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LABOR is proud to honor two Texans, Lyndon B. Johnson-the new senator i 
from Texas-and .Felix Long~ia, . an American with ·Mexican ancestors. \ 

·.Longoria died 11.ghting for his country in the Philippines. When his body \ 
was brought back to the ·United Staites, the only undertaker i~ his home i 

·town, Three Rivers, Texas, refused to accept it for burial. ­

."White people object to the .use of my funeral home by people of Mexican 
origin," the undertaker said. 

When Sen~tor Johnson 
1
heard of this, he expressed regret that "the 

prejudice of some individuals extends even beyond this life," and sent this 
message to a friend of Longoria's family: 

"I have made arrangements to have Felix Longoria reburied with full 
military honors in Arlington National Cemetery here a,t Washington, where 

•ctead of our nation's wars rest.' , · I 
"Or, i! his family pref~rs, he can be .reburie,d at Fort Sam Houston National 

Military Cemetery at San Antonio. There will be no cost." 1 
Longoria.'s widow wired Senator Johnson: "Humbly grateful for your / 

',:_~<Ml~~ tt;.-,~1.:-hoµr ()i, ,S~M~:AA<i~ ~umili&t~on-,-Gladly ·.·(W~pt~-yow ·Qfier1 
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<Preview ~iven on Inquirjr:: 

Into Soldier .Burial Fuss 


By WICK FOWLER vestigators) will show that · the crimination WM involved in the 
Austin .Bureau of The News commission should not be in exist- Three Rivers case: The Three • 

AUSTIN, Texas, Feb. 18.-A en_ce ~r. should be _expande~," Sm_ith Riyers undertaker and Gray denied · 
l:eated preview of the coming in- ~aid. Im awfully.glad. you.re tiomg this. · I 
vestigation of the Three Rivers it, althou.~h I thmk. it will harm Smith told z:ep_orters and Gray 

. . the . state. . that the commission's records will 
soldier burial fuss was dished up Gray wanted to know Suther- always be open for inspection. Then 
Friday. land's source for i·nclusion · in his he said to Gray: 

Rep. J. F. Gray of Three Rivers report on the Three Rivers i?ci- . "If you find any misrepresenta­
:author of a bill to abolish the Texa~ dent a st!ltemen~ that conv_ersati?ns ~i~~ by this commission I'll leave 
iGood Neighbor Commission and on a diplomatic level · mvolvmg it.
Ialso of a resolution to investigate labor·contracts had been stopped. G~ay sa~d he was not questioning
Icharges of discrimination in re- Sutherland said he was not at th.e i.ntegnty of anyone on the com­
!burial plans for a Latin-American liberty to divulge his source. miss10n. 
soldier, exchanged sharp remarks "Is there any authority in a de- At the · end of the fast-moving . 
with Commission Chairman R. E. mocracy that theS'e- things should press . conference the principals! 

1Smith of Houston ·at a press con- be kept secret?'' Gray challenged. shook hands. 
ference. · "I'm asking why you put it out." ~he House adopted Gray's reso­
! Gray said he believed conditions Gray cited a news report from lution for' the investigation into 
were worse since the commission Mexico City which he said denied tl'~e Three Rivers incident Thursday 
was established several years ago the labor conferences had been with a $1,000 appropriation for ex-ISmith said they were improved: broken off. . penses. Spea~er Durwood Manford 
Newsmen had a difficult time fol- ·Then the exchange lingered on has no~ named the five members 

,lowing the rapid-fire exchanges be- ~.he tech?ical question of whether o! th: mv~stiga~ing committee. 
1tween Gray and Smith and Gray stopped ' and ."broken off" have Fellx Longoria!. tl!e soldi~r . ijl­
and Thomas s. SuthQrland execu- the same meanmg. volved, was buried at Arlmgton
tive secretary of the body. ' _ . "I think we've got no right to Natio~a.l Cemetery Wednesday with
I "Great improvement has been c?mment on diplomatic conversa- full m1ll.tary honors, after attempts
made," Smith said. . · tlons," Smith interjected. He 'told by the good neighbor commission
I "That isn't reflected in the arm- Sutherland that this part of his. and T:hre~ Rivers officials to have 
1lo::.d . o.f letters I have received," report should not have. been given the reburial at the South Texas 
Gray retorted. to the newspapers. . .· town were voted down by the dead 
. "Findings (by the legislative in- Gray. added that in the face of man's·. wife. · · · .I ~sk for ~tamped Envelope. De- ~~R~f!fi,;~~~Y1!~~~~~~:!t.~ Mexiean U Savings Accounts Invited. Ins1:1red 
posit by Mail. It s Easy. Mercantile · Sutherland said he h d !' Mp to ~5,000 f?r Each Depositor.
National Bank. Member Fed al d . . . a con 1- . ercantlle National Bank. Mem-
I1Deposit Insurance Corp.-(Adver ilencheadmchha1srgseodurlcet for tkhethretpdo;t. ber F.ederal Deposit Insurance Cor­

. · , a;S wee a . is- pora~1?~·-(Adv.), 

. • .· 

: 
· 
, 

, 
: 
: 
, 

i 
i 
1 

, 
i
l 

~ 

II 



[1 of 7, Front]
­



[1 of 7, Back]
­



[2 of 7]
 



- ft 

Dodo r Accuses Funeral Home Head 
In Longoria Burial Controversy 
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Funeral Home Head 
Accused in Longoria Cose 
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Dr~ Garcia~-, ~)~ 

~ 

A HEARING into the rebC~rial of Fe l i ~ Longoria,~ ~· "fhree Rivers Lotin-A~~~r·i ;c~n.· truck 
1 

driver who lost his life on Luzon, is under way at Three Rivers by a co~mittee of the 
Texas House of Representatives. lr:i photo above, young Longoria 's father, Guadalupe 
Longoria, Sr., (left) is quest ioned . by'"-Atty. Gus Garcia of San · Antonio about statement 1 

Garcia prepared for him. Longoria hi.l'd t roub le remembering sig_ning it and where . it _was 
prepared. Left to right, are: Longoria, Garcia, Three Rivers Atty. Harr1 Schu lz and M. A. 
Chi Ide rs of San Antonio, counsel for T. W. Ke nnedy, Jr., owner of fu neral home in Three 
R i vers .-~vening Ne~s Photo. . . . . · 

.y ------------------------ ·---- -
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Forum Head Test if ;·es 
in Longoria Case Quiz 

Letter Purportedly Written by Latin 
.. Vet's Widow Expresses Gratitude to. 
Three Rivers Funeral Home ·] 

BY ASSOCIATED PRESS The Corpus Christi physician 1 

, THREE RIVERS, March and surgeon, under questioning I 

1

11.-Dr. Hector P. Garcia , · ~rom ~e~.1bers of th: five·mail .... 

1 
Corpus Christi physi~ian, mvest1gatmg committee, de•" 
told a legislative committee clared that ' the Longoria cas~J 
here Friday tha~ - a TP,ree was brought to his attention by 1 
Rivers funeral home "abso- Mrs. Sara Moreno, sister of the:, 

,, . widow;Mrs: Beatrice Longoria. \ 1 

lutely refused . the use of its The physician testified that 
chapel . for reburial services . af~er. he . . had. ta~ked \vi th · the \ 
for a Latin-American soldier. widow _and.her si~t.er;. h~'" .. c.alled .. /' 

a meetmg m Corpi.1s '.""Chr1st'.i, to 
Garcia said he talked by tele· protest against ·.•. ~ · · ·.: ., 

phone on Jan. 10 with T. W. "disc rimifla~ · ·· · ' 
Kennedy, manager of the Rice tion against a 
funeral home here and that "Mr. Latin • Ameri-

1 

Kennedy abs.olutely refused to can soldier." 
conduct . the funeral in the fu· c 0 rnmit(ee 

! nera! home.'" ; · · · m e m b e r s 
SPEC;AL TO EVENING NEWS ! asked if he 

'l'HREE RIVERS. March 11. had contacted yl 
South Texas' far-famed "Felix Ta.

1
n
11

'!eeo nRei·veirns 
1:~ 

Longoria incident," which gained " 
national notoriety when the fam· prior to calling ·· 1 

lly of Longoria, a battle casualty, the protest · · i 
failed to find burial in his home meeting, , and Kennedy j 
town here, was still being probed Garcia testified that he had~ sen~ 
Friday by a special House com· a letter to J. IC Montgomery~ ~1 
mittee. . Three Rivers mayor, and that ·! 

The '· investigation continued by telep!10ne' he had talked witlj: ~ 
with Dr. Hector Garcia of Cor- Tom Kennedy, Jr., owne: of th~ 1 
pus Christi, president of the Rice Funeral Home, which was · 
American · G.I. Forum, who to handle burial arrangements. ' 
launched the protest, · being Garcia told the committee that 
called as a witness. the dead man's widow had told · 

Garcia protested to represent· him that the family had beerj " 
atives of the Texas Good Neigh- refused t~se of t!1e fu~eral homn 
bar Commission, t11at a Three chapel, and that she was dissat· l 
Rivers.funeral home had refused isfied with arrangements for the·~i 
to handle the reburial of the war funeral. .'. 1 
victim, who fell in battle in the Previously, a letter purported-<] 
Philippines. ly from Mrs. Longoria, had been , 

As a result of the ensuing con- introduced into evidence, in-1 
troversy, . Longoria, a former which she expressed her grati- "~ 

. . · . tude to the funeral home. l 
truck '1r1ver, was buried at Ar- At th·~ · t D i G · d ··.1 r N i:s porn, r. arcia e· , 
mgtm I .r ational Cemetey. , clared that he wished to state j 

· 
1 "for .the record," that he and his . 

organization had asked "specifi- I 
cally f?,1' the use of the funera_l :· 
chapel. · · 1 

Kennedy, Garcia testified, told 1 
him that he had refused use of : 
the chap~l because 'the last time · 
Latin-Americans used it, they 
got drunk and tore things ull.' 

(Turn to Page 8, Column ;}) 
· LONGORIA 
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, . ., , (Conti~ue!1 fr'lm Page l) 
.. ~~.:--~ ~ .~~~~~-t· ·.~:·.-- ;,/}:l ,. ;;-__ ... -. -· .• ~ .. ~· ·. .... .. ·} 

- . ':~ ·!> " , • :r~~Qommi~~~ ··niembers ··asked: 
· ::~.'~Did he"i.(1{ennec;ly,) :refuse the 

l ,'use "of' ,~actlltfes Qf ~ the funeral I 
home, ' or just.the chapel?." i 

. ~- "A-'.'Hi.re£u$ed to conduct the ' 
funera:Hn ' the funeral home." 
! D.r.~~· GafCia, «i~scribed for ·the 
record 'as "quite a requester" is 
onei:'of .seve'ral ' witnesses who 
will _.be ~~heard., He is also prob-
ab1y--'the major one. Garcia in­
stigC'.ted an investigation by 

,

1

. Thomas Sutherland, executive 
secretary . of the Texas Good 
N'eighbor Commission. 

' · Sutherland; : himself, may be 
. recalled · to ·the ·witne.ss stand 
Friday. He appeared Thursday· 
afternoon when 1. the committee 
members .inf erred that a single 
telephone call to Three Rivers 
might not have been an ade­
quate investigation of . what 
Sutherland described as a "se­
rious" matter. Sutherland has 
been instructed by Chairman 
Cecil Storey .of the committee to 
give ·the; investigation the num­
ber' of . such · investigations he 

THOMAS SUTHERLAND, 'executive secretary of the Good h~s mad~ that. h~ve originated 
. · · · . . · . h ·F 1. L • with. Dr. Garcia. He· guessed 

Neighbor Comm1ss1on, is shown .testifying in t e . e ix on - Thursday ~ that. it.' was "four or 

g.~ria reburial. case. a~ .Th~~e ~ivers. Suther!an~ was ques· :~~:;~,~~~~~~;~7,fe_,has h~n~I;~ 
t1one~ regardt".9 ,his ·.in.vest.1.gat1?n· of t~e ,~andl, 1,.ng of .. serv· :±,' The~· widow :'_of Longoria was 
ice~ in Thre~ Rivers. Long.aria ·, was reburied in · Arlington ~ls? . ~xve~t~~( ~? take the stand 

N~f'i;an·~r .. c~.~~,t~;,y:. , >e.veni~g· 'Ne.ws';. ~hot~·>"' : :~;. . p;,:•;,. ~: ~·~.··.~r~~l~~a/>rh~.r~day · · testifi~ct 
· ., .. · · ·, · - ·. .· · · · \ that 'he ~-'. discouragetj. · use ·of his · ;· .. .. L · : ·"" ·• chapel for . the pre-funeral\ "sit-

' <-.~ : .: ' .. , .·.:, ". ongona ;tingAr1tPJ;~~f~~!.owary . · her~/: He 
. • ··, .. ,'Ai:.. _ ... . •.• ..: ,~ rsa!<t: !f e i~~~r~~; !I'oµble because 

of ;.friction ~'ainong ,,.the . members 
- of..:;Tuoniorla;'.~,faJI:li~y,' " Storey{ re­
fu~ed 1.to :.ier'.: ·,~hiin: :;'say::. what·- na· 

I ture'J!fhe~~~~s~ttau§i'.,~~situa tio'ii' ex­
isting ·'., .amorig/ thes:ra~u1< · be­
caiis'e '. he ·\wanted .... '..rio ·: ·reflection 
on ·them· if . it' · could. be ·. avoided. 
Suth·e~la~d testified that he 

called Kennelly about the burial 
~ arrangements : and advised Ken­
i hedy,, tq.Aet.:: the ,.family . use the 

,I bu. ~~~ra~.;~':t~~··;~~r·t~~dt~!i~~ 
wanted it. " 

' -::·_Rep:: James w~wir;cth~~n o.f 
Livingston asked Sutherland ~f 
the Longoria investigation was 
typical ·:· pf his inyestigations. 
Sutherland . replied: "I consider 
Mr. Kennedy the best witness." 

Windham: "Is it customary for 
the commission to go to the 
scene o~ a complaint or to . use \ 
the telephone?~' . · 

Sut.herland: "I use the ' best I 
methpd." · . 

Windham: "In how many 

I 
cases .do you go to the scene." I 

Sutherland: "I haven't both­
ered to analyze . it from that 
point of view. I can find out." 

Rep. Tom Cheatham of Cuero 
asked Sutherland if Mrs. Lon­
goria or anyone else beside Dr. 
Garcia ever asked him to inves­
tigate. Sutherland said no one 
else had asked. 

. Cheatham then orought out 
'that Dr. Garcia h?d r~quested 
·."four or five" investigations and 
. observed· "Doesn't that make Dr. , 
Garcia qtii.W a requester?" 

Sutherland :. appealed i to the 
chak« that it was a le~ding ques­
tion. Storey thought not and 

··Sutherland ·admitted that Dr. ~ 
Garcia had requested several in- J 
vestigations. 1 

"Then, may I be permitted· to- 1 
observe that you have answered . 

I my question evasively?" Cheat 1 
ham said. . 

>Rep:'..,:Byron .Tinsley then . re· 
quested · Sutherland ·· to · consult 
liis . files ·and :':report . how many 
such requests ·have cohle from 
Dr. Garcia. . 

