei, pPlY&\• •thr tO'r \be 
tut.i,. I ha'• aa14 to the fut.11 t1M an4 Ume apta. an4 
to all wbo haft contao\e4 •• \bat \be ao141er .wo111.4 H bur1•4 
where hl• n•n ot kill 4•et."4. an4 aothlDC t haw 1a14 oJl 4o•• bu bMa h orl\101•• et - 1n41T14u1. 

!be \1• hat no\ 1•\ oo•. howrnr. when I as a 
•llb•r of the Unt\e4 Stat•• Sena\e will retue to fumieh 
a eon•'1,U8n\ lnto.-\lea u 1• ent1'1e4 '° 01' wS.11 'be atn.14 
\o aeet.1t a w14ow of a w\ena la ha't'bac that n\eran bur1.ecl 
wbereftr •ht _, Goon. I nczie,, aa 1ou 4o, ·.:i1 'he 
orttlol•• \bat baa reaul\ecl an4 all the 1n'4trf•Nnc• \hat 
baa 'alcen pl-•. wt· I t••l tha\ no Ju\ eriUcla can b9 
mad• ot •he tao\ , .. , I Nplied. to a wiN a4 oai, Pft 
1ntonat1on \hat &1r1 aentoe .,. or hi• taall7 la en\Uled 

'°· 

lf'IMlea ~. Johaaoa 
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I . 

From:· sea. Lynd B. 1ohuon 
231 te OUlce B I• 

COPY 

Tu America• GI Fo 
~•c.-e1Mayow.r •~r.tat'llD••~ unm-.uate 
of tlw 1Ul-1.·\ft\IAP1leA.B 

Rl , T 

amm.e NH .... 1er, T. • , K.eaaecly. 
rm .. 11a.l Mnic•• &ad use of 

T a 

\i'N1.-1a) n ... HeC1•r P. Q la, p • . 
me GI Fo 
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COPY 

1ANUARY U, 19'9 

l>R. HECTOR . , Q.A.RCl.A, Pre•ldelit 
AMERICAN GI FORUM 
CORPUS CHI\ISTI. TEX1 

I DEEPLY :REORET TO LEARN T · T THE PRE1UD1CE OF · 
SOME INDIVU>UALS EXTENDS EVEN BEYOND THJS LIFE. 
1 HA VE NO UTHORITT ·oVEa CIVILIAN FUNERAL HOMES, 
NOR DOES THE FEDER L GOVERNMENT. 

ff:OWEVER, I HA TOD Y M DE ANGEMENTS TO HAVE 
FELIX LONGORIA U.RIED WITH FULL MlLIT RT HONORS 
IN AALINGTON TIONAL CEMETERY HERE T WASHINOTO 
WHltl\E THE HONORED DEAD OF 01'JR· NATloN•s w REST. 
O.R, IF HIS I' MILT PREFERS TO KAVE HIS BODY INTERRED 
NEARER HIS HOME. HE C BE REBURIED T FORT M 
HOUSTON NATION MILIT Y CEMETERY T ANTONIO. 
THERE WILL BE NO COST. 

IF HIS WIDOW DESIR TO VE IUM. REBURIED IN EITHER 
CEMETERY, SHE SHOULD SEND ME COLLECT TELEGRAM 
BEFORE HIS BODY JS UNLOADED FROM AN A.RMY TRAN'SPOR T 

T S A..N l'R C CO, JANUAllY U. THIS IN1USTICE AND 
PREJUDICE IS DEF·LOR LE. 1 HAPPY TO HJ VE P T 
IN SEEING TJL T THIS EXAS ·HERO IS m TO 11.ltST WJTH 
THE HONOR AND DIGNITY HIS SERVICE DESERVES. 

LYNDON .B. 10HSNON 

u.a.s. 
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c 0 p 'Y 

HON. LYNDON B. JOHNSON 
U. S. S ATE 
WAS . OT • D. C:. 

lANVAlt.Y 12, 1949 

HU J..Y Git TEl"UL FOi\ TOUlt KINDNESS IN MY 
HOUR' I OF HUMIUA TIO .AND SUF £RING QLAJ>LT 
ACCEPT YOUR 0 rEa FO REBVll .L or MY HUSBAND 

T LIKGTON NATION 
1

ME ERT P ASE .Al\Jl GE 
FOlt ECT S ME OF ODY TO AS Q ON 
1'0 E GRAT:&FUL FOR YOUR KINDNESS • 

. BEATRICE LONGO 

I 
I 

I ' 

I 

l 

I 
\' 

I I 

( l' 

) 
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j ... 

Miu.ARD 11: .. TYDINGS. MD., CHAIRMAN 
RICHARD •• RUaaELL, ciA. S'll'LE• •RIDGU, N. H. 
HARRY P'LOOD aYl'ID, YA.., · CHAN GURNEY, a. DAK. 
VIRGIL OIAPMAH, ICY. LEVERETr SALTONSTALL, MAU. 
LYNDON a. JOHNSON. TEX. WAYNE MORSE, OREG. 
IEaTEa KEFAUVER, TENN. RAYMOND E. aALDWIN, CONN. 
LESTER C. HUNT• WYO. WIU.IAM P'. KHOWUU.D, CAUP', 

. Jo Nl!LSON TRl9Y. CLERIC 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 

February S, ·1949 

1ily dear Mr~ Farley: 

I have received the; ,solution o.!· the )lexar County 
Central Council of the Alrfetican Le~n, traf'smitted b;r 
you, and I. n?t~. with ~?terest t.~t; you makf no reference 
to the ln1m1J1at1on ancyembarrassm.ent cau~d to the family 
of Felix Long0ria b.r/ kctions .~r Mr. Kenqedy o~ the Rice 
Ftmeral. Home. . / . ./' / 

~ o~ act,on in .:bhe case. was /to inform the Tiidow 
that she could, as the ,. ne.xt of kin, / ha.ve her husband buried 
in the National .ifili t~fy Cemetery l!t Arlington, Va. ·, or at 
Fort Sam Houstqfi; ifl she so desirld. I did this after I 
was in:fonned t,ba.t ~. Kennedy ha/ denied tB.e use of his 
chapel for th6 re~ial service/ because "whites might ob-
ject. a j /~ i 

I do &rt. :fuiow what you 0 competentll'/1:./u., and un­
biasedn inofes;igators found t · Three Ri.Yers Jj/ although I 
would vecy/ ~ch appreciate eeing a c9'PY oi'r~'their report. 
I do lmow/ tbit on January , before f'! evet' knew of the 

. ca~e, Mr:' JVfumedy was quot _ d in A~s,p~iate~/ Press dispatches 
pl'l.nted ir/Texas newspaf,~B as sayfng t~ he had denied 
the family use or his c el bec3:Jlse "wt#-tes might object~n 
I know, also, that he la1;er said/ that ~ denied use of the . 
chapel because of "Longol-ia famj1y troi.tbles," and,,that he 
f'inally admitted he bad /said tlttngs iq~ conversaj;,!~ with 
Dr. Hector Garcia of Cofpus C~sti w)ii.ch he 'iegretted". 
Out or which, it still ~emai.n>s that 'rje deniedi' us1· of the 
chapel for the re4 se~ces or fn Ame#an Soldier. 

The criticism w~ch j s been /oiced /a.a Jen voiced 
against Mr. Kennecy' s a~, which/.·. ·~s· . e so~ce of · the 
harm and injustice involved. Persqnall I am proud to 
have shared, in a small way, in rell · g the urt d~e 
to the Longoria r~. . ":------ / 

Mr. R. H. Fariey, Secretal9'J-Trea.s 

Bexar County Council, American Legion 

I 
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1CY dear Friends 

I am glad to know of yao:r- intere.t in the true f acta 
concern:lng the reburial ot an Amrican soldier. 

111 ·part in this matter was small, b1 t I know that 
you would like to have the .tacts concerning it. 

On Janua27 11 at 8149 a.m., I receiwd a wire from 
the President of the GI Forma at Corp.us Christi 8'Ying1 "In direct 
ConTeraation., the funeral home manager, T. • Xen.nedy, stated that 
he 1IO'Ul.d not arrange tor .funeral aerv:Lc.es and use ot his facilities 
because, he aaid, ' Other wbi.te P"Ple object to use or the tuneral 
rum. b.Y' people of llexican origin•,•• 

Upon r9Ceip't of this wire, I telephoned. the Congreaaman 
from the District· and aslmd him to ascertain the facts for me if it 
was poaaible to do so. He aaaured me he would place a call to certain 
people in Three Rivers and give me a reporl. At noon that dq I 
discuned this rith some ot '1111' col.leagues in Congreaa and with some 
official.a in the Depa.rtamt of the Anr charged with the responaib111tq 
ot reburial !or orld War II wterans. At 5130 that atternoCl, I checked 
ag&:l.n with the Congraaeman and found that he had bten unable to re-
ceive a report from THree Rivers . 

I than placed a long distance telephone call to Texaa 
and talked to two d.iainterested, obJtctive persons who were familiar 
with the facts . They told me (1) th&t the n•apapers in Texas had 
alread;y carried an AallOCiated Preas story aqing• " .A. funeral home 
at Three Rivers, has refused to allow t.he bocq ot a Latin-American 
soldier killed in action to enter the home because 'the whites won •t 
like it. ' The soldier is Felix Longoria, killed in the HUJ.lippinea 
in 191&5. The body is en route home . T. •· l~, manager o£ t.he 
Rice Funeral Home wld a Corpus Christi Callar-Times reported ~ 
bJ' telephone that '• just never make a practice or letting th• 
(Latin Amricans) use the chapel• and we don't want to start now. Most . 
or th• don't want the chapel servic• '•"J and (2) tile7 had both checked 
the r acts and found this to l:e true. 
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KnatriJ'.lg I llad no autb.oiity o;,~:r civ11:inn .a.uneral 
homes, but realh1inl,, ·~ · . . a responsibility to ~1ery AliJJric:an 
soldier wlw ever f0cuibt in the unifo1"m of his cow1try, I at 1 G *elock 
that ~ht answer.a . the vrl..re that 'bdd been sent w me ~orri.e ll · 1<:)urs 
eaJ:~ller t.y rJ'batin€ th~ t l had no autho.;;·1;cyr 01rer a ~al h.<h~ bur, 

· ·Ol' ." rt.• ~~e ff'~Y '1 ~soi ·~t."l" could ho b n.~ed 1n a · a tional 
ro-litar:r c m~ , ··:Jrl. if they oosir, , tbat coult be at"LBnged at . 
l" t . a ou::irton or - 1ix . wn. I release _ no :stntel~ients on t he .:·' t:wr 
a.rrl said nothing fm"tltex· until tw'ronty- four h~ws later wt.en. I lo&~ 
tri.at stat~ts had 'teen. iasl.ted in To:~,. and the fun~ral h~ bad 
said that rrr never c:ond:uctsd a £m·lil al of t1:1is kind anrl. there is 
trouble in the fe.mily. •. ' 

·y position on t his matter all ~iong liaa been ~ ot 
to , e in a.n. at:· 'lk.~l:lt "l'd .~ti the · b*' • ~w r or C~rce·, the lt.~al 
banker, -r aey nth1;;;r peo..\. J.e ~vhv have interest"94 that .selves 1.n 'wrru1t. 
I eo11JJ_1 e :r: a. "urely privnte r~t.oor 01 .. t'1e rmtti'.lj{. I ha"lle .sa,-iQ to 
th~ fam1ly t:iitJ!! ~ · "d ti:~~ agaitt;J r~~d to all i.mo lwve contacted me, 
tha,t tlw soldier lttml.d oo but·ied ,,, ·iere h .. t(l next of dl1 desired, and 
notbi:ng I have Jsa.td .·_tt:'" done l'la.S been .in crl:ticism .ti'· any indi1tidua1. 

