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F LIVE OAK i
On this 20th day of February, 1949, I, Guadalupe Longorila,
Sr.,'voluntarily max® the following statement in order to clarify

any confusion that may exist with respect to the part that I played

in donnection with the reburial of the body of my son, Felilx

Longoria:

¥y name 1s Guadalupe Longoria. I was born in San Dilego,
Texas. I have lived in Three Rivers, Texas, for approximately
25 yearsa.

In the first place I wish to state that, contrary to
reports published in some newspapers, my son's widow, Beatrice
Longoria, and I have never had any personal differences. 3She,
members of her family, and all members of my family including
myself have always been on the best of termsy. Any difficulties
or clashes with any other person have been due to personal matters
between such person and me or my sons, and not because of any
friendship ®k® between such person and my son's widow or between
such person and members of her famiRy. To this day, my son's widow
visits my home frquently and we still consider her, as we always
will, as our own daughter.

During the early part of January, 1989, my son's widow,
Beatrice Longoria, notified us that she had recelved a notice
from the War Department that the remains of my son Fellx would
gsoon arrive in San Francisco. This was the second notice that she
had_received; she had also told us about the flrst notlce

some time before.




On Tuesday, January 11, 1949, my son Guadalupe, Jr., trans-
lated an article in the Corpus Christi Caller which referred to
a refusal on the part of the Three Rivers funeral home, Xnown as
the Rice Funeral Home, to permit the use of 1ts chapel for my
son's funeral services.

My two sons Guadalupe, Jr., and Alberto, and I immediately
went to Corpus Christil to see Beatrice, my son's widow. She infopmed
us that through her sister Sarah, she had contacged a veberan's
organization known as the American G.I. Forum, whose presidentwas
Dr. Hector Garcia of Corpus Christi. We--that is, my sons and I--
went to see Dr. Garcia right away and he told us that he was trying
to make arrangements to have the body buried in Corpus Christi.

We told Dr. Garcla that we would approve this plan. We also authorized
told him

Dr. Garcia to make arrangements as he thought best and/that he would

receive our full backing.

That night my two sons, my son's widow, Beatrice, and I

attended a meeting of the G.I. Forum at which a telegram was read
from Senator Lyndon Johnson in which he offered to make arrangements
to bury my son's body in Arlington Cementery. Beatrlice and I, who
were sitting side by side, agreed that Senator Johnson's offer should
be accepted. After the meeting my sons and I returned to Three Rlvers.
On the following day, January 12, my son Guddalupe and I
went back to Corpus Christi to see. Dr. Garcla. We asked him if he
could help ue obtain financlal assistance to send more than one
member of the family $o Washington to attend the funeral, since some
Three Rivers organizatior-s had volunteered to pay the expenses for
one member of the family. He gave us two letters, one for ir. R.A.

Cortez of San Antonio, president of the League of United Latln
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American Citizens, (LULAC), and smnther for Frank Chapa, president
of the 3.I. Forum in Beeville. We then returned to Three Rivers.

On the following day, my son Guadalupe informed me that
Dr. Garcia had telephoned him and asked him to disregard the letters;
that he (Dr. Garcia) xkmxi® would try to obtain the necessary funds
to send at least three members of the family $o Washington. I was
thoroughly in accord that Dr. Garcla should do as he had told my son,
since I wented as many membsrs of the family as possible to go to
Washington for the funeral--or wk go wherever the funeral might be
held--and furthermore I had previously given him full authority to make
whatever arrangements he saw fit, provided they met with the approval
of the widow, whog after all, had the final saf in all these matters,
and properly so.

On or about January 13, the folldwing persons came to my
home: J.K. Montgomery, mayor of Three Rlvers, S.F. Ramsey, president
of the Three Rivers Chamber of Commerce, Bryan Boyd, clty secretary,

First Mr. Boyd came to my home alone, in the morning. He
and another man whose name is Radford, T think. XKKX took me to the
First State Bank of Three Rivers, where I was asked many questlons

(the above four men)

in English, most of which I did not understand. I did tell them that
I wish it were possible to bury my boy at home, but I also told them
that T had consented to other arrangements being made and that, further-
more, the widow had the final say in the matter. Nothlng xx was sald
by anyone with reference to the mmiimxizm collection of funds for
traveling expenses for any member of the family. This subject was
not discussed.

T believe it was that night (January 13) when the same
gentlemen whom I had seen at the bank all came to my home with a

statement that they wanted me to sign. I told them I could not sign

anything because I had given complete authority to Dr. Hector Garcla

and Beatrice, my son's widow. _3_ [3 of 5]



My daughter Carolina, and my sons Alberto and Guadalupe
ware present when these four gentlemen asked me to sign the

statement. Carolina kept a copy of the statement, which is

attached to thies statement. I repeat*#eI did not signthis

statemant; the facts appearing in it are not true; amd I did not
authorize any one to publish it of anything aimllar_to it. This
statement brought to my home was translated to me by my children.

I want it clearly understood that I am very grateful to
Br. Garclia and the American G.I. Forum for their efforts in our
behalf. I am also grateful to other organizations and groups which
have taken an interest in this case, and particularly to Senator
Johnson, whose only interest, as I can see, was to fand a peacefyl
resting place for a soldder who gave his life for his country.
The Good MNdghbor Commission has also been active in investigating
this case, and T appreclate the efforts of Its Executive Segretary
Mr. Tom Sutherland and 1ts Chairman, Mr. Bob Smith.