I · Rep. Frank Oltorf raised the 
! questton of :whether the inves­
tigation '\Vas· getting , in to " the 
G o o d Neighbor Commission. 
Storey ruled that the .committee 
wants· to know to what extent 
the ~ eommissicm ·· went into·· this 
incid.ent. · 

O th~ r witnesses "Thursday 
were ;i;.Q;tiC!9-a_ll}pe : Longoria Sr., 
father J:,of ,,· Felix. . He · admitted 
signing a · statement, but later 
said he · didn't. know what was j 
in · the . :P@er .. "He .said he .. had : 
never. ·, asked that / the boy be ti 
buried "in Three Rivers. It was 
brought .:out ,that .the document fl 
was '.'pfep'~red in"': his honl'e by' t: 
attorney, Gus Garcia of San · ~ 
Antonio: .·:..· +~·::·"j. {. :· · _ · · ~ 

,:, Mb.·_ritgOm··· e·ry.·. · .:;_i~s. ti .. f. ied .} ·h.· at h. e ~ 
~;n.terv.i~~~q : .. ~K;e~~~dy:~: ; a.11~t the. t 
AmeriC;ui" ~:LegioJi'. :«~omfuarider; 
Harold '«C·'·" smiili;:c:,~n<t ·re}:foi'tecr :t 
to Dr-. .·/Garcia ·· .:thaf :thera~ ~liact · . 
been ·;sorrie .. mistaktP .. that/ ·~tl~' ctl 
full ·facilities · -·oi . the funer<fl P: 
home '"-'hacf'. been ... offered Mrs. cq 
Longoria;·'.:/tha t . : the·· American A\ 
Legioh'.r;foi'a ·.·planned to , ~accord a11 
the.is9l~i~'.r . 'fu!.L<military . hon~ 
ors ~-.at.Hhe ·- s·ervice, v and-::· that ·. \ 
the m·ayor's home wa's ·open .for 
their ,,l:rn'e if· it was· needed.· · 
·. H_~ .said ,,.he nev~r got a rep1,y .. 1 

A letter purportedly signed .bY« I 
the .elder . Longoria·, and admit· 
ted ·to evidence . with a check of 
signa.tures due, said Mrs. Lon­
goria ·had· full permission from 
him to arrange the funeral. The 
letter ·said ·"we don't blame the 
white '.people of this town . . . 
please excuse us for what you 
have read on the newspapers." 
· Summoned { o r appearance 

Friday were Garcia, Mrs. Lon­
goria, R. H. Farley of Bexar 
county Central Council of the 
American Legion, Raul Cortez 
of San Antonio; Bob McCracken, 
Bob Jackson and George Groh , 

I 
the latter Corpus Christi news­
men. ,. . . 
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THI AUST1N AMDICAN, AUSTIN; TQ.lS 

1Schoolst ,pay 
Hike Measure 
Almost Ready 
I

'Fl<• Jl'tttlf• • ....,.;..... c..tlel ' "'" 
The f'llH!q:'.e11fy p.y ·ralM i,111 t.or 

I 
h l•htt edmtollun lrisUtulii;nu llkel.Y 
wlll be c:ompl.?ted by • Ser111lt ! In · 
ence subcommltte.: this week and 
readied for &!nate u·t1on next 
week. Senator H. I... PmHer .aid 
wedne.cJar 

I The colle&e al\d unive rsity PllY• 
rolls wen not atrecu1d by otbu PllY 
~IM" bills •PJU'C!Ved hb. l8. An 
estilftllted $800.000 w l II be provld­
<'d to ct~·e tl'ttsn Ille - lnaeuu 
Cor the remalnutg six month• ot 
the blennUWI u pan\ed o°'"" .i.ate 
WMkeJ'll. 

1'fany fac1iltl' tnPmii.t's have nt­
celVed SUPSJlemflltaJ pay UMtr au­
thqrtty civen \be board.t 91 re1cn1.a 
to adjust salaries of k.91 peaonnd. 
h WU fll1Ululted IUdl ln<:l'UM* 
have avcniect 9,2 per cent tor the 
OaJve:rslt,. of Tau payroll u a 
whole, a.ad 1bout S per cent lor 
sevenl colle&es. Some of the ~­
lqa h•ve lDllde •lo ~ 

Estimates are \bat II\ add1UonaJ 
tll'f.000 will bo l)llld On1verllqo 
ot Tuai faculty memben and non­
faculty employes for the rat of 
the period until S.pt. 1. when new 
blttanlel apt!roprlationa wUJ ,_..,,,,
sala17 lncreucs •acroa the ooard.­

ll WU ex~ted lhl &lDAIO bill 
C:Jr cOUelrts w'ill llfllpoM \b11 ""'° 
t:> e>0-r ~Ill .l.ntftUe on ibe 111'11\ 
s:l.000 of A la:ry u srnantod all 1;11 her 
JtaLe woclten. An)' tner<>IU • th ..1 
h l4VI! bton C{Vtn Ul11VO!'ai~ \lnrl 
collea• pcm1onne1 • lnlle Se111. t. 
Urn. wi ll be ral.:tn into account. 
•n U11I bcoeMs ht lhtl pcnding blU 
cun11111 ~cd lA Mr ceni.· ' l'be 
opt louai aupplei:a1tnu hoe bff11 
tnudt c11letty t4 1.1oou.br11:.u1 1al ­
•tY clauUJnuon.s. 

1'1'uM.v, Merch to, tMf _ 

http:1.1oou.br11:.u1


THE AMARILLO GLOBE. Al'VIARILLO, TEXAS 

on the subject. In almost the 
same breath he said he felt soTALKS TWO DAYS AND VOWS strongly on the subject that heI could talk indefinitely. 

j Fortunately for. his own I8:1·n~x ;; 
: By FREDERICK c. OTHMAN Ipot. 1and the ears of h1s ~eers, he d1dn t. ;I 
: WASHINGTON-Last week our Take rent contr~l. . More of my IWhen last I looked m on the gen- ;j 
isenators didn't do a blessed thing 

1 

,' correspondents claun it's bad than luemen, Sen. Arthur V. Watkins, a I 
:but talk. This week they have ?thenyise, but the fact rem_ains that iwhite-haired Repl1blican from Utah, ! 
Ivoted to do some more of the same. . 1t expires the end of the this month. 1was sounding off on an entirely di!- i 
1 Looks to me like we 'l~ have to put ! Unless the Sena.te : .uts out the ;ferent subject. And those south- 1 

Ithe gentlemen on a piece-work pay argument about its nght to tal~. ' erners were egging him on. 1 

HE ISN'T FILIBUSTERING 

1 

, scale. :nea_rl~ 5,000 rent ~ontrollers lose I Senator Watkins said it was a , 
I Then maybe they'll pass some i their Jobs and the p~·ice 0~ an apart- Idoggone funny thing that newspaper 
laws. . lment .across the nation will be up to jreporters could find out what was 

f Old h d th . I . I' i negotiations between landlord and in the Atlantic treaty but senators
\ er ea s an mme c aim m I 	 ' .JI all wrong. They say that the best tenant. _, , Icouldn't. Wheneve! it looked like 


i government is the least govern- Maybe thats good. I wouldn t Ihe was about to sit down, one or 

t Iment and so long as the Senate j know, but the fact remains that 1another of the filib~sterers w~uld 

: is tied up in its filibuster it is dam- , Mr. Truman has asked his law- jump ~P and ask h~ 8: . q~etsion.

' j aging nothing but its own blood givers to extend control over rents 

1 
The idea ~as that it d1dn t mat­

. . pressure and as such is worth what- for another two years. 1 ter what their cohorts talked about, 

·!ever it costs. I The trouble seems to be. for one Iso Ior:g as ~he_Y. reached no vote o;i 

: This strikes me as the negative Ithing, that Mr. Truman has hurt ,shuttmg of_... f1llbusters. And th.at s 

Iapproach. It makes me groan when the feeling of his more sensitive leg- Ithe way it is, taxpayers. Piec: 

iI sit in the press galley and figure isaltors. Take Sen. Russell. He told iwork, seems to be the only answer , 

:that as a taxpayer I'm paying each 

1 

;his cohorts that he wouldn't !eel / pay em for laws . passed and dock 

!one of the 96 lawgivers at the rate Iright about acepting his wages as a 'em, maybe, for t1:111e out for talk. 


1. of $15 ,000 per year for doing noth- 1· us senator, if he had to take orders I (Copyright. 1949. umtect Features. Syn.) 
ing but yamme_!'.. , from the White House. !WANTED, HIND QUARTER . 

The trouble IS, it~ hard to place Then there was. Sen. Spessard I Britain's vaudeville trade paper, i: 
, the blame. President Truman L. Holland of Florida, wh_o talked IThe Stage, carried this ad: "Urgent, Ii 
1 says the boys h~ve got to pass a for two days about the filibus.ter, Wanted, male dancer with sense of '1 

law against their own talk-talk- but said he was not fUlbustermg. humor to play hind-quarters of j 
1 	 talk, so they can get a vote on If he were, he added, he would jcomedy horse for No. 1 pantomine, Ii 

his civil rights legislation. The quote a few more newspaper pieces 10 or 12 weeks run." I 
Southerners, who are equaJly as 
sincere, say they'll talk until they 

1 keel over before they'll stuff gags 
in their own mouths. 
Some of the Republicans side with t 


: Mr. T. while some stand up for Sen. ' 

:Richard B. Russell of Georgia and 1 


:Co. The latter are doing the tal~-
ing; t hey are prepared to keep it 

up indefinitely and, if they do, some 


)~~ings about our' nation can go to 
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Inquiry On I 
I 

'Local Newsmen To Testify II 

Tomorrow; 35 To Be Called !\ 
BY JOHNNIE BROWN '. [I, 

. Times Staff Writer 

THREE RIVERS-A five-man committee from the Texas 
House of Representatives this morning opened an investiga- \ 
tion of the ,nationwide notoriety the town of Three Rivers 

I
recently received· regarding the reburial of Felix Longoria, I, 

Three Rivers war veteran. 
. T. .W. Kennedy, manager of Rice Funeral Home, was the 

first witness called. The committee was called to order at 
9:30 o'clock. 

Rep. Cecil Storey, of Longview, chairman of the com­ , 
mittee, indicated that approximately 35 witnesses may be : 
called in the inv€stigation, which -will contlnue at least 
through Friday. -­

· · _...,.:,,.,~- -- , Among; ~, witne.$ses to be ~aned 1 

: :g;~~ll be all me-onbers ()f the t.o~oria I 
family, .l:>£" • .dector Garcia, <..orpus 
Christi; M. Rice, former owner oft;_j:fce Funeral Home; Mayor J.,, K.

l ~ontgomery, mayor-.o-f: :Three -R~y-
1 ers,(_y. M. Ramsey,_president ~f 
\ the T~ree Rivers Chamber of Com~ 
Imerce; Li:re Oak County Sheriff 
: Albert Smith; R. H. Farley, sec­
! retary of the Bexar County Cen­
! tra l ~ouncil of the American Le~-
1 ion, San Antonio; Thomas S. Suth­
1 erland, executive secretary of the 
. Good Neighbor Commission, ft.us­
tin; Robert _M. Jackson, editor, Bob 
McCracken, managing editor, and . 
George Groh, reporter, of the Cor- 1 
pus Christi Caller-Times. 

All members of the committee 
were present when the inv estiga­
tion started. Committeemen beside 
Storey are Rep. Tom Cheatham of 
Cuero, Rep. James Windham of 
Livingston. Rep. Frank Oltorf of 
Marlin and Rep. Byron Tinsley of : 
Greenville. I 

Jackson, M cCracken, Groh a-;d l 
Dr. Garcia were to be called be- ~ 
fore the committee at 9 :30 o'clock \I\ 

Friday morning. Sutherland is 11 

scheduled to be present ·a.t 2 o'clock ;\ 
, Friday afternoon. i\ 

The investigation is being held \\ 
! in Rotary Hall. About 25 people \i 
i were present as the inquiry open- \ 
: ea _ 1i 
; The committee invoked the rule 
\ providing that witnesses not testify­
! ing must r emain outside the build­
, ing . 

Sutherland walked into the 
building a few -minutes after the 
investigation started. 

M. -A . Childers of San Antonio 
is legal counsel for Kennedy. 

E. E. Shirar has been appointed 
lnterprete r . 



.// 
\Protest Meetings Planned 1--· . -· ·-· -- ·­
I Fune·ral Hom.e Re'fuses Chapel for 

, Riles of Latin-American War Dead

I ~ 

l CORPUS CHRISTI. J~l UP). T. \V. Kennedy, manag~r of the ~can war veterans. the American 
Mfuneral home at Three Rivers, iRice Runcral Home. told a Corpus i,GI Forum, has called a protest 
has refused to allow the body of jChristi Caller-Times repor_ter !!meet~ng her~ Tuesday. Dr. Hector 
a Latin-American)soldi.er killed in !Monday by te!ep!10ne that •·we ~Garcia. president of the forum, 

Iaction to enter d1e home because j ust never make a practice of let- ij said another meeting will b.e 
j "the whites won't like it." . Iting them .<Latin .Amer~can,s ) usel' sc.he(~uled .later tl~s ;:i.re~k at Thre: 

The soldier is Felix Longoria, the chapel. and we don t \\,ant to R1ve1s. Mis: Lon.,,oria 15 to speak
1' !killed in t.he Philippines in 1945_1start now. Most ?f t~~em don~.t at the meetmg here. . . 
~'he body is en rottte home. !the chapel se._:~ic~ I Mrs. Longoria said funeral home 

not 
be­

· · ,: !\Il=s:-B'e~ice ~ongoria. widow I' officials told her they would 
!of the soldier, said s.h~ has t~le- allow .the body to rest there 
1graphed the autho.:-1ties tellmg cause "the whites won't like it." 
lthem the situation and asking that -----­
1they hold the body until .she can I
make other arrangements. She 
said she will brin~ the body to 
Corpus Christi if the Three Rivers 
Funeral Home continues .to refuse 
to allow the body there. · . 

An organ~a~_ion ~l/ 

http:Latin-American)soldi.er


ln~t;yOpens 
lnLo~gQria 
Burial Case 

AUSTIN, March 9. Im - A five­
man investigating committee left 
ht'!re today· for Three Rivers de~ 
termined to . find out who's right 
and who's wrong in the fuss over 
a Latin American soldier's rebur­
ial. ·\ ..,ii.\ , 

Rep. Cecil Store~;-.· 9t Longview.,
head of the House,, c : ittee, -said 
he did . not expe(!t:.., tfi ~':'~probe to 
be a "long drawn:.!!' ; put'"~. affair". 

"All I want to. find ·out is what 
are the facts and who'.s t~~ng
the truth," he said. ., 

The formal investigation opens 
tomorrow in Three Rivers on the 
reburial of Felix Longoria, who 
was killed on Luzon during the 
war. The soldier's body was re· 
turned to the United States at the 
request of his wife "and relatives. 

Public attention was · attracted 
to the town when it was reported J 

! the director of · a Three Rivers 
funeral home ''discouraged" the 
use of his chapel for the reburial 
rites. 

Longoria was reburied Feb. 18 in 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

The investigation was asked· by 
Ren. J. F. Gray of Three Rivers, 

, author of a bill to do away with 
: the Texas Good Neighbor Com­
! mission. He contended the agency 
t made untruthf. ul reports on the 
reburial. 

R. E. Smith of Houston, chair-I 
man of the commission, denied 
this. .. 

The investigating committee 
must report back to the House by 
March 15. / ,' 

\T"'11 --- iu· 



Felix LonQoi'ia To Be 

Buried at 

'-

San 'Antc,nio 
CCCaller 1/19/49

Felix Longoria will be buried 
at San Antonio, after a special 
service has been held in . Arling­
ton National Cemetery in Wash­
ington, D. C., his widow, Beatrice, 
said this morning. 