TL t~:me has· net yet cone, how . er~ vm:en a s a i 

0£ the U:rtl.t ed State . Senato: I ;.:; ill. ref a to xu: i - eonstit.uEJnt 
utf'o .· :tion he is entU,J..e to or will, b-. atnid ~ ssist a t>tidm-r 
of a wteJ:•oo in ba that vetc."r~ bttried 1Gt1erover she l;ey ehooae. 
I regret,, as you do, all the; e:rit:ieiam that mis. resulted ~:l\.rJ.i .au 'tlha 
il1te:rferenee that has t&.t<en place·~ but I 'eel ttiat no just· eritieLemi 
ean t.'€! :maae of ti1e . ~ct tha't, I replied to a \'lire · d .. :nly g'tlve iI 
fa , ti::>n that m1y .sor'1:lc~:an or t • ~. faildly is entitl . to. 
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glad • . know of yottr' inte: st in t1ht~ true foots 
ial o:f nn Jtvnerica,n soldier. 

My ~ art in ·'.is ~tter was s~li 111 but I kn.al'! tLat 
ymi would lik to 1 ~ the facts eoooe:t ·· .· it., 

On (.Tanuary ll at ; 49 a,,.r ·.,, I _ eeei ve.d a r.ire x :rom 
~ ·.aident. 0£ tne GI ] 'o:rµm st Corpu:3 Chr·isti ~· 1 111rt diree·t. 

conver~ation, tt ') .:.. moral hp.~ t:k"JlW;ger,, T., : . • Kennedy,, i3 ted tilat 
he 10uld not err.~aea ox t~ ···.,~~nl services an" use of his faeiliti~ls 
'because, he sai , ' Othor i hito peo1)1e objecrt. to use of t,~ .tuner·.~ 
00-me 'by peopl~ of llex.ie·~ _ or-lgin' .,.n 

UJl011 rc~eeipt of this ·wire,, I t.elephoned he Ce .'ttas _ 
£ram tl: e Dw trict. · ask him to ~~cer in the :tac :for :me. if 11> 
was poss.i ··e to do s: .• H·,. as::.rn.,. ._0 l1e ..ro pl . :.. a call to ee1~tain 
:. 'X<O .ae in ~:. -~ _.:i 'll"'era .! '·. give me . report. At noon that day I 
dis.cusssd this ~· i th some of Df9" colle mes i:1 Co:o-~ ess and with .a ·me 
otfieials .iri tte DelD.r . na1t or'i the ···nv cr1a.:t•$!ed wlth tle I es_ nsibility 
o! n:bur.ial .for ~· or'ld ~r~ Il v.ett.~r~ns . .. ·t S:.30 · 1~· · · tternoan,, I c lteel-ted 
~·- ?ain ~tl.:tli the Co~ssi- · . a.rid fow ,., truit h~ ... had teen unable ,,"° r 
cei 'Ve a report fl. -~ Tttree Rivers. 

I iv hen pJ.aced a.. long dj stance telephone 
and talked to two di.silito:t · ·sted,. objective I .rsooe who ere f -·li 
tdth the !'Qi.,e: · • ''fhey told L'te (l) that vhe na ~,.,a· Tf1 i.u Texas had 
already ·cmrled an .fissoci.t?,,,ted 1-;ress story sayit.1Q, tt A fur1a~ bone 
at Thr ee Hi ·rs . ., has refused to nl101: the body o! a Iiatt _ "'1e.rlean 
soldier ldl.la:d. in action t"O enter tho h , - because 'the v1hi te:s 1011 1 t 
like it. 1 ~.ro.e ao1diel"· is · elix .Longoria, killed in he ,Phillippines 
in 19hc • Tb '..., ·y is- .e.n l'"OUte home . T. Yi . KJ3t'IJ.ledy', .t ~r of ~116. 
~ie.e Jt\l.neral Hor~ told Corpus Cbr"oti C~er-T:Lms r eported 1·0May 
. y 1~lept1oxlJ, ·"· at 'it"J jw t never make practice .of lcttit th i1 

(La/;in ricmw) u.so he .. :..hapel ~ and ·we don•t "\:rant ·t.o start !10{1. ~.ost 
of .-em don gt want ~fie ebap:.~l ·:;ervice•· . u;; and (2) t..tioy lad 'both cl C:kod 
the fa.eta m1 · .foun ·~ thir~ to be ~ · ·to . 
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I Pii . ~lw;l to Ir·_ ~ yem~ in ~s.J: 1..1 h~~ t? ~e: !'(;;ett1 
eonc~rd.ng t ~ ~02r~l uf s. i. ~·.~iom ooldi~l.". 

tr 
i)' :-. ~·w Di:itri.ct 
'liYe lUsa;~bla to. d 

;:c._aipt. fl~ t1"'1a wit·lfi, , I tele1~~ th0 Go~· 6· :f': 
~·him to ·• .... u~;e .fee·tit. .~br m . if 1t 

[13 of 18]
­



[14 of 18]
­



Lt ~- \() J-.-~b.::r _.if~ -tll, bit- I ~ 'L1fl 

(?~(~~"'= it •. 
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Knowing I had no authority over civilian funeral 
homes , but; realizing .J; had a responsib"llity to every American 
soldier who ever fought in the uniform of his country, I at. 7 o ' clock 
that night answered the . tlre that had been sent to me so111e 11 hours 
earlier by stating that I had no authority over a. .funeral home but 
inf:orming the family that any soldier could be buried in a ational 
military eeFtet,ery, and if they desired, that could be ru:Tanged at 
Ft . Sruu Houston or Arl ington. I released no st.atements on the matter 
a.n:i. said nothing further until twenty-four hours later when I learned 
that statements had l:een issued in Texas , and the funeral ho.me had 
said that "I never conducted a .funeral of this kind and there is 
trouble in t..~e family. 11 

\; y position on this natter all along rJE.s been not 
to engage .in an argument 1vi th the Chamber of , ommerce, the local 
banker, or any · other people who have interested themselves .in what 
I co:nside a purely private ma:l:iter f*or the family . I have said to 
the family time and time again,, ~1d to all vrho have c.ontaeted me , 
that the soldier would be buried where his next of kin desired, and 
nothing I have said or done has been in critic ism oJ~ any individual .• 

The ti!ue has not yet come , however, -vmen a s a member 
of the United States Senate, I will refuse to fttrrlish a constituent 
information he i s entitled to or will be afraid to assist a v-Tidov1 
of a veteran in having that. veteran buried 1:7herever she rri:ay choose . 
I regret., as you do, all the cri ti.cism that has resulted and all the 
i...nterferenca that has taken place, but I Lael ·Ci.'1.at no just criticism 
can be ·made of t..f.ie .fact tha.t I replied to a wire and only gave in­
formation that any servicettta.n o.r his family is entitled to. 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 

[18 of 18]
­



BEXAR COUNTY CENTRAL COUNCIL 

ot 

AMERICAN LEGION INC. 
205 W. French Place 

SAN ANTONIO 1, TEXAS 

January 27, 1949 

The Bexar County Central Council of the American Legion in regular meeting 
January 27th, 1949 passed the following resolutions : 

Whereas 

Through careless and immature actions by people in high and honorable places, 
harmful humiliation and embarrassment has been caused to the Kennedy family, 
Rice Funeral Home, the good people of the City of Three Rivers and the State 
of Texas by bringing nation wide publicity in the burial arrangements of 
Felix Longoria, a soldier killed in action in the Phillipines in 1945. 

Whereas 

The American Legion through competent, loyal and unbiased investigators have 
not found the least trace of any act of Un-American activities or racial dis­
crimination practiced in this matter . 

Whereas 

The people or Three Rivers now and have at all times enjoyed peaceful, orderly 
and most pleasant relations among all races . 

Whereas 

Arrangements were made with American Legion Post No . 413 for full military 
honors to be held at the funeral and a letter expressing regret was sent to 
Mr . Tom Kennedy by the wife or Felix Longori over this unhappy event. 

Therefore Be It Resolved 

That Central -Council (the representative body of twenty Posts in Bexar Collllty) 
go on record deploring this hasty and unjust action that has caused the un­
warranted criticism of fair and just citizens . 

Be It Further Resolved 

That a copy of these resolutions be sent to the Honorable L~don Jolmson, 
Honorable Walter Winchell and Dr. Hector Garcia earnestly hoping they will 
endeavor to counteract the harm and hurt done these good people in the same 
manner in which it was inflicted. 

The above resolutions were unanimou ly adopted. 

[1 of 2]
 



BEXAR COUNTY CENTRAL COUNCIL 

ot 

AMERICAN LEGION INC. 
205 W. French Place 

SAN ANTONIO 1, TEXAS 

Febuary 5th, 1949 . 

Honorable Lynd.on Johnson 
Washington 
D. C. 

Dear Sena.tor : 

Attached is resolution as passed by Centrai Council 
which is self explanatory . 

Council 

FEB 8 A.M. 
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2/7/ 49 

MEMO for Files 

Reservations for the Longoria 
family have been made at the Conti­
ne.ntal Hotel through Mr. Joi~~r who 
is the Manager. 

As soon as we learn the hour of 
arrival, please .let me know so that I 
can tell Mr. Joiner. 

Mary 

[1 of 3 Front]
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':Jo ____ ~~~~-------
. A.M. 

Da•---~~~~~~-19 ___ nm.. ________ P.M. 

WHILE YOU WEBE OUT · 

}.Ar.------------------"'.-------------
Addrees----~~~----------

~hone G · - - , 

Called to See You Will Call Aqaln 
I 

.. 
Telephoned Plec:&M Callffma 

Measaqe -----------------

-1-. .. 1...,. A .. _ Printins Co.- wuM..-. I. D. c. 
UpaDlie .LWb-llll ,. .. Torlr Avuae. N. W. 
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Felt r, 1, 1949. 

Dear Mra. L oria: 

We have mad reaervationa for you and 
the others who are comlJll with you at the 
Continental Ho~l for rrl al on Feb l'J 15th. 
When you know the hour of ar ival pl aae let 
me know ao that I can tell the hotel what tilllle 
to expect you. 

~anwhlle, i£ I can be of any lurtber service 
to you. be aure to let me know . 

