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Jlarch 23, 1949 

Dear Traviss 

VAD7 thanks for the cow ot 7our 

correspondence with E. B. llcteroJ'. 

I was verr inter ated in hie re-

actione to the Longoria case and am cleeJi11' 

gratehl for 70ur repq. 

Sin~ 

LJnc,ton B. Johneon 

Hon. Travis 
The Firat National Bank 
Bryan, Te:xaa 

jbc dj 
1oncorSa caae 
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Hr. B.~~ 
Carrizo(~ing • Tau 

Dear Hae: 

1!:9TABLISHl!:D 1873 

March 2lat 
Ot Our 76\b Year 

1949 

MAR 2 2 P.M. 

. We ••clotte dllpl.ioate depoait Blip cov 1ng three items to 7our 
credit - 7our letter ot the 17th. 

Since 7our accowd, ia •77. 91 orerdraw, inatead ot pl&tiq tbia 
amount on 7ovr not.e, I · am crediting it to 7our _account to get 7ou. o\ilt ot the 
red ink on the ledger sheet . It doesn't make a &reat deal ot ditterence aDT­
wq, as I still t1gure 7ou are all ve and atill get 7our -11 at Ca.rriaQ Spring• 
and I am not part,icularq worried about 7ou ret, • when that U.• come• I ld.ll 
let 7ou know. · 

In connection with thft. last agrapb ot 7our let t.er, I appreciat• 
7our apparent interest 1n the Lat!. ~Ii.can ease at Three .Rivers, Texas insofar · 
ae it conc.-na our autual good t'riend Ifnd~n B. Jobnaon, preaent.q t.be Junior 
Senator troa Tuaa, aid the chap llhoa 7ou ..,..t to such ex.tena1ve l•gt.ha to 
get elected several month• ago . 

Ot course 7ou la Ye tad such vaat -4 ext ma1 ve and prolonged 
pereonal. a:periencea vitb. t.beae people that 7ou know perbapa J10re about th• 
than the anrage 111111~ ..,.b• eve Ifndon B. 

Huing liYed in t.bia COlllluniV torti' 7 ara wit.b a YflrT lar • · 
population not onq ot Lati Ameriuna, ._but. ot Sicilian• perbapa I wuld ap. 
preciat.e 7o"tr r-rk• about their tuner.a. aenicea aore Uian the average pw­
son becauae Siciliana and Lat Aaericana (Mexieana) ar~ al.moat identical. 
In a wq th97 are like negroea 1n that when th• "r..raliae•, brother, tmles1 
7ou ha Ye seen it 7ou never ~=and jut ld\Ji the a1 tuatlon ia. At U\1 rate 
I alwqa aa intereated in that. perta1n to the atandina ot 87 good 
trid I.Jndm amd appreciate 7ovr frank anal1'aia ot the burial ai tuation as it 
ia dneloping and I bope that he won ' t. ge\ on the wrong aide or aixed up in 
it. t.oo 1111Cb. 
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ll!:STASLJSHll!:O 1873 

-2-

I baTe d..,.eloped. a precedure tor Jl&D7 7•ar• vit.b ar Sloillana 
and Mexicans which 1• to alwqa ex;rese a keen interest., but neYer at.tend . 
UJ7 of their 1ndiga or funeral.a on account. ot the tact that. I have to be 
aoae other place. In that vq I neYer become angled in -&IV' ot t heir 
tam.ilT ~awls 1 misunieratandinp or di• .-mt s llfhich is 1111uall.7 the case 1 

. even when thq go to lq svq a dear one. 

With kindest regards, I am 

SincerelT yotr 1, 

\~~ :.J -
·ex_,_:, 

Trade B. B17an, President 

bee: Senator Lyndon B. Johnson 

Dear ~don: I am attaching a letter the second paragraph of which might 
interest you, as well as a cow ot 111' repl.7 to 'lfl1' good friend Eo Bo McLer07, 
Carrizo Springs, Texas. Mac ie a good sound kid. He, ·at Jl\Y request, went all 
over ~he Rio Grande Valle7 where he knows every-one and having served as a 
Captain in the Air Corp• down there as contact man between the Air Corpe and the 
local ci ti.sens, settling any arxi all claims and •king usage of various and sund17 
tracts o! land and other civilian properties, head ot the American Legion Post 
and very active therein all through the Vall 7, tormerl.1' all through that area 
in Veterans vocational work, formerly travelled through the 1. & M. College 
Extension ~ervice, one ot JV friends since his dqe as a student at .l. & Mo, 
tried to get the Medical Fratemiq ot Texas, through some triend that he knowe, 
interested in supporting you tor office as an organization. 

He writes in a little rough vein, but he does not mean anything about it - like 
the President did when he labeled Mr. Drew Pearson late]Jr and about which some 
sand was stirred upo 

I can assure J'OU that his whole thought in the matter is that nothing should 
happen in that s ction that will in m.7 manner detract troa your standing with 
the electorate. 

With kindest best wiahes, I am 
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March 17,1949 

Dear TraTie: 

Enclosed herewith the tollowing: 

Ca eh 
Check (Union State Bank) R.O.Norw:>od 
Check (Ci~izens State Bank) W.W.DeLange 

$60.00 
12.30 

7.40 
fii."10 

You will ot course merely apply this on interest ot my note- and hope 
~o hell that I send you some more soono No doubt you have been 
wondering what kind ot a bastard I was- not to have either sent you 
some money or written to 100' At any rate, you are now sure that I 
am still in the ' United States and that I still get my mail in Carrizo 
Springao 

I haTe had numerous letters on various subjects trom our triend Lyndon 
and I hope that he ·doesn't get a lot ot untavorable reaction br his 
active interest in the Longoria case at Three Rlvers,Texae. Aa you know 
trom reading the papers, there is quite a stink over what has been 
called "racial discrimination" wherein a local undertaker didn't want 
to handle t"ii8'tu119ral. ot the returned deceased Latin-American Teteran. 
I don't know much about the case, but I do know trom my personal 
experience in the American Legion that damn near every Mexican tamily 
whose relatives have been buried in military tunerals here are always 
tueatng and fighting among the tamilr as to who and how everything at 
the funeral will be handled. I had to conduct a funeral here tor a 
Latin-American veteran last week and the ta.mily even got so rough that 
two ot the women had a tight on the cemetary ground•- with the Catholio 
Padre having to separate them. Ot course, it didn't concern me peraonal.17, 
but is just an indicator ot the high tension that thef ordinarily 
demonstrate. I think it is a helluTa deal when an undertaker C&lltt decide 
tor himeelt as to whether or not he wishes to handle a funeral through 
his own establishment. There are quite a tew folks down t~ia cussing 
L)'DdOD tor hie interest and actions on the Longoria case, but moat likely 
the bastards who are critical .are the same ones who voted against him! 

Kindest regards, //}a) 
E:~c~roy 
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January 21, 1949 

dear Friend: 

Thank Y°" vewy lll\J.Cll for yov letter t.Waa 

of the feellna• of the membel'• ol. your poat about 

MJ put ~I w. waa unan .. ·1'\lt I waa proud to 

,Iha~ lA proridlaa for Felix ~rt• the tleceat, 
.. .• . . . '\ . 

c ..... .uaa. .Amel'lcaa bulal ~h. ·~- 1nat and loral 

I 
I 

f 
I 

; ; .. 

\ 
· Slncerel~, ,\ , 

i : 

I Mw~ \,.Mph Mavarff. co.Dmuder ; 
~,_ ... 1 Pena Poat No. 1017 

1 

• 808 w. Beoeevelt Rd. 

,. .... 
I 

I ) 

' : 
I I 

( 

CJdc&10 8, Jllinoia 
!} I 
I 

fl, .............. 
I \I 

, \ . . 

; I 
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..A-merican ef!egion 

mAnUEL PEREZ Posr NO. 1017 

Senator Lyndon D. Johnson 
United States senate ~uildinc 
Washington, D. c. 
Honorable Senator Johnson: 

SOS W. Roosevelt Rd. 
CHICAGO 8, ILLINOIS 

JANUARY EIGHTEENTH 
1 9 4 9 

By now the knowledp pertaining to Pvt. 
Felix Loncoria has been made known to you, so to 
say that this missive ia meant to be informative 
would be m1slead1nc. 

However, as Americans let us use this 
as a means of ironing out our problems. 

1. Pvt. Felix Loncoria was an American 
soldier who went torth to f'icht for those American 
rich~s we oall sacredly ours. As an American he bad 
the right to rest on his laurels in his own home­
town of' Three Rivera, Texas. 

2. The rilhts ot men and America have been 
violated and as vigilantes against such acts, we ask 
you who are the guardians or our rights to investigate 
these conditions that exist so brazenly in t~ state 
of Texas and cive us a report. 

We teel that as fellow soldiers and veterans 
of' that battle for which our country is still fightinc 
we deserve to be informed. 

Very Respectfully, 

MANUEL PEREZ POST #1017, 

Commander 
Enclosed is a letter (cop ) of .protest we have sent to 

Mr. T.W. Kennedy ot Three Rivers Texas, the funeral direc­
tor. Also we have acquainted Mr. Walter Winch.ell with the 
facts at hand. 

J. Navarro 
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r·CHtCAGQI bA nt. TRIBUNE'.: 
! fage l~ .. Thurs., Jan. 13,1949 

GI DENIED FUNERAL 
I N HOME TOWN W I LL 8 E 
BURIED IN ARLINGTON 

Washington, Jan. 12 (AP)-A GI 
of Mexican ancestry, who was 
denied reburial facilities in his 
home to,wn of Three Rivers, 
Tex., will be buried with full 

' military honors ln Arlingt.on ' 
National cemetery. 

Sen. Johnson (D., Tex.) said 
today he arranged for the reburial 
after he · was advised by the 
Ainerican GI forum ln O>rpus 
Christi, Tex •• that a Three Rivers 
fwieral home had refused to handle ! 
the soldier's remains "solely be-

1

1 
: cause of his Mexican ancestry." 
; The GI, Felix Longoria, died I 

in action · on , Luzon in the Phil· 
ippines. 
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_A..merican olegion 

mAnUH PEREZ PosT NO. 1017 

Mr. T. w. Kennedy 
Rice Funeral Home 
Three Rivers, Texas 

Dear Sir: 

Knowledp has reached us ot the misdemeanor 
that you committed against society and American Democracy. 
Wb:tn we say American Democracy we have diluted the word 
Democracy to it's very weakest form which is the type known 
in the southern part ot our country. 

Discrimination is a common practice in your 
part of the country but assuming the part of a · houl and 
depr1vin, eternal rest from a deceased body is a new role. 

Th1s matter has become a nation-wide football 
p.me kicked about with blind abandon. We re f er ot course to 
t~ case of ex-GI Felix Lontor1a. Noth1nc short ot physical 
harm would be a worthy excuse tor your action. 

His sacrifice was ma.de that you might be able 
to sit back and keep your business going and make you power­
ful enough in your own little pond; that you micht be the 
one to decide whether or not you would admit people of Mexi­
can descent or Mexican nationals to be buried from your fune­
ral parlor. 

Your act will not go unnoticed. Manuel Perez 
Post #101 '7 of t~ American Lei;1on made of World War II vets 
send this in a f'orm ot a protest. As a comrade we stand 
bebind him, and will do everyth1ni in our power to see that 
something is done. 

MANUEL PEREZ POST 1017 
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117 dear Friends 

I am detpq gra\eful tor the l.tter wbiob 
I have jut received trom 7ou and tht -bera ot 
70ur atatt. It was ftrl tihougbttul ot you to 
rite, aml I wiab you would uprese to all who 
ngned the l•t.ter .,,. aincerest appreoiation. 

11.Y part in the untortunate and regret.table 
1nc1dent at ·Three rtiwre was amll, but I was 
proud t.o ehare 1n prorid1ng tor Feliz Longcria 
tha deoent Cbrilltian A.Mrioan burial which hie 
unaeltiab Mn'ioe oertainq deMM9a. 

LJndon n. Johnaon 

llr. Frank B. tapes, Sq>erint.enderlt 
Banta Fe Count7 ~· 

5anta Fe. New Mexico 
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FRANK B. LOPEZ 

S UPERINTENDENT 

January 18, 1949 

Honorable Lyndon Johnson 
United States Senator 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

We wish to take this opportunitY' to compliment you on your • 
timely and meritorious action in the case of Private Longoria . 

We feel that you have not only shown due respect to a war hero, 
but that you have also greatly improved the status of many of 
your constituents . 

Sincerely, 

Co-ordinator Chief Clerk 

FBL/dcf 

DIEGO DE VARGAS 

SUPERVI SOR 
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Jaauary 25, lff9 

My dear Friend: 

I am very 1rat.eful to you for yoar 
kind meaaaae about my action In the lacldent 
at Thne Rlvel'e. Your worda make me 
humble, and I pray for the atreqth and 
courase to Juetily ,.aur confidence at all Ume •. 

My part ln tbla waa uo•ll, but I waa 
proud to ahare bl Provldlltc for Felix Lcmaorla 
the decent, Chrt.Uaa, American burial which 
hia 1reat and unaelllah Mrvice de•ervea. 

With my warmaat beat wiahea, 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. 1olmaon 

Mr. Luciano Santoacoy 
lll5 South Stanton st. 

El Paao. Texas 
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With Active Members 

in 

YWCA Public 
Affairs Forum 

Latin American 
Progressive Union 

City Mayor's 
El Paso Improvement 

League 

V. F. W. Armijo 
Post 

V.F.W. 
Segura-McDonald 

Poat 

VeterOns & Citizens Unitg Club 
EL PASO, TEXAS 

1115 South Stanton Street , 
January 22, 1949. 

Senator Lyndon B. J"ohnson, 
U. S . Senate , 
Washington , D. c. 

Dear Senator: 

JAN 2.5 A.M. 

We extend our heartiest congratulations to you 
on your stand in the Felix Longoria case ot 
Three Rivers, Texas . It is ~ great satisfaction 
to know that we have in Washington a Sena tor from 
Texas who has the int~rest of all Texans at· .heart . 

This is just another incident in the long list of 
such malpractices against the Latin elem.ant in our 
State . 'Ihere are people in this State who ignore 
that the Latin element has fought for justice and 
freedom throughout the history of Texas . They have 
fought against Hitler ~ against Tojo, against the 
Kaiser , against Santa Ana , and against every op­
pressor of human liberty and dignity . '!hey are 
Texans who have upheld the honor and glory of our 
State in the battlefield, and have made an out­
standing record . 

In closing we wish to thank you again for your 
helping hand . ·we feel proud to address you as a 
fellow Texan. 

Respectfully , 

" ••• Upon proper and becoming dwellings depends more than anything 

else, the improvement of manlcind" • • • • • Benjamin Disraeli [2 of 2]
 



Ja11UU7 21, 1949 

., dear Jri.end I 

It waa YWT1 Yel7 t.baaghVul ot 70u to write 
llUCb a ld.Dd and CODlliderate letter on IV acticu 1n 
the regn\table inoident at Three Riftr•• I aa 
cletpq grateful. tor 1'0'fll: inMrut, and it 1• reueur-
1.ng to know h<M JOU tMl. 

JCr' part in the inaidct was mall, but. l was 
pr-.1 to 8bare in ~·r tcr Palu I..cmcoria t.be 
decent Cbriatian A.Mrioen blri&l which his .-ltiah 
eervioe~de...,..a. 

1.7Ddon B. Jobrulon 

lliea lml1oe Doughart7 
41S-18 Alnander Bta1ldSna 

Abilene, Ta:aa 
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JAN 21 A.M. 
RAYMOND W. ELLIOTT 

Etfwtt - 'J~'t c/l-9enay 
Real Estate 

Insurance - Loans - Property Management - Appraisals 

415 - 18 - ALEXANDER BLDG· - ABILENE, - - - - - TEXAS 
OFFICE PHONE 28409 

18 January 1949 

Hono ra.ble Iwndon Johnson 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear Sir: 

We are alwa_ys faced w1 th a full schedule and try to keep 
up. Doing this leaves us little time for letters to you, 
but when I read the article in the Reporter-News about the 
~ you handled. the situation concerning the soldier who 
was refused. burial in his home town of Three Rivers, I just 
had to make a note to let you lmow how vecy proud of you 
I am. Three Ri.vers wasn 1t good enougj:l. for him. You did 
the right thing. So many times I read of the La.tin .American 
problem, as it is called, and I am usually heartsick over the 
wey it turned out . I have lived all over the state and 
alweys find wonderful people in any locality, and I wuld 
imagtne that the Three Rivers people, in general are the 
same. There has to be some few who never learn the most 
important things. Pity the poor little ~ who calls him­
self an undertaker. Such a small wey to act. And all the 
t ime we are "wortdng on" the people of other cotmtries. 
How they must 1~ at us. The Mexican people only need 
someone to help a 1\ t tle. Someone who can speak their 
language, and. I don t mean the language learned from a 
book. Sure got a long ~ to go , haven ' t we? You got 
us off to a good start this year, Yney'be something can be 
accomplished. You 'd think people would have lea.med by 

I this time how to live together. There s nothing more 
wonderful than people themselves. .And I think the reason 
for that is that they are all different and must be treated 
as such. If we bad someone to help \tho wanted. to help the 
people rather than just keep a job, wouldn 1t it be good? 
Now that you have got things going in the r:tgpt direction 
ma.vbe you will find help and cooperation sufficient to 
take us a long wa.Y" on this. 

For you, nu most sincere thanks. 