If any embarrassment has been caused by thls case to anyone,
I am sorry, but after all I did not create a feeling of prejudice
which seems to exlst in many places in Texas agabnst people of
my national origine.Other people are rcsponsible for that. I think that
we would only be gooling ourselves to try to leave the impression
that people of Mexican descent are treated the same as anyone else
throughout the State of Texas.

I have made this statement in the presence of several
psrsons, including members of my family. It has been translated to
me by my daughter Carolina. I have not been offered anything by
anyone for making it; I am doing it of my own free will. I had hoped
that this matter would be ended, but if someone wishes to make an
investigation, I would like for this lvestigation to bring out

the true facts., ol [4 of 5]




I have signed the preceding four pages on the margin after they

were translated to me, this 20th day of February, A.D. 1949,
(-“é/ ’ J 7 A
{.-)/M—Wh-- ’Z{'ﬂ#ﬂw
Juadalupe Longoria, S

r,

Witnesses:

0&@./@1 4 Va2 ,-/:_M/

CarolinalLongoria.

'ﬂuadalype féﬁgoria, 3?‘

. ’f’ > j’ ) ey — &'I»’lﬂu
Alberto Longoria

4 Yoy 20 —
Eeatyrice Lonzoria
vy 2
Tarah S asenod

Sarah Moreno
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Heréberto Hernandez




The M is & statement nade to the Board of Directars of the
Ehree Riwere Chamber of Commerce by Lupe longeria of Three livers,

Father of Felix Longoria.

&
. "Pelin® wife would not speak to me beciuse I objected to the association she

# '“&hﬂ“ﬁtﬂmﬁhﬂ'mmddﬂxuhmlh&dmtroubh befare
p—. to leave tewn and sle did not want us to lnow when the body
3‘: He 43 mv boy and I weat lids body trought back to n‘u h_m!_}n

Three Iivers. My family and I hope that our Three Rivers friends will help
us in getting his body brought here for burial. I s 66 years old, have
lived in Three iivers 25 years and I feel that everyone here is my friend.
I expect to live here the rest of my life and would lile for my Loy to

be as near us as pussible. ;dummm-mrmcupuw
amt I¢ Nel want sy Srouble foow WENA

Swotn to and subscribed to befare me the undersigned autharity this

m of ery, 1%9.

0 & or
Live Oak County, Texas.




CORY

February 18, 1949

My father was driven from home down to the bank
by Mr. Ramsay and several other men, where they asked
him to s a letter which said he wanted Felix buried
in Three Rivers, He dldn't sign the letter, so thg’
brought the letiers to the house when they ook Da

ome o

I looked at the letters and told them we would
have to check. They told us that if Daddy didn't sign
the letters they would not be printed. Then I aesked
them to leave,

didn't sign the letters then or anytime,
because we tore them up, after we had studied them,
A few days later, though, the letter was printed in
the Three Rivers papers with my father's feme on it,

Also, statements were printed saying that my
father opposed the collection of money to pay for the
family's trip up here. That is not so. He went to
Dr. Garcia and of fered to help get the money. If my
father had opposed the trip, we wouldn't have taken
the money and none of us would have come here,

The men in Three Rivers -« Ny, Ramsay, Mr, Kennedy,
My, Mont and several others -« kept trying to
g:: him i: father) to say things and do things all
the time the stories were in the papers., Daddy

got sick and on Dr, Garcia's instrmuoctions I made the
men g0 away whenever they came to the howse, It sll
got so bad finally, though, that Alberto had to take
Daddy away to Lareco to get soms rest,

Signed by:


http:uo-ts.me

March the 7th A.D.1949

My fether was driven from home down to the bank
by Mro Ramsay and several other men, where they asked
him to sign a letter which said he wented Felix buried
in Three Kivers, He didn't sign the letter, sc they
brought the letters to the house when they took Daddy
home o

1 looked &t the letters and told them we would
have to check, They told us that if Daddy didn't sign
the letters they would not be printed, Then 1 asked
them to leavs,

Daddy didn't sign the letters then or anytime,
b ec2use we tore them up, after we had studied them.
A few duys later, though, the letter was printed in
the Three Hivers papers with my father's neme on it,

#l80, statements were printed saying that my
father opposed the colleoction of money to psy for the
family's trip up here. That is not so. Jie went to
Dr, Gerocla und offered to help get the money, If ny
father had opposed the trip, we wouldn't have taken
the money and none of us would heve oome here,

. The men in Three Kivers -- lr, Remsay, Mr, Kennedy,
ir, Montgomery, and several others == kept trying to
g‘t him (my father) to say things and do things all
uring the time the stories were in the papers, Daddy
g0t sick and on Dr, Garcia's instructions I meade the
men go awey whenever they came to the house, It all
got so bed finally, though, that Alberto had to take 3
Daddy away to Laredo to get scme rest, 5

Signed Dby: ‘72‘£§7
THE STAT.. OF TEUS

COUNTY OF NUICES y _
SYORN TO AND :UBSCRIBE. BLFORE MF,by Carolina longoria
this the 7th day of March A.D. 1949,
———

(3,Cuadeiupe Trevingl/. ~asonry
Notery Publio En and es C.., Texes
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February 18, 1949

Mr, Kennedy was quoted as saying that he had
denied the use of his chapel because of difficulties
between my sister, Mrs. Beatric Longoria, and the
Longoria femily.

There had been some differences quite some time
ago, but that was all azfamily matter and was past
and forgotten.