With beat wtahes, I am 

Mra. B a trice Lo oria: 
8801 Laina Drive, 

S1ac ly, 

Lyndon B. 1 olm.aon. 

Corpu• C tau, Texae • 

.... 
/ 

[2 of 3]
 



.J DOME.STIC SERVICE \. WEST·ERN 
UNION 

~ INTERNATIONAL SERVICE\. 

Check the class of service desired; 1206 Check the ciaae of service desired; 
otherwiBti this message will be otherwise this message will be 

sent as a full rate telegram sent at the full rate -
FULL RATE 

SERIAL TELEGRAM 
FULL 

DEFERRED RATE 

DAY NIGHT 
LETTER LETTER CODE NIGHT 

LETTER JOSEPH L.. EGAN, PRESIDENT 

NO. WDS.•CL. OF SVC. PD. OR COLL. CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF TIME FILED 

Send the following message, subject lo the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed lo 

Hrs . Beatric Longoria 
280l Lamar Drive · 
Corpus Cbri..t Texas 

Washington, D. C. 
Februarr 1, 1949 

Bel.et·. Due to tn.n tion delay ins ot Felix Longoria will not 
re ch Arllngton until ebruary 15th. t.ery ·officials suggest tmleral 
be hel.d edneadq, February l6tJl at 2:00 p. m. If this is notsatiatacto17 
arranc-ente will be made for later date o.t 7our choic~ . I am told it ia 
against Arsr regulatiana for body to be take to ~ ~pel tor special 

11"' 

aenices . Ull Catholic · cee will be canducted at graveside. However 
1 

if !ald.17 wishes at own expense to have additional services performed in civllian 
Catholic Church, this can be arranged. · 

Ott1cial Bwsineaa 
Day Letter 

Iqndon B. Johnson, USS 
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ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COMPANY ARE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING i£RMS: 

To KQard agaimlt m1stake11 or 6elaya, tho sender of a. messa.g~:11d order Jt repeatedLthat ls, telegraphed back to the originating omce for coml)arfs9n. For this, one-ba.Jt ~he 
unrepeated message rate ts charged In addition. Unless otherwtse ted on lf4 face. t.bls IS an unrepeated inessage and paid for as such, in consid~ratfon whereof it ls agreed betwc:eo 
the eender of the message and tJlls 9ompany as follows: 

t. The Company eball not be llable for mistakes or 6elays In the transmission or 6ellvery or for11on-deJJvery, pf any message received for transmJSBlon at theunrepcat~a&'.e 
rate beyond the sum or five.hundred dollars; nor for mistakes or delays ln the traiismlsslOJf or d~lvery, "t>I' for non.cl~Uvery, of any message rerelve4 for ~transm1ss1on at the repeated• 
message rate l>eYond the sum of ftve thousand dollars, unless speola.lly valued; nor In any case fordela:YS arising from unavoidable Interruption 1n th~ working of lta lines. 

~. IQ any event the OQmpany shall not be liable for 6:i.mages for mistakes or 6elays In the transm!ssion or 6ellvery. or for the non-delivery, of any message, whether caused by 
the negllg_ence ol its 11ervants or otljJlrwisei J>elsoml the actual losshnot exceeding in anr event the sum of five thousand dollars, at :Which amount the Bender ot each meseage represent.'i that 
~~t~ ~~ ~:d~~~~g~~J;.\af:~!~~ih~t Jn!11~;~f ~f~t:>~~ ~;1iM1cb ~i:~~~i~~e~~Ioi{c1'~:1~~~~dU:Jr~erepeated-~e rate ill p~d oo 

3. The Company ls hereby_m.ade the agent of the sender, without llablllty, to forward t:hm message over the lines of any other company when necessary to reach Its 6estinatlon. 
4. Except as otherwlee Indicated In connection with the listing of individual places in the flied tariffs of t~e Company, the amount paid for the transmission of a domestic telegram 

or an lncomtqg cable or radio message covers its delivery within the following limits: In cities or towns of 5,000 onnore i~abitants where the Company has an ofilce which, as shown b~ be 
med tariffs of the Company, ls not operated through the agency of a railroad company, within two milell of any open main or branch ofllce of the Company; in cJties Qr to\VDS of !i. or 
more Inhabitants where, as shown by the filed tariffs of the Company, the telegraph service ls performed through the agency of a railroad company, within one mile or the telegraph o ce: 
In cities or towns of less than 5,000 inhabitants in whirh an office of the Company is located, within one-half mile of the telegraph office. Beyond the limit!! above specified the ComEany 
does not undertake to make delivery, but will endeavor to arrange for delivery M the agent oft.he sender, with the understanding that the sender authorizes the collection of anh addit onal 
~~:1;ci~i!1t!~fnt_~~~~8!~Yag1iyarre:;g £:~~yg~ ;g~£gg~tcti~r~0i~~~~Yn~\ggl\e~~ from the addressee. There will be no additional charge tor deliveries made by telep one within 

5. No responsibility attaches t<r this Company concerning messages until the same are accepted at one of Its transmitting omces; and If a message ls sent to such omce by one of 
the Company's messengers, he acts for Wiat Pl111>0Be as the agent of the sender. 

to the ~om~~i'~~~niftx~1d~~s ':i~l!~'~ef~~=:~~fiY~\:t~h~~ ~g~1J~~i~o~h£~~~K.1i1:r~ih~xg:E; o~na~ni~~:f:~:'~~!lfnT.f~as 't~:'l:i::i~~~;~\~ ~g; J>:friJ~i~1o~~:'rit~~~ 
or statutory penalties where the claim ls not presented in writing to the Company within ninety-five days after the cause or action, U any, shall have accrued; provided, however, that neither 
of these conditions shall apply to claims for damages or overcharges within the purview of Section 415 of the Communications Act of 1934. 

1.. It Is agreed that In any action by the Company to recover the. tolls for any message or messages the prompt and correct transmlsslon and dl!llvecy thereof sba11 be presm:ped. 
subject to rebuttal by competent evidence. 

8. Special terms governing the transmls!!lon or meseages according to their classes, as enumerated below, 11hall apply to messages In each of llUCb respective clalllleS 1n addition 
to all the foregoing terms. 

9. No employee of the Company fa autborlze4 to vary the foregoing. · 

1<M2 CLASSES OF SERVICE 

DOMESTIC SERVICES 

FULL RATE TELEGRAMS 
.A full,rate expedited service. 

DAY LETTERS 
A deferred service at lower than t'he full rate 

SERIALS 
Messages s~t 1n sections during the same day. 

NIGHT LETTERS · 

.Accepted up to 2 .A.M. for delivery not earlier than the following morning at rates 
substantially lower than the full rate telegram or day letter rates. 

CABLE SERVICES 

FULL RATE CABLES 
The standard fast service at full rates. May be written In any language that can be 

expressed in Roman letters or In cipher. 

~~ 
.A fast message service consisting of words formed without condition or restriction, 

counted at 5 characters per word. Minimum charge of 5 words applies. 

DEF"ERREDS ~ 
Plain language messages, subject to being deferred in favor of full rate and CDE 

messages. 

NIGHT LETTERS (NLT) 
OvernJght pla.ln-lang;;g;;essages. Minimum charge of 25 words applies. 
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l lan1~ you for yoiri."" let··· r of l!otlniaey • 
· ~osorva4·:t.ons: h w been rnc'lde tor all vhe Lo ,goria 
f tu ·1ily •:. t t he Cot1~i11ent·~~ Ho .;.r • i ., ft t present 
the res~-vctio s ei.,,e au :~o .J ... o; ·1~) : 

A ro~ foi· l,~s , matrice l.i0ngo1~1 · .and, dauchtel'; 
A too 1 for ?{rs . ,4.1ol ores I..;ongo:ria and 
C~olint.1 tonaoria; 
A ~int~lo root. fo1~ J~"'s • Sara -.: ~ano; and 
A la1"ge room ·:ith thx•ec single tJedu tor 
U·· tlv:c-e · . crt~~rs . 

The reservations hav.; teen ~e for 
Febrll~ lS .and 16 unt:l.l the Longor:la family 
de :>art..;. • 

. S ~·~1ia allc»o'" tion of t"ooms is oatiof uctoey, · 
plee.ae advise me , Alt.,o1. toll too \'t~t air· lli-:e 
an ·1 what fl··· ~ t t ie ... a.mlY is- ~:riving on so 
t1:1a1·. :re can n~et ·than at tlle .air port, Mi alao 
t.~e ~· ir 'line nnd £litl}lt that t .ioir rotum nr-· 
serv~tions 'l~. on oo t~ nt Ym can eek and 
.see that thf';re ~.s no c • ' iculty th0;re . 

Dr . fo~c vo:r ~ · •· Garcia 
3024 LID G~'tl A-~ cnu.o 
GOl"!JUS Christi, rrt"l"'>~&s 
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~
OFFICE 3-1508 

~HONES : RES. 3..12109 
EXCHANGE 6347 

bl j \J; 
HECTOR P. GARCIA, M. D. 

:\Zlld3'2~1osn;i6I 

CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 

1 3024 Morgan J venue 

February 8 j 1949 

Senator Lyndon Johnson 
House ot Senate · 
·· ,~ashington , D c. Co 

Dear Senator Johnson: 

Please make reservations in some hotel in 
ryashington , DoCo for the Longoria family who 
is leaving Corpus Christi on February 15 at 
11:00 A.M 9 1 arriving at 9:00 PM same dayo 
The following will leave February 15•to Washing­
ton, DoC . to attend the funeral of Felix Iongoria 
on February 16: 

Mrs Beatrice Iongoria (wife) and daughter (age 8) 
Mrs Dolores Iongoria- mothe r 
Carolina Longoria- sister 
Sare i11oreno-sister in law 
Gµadalupe Longoria , Jro - brother 
Arturo Longoria- brother 
.lberto Longoria- brother 

They will return the same day after the funeral . 
that is February 16 about 11:00 P. ] . 

Thanking you for your kindness , I re.II!ai.12 

Very truly yours, 
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-~·ci.Ass OF SERVICB 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable­
gram unless its de­
ferred character is in­
d icated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre­
ceding the address. 

WE s TE RN<~ -DL·:=_..~~ 
UN I 0. N 

NL • Nishtl.etter 

LC• Deferred Cable 

NLT• Cablc Nlcht Letter 

.JOSPE:e:~.~~~~AN Ship Ra9iOll'•m 

~"';f-i~~o .~b onrn in tha..dataline..on..telesrrams and da;y letters is STANDARD TIME at point of origin. T ime of receipt is STANDAR D TIME at point of destination 

~wz151 PD=COBPUS CHRISTI TEX 14 ·1·222p: 
-~- - _ · .. ~-- __ : _ . - __ . 