d 

Very trtizy yours 

~~~~ 

RAYMOND FLESHER 
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Lyndon B. Johnson 
United States Senator from ~exas 
T 'ashington, n. c. 

Dear Mr . Johnson : 

JAN 2 4 A.M, 

January 22, 1949 

I wish to eXT)ress my annrediation to you for your stand 
concerning the funeral of Felix Longeria, which is very much 
appreciat,ed by myself and all the Latin Americans who fought 
for our·country. 

All of my life I have E1UPeriended this same discrimination 
and was wonciering if you could do anything in ·ashington to stop 
such thing's that happen here in a free count~. I was borned 
in the Unitrd States of Mexican ryarentage an~ ~ a highschool 
gra~ua+e and feel that I am as good as any other man and no 
bc:itter . 

I remain , 

Very truly yours , 

~~ 
Santos Delgadillo 
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S ·OS cillo 
.,, 1. -'t• ..... trret 
P v -~iur, Tc~ C" 

Lynaon P. Johnson 

U. 6 . Sena~or from Texas 

a h ·n .J._ on, • C. 
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!'Mak J011 tor ,.ow kind m4 t.bo~ poetourd. 
tour ...... WOJ'U -.Jm - feel ftr'T hmib1-. 

l • Pf!O'll. to haw Md. a put Sn ~ tor 
'911x l'Plear:la the 4eomt, ~, --iom 'b1lftal. 
v!doll Ide ... its.la een1oe .......... 

Vitia ftlll7 'ON\ v1a!Jn 1 · 

BSnaeftll' 

•· ......... D.a.BwaDr 
~ . ..... ..... 
~~ 
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ICr 4A1' l"rienl.a 

l-. YW1 ~tor 7°"' ldal .na. ~ 
i.tter. !oar ..-ro• VOl'b ..- • :t•l W1f7 hmbla. 

I aa J'l'01ll to aw hail. a »-' iD ~ t• 
Felix ~ia the claOllDt, mrrs..u.., Mer1can burial 
vh1ab hi& mseltiall •Wioe 4e11nu. 

.......... Ananc:m 
79'! s.t C&11to.rnia 8'N9t 
l1Ua4ene '' CIJ.Uo.rnia .... ...... -.w. 

SSnoeNl;r . 

lp4an •• JoJmaon 
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JAN 24 
HUGH H. ANDERSON 

792 EAST CALIFORNIA STREET 

PASADENA 5, CALIFORNIA 

JANUA RY 19 1 1949 

SENATOR LYNDON D.JOHNSON 
SENATE OrrlCE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

DEAR SIR: 

YOUR PROMPT AND COMMENDABLE ACTION 
WITH REGARD TO THE BURIAL Or PRIVATE LONGORIA 
WILL HELP 1 AT LEA S T1 TO ERASE A SUBSTANTIAL 
PART Or THE SHAME BROUGHT TO AMERICA BY THE 
ACTION Or THE PEOPLE Or THREE RIVERS, TEXAS. 

IN THE MATTER Or MAKING THIS BALL Or EARTH A 
BETTER PLACE FOR ALL Or US 1 I SURELY BELIEVE 
THAT SMALL LOCAL VICTORIES IN HUMAN DECENCY 
OrTEN COMPARE rAVORABLY IN IMPORTANCE WITH 
MILITARY BATTLES WON ON THE FAR F RONTS Or THE 
WORLDe I AM SURE MANY PEOPLE IN READ ING Or 
YOUR ACTION WILL SHARE A FEELING Or GOODWILL 
AND PRIDE OVER WHAT VOU HAVE DONE. 

WITH SINCERE REGARDS, 

\ 
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'1'hllnk 70\l ao ll1IOll tor te1rtna tl» ti. to vnw 
s1lOh a tllo~ end ~ inter. It MtllU!I a 
aren MaJ. '° • '° mow tm• 70U tee1 u J'01l 4o about 
~ aot101l l took. 

Aot-.l.l3, IV put ._. -.UJ but I vu prom to 
elare .in prori411t8 t°' 1el.1X ~ tbe de'*", 
Cb:ri•Ha, Amwiom burial t.o *!oh lie vu mtltJ.l. 
1414 it Vi.tlJii:Nt., ~ td labele or aluaitl-­
tiane tor .,..lt. l •Sl91.Y follod4 tm 41otatee ot 
IV' hMrt' Vh1ob 1a t:b9 beet """ to 4o attn &U. 

l't vu goo4 to Mu- trca J"W1 m4 I bopt 70ll 
vUl vr1t. ...- 1t I oan be ot Mft'iae '° '°" in -- ,.,.. 

I.plan 1. Jolmaon 

Mr. :r.a.vm A. :lllJott, Resi<JM> Direotor 
~iolal I.Abar Bela'tSona a:.rd. 
Sixteenth Bes1an 
llOl !' • p "lul ld tna 
loft Vor\h 2, '1'ema 
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NATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD 
Sixteenth Hegion 

1101 T & f Building 
Fort North 2, Texas 

January 19, 191.B 

The Honorable Lyndon Johnson 
United States Senator 
Senate Office Building 
Nashington, D. c. 

My dear Lynd.on: 

I want to express to you my deep appreciation for the action 
which you took which led to the burial of Felix LongoriJl,Texas 
Mexican war hero, in the Arlington National Cemetery. l'his healed 
greatly the wound to his family and to our State made by the refusal 
of the funeral home at Three Rivers to receive his lX>dy there. 

This action, ~ndon, on your part proves you to be the kin1 
of man that I have always thoueht you were. I am very proud of you for 
doin~ what you did. This action is proof of your liberal statesmanship, 
and in reviewing the history of our people who have represented us in 
high offices I find that only the liberals are those who do have a 
lasting and honored place in our history. 

With kindest personal regards 

~Edwin A. Elliott 
Regional Director 

you, I am 
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Jamaa17 26, 1949 

I appnct&te cleeply you letter of the 11th, aa much 
for the ........ y .. asked •• for the verr kind word• you 
wrote in n1aN to my amal1 pari la tile re1nttabi. incident 
at Thne IU.wra. Texaa. -

IIMIOfar aa I laave been able to detel'mlae. the incident 
did occur. Amid tbe •ubae.-at paHetty, lioweftr, there 
have been numerous demala and ••np&allatlaM••. Mally of the 
leadi• cltlaena of Thne Rivera have offered tbeb homea for 
the •maeral .. nr1ce. uad baYe condemud the "mlatake" of 
the funeral holrll9 mau.1er. 

Of courae, there could hal'CDr be any ......... excuae or 
expla•tioll for auch cleplonble action U then waa any 
healtaUon whataoever in ur-bai for the 'burial. I do wlah 
to polllt oat, however, that auch lnclclenta are newawol'thy 
for their lllcnaabtl rarity In that aection. Tbe people have 
awakeMd and have made commendable p~naa toward a 
better aderatalldlaa. 

It la aot for me to adviH, !nat, aa a T4IX&ll, 1 would 
like to v1• that you and your wile coaUnue your plaaa to 
vacation ln Texaa. You may find prej.Ucea there, aa you 
would aarwMre in the nation or the worlcla but I think you 
will alao find a wholesome, llaal't-wannlal effort by many 
Texana to wipe out thoM pnjudlllJlea. 

With my very beat peraoml aood wlahe•• 

Honorable Clifford A . Blabop 
Flint, Mich. 

-- l111&ofta nta.aal 

Sincerely, 

Lyad.on B. 1olmaon 
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CLIFFORD A . BISHOP 
JUDGE 

THE SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF' MICHIGAN 

FLINT, MICH. 

,. 
JAN 2 o A.ti, 

January 17 , 1949 

Hon . Lyndon Johnson, 
United States Senator of Texas , 
Washington , D. C. 

My dear Senator: 

I~s . Bishop and I were planning on spending 
part of the winter in Texas but on last Friday , 
Januur-y 14th , there was an editorial and car ­
toon came out in the Detroit Free Press entitled 
Bisotr~ in ~exas . It concerned an incident 
claimin~ to have happened at Three Rivers in 
your State in connection with the ette~pted 
burial of a United States Soldier , killed in 
the defense of his country . The soldier ' s 
name was Private Langoria . 

To me it does not seem possible that such action 
could have occurred in the United States and be ­
fore completing our arrangements for the winter 
I am very anxious to know whether or not this in ­
cident really happened . 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of the editorial 
and cartoon in connection with it ; also a stamped 
addressed envelope for reply ,. and would appreciate 
it very much if you would let me have an early 
answer . 

I certainly want to compliment you on your 
stand in the matter , which resulted in this young 
man receivin the honor that was due him . 

Respectfully yours , 

~cr~d/f~ 
C~rc~{ ~ J~~ge /. 

CAB- b 
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CLIFFORD A _ BISHOP 

.CI R CUIT .JUDGE 

FLINT, MICHIGAN 

# ~ '"' • B.Ehop , 
Cir cu i t Jud e , 
Court House , 
Flint , Michigan . 
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- 4e&r JT1-41 

'1'MI* 701' WJ7 ..a tor 7°"' ~ J.e1*er. 
% lrWIGOiate 1'tltlr kin4 vorda abot& tb9 w.lJ. Pll" l VU 
ab» to Pltv' 1D Jl'Ol'S.U.. tor 1911x LtwttPrSa the 4eoent.' 
Clarlft£an, .A19rt.D 1nari&l vJalob Ja1a \IDMl.ft8h eenioe 
deMrNe. 

'l'h1mk JOU alJJc> tor ..... taa tm olinias trca tiaia 
CllCMIO SUI U.S. I i.l not ,...,_ it l*WS.0.11' an4 
I • W11:7 &Jal to haw 1t in IQ' tu.a. 

. With beet V1aMe 1 

l.flllem · •· JohHan 

Mr. JIU'till J. ~ 
Watiaaal ColJ.ealt ot abil'opnotlo 
20 Jrortb Ashl..,, BJ.Tl\. 
lox J.63 . 
Cla1o9F 7 1 XJ] jMi8 .... _.. na--. r.iu 
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~ 10ur k1nl. 8114 ~ letter. 
'Un1"1Wl.A -- - fee1 ft'l7 Julble. 

to law 1-4. a pwt 1n ~ tor 
t cleoet, Chr1at1t11, ·.A1m-1om burial 

eentoe deeenee. 

With be.rt v1slaN, 

JUae Bose ** Qol.4a'Ul4 
Jt629~AWD• 
IPe ...... VI, Cal1tom.1a ..... 
.. a ..... ~ 
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Dear Senator Johnsons 

Los Angeles, California 
Januar7 19, 1949 

As an American, I'm very thankful for your sincere and 
patriotic duty in helping those unfortunate heroes and men 
who have died to preserve democracy, at least . we hope, it is 
democracy--at home and abroado 

I am, or course, referring to the ease or Kr. Felix 
Langoria, whose story was published in one of our dail7 papers. 

It is most disgraceful to have such reactionary attitude . 
toward class and color distingtion •• but as long as we have 
representatives in our Government of your fine and distinguished 
character, I'm sure, we will survive as a free and better 
people. 

Ver7 trul7 yours, 

t~~~~ 
Rose Mae Goldstad 
4629 Lexington Avenue .a 
Los Angeles 27, Californi 
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Dear ~enator; 

Ligonier Pa. 
Jan.I3/49 

Didri't know there were such little 

people in Texas,just read that a Mexican 

G.I. was refused burial. Wonder where be 

went when be died,do not think however that 

I have to wonder where the funeral home 

fellows will gp. Mrs. R.A.Hardy 
- Ligonier F,. 
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Senator Lyndon B. Johnson 

State of Texas 
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DAllAs 

OVERLOOKING LAK E CLIFF 
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· . Ciqt . Dalla• iluruiug Nrws · · 
,6 - Section II · Monday, January 31, 1949 

· CASE . OF .PVT; LONGORIA 

. Thfee Rivers Digs Out 
, . ~ Of Blizzar~ of · Abuse 

• • BY' WICK FOWLER : L It seems apparent that Pr~vate 
. • staff Correapondent of The New• Longoria, deceased, had become a 1 

'. THREE RIVERS Texas ·Jan. 30. ·political Issue without ·a voice to ! 
. l.. o' kc 't t protest the fuss. 

-This little Ive a oun Y own Undertaker Kennedy ls a good 
. Sunday was digging itself out of a looklng young man of twenty-six. , 

blizzard of abuse. . He fought In the Ninth Army in 
· Meddling and mlsunderstandmg,I Europe with the 102d Infantry 

-: r say Three Rivers citizens, caused it Division after training at Camr 
• 

1

' all. , . Swift and Camp Maxey In Texas 
Crltlclsm struck Three Rivers He married a pretty Schulenburg 

two weeks ago when it was charged girl and they have a 6-month-olc 
there had been racial discrimination daughter. 
tn plans for reburial of Pfc. Felix While crossing the Rhine Rlve1 
Longoria, soldier of Latin-Amerl- on a volunteer patrol Kennedy'& 

' can descent who was killed on boat was shelled. He was wounder' 
Luzon. . and stayed in the icy waters fo1 

When the alleged n~ws of dis- ten hours. He was seven month:i. 
crlmination reached Washington, fn hospital. . . 
Lyndon Johnson, new junior Sena- - "I ·was reared Jn Pennsylvania," 
tor from Texas, offered to arrange he said Saturday as he sat on a · 
for burial in Arlington National divan in the llvin&" room of his 
Cemetery. apartltlent in the funeral home he 

~"': Three Rivera cltlzer:is didn't like acquired recently. 
that and have protested . against "I went to school with Negroes 
what they called snap judgment. and discrimination has never en• 
Senator Johnson replied tpat he tered my mind, There were Latln­
was merely trying to help a nd do Americans in . my army unit. : 
his duty. · ' buried the first Latin-American boy 

•• ;-# 

· The Texas Good 1 Neighbor Com- brought back from overseas . tr 
mission also caused local ,.nger Three ;Rivers:" 
when it entered the case-. VISITE D BY WI FE . 

State Rep. J. F. Gray of Three He said Mrs. Beatrice Longorla1 . 

Rivers said he would like ~o see the wife of the dead soldier, who now 
commission abolished. He likened tesldes at Corpus Christi, came to 
the commission to a "mother-in-law him tWo months ago and asked him 
who keeps things agitated." to handle the reburial services. He 
• The incident reached lnternation· suggested that the vacant home -. 
al scope when the leader of the Gl that her husband built her be used 
Forum at Corpus Christi, Dr. Hee- for the .services, he said, because 
tor P. Garcia protested to Wash- there had been family trouble. She 
tngton. 1 appeared to be satisfied with the 

The Forum ts an independent or- arrangements, . 
ganizatlon of veterans of · Latln- "The next thing I knew a man by 
American descent. · the name of Hector Garcia ·called 
• STORY EXPLODES me and demanded this and that," 

Dr. Garcia sent a long telegram he related. "I got mad and said 
to Texas officials, to Washington some things I'm sorry I said. But 
and to other places charging that I told him it was a matter for the 
T. w. Kennedy Jr., an undertaker widow td decide and that I had 
recently removed to Three Rivers never refused my services to any· -
from Altoona, Pa., had refused his body." 
facilities here for reburial of Pri- Seldom do people of Mexican 
vate Longoria. descent use funeral chapels. They 

The story exploded over America prefer their homes or a church 
and Mexico. "I helped the widow send a t~le· -
. Indignation meetings followed. gram to the army quartermaster 

.Abusive letters, some obscene, and at Fort Worth advising them that ! 
· _ telegrams poured into Three Rivers, I would handle the services. So far 

a South Texas town of 2,000 people, as I know the arrangements haven't 
· a quarter of them of Mexican de- been changed and they are cer-

acent. . tainly welcome to use the chapel 
From the Communist party of and anything else I have.'' . 

Texas came demands to the Gover- Lupe Longori~, husky brother of 
nor that Undertaker Kennedy's 11· the dead soldier, said he regretted · 
dense be revoked. "all of the fuss." 

- . But some people wrote that ' the~ "Felix would rather stay buried 
didn't believe . the charges. Now on Luzon than to come back to all 
many others who sent abuse are this," h~ .aaid. , .There were five 
Qffering apologies. . boys and ·three girls in the re-
. The body of Private Longoria was spected Longorja family, 

on the Pacific Ocean In an army · COMRADESHIP SHOW N 
casket when the storm broke and Tttree Rivers points to the case 

. spread to international size. ot Juan Diaz, a high school junior 
: His home town was ready to hon- who was. paralyzed a.fter a football . 

or him. It had P!!ld tribute to other injury, tc;; shCJW there ls good com­
dead soldiers brought back home. radeship between the Anglo-Amer!- 1 
But so confused was the incident cans and the Latin-Americans. The & 

&aturday that nobody hereabouts people raised $4,000 for the lad to I 
• knew for certain, not even the pay hospltAI expenses and other j 

L'ongoria family, whether the dead costs. I 
soldier was en route to New York There ls no segregation here in t . 
from San Francisco, to Arlington the school after pupils pass the 11 
National Cemetery, Fort Sam Hous- second grade and over.come Ian- - . 
ton, Fort Worth army quartermas- guage difficulties. The two groups :2 
ters or Three Rivers. They hope of citizens mingle freely and do 

·that the original plans for services business with one another with no 
and burial here will be carried out. apparent thought of difference tn 

The Washington Bureau of file race origin. . 
News found Saturday from Army S. F. Ramsey, president of the 
Department sources that the body chamber. of commerce, held a hand­
was being held at a Bayonne, N.J., ful of telegrams and letters ex­
quartermaster depot, with instruc- changed with Senator Johnson. 
tions to send it to Arlington when Johnson, in one telegram said his 
a date for the funeral was set by action had not been hasty. In a 7 ... the family. Apparently, the army Jetter the Senator said he was In- "; 
believes the family wants an Ar- formed of the discrimination 
llngton burial. charges by a constituent and that 10 

he checked again "at my own ex-
. COMMERCIAL AR't pense" with two Texas friends "In 

. whom I have great confidence." 
BoMEc'B.~~:~~;18:'::-r:Jc~r&:oVED Johnson criticized the Three Rivers 12 

American School of Com111ercl1I Art Chamber of Commerce. 
111i,,w E • .leffenon w-017' · "In none of your communlc~- 15 tions do you deny the facts that 

Fine 41fi 
~~~oU: '111 

W hittle music co. 
1101 Elm St. , Dallas 

wei:e presented to me," he said in 
a letter. 

Ramsey said he had asked the "l 
Senator to reveal his sources of in­
formation but has received no re­
ply. In one telegram to Johnson the 
chamber of commerce said: "If you 10 
had lnvest.lgated the matter thor­
oughly and not accepted Dr. 
Garcia's report as being factual the 
matter could not have reached na­
tional interest." 
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PebNa.17 · l, 1949 

· .. 

' 

LJndon B. Johneon 

Mr. Muon L. Cub1on 
taunaM.91•a Chr1athn A.wciAt.lm 

, ........ c.u. .. 
a.u ... at.at.IMl, ,..,.. 

[1 of 2]
 



MASON L. CASH ION, GENERAL SECRETARY 

J. GORDON GAY, ASSOCIATE SECRETARY 

Texas A. & M. College 
Colleqe Station, Texas 
January 26 , 1949 . ,~ 

Hon.Lyndon B. Johnson, 
U. S. Senate, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr . Johnson-

I wish to express my deep appreciation of your interest and action· 
in the Felix Longoria case. Any American who gave his life for the 
cause of Democracy shed red blood regardless of the color of his skin . 

You have the understanding of a soldier as well as that of a genuine 
Texan. I am very proud of you as a Senator from Texas . Your example 
is a grand exemplification of our ''Way of Life. tt 

Yours very sincere:;.y, ~ . 

~r<~I 
Mason L.Cashion. 
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ltlbnai7 3, 19le 

Jtr dear Friends 

I was Yflt'T pleued t.Q ban 70ur letter ot 
Jan1JU7 2) and I am grateful tor your writing me 
frankJ.1' about 7our r•oUon to the Three Rinra 
incident. For .,.our intonation, I am Mnding 7ou 
a cap7 ot a letter which I wrote t.bia marn1ng which 
aplaina rathw tu1q 11¥ poeition in the caae. 

F~, it 18 a 1-s, lcmg etor.r by nos, 
w1 th 81\Y number ot people int,enat1ng theaaelves 
in the matter, but, I think the attached letter will 
pret.t7 well explain JIG" poeition 1n the case. 

If ;you have &D)" at.her queationa on the case, 
I wish you would be good enough to drop me a note 
beoauae you were oert.&inl7 cc:rrect 1n 8Q'1ng that 
I did what I did without 8J17 thought ot politics 
one way <r another and bad no t.hoaght t.tat the thing 
would reach the prq>ort1ona tbat it baa, al.though I 
am sure rq actiona would have been the same, regard-
l•••• 

PleaH don't ever hesitate to let me bear 
troll 70U about natters like thia or anrtrhil'l& else 
in which you are interested. 

~n B • . Johnson 
Enc. (l) 

Jlr. W. a. Luce 
Wheeler and Luce 

Tilden, Tams 
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HAULING • FEED • GULF PRODUCTS 

YOUR [ DEALERS • "A Pleasure to Sert1e You" 

7"'1tu, 7eM4 

Senator· Lyndon B. Johnson 
Senate Office Building 
Washington , D. c. 
Dear Senator:· 

~ 
\ 

I am in receipt of ·yourP.reminiscing't lettera few days 
&80 and enjoyed it. I watch the papers with much in­
terest keeping up with you and your activities , and 
r am looking forward to your ,ccomplishing great. .... ~; 
things for Texassand the Nation during, what we ~:hope 
will be; many years '- Of' service in the United States 
Senate• 

But tor Pete ' .s sake i quit sticking your neck out in 
situations where you do not first inquire -- earefully 
in~o all angles and get all the information possible 
from ~ sides . I tear you have done -yourself al ­
most irreparable harm in the Three~Rivers situation. 
I am at a loss to understand all that you said and 
did in that case . Where you gained vot s for the 
future on the one hand , you los·t some strong influencer-: 
on the other hand ; I know that what you did, you 
did possibly without thought of politics, but do be a 
little more careful. 

I am at your service any time .that I may be of assis - · 
tance to you in your ·high position of trust and honor . 
Command me o . 

Yours very truly, 

WGL: s 
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'•b ry 5, 1949 

~dear Friendet . 
. . 

hank 7w tor )"OUr letter ..micb reaohed 
ae thia morfting 1n which 70U were kind to 
comend me tor the action I took in the Longoria 
case. 

M.r pa1' in tho attair waa a -U 
one, although I was proud to be able t.o do what 
litUe I did . 

Student hrietian Aaaociation 
Box 711, T. C. U. 
Port VOrth., Texas 

LJ'ftd B. Johnaon 
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Senator Lyndon Johnson 
Senate Building 
Washi ngton, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Student Christian Association 
Box 771, T. C. u. 
Fort Worth, Texas 

Our S . C. A. wishes to commend you on your action 
concerning the case of Felix Longoria ' s burial at 
Arlington National Cemetery. It will truly go down 
in the history of our fight against racial discrim­
inations a gainst minority groups of our country. 

The program of our association in the recent weeks, 
has been to discuss and to take action on the prob­
lems which confront us in the field of equality or 
all peoples. 

We have found it difficult to f i nd a starting place 
in this work, but such an .example as yours inspires 
us to dig into the f acts and produce results. We 
know that your work will conti nue to be on the same 
ethical standard , consequently, i ns piri ng others to 
give momentum to t he c ivil r i ghts · of thei r fellow 
Americans. 

We are t ruly grateful fo r your Christian ~ervice. 

Sinc"r ely , 

~.c. a. 
S . C. A . 

rp 
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.J DOMESTIC SERV ICE \. 

C heck the class of service desired; 
otherwise this message will be 

sent as a full rate telegram 
WESTERN 1206 

FULL RATE SERIAL TELEGRAM 

DAY NIGHT UNION 
LETTER LETTER JOSEPH L., EGAN, PRESIDENT 

NO. WDS.·CL. OF SVQ. PD. OR COLL. CASH NO . CHARG E TO THE ACCOUN T OF 

overmnent 
Send the followm1 meuag~. ndJject to the term$ on back her~of. which lire hereby llireed lo 

February 25, 1949 
r . lenn Green 

International News Service 
ust1n• Texas 

orace Busby, 

Secret ry to 

• 

.J INTERNATIONAL SERVI CE\. 