Mr, Kennedy had not been in Three Rivers during
that time and his statements were just based on what
people there told him,

As far as mysister and the family were concerned,
there were no differences over the reburial. If there

had been, she would not have wanted Felix buried in
Three Rlvers where his family and friends all live,

S ed by:

Jlarens



STATE OF 7:XA8
COUNTY OF NUECESQ
SEFORS ME, THE UNDEKOSLIUNED AUTHORITY, on this day personally appeared
Juventino Ponce, who after being by me duly sworn, mpon his oath deposes
and says as follows:
iy name is Juventino Ponce, and wy address is Oen. Del., Three
I am 29 years of age, and I am an American citizen by birth., 1 was
born June L, 1919, in McCoy, Atascosa County, Texas, 1 have lived in Three
Rivers, Live Oak Cou , Texas for the last 15 years, 1 am & veteran of
World War II,
On Friday, March 11, 1949, 1 went to a barber shop located next door
to the Hotary Club on Dibrell Avenus, in Three Hivers, Texas., I walked in,
and & man wearing a white Jjacket such as is commonly worn by barbers asked ne,
"What can 1 do for youT™ I answered, "I need a haircuti He said, "I'm sorry,
but we don't serve Latin-Americansi I said nothing more but merely walked out,
This barber shop mpened for business on or about March 7th 1949, It is
located, 1 repeat, next doar to the Retary Club where the Legislature Committee
was holding & hearing on the Longoria Case that same day that 1 was refused

service at said barber ghop.

-

SUBSGIISED AND SWORN TO before me by Juventino Pomoe on this the 12th

day of Kq;sp'h, Ao Do 1949, to certify which witness my hand and seal of office.

DE PENA
Notary Public, Nuaces County, Texa

i
My commission expires June 1, 19&.‘/-
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CheorZonm@aller-Times
Qorpus Qhristi, Texas
Feb. 18, 1949

. The following is a full and correct statement as
to my personal knowledge of the Longoria incident.

As a reporter for the Caller-Times, I have
covered the activities of the American GI Forum.
On the night of Jan. 10, Dr. Hector Garcia called
me at my home. Fd& sald Rice Funeral Home of Three Rivers
had refused chapel services for Felix Longoria, a
soldler killled in action, and sald the Forum would
hold & protest meeting the following night.

I then called Mr. Kennedv, operator of the
funeral home, to verify the story. Specifically warning him
that he spoke for publication, I asked him if the
funeral home had refused chapel services for
Longoria. He said trat was true.

I then asked if that refusal was based on
Longoria's race. "We never made a pratice of
letting Mexicans use the chanel," Kennedy said,
"and we don't want to start now." He added that
"most of them" (latins) did not want chapel services.

I then asked if he had ever held a Latin
service in the chapel, and he sald that he had not.

John Anderson, a Caller-Timee reporter who
shares my duplex, was present during most of these
phone conversations, and heard my end of the talk,

I warned Kennedy at the time tht he "had hold of
a hot potato", but he seemed to believe that the
whole thing amounted to very 1little.

The next day I called Mr. Kennedy again, and
he told me that he would "diescour~ge" the chapel service
for Longoria, but would not refuse if the family
insisted. He did not then deny his statements of the
previous night. Later he did retraét his original
statements, and his denials were duly noted in our paper.

I am making this statement, at the request
of Garcla, because an investigation has been ordered.
I was not acquainted with any of the Longorias previous
to the incident, and have no personal interest except
in my own news stories, which were correct accounts of

~the incldent as 1t developed. o -
2 a:, Gég:;e Groh ;;f Vi

oW = : _
Sworn £0 and subscribed before me by George Groh on £his the
I 2 -3 . A o | y
loth day of February, A. ) which witness my hand

‘and seal of office.

HECTOR DE PENA °
notary Public, Nueces County, 18xa:_




STATEMENT

On Januery 7, 1949 1 went to Three kivers, Texas, my former
home-town to make arrangements for my husband's (late Felix
Longoria) funeral. I went tc the Rice Funerzl ome, only fun~
ersl home in Three Kivers, Texas owned by Mr, T.". Lennedy to
have the funeral arrangements made, /i@ agreed to nsndls the are
rangements, but whea I told him 1 wunted hilas body kept at the
Chapel, he said, "Well, Mre. Longoris, I have lots of latin
friends but I can't let his bedy rest at this Chupel, bLecause
the whites won't like it", After ne told we thal, and not ex-
pecting it, I agreed to have the body taken to my house there
ut Thres livers untll reburisl.

I returned to Corpug Christi to consult with my family
sbout the incident, (ne of my sisters immediately got in con~-
tact with the "Ameriocan GI Forum“, a.v;tcrana Organization
of which Dr, lector P, Garcia l1s president aud I authorized Dr,
Gerecia to try to get the use of the Chapel for my husband's sere
vices, I told Dr, Garcia that unless he could get the L“hmpel,
we would bury him instead at Corpus Christl, 0Lr. Garcis then
called kr, Kennedy aznd was told by ur, Kennedy that "they had
never let the lLatin /imericans use tne Chapel and were not starte
ing now, even if he wae a soldler killed in action". Or, CGarcia
also oalled the Caller=-Times, loosl newspaper and a Caller-Times
reporter, «r. George roph, who tuen oalled lMr, Kennedy and was

told the same thing.

b, JRealliuin ‘

!1rae Beatrioce Longoria
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3 .
ORN T0 AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME by Beatrice Longoria on this the 9th
day of February, A. D. 1949, to certify which witness my hand and seal of office

el

HECTOR DE PENA
Notary Public, Nueces County, Texas

My commission expires June l,1 '
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Feb 9 1949.