Longoria , who · was killed in 
World War II, became the center 
of a national incident after Rice 
Funeral Home in Three Rivers 
first refused and then i'discour­
aged" on racial grounds, a chapel 
service for the veteran. 

His family met late last night 
in Three Rivers and yielded to 
Texas pressure after the interven­
lion ot R. E. Smith, Houston, 
chairman ot the Good Neighbor 
Commission. Smith urged tha:t the 
burial be " in Three Rivers, or at 
least in Texas" to clear the state's 
reputation in the incident. 
Three -Rivers Rejected 

The family unanimously reje~ 
ed any service in Three Rivers . 
Guadalupe Longoria, Sr., father of 
the veteran, said the San Antonio 
decision was taken to show that 
the family "bore no grudge." He 
also denied, however, an earlier 
statement by Mayor J. · K. Mont­
gomery of . Three Rivers · that he 
favored a hometown ceremony. At 
no time, said Longoria, did he · 
make that statement. 

had previously been accepted by 
the veteran's widow, who joined ill 
the family decision last night. 
Smith's offer, which was accepted 
on that basis, stipulated that "if 
·members of the family go to Wash­
ington, we will arrange for all 
military honors on a national lev­
el" at the capitol. 
En Route to Washington 

Longoria.'s body is now en route 
to Washington, according to his 
widow. Members of the family 
who said they planned the Wash­
ington trip include the widow; his 
daughter, Adelita; his mother, 
Dolores; three brothers, A,rturo, 
Alberto and Guadalupe, Jr.; a sis· , 
ter, Carolina Longoria. The bur- · 
ial at San Antonio will be in the 
state memorial cemetery there, , 
but other details were not com· i 
pleted this morning. / 

Dr. Hector Garcia, head of the 
American .GI Forum, said he has 
raised $1,200 from individuals and 
South Texas Latin American or-· 
ganizations to pay for the Wash· 
ington trip. Three Rivers has also 
pledged to pay expenses 'of one 
member of the family. They plan 
to make the trip by plane, leav­
ing Corpus Christi in a group. 

The meeting last night was ar· 
ranged by Garcia, at tne reques_t 

Offer of the Arlington ceremon:x {;f Smith. ....~ -~ 



Live Oak~ounry Report 
by ·Della Goebel 

!fh1 ee Rive rs News 1/20/49
Three Rivers lays claim to being a 

toWri where there is harmony among 
lts citizens. 

There has never been f. trife here 
among residents of different race ori­
gins. We resent and deplore the 

i unfavorable publicity ·which has gone 
I b d . .Ia roa concernmg our town. Action 

1 following the recent Felix Longoria 
incident was occasioned mainly to ser­
ve selfish interests of persons whoI	either wished to pay political debts or 
who wished to stabilize their posiL 
tion in public opinion. We doubt that 
such a project ever does react fa­
vorably to the instigator. 

Anyone who knows this community 
knows that its spirit is one of "'co­
OP;ratiqp 1 



"DISCRIMiNXfION" 
CHARGED J\Y ~OUP 

fe9us~f:/5flie.Jtti~~i~ral Home 
to open its chapel fot services for 
a Latin-American youth, who was 
killed in World War II, and whose 
body was brought back across thou­
sands-· of,: mile&· of. ()(felHJ:, · ca.used_,&; 
flurry of excitement, · protests imd 
comments, pro and - ~on, 'in Corpus 
Christi last week. 

T11e management of the .establish­
ment maintained that· they had a 
private institution, with the right 
to serve the comunity with the 
same privileges as any other busi­
ness. On the other ,hand, the Latin· 
American colony "went to . bat" on 1 

the basis that the company was I 
engaged in a type of racial discrim- 1 
ination. · · - · 

The soldier involved ;was ~elix 
Longoria of Three Rivers. He was . 1 

killed in the Philippines. 
Commenting on the situation, T. · 

M. Kennedy, manager ·Of -the home, 
admitted refusing the use of the 
chapel for the service. "We never 
did let them use it and don't want · 
to start a precedent," he .declared. 

Various organizations, protesting 
the action, pointed out that It was 
contrary to the "principles for which 
Longoria gave his life/' 

··On the other side of the· "tem­
pest" were statements from""'persons 
who asserted that ''Democracy is 
founded upo'n a principl- Of private 
e,!lterprise, and that efforts to dic-

I tate the policies of privately-owned 
I firms, savored of dictatorship." 



Representafives 

Vote'lrlquiry in 

Lq00iqr!~J1~~e 


BULLETIN 
AUSTIN. Feb. 17 UPI - The 

House of Representatives to~ 
day ordered a legislative inves· 
tigation of the contr_overy ov~r 
the reburial . of Felix Longoria 
and voted $1,000 to finance the 
inquiry. 

AUSTIN, Feb. 17. IJPl-Rep. J. F. 
Gray of Three Rivers tod~y askerl 
a House investigation of the con· 
troversy over the reburial of Fe· 
lix Longoria. 
Question of E xpenses · 

Gray's resolution was referred 
to the House Committee on State 
Affairs but half an hour later1 

Gray secured house permission to 
bring the matter up for immed· 
iate consideration on the floor. 

Reps Abrah~m Kazen, Jr., . oC 
Laredo and John Crosthwait of . 
Dallas told Gray his resolution : 
would not accomplish its objective 
because it contained no provision 
for money with ·which to make 
the invest,igation. 

"If you are going to get any~ i 
; Jhing more than a whitewash 
; committe"'1,; 

1 Y0u , had · better get
i enough m<m.~y to make the thor· 
' ough kind · Of investigation you 
: want," Kazen advise-a. 
' The Hom'ie then sent the resolu· 
tion to the contingent expenses 
committee to determine how much 
money should be allowed. 

Rep. Johnny B. Rogers of Aus. 
tin suggested that the Good Neigh· 
bor Commission had been set up 
by the state to handle just such 
cases as this. 

Gray quickly attacked the Good · 
Neighbor Commission, saying he 
ha d evidence the a gency already 
has made untruthful reports about 
the Longoria incident. 

"We feel-we know-we lllave 
evidence that reports recently 
made by the Good Neighbor Com· 
mission are not truthful-and not 
only on that incident." 

Gray said an investigation wa.s 
needed . to clear up "conflicting 
reports that ,....have been circulated 
and continue to circulate, some 
such reports alleging that discrim· 
ination had been shown in the 
handling of his funeral arrange.. 
ments." 

He asked a five-man group from 
the House to investigate and r~· 
port back before March 1. 

Gray's resolution said that the 
inquiry "is nm~ absolutely neces•.. 
sary 'for the continuation ot good 

. relations among the peoples ot ' 
South Texas and to our interna.. ' 
tional relations." i 

He added that ''without the pub-·! 
lie knowing the facts, injustice is 
being done to the people involved 
in this controversy making it 1 

doubly necessary that the truth be 
found.'' 

Gray told the House he had re­
ceived a report today that . the 
commission had erroneously re· 
ported the breaking off of labor 
contract negotiations between the 
United States and Mexico as a 
result of the Longoria incident. 

"Alfonso Guerra, a Mexican tor· 
eign ministry official, . has official· 
ly denied tha~ , report," declared 
Gray. The South Texas representa. 
tive has introduced a bill to abolisn 
the Good ~ighbor Commission. 
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PRIJ-'ATE LO.VGORIA." E4tUIL l ' 
A family ot t.atin·Amerlcatt ddcP.nt trom Tiuft Rivers. Te.-<u. stand! b)" the 
c;,,.-ckrt in a drialing rain at ArUns;ton N'atlonat Cemetery at tut rites \Vedne~fay 
tor l>\.'t. Ft>llx Z. Lon;otia. ~ft to ri.;ht,att, ?.~. Lupe Lonr.na.. mothPr; ~ 
Sotral\ ~torino. 11st~~tn·law·: Mis6 CaroliM Longoria, istc-r; Cp • t Wali, at en~ 
lh Caiilily; Mn. F"ellx Ll>ru:oria. the Wile. anfi in front. LOn;oria's daug;hler, ~}'e.ar­
old Arlt'Jita. (. ociaterl Prt':SS Wlrepboto.) 
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SERVICES BRIEF AND MOVING 

A~lington Cemetery Rites 
Held for Private Longoria 

By DAVID BOTTER ' crimination"-even in. death- , and friends in Three Rivers and 
Wash ington Bureau of The News against Pvt. Felix: Longoria was Corpus Christi. 

ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEM- still a subject of dispute as the last The women we pt quietly at the 
ETERY, Va. , Feb. 16.-They bur ied sweet n?tes of "Taps" echoed over i grave as Mrs. Beulah Walton, a fo r- . 
little Felix Longoria Wednesday on t11e. ro ll mg kr101l s a nd around the mer San Ant onio residen t , held an 
a quiet Arlington hillside w hile ctip- 1 "~· hite ma~bl e tablets that ma rk. the umbrella ove r Mrs. Longoria's 

1 

lomats of t1.vo na.t ions stood in hare-

1

1 fin al . re . . stm g places of Amer .. 1cas' bared head .. Little A. ri.elita \Vas cu - i 
head•9d tribute to a simple Texas war. dead. . . rious. understa nding bu t l it tle , even ' 
boy t hey n ever knew. His fur -coa ted '>v1dow; Beat rice . as her m ot her laid a pictur e on the I 

T he P residen t of the U nited I said. the re h ~d been-tha~ sh: was grave of the mustached boy who 
.S lat.es sent his military aide-a ?cnied t he 11se n f a f~ne ral c~ apel _had been her father. 
b.lunt-spoken man who said he was ll u:i th~ h.ome _.io wn of fhree R ivers It was a mass burial for nineteen 
there because of "the stupidity of for h:s rebur ial-because he was a war dead. But . t he di 1)Jom t ct ,, "Mexican " . . . · a s an 
that undertaker. Th d t k T W K d American officials were there spe-

And the . Mexican ambassador J e _udn tehr .a erh, d. · b • enne . ? cifi.cally for the T exas boy. . r ., sa1 ere i a een a mis- . . 
sen~ flowers for a~ ~mencan Army under standing, no di scrimination. Ju,sto _Siei:ra, fir.st sec~eta ry . of 
P.n\ate

1
,whose burial had become a But in the resul tant dispute and t~e Mexican Em?assy arnved _with 

cause. • » · .. -,.· -. .. '•"' '· .. ~: • cont imtion, with L<;1,,tin~.,t\mer}can his . governme_nt" .,floral . tribute 
IC was more a ttention than the groups in South Texas takitii, the boz:n~ br Me~i~an:'..~rmy and navy 

s l~ ort. and ~tacky fe llow £i;om Thrc ·~ issue as a basis fo r crusade, ar- offtcers. Nearoy st ood .. Pa-ul J. Rev- t 

Rivers, Live Oak Coun ty, could rangements were made to bury eley, / head . of the ~tate Depar t - s 
have reasonably expected. Felix Longoria in Ar lington. ment s Mexican affairs desk. · 

For Felix Z. Longoria had been The serv ices were im pressive, Gen. Harry H. Vaughan, Presi-
11 pretty r egular sort of_ a Latin- , brief, m il it arily moving. dent ~rumai:-'s ~lunt-spoken m ili -
Ameri can in a South T exas coun ty. F eli x: Lo ngor ia·s fa mil y w;:is here tary aide arrived ear ly. He tolrl. re­
He had married and had a cute lit- -his widow, their ch arming 8-year- por,~e rs he was t_here for the burial i 
tle daughter when he was drafted old daughter, Adelita; h is mother, of . that Longoria boy from Texas 
a.t. twenty-five. . He shipped out Mrs. Guadalupe Longoria Sr.; his ~~ich got all that unfavorable pub­
with the 27th Div.isioi't and in June, brothers. Lupe, Alfredo and Al- hcity because of the stupidity of 
1945, Japanese small a rms fire berto; h is sister, Carolina ; a sister- that undertaker." 
killed him on wooded Luzon. in-law-sent by air liner w ith funds Sen. Lyndon B. Johnson, who ar-

Wh,ethe r t here had been "dis- raised by Latin-American groups See LONGORIA, ~:!ge -~9,_fol. 2/ 

- -~............ I 
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@ht o!orpn~ ilrhrh~ti 
a3 second class matter at tt1e oo~t office at 

Christi , Texas, under the Act of March 3, 1811 
CORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS, FR IDAY, MARCH 11, 1949 

LONGORIA INVESTIGATING GROUP-The special 
Texas House of Representatives committee investigating 
the Felix Longoria incident is shown above on the job 
during the first d;:iy of its session in Three Rivers. Left 
to right are Rep. Frank Oltorf, Marlin; Rep. James 

. 
Windham, Livingston; Rep. Cecil Story, Longview, chair-
man; Rep. Byron Tinsley, Greenville; Rep. Tom Cheat­
ham, Cuero; R. J. (Jack) Utecht, committee clerk, and 
Court Reporter Agnes Miller. The picture was taken 
while Mayor J. K. Montgomery was testifying. / 

'Obscene' Mail on Longoria 
Case Sent Three RiversMayor 

Dr. Garcia Repeats Forum 
Charge of Discrimination 

BY JOHNNIE BROWN 
Times Staff Writer 

THREE RIVERS-"Discrimination in its worst form," 
v:.ras the way Dr. Hector P. Garcia. Corpus Christi, president 
of the American GI Forum, this morning described a state­
ment by Funeral Director T. W. Kennedy, Jr., regarding re-

. burial arrangements for Felix Longoria. 
Dr. Garcia said that the state­

\ ment he was referring to was Ken· 
nedy 's remark regarding the . fu­
neral plans that "the whites won't 
~·~~ it., , 

[1 of 2]
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P,ntracAA, is' Kenn~c(y teitlmony 
~ ::t Th•r · ,· 1:1•. ~~~t ln~n ·tolq th~ 
~ --, '. · ·· .J ._fteprest~~ativea investi: . 
~· .. 1Q~miltt!'e :~t ,.,.. he -~is~1,_~. 
ptf . , tn1FllreFFb1ii'lralMdtri~ 'th~ 
nigbt" .M .. Jan. 10 and ·asked ·-to 
spea'l< ' ·to · the owner. He said that I 
Kennedy tOld him that he was- the ' 
o'Wi\'er. He' ~ .. testified furtl'f&H~: that ,. 
whep he t~ld Kennedy tnat -Mrs. 
Beatrice Longoria, wife o't the ,de· 
ceased war veteran, had asked 
him to request the funeral chapel 
for reburial services, he said "I 
can 't do it," .·and that " the whites 
here won't Iil.<e it." · 

Dr. Garcia testified that he told 
Kennedy that · 'Longoria had been 
kiJled in action, had died for demo· 
cracy. He quoted the undertaker 
i;i,s Saying that rriade no difference. , 
He quoted him f~rthifr saying in 
conclusion, "It can't be ·done." 

1 
The doctor said . .,.jn contradiction ~ 

I 
to Kennedy's testin;tony on Thurs· 11 

day, that the conversation did not 
become heated, "there was no . an· i 

I ger on my part and Kennedy did n 
not appear to be angry.'• ~ 

Garcia in further testimony be· ) 
fore' the committee, said that he i 
asked Mrs. Longoria if Kennedy 
had refused use of the chapel for 
the soldier's funeral and that she 
said he did refuse her. 
Quotes Sutherland 

Dr. Garcia said that, Tom S. 
Sutherland of Austin, e-xecutive 
secretary of· the Texas Good 
Neighbor Commission, telephoned 
him and said, "Doctor; . I am sick 
about this thing.'• He testified that 
Sutherland said that he had talked 
with Kennedy and that the under­
taker stated that he would let the 
chapel be used if the family in­
sisted. 