Cheek the class of service desired; 
otherwise this message will be 

sent at the full rate 

FULL DEFERRED RATE 

CODE NIGHT 
LETTER 

TIME FILED 

-

L on • Johrison 
u.s .s . 

Otf1c1al business n t letter 
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ALL MESSAGES TAKEN BY THIS COMPANY ARE SUBJECT TO THE F'OLLOWING TERMS: 

To 1t1ard aitalnllt mistake& or Belays, the sender or a mCMage ahonld order it repeatea, that ta, telegraphed back to the originating ofllce for comD&rl!lon. For tbi., onHialf the 
anrepeatf'd message rate ts charged In addition. Unless othenvtse 1.adlcated on its face, tb.1818 an unrepeated meBSa«e pd paid for as such, in conslderatfon whereof it ls 8lf8ed betweeo 
tbe sender or the message and tnla Company as follows: 

t. The Company llball not be liable for mistakes or 6ela19 In the transmlssloll or Gellver:v or tor non-delivery, of any me!llage received for transmJsslon at theanre1M!&te4-meeare 
rate beyond the sum of flve hundred dollars; nor for mistakes or delays In the traoamiasion or delivery, or for non-dellveryi of any message re<'elved for tnmsmilBlon at the repeated• 
meeeage rat.e beyond the sum oC Ove thousand dollars, unless epeclally valued; nor in any case for dela)'tl arising from unavo dable interruption in the working of itillllnes. 

~· In any event the ComtNmY ahall not~ liable for a:images for mistake& or 6elays In the tranmn11slon or 6ellvery, or for the non-delivery, of any memare. whether eau9ed 1>J' 
t~: ~~~~ .r lu r.r::r~~~r:r~~~iJ>it.0:ta::J ~~AU:Si>~0ib~xie':l!~~~r~r ::~g~ rn:i:t:e ~=::r~=~~1~·t~~::,~~~J t1:S.:.l\t8:~~~==~:r~0:,~~ 
acreed to be v:ilil. d an additional ollalie euual to dne-tenth of one per cent of the amount b7 wbich such valuation shall exceed five thousand dollars. 

3. The Company ls hereby made the agent of the sender, without llablllty. to forward this message over the Jin~ of any other company when necessary to reach lt.s Bestlnatlon. 

or an 11~corli~~~tr: g:~~~~~:~~-~r:~S~sm:i~~I~~~y~~h~et~~\~fo~~~al1~1rs~ r!a;1~1!: ~~:!!~ ~t~.~~:1:~~1fr&~1tiit::S ~~~~tir:~o~~~ ~:Sn:.:1~~~ ~tfcg?:~~~1gft: 
:!~e ir~t~~~~: ~g::~.a~: s~o~~t~n~~ti~e~~~~Fft~ ~~et~~e~~~~~~;.~~~~=~n:e~~hl~ two~: ~:,~~fii~ ::~~;~r~J~i:c:o~;::y<:°wTt~t~~~~~:~~f iri:::I:: ':i~c~~ 
In cities or towns of less than 5,000 inhabitants in which an omce or the Company ie located, =~one-half mile or the telegraph ornce. Beyond the limits above specifted the ~ompany 
~~e:g'!0lr:::id:rea:3di;>essin:ek:n~e~~~ ~~;~1~g~~~d~f1~:r~t~:?f ~el!v;~f :g1f~~:J~~~r tV!ee =~~~~~th.f~~r~n~li8t~n~~n~J~Itl;::1s~g~;~eay;:~~ii~e~r:i ~!':i~tl~~ ~!1!~hoa:ed~l~~fi! 
the corporate llmlts of any city or town ln which an otnce of the Company is located. 

5. No responslblllty attachea to this Company concerning messages untll the same are accepted at one of Its transmitting ofllces; and It a message ls sent to such ofllce by one of 
the Company'11 messengers, he acta for that purpose a.a the agent of the sender. . 

6. The Company will not be llable tor damages or statuto?'Y penalties In the case of any message except an Intra.state message In Texas where the claim ls not presented in wTltlng 
to the Company within sixty days after the message is filed with the Co~any for transmission, and In the case or an intrastate message in Texas the Company will not be Hable for damagee 
~~ ~O:tgo1iidY:i=!:Ji~~~1~htoc~~ f~~t.,i;,::;g~eg/~~~~~: ~~hin i:e'g~~!~r~~~f;:4i~alrs t~:'t~~t':ifc~li~:1~ctuo~nf9'c.8n haveabcrued; provided, however, that neither 

7. It la agreed that In any action by the Company to recover the tolls for any message or messages the prompt and correct transmission and dell very thereof shall be presume«. 
subject t.o rebutt~ by competent evidence. 

8. Special terml'I governing the transm!Sl!lon of messages according to their classes, as enumerated below, shall apply to messages in each of such respective classes In aadltlon • 
to all the foregoing terms. · 

9. No employee of the Company is authorized t.o vary the foregoing. 

1CM2 CLASSES OF SERVICE 

DOMESTIC SERVICES 

FULL RATE TELEGRAMS 
A full rate expedited serv.lce. 

DAY LETTERS 
A deferred eer.vlce at lower than tke full rate 

SERIALS 
Messages sent In sections during the same (lay. 

NIGHT LETTERS 
Accepted up to 2 A.M. tor delivery not earlier than t he followflll mornln« At rates 

substantially lower than the run rate telegram or day letter rates. 

CABLE SERVICES 

FULL RATE CABLES 
The standard fast service at full rates: May be written In any language that can be 

expressed in Roman letters or In cipher. 

~~ 
A fast message service consisting. of words formed without condition or restriction, 

counted at 5 characters per word. Minimum charge of 5 words appl1«:19. 

DEF'ERREDS i.!:£2 
Plain language messages, subJeet to being 6eferred ln favor of full rate and CDE 

messages. 

NIGHT LETTERS (NLT) 
Overnight plaln-lang;;g;;eSsages. Minimum charge of 25 words applies. 
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.WESTERN ' 1201 "' SYMBOLS Cl.Ass OF SERVICB 
- DL•Day Letter This Is a full-Tate 

ON 
Telegram or Cable-

-UNI ( 01 ). ... 
NL•Ntchc Letter cm unless its de-
LC•DeferredCablc ened. character is in-

dieated by a suitable 
NL T •Cable Niche Lecttr symbol above or pre-

ceding the address. .JOSEPH 1- EGAN 
Ship Radloeram PRS.IDENT 

The filing time shown m the date line on t.elegrams and day letters aa STANDARD TIME at pomt of ongm. Time of recei~ 18 STANDARD TIME at pomt of destination 
. . 

~·:WZ 115 DPR PD= AUSTIN TEX 25 1136A=. 1949 FtB 25 PM I 05 

:HORACE BUSBY. CARE SENATOR LYNDON B JOHNSON= 
:SENATE OFFICE BLDG= 

HEAR RUMOR POLITOCO. EX-POLITICO HERE HOP¢ YOUR BOY 
POLITICALLY EMBARRASSED DURING LONGORIA l~CIDENT PROBE~ ANY 
COMMENT! ANY INFO YOUR END! . STRICTLY CONFllDENTIAL:•: BEST 

REGARDS= 

GREEN I NS= 

THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCE*oH:-,T(] ITS SERVICE [2 of 2]
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Pe b 'l."1 181 949 

117 dear Friend 1 

I am PP1 tlat we could b8 ot same assS.atanoe 
to 7ou, and hope tba t evel'J'thlng w1ll work out 
all rt.w.i t tor 7ou 

Your information Cld o nte Cll tbe 'l'bree 
RS.vera lnoldent were ve17 much appffotated, especlall7 
s1noe 1ou. bad the add•d UD4eratand ot a hometown 
vlewpo1n onl7 role waa to lntom. the w ow aa 
she mar •a<Q" have known tbat her husband oou d 
be reburied 1n a Batlanal Mllltarr Cernete17 at San 
Antonio or at Wa ton 1n A 1 C ete17 . The 
deo1a1cm, ot course, was eolel'J hera, and ebe ohoae 
the reburial alt• at Arlington 

On Wedneadq thS.a week the t•llJ' waa here to 
attend the •rvloes . I met them and was w1 th them 
4t.lrlng the ceremony. All ot the rt.as seemed. to 
be ve t • ople and , per 1' I was PJ'C)Ud to 
share p · · bOJ' w1 th tb& 1&1 he ao 
4etinltel.1' deserved. 

wJMmever I oan be ot turther aeJ1V1.oe to 70u 
tato to let me know. 

Mr. James T. E. Churohlll 
2800 B Wh1t1a 

Auat!n• Texas 

S1naere17, 

LJDd,on B. Johnson 
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Senator Lyndon .b . Jonnson, 
New Senate Office Building , 
Washington , 25 , D. ~. 

Dear Sir; 

12- Tex"s 
February 3 , 1949 

..- FEB 9 A.M. 

This is to thank you for your efforts and trouble 
in obtaining my Honorable Discha.rge for me. The degree of 
my appreciation is not to be measured by the promptness of 
my writing this letter of thanks , however. As you can 
w1derstand , I have been quite busy with finals , term pap­
ers , etc. Then too, I have made a ratner drastic change 
in my plans , which has kept me r ather busy for the last 
week. 

As you may remember, I had decided to re-enter the 
service the first of this month. After giving the 
matter illore serious tnought , however , my wife and I decided 
that it would be better in the long run if I were to con­
tinue my studies and take my Master of Arts degree. I 
will be able to co~plete it by January of next year. I ~m 
!lot sure whether it would not be wise to give up the 
idea of the service and plan to try for a position with 
the government as a junior economist or some such position. 
I have always been interested in government and politics. 

I 'm awfully sorry to have put you to so tUuch trouble 
to secure my Review of Discharge in such a limited time 
and then not use it as I had told you I had planned to 
do , but I think this is a wiser move. 

There is one other matter I wanted to ~ention. In 
regards to the w1fortunate situation that arose in my 
home- town of Three Rivers , I was very happy with the 
steps you took , and feel that any such instances of 
discrimination should be publicly censured and whatever 
steps that may be necessary taken. I felt from the first, 
however , that there was so~ething strange in this case, 
since the funeral directors at home had never before follow-

ed any such line of action. After making a two or three 
day trip to Three Rivers and tal.King with ray fa:nily and 
many of :ny friends , I found that my suspicions had been 
borne out. That is not to say that there was notning out­
of-the-way in the incident. I'm sure there was. The 
truth of the matter is, nonever, that tne boy ' s parents 
and his wife had had an argument over the funer3.l 
arrangeraents and h:1d co ae to the conclusion that th.e 
best thing to ~o was to have tne cere~ony in 1 priv1te 
home. AS to what occurred afte~ that, noone seens to be 
sure. It does seem strange , nowever , that the funeral 
director Nould refuse to perform tne services in the chapel , 
especi~lly in view of the fact th3t not only the boy , but 
his father , Lupe Longoria , and tne entire family a re very 
mu.ch respected by everyoc1e in towu .. Lupe is, in fact , 
tne acknowledged leader of the ""1exican 7oNnH , both in 
advice and politics , thougn he h9lds r10 official office . 
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Tnis is not to say that you should have done othe{' 
than you did , for had I been in your position I would have 
done the same thing in all probability . It was the only 
action possible in view of all the bad publicity , even if 
further investigation turned up facts to show that the 
circumstances were not exactly as reported. The town as 
a whole is rather upset about tne situation , not because 
of the shadow that i s thrown on them , but because they 
feel that the matter was not fully investigated before 
action was taken. They fe~l that the criticism levied at 
them is unjust , especially since the race relations in 
Three Rivers are by far above the average for a town in 
that section of Texas , and are constantly and steddily 
improving. I fear that you have lost much of their 
support , and although I am sure that if it neant over­
looking such discrimination to octain it you would rather 
do Nithout it, it might not be a ba d idea to nake 1 

complete and thorough investigation and then make a 
public statement of the facts. For not only is the feel­
ings of the people of Three Rivers involved , but those 
of the entire county of Live Oaie '.l.nd those surrounging . 

But who am I to aovise you? I a:n sure tnat you 
will follow the path that see~s to you best. In any 
event you aave •ny .vholehearted support. 

I Nan t to thank you again for you work 011 .ny be­
nalf and to say that if I nay ever oe of a.ny help to 
you , t by all ~eans f~el free to call on ~e. 

Again tnanks , and I a~ 
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Februa ry 15, 1949~ 

My dea r F riend: 

I sha ll a.lways 'be g r ateful .for the letter 
you ha ve v1'r:itten n~e about the ....... o:ngoria fa mily. 
They a :re a rriving tonight, w idovv j d a ughter ,. 
siste r , :raother and three brot hers ., a,nd I am 
h a ving tv;o of my s~creta rie s me e t them <:.:> t the 
phine. The fune r 0.l will he tom orrow .~~fte rnoon . 

If' I c <;:,n ever b e of service t o y ou o r a ny 
of my olher .friends i n E l r ·a so, you m ay be 
sure of my be s t effort$. 

Since~ely, 

! .;yndon B . Ja hn$on. 

Mrs . Fred Va lde z . 

Rout e f l, Box 236, 

E l ::· a so , Texa s. 

m 
~or~.tr ,_.s,11n:n.1 
lG:~ftft.~.. fell" 



Route 1, Box 236 
El Pe.so , Texas 

Hon . Lyndon Johnson . 
Senate Office Bldg
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

For seeing that our Texas son, Felix Longoria. 1 got a 
decent funeral, one in standing for the life he gave 

. that we all might enjoy democracy, my deepest 
congra tula ti ons t 

For seeing that a Texas son fif Mexican descent got the 
recognition befitting his unselfish .service, my hat is 
off to you t 

Your actions verify what we preached when seeking votes 
for your election . It is gratifying, inieed, to see 
your purposes and progress come to realization . 

We pre.y the Lord to keep you and guide you for our 
Nation's sake . 

Yours very sincerely, / 

~~v~ 

Mrs . Fred Valdez 



Mr dear hlen<lt 

I waa Ye17 happy to beaJ' fNI 7°'a aaada1 
end I wan' 70'1 t-o know \Isa~ I am dNpq _.teltal 
foi- th• pneroaa ...,,_,. authorized bf J'CMI' 
~ Conftntlon. 

~n, aav- 1 ..., ti&&\ ., p&ft. in t.be ttttl' 
wu ...:U, bat l • Pl'*d and tblnktul \bat l 
OCNld do l1b&t 1 did. 

1 _,..ell~ appneiat. JV1&r in\U9et in 
me now and in Ule pa.A. %t 1a a, hope \bat. we 
can 1I01'k p\bc' in. tbe f\l\t.ate tw the ot 
all , ..... 

Mr. l om .J. llOl'Nft 
Unit.eel La~ oan CiUHM 

710 Soanl.on aw, 
llolllton 2, Tua.a 
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OFFICE OF 

JOHN J. HERRERA 
LULAC REGIONAL GOVERNOR 

710 SCANLON BLDG. 

HOUSTON a, TEXAS 

LEAGUE OF 

UNITED LATIN -AMERICAN CITIZENS 
"t:::l/-ll { o't Dn~ can.d D~ /o't t:::l/-((11 

February 1, 1949 

Hon . Lyndon B. Johnson , 
United StalEs Senate, 
Washington , D. c. 

FEB 2 

RE : Case of Felix Longoria 

Dear Senator Johnson : 

This is to advise you that at our Texas 
Regional Convention _here in Houston , Texas, January 
29th and 30th , a resolution was sponsored and pre­
sent ed by the Houston Council and myself thanking 
you for your attention in the matter of Felix Longoria . 
The resolution was unanimously passed by all Texas 
Councils present and as the resolution specified 
that you be sent a copy of it , you may expect it 
within the next few days from our mutual friend , 
Mr . Gus c. Garcia of San Antonio , Texas . 

All of your Houston friends and myself 
wish to congratulate you on your recent victory in 
the Supreme Court of the United States . With best 
wishes , I am 

JJH:MG 
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Karch 8, 1949 . 

M7 dear Fr1end 1 

I appreoSate ve111 much 7our letter ot 
the twent1-elahth in re rd to the reburial 
ot Felix Longozt1a . 

ll'J part ln th1a was small but I was 
proud '° do what I could to help provide thl• 
Aaerloan soldier with the aort ot deoent, 
Chr1at1an bu.rial h1a ••rvloe deserved. 

Your letter was oerta1nl7 hear arming. 

With mJ beat regarda , 

SinoerelJ', 

LJDdc>n B. Jobnaon 

llr . George __ 
par nt or Phlloao~ 
tTniveraltJ' ot Alabama 

t1n1veraS.t7, Ala . 
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UNIVERSITY OF A L ABAMA 

Hon . Lyndon S. Johnson, 
United States Senator, 
Washington , D.c. 

DEPARTMENT OF PH ILOSO PHY 

UNIVERSITY, ALA. 

Feb 28 1949 . 

4./l 

My dear Senator Johnson : I want to Join all others who 
feel grateful to you as I do,ror your action in securing 
worthy burial tor the Mexican Felix Longoria , who was deprived 
of honorable recognition by a Texas Burial Home . 

I have just read of your action in THE PROGRESSIVE and hasten 
to assure you of my pride in your action in this case . 

Very cordially, 

George Lang . 
Dept of Philosophy. 
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deer Priemlt 

10\l . so amch tw 7°"' poet&1 card 
It iaade 1117 dq lllOh • 

I wu W17 to be able what 
.. ~ ............. .u- .. \o NU.en mvdliat4on ot the LoDaar1a 

""'"""""'r.a.""""1 a\ R1 vera . 

SlnoenJ¥, 
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Lone Star Lane 
La Marque, Texas 
Feb.2I-'49 

We your well-wishers and admirers continue 
to watch your activities with pride. Instances 
are too numerous to mention, but the case of the 
Three Rivera lad ie a caae 1n point. 

Our heartiest 

[2 of 2, Front]
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u.s. Senator !.Q'ndon B. Johnson 
Washington, D. C. 

I) 

Ill 
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Pebrua17 23, 191&9 

117 dear Prienia 

I •s deep]¥ grateful t,o have 7our 
kind poet card wld.ob reached .,. .d•* tha 
bright and tair ... Ding in Wa1l14Nton. 

The part I plqed 1n tbe Felix LoD1oria 
oaae waa ..n, but I wu iJ.ad to ebare in 
Me1ng tb&t t.bia hers . Ind the decent 
Allarioan burial be deMned. 

With appreciation tor yot.r c011Bente 
and with very be•t wiabaa, 

81nc•rell'1 

13Ddon B. Johnaon 

Ur. Har17 Culbartaon Bailq 
IAW1nil.le1 Texaa 

Cll 
Longoria 1nc!de& - nas.1tV 1 bm-17 culberUor.t 
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February 22, 1949. 

Dear 1ohnny: 

Some ol your conatltuenta 

intrlaue me .. 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. J' ohnaon. 

Hon. 1ohn Lyle. 

House of .Repreaentailvea, 

Waahinaton, D. C. 

aorla. fella 
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·~-----------------~----~--~·-----·.,.._.~--------------~--------._...----.._. ...... ______ _......_ __ _.. __ ,.._ __ ._.. __ ._.. __ __ 

-FEB 2 2 A.M. 

Dear Mary : 

500 So . riayne Stree t !' 
Ar lin€~ton, Va . 

Gl elie 6224 
NA.vy R.ep1n lic 7400 ,Ex . 7933 

I Rm s aYJ.dinr:; you the enclosed for Johnso ' s scrap book . I t 
i s !1. l ovel y pi cture and a sacred one. 

I a m sure you a r e enjoyin~ your new offi ce and your new dut i es 
and I wi sh a l l of you success . 

~'i t h k i nEie s u personal regR.r ds I qm , 

Sincere l y your s 

Eliza e t 1 Pangle 
7 

f.t='~ 
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F b ry 22, 1949. 

My dear Friend: 

me the cllppf.na of the Lo o 1'oy'a f er at 

With kind I 

Mi•• Elizabeth F a e, 
500 S . Wayne Sbeet, 
Ar , V r-.--

• 

, I a..m 

Sincer ly, 

Lyndon .B. Iohn on. 
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A.cmePbot• 

'1~ 'Unwanted' Veteran Given Hero' s Burial in Arlington Cemetery 
Accompanied by friends, the family of Felix Longoria 
·{Mrs. Guadelupe Longoria, mother; Mrs. Sara Marino, sis­
ter-in-law; Caroline .'Longoria, sister; .his daughter, Ade· 
leta, 8, .and his wife), mourn as he was given a hero's · 

. funeral at Arlington yesterday. Although he died in action, 
the family had trouble getting an undertaker in Three 
Rivers, Tex., it was charged, because.he was a Latin-Ameri· 
can. Gen. Pershing is buried a few yards away. 