THE STATE OF TEXAS COUNTY OF NUECES
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEX:S

Ey name is Hector P, Carcia M.,D. I am & Physician Surgeon
by profession and praectice medicine regulariy in the ciy of Carpus
Christi., I amw & Cltizen of the U.S8. and served as a Medical Officer
during the Second World War., I am president of tue Amekiocan G.I.
Forum, Independents Veterans Organization, established im Corpus
Christi with the object of mutusl help for Veterans and Veterana'
famllies in the =tate of Texaa.

On Jdan. 10,1949, Tuesday, at approximately 7 Pd Miss Sara
Moreno telked to me on the telephone and informed me that her
sister Mrs. Beatrice Longoria had been refused the use of the
"ehapel" of the Rice Funeral Home at Three Hivers .She wanted te
use the "chapel"” for the remains cof her husband Felix longorisa
whe was being brought bseck to "Three Rivers®™, Miss Moreno stated
that Mr, Kennedy the manager of tue "Rice Funeral Home" had in-
formed her thet she could not use the chapel because he was
afraid thet "the whites would not like it." 1 talked to Mrs,
Longoria and she told me thet it was true, She stated taat at
that time she had been satisfied with the "suggestion" wade by
Mr, Kennedy tc have the bogy &t her home. However, now she would
authorize we to coantact Mr. Kennedy and ask for the use of the
"chapel"” and if it were denled then to help her arrange for the
reburial to take place in Corpus Christi, Texas, I expressed my
regrets to Mrs, longoria and promised to o¢&ll up the Rice Funeral
Home immediately.

I mede & long distance call to Three Hivers and asked to
talk to the owner of the "Rice Funeral Home.". The person that
eanswered the phone seid "I am Nr, Kennedy,", I stated thet I
wanted to talk tc the owner and he stated: "he would taske care
of any business.2.

I informed ir. hepedy that I was Dr, Hector CGarcia from Corp
Christi and that I was talking by authority o« Mrs, Beatrice Longoria
and 1 proceeded:

" Mr Kennedy, Mrs. Longoria has authorized me to ask you to
pleasse let her use your funeral home %o bring the remains of her
husband F_ lix Longoria.".

"ar, Kennedy replied: " It can't be doune, and besides we
reached an agreement with Mrs. Longoria whereby she would use her
home 1us tead and she seemed sat' =fled.".

" Mr Ken.edy, drs, Longoria was anct satisfied and she has
authorized me to ask you to please let her use your funeral home."
I said.

"Thet cannot be done™ sald Mr, Rennedy.

[1o0f2] -



I answered by saying "But why, My Kennedy?".

My, Kennedy answered "Well, you see, the last time the Latin Americans
used the home the had fights and got drunk end raised lota of noise
and it didn't look so goods You understand how some of the are.

1 said "Yes, I understsnd.".

Then Yr h:nnedy proceeded: "Aud whats more the "whitea"here in town
would not like it so much and I want to rum my business in suclh a
way as 80 not to hurt them, " There are some differences aud I sm
sure that the "whites"™ here wouldn't like them to use my funeral
home, We have net let them use it and we dean't intend to 3Rt thenm
start now, "

I said " But Mr, Xennedy this man 18 & veteran , Y mean, Joldder

who was killed in action and he is worthy of &ll our efforts and

our greatest honars. Doesn't that meke a difference,?” Can we use your

funeral home, <%

He answered, " No, No , it can't be done a&and it doesn't make un
difference, 1 don't disdike the Mgxica.people but g«
Have tc run my business so I can’t do that, You under-
stand the whites here won't like it,

I answered: Yes, I understend lr “enmnedy, Thauk You,

After this conuversation I called Mrs. Bestrice Longoria and informed
her that the mission had been a fallure but thet I would try to
arrenge the details so that the funeral would take place in Corpus
Christi and that 1f necessary the American C.I. Forum would pay

for vhe expeunses, Mrs. Lougoria authorized me to proceed with

e King those arrangenents. 1 called the C.ller Times and esked Mr,
Beorge Oroph to confirm the story whichk he 4id by celling Mr. Kenedy.

After talking to Mrs. Longorie and iliss dara Moreno and before calling
Rice Funeral Home I decided that in view of the seriousness cf the
metter and the probability that later Mrl) Keanedy would deny weking
such statements I esked my nurse Miss @lady Blucher to listen o

the extenslion and she can verjfy all of my statements.

N

ez S raia :a! Ue
SWORN TU AND SUBSCRIBED BEFOKE ME
by Hector P. Garcia on this 9th day

of February, a. D. 19L9, to certify
which witness my hand seal of HECTOR DE PENA
%_, ; A Notary Public, Nueces County, Texas

My commission expires June 1, 1949 >
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COPRPY

STAT EMENT

On Monday, January 10, 1949, about T:130 P.M., Miss Sara Noreno called
Dr. Hector Garcia about her sister, Beatrice Longoria, from Three Rivers, Texas,
Mrs, longoria stated that her soldier husband's body was soon to arrive in
Three Rivers and she had tried to get the Rice Funeral Home to handle the
Funeral Arrangements, She was told that the Chapel could not be used—=being
that "the whites objected.” Dr, Hector Garcia immediately called the Rice
Funeral Home at Three Eivers, Texas, to check Mrs, Longoria's story. Think-
ing that it would be wise to Iave his Secretary, (Gladys Blucher, listen to
the conversation, he told her to listen on the other telephone, being the
same line,

Conversation on the telephone:

Dr. H, Carcia asked: "May I speak to Mr, Rice please?”