Dr. Garcia said that he stated 
to Sutherland, · "Don't you think 
this is discrimination?· He · said,. 
'Yes, I do, doctor.' . I said I don't 
think it is advisable to accept stich 
terms.'' 

Mayor J. K. Montgomery testi­
fied earlier this morning that he 
had received a large batch of ob· 
scene letters regarding the Felix 
Longoria incident , "which makes 
you think things you don't ' want 
to think.'' 

Montgomery, mayor of Three 
Rivers for 18 years, was recalled ' 
as a witness as the second day of 
the House of Representatives in­
vestigation here got underway. 
Tells of Fund Drive 

Montgomery told the committee 
of a fund drive the Three Rivers 
Rotary Club sponsored to assist 

, Juan Diaz, a Three Rivers High 
School football . player, injured on 
the gridiron in 1947. He said he 
estimated $1,000 or $2,000 was rais­
ed by public subscription in the 
community. 

.The mayor also said on several 
occasions high school students of 
Latin American extraction were en· 
tertained at social functions in his 
home. (At Thursday's testimony, 
the mayor said that he offered his 
home for Longoria's funerai ser­
vices, but that he received no reply 

(See HEARING, Page 18.) 

HEARING 
(Contlnueil From Pag'3 Ouc.) 

on the offer.) 
In testimony yesterday Tom 

S ~ Sutherland of Austin, executive 
secretary of the Texas Good NeiO'h· 
bor Commission, descri,bed the in­
cident as "largely a newspaper 
n:atter,, which did not particularly 
disturb the residents of Three 

.Rivers. 
: .. _He added, however, that towns­
people were disturbed about the 
nat~qnwide publicity given the town. 
- Sutherland was one of five wit· 
~-e·sses called to testify during the 
!1rst day of the hearing. 

· M~yor J : K. Montgomery , de· 
~lanng that no discrimination ex· 
rsted against Latin Americans m 
the 2,500-population town, said that 
he had attempted in a wire to 
Dr . . Hector P. Garcia of Corpus 
C~rlsti to straighten out the mat· 1 

tei: .. 9f reburial of the soldier killed 
O!l·. , Luzon by offering his own 1 

home for the furierat· He- said he i 
l'eceived no answer to the message. 

On c~oss-examination by Gus . 
' C. ··Garcia of San Antonio, ·attor- i 

J?.~Y for Mrs. Beatrice Longoria, the ! 
so}q~er's widow, the mayor said ! 
that Latin and Anglo American i 
c_emeteries ~ere "connected." The i 
f~nyn .• . ~e said, has no ordinance : 
Pt Qh_1b1tmg discrimination and that / 
no incident had arisen previously I 
~o ·make such an ordinance neces· 
~~u•y. · · · 1 

~ -'l:~stimony by • George Flores, a 
to~~~r deputy sheriff, concerning 
th~- al'rest of Guadalupe Longoria, 
Jr., brother of the soldier, was 
l!ltopped by committee members be-

. ca~~.e t!J.ey did not want to 
go .. mto an investigation of the 
moral behavior of the war vet. 
eran's wife. Garcia objected to the 
r.eference and stated that such tes­
t1mpny would . be welcomed, but 
Rep. B. R. Tmsley of Greenville 
refused. . / 

Funeral Director T. W. !{enne- ! 

dy Jr., testified that he had dis­
couraged use of the chapel for 
the ' £:ongoria services because of ; 
an ."111 feeling" in the Longoria 
fa nuly. 

Only other witness· during the . 
day , was Guadalupe Longoria Sr 
66-year-old father of the soidie~' 
~ho · denied that he had had an~ 
differences with his __ dauo-hter-in- ; 
law. 0 

[2 of 2]
­



IVE OAK COUN~ 
"VOLUME XXX 

MARCH OF UIMES 
CHAIRMEN. 

GEORGE WEST, TBX4&. 

THE WNGORIA CASE 'Quarter Million Suit? 1' ~t~REST~~ s 
By v. D. Welllnston I a Tean <recen l 

It ls not my Intention to enter It ls rumored that certain ' · Mr. Kenn 
Into any controversy concern- Three Rivers offlciala are conald- marll1 lnvqlved In 
Ing Mr. KennedTa action In re- erlng brtngtng a quarter mWion mess. Al8o that an 

The following volunteer work- gard to the burial of Felix Lon- dollar suit apJnat the <formerly a damnya 
ers ba ve been selected aa chair- gorta. Detroit. Free Preaa for allegedly 

1 
dea vortng to help 

man of their communities to ac- 1 would like to express an optn- falae atatemen aald to have Another Texan 
cept your contrlbuttona to the ion, however, to this effect. It been detrimental to Thll!e clamnJankee> ts the 
March of Dimes Drive. Tbls mon- 18 Indeed, unfortunate, that the Riv~rs. In the event auch action 1 erana' service off! 
ey wW be used for the care and citizens or officlala of Three e • and ls . r 1 the I any northera state 
research work for infantile par- Rivers or of the county should 1D mone7 would used to erect a new ctt1zena as \\ 
alyata. any way be blamed. It la poa- permanent memotlal to Texas : Texana? 

Mrs. o. W. Appelt, county sible that the publicity given the nterans who foqbt and helped! 
chairman. case ma7 lead outalders to be- win the war. J t O I 1 

Mr .. E. A. Gay, George West. lleve that racial dlacrlmlnaUon 1 -- us ne ns, 
Mrs. J · K. Montgomery' Thr.ee la promoted and encouraged in The bod7 of Felix Lonsorla One newspaper 

Rivera. thia area. I was schedaJed to arrlYe in San follows: .. The Foru 
Mrs. A. B. Oomlllion, WhlLsett. I moved here from New York Frandsco, California, 00 Jana- l. o drew telegrame 
Mrs. W. C. Matkin, Simmons. state less tft&n four years ago. a17 11th, and was expected to from Gov. Beauford 
Mrs. WWiam Hinnant, Lagarto. 1 1 had heard much propaganda reach Its final destination ap- John B. Lyle, Atton 
Mrs. Beauford Da O&kvWe. I ln regard to the dlacrtmlnatlon prox1mate17 30 dap thereafter. Price Daniel and T 
Mrs. Paul Scbweltert, Fant. as practiced through the aouth The next da7, Janaa17 IIUl, at , Mayor J. K. Montgoi 
Mrs. E. o. Braune, Ray Point. and weat. Prevtoualy I have lived least one newspaper stated that Montgome 
Mn. J. R. McGuffin, Dlnero. in Buffalo, N. Y., for nearly 20 his bod7 had been returned whole thing was •a J 

Mra. Walter Franke, Pawnee. years. So, 1 was amazed to dla- to Three Rl•en, Tesu, and offered the serv 
cover that 1n my oplnlon at that the people of ~ Bi.en American Legion He 
le , the Americana of Mexican said that "he could not aleep out own home' for the 
deacent here had much better eternlt7 In the sou of his n&Uve 1 and said be Three Rivers C. of C. 

To Meet Monday 
opportunities and were, 1n prac- town and state." of tile chapel al8o 
UCally every way better treatect - - ransed." 
than were certain racial mlnorl-' A BRIEF HISTORY OF Ilaamuch as this 
ties 1n Buffalo. I MR. '?.. W. KEN~Y. nL eas.lj , 1 

January 24t.b, Monday, at '1 There may have been no le1al I Mr. wa ·, to the effect 
. M dinner wW be 1erved a:ad I racial dJacrimiut.lon tn Butte.Jo, 1122; 1n Mottgoiiery did no 
buafhw aen1on will_tollow tor but ft\ 41De~n of Po~ d•- high ethool In cer~ · .,t 

he memben the Thr'ee Rivers cent waa called a Polack r a 1M2, at Bellwood. Pa. · 1 WI 
Chamber of Commerce, in the Hunky. A Negro was a Nigger ln He entered the u. 8. Army on 1 the la rep1 
Rotary Hall, according to an an- Buffalo. An Italian-American Dec. s, UM2, and on Dec. 23, UM2, low~ 
nouncement made by 8. F. Ram- was a Dago. A white man'a rea- arrived at camp Maxey, Texas, i Ja 
aey. prealdent, and B. L. Brown. taurant or aaloon bad to serve a which ls located 1n the vidn1ty Dr Beet.or P Garcia 
ecretary. Negro, but it waa rumored that of Paria, Texaa. After about a Prea American O I JI 

"TEX,. LUKE JONES 
a cup of coffee would coat b1iD year of extenalve infantry and ' Corpua auilti, Teza 
50c lnstead of a nlckle. Whether medical training be went .on l I have Just lnten: 
that was true or not, 1t was maneuvers to Loutatana, and re- KennedJ Rice F'Un, 

Three Rivers-Funeral aernces ~ery evident that Negroes were turned to Camp SwUt, Tezaa, at.op Some mlatak" 1t4 
for .. Tex" Luke Jones were held never seen 1n certain reatauranta after two montba. Thia camp ls did not retuae use oi 
Thursday, January 13, at 2 P.M. and aaloona. near Bastrop, Texas. There he ties and does not ref\ 
1n the Rice Chapel after he died In Three Rivers and IJve Oak met the girl, and was married on Arrangements can b 
auddenly Tuesday inorn1ng at. bls county you wW find Americana May '1, 1944. In , 19", hls uae lf dealred by Lot 
home on Church St. 1n Three of Mexican descent ln all placea unit waa sent to Fort Dix, New Uy atop American I 
.Rl•era. The Rev. R. D. McCelvey, of bualneaa, reatautanta, atorea, r and In September, 1944, arranpd full mill~ 
Baptlst minister, was 1n charge. etc. You wW see them oper- was ahlpped overseas to Germany alao offer use of 
A mixed choir of family frlenda1 atlng catea, gaa atattona, .and and 1mmed1ate17 into action. Mr. Legion Hall atop Ma 
sang the bymna. I atorea, and you wlll find Amert- Kennec17 was a company aid man 1 offered It neceasary. 

Mr. Jones came to IJve Oak,cans not of Mexican deacent, with a llne company, and here I J X.Montgome1 
County In 1932 from Real County trading with them, and aaaoclat- acquired the nickname .. Doc." -- -
and for the paat ten years had I ing with them. On AprU 1, 1M5, he was aent COUNTY VETERAN~ 
lived in Three Rivera. Be was a It ts my contention that racial to the boapltal after an acute I OFflCE& MAKES S' 
ratr1•-t,.cu••'" tn thl• rnn"f:v o"" • •• • • • • • • -
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E OAK COUNTY HE 
GEORGE WEST, TBX4&. THURSDAY, JANUARY II, 1H9 

THE WNGORIA CASE I Quarter Million Suit? I ~t~RE~TING s::~:'::at Mr. Kennedy, s 
By V. D. Welllnaton I a Tean < . a damn- St t 

It l not my intention to enter It ls rumored that certain ' , Mr. Kennedy, la r.. ate'm1en 
Into any controversy concern- Three Rivera offlciala are conaid- marllJ lnYqlved in thJ.a whole 
mg Mr Kennedy's action in re- erlng brlnging a quarter mWlon mesa. Allo that anot.her Texan About two months ago 
gard to the burial of Felix Lon- dollar damag~ suit a1atnat the (r a damnyankee> la en- 1 o the deceued'a 

r- 1or1a. Detroit Free Preas for allegedlJ deavonng to help clear it up. came into our office and 
c- I would llke to express an opln-1 falae statemen said to have Another Texan Uormer)J a lf we would handle the se1 

however, to thla effect. It been detrimental to Three e > ls the county - , for her huaband, who was 
1! Indeed, unfortunate, that the Rivers. In the event such action 1 erana' semce oUlcer. would shipped home within the 
citizens or officials of Three la taken, and 1s aucceaaful, the any northera state uphold its slx months. We told h~r 

r- Rivers or of the count7 should in money would ~ used to erect a new dttaena as weU as the time that we would handl1 
any way be blamed. It la poe- permanent memot'lal to Texas Texana? , and on .January Stl 

Y slble that the publicity gtven the nterans who fou1ht and helped I came to the bus depot and c 
case may lead outsiders to be- I w1n the war. , Just One lnstanc· e Ulat she had 
Ueve that racial diacrlmination -- --- concemln1 the 
la promoted and encouraged In The boclJ of Felix Lonprla I One newspaper reported aa rival of her huaband. B 
thus area. I was scheduled to arrlTe In San follows: .. The Forum!a proteat I order to accommodate h1 

I moved here from New York Francisco, Calllornla, on Jana- 1 aJao drew telegramed apologies drove to the bus depot 
state leu tft&n four years ago. ary 11th, and was expected tO from Gov. Beauford Jester, Jiep. t.alked with her about arri 

"l I had heard much propaganda reach Its final destinaUon ap- John E. , Attomey Oeneral men She asked to hav1 
· ln regard to the dlacrlmlnation proxlma&el7 30 da19 thereafter. Price Daniel and Three Rivers remalna left at the Fu 

t a practiced through the aouth The next da1, lanaa17 llth, at Mayor .J. K. Montgome11. Home, and at that time I 
and west. Previously I have llved least one newspaper stated that 

1 
.. • r Montgomery said the to _ her of that bJ 

in Buffalo, N. Y., for near)J 20 his boclJ had been returned whole thins was mi.tau: He tn1 if there was any place 
yea . . So, I was amazed to dla- to Three RlTen, Tea., and offered the services of the she could take the remab: 
cover that, ln my oplnlon, at that the !"pie of nree Riven I American Legion Home, or · She said she had an empty J 

1 lea the Americana of Mexican said that he could not sleep out I own home' for the funeral aer- ln Three Rivera and 80 I 1 
descent here had much better eternlt1 In the soil of hla n&Uve • JJtd said he believed use her lf it would not be bett 

• opportunities and were, in prac- town and state." Of t.he ~pel a1ao could be ar-

1 

take the remains there. 
Ucally every way better treate<\ ransed. ·• said ahe was satlafied to do 
than were certain racial minor!-' A BRIEF HISTORY OF baamuch as thla could be so and 80 we then went and 
ttes 1n Buffalo. I MR. T. w. KEN~Y, nL , and actual)J a repl)' to the telearam to 

7 There may bave been no le1a1 Mr. Kmmecl7 waa born Oet. 6, wa to effect tbat MaJor .Worth depot c:ont1rmlnt 
r r clal d.llcrim1Dat.lon ID But~, 1922; 1n . tLnd Mo tg c:lld not know for prev!9ua addre&s aa to 

• t an ot , Pollab_. c . t high *hool tn cer ~~ were ~ ht · 
cent vn.a called a Polack 'o- a .June~ 1942, at Bellwood. Pa. ..- " ' used ur , th:k we went by the houae 
Hunky A Negro was a Nlgger ln He entered the u. s. Army on the eleamm la reproduced be- ahe had mentioned to ex. 