A.f .... ~~f.Jps Caribpean Ba~es 611.'Buried Here 
To:Stay. Wi~hin Truman Budget After Texas 'No', 

D~ C. Killer Tells 
OfJhird Murder 

(Cemttnued from Firat Page) B,. United Pre11 · •plans to provide more planes this · :a,. 1nternat1ona1 New• Sern~e 
. . . . . The Air :POrce announced yes· year than Mr. Truman asked for. The body of Felix Longoria. a 

llcemen who responded to · the terday it is reducing its squadrons But he said some congressmen Texas. GI of Mexican descent 
shoothi1 alarm, Hunter fled to and bases tn the Caribbean area who saw the Air Force's big dem· whose famlly found trouble in 
Baltimore hiding there until in another cutback aimed at keep. onstration for the President and paying him final honor in his 

' . . ing within President Truman's Congress Tuesday were depressed home town, was buried yesterday 
e~ectlon ntght. "tight" . fiscal 1950 . budret. because of the high cost of the in the resting place of the nation's 

On the night of Nov. 3, <tetec· Three bases will be closed: at ~ew machines and the realization heroes. · . , 
tlve Sgt. Paul . E. Clarke was Atkinson Hyde Park · British that if we can,,make them, ot1>:er The remains of Longoria, 36-

b .i 1 . ' Bl F rte st people can too. · year-old Mexican-American who 
routed fro?'. his bed Y an . n- Gu ana, Beane, eux 0 • • Yesterday's was the second Air was kllled in action in the Philip. 
formant who reported Hunter in ~i~a, a an:rifi~~ll~:~t ~~dl~~~ns, Force cut In the last six weeks. pines, were interred a~ Arlington 
a restaurant in the 500 block T~ ' d m be trans- On Jan. 11 the Air Force cancelled National cemetery. 

t . · . . ee squa rons w $300,000,000 In Jet and transport Attended by the widow by 
Eleventh S. SE. ClaCL in not ferred or retired from active duty, plane contracts, announcing It other members of Longoria's'fam- ~ 
much more than his pajamas, an and the civilian personnel of the would tise the money to buy addl· lly and by congressional military l 
overcoat, his badge and ~un, Ca:l~bean B ~~O :~~~~d will be tlonal · B·36 superbombers. Whlle and diplomatic dignitaries, the in· 
C!4rke sped to the lunchl'oom, cu rom , . • . . not an immediate cash reductlo~, terment rites took place at a 
entering with his badge in one Second Air Force Cut the move curtalls the Air Forces mass burial of 20 fighting .men 
hand his gun in the other . ; . expansion plans and shifts empha- whose bodies were·brought' ta. Ar· . . ·· j ~areful search of Hun~r pr~ The action ca.me as House sis to strategic bombardment. lington from wartim' cem.'eterlea 

·· d ecf .onJll'· r1tle ammUI1ltlon· - ·· Speaker Rafburn revealed ~. that Tb~ ot~er services'also have a~· overseas. .·-...· -~:,. • · ·: ~~ 
- . . . .. · • many congressmen are "fe.ellnr nounced .~~tbac:ks to flt the $14,· · . T!le site ch~ .was ~t~• . few. 

Alexandria pollce credited Rich pretty blue" about( the high cost 268,0001000 defenfe bU<1get for the paces distant trom the '·arave-of 
mond underworld sources" with of the nation's air power.:. He 12 months beginning next July 1. Genera.1 of the Armies John J. , 
Information t.o the effect that made the statement ·after · the Pershing, on a grassy slope over· 
Hunter was the man who slew. congressional · ·' "Big Four" · dis- SlZ,OOO Forrestal Aide looking the Potomac river, and 
their fellow policeman, Robert M. cussed the .. pros and cons of a In congress, meanwhile, ' the known as "Pershing Hill." 
Harris, in the early mor.ptng of 'lO·group Air Forcj! with· President House armed services committee Sen. Lyndon B. Johnson <D> of · 
Sept. 11. Several weeks of check· Truman. · voted to give Defense secretary Texas, who arranged the Arling. 
!or ~Y _both ,departments resulted Rayburn did not say what the Forrestal a $12,000·a·year under· ton . burial for Longoria, headed . 
in Yesterdays session at the Dis- President thought about House secretary who would have full au· the congressional delegation at 
trlct jail. Hunter broke after two •. · · thorlty over the military establish· the ceremonies 
hours of questioning. ment In Forrestal's absence, and The senator ' intervened when 
•cop 'Made Me Mad'' Senator,· w.·1 e would out.rank the secretaries of the undertaker . in . Longorta•s 

Army, Navy and Air. home town, Three Rivers, Tex., de-
Forrestal testified he is snowed nied the f amlly the use of a mor· He .went to the Virginia city 

after ammunition for his rifle, he 
told the detectives. He carried 
with hiin a high.powered German 

Hurt 
'
•n Crash under by work. He said his duties tuary chapel for funeral services 

include supervision of clvlllan tie- there. 
fense planning and . "protection Relatives asserted that the re­
against methods of unconven· fusal was due to the heroic sol· r111e unassembled and the 35-call· MOORESVILLE, N. c., Feb. 16 

ber automatic he later used at the <UP>-Sen. Johnston <D> of 
theater. He bought his ammunl· South Carolina was one of four 
tlon and hid the automatic in a persons injured today in a . head· 
patch of weeds not far from the on auto · colll· · 
comer of Washington and Madi· slon near here. 

. son streets while Jte awaited a J 0 h n st on . . · 
bus to return him to the District, and his wife ' 
he said. were en route 

Harris approached him as he from washing· 
stood there, asked him his busi· ton to their 
ness there. · home in Spar· 

"That,,cop's attitude made me tanburg, s. c., 
10 m~d. Hunter recallecl yester- when an auto 
day, I told him my business was passing · a big 
none of his business and I ran to traller-truck on 
m~l:~r pc:Ii1:Jetr::e f ~f::~ .~p my a hill crashed 

The safety catch was on and Into their car• 
nothing happened, except that the State high· 

· Harris "kept right o~ c~~ing f~r ~! .. ,fatrol re-

tlonal warfare" such as atomic, dler's Mexican ancestry. How· 
biological and chemical attack. ever, · the undertaker later de­

The committee delayed until clared his decision resulted from a 
nf?xt week final action on bllls famlly "feud." The family dented 
to bulld a · $161,000,000 radar that a feud existed 
screen around North America and · B tri 

· to begin work on a 3,000·mlle-long Besides the widow, Mrs. ea ce 
guided missile test range. Both Longoria, relative~ present for the 
measures have· been approved by final rites in~luded: 
subcommittees. The soldier 1 8-year-old daugh· 

--- --"7, - ter, Adelita: his mother, M~s. 
Robert Allen to Speak Guadelupe Longoria; his brothers, 

Lupe, Alberto and Alfredo; a sls· 
Col. Robert Allen · wlll speak at ter, Carolina Longoria, and a sil­

the Jewish Community center to- ter-tn-law, Sara Marino. 
day at 8:30 p.m.' on his book, 1---- --- -------

ADVEICTISEMENT 

"lnslde Washington." The public ~ 
is Invited. 
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than1ca tor )'Ot1I' lat ot the 17th. I, 
ot course, · U.on 1n the ~ 
inc ,andI ~ · 1n 
intormtion JVU me and I want to thank J'OU• 
t tho time I ranted to giw you what I had 

at hand and w1 th the that ~ t. be able 
to it. 

I that can tch the 'ba1ll across 
the u.t am their little invaat4gat1cm and 
k9ep 100 poeted on what theJ' aro doing 

Sincerel.11 

1ql¥1on • Johnson 
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.FEB 2J AM 
I ' '1 . •I lo. 

LAW O FFICES 

SMULLEN & DE GEURIN 

JAMES 0. SMU LL,EN 

E . M . D E G E URIN 

1 00 £AST 13TM S"' R E:ET 

AUSTIN , T EXAS 

Senator Lyndon B. Johnson 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator: 

February l?, 1949 

I appreciated your letter of February 8th with 
ref erenee to the Three Rivers incident . 

I had no intention at the time I wrote you 
about this matter of making it appear that I thought 
you had done anything but that which shoulcfliave 
been done, but I thought you would want to know what 
some of the people apparently were thinking about 
the incident . 

I enclose several clippings from the Austin 
paper which appeared yesterday and today . 

With kindest personal regards to you and all of 
the force , I am 

EMD: jr 
Enc . 

Sincerely , 
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AMERICAN LEGION 
CLAREN , MOBLEY ST 359 

Carrizo Springs, Texas 

Marola !'7.19'1 

Mr. Trana B.BrJa•, PrM •• 
. nrat Jtatlonal 'Ben 
Br,aa,Teaa 

Deer Tran•: 

MAR 31 P.M. ·· 

Ia tur•heraaoe ot tJa• d1•••••1oa ot the Loagorla ca" (ud oommenta on 
same •• theJ _, concern Lp4oa) I note th• oon,enta ot yoar moe• reoeat 
le'tter.- aa4 win to adTiH that I aoottutlJ gathen4 ecme addltloaal 
1atormt1oa on the •ame topte la aa ~lau Legioa ... ,lag at lagle 
Paaa thl• week-ea4. Tb.en were Legl tree preaat trca Oarrtso Sprillp, 
Orfatal CltJ', h lla, DllleJ, A.abertoa, lagle P-, Uyal , Peanall. , 
DlllQ' aad. SU. .u•oaio. Ia tJae ooune of ov ..U gatherillp after oar 
buaiaeu ••••loa acmeone brotagllt u.p tile aabj • ot tu Loagorta caH 
ud anenl ot tile fello• were Ter1 frank (a• uaa.al aaoag Legioanairea 
aad •) la ptt their optni•• ott •ulr oheata. Penoaallr, I 
toot oceaeloa to keep oat ot lhe cUaoueaioa Wltl l I ooal.4 gatller t1le 
tren4 of their thl ac ae I lale• all of '1le tellon penoaallJ" '-7 trequ t 
eontaeta. It 4nelope4 that aoet ot th• ha4 eeovecl tu ba•l • tact• ot 

.. :;. -. ~· ••• aact ftre of tile oplal that the Uadenaker 1 "lftd wa• :rel7 
'" ' to a•o14 t?"OU.t.le- whtc1a. ••-s to go alQag w1 tla manJ Latia-.&Mrioaa 
tunerala in thl• area. 11eDJ7 Palate (who Toted tor Lp4 whtle Illa wite 
we• worlrla'- tor Coke).· waa quite oatspokea la ort tici• ot the aot1oa ot 
the State Le elatare 1• Mk1 g auoh a 'lg baue or tile •tter. Pal.Jll• 
1• one of ~ beet trl eacla aJMl a •oat aotin •n4 wt.4elJ knowa World War I 
nteraa tl'Oll saa ~ntc-aio u.4 I hil4 hi• la -.y rooa at lagle Pa•• h:>tel 
tor all exten494 41aeue ion ot tile •tter. Tile firet thing tkt I foma4 
oat trca )ala wae tbat Jae ls for L)'ll4oa- ttnt-laat aa4 all tile •J• Be 
ltae lHte1l lleanag some of tlle eame nm.rim a o.at L784•' • al.le 
ia anent!• 1• tla• Lo orla ca.. aa4 beUeTea , aa moat ot the other 
yeterau la our .. ttag 414, that l t l• aoeUJ Jut a 18' ot poat-eleottoa 
'ripe tJ-a. tu Con 4t e-har4a wbo ••14 coad LJD4oa oa aay score that 
mt -t hurt la~r. BoWftr, tll• t tbat I waat Lp.4on to now now la 
that the wtaole grou.p ot wterau ta attea4aaee at our •etlag we:re a 
great deal disturbed ewer \he matte!'- bat ailted la their npport or \lae 
acUoa ot tJae Undertaker i ll'Yol "4. To •xrre•• 1 \ ia another wa1 • tlae7 
seeaed to tbl ak tbat tbere • • abeol \el1 no d1aortmlna'1oa an4 that the 
fellow wae J••t a little blaa t l a letU the Lon orl a olaa kaow tllat he 
d14a • t nat to get 111xe4 ap la a lJ brawl ,etc. A.f'8r •U. it ,. 
fellow owaad hie bueiae•• • b.e ahould ban th• prtftl ot ehooaiag hi• 
cueta.eref fteJ tell • \hat thi• 1• one ot the o ttlia left Oil the tao• 
ot tb• eartll where J01l can clo that aort ot thl agt Tile Poe ater (• ten.a) 
at Batalla baa 1aTeaUgate4 thra tri eada a t Three Rl••N aD4 told me 
that the whole thi •at1Dk•" 1naota~ aa proof ot di ao71M1Dat1oa. 

-1-
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AMERICA LEGION 
CLAREN¢a MOBLEY Fi SI 359 

Carrizo Springs, Texas 

L ol1.a oa .. - ooat1aue4-

I am ••l'J glacl (and reallr ezpeete4 pg to clo S.t) that JOU •••' 1ntormt1oa 
,0 LJIMl• 'hat I haft preri:MalJ CO&'f'e~ to J'OG OJl 'Ile ••te • Atte:r all 
(with the pluralttr ao oloee) It la aot st that Lp4 haa plu 1 ~ 
oppoa1t1 • I aa Terf gratified tllat I ba4 an opportualt~ to a4dreaa our 
ga'1lerln& of Teterau la • Paa• 'ht• week-• aad tell tb• ta at cere 
wor4a tat I un· ne'f'8r b ... laoki •• a CO\lll't;J' Tete Se~oa Ottteer 
la ptttq ooopera:Uoa tra Lpl oa elaia caee1J- c.a4 I nner hesitate to 
aak tor 1lts at4 wllea tile Ye eraaa 1nia,ra'1 geta into tbetr N u 
"rel ta,.• aa4 -Hok paaet • atUtwl• on legitimate olaiu. 

I tnow tbat aeltlae:r LJD4oa aor oar lfit~ D1atr1 t Coagrea ,Llo,.l ts , 
caa pertona mir elea, bat bot• ot th.a Ylll '811 yoa that I dau sure 
eall upa. thea aD4 ex-pre•• sq •l•o re newpot.au oa a ~ rt• of th1ap­
l•Tl tile 4ee1atoa u4 aoUaa to tll• la a eordaaoe witla tlutlr po n 
aa4 :reatricttou. I ....... JG•t ooaple • Mrl•• o't letten to Beata•• 
co oern a lltUe •tter la wllio Ile al.aoat oallA4 ae a •"1r4 ( ta 
l te oloa Of com-ae) aad we are qaite ia agreeanoe e.t t!ai• ti• 
la oa.r th1 19g tor \lae Haettt ot tho•• other 'thaa oura.i ...... JIJ I •r 
be repea\lag- I 4oa•t ldad a oae .. 11 • a - ot-a- 'blt•'• btl\ I 
"111 da• •N begta to worr, tr an ou ..... r prow t tt Soth .,. wt.te 
aa4 ~ worked •• ham to pt L all4 Lloid eleetei a• J'CMil aa4 
apelt wornt to pt r14 ot Oil» G11olar1at- t.ut we ha4 a little better laok 
oa LJ!Ml aa4 Llb,.tt 

IJl c loetoa. I •nt to ihallk 70&1 tor .. .., me tntormecl oa J'O'lr new ... 
wh1eh I bl 1 re•pect- all4 it 1• nperfl.a w .. 7 'that I concur wittl 
y:>a. ta moat nerJthl 'tllat concern• tlle bea•tlt• ot tlloee 1a whom w 
pla e oar traat. •• are both ao l••• Yeh \ 1Ja reaa oar opt lou 
aboat t oae wham .. 41al1ket oorcU to Dale Car1utgl•• .. •1 aot be 
wt too -1' trleacla aa4 u 1 too _.,. people- 'bu\ • caa 
dam. sure re•t peaee l~ a\ ai t aa loag ae we 4oa' t •haDP ou.r general 
matho4e :it. 4 w1 tJa oar tell0911aaT 

n4 .. t perao rep to J'°"• 

Slneerel.7, 

~j(/ 
K.B.Me10J 
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J 1aJ7 27, ig.9 

Mike' the l »J.tv'94 in tbe ImJ&or1& 
~hlng VU a Yflr1 OM 1 'but it WU one that 
l took 1a pwt md. one 1n wh1oh 
l boJ9 .,. aotioD vUl Un a ills ettect tor 
goo4 - tber than .ic. eit•ti th1e cne 
VOrM. 

Bon.ora'ble Nlc l J. ---­
CoU.CJto of ~ 
Ph1lad•l»hi& 6, ._ ... .., 

... Ill 
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OFFICE OF THE COLLECTOR 

DISTRICT NO. 11 

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS 

FOR THIS OFFICE TO THE COLLECTOR 

Dear Lyndon: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
BUREAU OF CUSTOMS 

PHILADELPHIA 6, PA. 

January 25, 1949 . . IN REPLY REFER TO: 

I am enclosing an editorial from the Philadelphia 
'Inquirer' published about 10 days ago . The 'Inquirer' 
is strictly a Republican paper and for that reason I was 
all the more ·pleased with the editorial concerning you . 
It is just the kind of a thing that your friends lmow 
you would do, and may I add my own humble but sincere 
praise to what the 'Inquirer ' has said for this act or 
kindness on your part which not only offset the intemper­
ate attitude or others but which also undoubt~dly brought 
happiness to the loved ones of this boy who gave his life 
for his country. 

All good wishes for a successful term - which I know 
you are going to have and which I am sure will reflect 
credit upon your State and upon yourself . 

With warmest regards , I am, 

Very sinjfel:" 

~,_,/~r 
Michael J . Br~:y . 

(Collector of Customs) . 

Honorable Lyndon B. Johnson, 
Washington, 
D. c. 

MJB:B 
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,Bigotry Toward. War Pead 
The arguments against di~crimination in 

the cases of men who gave their lives for C 
- their country in war are so strongly evident t ; 

that it is cause for genuine surprise· that a: 
there should ever be occasion to repeat them. ~ 

Yet the case of the refusal of a funeral s: 
home in Three Rivers, Texas, to handle the 
burial of a soldier of Mexican ancestry "be- c; 
cause white people might object" is a re- g 
minder that bigotry is less a matter of logic H" 
than of emotional prejudice.·· A~ 

It may be doubted that the Texas funeral a\ 
home spoke for all the "white people" when A \ 
it spurned pleas of the dead soldier's relatives . 
that he be buried near his home. Certainly di, 
all the citizens of Three Rivers can't be so cc~ 
blind that they fail to see that patriotic sacri- tl 
fices knows no racial or religious barriers. w 

In this case the episode erids on a note of rr 
justice. Thanks to the intercession of Texas g­
Senator Lyndon B. Johnson, the body of the q 
soldier, Felix Longoria, will be buried with 
full .honors in Arlington National Cemetery. 8 . 

But this does not relieve the Texas funeral n ; 
home of criticism for its disgraceful attitude. it 
Nor does it condone the existence of preju- T 
dices offered in weak justification of that at- p 
titude. · p. 

The soldier's grave in Arlington will be a 
more than a resting place for one who died 
for his country. It will stand as a silent re- H 

buke to the bigotry which made it necessary Ji 
to bury Felix Longoria far from his home. b 
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! ur t,Lol~~ti · ·::u.l lottr~1,. 
l:W · 1 HO l 'eel veljr ln · nt ~ a . 

r ' i1all .Ul'\i'f~vo ch'"'rich 
I deeply .;bt'1ree:tat t . · ~~ pix..,· 
"f'n:'itten~ 

1.h"",•· John ~-O·:r.nl<.:S .J ~)CCi""Otdl eif 

3!'" ( d 
it was 

S:lnce.,. oly ,. 

:? x ~,, .... at o~..: of .:o~dco Society 04 ~ in-.. ::1.:- "' "'ice t;• 

20'( v:·r a.~la!J tt ' )!$ t 
• ;,..., ,~ ·ri1:1 rr10· · .. l"\.o 
1.,r;..,,. ;, RJ ., - "''•K~ 
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FEDERACION DE SOCIEDADES MEXICO LATINO AMERICANA 
207 ST. CHARLES 

HOUSTON, TEXAS 

THE HONORABLE SENATOR LYNDON JOHNSON, 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

Reference: Case of : 

Felix Longoria., Soldier, 
Three Rivers, Texa.a 

Ja.nuary 19, 1949 

Reference ts ma.de to subject case in which you honorably took 
a.oti ve action. 

This communication on beha.lf of our society is to express app­
reciation for your services in rendering justice to a patriotic 
and humane cause. 

. ' ' 
' .. 

The result which this c~se ultimately produced has had no small 
effect on our fellowmen. It is heart warming to realize tha.t 
gradually, our n~tion is fo4lowing ~ pattern of Judicious intent in 
solving society's problems of human prejudices; a pattern being set 
by men such as you. 

The wide spread coverage of this case ta.king to the people of our 
state a.nd country the story of the military honors given this 
soldier of the United StQtea ~nd the courtes•es e•tended to 
his fimily will long be remembered. as true Americanism. Your 
own deeds will not go unheralded. 