Other Voige: "Kenedy speaking,"

Dr., Garcia: "May I speak to the Mamager, please?"

Other Voice: "This is he speaking."

Dr. Gareia: "This is Dr, Carcia from Corpus Christi, There is a lady here
who came to see me, Her name is Beatrice Longoria from Three Rivers, Texas.
Sho:onlnthnthmthytonﬁ:momrmfmulbuu. Do you remember
her?

¥r, T.W, Kenedy: "Yes, I recall, I explained everything to Beatrice and we
came %0 an agreement to use her house and she was very well satisfied,”

Dr, Oareia: "Oh yes, Mr, Kenedy, but she has changed her mind and she does
want to use youwr Funeral Home,"

¥r, Kenedy: “Oh mo, that can't be done——that just can't be donel"

Dr, Garcia: "Buy why, Nr., Kenedy?"

Br.Kenedy: "Well, you see it's this way——this is a small town and you know
how it is, I'm sure you'll understand, I am the only Funeral Home here, and I
have to do wiat the white pegple want. The white pecple just don't like it."
Dr, Garcia: A "Yes, lir. Kenedy. DBut in this case this boy is a Veteran,
doesn't that make any difference?"

Mr, Kenedy: "That doesn't make any difference, You know how the lLatin people
got drunk and lay around all the time. The last time we let them use the chapel,
they get all drunk and we just can't control them--—so the white people object
to it, and we just can't let them use it. I'm sure you'll understand, and it's
like I told Beatrice.”

Dr., Garcia: "Yes, 1 understand, Mr, Kenedy. Thank you}"

sgd/ Oladys "lucher

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME by Gladys Hlucher on this the 9th day
of February, A, D, 1949, to certify which witness my hand and seal of office.

%&"f’"r
Notary » Nueces County, Texas

[1 of 3] My commission expires June 1. 194



COPY

STATENT

On Monday, Jamuary 10, 1949, about 7330 P,M,, Miss Sara Moreno called
Dr, Hector Carcia about her sister, Beatrice Longoria, from Three Rivers, Texas,
Mrs, Longoria stated that her soldier husband's body was soon to arrive in
she

;
:
;
:
]
:
:
g

Conversation on the tclephones
Dr, H. Carcia asked: I q:uk to Mr. Hice please?”

Other Voice: "Kenedy .

Dr, Garcia: "May I speak to the Manager, please?"

Other Voigce: "This is he speaking,"

Dr, GCarcia: "This is Dy, Oarcia from Corpus Christl, There is a lady here
who came to see me. FHer name is Beatrice longoria from Three Rivers, Texas,
mrmnmnmwwmuodmrmm. Do you remember
ber?

Mr, T.W, Kenedy: "Yes, I recall. I explained everything to Beatrice and we
mhmmt‘amhrhmcmduhemthdlntm.'

Dr, Garcia: "Oh yes, Mr, Kemedy, but she has changed her mind and she does
want to use youwr Funeral Home,"

¥r, Esnedy: “Oh no, that can't be done—~that just can't be donel"

Ir, Garcia: "Buy why, ¥r, Kenedy?"

dr, Kenedy : "Well, you ses it's this way—this is a small town and you know
how it'is, I'm sure you'll understand, I am the only Funeral Homs here, and I
have to do wiat the white people want. The white pecple just don't like it."
Dr, Garcia: *Yes, Mr, Kenedy. But in this case this boy is a Veteran,
doesn't that make any difference?”

¥r, Kenedy: "That doesn't make any difference, You know how the latin people
got drunk and lay around all the time, The last time we let them use the chapel,
they got all drunk and we just can't control them-—so the white people object
to it, and we just can't let them use it, I'm sure you'll understand, and it's
1ike I told Deatrice.”

Dr, Garcia: "Yes, I understand, Mr, XKsnedy. Thank youl"

sgd/ Oladys "lucher

SHORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME by Gladys Slucher on this the 9th day
of February, A, D& 1949, to certify which witness my hand and seal of office,

de Pema
Notary éﬁﬁn Nueces County, Texas

[2 of 3] My commission expires June 1. 19.9



COPY

STAT EMENT

On Monday, Januwary 10, 1949, about 7:30 P,M., Miss Sara Moreno called
Dr, Hector Garcia about her sister, Beatrice Longoria, from Three Rivers, Texas,
Mrs. Longoria stated that her soldier husband's body was soon to arrive in
Three Rivers and she had tried to get the Rice Funeral Home to handle the
Funeral Arrangements. ©5She was told that the Chapel could not be used-—being
that "the whites objected.” Dr. Hector Garcia immediately called the Rice
Funeral Home at Three Bivers, Texas, to check Mrs, Longoria's story. Think-
ing that it would be wise to have hia Secretary, Gladys Blucher, listen to
the o;:;u-ntion, he told her to listen on the other telephone, being the
same e.

Conversation on the telephone;

Dr. H. Carcia asked: "May I speak to Mr. Rice please?”

Other Voice: "Kenedy speaking,”

Dr, Garcia: "Nay I speak to the Manager, please?"

Other Voice: "This is he speaking."

Dr, Garcia: "This is Dr, Garcia from Corpus Christi., There is a lady here
who came to see me, Her name is Beatrice longoria from Three Rivers, Texas,
She tells me that she went by to ask use of your funeral home, Do you remember
her?"

Mr, T.W., Kenedy: "Yes, I recall, I explained everything to Beatrice and we
came to an agreement to wse her house and she was very well satisfied."