:SEN LYNDON JOHNSON~ 
1949 FEB i.4 PM 2 52 

:HOOSE OF SENATE= 

~ HOTEL ARRANGE MENTS ALL RIGHT LONGORIA FA MILY LEAVE EASTERN 
f ···-

L f NE S FLIGHT 502 AT 1240 FE B 15TH ARR IVE AT 852 PM SA ME DAY 
, - --- .{. .(" ,' - .I 

. RET ~RN FEB 16TH AT 11 OCLOCK PM FL IGHT 561 EASTERN LINES 
THANKS=. 

DR HECTOR GARC IA= 

" 

~ 502 1240 15 852 PM 16 11 PM 561= 
THE COM PANY WILL APPRECIATE BUOG ESTIONB FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

Check the class of service desired; 
- : ~~~rwise t his message will be 

c~ptas a full rate telegram 

SERIAL 

DAY NIGHT 
LETTER . LETTER 

WEST E RN 1206 

UNION 
JOSEPH L.. EGAN , PRESID EN T 

NO. WDS.-CL. OF SVC. PD. OR COLL. CASH NO. CHARGE TO THE ACCOUNT OF 

~ 

r...orn7. 
Bend the following message, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to 

Dr• Hector Garcia 
Corpus Cbris.tJ .• Texas. 

- '1'~1'1" 

-

WASHDlGTO~~, D. C • . 
FEBRUfu.~Y 14• 1949 

RE'Tfil.. MAlff T:WntS FOR' nwomlh TIOU. PLEASE UOTIFY 
IE' PLAMS C!llUJGE nJ AUY l7AY. 

LD Qij JOH!! W 
USS 

OFFICIAL DAY LL 

.J INTERNATIONAL SERVICE \... 

Check the class of service desired; 
otherwise this message will be 

sent at the full rate 

FULL DEFERRED RATE 

CODE NIGHT 
LETTER 

TIME FILED 
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ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COMPANY ARE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS: 
:,,£ 

To guard against mistakes or delays, the sender of a message should order it repeated, t.hat is, telegraphed back to the originating office for comparison. For this, one-half· the 
u nrepeated message rate is charged in addition. Unless otherwise indicated on its face, this is an unrepeated message and paid for as such , in consideration whereof it is agreed between 
the sender of the message and this Company as follows: - · 

1. T he C ompatry shall not be liable for m istakes or 6.elays in t he t ransmission or 6.elivery, or for non-delivery, of any message received for transmission at the unrepeated-message 
r ate beyond the sum of five hundred doll!!.rs; nor for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery, of any message received for transmission at the repeated• 
message rate beyond the sumo! five thousand dollars, unless specially val ued ; nor in any case for d elays arising from unavoidable intermption in the working of its lines. 

2 . I n ai:ry event the Company shall not be liable for 6.amages for mistakes or deia:v.s in the transmission .or delivery, or for the non-delivery, of any message, whether caused by 
the negligence of its servants or otherwise, beyond the actual loss, not exceeding in any event the sum of five thousand dollars, at which amount the sender of each mes.'lage represent11 that 
the message is valued, unless a greater value is stated in writing by the sender thereof at the time the message is tendered for transmission, and unless the repeated-message rate is paid or 
agreed to be paid, and an additional charg.e._equal to one-tenth of one per cent of the amount by whic]J. such valuation shall exceed five thousand dollars. -

3. The Company is hereby made the .agent of the sender, without liability, t o forward this m essage over the lines of any other company when necessary to reach its 6.estination. 

4. Except as otherwise indicated in connection with the listing of individual places in the filed tariffs of the Company, the amount paid for the transmission of a domestic telegram 
or an incoming cable or radio message covers its delivery within the following limits: In cities or towns of 5,000 or more inhabitants where tlle Company has an office which, as shown by the 
filed tariffs ot the Company, is not operated through the agency of a railroad company, within two miles of any open main or branch.office of the Company; in cities or towns of 5,000 or 
more inhabitants where, as shown by the filed tariffs of the Company, the telegraph service is performed through the agency of a railroad company, within one mile of the telei.rraph office; 
in cities or towns of less than 5,000 inhabitants in which an office of the Company is located, within one-half mile of the telegraph office. Beyond the limits above specified the Company -
does not undertake to make dellvery., but will endeavor to arrange for delivery as the agent of the sender, with the understanding that the sender authorizes the collection of any additional 
charge from the addressee and agrees to pay such additional charge if it is not collected from the addressee. There will be no additional charge for deliveries made by telephone within 
the corporate limits of any city or town in which an office of the Company is located. 

5. No responsibility attaches to this Company concerning messages until the same are accepted at one o! its transmitting offices; and i! a messa~e is sent to such office by one of 
the Company's messengers, he acts for that purpose as the ag~nt ot the sender. · · 

6. The Company will not be liable for damages or statutory penalties in the case o! any message except an intrastate message in Texas ~here the claim is not presented in writing 
to the Company within sixty days after the message is filed with the Company for transmission, and in the case of an intrastate message in Texas the Company will not be liable for damages 
or statutory penalties where the claim is not presented in writing to the Company within ninety-five days after the cause of action, it any, shall have accrued; provided, however, that neither 

. of these conditions shall apply to claims for damages or overcharges within the purview of Section 415 of the Communications Act of 1934. 

. 

7. It Is agreed that in any action by the Company to recover the tolls for any message or messages the prompt and correct transmission and delivery thereof shall be presumed, 
subject to rebuttal by competent evidence. , . 

• 8. Special terms governing the transmission o! messages according to their classes, as enumerated below, shall a pply to messages ln e!!:Ch of such respective classes in addition 
to all the foregoing terms. · . 

9. N o employee ot the Company ls au thorized to vary t;lle !oregoing. 

l o-42 CLASSES OF SERVICE 

DOMESTIC SERVIC ES 

FULL RATE TELEGRAMS 
A full rate. expedited service. 

DAY LETTERS 
A deferred service at lower than tbe full rate 

SER IALS 
Messages sent in sect ions_ ~uring the same day~ 

NIGHT LETTERS 
Accepted up to 2 A.M. for delivery not earlier than the following morning at rat es 

substantially lower than the full rate telegram or day letter rates. 

CABLE SERVICES 

FULL RATE CABLES 
The standard fast service at full rates. May be written !n any language that can be 

expressed in Roman letters or in cipher. 

~~ 
A fast ·message service consisting of words formed witho4t condition or restriction, 

counted at 5 characters per word. Minimum charge o! 5 words applies, 

DEF'ERREDS .~ 
P lain language messages, subject to being deferred in favor oL .full rate and CDE 

messages. 

NIGHT LETTERS ~ 
Overnight plain-language messages. Minimum charge of 25 words applies. 
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Pebrm 1!1 16, 1949 

JIJ' dear Dr. Garo1a1 

I am wr1tSng tbla letter juat atter returning 
tram Ar11ngtan Cemetel'J where t 11x Longor1a1 s 
bod:J waa buried th1e afternoon in an Sapresa1ve 
o ODJ • It; la m:1 a 1ncere hope tm t th1a brotight 
to the LOngor t .. 117 some measure ot grat1t1oat1an 
and rellet tram the embarrassment I know the7 must 
have telt during the past month 

117 -- all ot them -- aeem to be 
exoept1 l t · e people . We have •nJ079d bavSng 
them he 1 thO\lgh I wiah the o1rcumstancea ot 
our vS.a1t and ass~c1atlon could have been happier. 

U ever there 1a mi1 wq 1n wb1ob I ma7 be 
ot turtber service to them, S.t w111 be a pleasure 
to do wbate r I oan. 

I wleh to thank 7ou tor your helptulneaa , alao . 
Your aaa1atanoe has meant a at 4 1 , and I am 
gratetu.l . As I told 7ou, l have not aought and do 
not eek aDJ' personal att nt1cm tor ., small role 
Sn th1 • I hope there will be no further reason 
tor thla to 11nger 1n the newapape:ra or lnatigate 
unneoesaa17 oontentlon . 

Wlth rq best persoral regards, 

SinoerelJ, 

LJ'Dd.On B. John1on 

Dr. Heotor P. Garos.a , Pres1clent 
American GI Porum 

Oorpua Obr1at1 , 'l'exaa 

[1 of 2]
 



{

OFFICE 3-1508 

PHONES: RES. 3·2109 
EXCHANGI E 6347 

HECTOR P. GARCIA, M. D. 
3024 MORGAN AVENUE 

CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 

February 11 , 1949 

Senator lyndon Johnson 
Fouse of Senate 
~•"ashington , DoCo 

Dear ~enator lohnson : 

' 
fE8 \ 5 P •• 

Th.is is to let you know 1lrs . Beatrice 

Tongoria ; her daughter , Adelita and the other 

six persons will leave for 1ashington , D. Co 

at exactly 12 : 4U P . J.11. 0 on F.e.bruary 15 nnd will 

arrive at 8: 52 F • .1.1 o on the same day o They will 

return to Ccrpus Christi on February 16 around 

11:00 P .~ . 
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·. ··r;;l sy.mpathetic ii:ti l yoiur ·:;roblel! ­
Tl1' Scs:vJ.:f.tor doos t'ir~hty "'im:u 

,., ·th h ...... s.u .. Ju ... ) tr·_ .· m1 per so :.1,J co1"'1'. G{31-00C~c.:.1e0 J.i;:-'d 

J;.iggL"<l ~ .. on r ~- t, ··: arn r-1.- • I e t_joycd jetJttln.., 
yo·} -"' ,:,..o t qr of tho jJ th . I __ ·t~~r ~ '(L~::t ·ot. t,1 ut I 
~r: n<r:: ·-'~~m thcro wi '·L •. -rou 1•o,yo t.t'.1.""~.n.r:; thie StT.JSS~on . 
I i~ "':'t ..; .i. ~1.r--s "''1 . n"-,,...~·"' t~ ., "''' n ~ '11'".C' } o· - i"'f,_'l ~ .,.. 't.. • ~ vi . .!.., '\o" ., V (~ ~ llU"t. \:;J.--...,'1' .,l.....t (J. .l . .J..t.. ,. .;t: · r~i;.. J~ w.. ,,. J;. ;...._,,. '...,1-~4 

\#i!.iO to t _. ;1f) Jat W'ill e,1-;~o • l )t to J. -. ~ft 

!crm~; \i;l::{t ' o h ppen:U r.' . 

In identt1l .,r, ! hope tho:t. y t hn.vo no 
C-Ct t,110nt)C.1 0,'1 thi .. ) (h:l(;;:y ~'1"eStiga~ion Of t i j! 
rebi'll~1al of .t· cl:tx Lo: . ~ori ., I l r w~o S(.:nt J i.:, ki.lt~or 
~on~ in ·o:r.n..'ltion o~ i:t1 and :t hope ..:vhat y<Y* 1""01ation­
nhi~P vrl ~:h him io ' till f ic:rti:lly e1'10uf:h to '"k ere 
you l-:t:n1l< n•t · at,l:ing WJa to tea too c1.o:po. It-' 
e:'i:tr , ~s. . irr'· rei;, ti1 "' t.) . d tL~t t o jurit txJut hu..t.f' 
0 it. . 