Ag~in, from a.n appreciative people-- THANKS •••••• 

Sincerely yours, 

~'?J(~ 
~Morales, Secretary 

Original. copies to: 

The Honorable Governor Beauford Jester 
Mr. Wi:llia.m Smith 
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.Januar)' 26, 1949 

M.f dear Mr. Babe I 

Thank JOU tor rour letter ot Jamaa17 20th with the 
encloMd t.earahee\ tna the THREE B.IVEkS NEWS. I aeSUM 
trca 1'fNZ l.t.ter that 10U don ' t know all t.be raot• and 
the -.ll part. t ha. I plqed in the l..angoria oaee . 

I received a "1re aetting forth an incidert'tt \bat 
at'11"'•""':-.n 1n Three Rivere, Texaa . Alter receiYing the 'Mi.re 

I want.eel to - t l oould to be Mlphl, but - t the aame 
time retrain t:raa do1na ~ that. would be out ot keeping. 
CouequentlT, aft.er recei :. t.be '9J.egna, I call-1 Tau 
and talJred to two Y•r'3 honorable, obJee\ive, int.ellil'lllt 
men 1n whom I have great. contid4Nl0•. The7 , alrea4T 
heard about, the incident, had im'eatipted it &ad aubatan­
t1al.l.7 nritied the raota that were ••t forth in the wire 
to me, whenupon l eent a t.elegna adYiaing t he boq ot 
Felix l.oqoria ooW.d be buried in either the Ar~ 
latioaal C..t..17 in WubS.ngt.Gll or in t.bf· •tional llil­
ita17 C..te17 at Fort. Saa Hou.aton. I made no recaa­
aendat.ion ot when the bod¥ abo\&l.d be buried and e~ 
aaked that the · ~ of kin (in thia caae Mn. Beatrice 
Longoria) adviae me her wiehea in the inat.t.er. 

She wired nae that abe .. a baPP7 to accept tbe 
otrer ot t.be United Statea A.., to ha•• the tuneral in the 
ArliDcton lational C-t..17 with tull ailit.&17 hcmon . For 
the action that I took or the manner in which I did it, 
I have no a.pol.ogi.. to u.ke. I want to ~e it ol..ear 
to 7ou that I did not release the eto17 here, the eatire 
publ.icit,7 origlm.ted in Taaa. l no contrGl owr it 
and had no dMire ye uv ccinneot.icm td.th the attair 
e:xoept to ~•• thu.t an AMrican aoldier was given a 
decent ·urial under honorable conditione . 

I have no peraonal. interest lllhere the bo7 1a 
buried. That 1• a ... t.ter tor hia wife to decide . Con­
eequ.en~, after adviein& her that either ot the above 
t.wo plaoea were available a a a burial plao• tor her 
bueband l have taken no further aotion in the matter. 

In a letter traa tbe Presidmt ot the Chamber 
of Cc:maerce, he adaitt.ed that •Mr. l.enned.7 aaade a m.1.atake" . 
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Pag• lo. 2 

In the •oond oolam of the paper tlich 7ou .. nt nae , I 
notic• vbere Kr. lenneQ' 9&7• he aacle•ot,her at..at.ementa 
that could poeaibl7 be aieconatru.t" . He goea on to aq 
•I can anl7 d•fend 117eelt tor the t aot that I w.a 
unJuaU, accuaed and &nil')" when I wad• that et&t..it. 
Mr. lenned.J contirmea •1 tree.17 adllit that 1n the exci\e -
aent, I nwle etat•a.nta that I would be ha. )7 to retract• . 

ln all ot J&:¥ Or.GllllllioaUons tna the people ot 
Three atvera , llOt a •in&l• ono baa undertaken to give m.e 
the taota aa t.be7 Wldentood thea \o be, but on the o\ber 
band t.be7 ban· gone out or t.heir wq to b• oritioal ot 
ST aotiana .lld.thout lmolfinc _,t.hing about the intonaation 
that 1 bad. 

1 trv.at. that the aboY• intonation will give 70'1 
aome taota tbat 70'1 didn ' t otbend.•• · :ve and that JOU 
will Wldentand and ap >reoiat• rq poeiticll 1n the matt.er. 

L,ndon B. Johnaan 

Jlr. 01.tn Babe 
Three Ri.Yera, Tau 

jc;gs War - Longoria Felix 
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Hon. Lyndon B.Johnson 
United Stales Senate 
W e.shington, D. C • 
Dear Senator 

Three Rivers, Tex. 
Jan. 20, I949. 

Please accept the marked page from the 'Ehree Rivers 
News sent by Glen Rabe,avoter of Texas. 

I believe you did more harm tor the state or Texas 
in five minutes or unguarded speech than you can undo in the 
'f'eW years and possibly a very few you are a u.s.senator. 

Your dis~inted voter, 
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REPLIES ~~~ 
United S1 

'THREE . ' ' . ' 
RIVE R

. ·~~ 

' . . , · ~~ 

~·--....... .. 
. • ,, ,.- · • . ""- "'"'= ·~ry honors at the funeral 

•· ·Washlngt1 
trouble in the funeral chapei. I. felt Dear' ' Se11 

/ .. ''Kn Th T th'' 'v\rrangements were made,to fur-
/ 0 w e ru ni~ firing squ&d, color b~auers, color 