Dr. Garcia; "Oh yes, Mr, lu-w, but she has changed her mind and she does
waht to uss yowr Funeral Home,"

Mr, Kenedy: "0Oh no, that can't be done—that just can't be donel"

Dr. Garcias .w w’ ¥r, ‘M?.

¥, Xenedy s "Well, you see it's this way-—this is a2 small town and you know
how it is, I'm sure you'll understand. I am the only Funeral Home here, and I
have to do wiat the white people want. The white people just don't like it.”
Dr, Garcia: "Yes, Mr., Kemedy. But in this case this boy is a Veteran,
doean't that make any difference?"

Mr, Kenedy: "That doesn't make any difference, You know how the Latin people
get drunk and lay around all the time. The last time we let them use the chapel,
they got all drunk and we just can't control them—so the white people object
to it, and we just can't let them use it. I'm sure you'll understand, and it's
like I told Beatrice."

Dr. Garcia: "Yes, I understand, Mr, Kenedy. Thank youl"

sgd/ Gladys Blucher

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME by Gladys Blucher on this the 9th day
of February, A, D. 1949, to certify which witness my hand and seal of office.

sg8/ Hector de Pm
Notary ubﬁc Nunuos County, Texas

(3 of 3] My commission upiru June 1. 15.9
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STATEMENT

A On vonday, January .10, 1949 about 7:30 P.M,, Niss 3ara
doreno called Dr. Hectar Garcla about her sister, ueuti'ino Longoria,
from Three Hivers, Texss, Mrs, lLongoris stated that her soldier
husband's body was socn to arrive in Three Hivers and she had tried
to get the Hice Funeral !lome to hendle the Funeral Arrangements,
She was told that the Chapel could not be used--baing thet “the
whites objacted”, Dr, Hectar CGarcis immedistely callec the Rioce
Funeral liome at Three Hivers, Texas to check Mrs, l.ongoria's
story, Thinking that it would be wise to have his Jecretary,
Gledys Blucher listen to the conversation, he told her to listen
on the other telephone, being the sems line,

Conversetion on the telephone:

Dr. s Oeroie asked: ™May I speek to Mr, Rice please?”

Other Voice: A "Kenedy speaking”,

Dr; Garoie; "May I speak to the Manager, Flease?"

Other Vocie: "This is he speaking.”

Dr., Garcia: "ZThis is Dr, Cercia from Corpus Christi, There is a
lady here who oeme to =ee me, [er neme is beatrice Longoria fronm
Three Rivers, Texas, Ohe tells me that she went by to ask use of
vour funeral home, Do you remember her?"

Nre Te"e Kenedy: "Yes, I recall, I explalned everything to SDeatrice
and we ceme to an agreement to use her house and she was very well
setisfied,"

Dr, Gareis: Uhy yes !'r, Eenedy, but she has clhanged her mind end
ahe does want to use your Funeral :lome,"

¥re Lenedy: "Op no, that can't be done--that just oan't be donel"

[1of2]



2--itatement, Continued,

Dr. Garois: "But why, Mr. Kenedy?"

¥r, Kenedy: "Well, ycu see¢ it's this way--this 1s a smsll town and
you know how it is, I'm sure you'll understand, I em the only
Funeral Home here, and 1 have to do what the white people want,

The white people just don't like it.”

Dr, Garcia: "Yes, Vr, Eenedy. But in this case this boy is a
Veteran, doesn't that meske any difference?"

Mr, Kenedy: "Thet doesn't make any dirference, You know how the
Latin people get drunk and lay eround all the time, The last time
we let them use the chapel, they pot all drunk end we Just can't
control them--s50 the white people object to it, end we Jﬁat can't let
them use it, I'm sure you'll understand, and it's like I told
Beatrioce”.

Dre. Gercia: "Yes, I understand Vr, Lenedy. Thank youl"

MM

SWCRN TO. AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME by Gladys Blucher on this the 9th day of

February, A. D. 1949, to certify which witness my hand and seal of office.

ﬁe&ﬂg—y

HECTOR DE PENA
Notary Public, Nueces County, Texas

My commission expires June 1, 194.Z.

[2 of 2]
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Pebruary 9, 19,9

THE STATE OF TEXAS, COUNTY OF NUECES
CORPUS CHRISIT, TEXAS

My name is Hector P. Oarcia, N.D. I am a Piymician Swgeon by prefession
and practice msdicine regularly in the city of Corpim Christi. I am a citizen
of the U.8. and served as a Medical Offiocer during the Becond World War. I
mn president of the American (0. I. Parum, Independent Veterans Organisation,
established in Corpus Chrisit with the ohject of mutual help for Veterans and
veterans' families in the State of Texas.

On Jan. 10, 194§, Tussdsy, at approximstely 7 P.M, Miss Sara Moreno
talkked to m® on the telsphone and informed me that her sister, ¥re. Beatrice
" of the Rice FPuneral Home at

i
E
i
i
;
5.
|

I informed Mr. Kennedy that I was Dr. Hector Qarcia from Corpus Christi
and

"ir. Kennedy replied; "It can't be done, and besides we reached an
agreement with Mrs. Longaria whereby she would use her home instead and she
seemed satisfied."

"Mr. Kennedy, Mrs. Longoria was not satisfied and she has authorized me
to ask you to please let her use your funeral home.” I said."

"That cannot be done." sald Wr. Kennedy.

[10f2]
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I answered by saying, "But why, Mr. Kemedy?*.