- Buffalo. An It.allan-American Dec. 3, 1942, and on Dec. 23, UM2, low; • j and plan aa to where the c 
- waa a Dago. A white man's res- arrived at camp Maxey, Texas. Jan 11, 1949 and chalra could be put, 
1 taurant or saloon bad to se"e a which la located in the Ylcln1ty Dr Hector P Garcia I after completlna that I too 

Negro, but it waa rumored t.hat of Parta, Texas. After about a Prea American O I Forum to her uncle'• houae and t 

I a cup of coffee would coat h1in year of extenalve lnt&nt?J and Corpu Clu1at1, Texas leavin1 asked again 1f she 
!50o tnatead of a nlckle. Whether medical tralnJ.ng he went .on I I have Jut lntemewed T W sa tlafled and again she 
th t was true or not, it was maneuvers to Loulalana, and re- Kennec:17 Rice P'Uneral Home that she was. She took th1 
very evident that Negroes were turned to camp Swift, Texas, atop Some mJatak\ atop Kennedy for COrpua Chrtati and It i 
never seen 1n certain restaurant.a after two months. This camp la did not retue uae of h1a facW- aaaumption that, apparentlJ 

• .md saloons. near Bastrop, Texas. There he ties and doea not refuae use IM>p parents did not like the arr1 
1 j In Three Rivera and IJve Oak met the girl. and was married on Arransementa can be made for menta. However, I waa not 

county you wW find Americana May 7, 1944. In .June1 lMt, hla uae lf dealred by Longoria fam- tacted by members of the 
of Mexican descent ln all placea unit was sent to Fort Dix, New Uy atop American Legion had Uy at that time. Imtead 
of bualneu, reatauranta, stores, Jeney and ln September, 19", 1 al'l'&Qled full mWtarJ honors Hector Garc1a of Corpua c 

• ei.c You wW see them oper- wu ahlpped overseas to oermany also offer use of American called me. M we talked our 
1 aung cafea, gas atattona, .and and lmmecllate)J into action. Mr. Legion Hall atop Mayor'• hotne veraation became rather ht 
I and you wlll find Amert- KenneclJ was a company aid man offered if neceuary. I It was my unclentanc:Uns 
'cans not of Mexican descent, with a llne company, and here I J K. MontgomerJ, lifAYor. no one except Mrs. Lonsor 
1 trad1n1 with them, and aaaoclat- acquired the nickname .. Doc." - - someone duly authorized b~ 

I 
1nl with them. On Aprll 1, 1945, he was sent COUNTY VETERANS' SERVICE was in a poaltion to matt 

It la my contention that racial to the boapltal after an acute I OFflCEB MAKES STATEMENT arrangementa for thJ.a fw 
"'"' • •· "-'""' nvPrrnmP nd at rk nf ThPnmA Ir fPYPr wht~h .T•nn•"' 1• 10.to • • 
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tt-t-41 

MORE WIDELY READ 
IN LIVE OAK COUNTY 

THAN ANY OTHER 
PUBLICATION 

NUMBERS 

I 
The entire nation seem& to 

ave become incensed over the 
angementa for the reburial of 

elix Longoria of Three RI.era. 
r . Longoria was an American 
ldler of Mex!can descent who 

·as killed 1n action 1n the Pbll­
in 1M5. 

C. of C. President 
, akes ~tatement 
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Mra. A B. OomllUon, Whitsett. I moved here from New York l' CaUlornla. 00 J • alao drew telesram I 
'-nl.t area. wa •cneuu1eu arraye an follows: .. The For\ 

Mrs. W. C. Mattln, 81mmona. state leu than four years a10. ary 1Stb, and wu d to ' from Gov. Beauford 
Mrs. WWiam Blnnant, Lagarto. I bad heard much propaganda reach Its final dntlnaUon ap- , John E. Lyle, Attor 
Mra. BeaUford Da 1 OakvWe. ln regard to the diacrlmlnaUon proldmatelJ 30 da~ thereafter. Price Daniel and 'l 
Mrs. Paul Schweikert, Fant. as pracUced through the south I The neJCt da1, .Janaa17 l~Ua, at Mayor J. K. Montgo 
Mrs. £. O. Braune, Ray Point. and west. Prevloualy I have UYed lead one newspaper stated that I ·• r Montgom1 
Mra. J. R. McGuffln, Dlnero. in Buffalo, N. Y., for near}7 20 his bod1 had been returned whole t.hlna was •a 
Mrs. Walter Pranke, Pawnee. years. So, I waa amazed to dla- to Three Rl•en, Tena, and offered the servict 

Three Rivers C. of C. 
To Meet Monday 

cover that in my opinion at that the people of nree Bben Amezlcan Leg~n Hi 
le • the Americana of Mexican said that "he could not sleep out own home' for the 
descent here bad m ucb better eternlt1 in the sou of his D&Uve 1 autd aaid be 
opportunities and were, ln prac- town and a&a&e." Of tAe chapel .00 c 
Ucally every way better r ransecL" · 

Ues in Buffalo. MR. '?. W. KEN~'!' i r d 
Ulan were certain racial A BRIEF HISTORY OF I llaamucb aa this 

J n ry 24t.b, r , s.t '1. Thue may have been no . wa to the effect 
M. dinner wlll be MtYed aml ractat c Uon 1D Bu 6 e,. Pa., ed · Mo tg did 

~ tnu1ooeiaa _._,,.iQn..Jlllll I r • bat 
1 
p~~ high *1\ool 

the memt>erf" the Rl-let! cent vn.s ~called a Polack or a June 1 at Bellwood, Pa. 
Chamber of Commerce, ln the Hunky. A Negro was a Nigger ln He entered the u 8. Army on . the 
Rotary Hall, accordlnl to an an- Buffalo. An Itallan-Amertcan Dec. 3, 1H2, and on Dec. 23, 1"2. low: 
nouncement made by 8. I'. Ram- waa a Dago. A white man's res- arrived at Camp Maxey, Texaa, t Ja 
aey, presld_ent;. and B. L. Brown, taurant or saloon bad to serve a which la located ln the TiclDit7 Dr Hector P Garcia 

"TBX9 LUKE JONES 

Negro, but it waa rumored Ulat of Parla, Texas. After about a Prea American G I II 
a cup of coffee would coat hlin year of eztenalve lnfant17 and Corpaa autatt, Teza 
·soo tmtead of a Dickie. Whether medical tralnlns be went .on I have Jut lnte" 
that was true or not, it was maneuYers to Loulalana, and re- Kennec:17 Rice FUn 

Three Rinn-Funeral sentcea
1
-.ery evident that Negroes were tumecl to camp Swttt, Tuai, stop Some mtataklt at. 

for .. Tex" Luke Jones were held never seen ln certain reatauranta after two months. Thia camp la did not .retuae use oi 
Thursday, January 13, at 2 P .M. and aaloona. near Bu\rop, Tezaa. There he tle1 and doel not ref1l 
1n the Rice Chapel after he died In Three Rivera and IJve Oak met the girl, and was married on Arransementl can ht 
auddenl)' Tuesday mornln1 at.his county you wW find Americana May 7, 1944. In . UM4, h1a use lt de8lred by Lon 
home on Church St. In Three of Mexican descent ln all placea unit waa sent to Fort Dix, New Uy atop American L 
Rivera. The Rn. R. D. McCelvey, of buatneaa, reatautanta, atorea, Jeney and in September, 1M4, arr&Qpd tun mWta 
Baptist mlnlater, waa ln cbarse. eic. You wW see them oper- was ahlpped overseas to Oermany alao offer use of 
A mixed choir of tamllJ frlenda I attng cafea, gaa stations, .and and lmmed1atel7 into action. Mr. Leaton Hall stop Ma; 
aang t.he hJDlDI. 1 storea, and you wW find Amert- Kenned7 waa a comp&n)' aid man I offered If neceu&17. 

Mr. Jones came to IJve Oak' cana not of Meld.can deacent, with a llne company, and here I J. K. llontgomer, 
County ln 1932 trom Real County tradlng with them, and aaaoclat- 1 acquired the nickname .. Doc." -- -
and for the paat ten years had ing with them. 1 On April 1, UM5, he was sent COUNTY vrrBRANS' 
ltved ln Three Rivers. He was a It la my contenUon that racial to the hospital after an acute I OFflCEB MAK.ES S'I 
cattle-trader ln t.hla count7 and prejudice ta be1n1 overcome, and attack of rheumatic fever, wblcb January 
waa well known among all the can be completely overoome onq waa brought on by ezpoaure on I A)N>ut two and a ha 
bualneu c1rcles. by education. Education takea the tront llnea. He remained in ago Mrs. Beatrice Loi 

The pall beaiera were Lewis time. 1 ltelleve that eertaln of the hospital ln Burope until pl'OICbed me with so1 
Murphy of Corpua Cbrlltl, Fred the northern crltla woald do September lat. at whJcb time be COneernlna Ule retur: 
L. Churchlll, J. T. Bomar, C. E. well to look In their own back was flown back to t.he United huab&Dd'a body to 
Mcllurray, Arthur Reynalda, and 7&rda. states and stayed in camp Pict- Sta• for burlaL Sb 
Frank Gibbens all of Three Riv- The fact that hundreds of ett General Hospital unW No- know what the papers J 

era.. Americans of Meld.can deacent vember 2, UH&, when he waa came to me to exp1a1J 
Mr. Murphy's daughter, Mrs. have choaen th1a county ln re- given a medical l ch . I her. -

Arthur Coel, ol Corpua Christi, cent years for their permanent He spent until l'ebrua17, 1M6, I I told her that 
and the W. H. and J. C. Gallo-: homea, abould concluatvel)' prove convaleac•n1 ln Scbulenbura, eomplete lnltructlona 
ways were other out of town that this minority group 11 talr- which waa the home of hl8 lng her Just what to 
trlenda present at the last rites. 11 treated here. wt , and then entered Lancllg 1 the mar future in reg1 
Unable to attend were all the College of Mortua17 Science ln retun of her husband 
family of Mrs. Jones, the deceas- ROTARY NEWS I Houaton. Tezaa. Graduating on I It lnatructed her t 
ed'a widow, who llve ln .callf- November 15, 19'8, he took a \ the amval of her husb1 
omia. George West-Tom C. Davia of written Tena State Board ex- In tbt Unit.eel Stat.ea 2 

Bealdea the widow, Mr. Jones Corpus Chr:lsU, Dlatrlct Engineer amlnatlon and paased. Then he recef leh!tP"am fron 
left a daughter, Mls8 Louise for the Tezaa State Blghway De- moved to Beevtlle, • and e~ asking her ~ 
Jones, and four aona, John, Joe, partment was speaker at the reg- served a year's apprentlceahlp the ~. ~ lnatructlc 
and R. L. -rutty" of Three Riv- ular luncheon meeting of the lo- before coming to work for Mr. e body wa 
era and Ray Jones who la in the cal Rotary Club last Thunclay. Rice. 
United States Navy. Mr. Davia waa tniroduced by Mr. and Mn. Kennedy be- I . .. that upo1 
- ------------Marvin Johnaon, and gaYe a ve17 came the proud parents of a r11'Al er th1a telegru 
OIL NEWS lntereatlng talk on the work of baby daughter on August 1M8. e any aaalltance i 

Jamea o. KcCarrlek, Truatee the Blghway Departmen · out- i. He states that h1a stay 1n the teearam I would 1 
No. 1 Mrs. Lealle eox, second llnlng it.a function ln regard to Three Rivera has been mo 1 her amd It. 
test for a new Ltve Oak county l'ederal, State, and County roada. pleasant and that he has -1 Wh• Mrs. Beatrice 
oil producing area 4 miles trom Mr. Davia al.lo dlacuued the pro- quired many frlenda, not only ln .starie. to lea~e I aak 
Dlnero, Prlday was drU11ng at posed Farm-to-Market program the city but ln all of lilve Oak WIDted her husban 
2,250 feet n la about 933 feet 1 tn IJve oat Count7. a project County. IW~ honors and 
northeaat. of the No. 1 Richey that haa already been started, . " 
dlacOYel'J. and talked briefly on the widen- CARD OF TBANKS I t<lJd her that the Ill 

Ing of Highway 281 ln the north . J d the telegram 
end of the county. We express our appreciation dferpment to Inform 

A CARD FROl'I ELDEN 
W. H. Striebeck Jr.. Resident for all the kinclneUM you have , l and I woul~ 

Dear Mr. Welllngton: I am Engineer ln George Weat, was a abown to us during our recent tti American Legion 
sorry I did not have tlme to tell gueat, and John w. Herring of bereavement. May the Lord bleu wt\ld make the nece 
you I was leaYlnl. I certalnl)' Allee Milton RornUDI of Three each and every one of you. r&cementa. She 88.li:I 
enjoyed workinS for your <our> Rln~, Walter w. I.Jppa and Jack Mn. Tex Jones and fam.llJ. wo}d do that. 
paper. Jl'orgaaon, both of Beevllle. were DANCB SATURDAY NIGHT 1at ii the lut I he 

My slater wlll take care of the Tl.llUns Rotarian.I. Mrl)leatrtce Longoria 
Mountain View news. ..The Nameleu Band" wW play (Si > WILLIAM B. i 

Lota of luck. for a danee at Purple Sap, Jr., Semce Offtcer, 
Blden D. 8~Jn11rer. DRIVE CARD'ULLY next 8aturdaJ night. , Oeorp we 
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IU~ L UHli Hl~liHl\iG I ! ams concernlng the 
body of Felix Lonl'orla I one newspaper reported as rival of her husband. So, ' 

scheduled to arrive in San follows: .. The Forum's protest order to accommodate her, 
tcasco, Callfomia, on Janu- 1 alao drew telegramed apologies drove to the bus depot and 

era, color guard and bugler from 
American Legion Post 413 
pall bearers would be furnlahed 

the family. 
<Signed) 

LUPE LONGORIA. JR. 
ALBERTO LONGORIA 

13th, and was expected to from Gov. Beauford Jester, Jl,ep. t.alked with her about arrange­
h its final destinaUon ap- John E. Ly • Attorney General men•·. She aaked to have the 
..tmateb' 30 daya thereafter. Price Daniel and Three Rivera remains left at the Funeral 
•e next day, Janua17 Jtth, at Mayor J. K. Montgomer)'. ·, m . and at that Ume I tried HARoLo C. SMITH, 

one newspaper stated that .. Mayor Montsomery sald the to diacourage her of that by - Commander, 
body had been returned whole thing was •a miatake.' He Ing If there was any place ; American Legion Post 413. 