Jo · 13. c 1 ll.,, 
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JACK B . BROOKS 

DISTRICT 19-1 

l!IE.AUMONT, TE.XAS 

Dear John: 

~tau uf Wna• 

~.OUM .of ~.p:~~~~­

,.u•tm 

February 14, 1949 

Pony Express, hell , I was just late in 1.rriting 
the letter ~nd didn't want my carbon copy to 
reflect it 1 

Your letter and the presentation of it to the 
Senator were appreciated and I'm sorry that 
Walley was so late in getting his application 
before the Senator . I also understand about 
the situation as it stands now . 

I now lack 13 hours in law school and I'm doing 
my best to make them up as soon as possible . 
Everything here is gradually beginning to pick 
up , but slowly . Joe is still in the Speaker's 
race and since then has picked up a few votes 
but the situation is not fully developed and 
I think that the race is still to be won . 

If there is anything I can do for you here or 
at home , be sure to let me know . And thanks 
again for your kindness and consideration . 

With kindest personal regards, I remain 

JBB/al 

Mr . John Connally 
Administrative Assistant 
United States Senate Bldg . 
Washington , D. c. 

COMMITTIEE:S: 

STATE. Al"P"AIRS 

COMMON CARRIE.RS 

BANKS AND l!IANKING 

INSURANCE. 

RULE.S 
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·Three RiverS,iY.} .r.i 

;I Absolved of '~;~:~ 
Race Prejudice-",., 

The people of Three Rivers, 
Texas, and the undertaker, T. 

I W. Kennedy, have been fully 
cleared of any taint . of racial 
prejudice or un-American activ­
ities in connection with the bur­
ial of Felix: Longoria, who was 
killed in the Phillipines, accord­
ing to R. H. Farley, executive 
secretary of the· Bexar County 

I 

~i~~tral America_n _Legion Coun-

The council placed itself reso-

1 

lutely on the s.ide of the people 
of Three Rivers when it adopted 
a resolution Jan. 27 completely 
clearing the community and con· 
demning the biased publicity 
given the case. 

One request has been re­
ceived from a San Antonio man, 
Farley said, asking to have the 
resolution recalled. "After a full 
and complete investigation, we 
are satisfied with the facts in 
the case, and we haven't any. 
thing to retract," Farley said. 
"The people of Three Rivers 
have no reason to apologize for 
their actions." .. . 

.. . -- .. · -·.....,; ·. 
GETS ASSIGNl\IEXT 

Sam Granata, ·504 Walton 
Ave., recently was appointed 
first lieutenant in the Texas 
National Guard and has been 
assigned as photo interpret~r. 
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~o~t ®ffite l)epattment 
POST OFFICE, SAN ANTONIO 5, TEXAS 

OFFICE OF THE POSTMASTER 

/ 

• 
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Dear s :Mr Jdmeaat 

Ia ICOC&'danoa with~ I a ou\lin.1- tc'i8tl1' 
bazw1\h the cmrn.nat.iona and· lnterut we had in the Longoria cue. 

Ueri&Pt~t, of State 1e not ooacerned 
.r.ta.<t,ter ot the plaoe ot btirS.a1 ot Feliz -

Glnce the D9pm- ot St.ate 1a ~ con-
cerned w1 th the ma1ntenanoe ot tr1 relatiom bl.._ the United 
States and ' , 8tl'I publiciV ot an adwrae na ewn ta1n 
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Paul'· . . 
~ Chief, Dt~ion ot ~ Altair• 
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Dr. Hector P. Garcia 
.3024 Morgan Avenue 
Corpus Christ:l, Texas 

Dear Doctor l 

GQ(I) NEIGHOOR COlDlISS ION 
Of 'fax: 
Austin 

State Capito! 
Austin ll, Texas 

2109 Second National Pank Bni l cti ~ 
Houston 2, Texas 
17 Januaey 1949 

After to 10\l and conf arm:lng to the ideas that 
were expreued at that ti.ma, I have the auggestiom to make to 70u. 

·we all agre• that the happet:Lng at Three Rivers is to be 
regretted• am we must bear in m:lild that - ~ repntation ot Texas will 
be at stake m· ltLstorJ"s 0 • r ot .our handling ot this very 
delicate matter. 

Ir you 111.U talk to the widolr ot 8alix Longoria am ask her if 
she would be ~ ble to a change ot plane ~tr th1a .lmar1can 
soldier' s ~would !le brought beck to '.leas tor reblria1 at Three 
Rivers, or at least :1n Texu, that I will assure i.r, and the Governor 
will do ~ po88ible to show her that he approves of this action, 
that it she and other member"s ot the t ~ care to go to Waab:l.rlgton, 
we will arrange fro all mllitm.7 honors along National l.eTels ~ 
be carried out in Waah1ngton and in her presence but bring the Hero• s 
'bc>d1' l:ack to TeJaUS where it should be• and would lave baen had 1 t not 
been tor whatever action that cans~ all of this. trouble. 

I am not condoning au;Ybod7 and I regret it as much as mvone 
could regret q1h1ng ot this sortJ but bear the thought in mind ~t 
Texu and all Texana and the children ot Texan8 now livillg will teel. 
the effect of the crit1o1sm, and we all know that none of thaa had 
~ to do with it. 
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Dr• Garcia Page 2 

17 hm:Jar.7 1949 

1'1w Good Mei gbbar Comm1 ssion ot the State ot Texas is working · 
constan~ to improve better relations be t.he and the 
Latins, which raa.1.lT means peopla of Mexican. our work o£ 
some years put, and also of the .tnture will be greatq baud1capped unless 
this ia aat:Latactor.1J¥ ed and it ia 'l1I¥ Ulought that ehe has an 
opporLmd~ to contrihlte one ot the .t.l.neat acts ton.rd this bet.t. 
und she 18 the Olib' one who can do 1 t. 

If she will COil'l87 to me her will.iDgneas, I will complete all of 
the 1:hinge that I ha'ft said in this let.ter. I will •ait ywr re~. 

I assure you that I app1'8Ciate your' continued intereat and your 
w1111ngne• to do that 70U because I hink that you' alao 
will have an oppo ·v ,~ do JIDOh. tor t.h1e llDdaratanding and develop 
a good record that .will live -er than JOU will U JOU can get this 
done. 

s~. 
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mm FCR THE FILES: February 25, 1949 
Re: Felix Longoria 
Summary of Conversations with Mr. Paul J. Reveley of the State Department. 

On January 13, after the story of the Longoria incident appeared on 
the front page of the New York Times, Mr. Paul J . Reveley, head of 
the Mexican Affairs of the State Department called me aid asked me to 
extend to Senator Johnson his congratulations on his action in arranging 
for the burial of Felix Longoria in the National Arlington Cemetery. 
Mr. Reveley stated that it was a most unfortunate incident which might 
have far reaching results, and he v.as particularly p1:7oud of the action that 
had been taken because he thought it would have a salutary effect · 
in our relations with Mexico . 

On I believe the 14th of January, Mr. Reveley called me back and said 
that he had received a call from the Mexican Ambassador about the incident 
and that he had attempted to relay all the information that he could 
to .Ambassador De La Colino. That the Ambassador was extremely interested 
in the incident because of the impending "workers' agreement" between 
the United States ·and Mexico . Mr. Reveley said that he had explained 
to the .Ambassador the tacts as he knew them but asked zoo if I would be 
good enough to call Ambassador De La Colino and tell him t he story. I 
told him that I would be happy to do so, and in eve-ry way that I 
possibly could try to explain to the Ambassador that the incident 
should not be a reflection on the people of Three Rivers, Live Oak 
Collllty or the State of Texas . That it was mere4r an isolated case 
which was indeed regretable but that the action taken by Mr. Kennedy 
of the Rice Funeral Home in no way reflected the feeling of the vast 
number of Anglo- American- Texans to the Texans of Latin- American extraction. 

The Ambassador was extremely courteous and extremely complimentary 
to the action taken by Senator Johnson and asked that I convey to 
the Senator his profound thanks for his courageous action in the matter 
and that he was most happy that arrangements had been worked out 
for the burial in Arlington National Cemetery. He asked if we 
would be kind enough to keep him informed as to the date , etc . of the 
burial inasmuch as he wanted to attend to place a wreath at the burial. 
I told him that I would be happy to keep him so advised. He likewise 
told m that he would relq the information that I had given him 
to the Minister or State in Mexico with whom he was going to talk in 
a short time { I had this information since Mr. Reveley had told me 
the reason the Ambassador had calleq him was in order to get all in­
formation possible since he was going tota.lk to the Minister of State 
in approximately 30 minutes) . 

Immediately after talking to the Ambassador, I called Mr . Reveley 
back and told him of our conversation, and he was highly pleased 
with the Ambassador ' s reaction, and the fact that he was going 
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Memo for Files Cont ' d. 
Page 2 
February 25, 1949 

Re : Felix Longoria 

to pass along the story as I had told it to the Minister of' State. 
Mr. Reveley at that time said that he was going to talk to Ambassador 
Thurston in Mexico City and give him the full story in order that 
he might take some action to see that the · story was not played up 
too mu.ch in the Mexican press because the American representatives 
were on their way to Mexico City to begin negotiations on the Workers 
Agreement. 

Mr. Reveley pointed out th.at in the past few years , including last 
year, that the agreement in which the United States signed with 
:Mexico concerning Mexican wor kers entering the United States durirg 
cer tain periods or 1he year to harvest crops , etc .~ excluded Texas 
because of' incidents· which had arisen regarding the treatment of' 
Mexican labor in the State. Mr. Reveley told me that he thought 
that the inci dent might have a disasterous affect on their negotiations 
unless they were able to present the solution in such a wa:y as to 
counteract the incident itself'. Mr. Reveley explained that the people 
in Texas had bitterly complained, and justifiably so, about the United 

. States signing ~ agreement with a foreign country which agreement 
discriminated against one of our states (namely, Texas) , and that 
the State Department was doing everything in its power to work out 
a new agr eement 'Whereby Texas would be included in the treaty as 
all other states . 

From that day on I talked almost daily to Mr . Reveley about the matter . 
He was extremely inter ested concerning all the details . When at one 
tj:me it appeared that the funeral might be held at Three Rivers or 
Fort Sam Houston, Mr. Reveley said "Although the State Department 
could take no official action since all participants in the matter 
were American citizens, yet they were deeply interested in the matter 
and he hoped that we would do everything possible to see that the · 
funeral was held at the Arlington Cemetery and that it be made into 
as big an occasion as possible, with as many notables present as 
possible . He stated that his only interest again was in seeing that 
the burial itself' was of such moment that it would completely overcome 
the incident itself in the minds of' the Mexican Government." 

At one time when I told Mr. Reveley that Felix Longoria would probably 
be buried along with 19 other dead, Mr. Reveley asked that we hold 
a separate funeral for Felix Longoria and that he not be buried with 
the other 19. 