Mr. Kennedy amswered, "Well, you ses, the last time the latin Americans used
the home they had fights and got drunk and raised lots of noise and it didn't

here,won't like it."
I snewered; "Yes, I undarstand, Mr. Kennedy. Thank you."

After this conversation I called Mrs. Beatrice Longoria and informed hexr that
the mission had been a failuwre but that I would try to arrange the details

so that the funeral would take place in Corpus Christi and that if necessary
the Anerican (. I. Forum would pay for the expenses. Mrs. Longoria authorized
me to procesd with making those arrangemssnts, I called the Caller-Times and
asked M. Osorpe Broph to confirm the story which he did by calling lMr. Kennedy

After talkdng to Mrs. Longoria and Miss Bara Moreno and before calling Rice

Funeral Homs I decided that in view of ths seriousness of the matter and the
probebility that later Mr. Kennsdy would deny making such statements I asked
my nurse Miss Olady Blucher to listen on the extension and she can verify all
of =y statsmants.

Hector P. Oarcia, M.D.
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED BEFORE ME
by Hector P. Qarcia on this 9th day

of Pebruary, A. D. 1949, to certify
which witness my hand and seal of
office.

/s/ Bector de Pena

(2 of 2]
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February 9, 1949

THE STATE OF TEXAS, COUNTY OF NUECES
CORPUS CHRISIT, TEXAS

My name is Hector P. Garcia, M.D. I am a Physician Swrgeon by prefession
and practice medicine regularly in the ocity of Corpim Christi. I am a citizen
of the U.S. and perved as a Medical Officer during the Second World War, I
am president of the American (. I. Forum, Independent Veterans Organiszation,
established in Corpus Chrisit with the object of mutual help fer Veterans and
veterans! families in the State of Texas,

On Jan, 10, 194§, Tuesday, at approximately 7 P.M. Miss Sara Moreno
talked to me on the telephone and informed me that her sister, Nrs. Beatrice

Longoria had been refused the use of the "chapel" of the Rice Funeral Home at

Three Rivers. O5he wanted to uss the " for the remains of her husband
Felix Longoria whe was beinjj brought haelf to "Three Rivers®. Miss Moreno stated
that ¥r. Kennedy the manager of the Puneral Home" had informed her that

not use the chapel because he was afraid that "the whites would
not like it." I talked to Mrs. lLongoria and she told me that it was true. She
stated that at that time she had heen satisfied with the "suggestion" made by
I:'.Mtohnltbbo#nthrhﬂ. However, now she would authorise
utomtwblr.xm ask for the use of the "chapel" and if it were
denied then to help her arrange for the reburial to take place in Corpus
Christi, Texas. I expressed my rejrets to Mrs. Longoria and promised to call
up the Rice Funeral Home immediately.

I made a long distance call to Three Rivers and asked to talk to the
ommer of the Rice Funeral Home., The person
am Mr. Kennedy." I stated that I wanthd to
"He would take care of any business."

1t
g
£
%
g
4

I informed Mr. Kennedy that I was Dr. Hector (arcia from Corpus Christi
and that I was talkigg by authority of Mrs. Beatrice Longoria and I proceeded:

"iir. Kennedy, Mrs. Longoria has authorised me to ask you to please lst
her use your funeral homs to bring the remgins of her husband Felix Longoria.”

"Mr. Kennedy replied; %It can't be done, and besides we reached an
agreement with Mrs. Longoria whereby she would use her home instead and she
seemed satisfied.”

"Mr. Kennedy, Mrs. Longoria was not satisfied and she has authoriszed me
to ask you to please lst her use your funeral home.,” I said."

"That cannot be done." sald Mr. Kennedy.

[1of 2]
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I answered by saying, "But why, Mr. Kemnedy?".

Mr. Kennedy answered, "Well, you see, the last time the Latin Americans used
the home they had fights and got drunk and raised lots
look so good. You understand how some of them are."

have to
business so I can't do that, You understand the whites
m,m’t like it.”

(o]

answered: "Yes, I understand, Mr. Kennedy. Thank you,"

After this conversation I called lMrs. Beatrice Longoria and informed her that

the mission had been a failure but that I would try to arrange the details

so that the funeral would take place in Corpus Christi and that if necessary '

the American . Y. Forum would pay for the expenses, Mrs., longoria authorized

me to proceed with making those arrangements, I called the Caller-Times and
Mr. Georje Broph to confirm the story which he did by calling Mr. Kennedy

asked
After talking to Mrs. Longoria and Miss Sara Moreno and before calling Rice

Puneral Home I decided that in view of the seriousness of the matter and ths
probability that later Mr. Kennedy would deny maiing such statements I asked

BOMP.{]II'BU.I.D.
by Hector P, Garcia on this 9th day

of February, A. D. 1949, to certify
which witness my hand and seal of
office.

[2 of 2]



STATEMENT

On vonday, January 10, 1949 about 7:30 P.M,, kiss Sara
.wreno ocalled Dr, Hectar Gercie about her sister, Heatrice Longoris,
from Three Rivers, Texzs, Mrs, Longories stated that her soldier
husband's body was socn to arrive in Three Rivers and she had tried
to get the Rice Funeral !lome to handle the Funeral irrangemsnts,
She was told that the Chapel could not be usede--being that "the
whites objected”, Dr, Heotar Carocia immedistely eallen the Rice
Funeral Home a2t Three Rivers, Texas to cheok irs, Longoria's
story, Thinking that it would be wise to have his Secretary,
Gladys Blucher listen to the conversation, he told her to listen
on the other telsphone, being the same line,
Conversation on the telephone:
Dr. He Garoia asked: ™May I speak to lr, Rice plesse?"
Other Voige: "Kenedy spesking".
Dr, Garecia: "May I speak to the Manager, Please?"
Other Vocie: "This is he speaking.”
Dr, Garcia: "This is Dr, Careia from Corpus Christi, There is a
ledy here who came to see me, [ler name is Leatrice Longoria from
Three Rivers, Texas, OShe tells me that she went by to ask use of
your funeral home, Do you remember her?"
Mre TeWe Kenedy: "Yes, I recall, I explained everything to Beatrice
and we came to an agreement to use her house and she was very well
setisflied,"
Dr, Garcia: Oby yes Nr, Kenedy, but she hes changed her mind end
she does want to use your Funeral ilome,"