( ~ guard and bugler from American Le-

that by : encouraging her to use her · Your · i 
own house if would· be · up to her to sent you 
handle any situation that· might come to the bt 

~~~ .... of _ _P.iree . ~vers . are going gion Post 413 and pall bearers would 
, all out to teli the world the truth a- be furnished by the family. 
bout the situation whichl\ within the (Signed . Lupe L~ngoria, Jr. 

up. caused c 
However, if Mrs~ Longoria had minds of 

past ten days, has brought censure Alberto Longoria. 
.. on this town, community and Stah 

mentioned any dissatisfaction to wheth 
with these arrangements, I representi 

The report was published last Tues­
. day, by newspapers and radio, that T. 

W. Kennedy, Jr., a local tµidertaker, 
.bad refused to re-bury the body uf 
Felix Longoria, a returned war· hero, 
because he was of Mexican ancestry. 
Since that time, city officialst ~t­
master, newspai:;er editor, officials of 
.the · Chamber of Commerce, and oth­
er residents of Three RivetS have re­
ceived derogatory, abusive and, in 

.some cases, obsene letters !rom l>er--
sons from many pa".'ts of the nation. 

·Letters have also been received from 
persons who ul"derstand the situation 
and who lay the blame where it be-
longs. . 

That all may know the facts, we 
herewith publish statements written 

.and signed by persons most concem­
·ed and giving a complete account of 

·-1~'"1 
. LONGORIA.'$ BODY WILl. g 
BURIED IN ABOUT 30 DAYS •., ___ _ 

' Harold C. Smith, Commander 
American Legion Post 413. 

...... _...a• ..... ··-·:. ~ '~ .'.-: : : . ; ... .::; __ 'II ........... 

MR-. KENNED~'S STATME~ 
About t~o , months ago ?!irs. ~n­

goria, the deceased's -..y,Wt, · came 'into 
Ottr . offiCt!" . ancf·• ask~ if we would 
handle the services for he: husband, 
who was to be shipped home with.ill 
the next six mc,hths. We told her at 
that time that we would handle the 

would have been glad to work ·matter. , 
out almost anything that would 'In answ' 
have been satisfactory to her. you stat~ 

I wrote Mrs. Longoria and Dr. Gar- enforced 
cia letters, stating that . there was. a Kindly re 
misunderstanding, and that if I was hi Detroit Fl 
the wrong, then my opologies were and draw 
extended. A copy of her answer ap- · Previous 
pears below. one wor 

I have been honored to handle all Three Rive 
pf the funeral services for veterans Qf 'can . soldie: 
M1fxican descent in this a·~ea up . to than the · l 
this time, and will do my best t<' Three Ri' 

service, etnd on .'!anuary 8th she ' came handle them in a proper manner ·.:n father and 
to the bus depot and called me, stat- the future. for him to 
ing that she had two telegrams con- I freely admit that in the excite- Three Rive 
ceming the arrival of hP.r husband. ment I made statements which I would would hav 
So, in order to accommodate her, 1 be happy to retract, but feel that I soldier's b 
drove to the bus depot and talked :have been misquoted and. misj;udged town. 
with her about arrangements. Sh•'! I am Indeed proud that · so many of : This was 
asked to have the remain.:; left at the my new neighbors are willing to body of or 
Funeral Home, and at that time I forget my mistake. j I .am not a na- given his Ii 
tried to discourage her of that by tive of Texas, but I am proud to fore this 
asking if there was any place else she be called a Texan! . rangements 
could take the remains to: She said / 

(S~~) ··• · ·T;· W. Kennedy. brothers of 
she had· an empty house in Three merican Le 
Rivers and so I asked her if it would funeral. .J. 

not be better to tke the remains there. LE'ITER FROM MRS LONGORIA no differ 
• The erroneotm report has,/kone oi:t She said she was satlsfie<l to' do thst . Jan~ 14, 19f9. burial 1>f 
·· ·that the body of Felix Longoria was d th t d t l Rice Funeral Home, . . - ~-·" an so we en wen an sen a rep Y .~ Soldier. Ofl 

actually returned to Three Rivers and t th t 1 t ..., rt ur rth d + T. W. Kennert.~ T.. _. ~--"·~· ,'fi~ o e e egram o 1:: o " o epo.,. -v .....,,._.. formed us t 
· refused admittance · to the funeral nf' · th · dd ~... P. O;···· Bo~· 328, · 

co 1rmmg e rrev1ous a ress as "' squad and 
'home · here. THE FACT IS THAT where the remains were to be sent. Three Rivers, Texas. .,-
. HIS BODY. WAS SCHEDULED ro After that we went by the hous~ that Dear Mr . . Kenne.dy: been arra1t1 
ARiRIVE AT SAN FRANCISCO ON she had mentioned, to exsmine and I wish to acknowledge your ~letter ' alerted for 

A.N1D WILL REACH formed that ITSJANUFIN~· ~iSTINATION APPROX- plan as to where the casket and chairs dated Jan. ' 12 which i re~ivep to- buried here. 
could be put, and after completing•that day. I ' want to .thank yolf for your ·- Ther~ore 

.· 'IMATELY 30 DAYS AFTER·· ITS AB1 I took .her to . her uncle'li··house. ancl .. oHer •. ' h~~~~_i: I ;·~tbat,iL ~ easH-; un~ 
·'RIV AL IN AME'RIC:A. . ... before ' leaving asked am.in if shs was too late. ·' 1 / · " 

'"'- l f Thr R' · h •- e:.... Three River 
.1.ne peop e o ee Ivers ope "" '3atisfied and agltin she stated that she My husband will be buuc.i in Ar- over the rad 

arrange -~ ~ve. his. hur.ial hei:e. ·was. She took the bµs for Corpm llngton National Cemetery, W~g-
reports that --- -o Christi and it ic; my assumption that, ton, D. C. My thanks and gratiturde ments to ha, 

STATEMENT BY THREE RIVER~ apparently, her puarents did not lilt~ to the people of Three Riv~ for 
ton -Cemeter: CHAMBER OF COMMERCE ·" the arrangementi:i. However I was not their sentiment on the matter. 

· This, then ""--... T-a meeting of the bo. ard · ol direc .. contacted bv members of the famfl·· ·at I want to let you know that I bear 
-..... " 'J news-wires tors of ihe' 'Tfiree 'Rivers Chamber of that time. Instead, ·Dr. Hector Gar- no grudge and still think greatly of 

I ing in-not Commerce held on Thursday afternoon cia of Corpus Christi called me. As all of the people from Thi ee Rivers. mode. the m 
a resolution was adopted deploring we talked our conversation became· re I am sorry about the whole matte. 

. ~~~ the unflavorable publcity that thP. ther he·ated. It was my ur..derstanding Since~ely yours, R.ivers, the 
1 City of Three Rivers and its citizens that no one except Mrs. (Longoria, or Mrs. Beatrice Longoria. 

have received through the publication someone duly &uthorized by her, was 
of misconstrued. facts concf-rning the in a position to make · any arrange­
reported 'refusal of local undertaker, ments .for this funeral. I so stated 
T~ W. Kennedy, Jr. to bury one of our to Dr. Garcia, and in the heat of the 
fellow-townsme.1, Felix Longoria, who 'airgumeht undoubtedl!y made :cf.~e"tc 
was killed in :iction in the Phillipines statements that could possibly be mis­
in .1945. ~ construed. I made the statPmPn+ +haf. 

""'-- - ~~-- . 

C. of C. ·to 
•• •• 

School 
In \1a ~ 
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Glen A. ~be 10-49 

•,/ 

~-t \1·er~s 
Ive Oak Counu, Texu. ·. · '11iursd8y, Sanuary 20, 1949 MI.MBER 3S 

,.... .\ .. .~~~~-----------------------------------~--------~-----

I Jl n Open Letter to Senator JohnSCQ Live Oak County Report 
'. I 

• IES Hon. Lyndon B. Johnson ------·· ~· --~------------- ~l" Della Goebel ·' ·'" , 
,~ .. /Wt .... 

~ral chapel. I felt 
g her to use her 
l be ·up to her to 
n that might come 

~ Longoria had 
dissatisfaci:ion 

rangements, I 
a glad to work 

United States Senate not Mr. Kennedy, but all citizens o( 
Washington, D. C. " .. i;. ' .~ee- .Rivers, Live Oak County and 
Dear' Senator •· - ..... ;.. .... -·".'···· .... ~ ............. , the State of Texas. 

Your answer to certall'l telegrams We certainly do not uphold Mr. 
sent you !from Three Rivers, relative Kenedy in his an5wer. to Garcia and 
to the burial of Feli~ . 'Lorgoria, has· the new~paper when he was calle:l 
caused considerable doubt in the by telephone and told how to r~m his 
minds of some vf your supporters .ts business ·and in ~tating that the "whites 
to whether . or not you· really are wouldn't like it." Mr. Kennedy is a 
representing ~ll of the people in thi~ young man and anxious to succeed in 
matter. , his business, having purchased lht' 

Three Rivers lays claim .to being a 
town where there is harmony among 
!ts citizen&. 

Ing that would 
ractory to her. 
'oria and Dr. Gar-

In answer to one of these telegrams business on January 1, 1949, so when 
you ·stated, "No action of mine has these calls came in after he had made 
enforced ~my stigma . on anyone." accepteable arrangements . with the 

that . there was a Kindly read the editorial from the widow of Felifx, . his reaction was 
1d that if I was in Detroit ~ee Press, study the cartoon probably the same as ,yours-without 
y opologies . were and draw your own conclnsion. · first finding out all the facts he more 
,f her answer ap- Previous to your ~ction, not or less lost his head and baid things 

There has never ·been ... ftrife here· 
among residents of . different race ori­
gins. We resent and deplore the­
unfavorable publicity which has gone 
abroad concerning our town. Action 
following the recent Felix Longoria 
incident was o'ccasioned mainly to ser­
ve selfish interests of persons whD 
either wished to pay political debts or 
who wished to stabilize their posi­
tion in public opinion. We doubi that 
such a project ever does react fa­
vorably to the instigator. · 

Anyone who knows this community 
knows that its spirit is one of co-

one word · had t been . saJd in of which he is n·ow very so1ry. 
~ed to handle all Three Rivers 'as to where this Ameri- In view of these facts some are 

can · soldier would · be hurried, other wondering wh,y you so promptly in­
than .. the · Longoria . family lot in the formed certain people outside of 1'hree 

operation. 

es for veterans Qf 
this area up . to 

do ·my best tr 

CARE GIVEN INJURED 
MEXICAN BOY 

Three Rivers Cemetery, where his Rivers that you would see that Felix A case in point is the manner . in 
roper manner ·.n father and family, would have liked was buried in Arlington National Ce- which Juan Diaz, a local ~, was 

fo~ him to rest, where the dtizens of metary, or words to that effect. cared for after he was injured in a 
Three Rivers, Veterans and all others If you could read some of the High School football game. Juan is 
would have given him an American vile letters that we businessmen and an American boy of Melx.ican descent. 
soldier's buriaJ in hi.!> own nat~'ve officials are receiving blaming His parents are tenant farmers. u• 
town. the citizens of Three Rivers, '_November of 1947, while Juan was a 

t in the excite-
1ts which I would 
but feel that I 

l and. misjudged 
that so many of 
are willing to 
I am not a na-
1 am proud . to 

This w&S to be the return of the tLive Oak Count.}· and State of Texas, member of ·the junior class of th& • 
body of one of our .citizens who had 'you could not but feel that you had local High School and a member of 
given his life for his c·ountry and be- some part in it. the football team, during a game play 
fore this situation developed, ar- Of course no '. one here expects to ed , with Poteet on the P.vening of 
rangements ha~. been ·made by · the tell . you how you should run your November 14, he was seriously in-

·~· -W~.'.,Kennedy. brothers of FeHx with the local A- business, but it does seem reasonable jured and, for a time, was totally 
merican Legion Post f~r a military to believe that had you thought of paralyzed. Immediately following his 
funeral. · Arrangements that were us 8s you seemir>gly thought of others injury, Juan wat taken to the local 
no different ' . from any pther you could have r.t least . requested 8:1 hospital ' and given every attention_ 
burial .of any other American explanation from one of our city of- '11iese included the services of a . spe-

-- '\, . 
S LONGORIA 

1~ 14, 19~9. . 
__.,-..-r*' 

,~ 

.') ·soldier. Officers . ~f the post have in- ficials. ·Had thi:i ·come to pass Felix clallst from San Antonio who came 
formed us that the 'btuial detail, firiil.g would still have a · chance to be here tO · the hospital regularly and 
squad and evc.:n pall bearers had buried in Thl-ee Rivers as we citizens assisted local doctors in treating Juan. 

. ~ been arranged ·~for and even now are want him to ~. his family and friends He was furnished a special nurse for 
··'" alert.ed .for they~ have, never .been in- in '11iree Rivers would be happy, his three months .thaL. he remaiiied in the ~ge Yotir ~ettei· · 1a • fro. 1 d 1 h 1~-... ~ , '.' . formed, that the body would , not me hiends and re t1ves · · m surroun - hospital . . His medical ,~, . osp .wuo , ·· · 

I rc~eiv~ to~ buried here-. ,_ . .,, ~It ~·: . . ... , , · · t • ~ng toWns ~ould ~ come to visit his 'bills of $3,000.00 was paid out of local' ·· 
It you for your ... ,.. " ' . Id full in r 'Ll' ce h t '•~nd . - ' - · ~- . ~:,, ·~ . . . . .:- The1~f':>re; 1 ~~t9~; . yo)1· CJD v~ .~ay!~ ~~.-h~ ... ~o~-~· r~s! ~a~ Y 1.1c.1c j.)C \lo ...... :s .. . ~-.~~i...,..,.·1'Q'"~ ,_ .. 
.... ~U1:,JS.r5~~l ~r'stand' -w~tlfe~ftizifiS ot his native town.;L where"' all men are ,At Christmaii time,:· the Ioca .Xtotary 
• · J . · ;. :"t·~.. ' .. · · ~· Rivers ·;·.were so. 1 stunned . when tre~ted fa~. an~ equal. • 1 : .\; ciub

1 

sponsored · a donation : which - .. · 
e b--Uuc:i h!'f ~- over the radio and in the papers came '· We have a!ways . resp~ the mounted to $1,00&.24 and was present.- .. . . 
~tery, W~- reports that you had made arrange- law-makers of OU~ coiintey and have ed. to Jtlan to be used in purchasing' . .: . 
1 and grat~urde ments to have Fdix buried in Arling ... been prQud of the men we have sent arthopedi~ -cleviccs or other aids to ·( .. 
~e Riv~ for ton "Cemeteey. " to Congress-please do not · let us 'be used in his convelescance. J. · A.. 
~ matter. · This, then, had become . national down. GurWitz ~ho . collected . this fund, re-
now that 1 bear new.-wirea. and fetters began com- p0rted to the Rotary Club that "It wu 
~ greatly · of ·ing in-not to Mr. Kenedy 'who ha" Respectfully yours, a pleasure. Eve::.-yone contacted · do-
n Tt.i ee Rivers. made the mistake-but to the Cham- Cecil Cunningham, nated cheerfully and generously; ev-

whole matte. her of Commerce, "citizens of Three pella Goebel eryone was glad to express his good 
iurs, Riv~s, the Mayor and others blaming ' &iitors wishes for Juan;s recovery·" . 

ice Lobgoria. --~--~-------------------------- Following this presentation, Juan au- I 

School Cooperates 
In \1 a' ch DimP.1 

New Chevrolet 
thorized the following statement in 
the local newspaper, "Jaun DLm 
\Vlshes to express here ht" thaw 
fn hi .. 1 .. 1,. .. .i .. r,.... ~'-- 1- _.., ... _ - - -• - - • 
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, hcm~.wlth publish stntemcnts written wJlh her nbout ammgcmmts. Sh•? 
.anCI ilgned by persons most concern- asked to have the remain.:; left at the 
·ed and giving a complete account of Funeral Home, and at . that time I 
the~-!..... tried to discourage her of that by 
~ ~ -~ ... :. :-··· .____:_ Y asking if there was any place else she 

1 ~ .. "'-~ · ·"~ ·-··· · - :"\ ) could take the remains to: She said 

LoNGORIA!S BODY WILl. U she had· an empty house in Three 

---- .. .... _. ... ~- •• ••••u~••V•'-i"4 ••11u 1111.,JAJ\.IK\:U 

I am Indeed proud that so many of 
my new neighbors are willing to 
forget my mistake.I I am not a na­
tive of Texas, but I am proud . to 
be called a Texan! · 

(Sikned) ·· """'T:· -W.
1

J<.ennedy. ... ·~· . ~- ~ 

BURIED IN ABOUT 30_ D~YS Rivers and so I asked her if it would 
·., nOt be better to ' tke the remains there. LE'ITER FROM MRS LONGORIA 
... . The erro~· r;p~rt has 

1 
gone out She said she was satisfied. to do that · January H, 19j9, 

·that the body of Felix Lo~oria was and so we then went and' sent a reply Rice Funeral Home, . . . .,/ . ~ 
actually returned to. Three Rivers and th t 1 t 'I:' rt w rth de t T W Kenne..1.; t~ _ ___...,,,,.,,. ' to eeegramos:o o po,. , ·_, .,.:...<.~ ·~· .• 
refused ad ..... itta:nce • to the funeral nf th · dd t P 0 B 328 -, . A~ co irming e rrev1ous a ress as o · ; ox • 
·home . here. THE FACT IS THAT where the remains were to be sent. Three Riv~rs, Texas . .. \, . ·;· ,.·, .. 
·ms . BODY. WAS SCHEDULED ro After that we went by the house :that Dea~ Mr. ~ Ke~nt:dy: , .' . • · ' 

ARiRIVE AT SAN FRANCISCO ON she had mentioned · to exsmine and I wish to acknowledge :rour -:lettel' 
JANUARY · 13 ANID WILL ' REA.CH plan as to whe~ th~ '- c:asket and chairs · da~. Jan. ' 12 whicl;i .1 ·fu~ivep · k;­
l'l'S FINAL: DESTINATION APPB;OX:- could' be put, and after completing~t . day.'.jJ'want to :thi;a~ yoli· for . your 
lMATELY 30 DAYS ~ ~ I ' '· too)(,1 her' to . her . uncle'~;'llouse .. ancl . .. offer/h~..:_~~.~L~' ia ttiU 
'RIV AL IN AMERICA. . . . · before leaving asked agtlin if shs was too late. · ~ . · ~ / . . · 

The people of Three Rivers ~ope to isatisfied and ag1:1in she stated ·that she . My husband will be buud ~· Ar­
arrang' to ha_ye his . .burial . .h~~· · · · -was. · She took the bµs for Corpus lington Nation~} Cemetery," ·w~-

.. , ...... - - -- . ·- ·:. -~ ·. ' · .. -, Christi and it i.c; my assumption that, ton, D. C. My thanks and gra~turde 
STATEMENT BY THREE Rlvt.~J apparently, her puarents did not lik~ to the · people of Thr~e Riv~ for. 
CH4MBER OF COMMERC~ ,./ · the arrangementiz. However I was not their sentiment on the ma~ter. . · 

@ meeting of the ~ard ·of dlrec• contacted by members of the faml]y ·at I want to let you know· that I bear 
-tors oftlie""Tlifee"Rivers Chamber of that time. Instead, ·Or. Hector Gar- no grudge and still think greatly of 
Commerce held ' on Thursday afternoon! cia. of Corpus Christi called me. As all of the people ~ from 11-.iee Rivers. 
a resolution was adopted deploring we talked our conversation became· ra I am sorry about the whole matte. · 

.' the Unrevorable publcity tha.t tiiP. ther heated: Ii was my ur..derstanding , Since".'ely yours, 
City of Three Rivers and its citizens that no one except Mrs. (Longoria, or Mrs. Beatrice Longoria. 

' have received through the publication someone duly &uthorized by her, was 
of misconstrued. facts conce-m.ing the in a position to make · any arrange­
reported 'refusal of local undertaker, ments .for this funeral. I so stated 
T~ W. Kennedy, Jr. to bury one of our to Dr. Garcia, and in the heat of the 
fellow-townsme.1, Felix Longoria, who iairgumeht undoubted.% made :ct'1eid 
was killed in · :iction in the Phillipines statements that could possibly be mis­
in .1945. • . construed. I made the statement that 

'11ie directors went on record as say- as far as I knew the chapel had never 
ing that the Longoria family is . held been used for such a burial. That it 
in the highe,t esteem here and it is had not been the practice. As far as I 
regretable thpt this · situatic;~ has de· know the use of the funeral chapel 
veloped; .that no town in South TePca& had never before been requested . by 
enjo,ys better relations w«h Ameri- any person of Mexican descent, so 
cans of Mexican descent than does naturally, · this permission has never 
Three Rivers; and that since the a- been refused. So I stated that "it has 
bove mentioned report has gone out . not been the practice," and if I WBSI 

over the Statf: and Nation it hu wrong I apologize. I did . not wish, 
become necessary for . Three Rivers ·to to change the practice for this parti-
clear its good n9me. ' cular funeral .ond so stafad. 

A good man~r letters haVC! been re- There were reasons why J "discour-
ceived from people throughout the aged" the use of the funeral chapel. 

· State acquainted .with the cctual con- There is considerable evidence to the 
ditions in Th~ee Rivers expreasing effect that there l:as been trouble be­
their disgust with the adverse pub- . tween the wife of Felix Longoria and 
licity that Three Rivers received. the rest of the fami]y, including his 
These people who know the actual parents. For very apE,arent reasons, 
conditions voiced their opinion that I did not wish to bring this out pt 

''niree Rivers ha~ bee~ grossly mis- that time, and refrained for some time, 
represented. but in all fairness to myself · I believe 

We still feel that the hasty action that should be stated now I did not 
- of Senator Johnson was' largely res- want trouble in the funcial chapel. 

ponsible for th.;s unfavorable publicity In that connection I felt ·that Mrs. 
, and attracted it to national interest. Longoria would or should be able to 

1 
' As far as we know, Senator Johnson handle the situation in her own house. 

.did not contact one single person in but, ·inasmuch ~s I could not deny the 
'Three Rivers before taking this action. entrance of aµycne at ·the chapel it 
(Signed) S. F. · Ramsey, President. might lead to family trou~Je 

Three Rivers Chamber I ~id use the word that · the 
of Commerce;!. 'that the "whites would not like 

'STATEMENT BY AERICAN 
~mioMN POST NO 413 
THREE RIVER.~, TEXAS 

January 19, 1949 
TO WHOM IT MA~ OONC"ERN: 

We, the Undersigned wen! to Harold 
C. Smith, Conunander American Le­
gion Post 413 Three Rivers, Texas 
on Jan. 10, 1949 to ask for military 
honors at the funeral of our deceased 

' ·brother Felix l-0ngorla, kitled in · ac-
tion on Luzon. · 

Commander Smith promised mill-

it." I was referring to the fact 
that the "whites" would not 
like the di4:grace of a publlc 
disturbance &t a funeral in the 
chapel. I lmmbly apologize 
forthe use of the word "whites." 
I can only defend my~elf by 
the fact that I was uDJustly ac 
cused and angry when I made 
that statement. 

I was contacted ~ oth !r members 
of the family. They asked me to no­
tify them of the arrival of the body, 
and the funeral date, as th-!y were not 
sure ~at they would be notified. This 
only intensified my deside to not haye 

C. of C. "to· 
t' 
I 

Meet Mon-
. , 

day Nite 
. , 

The Three Rhers Chamber of Com­
merce will hold its . regular monthly 
meeting on Monday evening at the 
Riotary building. Dinner will be ser-1 
ed at 7:00 and will precede the busi-
ness session. 

During the evening a sound film 
entitled "A Letter from America" will 
be shown. " · 

Rainbow Girls 
Install Officers , 
Monday Night 

' The Three Rivers Assembly, Order 
of the Rainbow for Girls, held instal­
lation service on Monday evening 'st 
Masonic Hall. 

Ivas Freeman was installed wor­
thy adviser; Alice Brown, wo~ as-· 
sociate adciser; Jeanne Ludwig. Char· 
ty; Leatrice Garrison, Hope; Betty. 
Casey, Faith; Shirley Brown, treas­
urer; Janice Fr~eman, recorder; Joan 
Furr, outer ob,erver; Betty Stende­
bach, confidential observer; Patsy 
Montgomery, musician; Jean Staf­
ford, drill leader; Marian Ruth Har­
ris, chaplain; Barbara Brown, choir di­
rector. 

Members of the advisory board wexe 
also instal~ed. They were 'Mrs. M. 
T. Buckaloo, Mrs. Lee Pope, Mrs. C. 
0. Williamson. Mr. and Mrs. J. X:. 
Montgomecy, N. · W LaM1eter, Mrs. 
Della Goebel was· installed mother ad-

\OWD, 

This was to 
body of one oJ 
given his life f• 
fore this sit~ 
rangements ha 
brothers of Fe 
merican Legio11 
funeral. Arra 
no " dlHerent 
burial of a: 
·soldier. Officer 
formed us · that 
equad and e~ 
been arranged · 
alerted for tbeJ 
~

1

that ' tq 
bUrled here. ,.,.:· 
, -- Ther~ore S 
easn:rf un~sim 
Three Rivers· .·~ 
over the radio a: 

reports that y< 
ments to have 1 
ton "Cemetery. 1 

This, then, l 
new~wire& an 
ing in-not to 
made· the mistll 
her · of ~riune1 
:a.iv~s, the May 

School C 
In \1a1 cl 

R E. Stafforc 
nounces that tJi 
lie School is c-o 
tional · March-ofI 
lowing is a lette 
taking home to 
To Uarents and 
Three Rivers t:ti 

The time has c 
of us is privile 
the March of Di 
· Due to the gi-. 
last year the nee4 
before, and each 
give liberally to l 
ty raise its quo 
thtn · $2,000 was 
titns in this coun 
$951.25 raised ir 
half of the mor.e: 
tained in the co\ 
in} the county wJ 
with polio will b 
given the medi~al 

We hope to ma 
tion thl-ough the s 
th~f every. cluld 
trfbute. Parents 1 

contribution to tht 
will be given pl 
will be given to tl 
tributing the most

1 

~- a prize by gi 
,If . }t, 

1 
With 20 month 1 

those months f!lpe 
G. Garcia of Callil 
Mrs. Joe Garcia 
ArmY for three YE 
~ desire to leari 
duced him to sign 

viser. 
· Guests present' , 
R. W. Freeman, :N 
Brown, Lee Pope, 
ther Casey. 
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., --· ....... -.a&a•• .1. ;::;u.iUJer s our1a1 
~d I and roiij;lldged town. 

in hi.!:> own nati.lve officials are receiving blaming 
an American boy of Met:xicnn descent. 
His parents are tenant farmers. .u• 
,November of 1947, while Juan was a 
member of the junior class of the- · 
local High School and a member o£ 
the football team, during a game play 
ed , with Poteet on the ~vening of 
November 14, he was seriously in­
jured and, for a time, was totally 
paralyzed. Immediately following his 
injury, Juan wat taken to the local 
hospital and given every attention.. 
These included the services of a spe­
cialist from San Antonio who came 
here to the hospital regularly and 
assisted local doctors in treating Juan. 
He was furnished a special nurse for 
three months thal he remained in thf:' 
hospital His medical . ancl hospital 
!bills of $3,000.00 was paid out of local 
I\.ll:.lic fkhvol !Wids. 

that so many of · This was to be the return of the 
: are willing to 

I am not a na­
; I am proud .to 
I 

body of one of our .citizens who had 
given his life for his country and be­
fore this situation developed, ar­
rangements lll.~t. been ·made by · the 
brothers of FeHx with .the local A­
merican Legion Post for a military 
funeral. Arrangements that were 
no different · from any .Pther 
burial ~f any other · American 
·soldier. Officers . ~f the post have in­
formed us that the burial detail, firi.Iig 
squad and even pall bearers had 
been arranged '·for and even now are 
alerted for they· have never been in­
formed that the body would not be 

the citizens of Three Rivers, 
:Live Oak Count)• and State of Texas, 
'you could not but feel that you had 
some part in it. 

T. W. ' Kennedy. 

RS LONGONA 

an~ 14, 19~9. 
it, . ~·· 
-~~ 

l'lledge your !lettei 
ch i re~eiv~ to­
mk you ·for ·your 

~e.L 1hal JLis . . .still. 

: ! . . 
be buud fn, A:r-

~' metery, Wa$ing-
lks and gratiturde 
Three Riv~ for 
the matter. 
know that I bear 

I think gi-eatly of 
·om 'ft-.i ee Rivers. 
he whole matte. 
yours, . 
•trice Lo.tgoria. 

'to 
rln-
te 
hamber of Com­
regular monthly 

evening at the 
mer will be ser·1 
recede the busi-

"' . . 
buried here. 1• • • , • , .. • • • · • 

·. Ther~fore,' . , Senator, ,. yo.Ji· ctl'i very 
ellsITy ;uifcler~a~cf -whytli\! citizehS of 
Three· Rivers were so stunned when 
over the radio and in the papers came 
reports that you had made arrange­
ments to have F~Jix buried in Arling­
ton Cemeteey. ~ 

This, then, had become national 
news-wires and letters began com­
ing in-not to Mr. Kenedy ·who ha<\ 
made the mistake-but to the Cham­
ber of .Commerce, "citizens of Three 
Rivers, the Mayor and others blaming 

~c~ool Cooperates 
In .\1a1 ch Dimes 

R. . E. Stafford, superintendent, an­
nounces that the Three Rh•ers Pub­
lic School is C'Ooperating in the na­
tional March-ofDimes campaign. Fol­
lowing is a letter which each child is 
taking home to his parent..: 
To Uarents and Pupils of 
Three Rivers t:chools: 

The time has come again when each 
of us is privileged to car.tribute ~o 
th~ March of Dimes campaign. 
. Due to the great epidemic of polio 
last year the need is greater than ever 
before, and each of you is urged to 

i a sound film give liberally to help Live Oak C,,un­
n America" will ty , raise its quota. Last )·ear more 

iris 
:ers ' 

iht 

I• 
thfn $2,000 was spent on polio :vic­
tims in this county, while there was 
$95125 'raised in the county. One~ 
half of the mcmey raised will be re­
tained in the county and eny person in: the county who may be stricken 
with polio will be taken rare 1 of ani 
giren the medir.al attention needed. 

1 

We hope to make a good contribu-
ti~n through the schools ~ we know 

.asembly, Order that every child will want to con .. 
rls, held instal- trlbute. Parents _ ma,y also send their 
.day evening 'st c~ntribuUon to the school where they 

~ be given proper credit. Prizes 
installed wor- will be given to the three rooms com­
m, worth¥ 88_· ~~uting the most, so help your room 
Ludwig, Char- vp· .. a prize by gi"Vi.Dg ge-iei:ously. 
, Hope; Betf\y: , ( •• .. ~ . . It. E. Stafford, Supt. 

I ' . 

Brown, treas- 1 ~ · 1 --.--o---
recorder· Joan · With 20 month sprlor service, 12 of 
Betty S~de:.. those . months spent overseas, ~atias 

iserver; Patsy O. Garcia of, Calliham, son of Mr. and 
•i Jean Staf- !lrs. Joe Garcia has re-entered the 
an Ruth :aar.. Annt for three years. He stated that 
rown, choir di- am des~ ! to learn a good trade in-

duced' him to' sign up. 

t>ry board were 
were .. Mrs. M. 
Pope, Mrs. .C. 

td Mrs. J. it: 
La&Mter, Mrs. 
~ed mother ad-

viser. · ···. 
Guests presentl were Mr. and Mrs. 

R. . W. Freeman, Mr. and Mrs. D. E. 
Brown, Lee Po{le, F. W. Dudwlg, Lu­
ther Casey • . 

Of course no . one here expects to 
tell you how you should run your 
business, but it does seem reasonable 
to believe that had you thought of 
us as you seemir·gly thought of others 
you could have r.t least · requested a:.1 
explanation from one of our city of­
ficials. Had thi~ . come to pass Felix 
would still have a chance to be 
buried in Three Rivers as we citizens 
want him to be, his family and friends 
in Three Rive~s would be happy, his 
friends and relatives .·from surround­
~g towns eould .still come to visit his 
grave, and he would rest peacefully in 
his' native toWn,. wher~ all men are 
treated fair and equal. 

We have always respected the 
law-makers of our countcy and have 
been proud of the men we have sent 
to Congress-please do not let us 
down. 

Respectfully yours, 
Cecil Cunningham, 

Della Goebel 

New Chevrolet 
On Display 
Saturday 

· :Editors 

Bowman-Kneip Motor Compaey will 
have a new 1949 Chevrolet on display 
here this Saturday, January 20. 

If possible, the new car will be 
shown in the firm's new showroom. 
Construction engineers have added a 
crew of 40 men this week in an at · 
tempt · to have the new room ready 
by Saturday. 

Applications for 
Peanut Allot~ 

At Christmas time, the local Rotary 
Club sponsored a donation which a­
mo~ted to $1,06& .. 24 and was present­
ed to JUan to be used in purchasin(f 
arthopedi~ cleviccs or other aids to 
be used in his convelescance. J. A. 
Gurwitz ~ho collected this fund, re­
ported to the Rotary Club that "It wu 
a pleasure. Eve:-yone contacted do­
nated cheerfully and generously; ev­
eryone was glad to express his goocl 
wishes for Juan;s recovery." 

Following this presentation, Juan au­
thorized the following statement in 
the local newspaper, '1Jaun ~ 
\Vishes to express here hi" thanks 
to his friends for their gifts and good 
wishes. He and his family appre­
ciate the good will and helpfulness e· 
videnced by the people of Three Riv­
ers.• '1' 

After Juan was taken from 1he. 
hospital to his home, his friends con­
tinued to visit him and look out fo't' 
him. Through the influence of his 
friends here, he was admitted .to the 
Gonzales Warm Springs Foundatio.1'1 
at Gonzales where he received treat­
me-nt. This Fall he was able to re­
enter ~hooJ;, '8.lthougb be uses a 
wheel chair for locomotion. His clas:r 
mates, bOth Anglo-Americara and La­
tin-American, hf'lp him by moving his 
chair abotit the Luilding and grounds. 

ALL CHILDREN A'rl'END 

SCHOOL TOGETHER 

' · ~ 

4"' r 

ment Du~ Another concUtion which shows the 
fair-mindedness of Three Rivers ci­

°' ·tizens is evidenced by the fact' that 
Farms on which pueanuts will be the 'niree Rivers Public Schools have­

grown for picking or threshing in pioneered in this section of the State 
1949 for the first time or for the !n providing equal educatio11 facilities 
first time since 1945 will be considered for children of a11 residents. · 
new peanut farms, according to an · It has been a .custom here fdr 
annoucement made this week ~ W. many years to admit children of Me­
P. Wililams, Live Oak County ACA 'Xlican parenta·ge, not on]GT 11> tbs 
Committee Chairman. The operation same educational · facilltfes ~njo~ 
of such farms must file a written re.. by all other children, but alcio to the 
quest in the local ACA .Office for an same buildings, class rooms, and ie­

acreage allotment prior to February creational groups At present and for 
1, 1949. The acreage allotments for many years past, C'hildren of all grades 
new farms will be 'determined by the except thQse who do not speak or. un­
State and County, Comniittees, t~ d,erstand English, attend school to­
into consideration the past experience gether. 1'. separate school with Eng­
of th~ farm operator in gi·t.Wini pea- lish spe~king teachers is provided for 
nuts, ·the tillable acreage suitable for these and, as soon as they have over­
the production of peanuts, equipment come lan!JUage difficul~es, they also 
and labor suitable for the production are admitted. · 
of peanuts and other physical factors ,...-n---

and the allotments established for old 
farms which are similar. Mr. Wil­
liams reminds · all persons intending 
to grow peanuh for picking or thresh­
ing in 1949 who do not hf. Ve regular 
old allotments· to file an application 
before the deadline, Febrma-y 1. 

.,, . ' ... 

. I 

l:,. ... 
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.January 26, 1949 

117 clear Hr. Aulert 

?our letter ot lanua17 22nd am•ed thia aom­
ing. I am taking the libert7 ot enclosing a cow ot a 
letter I have wr1 today to a citizen ot Three tivera, · · 
!aaa, which ght · you more information on the aub-
ject than the Aaeoci~ted Preaa has done . I Ulougbt you 
aight also be interested 1n knowing that up to nov Kr. 
lenned7 haa IU<ie tour aeparate atateaenta . 

Firet , he aaid that he retu.sed the uee of the 
chapel "because W.tin-AMricau had never held Hrvicea 
in the chapel" . He later aaid he didn ' t refuse , but . 
diecoura.ged the use or the o bec;.,.uae he thought the 
trhite ople would obJeot" Be later aa1d that he diacour-

a the uee or the chapel. beca.uae ot .friction within the 
taail.7. 

In Kr. lennecv-•a stataaent which appeared on 
the front page of the THREE RIVERS .NEWS he ea.id "as tar 
aa I know the use of the fwteral chapel had never before 
been requeated b7 ~ pereon of Kaxican deeeent" . He 
wnt on to sq •u I was wrong I apologiM . I did not 
wiah to change the practice tor thia particular funeral 
and ao atated" . 

Perhapa thia will give you. a little better 
inaight into at least a few ot the facta I had at 
my diapoaal at the t iae I sent rq wire . 

L,ndon B. Johnaon 

llr. Walter s. Auler 
s. aler COil , lno . 
JcGregor 1 Texae 
JDJP Langoii&• F 
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Senator Lyndon Johnson, 
U. S. Senate , 
Washington, D. C. 

ESTABLISHED 1883 

McGREGOR, TEXAS 

January 22 . 1949 . 

You may or may not have seen the exact news item, 
clipping of which f'rom Waco, Texas , paper, is 1n-
closed he~ewi th . You bad plenty of the 11 newsu 
as displayed perhaps in Washington paper- or some­
where else . 

As a business man, and especially as a licensed 
Funeral Director myself , I regret very much that 
you saw fit to get into ·the public front lines with 
such news as ~his , Without, probably, ever hearing 
the facts as related by Mr . T.W. Kennedy , the ~eral 
Director who seems to have been at the fQcus pb1nt 
in this case . I feel sure that Mr . Kennedy has 
here related the circumstances exactly as they were . 

Every little town in the country, even in Tex~s, may 
not have a regular Funeral Chapel, though every one 
may have what is generally caJ.led a "lay-out" room , 
in cases referred to as a "chapel" . '!'o have siezed 
on a circumstance ~like this to bring the matter into 
a Nationa1 phase by making arrangements yourself to 
have this body re-interred in the National Cemetery 
at Arlington,~ well , it all seems like a bit of publicity 
for somebody . I was just wondering for WHOM; for the 
Funeral D1Pector , tor the Widow or for a Senator from 
Texas. Sometimes when we are 11 b1llmed down" we just 
go ahead ahd say some things that may not help the sit­
uation . We ourselves have arranged several re-burials 
of over-seas ex-service men , · and we find the families 
are not looking for publicity at all; it is a very.in­
timate family affair that merits and generally receives 
every earnest consideration. If this ~uneral Director 
is really at fault his own professional connections 
will ultimately get this all straightened out properly. 

Personally, I am glad the family saw fit to inter this 
body in Texas , where , in my opinion , it really belonged. 

C~urteously . submi~ t>. ~ [2 of 3]
 



., ... " 1uxurious appearance of wooa i-, . 

. Santone· Reburial 
:~ For Latin GI Hero 
is 

J~ Is Set by Family 
~m 

re!; 
nd 

CORPUS CHRISTI, Jan. 19-AP 
Felix Longoria. Latin-American 
citizen from Three Rivers, Texas, 
who was killed in the Pacific war, 
will be re-buried in San Antonio, 

fie his family announced today. 
A special funeral ceremony will 

1- be held in Washington prior to 
il the San Antonio burial. 
o. Scheduled re-burial services for 
e the soldier, .originally planned. at 

Three Rivers, attracted wide at­
e tention recently when the widow 
f reported that a Three Rivers fu­
s neral home had discouraged the 
_ use of its chapel. Sen. Lyndon 

Johnson arrangerJ in Washington 
< for the soldier to be re-buried in 

Arlington Cemetery after this re­
port was issued. 

T. W. Kennedy, manager of the 
Rice Funeral Home at Three Riv­
ers, gave a different version of 

· what happened at Three Rivers. 
"There was no question what-

ever of discriminat10n involved," 
e said he. "I discouraged the use 
- of the chapel, frankly, because ot 
s friction that I heard existed be-

tween members of the family. 
y Due to this friction, I thottght it 
i- would be better that the services 
it be held at the widow's home or 

some other private home." 
The Longoria family decided on 

San Antonio as the re-burial place 
m after R. E. Smith of Houston, 

chairman of the Texas Good 0 i Neighbor Commission, urged that 
e the service be held somewhere in. 
ed Texas. de 
ils '°'"1 C'!1 _ __ .._ .J ----- T ..... - ........ ~ 
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JUN&J7 21, 1949 

Dant 

I ban tried, -but IV -.ooabulal"J" baa been 
found wanting when it comes to tell.in& 70u bow deeplJ' 
I appreciated 7our letter about the Longoria incident. 

Aot,ualq_, what I did was omall, but I wa1 
proud t.o do it. I expected t.o bear from the critioa, 
but,. frank].,, I didn't_upeot to bear troa friend.a 
like you. When 70..r letter oa• I telt Yery bmble, 
and I will be eternallT gratetul tor your pnuine 
tbo\lgbttul.ne.. in taking tiM to add so much to IV 
happin-. 

I jut followed the diotatoe or JIG" heart 1n 
this, and I am glad I did. 

s~, 

~ B. Jobneon 

Kr. David Botter 
Wubington Bureau 

The Del.las J4orn1Jlg ft•a 
620 Albee Building 

Waebingt.on, D. c. 
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~HINGTON BUREAU 

( ~ ocom '"""'" '""""''o" •• ,..., 

t!rl}t ~alla~ jloming ~tlf~ 
T E X A S' L E A D I NG N E W SP A P E R 

JUT UIE NOlll 
DI TNI UWS 

WALTER C. HORNADAY, WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT e 620 ALBEE BUILDING, TELEPHONE NATIONAL 5033 • ·WASHINGTON 5, D.C • 

Jan . 12, 1949 . 

Hon . Lyndon B. Johnson , 
United States Senate, 
Senate Office Building 231 , 
Washington , D. c. 

My Dear Lyndon: 

. '~ ~I 1 3 A.MI 

This is a personal letter , not an official one . 

But I am awfully proud of you tonight , and I am 
proud that T.exa s has a senator who will take the action you 
took in the Longoria matter . 

And I just want to express my deep appreciation 
for the extremely warm hearted way in which you handled this 
particular case. 

It is considerably bouying to know that a Texan 
will raise his voice in a matter of this type and place it 
on the record , for all the country to see that everyone who 
comes from our state is not trying to ride down the under­
privileged or exploited racial groups which constitute a 
large part of our population . 

It seems to me this is an extremely worthwhile 
start for a new Sena tor . 

I am sincerely grateful to you . 

Yours , 

David Botter. 
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Mr' dear Robert• 

It real. 
o£ the 19th and t.be ""~It-'~-• 
which 70U utt00i1.oa. 

like to Gral that t.be northern boundlrr ot 
Texas · to the Canadian . , so I 
that 10\1 1l'lll conoider 10Ul'B8lf a oonaUtuen\ as 
1'911 as a trieni and never bea1 tate t.o call on 
.at an:r tUe I can be ot eerv.S.ce to 10u in 8111' ._,.. 

10\1 soo l&rlea or OeolP Re,rnolda, please 
give thm Ill' tontleet regarda 

l~. 

qndon • Johnson 
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ROBERT Mc KINNEY 
4505 CHRYSLER BUILDING 

. NEW YORK CI1Y 

January 19th, 1949 

Honor able Lyndon B. Johnson 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Senator Johnson: 

... < . 

JAN 21 A.M. 

As publisher of the Santa Fe New Mexican, I thought you 
would be int erested in seeing a copy of our editorial last Friday 
on the Felix Longoria incident . 

As the capital newspaper in a state whose population is 
half Spanish-speaking, we appl aud your swift acti on in arranging 
for Pvt . Longoria 1s burial in Arlington . 

You may remember me as the young Navy lieutenant whom 
you went to bat for after V.J . Day and got "demobilized" , at the 
instance of our mutual good friend , George Brown. 

Charles Marsh, ·whom you al.so know, is associated with 
me in ownership of the ~Mexican, and George M. Reynolds is 
business manager . I believe they helped you win some of those 
87 votes last summer, as I was with them part of the time in 
Austin d~ing the campaign. 

With best wishes for a happy and constructive six years 
in the Senate , 

r 

[2 of 3]
 



J v SANTA FE NE\V MEXICAN , 
· Friday, January 14, 1949 - · · 

:Tbe Oldest 'Newspap;, an the Soutbwest-'founded in 1849 , - --- -~£ ____ -

Editorial 

Bigotry Is Unpopular 
"I deeply regret to learn that the prejudice of some in­

dividuals extends beyond this life." 
So spoke Sen. Lyndon B. Johnson of Texas when he 

learned that the only mortuary at Three Rivers, Tex., had 
refused to handle the burial ot Pvt. Felix Longoria, an 
American of Mexican descent, because ''white people 
might object." ' 

Private Longoria was killed in the battle of Luzon as a 
soldier of the American Army. At the request of his par­
ents his body was returned to ~!s home community for 
burial, but it couldn't be. Instead, he will be interred in a 
cemetery near Washington. 

Senator Johnson expressed the dismay of many about 
the Three Rivers case and a similar one in Chicago. There 
the city has been unable to find burial plots for the bodies 
of a dozen American soldiers, these of Japanese descent, 
men who . died in Italy as members of the heroic Nisei com­
bat team. 

While it is distressing to learn that such stupid bigotry 
exists among us, it is goo_d to know that the public at large 
does not approve. The Texas and Chicago cases have 
shocked the nation. Everywhere people are speaking out 
against such intolerance and are happy that arrangements 
have been made to give the Texas _GI an honorable funeral 
in Arlington National cemetery. 
·· . The furor raised by the shoddy treatment of the bodies 
of our dark skinned soldiers indicates that maybe we are 
coming of age at last with a promise of becoming a nation 
of freedom and . equality that we talk about so much but 
have never achieved. 

-.. . 

•· 
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Jamar7 21, 1949 

111' dear Prierxla 

I dnowel.7 appreciate 7ou.r \boupttW. mauage 
about uv actions in tba 11Dtort'1D'1te &ad re1r9ttable 
inoidmt at Three BiTWa, T-•· It ns Ya17 kind ot 
7ou to write. 

117 part. in the incident was ..n, but I was · 
prowl to shire in providing tor Felix Longoria tb8 
decent Cbrietian American bur :1al wbicb hia uueltiab 
aenioe certa1nl.7 deeerTea. 

~n B. Jobnaon 

Dr. Ann K. Reed 
Cl1nic Hospital 

Miohipn Cit7, Indiana 
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H. L. BROOKS. M.D .. F.A.C •• • 

L. A. WILSON. M.D. 

F. V. MARTIN. M.D. 

A. M. Rao. M.D. 

G. W. COOPER. M.D. 

R. V. WILLIAM9, M.D. 

125 TO 133 E. 5TH STREET - OPPOSITE POST OFFICE 

,, . JAN 2 o A.If. 

HOSPITAL 

FULLY ACCRl!.DITED BY 

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS 

AND 

AMERICAN HOSPITAL ASS.OCIATION 

MICHIGAN CITY. IND. TELEPHONES: 2020-2021 

Sena.tor Lyndon D. Johnson 
Senator from Texas 
~Jashin1~ton D. C. 

Dear ~ enator; 

Jan . 18 , 1949 

I would like to commend you on your fine disposition of the case 
of' the burial of Pvt . Longoria. It was .American Christian action at it ' s 
bast . :'ha· very things for which our country stands fpf and r.:lillions 
or us are saying "God bless Senator Johnsono '.-, e need more· like him'' . 

I catmot resist te lling you so. 

Very s ince·rely yours 