I kept Mr. Reveley informed generally of' the arrangements concerning 
the body and the various dates set for the funeral . He continued 
to call me about the matter, emphasizing the importance that it 
might have, all be it unof'icia.lly, on our· negotiations and relations 
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Memo for Fi les Cont ' d. 
Page 3 · 
February 25, 1949 Re : Felix Longor ia 

with Mexico . He pointed out that of course the Mexican govemEnt 
officia~ could take no position in the matter since Felix Longoria 
was an American citizen, but that that wasn ' t the point at all- not 
what they said officially but how· they felt unofficially would more 
often than not affect our relations with them. On several occasions 
he told me that although the Mexican State Department could take no 
offici al action on the matter that if we could for us to impress 
upon Dr . Garcia of the Good Neighbor Commission or upon the family 
that the State ·Department was interested in seeing the funeral held in 
Arlington because of the salutary effect it would have on the whol e 
matter. 

In every conversation we had with Mr. Reveley, he was extremely 
complimentary of the action taken by the Senator and said he felt 
though that the problem '!'as mu.ch larger than a personal one between 
Mrs . Longoria and the tcwn of Three Rivers- that it had become an 
international incident, which we should watch very carefully in · 
order that our relations with Mexico not be hindered. . 

Mr. Reveley was ·at the funeral, along with Mr. Sierra, First Secretary 
of the Mexican Embassy, with a Mexican Army Official and a .Mexican 
Naval Official attached to the Embassy, who brought a huge wreath 
from the Ambassador. Also present at the funeral ~s Major General 
Harry Vaughn, Aide to the President of the United States, who had 
called Senator Johnson on his own initiative stating that he wished 
tc be present at the burial representing the President of the United 
States and ask that we keep him informed as to the date, etc . 

Yesterday, February 24, I talked to Mr. Reveley again, who was very . 
interested in the impending investigation in the Texas legislature . 
He had received a clipping about it. I asked him at that time 
whether or not the incident had delayed, stopped or interrupted our 
negotiations on the "Workers • Agreement" with Mexico . He said, "Wait 
a moment--!'ll ·talk '00 one of the men who was in Mexico negotiating 
the agreement" (I believe his name is Wilson) . Mr . Reveley came 
back to the phone and he said that he could not say that the incident 
had delqed, interrupted or stopped our negotiations but that notwith­
standing the arrangements which had been made for the burial the 
incident had naturally "complicated" the negotiations . He went on 
to say that if the arrangements which were made for the burial.had 
not been made then the answer to my question might: be entirely 
different. He said fort unatel.Y that the arrangements tO bury Felix 
Longoria in Arlington Cemetery had a most salutary effect on the whole 
incident and that those arrangeme.nts had been published (as a result of his 
talk to .Ambassador Thurston and Ambassador De La Colino's talk to his 
Minister ·or State) in the Mexican newspa~e be :tt::a: negotiations had 
begun. 

Ja y 
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taro FCll mHIWl I cc 0 ~ ~ 1liaey as, l9ll9 
lea FeUx Longoria · 
&•t I l'q t4 Corlwnatiou with Mr. Paul J . 11.n'ele1' ot the State De~ 

on Jem&a17 u, .aftier the stc:Jry' ct the Loagori& incident appearecl on 
the t:ront Pas• of \il'ae rw ton ti.a, ur. Paul J . Rewl87, head ~ 

· tht ·Vez:tom Attain at the st.ate~ callod Gld u1rad to 
-~ to Senator JohnlOJl hi• OOAaNtul.atioaa on hie acU. in a&'81181na 
t• trbe bur,la1. of Felix Sn the Ra\t.onal Ar~ • 

• fteWla7 at.tad that ·1i wae a llDlt unt ta incident wb1cb ldlht 
ba'fe ter N•~Szc renlta, -1 · -. ~rll" Pl'O'IJd ot the action that 
bad been ~ becau8e be tbought it would haw a ~ ettect 
1D our relation.a w1tb Me:1oo · . 

OD I b8lJaw the lbt.h ot JaD\1817, Hr. iewl&J' Nlled me back and Aid 
that be had rw1Wd a call troa \be AmbaaMdor about the incident 
and. that be had atti 11P to N1ar' all tll8 intor-.Uon \hat be c0\1ld 
to Allblal.m'I' J.1e La Collno That the AabUeador WU iD.tareated 
1n the ~ bee&uae ot the -...ricers' • be1iween 
the United tatee ad , • Hr. add that bl bad explained 
t.o the . the tao'9 as be knew th9 mt aat9d ire U I would bt 
good .__ to . call Am Pe La r.ollno and tell Ida he •t.oJ.7 I 
t.old i.:ia tba\ I wuld bl to ru, 801 ad Sn ew17 ~ that I 
~- could ....,. to . '° ~ that t.tlO tnmdant 
lboultl not be ren...,Uon on t.he . ot Three R1wra1 Liw oak 
Comt.r or the tate ot '--• 1bat wu - an illolated cue 
which was 1meed repetable but tha\ the ac\1.on taken b¥ hnDed1' 
ot the Rice 1'1men1 Hcmt ln no ,,.,. retleotied t.be teeliag ot the YU\ 
number ot Alfb tta'8ll8 to the T..- ot XA~ atnction. 

!he Arabu88dar was extftml.1 ooun.oua and ~ complimntu-7 
to t.be aou. taken bf s~ ~--- and 8llked that I OODNJ ttO 
the Senator hie pmti tbanka tor·h'ls oourapoua actSml :lD \he .-t.ter 
and that he wee aon bapw that ~- had 'b&en ..-1114 out. 
tor the bt.lr1a1 in ArUactAm Hat1onal ~ He ulcad 1t we 
would be 1d.nd anovab to keep h1m informed . to the date, et,c. of the 
burial 1na•acb u ha wanted to a\t.Mld to plw a wreatb at the mrial 
I \old bJa tha'\ I w~ be baPJIT t.o Jmep lda ~ He lJ.1Dsrd.ae 
told • th&\ be would l91q Vie information that 1 hfad. givan hill 
'to the USaieter ot State 1D d.co· wi 1h wht:a he &°'Ill to talk in 
a abort tme. ( I had tb1a intorstion since Ur. ~ bad told me 
the :reuon the Allbam.dor had oa11a d td:m 1'U 1n Oldest to pt. aU in­
tormat4.on ibla 81nce be wu gotag totallc to the ia.m..t.. ot state 
in. ~ 30 ud.nutea) . 

r. rtiatel.7 aftei' t.lldng to the Amb18H.dor1 I called Mr. 
beck and told him ot our conversaUon, and hew as h1ghl1' · pleaaed 
wt~ the ~-.a •a reactton, th8 tact that he wu gotDg 
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Memo tor Filea Cont'd• 
,... 2 
Februu7 2S, 191&9 

Rea Felix Longoria 

to p- along the •tori' u 1 bid told it to the IUDiater of State. 
ur. at. taat ~ aa1cl that be was going to t.a1k t.o Am r , 

. Thurston 1n uexsoo c1v nl gt -lda \be tull •tori' lD order that 
.. ldlht ta. .,.. •\1m to .. that tbe • ....,. plAQ9d up 
too moh 1n b . prue beoauee the ts 
ware on their wq to · C11" t.o begin 1&t4oml on the lorlcers 

Frm that. dlJir oo l talked ~t da1Jr to · .- abou't the •tter. 
·He ne Sn tad. _,,._ all the · ~-;ben at one 
Um it. that \118 twltwal aiP\ ht bald at RiWJrS 01· 
Fort, Sa.ti llOlt8 _. BawleJ Mid •UthnSh the State Depll'Vml\ 

. oould taD • act ainCe an ~oipaat.e in the :t•W 
wen Al8r1oan c1\hena t.beJ' were deepl7 intcmaut.ed 1n the ter 
and ha hoped t.bat .. would. do t.o 806 that the 
fuDeftl. -. held a\ Vl.e Ar~ CmeUtl'T and that ·1\ be made into 
u l:dc an u ., with u ~ notable& ~esent. u 
potdbl.9 He • :tecl tba\ b:l• onl1' int.rest ap1n Tl88 ill ~ that 
the burial S.taelt \f88 of 8uch ...zit that 1t. uld. te1;r ~ 
the . indd«kt iteelt ill the ll1Dde ot the Llexic.n Govm ament. • 

At one ~ wNID I tolAl Ur. that Felix lMl&Oria ~ pioba~ 
be buried along w1 th 19 o dea&l, • wi., aslcad that n hold 
a eepwate funeral tor Fali& Longoria and .that be not be buried w1 th 
the o.ther 19 • .. 
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with M..S.00 He poin\ed out t.ha\ of course t.be Me.dean oovunaat 
offto1aJl1' cODld take DO podtion 1n '1tia t.ter since Felix IOQPll':!L& 
ne -an · o1 bit. t.hat t.hat t the poin\ at a.u~llO'f, 

·• Mid . ~ bu' bo9 -.,. ·relt. ~-would ·more 
.often tal&lll not •eon our relatione with en •• ocouicma 
be told • \bat altiboulh the Varto8n state it could take no 
oftic1al action on the -'tw -..t it we could t~ ua to 111tll'atlta 
upon Dr. ~ :l.a ot t.IMt Ooocl lfeSChllDr Comdealca or upoe the f--......-..:. 
tha\ the SW.t.e WN inteftMI in eee1rlg. the twwn.l. held 1a 
kl!. baoa erteat it would haW on \ha Whole 
mattAr 

JD ..-.r . • we had With Rawi., he ,,.. mA1"119l.Y 
~ flt the o Wcm the tor and aid he felt 
~ t.ba~ tho , wee· luger ~ a o one be---
11re. and ti. town of , . Ri t, 1t had .. an 
~ · 1lh1cb we ehould watch ..,..,,. c~ in 
~irr that our t.i"'8 w1V! no\ be h1ndeNd 

llM!Wt.Mrr as at the .. alOD.g with • S Ftret Saer.ldmr'V' 
-.. .... iu. 1111:.1871 with a Ma.s:!.ean U., Off1cial and a MU1~111 

tbe · 1lbo a lmr>• 
· ., at the 1br9 l -.. ......... _ 

Hat17 Va Aide to the ident of the Uni~ Sta who had 
called Sm.ta Jolmoon on h18 arm 1n1 tiw eta that. be wl8hecl 
to be at the burial trt 'U1e President. of the United 
Sta ard Mic tb&t. w keep hill 1ntormd·as to the date, etc. 