Mr, kenedy: "Op no, that can't be done=--thet just can't be done}"

[10f2]



2-=itatement, Couvinued,

Ur. Gercia: "But why, Mr. Kenedy?"

Mr, Kenedy: "¥ell, you see it's this way--this 1s & small town and
you know how it is, I'm sure you'll understand, I am the only
Funeral Home here, and 1 have to do what the whitle people want,

The white people Just don't like 1t."

Dr. Garcia: "Yes, MNr, Eenedy. But in this case this boy is a
Veteran, doesn't that make eny difference®

Mr, Kenedy: "That doesu't make any dirference. You know how the
Latin people get Adrunk and ley around all the timne. The last time
we let them use the chapel, they got &ll drunk &nd we Jjust can't
contrcl them--so the white people objJect to 1t, &nd we. Just can't let
them use it. I'm sure you'll understand, aud it's like I told
Beatrioce”., :

Dr, Carela: "Yes, I understand Mr, Fenedy. Thank youl"
SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBzD BEFORE ME by Gladys Blucher on this the 9th day of

February, A. D. 1949, to certify which witness my hand and seal of office.

ety o bt

HECTOR DE PENA
Notary Public, Nueces County, Texas

My commission ryniras line 1. 194? .

[2 of 2]
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THE CORPUS CHRISTI CALLER-TIMES
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS

Feb. 18, 1949

The following is a full end correct statement as
to my personsl knowlsdge of the Longéria incident.

/8 & reporter for the CallereTimes, 1 have
covered the sctivities of the American GI Forume
On the night of Jen, 10, Dre Heotor Garcia ocalled
me at my home, 'e siad Rice Funeral Home of Three Rivers
had refused chapel services for lellix Longoria, a
soldier killed in sction, snd said the Forum would
hold a protest meeting the following night,

I then called Mr, Kennedy, operator of the
funeral home, to verify the story., 3pecirically warning him
thaet he spoke for publication, I asked him if the
funeral home had refused chapel servioces for
longoria, He said that was true,

I then asked if that refusal was based on
Longoria's race. ""e never made & practive of
letting Mexioans use the chapel,"” Kennedy said,

"and we don't wamt to start now," He &dded that
"most of them" (Latins) did not want chapel services,

I then ssked i1f he had ever held & Latin
service in the chapel, and he said tuat he hed not,

John snderson, & Caller=-Times reporter who
shares my duplex, was present during most of these
phone conversationa, =nd heard my end of the talk.

I warned Kennedy st the time that he "had hold of
& hot potato", but he seemed to believe thati the
whole thing amounted tc very little,

The next day I c&lled ¥r, Kennedy again, and
he told me that he would "dlscourage” the chapel service
for Longoria, but would not refuse if the family
insisted, HHe did not them deny lhis statements of the
previous night, Later he did retreot his original
statements, and his denisls were duly noted in our paper,

I am making this statement, 8t the request
of Garcie, becesuse &n investigation h&as been ordered,
I was not acguainted with any of the Longorias prerious
to the incident, and have no personel 1ntsrnat92500pt
in ny own news stories, which were correct accpduts of
the incident as it developed,

Geerge Bpoh (S1g.)
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Pebruary 9, 19,9

THE STATE OF TEXAS, COUNTY OF NUECES
CORPUS CHRISIT, TEXAS

My name is Heotor P. Oarcia, MH.Ds I am a FPlywician Swgeon by prefession

practice madicine regularly in the city of Corpim Christi. Y am a citisen
of the U.8. and served as a Medical Officer dwring the Second World War, I
an president of the American 0. Y. Forum, Independent Veterans Organisation,
established in Corpus Cluigit with the object of mutual help forr Veterans and
veterans' faxilies in the State of Texas.

B

Longoria had been refused the of the "chapel" of the Rics Funeral Home &t
Three Rivers. S5he wanted to use the "“chapel® for the remains of her husband
Felix lLongoria who was beinjj brought bagk to "Tinee Rivers". Miss Moreno stated
that r. Xemnady the manager of the "Bice Funeral Jome" had informed her that
shh could not use the chapel because he was afraid that "the whites would
not like it.” I talked to Mrs. Longoria and she told me that it was true. She
stated that at that time she had been satiafied with the "suggestion" mads by
Mr. Ksnnedy to have the body at her home. However, now she would authorise
me to contact . Kexumedy and ask for the use of the “"chapel™ and if it were
denied then to help her arrange for the rebwrial to take place in Corpus
Christi, Tems. I egressed my rejpets to Mrs. Jongoria and promised to call
up the Rice Funeral Home immsediately.

I made a long distance call to Three Rivers and asked $o talk to the
owner of the Rice Funeral Home. The person that answered the phone said "I
an Mr. Kemnedy.® I stated that I wanthd to talk %o the owner and he
*He would take care of any business.”

[10f2]
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