~~~~-
Ann M. Reed Lt . D. 
Clinic Hospital 
1Iich1ga.n City , 
Indiana. 
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JIT dear Priem• 

It was Tel:1', wry t.bollghttul of you to write 
such a k1nd and considerate latter on IJ1' actione in 
the regrettable incident at Three livers. I am 
deep]¥ grateful tor your inter.at. 

J!;r part in the incident was aall., but I was 
proud to abare 1n i ... rcr Felix I,ongoria tba 
decent Cbriatian Amrioan burial which hie uneal1'1ah 
earrioe certainl1' d.eael"'vea. 

I was upecial.q int.wested in the band-bille 
7ou •Ued. It 1a Yitall¥ ill>ortan\ that all ~a, 
regardl.Ha or half they teel about tba poll tp.x• be 
pn,ared to e.xpreN tbc1 1alvee when election• are held. 

~n B. Johnaon 

11r. a. • · .Jone• 
9.38 I. Fort Worth Street 

lidland, Texas 
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LETT ·ER S 
T 0 THE ED I TORS 

not the Negro, is "la~ 
YOUR NEIGHBORS fired." ~ . . . {!§sERT N. Jo~ 

Let me thank and congratulate you Midland, Tex. 
on the new series beginning with THE ' . 
GONZALEZES [YOUR NEIGHBORs, by 
George Sessions Perry, Oct. 2-Nov. 
20] ... . Perhaps if more magazines will 
follow your lead in presenting the 

·homey details that make people seem 
real-and that emphasize likes rather 
than differences-we will have no more 
need for .. debates and vetoes." 

. MRS. ELIZABETH M. FtJRS'1' 
Indianapolis, Ind . 

. . . As a native Texan who speaks 
Spanish and has a Mexican wife [see 
cut), I have something to say to you 

The Joneses 

and perhaps to your readers about the 
article on the Gonzalezes. I will try to 
speak not so much for myself or my 
wife as for hundreds of other people 
who cannot write English as well as we 
can. 

Your article was largely accurate, 
yet it managed to be misleading in that 
its avowed purpose was to minimize 
the discrimination and segregation 
and prejudice against the Mexican­
Am~rican people in Texas. These 
things cannot be dismissed as "resid­
ual islands of discrimination" or ·· 
covered up by telling a single success ~ 
story... . , 

In West Texas ... most restaurants 
do not welcome Mexicans .... My son 
was refused a haircut in a small West 
Texas town. His name is Jones and he 
was a year-old baby, but his Mexican 
mother took him to the barber shop .... 
Service stations commonly keep their 
rest rooms locked up out here and re­
fuse the key to Mexicans. , This has 
happened to my wife . ... 

-Federal hous~ng projects excru~ ~ 
~.or segre_~ate_!~_m int~.µ->: ~· 

wn pro1ects. -fii town afrertoW}l 
thioughoiitTexas, and West Texas in 
particular, city and county authoriti 'J 
discriminate flagrantly against i.ue 
Mexican shack town known as the 
barrio. Typically, the barrio as no 
paved streets, no sidewalks, 1 o street · 
lamps, no sewage, no fire plugs, no · 
street signs, not a single telephone, and 
sometimes no gas, water or lights . ... 

Mexican nurses, telephone opera­
tors, stenographers, waitresses and 
salesgirls are almost · unheard of out­
side of San Antonio, Laredo and El 
Paso. . . . A Mexican can work as a 
plumber's helper for twenty years, 
often actually training the young a p­
prentice who is bo88ing him. The Mex­
ican cannot become a plumber. . . . 
Carpenters, painters, bricklayers, 
ditto ... . 

The standard of living of the Texa.a 
Mexican is several degrees below that 
of the Texas Negro. Oftener than not, 
when things slack off, he finds that he, 
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BARGAIN! 

. 
. FOR ONLY 

~oee {!a1e (!aat ~~ 

~a«ot 11e 1949 /o'e: 9 
MAYOR 
3 CITY COUNCILMEN 
3 School Board Trustees 

You MAY Get To .Vote For or Against the Poll Tax 
As A Prerequisite For Voting In Texas! 

74e ~~ °' 11/0#te# "Potue4 °' ?ltidtaHd 
. AND 

74e ?ltidtaHd f/euWvt ~ °' ~ 
URGE YOU TO 

PAY YOUR POLL TAX BY JAN. 31 
HOWARD-MIDLAND 
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Regalos 
de· ·Navidacr · 

lQue mejor reg~lo para Ud. y los suyos que 

el derecho de votar? iNo desearia Ud. participar -

en las tren1endas elecciones presidenciales de 

1948? - - - en las cuales se forma el futtiro no 
solo de nue~tra pattia sino del mundo entero? 

JHabrci PAZ-o habrd guer;:ra? 
iAbundancia· o hambrre? 

Habrd disc1'iminaci6n o leyes 
· Jilstas con -respecto a minorias _ 
raciales.~ 
. iES UD. QUIEN MAFiDA CON .SU -VOTO! 

. .Si es Ud .. ciudadano, pague cuanto antes 

$1.75 por el Poll Tax en la Casa de Corte cual­

qui~r dia de trabajo antes del Primera de Febre-
ro para poder votar. . · 

-~ 

.,. . .. .. 
1' • . 
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1948 
ANO DE ELECCIONES 

- i Qu ien serd el n uevo presidente? 
iQuien sera el nuevo senador? 

(Quien sera el juez de SU condado? 

En 1nuchos condados de Texas es cono~· 

cido que la Icy tie~e poco respccto a nuestra 
raza. Es porque el ~oto mexicano no se hace 
sentir cntre los oficiales de esos condados. 

Es muy posible que sc hara una , ley aca-
-bando con la segregaci6n del latino en las 
escuelas, y hasta en los ,hoteles, teatros y rcs­
taurantes; todo depende del respaldo entu­
sia5ta del pueblo mexicano. 

HAY QUE INFORMARNOS DE . QUE 
OPINAN LOS VARIOS CANDIDATOS, 

~ .. y luego: 

jHay -Que Votar! 

Deje de bailar .. -deje de tomar 
atienda esto primero, ies importante! 

Si cs Ud. ciudadano, pague cuanto antes 
$1.75 por el Poll Tax en la Casa de Corte 
cualquier dia de trabaju antes del Primero 

.de Febrero para poder votar. 

.... 

. ' 
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JaDaa17 21, ~49 

1tr dear Prienclr 

I 4eepq appreoia t.he upreuion trm 7011 
and the 811Dbere of the Un1"91"81t,' Beligiou orkers 
Aaaociation. Your thoughttulneu akea me wry 
humble. 

JCr part ill tbe incident at Three Rinrs wae 
..u, but· I .was proud to al.M)r• in prodding tor 
Felix Longoria the deoent Clrinian, Amerioan burial 
which hi• umelt'iah Mnioe oertaiDlT d-sMrYea. 

It ever I can be ot auiatame to you or to 
the Beliliou Workers at the UD1ftl"s1t.7, pl-- do 
not heeitate to call q>on •• 

lfr. JQ.comn H. Saul.8on, Pneident 
. t1n1 versi t7 Religi.ou Worle rs Aaaociation 

P. o. Box 18111 tJniwra1t7 Station 
lut-in, Tu.as 

HB/cm 
Felix Longoria 
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A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION DEVOTED TO CULTURAL 

RELIGIOUS AND COUNSELING SERVICE AMONG JEWISH 

JAN 2 0 A,~t 

AT THE 

UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS 

ELCONAN H. SAULSON 
DIRECTOR 

STUDENTS AT AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES ~ktt:r~ 
AUSTIN 21. TEXAS 

TELEPHONE 6000 

P. o. Box 1811, University Station 
Austin, Texas 

Hon. Lyndon Johnson 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. c. 

Honors bl e Sir: 

January 17, 1949 

May I, on behalf of the University Religious 
Workers Association of the University of 
Texas, congratulate you most heartily upon 
your prompt and humane action in the matter 
of the burial of the late war hero, Felix 
Longoria? 

iZ::~~ 
ELCONAN H. SAULSON, President 
University Religious viorkers Association 

EHS:bg 

B'NAI B'RITH MAINTAINS FOUNDATIONS AND COUNSELORSHIPS AT 183 COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES 
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January 24, 1949 

Dear Ward: 

I have Juat received the coplea of your 
editorial, .. Blow for Frlendahlp," and 1 am very 
proud and 1r• ful for what you had to aay. 

At the time, I waa not aware that I waa 
etrlklng a '' rlnalnfl blow'• for •o much. 1 Juat 
followed the dictate& of my heart •• which, after 
all, la the beat Wna to do all of the time. 

Thank you ao much,. Ward, for mentlonlna 
my part in Wa. 1 hope that my future ctiona 
and decialona here will be worthy of yO\lr peraonal, 
aa well aa editorial, confidence .. 

With my warmeat beat wlahea, 

)tir. W al'Cl Maybora 
SherD'l&D. DeDlOCrat 

Shennaa. Texaa 

Sine rely, 

L7ndon B . 1ohnaon 
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. :,· Jlow For Friendship i 
A ringing blow for friendly Latin-American relations, i 

downright Democracy, and plain ordinary humanity was~ 
struck by Texas' Junior Senator Lyndon Johnson when he l 
took up the cudgels for an appropriate burial for the Three r 
Rivers Texas-Mexican war hero. I 

The mortician who is alleged to have refused to handle i 
the remains because of Mexican ancestry, says now he had no I 
intention of 'discriminating' but merely 'discouraged' the use I 
of the chapel.' . 