Three Riven, Tesu, and I offered the services of the she could take the rematna to. _ . 
the people of nree Riven American Legion Home, or •my She aald abe had an empty house ;Jilf Continued from preceding. 
that "he could not sleep out own home' tor the funeral aer- in Three Rivers and 80 I asked I column) 

lllty in the soil of his native vi . , and aald be believed use her 1f It would not be better to the fact that the .. whltea" would 
1 and 1ta&e." of the chapel also could be ar- take the remains there. She not like tile dlagrace of a public 

ranted" aald ahe was aatlsfted to do that dlaturbance at a funeral in the 
lRIEF HISTORY OF 

T. W. KENNEDY, JR. 
Iuamuch as thJa could be so 

1 
and 80 we then went and sent ,c l. I humbly apologize for 

eas mJaconatrued, and actually a reply to the l am to Fort the uae of the word .. whltea." 
to the effect that Mayor Worth depot I I the I can on}J def end myeelf by the 

1n D~nsv , • Pa .. and did not know for prevloua addreaa as to where the fact that I waa unJuat17 accused 
1 h 1 J wete_i<> .A1 anPT wuen l matte tha~ 

om b gb 
00 

._ e went l>Y the bo'11Mt that statement. 
cs u .c;.11.•c'"'t. the u. s.':!it on ~ the tielepam la reproduced be- she bad mentioned to enmtne I w contacted by other mem-

3, lM2, and on Dec. 23, lH2, low: • and plan u to where the eaaket bera of the family. Tbe;r uked 
ved at camp Mazey, Teua, Jan 1 • 1949 and cha1ra could be put, and me to notitf them of the arrival 
i:b 18 located 1n the 'Ylc1nlty Dr Hector P Garcla after compleUDa that I toot her of the bodJ, and the funeral date, 
>ar11, Texas. After about a Prea Amertcan G I Forum to her uncle'• houae and before aa they were not aure that they 
· ot extenalve lnfantrJ and Corpu Cbriltt, Texas leavtn1 aated again 1f abe waa would be notified. Thia onlJ ln-
lical trainlnl be went on I have just lntentewed T W aatlafied and again she stated tenalfted my deaire to not have 
aeuver to Loutelan•, and re- Kennedy Rice Funeral Home that abe wu. She toot the bua trouble tn the funeral chapel. 
1 to camp Swift, Texas, atop Some mlstak\ 1top Kennedy for Corpua Chrlati and it la my I felt that by encourastna her 

wo month.I. Thia camp la did not retuae use of h1a tacill- , aaaumption tha\, apparently, her M> uae her own house it would 
r Ba. Teua. There he t.1el and doea not refuae use stop parent.a did not Ute the arran1e- be up to her to handle any alt-
the 11r1 .. and wu married on Arranaementa can be made tor menta. However, I wu not con- uat.lon that misbt come up. 

, 7, 1944. In June. 19", h1a uae lf dealred by Lonprla fam- tacted by members of the fam- l However, 1f Mrs. Lonaorta had 
w . sent to Fort Dix. New Uy atop American Leston bad Uy at that time. Inatead. Dr. mentioned any cl1uatlafactlon 

. and in september, 19", arranpd tun mllltal)' honors Hector Garcia of Oorpua Chrlatl with thue arranpmenta, I would 
ablpped overseaa to Germany also offer use of American called me. Aa we talked our con-

1 
have been pad to wort out 

1mmedlatel7 into action. Mr. Legion Hall atop Mayor's hotne veraation became rather heated. almoat an;rth1ns that w0uld 
nedy was a company ald man offered lt neceu&r)'. It wu my undentand1D1 that hue been aatllfact.oq to her. I 

a llne company, and here J . K. KontsomerJ, MQor. no one except Mrs. Lonaorta, or I wrote 11111. Lonaorta and Dr. 
med the nickname "Doc." . someone dul7 authorized by her, Garcia lettera, atat1n1 that there 

1 n April 1, 1945, he was sent COIJNTY VITBBANS' SERVICE was 1n a poaltion to make &DJ waa a mlaunderatuu:Un1, and 
~be hoapltal after an acute ovnc.ER MAKES STATEMENT arran1ementa for th1a funeral. that If I waa 1n the wrong, then • 
. of rheumatic fever, which I January 18, 194St. 'I so stated to Dr. Garda, and my apologtea were extended. A ' · 
brouabt on by exposure on I About two and a halt month.I 1n the heat of the arpment copy of her answer appears be­
uont llnea. He remained tn ago Mrs. Beatrice Lonaorla ap-

1 
undoubtedly made other state- low. 

hoapltal 1n Burope until pl'OKbed me with some papers menta that could poulbly be I have been honored to handle I 
tember lat. at which tlme he coneernln1 Ule return of her mlacomtrued. I made the state- all of the funeral aervicea for •: 

fiown back to the United hua))and'1 bodY to the United I ment that, u far aa I knew the veterana of Mexican dearADt in 1 

. and stayed in camp Pict- Stat.el tor burlal. She did not chapel had never been uaed for thJ.a area up to th.la time, and wW 
General Hospital until No- know. what the papers meant and 1 •uch a burial. That it had not do my beat to handle them 1n i 

1 er 2, 1945, when he was camel to me to expla.ln them to been the practice. Aa far aa I a proper manner 1n the future. 
1n a medical dlacharle. her.. · know the use of the funeral I freel7 admit that 1n the 

spent until Pebruary, 1M8, f I told her that the1 were chapel bad never before been re- ezcltement I made statement.a 
aleaclng 1n Schulenburs, complete lnltructiona to her tell- quested by any person of Mex!- which I would be happy to re­

wbich waa the home of bla lng her Jua what to expect Jn can deacent, so naturally, this t . , but feel that I have been 
1, and then entered Landlg 1 the near future in reaard to the permlulon bu never been mlaquoted and miaJudged. I am 

of Mortuary Science 1n retun of her huaband. refused. So I stated tllat .. it. has indeed proud that so many of · 
t.on, Texas. Oraduatlng on I It matructed her that, upon not been the practice," and lf I my new neighbora are wtWn1 to 
mber 11, IMS, he toot a the an1val Of her huaband 8 boc:l7 was wrong I apologlR. I dld not forset my miatakea. I am not a 

ten Texaa State Board ex-1 ln tbe United Statea abe would wlah to chan1e the practice for native-born T but I am 
atlon and paued. Then he recelr~~ from the IOT-

1 

thla particular tuneral and so proud to be called a Texan I 
1ed to Beeville, Texaa, and e[l aatlng her to conflrm stated. <Slgnec:U T. w. KENNEDY. 
ed a 1ear'a apprenticeahlp the lnatructlona aa to There were reasons whJ __ 
re coming to work tor Mr· whe t.be body was to be , I "cUacourapd" the uae of the January 14, UM9. 
. ship ';d- funeral chapel There 11 con- Rlce Funeral Home, J 
. and Mrs. Kennedy be- I - that upon the ar- aiderable evidence to the effect T. w. KennedJ, Jr., I

the proud parents o'f a 1 If this telesram, 1f she that there bu been trouble be- P. o. Box 328, 
r dauahter on August 4. Ul5M8 any aaalatance 1n aenc:Ung tween the Wife of Felix Lon- Three Rlvera Texu. 

atatea that bla ata1 the t.eearam I would 1ladly help I gorla and the rut of the family, Dear Mr. Ke~ed7: 
Rivera baa been moa ber .. d 1\. incluc:Una hll parent.a. For very I I wlah to aclmowledp your : 

and that he bu ac -Wh• Mn. Beatrice Longoria apparent reuona, I did not wllh letter dated Jan. 12 ~ch I re­
ed many trienda, not only 1n •tarte« to lea~e 1 aated her 1f I to brine th1a out at that ttme, oelved toda7. I want to thank J 

city but ln all of lJtve Oat e wanted ber huabdandahto = and refrained tor aome time, but you tor your otter, however, I 
iy. nw~ honora an e ' 1n all falrneu to myaeU I be- feel that it la 1t1D t;oo late. 1

i. lle'fe Ulat lt abould be stated MJ huaband w1l1 be buried 1n 
D OF THANKS ~ b=., thi::e::mm:: :: now. I did not want trouble 1n .&rllnaton National CemeterJ, 

expreu our appreclatlon e~ent to inform me Un- the funeral chapel. In t.bat con- Waahlnaton, D. C. 111 thanks , 
Ul the klndnttiles you have ~ and 1 would contact nectlon I felt that Mn. Lon- and gratitude to the people ot 

to ua durlna our recent 1 t Legion an<I we gorta would or abould be able Three R\Ten for their sentiment 
vement. MaJ the Lord bleu t.be D8Cfll&r)' ar- to handle the lltuatlon 1n her on the ~tter. 
and every one or you. ementa. She 1a1a that abe own home, but, lnumuch u I I wan~ to let you mow tb&t 

Te Jones' and famll7 do Uiat could not deDJ the entrance of I bear n srudae and aUU think 
z_ 11 the iut 1 beard trom anyone at the chapel U mllht greatlJ all of .U\e people trom 

CZ SATURDAY NIGHT M Jleab1 Lonaorla lead to t&Dlily trouble. I 414 uae Three R\vn. tam sorry 6out 
be Nameleu Band" wm plaJ <~~> ~ B. 8uiTs, the word that the "wbltM woWd the whole matter. 

dance at Purple Sap, Jr., 8enlce Oftloft Ufe Oak not lite it." I wu referrln& to 81noereq 70ura, 
Saturd&J ntaht. • oeorse w~, Ta&I. <Contlnoid lD nm oolama) MRS. BBATRICB LONOORIA. 
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American .POst U3 
repor ... d as a1 or her husband. So, i ..,._ pall bearers would be fl l 

·The Forwn~a protest 1 order to accommodate her, bJ the famllJ. 
w telegramed apologies drove to the bus depot and <Signed> 

1;. 01 t;. rresment 
akes -Statement 

iv. Beauford Jester, ~p. t.alked with her about arrange- LUPE LONGORIA, JR. 
L • AttomeJ General men ·. She asked to have the ALBERTO LONGORIA In a meetln1 of the boafd of 

IUliel and Three Rlvers remalna left at the Funeral lrectors of tJle Tbl'ee Rlvera 
. K Montgomel')'. Home, and at that Ume I tried hamber of Commerce held on 
1r Montgomery sald the to dlacourage her of that bJ aak- hursday aftemoon, a reaolution 

wa!> . a mlstake.' He lng lf there waa &DJ place elae American . adopted deplorinl the un-
he ser ices of the she could take the remalna to. vorable publlcitJ that the OltJ 

n Legion Home, or 'mJ She aald she had an emptJ house ' Continued from preced g t>f Three Rlvera and lta clttzens 
ne· tor the uneral aer- in Three Rivers and so I asked I column) j . ve ved tbrouah the pub-
1d .1. be believed use her if it would not be better to the fact that the · '' would I c of miaconatrued facts 
:h• ·1 also could be ar- take the remalna there. She not like the g_ of a publlc concemlns the reported refusal 
' I sald she was aatlafted to do that dlaturbance at a funeral in the or a local undertaker, T. W. Ken-
uch a.s thla could be SQ 

1 
and so we then went and sen L l. I humblJ apo for nedJ. Jr., to bury one of our 

lscon · d. and actually a reply to the telegram to Fort the use of the word " 1 " fellow-town.amen, Felix Loncorla, 
he effect that Mayor Worth depot i the I can onlJ defend myself bJ the who was killed ln action in the 

dld not know for prevloua addre11 aa to where the fact that I waa unJuatly accused 1 p · in UK& . 
.. _;. ..... ,-~ .. · .,_}be_ ~uoer reJVatna we~l<> - . .At angry w·ben I made that directors went on record 

, uae or nat, ud we went &1 the b otlM that ~tement. I aa that tlle Lonsorl& 1•· 
gram la reprodUced be- abe had mentioned to examtne I w contacted by other mem- 1 ily la held 1D the blgbeat eateem 

• I and plan aa to where the caaket ben of the tamilJ. 'l'heJ uked here and i' la resrettable Ulat 
Jan 1 1949 and cha1n could be pu~ and me to noutr Uiem of the arrival thla altuation baa developei:l: 

tor P Garcia after complettna that I toot her of Ule bodJ, and the funeral date, that' no town 1n South Tuu en-
1 r1can o I Forum to her uncle'• houae and before aa theJ were not sure that they Joya better relatlona with Amerl-

• Tena leavtns asked again 1f ahe waa would be notlfled. Thla on)J tn- cana of Mexlcan descent Ulan 
e Just lntemewed T W aatl.atied and again she stated tenatned my dealre to not have does Three Blven; and that 
' Rice Funeral Home that ahe wu. She took the bus trouble 1n the funeral chapel. l1nce the aboYe mentioned report 
ne mlatak\ 1top Kennedy for Corpu Chrtatl and it 11 my I felt that by encouractna her bu gone out over the State and 
refule uae of bSa tacW- . wumption that, apparently, her M> use her own houae it would Nation it baa become nece•ery 
doe.snot retuae use 8'op parents did not like the arrange- , be up to her to handle any alt- for Three Rivers to clear ~ 

'mentl can be made tor menta. However, I wu not con- uaUon that mtsht come up. good name. 
:Plred by Lonprla tam- · tacted by members of the fam-1 However, lf Mn. Lon.aorta bad A aood many letten have been 
, American Leeton had , Uy at that t.lme. Imtead, Dr. mentioned any dlaaatlafactlon received from people tbroUlhout 
d tul1 mWtarJ honon Hector Garcia of Corpus Cbrlatl with theae arranpmenta, 1 would the State acquainted with the 
'fer uae of American 

1 
called me. Aa we talked our con-

1 
have been alad to wort out actual condltlona ln Three Rivera 

Hall atop Ma10r'a botne veraation became rather heated. almoat ~- that riuld expreuinl thelr dlapat with the 
lf neceasal')'. It wu mJ undentanc:Un1 that h&Ye been atlafactoq to her. I adverse publlcltJ that Three 
K. Kontcome?J, llaJOr. I no one except Mn. Lon1orta, or 1 wrote Mn. LonlOrl& and Dr. Rivera receiYed. Tbeae peqple 

-- .-- -- someone dulf authorized by her, Garcia letters, statlnl that there who mow the actual condltlona 
I' VBTBRANS' SERVICB waa 1n a poaltk>n to make anJ wu a m.laundentancUns, and 

1 
volced their oplnton that Three 

Jt MAKES STATEMENT arran1ementa for th1a funeral that u 1 waa ln the wrong then Rivera baa been 1roulJ mlarep-
JanU&rJ 18, 1949. I 80 stated to Dr. Garcia. and my apoloatea were extend~. A 1 reaented . 

. two and a half month.I , tn the heat of the arpment copy of her answer appears be- We stlll feel that the hUtJ 
. Beatrice Lon1orla ap- undoubtedly made other state- low. action J>f Senator JohnlOll waa 

me with some papers 
1
menta that could poaalblJ be 1 have been honored to handle larsel7 reeponaible tor thia un-

1ng t.be return of her mJaconatrued. 1 made the state- all of the funeral services for , favorable pubUcltJ and attract­
l's bodY to the United ment that, aa far aa I mew the veterans of Meztcan deacent 1n ed 1' to the national Interest. Al 
l burial. She dld not chapel bad never been used for th1a area up to tbJa t.lme, and wW far aa we blow Senator John-

t the paper1 meant and such a burial. That it bad not do mJ beat to handle them 1n son dld not contact one a!Dgle 
, me to explain them to I been the practice. Aa far as I a proper manner 1n the future. person 1n Three Rivera before 

. know the use of the funeral 1 freelJ admit that 1n the tatlng thla action. 
bee that theJ were chapel bad never before been re ... excitement I made statementa <Signed) 

lnltructiona to her tell- quested by any person of Mexl- wbk:b 1 would be happJ to re- ' S. F. RAMSEY, President, 
Juat what to expect .bl can deacen • so naturallJ, thla t r ' but feel that I have been Three Rivera Chamber e~ 

~ future In rep.rd to the permlallon baa never been mlaquoted and mtaJudged. I am Comm · 
•f her husband. refused. So I stated tllat 0 lt baa Indeed proud that 80 many of Jan. 19• 1949· 
tructed her that, upon not been the practice," and 1f I my new neighbors are wllllnl to -------
'al of her husbands bodJ waa wrong I apolocbe. I dld not forset my mtatakea. I am not a TEXANS ARE PROUD! 
rntted Btatea ahe would wlab to change the practice for native-born T , but I am By v. D. Well1Dgton 
Lelesram from the gov-

1 

thla particular funeral and so proud to be called a Texan I I have llYed ln Tena onlJ a 
uklng her to con.ftrm stated. (Signed> T. w. KENNEDY. few Jeara, but I am proud to 

tnatructlons as to There were reaaona wbJ call mJR}f a "Texan." I am 
bodJ waa to be . I .. dlacourapd" the use of the JanWU"J H, 1949. proud of my fellow Texam. I am 

' funeral chapel. There ll con- Rice runeral Home, proud ot the fact that the Texans 
~th~~ upon ~e :; alderable evidence to the effect T. w. Kenned7, Jr., of Three Rl•era, the Mayor, the 
aaala~ At ...... that there baa been trouble be- P. o. Box 328, prea1dent of the Three Rivera 

:iy sen~ tween the wife of Felix Lon- Three Rivera, Tena. Chamber of Commerce, and 
:-am I would 1ladly belplgorla and the rest of the family, Dear Mr. Kenned7: ot.her people, do not condemn 

. Be trice Lon orta tncludlns b11 parent& For Ver/I I wish to actnowledp Jour Mr. T. w. Kenned)' at tbla Ume. 
r~ve; asked b:r 1f apparent reaaona, I dld not w1ah leUer dated Jan. 12 11(Jltch I re- Mr. Kennedy apoke hutllJ, ~d 
ber husband to have I to br1n1 th1a out at that time, ceived todaJ. I want to thank In anger. That 11 panted.; Be 

b d ab aid and refrained for aome ttme, but JOU for your otter, however, I waa a "damnrantee," the 
onora an e ' ln all falmeu to myself J be- feel that it la atlll too late. aame aa L I dld not expect the 

that the minute she lleYe Ulat lt abould be atated MJ husband will be buried 1n people to back him, any more 
tele . from the now. I did not want trouble 1n .Arllnston National cemetery, than I would expect them to b!lck 

to : me tm- the funeral chapel. In that con- Wublnlton. D. C. JI)' thank.I me tn atmllar clicumatancea .. 
nd 1 would contact nectlon I felt that Mn. Lon- and gratitude to the people of · Mr. Kennedy, unqueationablJ. 