'IT .. •=•-u 2ti, I ta1D4 '° Ur• ~ -iA1 1lbo .a ftX7 
---··-..· inw81'4IOI ta the T8Y..U lea18l.Mtu.._ 

He bad :lftd a all ~ 1'- I Del hia at tba' ts. 
whttbar or not th• incident had delapd. etoppecl or iBterruptlcl our 
mgo\iattana on ttte awc:irke:ra• with o He Hl.4 •att 
a I•U talk to one ot the man who AS 1n Slaico U. 
the ~· (I beUne h1I name 1a \llflleon) . l4r. a..J.ey cam 
blck to the Jbone he said tba\ he oould not lllW' tha\ th4' incideS 
had in or •topped our necotiaUoae wt. that no11r1 th-
•tandiDC the wbioh bid been lllde tor 1he burial the 
inc1dent had na~ ~ n the negot4ationa. do went on 
to aq that. 1t the wh1oh wen r*1e tor the bar1a1 Md 
no\ beml made- then the i.__. to .., qua aight be entiftl1' 
ditf enn He aid tortuna t.tuat the t.o Felix 
toDaoria 1n Arlingtc C tel7 Md • moat on the whole 
inc!dent am that ttioee .....-me hid been pibl.UbK (aa a rff'Ult of hi• 
.talk to Ambauador 'ftmnton and Am or De La CoUno•a talk 'kl b1a 
ttt.niater of State) in the Ue.d.can nenpapere before the negot1at bad 
begtm 

John B. Conna' l1' . 
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~ · 1:<F.~O w~Cb.1 'fir; ". !t.:.G t 
~- ltelL......, ~~!&, 
s~ ·of Coa~:~atitAI \dth n;r., .Pau1 J . t"&verla:r · 

l .Janu~il17 l), .:f+.~ t: .s toq . ~· IM !~z :;:Ol"ia uttiden~ ap1':le~ on 
tl:-or~t p~e ·9t ~ :.: i~, o.• York ' .;,~n, r,~ .. ~ .• :·au>t J ,. I , .\\lo:y1 fit~.~~vl ·.nf 

i10 . ,trA.:l~ Att .. · J?a 1 +, ·w :a.mto · \~-; ~~m c· · llett . :· . ""Ki. .ri:al«m r:~ to 
e'.le•nd 'to S~tor Jobt'lQ,on ht~ eo~~~hu.at!onsr on 1\in t*.btian tri P31'11l&irll~ 
f.011 tllO if<Ji. · . al }~e~~ J;loF;or.· l.~ :.~~· 'f7" tio~·l .A: · ·;.J .~ .) CoJ~~~·· 
1\!. • ~~owl~ ntated tllll. t it w•e a i~nr~ t~or·ti' -. ; ~ it'· .ji®:l\ ~rl'dcb A :, {b. ~ 
!'$~ t- ro~i~ retiU.lta, anti h0 l~ 1:~t~t~et~la1~11 I*'Oud o:t "tli0 ~tioo t hGt 
~~* ·~. t J..~m t~a~ tie ho\" it ·~:e, ~ . i· im .. Li- ·. 1 .~1 et act 
w .out-1 ralations ,\d.th 1~.e"1~. ·~ "~~. 

~a~ ~a;~tmtia~ \" ~ ~:"{~~Mi~ ll~ em.11~~-- '"$; ~1tl ~~.J~~:)~t · > -~'ipl.~1'.:n'W'Jt 
to. . n l11 r:· l.'.)!k~t* ,f(thllSOfl t~l~ . ~· .:1ro:. thnt. ,p COtlV'O'( ' tu 
':t~· 10£0~1 t ~ . nit~ .ro:r td.s ®%~ · N)U\lS .f~tta?.1 in the ~~ · r 

m1d t,tio'ti ht;J. l'tU mos't ~lGJ w ta: .at ~~€h~et;1 · .. rroo had ':~en ~:)~~a ,~Glt 
:to!' o 1:lal ·. f. l~ rn 'f,L t:u'>Tml ti~ '~-~· Hr asked i 1~ 
w01- ~ ~1'l onoi~~l1 ~ l~~ep biln inf~ :.w ~ .. tLo d&ta,s- ate. oi th'0 
t ~~~ ,11.ti hn ':[ , ~" · ~ t · 'ltf·· ~ to pL,'co a ~~ .th, at ·u1e ~io.l. 
l tohi bim tba" ..;, "l0~1i ' , illt!'>:W to "~ ".ts so nd:\'"is-$d. i" l\l l..ikev;l.s{)' 
told ~ t~1~ .. t l\~ ~:1i>l~ld N :l . ·r ttl~, tnt~~tion tti .. ;t, I btid siv~ lltlli1:4' 
t,o the i · , .if..~ : ~mw it1 i:o.· .co ntb ii.,~ ·" ~eb- t ~ , · ~ talk in 
a tlbort. ~ ( :t: !?.ad thit~ irJ~C}JtootiM ~1~1*~ U~t ReYi# C:jt ii.~tl "OOld ~ 
'~~ ~n/ t:r~ ,~ · 110am.1~aot ''*~, cn~lled h~ ~ in o. - ·~ to !Ot r.ell is:t• 

to - t.i.011 po$:t 'tlL· ·siACG l ~ u BO ~ to t~J- tic . 
. ift ~p~~ly ;.o ~tt&a). 
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a fJ8W ;:t,,_:1orto bV ''lif'~,·~~ ,n 

ell. otber •• ._. 

I to]4 ~ that Feliz 1on&olU wou.ld tab\7 
be ~ w1 th 19 ot.bar detd1 • aaked tha\ w hold 
a eepante tunen1 tor Feliz and tha:\ be not tur:Sad . th 

other 19. 

11. a.Lll'''~ .... ~°"' t._nr1~""'-' ~ ot the ~ cam:e.."l~ 
arioull data .et tor the continued 

to aall. at.out. the '8r eapbNl1atac u. ~ -ttw.t. 1\ 
r:deh\ haw, all be 1\ unotio~ on oar ncot.t.ationla and relatione 
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ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRE.TARY OF STATE 
' WASHINGTON 21. D. C. 

PERSONAL JI 

Dear Senator Johnson : 

MJ\R 11 P. M. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

March 8 , 1949 

In accordance with your request , I am outlining 
briefly the nature of the interest I had in the Longoria 
case , with appropriate mention of telephone conversations 
with Mr . John Connally of your office . 

As you know , the Department of State is not concerned 
officially with regard to the matter of the place of 
burial of Felix Longoria , a s the veteran was a native­
born American citizen , although of Mexican ancestry . Un­
fortunately , newspaper articles regarding the case re ­
ceived adverse publicity in the lexican press and were 
not conducive to the strengthening of relations between 
the United States and . Mexico . .Anticipating the nature 
of this press comment , I telephoned your office immed­
iately upon reading the account of the incident in the 
"New York Times" for the purpose of obtaining all avail­
able information concerning the circumstances and to ex­
press to you my opinion that the proposed Arlington burial , 
in accordance with' the wishes of the widow , would probably 
receive positive treatment in the Mexican press . 

Shortly thereafter , I telephoned Mr . Connally to ad­
vise him that I intended talking with the American 
Ambassador in Mexico City for the purpose of outlining to 
him the developments so that he would be fully advised 
when the story broke in the Mexican newspapers . It is , 
as you know , standard practice to inform our ambassadors 
·abroad a~ promptly as possible with regard to ·incidents 
in this country which might be criticized adversely abroad . 
As you already know , the solution which you proposed (the 
burial of Felix Longoria ' s body in the Arlington Cemetery) 
was given publicity in Mexico at about the same time as the 
original press comment , and shortly before the beginning of 

The Honorable 
Lyndon Johnson , 

United States 0enate . 

our negotiations 
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our negotiations with the Mexican Government on the matter 
of the workers ' agreement . The matter was mentioned to 
our negotiators on several occasions during the course of 
the negotiations as an example of anti- Mexican f.eeling in 
Texas . However , as stated above , concurrent press pub­
licity accorded the plans for the Arlington burial appear 
to have a positive counteracting effect . 

Since. the Department of State is primarily concerned 
with the maintenance of friendly relations between the 
United States and Mexico, any publicity of an adverse 
nature , even faintly indicating discrimination against 
Mexican people as such , is of course of great interest 
to this Division . 

My purpose in discussing this matter on several 
occasions with !Vlr . John Connally was in order to inform 
myself with regard to general developments and concerning 
the arrangements for the funeral, not only for the purpose 
of observ.ing such developments with a view to their possi ­
ble effects on relations between the United States and 
Mexico as stated above , but because I wished to attend the 
funeral in the capaci~y of a private American citizen. 

Sincerely yours , 

[2 of 3]
 



• 

I 
I 

' 

~ 
'l 

I 

1 • March 12. 1949. 

' \ 
PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

\ Dear Frank: 
\ ' 

. \ l 
. \ Supp ementina our telepho converaation, I am quoii~ 

~u a. paragraph of · letter that ·1 received today from the .Dei 
1t1' rtment of State bout the Lon1orla. incident: ; ·, 
:~ " ·1 . 

l'I I I 

{i. \. ..-&hortly there r, t te pho d Mr. C lly to 4 · .. ' 

f {hl + that I intended · lk with the . r c n Amba1aador . .'.· ·, 
Me"1co· City for the purp ee of ou to him the development~ .. 

. . •o t he ould be fully advla when the 1 ry brok in the Me~ 
can·aewapapera . It la, as you know, a ndard p c:tlc to o ' · '! ·" 

,. I ouz: mbaaaadors abroad a s promptly aa poasibl with re1 rd,'. to \ 
1 

;/ / ,incldents iD thi• c ry which might be. criticized adve .. lY ,~ . °'' 

I A abrbad . As you alre know. the aolu on which you propos~P, \ 
/~ (th~ burial of Felix Long I •s body ln the ArUqton Cemetery \ 

/ wa .• · ~iven publicity ln Mexico at about the same time as the '.or'. iD..al 
I p~l_s, comm.en , and shortly before the beatnnlaa of our ne&;·oti"·· 

. / ~o~~ 'with the Mexican Gov rnm on the ma r of the worke ' 
/ · a'gre•ment. The matter waa men: ioned to our negoti•tora on 1 

1 
1 1~everal occa&iona durina the course of the ott. tiou &~/ .... 1 \ 

; xample of - extcan feelt.na ln Texa . However. aa at.a.~ed ! -~ 
.'above, conc:_urrent press llci accorded the ana for ti. \ 

;' Ar a bul'lal ap ra to have a po1t ve co ~·~ t.:# ct. \. 

Thia la not for pu llc:atlon a inc they do not wiab \o ;~ em 
broUed ln the c ov ray for fear that lt would only a · \ 
our relation• with M xico, but I wanted you to know W r \ 
own rao information. \ 

With beat wiahea, I am 
Since y, \ 

" ' 
war .. 101tr.:·~M11 
Honorable Frank Oltorf. 

ate Legi•la re, 
· Au•tln, T•xaa. 

Lyndon s .. 1ohnaon. 
/ ~v. /\I\ 
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,,. .. 

[Front]
 



[Back]
 



Llarcll 7, 1949 

· Dear Dant 

'lbe let.tar A'Oll HOlllln' ~WU tiful 
and wae just another illusintion of the mastertul 
way in 1lh1ch 1V'l do bua11nlt88. 

Honorable Dan Quill 
Poe tauter 
San .Anbm1o Texu 

• 
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vmnlUlll '"J ·~ ·· uvll meet· be 
~( ings. 