At any rate, Felix Longoria, will be buried at Arlington I 
National Cemetery, that haven where America pays its 
highest respect for its outstanding battle heroes. · 

And it is because of Lyndon Johnson, a man of goodwill I 
for his neighbor across the Rio Grande, who despite possible • 
political reverberations took a forthright stand. · 

It can be said that Texas' governor, Beauford Jester, also 
1 

joined with Johnson in deploring such discrimination, if such : 
it was. _ 1 

Latin-American Texans galore fought and died for Texas · 
in the late world war. Felix Longoria was one of · the first . 
of his ancestral background to pay the. supreme penalty. · 

Surely the mortician who was reluctant to use his chapel j 
for the service does not reflect the sentiments of a majority, 
of his fellow-Texans. I 

Such an attitude carries racial prejudice to an extreme .' 
unconscionable on the part of free Texans. · 

SHERMAN (TEX.) DEMOCRAT l-16·-49 
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1aauary 24, 19'9 

My dear J'l'lendi 

1 am ver, 1rateftal for your letter ol . 
the nineteenth dd ffpeclally for your kind 
woN.a about my action la the nanttable 
incident at Thi' e Riwra. 

Mr pan in Wa waa unall, but l waa 
psoud to clo w I could to provide tor F Ux 
Lo oria. an American hero. tbt d.ec•ld• p.aper, 
Chrl Uan burial hi• 1nat an4 unaelflah .. rvtce 
deaervea. 

With my warmed beat wialMta, 

Mr. John JL Slmaf 
614 Bower Street 

Elldaart, Indiana 

Sincerely, 

Lymloa B. 1ohnaon 
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Senator Lyndon Johnson 
Senate Qffice Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Senator Johnson: · 

614 Bower Street 
Elkhart, Indiana 
January 19, 1949 

.... JAN 22 A.M. 

You are to be commended for your efforts in behalf of Mrs. 
Felix Longoria ! ! 

For seven generations, my family has lived in Taxas-I am a 
native son-and some times proud or the fact--only llhen I 
read about such hypocrites as the citizens of Three Rivers 
do I hide my Texas ancestery. It is unbelievable that such 
prejudices can still be in existance. 

The attached clipping from THE DETROIT FREE PRESS is typical 
or the editorials published in this section or the country-­
thought you would be interested in seeing it. 

Kind regards 

cerely, 

JHS:j1f' 
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8 FRIDAY, JANUARY 14, .1949 \ ~28 
. . ' .A Hero's Return 

Bigotry .j 

* THE Three Rivers funeral parlor w.ould not 
. accept the flag-draped casket which con• 

,tains all that is mortal of Private Longoria. 
His widow, seeking to make funeral ar· 

rangements, was rebuffed. 
No Mexicans allowed-not even if they are 

heroes! · 
United States Senator Lyndon Johnson was 

notified, and fixed matters so that the remains · 
of Private Longoria would · b,e interred in 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

Arlington is not in Texas. It is a United 
States military cemetery where are buried 
such men as Pershing, Custer and Admiral 
Dewey. They were not Texans either. It is 
just possible that even their national ex­
traction, religion or political faith would have 
barred them from the soil of Three Rivers. · 

* WE ARE not inclined to condemn men for 
their prejudices. Those are weaknesses . 

with which they are born-like some disease · 
which persists through generation after l 
generation. · 

Rather, we pity them. 
And in thr; CA§LOi.Jh~ .. lli.ttis2~1l..Of_~hree , 

Rivers. Tex .. we are inclined to acknowledge 
our gratitude. 

What they have done is to have ~dvanced 
. tl~~~~aµse of civilJil~~ni~.~...in..t!.l_e_lJ!llted $~tes .; 
beyond all the efforts put forth in their behalf i 
to date. · 1 

With this classic example before them, we 
caimot conceive of a~1theroJ~l.~ . .9( legis~ 
lators opposing bills to further the cause of 
racial and national equality. 

When the half-citizens of this land are 
finally granted full admission to American 
citizenship, they can than~ the Three Rivers, 

I of which, unfortunately, there are many in 
the South-and the North. 

* THE map shows that Texas is the la~gest 
state in the Union. 

Today, in the eyes of sincere Americans, it 
is seen dimly, much smaller than tiny Rhode 
Island. [3 of 4]
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Mr d u Fl'lend: 

T1'ank you ao mucll for t&Jdn1 time to 
Write me auch a t!aotalhtfal aJld uartenbaa 
letter. I ellj.,... nadllla eYery line ol It. 

No wcmla ol. miM could ever ... .-ately 
expr••• my appNC1atlaa for your klncl words 
or for your pad upport. Mr l*ft In Wa 
narettallle lacident at Three Rivera waa amaU, 
but I waa proad to do what I could to pl'OVlde 
for Fells Lollloria ·the .. ceat, CbriaU..., 
All'Mlrieut buial hla unaelf19h aenice deMrvea. 

If my ac:Uou have conti-lbuted 1n anyway 
toward a better uadernandl .. am.o., thoae who 
live aa aelablM>r•• then I am very MPPJ and 
th•nkfuJ.. 

Aaata. tha k you for writina, and lf l 
can Mrv• you in anyway at ..,um.. plea•• 
let me know. 

Ml'a. A. s. Vente 
P. O. Box 811 

Slllcenly, 

Lpdon 8. 1ohnllOA 

San Juan. Texaa ..................... 
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wan Jaall, Texas . 

Jan. l' til, 194:9 

u. ~ . iJenater, 

.u ar l)enahr: 

I t net tinll entllCh w1rta t1 •x.1u .. aa 1u.r ap _ reaiathn ter 

t 1• int. re at 7n. a1 n in the •aae •t '.thrH lii n ra re :;ar&i nc th• 1'9faae). 

t• reitar.r the 1 • f a Latin •meri•an 11lthro 

{ a are tlla t thia 1rett et 11n• ri t.r an4. AM rl&a11.l m •h•wn •.r 

1•• aa nr :repreHntantiTH) will alwa.ra I• &.P.J?W•latet •1 all peepl• •t Latin 

teH•nt ant i7 all '9 •• AIHrl•ana • . 

New tile prtpriettr •f th• funeral htm• la i'Yil'lc the Ullal •xH.•••· 
Hi• ex•~••• remint1 me tf Mr. Ut~• Steve111•n when h• Yia1t M•xi••o ..Eiecarainc the 

•re•lem tf tia•riminatitn in Texaa a,alnat tae pepple et Kex1aan •••••n~ala anawer 

waa that nt &11•r1m1nat1 tR nhte& in 1

~u:aa . Waen r.1.• wa• a1icd. a••u.t ta. ••crecathn 

et ••r ~ ill.ren in tu pa•lh u.iatla, h11 answer waa that it waa tile.t>••.Pl• et Latin 

•••• nt w want•• separate 1•h11la. Hi& ex•~s•a wer• p tr ant ritt•u.ltaa. Mex1•• 

h Yer1 well ... nfena.i. ftr even Seantu'8 ant M., xi•an t.hnau.la han Hen pu.t eat t! 1•91 h 

plaHa ill ~•xa• . 'rlae ~Jianiaa newspapers •arriea almHt t<ii 17 ta• aauaea ttn• te tae 

Jt•:ple et Latin &ucent in T~xaa. 

Cttt a••tant tf tne aia1rminati en a,ainat Latin •aeri••na in Texaa . lie •itei that 

nen •intr•4e1 ant ra.,lit•r1H Jaa.Ye retL.J.Ht te al.ra1 t hr u.rlal the "t1u et t.b.e Lztin 

,. 
aa ne 

I 

~Ae •Ha: •nt1tlet, "Latin 4 meri•'na in Texaa" •1 Mra .Pa1:1.l1ne .t\. Kltle 
I I 

pad.li ab.et re • nt lJ, en tit let, A.re • \i et Ne lchit era 'i" • .1 Jatc• Al:ma ,i;) .?• r.-lea 
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tf wan &ntinit, ~. 8 9 iv•• «. •lml•atar1 •Yi en•• t! waat we nave t c• tar •CA 

tilru1ca tu pre 9 lem et &1ur1m1n• ti n in Texaa. 

~e a1 pe that 1n • 11 unt in11e in the tattt.re -,, u.r 1 Ue &tine waat h ripi 

fer a ,e11le taat fer l•rc 7eara have •••n 
a.._em1•rati• praeti••• •t &1a•ri111nat11n. 

tltate«. ant ~•pt «.ewn tar•llCA ta• 

' I weaaYe 1tiler Hrhu pr11le• in t.b.e .dit Qrante Valle1• :.l:ae tata.aan«.a 

et ill•cal Kexi•an •1t1z•n• w1r~i.,; fer atarY titn wac•• ftr••• tar pe1pl• t leaY• 

fir th• N'r~a in aear•h st werk. Thla pr1•le11 harts as eeen1mi•~ll7 ant ptliti•all7. 

·~ net aelp a n.tcaatrinc 

tt 11 Ye t• sent lJ ant tt r;i ve their •hiltlren a auu l tt'1eat hn.. K&Jl.1 •hll&ren are 

h rH& t • w er~ l n tile tie laa • l'I am teuriHnc th.la etll•r 191911 lem in 1r&•r tllat 

7ea Will 9e ••tt•r 1nftr•t tf Wllat a larce l•r .. nt•C• •f Hr jtH.Plt AaH te Ct tareacA• 

ii• al'9 all anxh1.1.1 ti ci ve eia.r •.b.1ltren an et1r1eatien an«. that t.Qe7' 11 ellj17 *• Ame rhana 

ta. aar:ae •111rt u.ni tlta as tae re at . 

In rq •}tiniea, in 1rt•r te pr•t••t ear l'eaH , Unit7 an«. ~•me•rae7 in 

tab Hemiapa•.re, w• mut •Jlll w 1th n.r Ne. 1 .Pr•• !em, t.b.e prt9l.em 1f ra .. &h•riminaUen 

aca1nat ether 4'.meri•am..• . ~ • .maim 111r 1wn aerura aaa the ra1t •t t.m A.merieaa mere 

aitlt•4i alM. mere atrencer, we maat let everi1t7 earn a liYiDC wac•• 

~rinc tile reHnt eampaic•, I weroa ney hare. hr yn ant u:r. PaillJ 

Ka~•ll· 
I am un'1nc 7•11 • a hwole cltt, th• •••k •t nr .. i.vet Latin 

A.•riean lea«.er, Jaqe Alena• ~ • .P•ral•1 1f wan aintmh , ant whieh ii ••Ht eu ta•ta 

ef th •re lea tf tia&ftminati9n acainlt U&o 

recarC.1DC ear pr•• le•. 
A.catu ta1u1.tclnc 7•Q trim the •ett1m et A•art ter 7•~r ai•••rtt1 an& 
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-to 
mer1•an1am &A•WJl ear petple, ant wlth ••r'J •••t wi•h•• fer 1•~r aa••••• 

1 
a1 ear repreaentatlT•, 1 remain, 

s1n••rel7, 
)J1 ft;,f/ r1, S, 7/~ 

Kra A.. S . Vente 

p . o. ••x 877, San Jaan, 4exaa . 

Prea. Oitiz•na' P•litl•al 
01 ..... 
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February 21. 1949. 

Dear Dan: 

Ma)ly thank• for your note a.'bout the 
Lo~o l · matter ~uid for the ell pJ.nas. 

You · re the moat de bl~ f :riend 
a. man could have. Be sure to keep aend­
lna me the c i p· s. You .re my No. 1 
man in San . \.ntunio ao let n-.. e know w}IQ,t 
Io ht to do. 

With beet wiahes. 1 d.m 

Sincer ly • 

. L)'lldon D.1ohuon. 

Honorabl• Dan Owll. 
l oatmaater, 

San Anto o. T exaa. 
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March 1, 1949. 

My dear Friend: 

Many 
Loqoria . 

nk• for your letter about Felix 

In my o on we canno do too much for 
a man who -ha• 1lven hi• life .for our country, 
ngardleaa of Uo Uty, relialon or any o er 
prejudice that the minda of little ople many · 
ente in. 

I app ct.ate your ins the _time to write 
me ab ut thia matter, which I hope will never 
occur a1 in in our S te . 

Wl kind n1arda , I am 

Mr. Len Q. Boaley, 

-.... 
559 Col'ey Avenue, 

Braddock, I enn. 

Slncer ly, 

L on B. 1ohnaon. 
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Hon. Lyndon B. Johnson, 
Sir, 

I ::. have been reading the Longoria case . And 
I'm glad that you took part in the case . I would 
like to express my feelings as to that. That it is 
about time someone opens the light on racial pre~ 
judice. 

We were born in Texas, and raised in Penna. 
We served in the forces or the United States and 
all or us would gladly give our lives . While I was 
stationed there in Texas they refused to serve me 
in a reaturant because I was mexioan . If we were 
good enough to serve our countl"y, why do they treat 
us like that. 

I know there are good and bad in every 
race , but when it comes to burying &he dead they 
should.n 1 t hold agains•t you what nationality 
you are . He gave gave his life to tight for our 
country . 

And our country is made up or different 
nationalities . All or us at one time fought for 
our liberty and we are not sorry that we live here . 

Thanking you , I remain 

Len . Q. Bosley 
559 6orey Ave. 

Braddock, Pe.nna. 
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r.ux Lon&Ori.A 

lu14mt ~ ..ii, 1 as ~ to ~ 1a 

aeebg that 19t tbe clwnt, ~ 

lJlar1al. his Mnioee deoo.r99cl. 

11th beat s, 

11•:.t Dorotb7 JobnAOn 

426 Nortb ~ ...... 

P••dea 31 Oalitorn.1& 
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a~ . MAR 1 0 A. M4 

The Honorable Lyndon S. Johnson 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Senator Johnson : 

426 No . Raymond Avenue 
Pasadena 3, California 
March 9, 1949 

I just want to tell you how inspired I was by your 
action in the case of Felix Longoria, as beautifully and 
vividly reported in "The Progressive" for Ma.rah. Lots 
of t i mes I don ' t like to put "honorable 11 at the first or 
letters I write to Congressmen! But in this case , I was 
very happy to do so . It is a joy to know that there 
are "honorable" people -- even in Texas ! And of course 
the fact that you are another Johnson gives me a little 
cl annish pride. I , al.ong with Cary McWilliams , find a 
lot of reason for encouragement in the present-day scene 
in regard to the development of better racial understanding 
in the United States. But we have a long way to go, don't we! 

My very best wishes to you. Being an American 
Congressman is an awfully (I use the word literally) impor­
tant job these days ! 

Very sincerely yours, 

}} 
Dorothy Jo 

(P.S. - I write this note from the uncomfortable position 
of a "majority" person : white, protestant, seven generations 
of middle-class .American ancestors from .all branches of my 
family tree. But my paternal grandparents came out of 
Kentucky because they didn't want their children to grow 
up in slave territpry and my father is not afraid to face 
"the truth that hurts , "though he lives in Missouri. I could 
not be worthy of this heritage if I weren ' t concerned for 
"liberty and Justice for all. n - dj ) 
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'l'bank J'OU tor \be clipp1nga recardins 
the inwatiaati 

"',.._,.._,,'!'n"'l'.t_Y'\Dr.IC'! and cooparat.18n 

• 

Honorable Dan Quill •Poat..at.er 
San , Texu · 

http:Poat..at


_. dear' Friendt 

1'hank 10'1 tor 1V1ll' ,,.,,,. nice letter 
ot the 10th 8ld1Qs the of l4"elis 
Wqor!a s.n Ar~ton National c- • 

11( pan in the Snoident was but 
I was proud to Sn eecutna tor t-h1e 
Aflel1.can soldier the Chrie\ian ba1.al 
to which he wae entitled 

I\ waa a P:Lel8Ulr'e w hear ~ you. 

s~, 
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Taps after Trouble. Felix Longoi;ia 
died a hero iri l945, victim of lap 
small arms fire on L'uzon. He was 26. 
After the war, his widow wanted his 
body brought hack to Three Rivers, 
Tex., for reburial. 

To inter the young Mexican-Amer­
ican with proper ceremony, she asked 
local undertaker T. W. Kennedy for 
use of his mortuary chapel. To her 
complete amazement, he refused. Tear­
ful, she called Dr. Hector Garcia in 
Corpus Christi, Tex., and explained 
that Kennedy had said "the Whites . 
might object." Furious, Garcia wired 

all members of Texas' Congressional 
delegation. 

Last week, Felix's widow, his 
7 -year-old daughter and his parents 
could feel at least that justice had 
been done. At the insistence of Texas' 
Sen. Lyndon Johnson, Longoria's body 
was brought to Arlington, Va., and re­
buried (above) with full military hon­
ors. The Three Rivers undertaker was 
absent, hut his place was taken by a 
man fitter to show America's gratitude 
for a hero's sacrifice-Maj. Gen. Harry 
Vaughn, representing the President of 
the United States. 
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Senator L)'lldon B. John•on 
Waahing'ton, D. c. 
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April 1 1 1949. 

Ky dear Kra. Curtis: 

I am d..-pl7 gnwtul tor your letter 
ot March 28th and the sentiments you expreaeed 
on behalf of the 'la3h1ftl'toD Cha~ ot the 
Unitarian i'ellow hip tor Social J tice. 

In m;y opinion there was not too much 
that we oould do tor 'ihi• Mexi n bo7 who gave 
his life tor hie C0\11ltry that each of US might 
haTe a better world in which to live. His 
family returned to Texas ter the sernce 
with light hearts and a renawed faith in the 
greatnesa and &r&Ciouaneas ot the Nation in 
which we live. 

It was kind of 70ur orpni tion to write 
me. 

Sino 17, 

Lyndon B. Johnaon. 

Mra. W. P. Curti1, 
Corre pondi Se etary, Washington C pter, 
Unitarian Fellow hip tor Sooial .Ju tioe, 
Sixteenth and Strefta, N. w., 
Washington, D. c • 

• war - lonFria, tel.la 
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~nslyington Cl!lyaphr 
~ibtrimt ~.ellofusqip Jll.or J&n.cial 3'Justir:e 

~adlf amb ~b Jijraet• ~- ;Bl. 
~ulfington 9, ~- Gt. 

Hon . Lyndon B. Johnson , 
Senate Office Building , 
Wash ngton 25 , D. c. 

Dear Mr . Johnson: 

March 28, 1949 . 

~ .'- APR 1 A.Mr 

At a regular meeting of the Washington 
Chapter of the Unitarian Fellowship forSocial Justice it 
was voted that a letter be sent you to commend you on your 
action which resulted in the burial of veteran Felix Longoria 
in Arlington Cemetery . For such a loyal servant of bis 
country burial in this honored spot is altogether fittjng 
and proper . Your action must have brought solace and 
increased faith in our Democracy to his family and friends . 

~If~ 
(011~ , w F. ~) 
Corr •. Secy ., 
WASH~NGTON CHAP.TER 
UNITARIAN FELLOWSHTP FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE 
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Dear Mr. er1 

I app . JOU eaa in ae Di 
me the clip lrorn the New Tork News uad 
in wriUna me aa you dld about the b al of 
Felix Lo in A n National Ce ry. 

It we.a r b U..t Wa xican i lly 
waa 1ubjected to humlliaUon and emb rraaam rd, 
and I pe that auch an event will never occur 
a1ain.. 

Thank you a for ltina me a a you did. 

Hon. f.aul 1. M U r 

.. .. , 
13 ~ D dwc..y, 

New York 6, N. Y • 

5 er ly. 

Lyndo B. 1o on. 
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PAUL J. MILLER 

COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

13:S BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 6, N. Y. 

BARCLAY 7-8898 

The Hon. Lydon Johnson 
!he t1n1'ted States Senate 
Washington , D.C. 

Dear Senator lohnaon: 

.,. FEB 2 0 A.ti. 

Februar7 18, 1949 

I enclose a photo clipping ~rom the !few York News 
lfhioh gave me a feeling of ela.tion that you were instl'lllD.ental 
in arranging a hero's burial in · our National Cem.eter7 in 
Arlington, Va. I am a war veteran of the lat World War and 
when I read a few weeks ago that the Texas Wldertaker refused 
to handle \he funeral b7 reason of Mexican anoes,ry I bad nothing 
but contempt for him. · 

I heartilJ' oommeni you. 

PJM:D 
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1Unnngshm, 1<!rexns 

March 17, 1949 

Hon. Senator Lyndon Johnson 
Washington, D. c. 
Dear senator: 

Attached you will find some news clippings on 
the Longoria Probe that I feel will be of in­
terest to you. Trusting that you are complete­
ly satisfied with the manner in which this has 
been handled. 

May I express my sincere appreciation to you 
for the contact that you recently made for me. 

Any time tha t I can either personally or as a 
newspaper publisher be of assistance to you, 
please feel free to contact me. 

Yours truly, , 

-rn-uu.~;z..q IVL R . J-br~ 
Mrs. PrydJ R. stri;l;n-;u 
nee Mrs. E. H. Whitehead 
Publisher 

-~ 
~ 

tJ 

PRS :net 
enc. 