'IC&n Lesion ana we gorla would or should be able Three R\•en for thelr eentlment made a mJ.atake. l&rgel)' d\le to 
the necfU&l'J ar- to handle the altuatlon 1n her on Ule .Uer. the tact that he 11 a newcomer 
She aalil that ahe own houe, but, ln&mluch u I I wan~ to let JOU mow tbat to TeuL But hll netghborlns 

that could not deDJ the enUaDce of I bear n IJ'Udp and stlll thhlk Texana had accepted blm. Now 
the 1ut 1 manl trom anyone at the chapel 1t m11bt great.17 . all of -~e people from , theJ do no~ condemn him for 
rtce Lonaorta. lead to fallliq trouble. I did uee Three a,y.era. t am IOITJ .tbout Ulla one mlatake. I hope that if 
WILLIAM JL 8M1'l'R, the word that the "wbltea would the whole matw. I eYer mate aa aerloua a mlatate 
rTlce OfftCK Lin Oak not llke It." I wu referrtnc to 81noerelJ 70ura, theJ wtll do the aame tor me. 
, Oeorse W~ Tau. (Continued lD n ext colUJDA) MRS. BKATRICB LONGORIA. I &m proud to be & Taanl 
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IRIDAY MORNING, MARCH 11, 1949 

tl.ongoria Incident 
'Aired in Probe 

Testimony Token by House Committee 
At Investigation in Three Rivers 

By BILL REDDE LL 
San Antonio Expresa Staff W riler 

THREE RIVERS, ~tarch 10.-The "Cull story" or the 
F elix Longor la "incident.' ' was being unravel.ed here Thurs-I 
d y n ·ht and it looked like the llttl~ town of ::?,000 people 
'i''OU!d be clesred of any taint of discrunmalton in so far ., 
th burl:il of it.. • .:ir dead is concr.-rned. Chairnu..n Cecil 
S torey of th1 ~ i.nv t Pl· 
Inf C:Ol'\mlllff of UI~ H oot of 
R.t-prHrnUIUTe.c c ,II d r~~ I.ht! 
• tu ll stncy'' in tllfU.'1ttC " r1 
qu111t of O:>mml\te.man :"rank 
Oltorl or Marlin to llmlt th• 
..iop. or the prnbe '° the m!tlal 
"ref 1 or d!.lco\lt'ai'Cm~nt • 01 
UI• use or the tuMrsl hom" hvt 
to \le Widow" or Longort1. Th· 
sold~r wu ldllld o:n. 1.us. 'I dur 
lnc the war. I 

T Umony has brau111c OUL 
Ulew PQln1&: 
e 'that no nqu"t wu e\1'9r l 
Dl.M.le for I.bl UM or the funerJ! 
chapel. 
e Thi\ the lUu Funeral Home 
own.tr, T V.'. K•nnM,J Jr~ f 
4ld U"l>Ublt Whfll th• wLJow DI 
otbnr mam~ t>f Ule !~mily 
.. th~ there after the bod)-1 
an1v..t. 
• That the bQdy nenr was In 
ThfM ftt~cl"S arttt it Wil• .r.. 
t urn.ct trom OYttMN. 
e T b t I.ht lnvesUpllon 'Item 
~ from a r.quen tro111 Dr 
Jleaor C~ ot CorpUll Ol · ti. 
vr-iMnt at the America., G l 
Forum th,,... 
e Thiat Dr. Glt'da ·t 1.11 a 
r ttll '1t•t"' o! iuch ln v t • 
lJull . 

l\•nHly "'-.A In U1• wllntN 
chair 111 monitor d11.1111na tia I 
nr- rtrnr 111 trylns t<1 rnak .. 
t wiu1l arr.an~•m .. nt . 

11.'ot Dealed 
He t ll . I LI.a 11 110 time 

were bl.I t .ctUtl a•l'll~ ~M I 
Hnll'lef! Le , lduw of the 
d~ad soMI"' H1t l ilt 1n 1n the 
ncord hi• wrmff! o.lftr eattn d· 
Inf hi• lull ... rv1 to th.­
Widow and h u wrtuen e.sprei;. 
sum or app~llllon for 1t. 

Tilt dbpute al"CW<!' over a rt 
ou 1 f Ml'! ti) ltu urn bo-"tr 11 
ZMmbrn ot the Longor a t ID11J 
a nd Ua• Ytidow, t.Umon.J 
v I . x .. nncdy pld that L er 
he bMI t.lrtt'Cl unnctmtnta ht 
hard of th~ 11.rlr·u• fllntlly con· 
d.ltlOn and lh.ll h• dtrcour1n..t 
llff l)f hi. (hap;tl, !IUllCt!*tlft& 
Unit a prlvat.c: h~ he urtod 

He ld ha orttl'\"J th• fU· 
benl b~a IU'Vk an m l' Ina 
the C3Sktt ready, ~c and ti • 
thi. met wlUl th• :ppr •\'111 ot I 
the 11rldow, 

The commt~ ttluwd c.o 
allow KcnuecU" to so into \le 
JlllUrt ol "Ule 1tr1out {lmJ:IJ 
dbp\Jt•." 

Kenoecly aid nci J I rs 
weren't Involved at aJI. 

Hi a I.lo teinltlll'd lh :at ln a 
""h•~" telrphone e.xdt ~ 
•Ith Dr. Htc10!' Carela of th• 
Amertcan CI F orum in COTP\lf 
ChrilU, he had uRd llOmt •ua 
fo.rtunate ll'rm1not~· and that 
be ~d •Polo~ 

Kennedy saJd '1• ad• -d the 
widow throuab btt ~ that 
he ,... ready and wtlllna &.o 
1nab whatever tunttal arrana-­
menta abe wu!\td, 1DcJudl.n( u 
of ~ a.nd all ot au. fKil11.I . 
but that the Widow ¥ 111 to m:tkt 
~P b · Dllnd and lit nun k,n.,.,., 
•hat she want4d. 

Batborla.Dd oa 8tAacl 
Th m S. Suth•rland, e~· 

t tv.- --cret.uy ot l h t' Tvas Good 
N .1hiioor Comm~ toolc the 
au.ad tn th# aJlUhOu. K if "WU~ 
~ Rep. James W, 

Wltl.d.bam. -
Sulllnl•nd twtlflfd that lbc­

complalllt a&&lnll lhe ThrN IUV· 
era rucu•ral ho~ h..a4 l)rtain tf'd 
with Dr. ClMda. It "'U brousht 
out. that nobooty hut Or c .• rct~ 
h•li nque.IAd an ln\' tlptlnn 

JWp Tom Chc:atham of Cu ro 
tmmb.r of IJw commlttH k 
Sulblt'land b ·'W mU¥ of 1.Ju 
30 •n•f"ltJptfotl Sut.h.-rlanc1 hod 
C!'Jnduaed In Ult ., t :t~ r ha1f 
b«n l"ffl!leiltaod b:<' Dr. fi1n:la. 

Af'«' .. ni h.na trc. rn Lh" cm 1 r 
th.It \h• 'lir-tl•:in •h ultl ))f' n. 
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SA~ ANTONIO 

r Baff ht 

FULL SERVICES OFFERED-Three Rivers funeral home owner, T. W. • Jr., rirht ore rou d~ tell, 
Hou e committee in t.i •a in "Felix Lon:roria in ident' that hi compl te ff i were offered for burial 
the oldier killed in the war. His coun M. A. Childe . i at left for ound. The commitl • left to ri1h , 
include Rep. Frank Oltorf, Marlin; Ref. James W. i dbam Liv i t n· Chairman ~cil o o ; 
Rep. B ron Tin . I · Greenville; and Rep. Tom Chea h n Cuero. · ~ t i Aines Miller. Austin. 
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·Truntlin Aide ·-! 

Attends Rites 
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Garcia, in excepting to the com; HEARLNG .mittee's refusal to permit the state; 
. ·, . " """ . . 