BILL TO 1PURIFY1 

'.8.- TEXAS POLITICS 

"h· 
eVt 

aga._ 
repE: 

A · 
BY ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Du· AUSTIN, Feb. 28.-The House the 
hos- Monday passed on second read· bur~· 
shot ing a bill plugged as a measure tom 
ight "to purify the political situa· higt 

tion" in Texas. Sch• 
1 a Speaker Durwood Manford boc 

named a five-member commit- and 
'Iler tee to investigate the contro- Dw 
wa~ versy over re-burial of a Texas 'I 
~h. f Latin-American soldier killed on com 
~ ie Luzon. Rep. Cecil Storey of job. : 
.ones Longview was named chairman. the 
fight Other members are ·Reps. Frank Chur 

bullet Oltorf of Marlin, 0. E. Cannon of $~ 
of Corpus Christi, Tom Cheat- covr 

vering ham of Cuero and Jam es Marvin 16-y· 
Windham of Livingston. to $' 

1 to a The proposed election law by of 
it later Rep. Deno Turfares of Wichita qui 

Falls would require state offi· --, 
ice hos- cials serving terms of more than i. 
a wish two years to resign before they n 

can run for another state office. 

RULLETINS 
... lNVITED 2~ 

M'. 
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Dear U18e Longoria• 

Tbmk JOU tor ~ letter I appreoiat.e 
7fll1r writing about. the pie that app .... 14 
in the and I haw tallest wi\b 

• -ured me that it wUl 
be t to JO" and the f~ along with 
the letter !rm the Senatc.r, at an 881'17 date 

All ot ue 10\lr U.1 t and I hope 
'that this entire •t'Wi' bu been ocmclmed to 
the aaid.afaction ot all. 

. SSnoereq, 

[1 of 3]
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'l'h1I 1e 
. eolD.Uar. All 
w.l.dor' a ·pnm11'.\a"t'. 

to her. 

f 

Johnson 

• 
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BEXAR COUNTY CENTRAL COUNCIL 

ot 

AMERICAN LEGION INC. 
205 W. French Place 

SAN ANTONIO 1, TEXAS 

March 7th ,1949 . 

Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson 
U. S . Senate 
Washington , D. C. 

Dear Senator Johnson: 

I; MAR 11 A.M. 

Thank you for your letter of February 16th, 1949 . 

It was not our purpose to place the blame for the publicity 
of the Lon;,:;oria buri al . 

The char~ e of being unAmerican , or inciting racial di s crimination 
agai~st a Veteran , or as in t.his case, against an entire Com­
munity , is a very grave and ser i ous a ccusation . 

Our interest in this entire matter was the sincere hope 1 that 
i n the future , more discr etion and caution would be usea to 
prevent a recurrence of this sort of unpleasantnesss . 

[2 of 5]
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March 9, 1949 

Jfy dear Ur . Long I 

I appreciate greatly your letter of the fourth , cl.arit71DI the 
cir tancea ot the reaolution I received trom Mr. Farl97. Your re-
assur•.nce wae gratif71• and enoourqing to me. 

lly pert in the incident at Three Rivers was small . I felt it 
was certainq IQ' du't.7 to do what I could to see that Feliz Longoria 
rGc ived the decent , Chrietian, American burial to which he wae en­
titled. 

Let me a~aure 7ou that 1111 action was taken without reaard to 
any political implicationa what,eoeYer and it certainq ••• not lf'I¥ in­
tention to caet ~ reneotion upon the commun1t7 or Three Rivera or 
the State of T ••· On the other hand, I was attempting to arrive 
at a solution of the probl••hich would prevent that nr.r thing 
trom happening . I of course r et aa much ae anyone the no . r1et7 
which hae attended the incident there , and I assure 7ou that ·1t 
was not brought about thro b any actiona ot mine. The pu.blicitJ' 
which was given to the matter originated sole}1' in Texu and ·was 
eo•thiDi over which I had no oontrol . 

It was thought.tul ot 70u to write aa you did . U ever I 
my be of service to 7ou or your Council or &l'J1' members ot 1:ha Legion 
in Bexar Count7, please do not hesitate to call on me . I will be 
trol.7 happy to go to bat tor you or ,.our berahipwheneftr I can 
do so . 

With my warm garde and deep gratitude, I am 

' Sin ~' 

11r. Homer a. Lona, Chairman 
Bexar ~ t,. Central Council 
The American ion 
20$ w. French Place 
Ban Antonio , Texas 

Jbc dj 
war - loncoria, telis 

Lyadon B. Johnson 
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~ COUNTY C~TRAL COUNCIL 
OF 

AM.ffiICAN LEGION, INC., 
205 W. French Place, 

· San Antonio 1, Texas, 

Hon. Lyndon B. Johnson, 
United States Senator, 
Senate Office Building, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

My dear Senator: 

March 4, 1949. 

I have read the resolution of the Bexar County Central 
Council of American Legion, dated January 27th, signed by Mr. R. 
H. Farley, Secretary-Treasurer, and also your letter of February 
16th, addressed to Mr. Farley • . 

The purpose of this letter is to advise you that at least 
9rtl> of our membership consider you our friend and we were for you 
in the past am are for-you now. It is veey regrettable that this 
resolution came into your hands as it was never put before the 
Council and voted upon. There was a motion made to pass a reso­
lution such as was sent; however, this motion was tabled. 

As ChairJOan of the Bexar County Central Council of the 
American Legion you are advised by me the resolution was never 
authorized by the Council, and I personally took Mr. Farley to 
task for having sent the resolution and for having signed it, 
as it is my prerogative to sign all reeolutions as Chairman of 
the Council. 

It is believed any further action would just further 
agitate the matter, but I want to give you my assurance that 
your actions in the Felix Longoria case are most commendable and 
we thank you for having gone to the trouble and expense of en­
deavoring to help a soldier who gave his life for his cOWltry. 

It is nzy opinion that matters of this kind do not come 
uni er the jurisdiction of our Council arxi that we should not 
have taken any part in it, and certainly Kr. Farley should not 
have signed the unauthorized resolution. . · 

Please be assured that this has not injured you in any 
way, but to the contrary has perhaps helped you. 

Assuring you of my high esteem for you, and with good 
wishes, I am, 
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Call Arthur Perry. Senator Connally has received this telegram this morning: 

I will appreciate definite information as to whether or not recent 

tqtxt labor contract negotiations between U. S. and Mexico were 

delayed, interrupted, or stopped as result of the publicity o! the 

Longoria incident at Three Rivers, Texas . 

J. F. Gray 
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STYLES •RIDGES, N. H., CHAIRMAN 
CHAN CIURNEY, S, DAK. KENNETH MC KELLAR, TENN, 
C. WAYLAND llROOKS, ILL. CARL HAYDEN, ARIZ:. 
CLYDE M. REED, KANS. ELMER THOMAS, OKLA, 
JOSEPH H. llALL, MINN. MILLARD E. TYDINGS, MD, 
HOMER FERGUSON, MICH. RICHARD •· RUSSELL, CIA. 
KENNETH S. WHERRY, NEBR, P'AT MCCARRAN, NEY, 
GUY CORDON, OREG, JOHN H. OVERTON, LA, 
LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, MASS. JOSEP'H c. O'MAHONEY, WYO. 
MILTON R. YOUNG, N. DAK. TH£0DORE .-RANCIS GREEN, R. lo 
WILLIAM P', KNOWLAND, CALIP'. 
HENRY C, DWORllHAK, IDAHO 

EVERARD H. SMITH, CLERK 
CECIL H. TOLaERT, ASST. CLERK 

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
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Hon. ~ Be Jolm9on 
United. ta.tee senator 
Senate Ottic• &dlding 
·uMng 2s. n. c. 

dear Smator1 · 

I lave nad. \118 rnolut1on ot tbe ilexalt Comirf 
ntnl counc ot AMrican LegMG, d&t.ed 27th namct. bT 

• arle7 sene -Treaauftr, and aleo 1\lUI' letter ot 

..wu.,, l6tll addNeaecl to • Farlq• 


purpoee of thia 1-' r ia adViae 10U that 
at l-t 90% of our p consider 70\\ om- tr1encl and •• wre 
tor J'OU in the put and are tor rou now. It 1a 'fflrJ regretU.b.1.9 t, 
tll1a rHOlutlon ca. into ~ banda ae it wu nnw pat before the 
CounoU and voMd T1aere wu a mott.On ade to -~ a re10lution. 
such as waa , tll1a · wu • · ~-. 

u Chairiaan ot the s.. Count7 c~ councu ot· 
the Amrican LeaiOD JOU are adY1ead • • tho ~•'llution was nner . 
authoriNd -. ti. CCNDe . and I t.ook • rwi., to tutc· 
tor ba'fing sent. t.he ruolution and 1 1\1 as 1\ 1• If' 
PNl'Ol•td:ve \o •ian all rettolutiona u Chairrlan of the council 

It 18 belie tJl'f7 tUl'thel' actilm would Jv.n further 
agitate the at.tor, bu' I want. to _, ve J"Ol1..,, aesurance that~ 
actions 1n the Felix case are most, coamnd.able and we thank 

gone to the tro . of ·~ to help 
a aol<U.Atr 8o gaw h1a lite tor hits countl'J'. 

It ia ., OIJilr1oft that tten or tb1a ldnci do 
not come tDlel' the jviediotlon ot <NI' council am that we should 
not haw talctm..,.,, part in it1 and ~ J.tr . FV181 abould not, 
haW aipecl una.utboriud re90lu 

PlMee be aNUl'8d that th1a b.88 not injured 70U 1n 
8f1I' n:r1 tot to the contnr.r. bu perbapa helI*l J'OU• 

AlltNring 1'Al ot 11\'f high eateeJa tor 7ou, arMl w1th 
good wiahe•I I •1 

Siacerel.7, 
I•/ Hoaei' a. Lons, Cba11wn 
Bexar co.v c tnJ. Council, ot 

American LagiGft, Inc . 
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~ ~~b : ' 19~. 

nrm. upw.n ;3* J~~~(m, 
united. ~" ta\eG ~"'~ . ·~ wr 
~s. · . te Oft1o~ l)li:Wii1f1 
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tAli& ~aolutim c-~ into ~· b~s 1t 'WM ~wr ·)nt tot~ 1'bs 
Co'~il. ~~voted~.. 'J.hera tc · ~mo· ::.LOfl: :~ to ~1~~ Qi. resol:.l .t.1.Ql'l 
:$~ aa m1y .so-ntf ~Nor, on V~·bl • 

.~,;.1ons 

jt,,U fry!!' : 
nso.""'d.i: 

A,s Ch.au1~ ot· the 

l t in ·y ~.)~m$~~m t•$.at ir tter · 
i~·& com w.1UQ1"' th. · "' oua~ e··~mcd.l~ JU~ioo ~t:it no
11' t. h ~e ttz:~m ·~ p~~t !l\ it., i.!~,id c~rtt~? 1ly !:~· . 
• '"ii ~d the1 t-C:",tiCl t ·o.r1~w.J ;rosol:u. ..;{. 

i?l ~~DO he I( aut"'v 
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