men.t to be entered · in .test.imo.riy. . :·.·f (Coiltinued From Page One.)turned a:nd handed a iyped s~~e . t . . 
ment to members of the pr~~ ­ Kennedy:.that he had refused useIThe statement,. said ::in, . 1 1)~t tiib; .of the ·chapel l rid .that her sister· 1 Guadalupe ,Longoria ,Sr,~1!. Wished : 
state ,that·'1'my - sijtr~ ' ,*1dowf }Be . had ·come to Corpus ·christi and 
trice ~ongori~/" an& ' r\~i~!e~~ nevf told her about : it. ·Then· ahe said 
had.-any ,personal ,-diffe · · :' She' ~ennedy told 'her that Dr~ Garcia ,
mem:_ber~ .ot her .·· fpm · '" · E!.. . had called ·him and _"acted very !
members ·of · :my · ! fa dL .smart' ~ about it. She_ quoted .Ken­
~~~~~~iw~ . nedy as ·saying that he .had a lot 

1the Qe'$tV'"'O~~ter!lls:..~; ~~ v . , of 'Latin · American friends . but 
· ·(Funeral director .. ':tg . . er t9a:t that made no difference, "the
nedy Jr., testified eaf}ier befpre whites. wouldn't like it."
the committee that lie discoUr­ Rep'. 'Byron Tensley asked Miss
aged use · of .the . funeral cha-pel ··for . Moreno why she . did not .appeal
the. Longoria seivices1 because :of \ tp Kennedy .for s.atisfactory i11ner­
"ill feeling" between~; Longotia's '\ ~I arrangements ?n Three Rivers.
widow and the soldier'~ blood-..rela­ e answered that he. (Kennedy)
tions , and not b~causJ.ei of his La:tin Iad already refu.sed use of · the : 

1 
American ancestry). · , apeJ. • . - i 

~ Sara Moreno, siste · of Mrs. 'Bea­ ¥, Some of his questions and her ' 
, trice Longoria, an!d Gladys Blu­ \ ~1swers follow : .
cher, secretary-nurse to Dr. Hec­ i' Question : "Are you absolutely · 
tor P. Garcia of , Cornus Christi , ~Ure he denied?" · i 
also testified during ·the morning · ~Answer: "I took my Hister's f 

session. · word for it." 
1Miss Moreno now a resident of Question: "How did she appear 1

Corpus Christi said that she for­ to you, at the time?" 1 

merly lived in Three Rivers and ~nswer : "She appeared heart 
went to "the segregated Mexican broken and disappointed that she
school in r.J.'hree Rivers." could not get the · chapel." j

She said that she never met Ken· Question : "Isn't it possible that I 
ne'dy but talked to him - over the she might not have remembered 
telephone. She said ·that Kennedy everything that happened?"

' telephoned Corpus Christi and ~nswer: "I knew that ,she was
asked for her sister. She said that tellmg everything right." 
she (Miss Moreno) talked with Ken- ! i Question : " Didn't you think it 
nedy and explained that her sis· l I was worth a: call to Kennedy!"
ter was broken hearted and c~ld ; I Answe! : " No." · 
not come to the phone. ! 

Tells of Phone Call 


Miss Moreno said that she 1told · 

(See HEARING, Page l&.) t 
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BULLETIN 
THREE RIVERS;_Tlle House 

"~ ·~ .. · - ···- ·- ·· •--e~ · committee 
lnvestigatlng the Felix Long· 
oria reburial incident .ended its · 
session at Three Rivers at noon 
today and recessed until if re­
convenes at Austin probably 
next week•. 

By JOHNNIE BROWN 

Times Staff Wtiter 


THREE RIVERS -Rep. Tom 
Cheatham of Cuero protested 
that the investigation of the Lon· 
goria incident had gone "far 
afield" this morning when 'Attar· 
ney Gus Garcia, San Antonio, askeq 

Statement Given Out 

. ! 
Mayor J. K. Montgomery on cross 1 chairman of the House of Repre- l 
examination if there is segrega­ sentatives investigating committee, I ' tion in the Three Rivers ceme­ said that the Three Rivers inquiry I 
tery and' barber shops. was expected to end today. 1· 

In resp0nse to the question Mont­ ·The five members of the com· 

gomery answered that the ceme· 
 mi~tee. a~e instructed to report 1 
tery was · connected but that .it is their fmdmgs by .next Tuesday. ....J 
a custom. for Latin Americans to . At the outset of the morni?g ses- 1 
bury on one side and Anglo Amer­ s10n. today Attorney Garcia. was 1 

icans on another. Some barber reprimanded by Storey for his re- I 
shops refuse to serve Latia Amer- marks i~ connec~ion _ with . his at· \ 
icans. ' :· · tempted mtroduction of a ·faur-page , 

Montgorri.erv said he did not statement by Guadalupe Longori'.1•1 
·know about "the recently opened Sr., fa~her of the deceased Fehx 

barber shop next to the Rota ry 
Long-ona. 

'Hall where the investigation is be· 
-ing conducted. 

Rep. Cec~l Stor~y of Lo~gview, 



IPU·BLICITY MOST DISTURBING 3 - /)- '7'-·9 
Longoria InCid.ent Is Termed I 

i 
I 'Largely a Newspaper Matter' 
j 
! 

By JOHNNIE BROWN 
Caller Staff Writer 

THREE RIVERS - T. S. Suther~ 
land, of Austin , executive secre­
tary of the Texas Good Neighbor 
Commission, Thursday described 
the nationwide incident arising 
over reburial arrangments f o r 
Pvt. Felix Longoria as "largely a 
newspaper matter," rather than 
anything that the people of Three 
Rivers were disturbed about. 

Sutherland told the Texas House 
of Representatives investigating 

committee here that this was his 
impression of the matter after an 
investigation by the commission. 
He said that residents here did not 
seem to be very disturbed about 
the actual incident, but that they 
were disturbed about the publicity 
the Live Oak County town receiv· 
ed. 

The commission's executive sec­
retary was one of five 'Witnesses 
called to testify after the legisla· 
tive committee opened an investi­
gation into the Longoria matter 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR TESTIFIES-T. W. Kennedy, Jr., left facing investigators, is 
shown above as he testified Thursday morning before a Texas House of Representatives 
committee at Three Rivers. M. A. Childers, of San Antonio, the funeral director's 
counsel~ is shown at right. Back of Kennedy is Harry Schulz, of Three Rivers, counsel 
for Mayor J. K. Montgomery, in the investigation of the incident arising over the recent 
reburial arrangements for Pvt. Felix Longori~ (Caller Staff Photo). 

Thursday morning. The investiga.· 
tion is being held in the Three 
Rivers Rotary . Hall, and will be 
resumed at 9 o'clock Fr id a. y 
morning, Rep. Cecil Storey, of 
Longview, chairman of the group, 
said. 

The co~mittee was assigned ·to . 
investigate · nationwide noteriety i 
this area received as result of fun- · 
eral arrangements for Longoria, 
war veteran returned ea rly this 
year from Luzon for reburial. After 
discussions over the arrangements 
which w~re given national public- , 
ity, the body was reburied in Ar-
1 i n g t o n National Cemetery at : 
Washington , D. C. 
Reports Tuesday 

The committee has been. instruc­
ted to make its r eport on the in· 
vestigation by next Tuesday. While 
approximately 35 persons are list­
ed as probable witnesses, mem­
bers of the investigating group in­
dicated that only part of them may 
actually be called and that they, · 
the investigators, hope to be back ; 
in Austin working on other mat- , 
ters Monday. ; 

J. K. Montgomery, mayor of , 
Three Rivers for the past 18 1 
years, testified that he wired Dr. I 
Hector P. Garcia, of Corpus Chris- \ 
ti, head of the GI Forum, advising 
him that- Funeral Director T. W. , 
Kennedy, Jr., did not ref~e use l 
of his chapel for Longoria'~ fun- \ 
eral, that a chapel funeral here i 
could be. arranged, or that the ser- ' 
vices could be conducted in his 1 

(Montgomeryls) home, if desired. l 
The mayor said , in answer. to 1 

questions propounded by Gus C. 
Garcia, of San Antonio. counsel for 
Mrs. Beatrice Longoria , the sol­
dier 's widow, that he received no 1 

reply from Dr. ·Garcia or Mrs. 
Longoria regarding the offe r. 
Montgomery said that he knew 
Longoria in his lifetime before the 

Turn to Page 22, Column 1 

/ 
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tONGoRiA 
(Continued From Pago One.) 

war, that they had worked for , 
the same company. 

Mayor Montgomery was the fin· 
al witness during Thursday's ses· 
sion and he insisted in his testi- i 
mon'y that Latin American~ aren't ; 
discriminated against in this towu • 
of approximately 2,~00. 

Attorney Garcia ·asked if the 1 

community did not have separate 
cemeteries. 

"I believe they are connected," , 
Montgomery said. · 

1 

"By custom are some buried ~~ \ 
one side and s~me on . another. :i 

questioned Garcia, and the mayor • 
said that he did not know. 

When the attorney asked if the 
city has an ordinance prohibiting 
discrimination, Mayor Montgomery 
said that it did not. 

Rep. Tom Cheatham, of Cuero, 1 

a member of the investigating 
committee, asked Montgomery if t 

any .. incidents had arisen making 
such an ordnance necessary, and 
he answered, "No." 
Tempers Flare 

Tempers flared briefly when a 
former deputy sheriff, George Flo· 
res, was called tO' testify. Garc~a 

1 objected under the rules of evi • 1 

dence because Flores had been in 
the building and had heard part I 
0f the previous testimony. · . 

Cheatham insisted that Garcia 
should have known that an officer 
would be excused from the rule. 
Garcia said that he did not know 
~hat · Flores was an officer, and 
Cheatham replied that he . should 
'know before he ~·popp~d off." 

The first few questions. asked 
Flores ·-revealed that Cheatham 
was wrong, that he was not _an 
officer, but was a former Live 
Oak County deputy. By agreement 
ot all concerned his testimony con­
tinued. 

Flores testified that he had ar­
rested Guadalupe Longoria, Jr., 
brother of the deceased soldier, 
late in 1947, together with another 
man following a disturbance at a . 
dance hall here. He said that they 
pleaded guilty and paid fines. . I 

The committee refused to permit 
the Lcstirnony to go any further to : 
dete rmine the rcasor, for the 

1 

" t rouble" the two men had, be- l 

cause it did not want to go into : 
an 'investio-ation as to the moral '. 
behavior of the war veteran's wife. 1 

Garcia objected at this point 
to the "chair" referring to Mrs. 
Longoria's character, insisting that 
it would be all right with him for 
the committeemen to investigate 
along this line if they so desired. 

Another committeeman, Rep. B. 
R. Tinsley. of Greenville, cut in t? 
tell Garcia, "Perhaps you don t 
<:are, but I do." 

Funeral Director Kennedy told 
the committee earlier in the day 
that he discouraged use · of his 
fune ral chapel for the Longoria 
services because of an "ill feeling" 
in the Longpria family . 

Fint Request 
He explained further that no re- 1 

quest ever had 0een made pre­
viously for use of the chapel for 
a Latin American funeral and that 
he felt that.. it was the custom of 
Latin Americans to have their ser­
vices in a private home or in a 
church 

"These are the only reasons why j 
I discouraged the chapel arrange- 1 

ment-and not because they were 
Latin American." the Three Rivers 
undertaker emphasized. 

Kennedy said that DL Garcia 
telephoned him the night of Tan. 
10 and asked why he refused chapel . 
services for Longoria. 

''I tried to .ell him I didn't re­
fuse but that I tried to discourage 
it " 'Kennedy testified. "I believe 
h~ was mad-I know I was mad." 

The Three Rivers funeral dir­
ector said that he used bad tet·m­
inoloooy when he said that, "The 
whit; people wouldn't like it." He 
said that he apologized for the · 
statement. In explaining the state- i 
ment. he said that he was think­
ino· that there might be another 
tu?ie ral at the same time as th~ 
Lono-oria funeral, that there might 
be trouble between Longoria's 
blood relatives and his widow, and 
that people connected with the 
other funeral might object. 
Requested · Action 

Sutherland testified that theo com­
mission was asked to take action 
in the matter by Dr. Garcia. He 
said that he (Sutherland) telephon­
ed Kennedy and asked that the 
ri tcs be held in the funeral chapel. 
He quoted Kennedy as s'.1-ying. "The 
white people would ob.iect to that 
an~l T couldn ' t start that sort of 
thin°.-." 

Fi~1ally, Sutherland testifie~. Ken­
nedy , said that the Longor~a re­
bw.ial rites could beo held m the 
chap.el, "If the family insist!." 
Membe~" of .the committee ques· 

I 
tioned Sutherland concerning the 
policy of the Good Neighbor f;om­
mission in acting on charges of 
alleged discrimination. The execu­
tive secretary said that the agency 
tried to get both sides of a contro­
versary and then help the commun­
ity affected solv~ the problem it­
self. 

Rep. Frank Oltorf. of Marlin, 
committee member, objected to the 
line of questioning and asked other 
committeemen if thev did not think 
that "this is turning into an in­
vestigation of the Texas Good Nei­
ghbor Commission, instead of the 
Longoria incident." 

Storey said that he thought the 
questions were r elevant to the 
probe-. 

Cheatham asked if Dr. Garcia 
v..-as "quite an asker" on investi­
gations . Suther land first declined 
to r eply , but further questioning 
brought this answer: "If asking c 
four or five investigations makes 
him a requester, then he is." 

Kennedy said that after his tele­
phone conversations with Dr. Gar· 
cia and later with a C01·pus Christi 
Caller-Times reporter, the night of 
Jan. 10, he tried to talk with Mrs. 
Beatrice Longoria in Corpus Chris­
ti by telephone, but that her sister 
told him that she could not undt?r­
stand a nd that she (the sister) 
""' " ' ''~~\lot. . 

He said he told the sister that 
if there was any misunderstanding 
that he humbly apologized, and that ' 
all of my facilities would be wail­
able, if desired. 

"I told her 'if you go into a store 
and buy a pair of shoes that don't 

1 
fit, do, you call Dr. Garcia?' I said 
that all she rieeded to do was con­
tact me and we'd make other ar­
rangements. I told her it was~ 't 
because of Latin Americans that 
we tried to discourage the funeral. " 1 Father Appears 
· Guadalupe Longoria . Sr .. 66 year 
old father of the deceased soldier 
and a resident of Three Rivers for 
25 years, denied on the stand that 
he had had any differences with 
Mrs. Beatrice Longoria. 

Garcia questioned the father con­
cerning a statement of fact on . the 
reburi.al incident signed on Feb. 
20. Storey said that evidence al- , . 
ready introduced showed the in- J 

vestigation was ordered Feb. 17. 
The statement of fact was not al­
lowed to be ir.troduced as evidence. 

Montgomery saic' that the elder­
ly Longoria refused to sign a state- . 
ment to which his signature was 
requested by a Thl"ee Rivers group 
trying to arrange to have the body 
brought here. Among those in the 
group were S. F. Ramsey and 
Montgomery, the mayor testified. 

The mayor presented a 11and-
1 written letter which he said Gua­
dalupe Longoria, Jr., delivered!' to 
him. The elderly Longoria said 
that he knew nothing of this letter 
either. -

It said in part, "I am very sorry 
because I cannot sign any state­
ment" (regarding the arrange­
ments.) The letter explained that 
the soldier's widow had authority 
to make the arrangements. The 
letter added that too writer did 
not "blame all the white people of 
this town for what happened," and 
"Excuse us for what you ha ve 
read in the newspapers." 

Members· of the investigating 
body and the press ·had a chicken 
dinner at Ray's Cafe Thursday 
noon, with the Three Rivers 
Chamber of CommercP. •U host. 
President Ramsey attended the 
luncheon. 
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By ROY GRIMES 
San Antonio Express Austin Corresp~ndent 

AUSTIN, Feb. 19.-A threat to the safety of Rep. J. F. 
Gray of Three Rivers, whose bill to abolish the Texas Good 
~eighbor Commission has ~eveloped into a center of storm 
m the . 51st Legislature, was , disclosed . Saturday. It . was 
learned _that the front wheel lugs on the representative's 
automobile were loosened while . 
it was parked on the Capitol adopted had not called for that, 
grounds Thursday night, appar- and Gray took up the challenge. 
ently with the intent of caus- Deliberate Attempt 1 

ing an accident. While Gray declined to give l 
<?ray's bill against the good any details of the car-tampering · 

neighbor commission and his 1 case, other sources said there ; 
resolution calling for an investi- was no doubt the wheel lugs 1 
gation of the Felix Longoria pad been loosened ..in a deliber- j 
burial incident because of un- ate attempt to cause an acci- 1 
fa_vorable publicity to Three dent. When the car was checked .'> 

Rivers have provoked a cross- later, they reported, - wrench 
fire . of dissension during the marks on the lugs which had ~ 
·past . week.: Rio Grande Valley not_ before been loosened were 1 
representatives, with A. J . Vale I plam to see. Gray was urged ~ 
of Rio Grande City as spokes- to report the incident to -the l 
man, hav~ headed up opposition . . Texas . Depa:r:_tm_e~~ . .of :· ~u}?lic .

1
. 

to both measures. Safety but preferred ·· not ·to 
No Report Made do so. . 

No official report was made Friends of Gray doubted there ~ 
of the wheel lug tampering and had been any_ effort to stea.l the I; 

Rep. Gray declined comment wheels and tire$ from the rep­
from his home in Three Rivers resentative's car, since the hub 
Saturday. However, he did ad- caps after being removed had 
mit that __ the lugs on the front been carefully replaced and l 
wheels had been loosened, and there would ~av:e been . no 1 
the condition was discovered be- reason to ·do this if a theft at- l 
cause "a car just doesn't run tempt had· been interrupted. j 
very good when it's like that." Speaker of the House Dur-1 

The legislature adjourned for W?od lV~anfor? said Saturday he I 
the week end Thursday and w1~l wait until next week to ap­
normally Rep. Gray might have p01:it the . fiv~-member investi· 
been expected to start the drive gatm~ comm1.ttee set up in 
home to Three Rivers Thursday ~rays resolution. The resolu- j 
night. He stayed over until t10n was a.dopted by · a vote of : 
Fright night because of Ieais- 104 to 20_ m the House Thurs- i 
Iative business. 1'> day. despite the efforts of Reps. ; 

Controversy over the Three 
Rivers representative's bill and 
resolution reached a high point 
of temperature Friday when he 
was faced in a crackling press 
conference by R. · R. (Bob) 

"Smith of Houston, chairman of 
the 'Good Neighbor Commission, 
and Tom Sutherland of Austin 
executive secretary. Smith in ef~ 
feet qemanded a full-scale in­
vestigation of the commission, 
a. l though the re~olution as 

Vale, Abraham Kazen of Laredo, 
Joe Kilgore of McAllen and · 
others to block it. 

Burial in Arlington 
Both the bill and the resolu­

tion grew out of burial plans 
for Pfc. Felix Longoria, a Latin: 
American infantryman killed on 
Luzon whose body was returned 
in January. It assumed the pro­
portions of an international.Jn­
cident when. charges were made 

Continued o~ge 4, Col. 4 
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LO~~ening ~f Lugs on Sdloli's"* 
.. 

Car Held Attempt to ·Injure Him 
Continued from Page 1 I sued by the commission were Three Rivers case had nothing 

-- untruthful, main 1 y a report to do with the situation. 
t~at T. W. Kennedy, Jr., a Three I from Sutherland that diploma.tic. Smith said he welcomed the · 
Rivers undertaker and w.orld conversations in Mexico City investigation, and that his com­
War II veteran, had declmed on a farm labor contract with mission has never been one to 
use of his chapel for the fu- the United States had been take a position of "apologizing 
nera~. Kennedy ~!aimed it w.as "stopped" because of the Lon· and whining." . · j 
a m1sunderstandmg, not .racial aoria incident. The contract was "If you find in this investiga- · 
discrimination, that caused the ~igned two days after the re· tion that any employe of the 
situation .to develo~. . port had been made, and spokes- commission has lied," Smith 

Longoria was buried with f~ll men for the J\'Iexican Govern- told Gray, "I'll fire them im­
military honor~ Vvednesday m , ment were quoted as saying the mediately. But if you are wrong, 
Arlington National Cemetery, 1------------- I want you to promise that 
Washington. Arrangements were : I you'll be man enough to stand 
made by the office of U.S. Sen. 

1 
up and admit it." I 

Lyndon B. Johnson. The widow, I G d th h. 11 
Mrs. Beatrice Longoria of Three \ ray __ accepte . e _:_a enge. 
Rivers; a daughter, two sisters ! 
and three brothers attended the 

. services. 
In Friday's heated conference. · 

Gray told Smith that his chief ; 
reason for seeking elimination : 
of the Good Neighbor Commis· 
sion was that "I think it's use­
less. Conditions now are no bet­
ter than before it was estab­
lished. In fact, I think they are I 
worse." 

Conditions No Better 
. Smith called the representa­

tive to account on a statement 
Gray had made that reports is· t 
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lnvesiig3tion 

~ Of Longoria 

Case

/ 

· Called 
CCCaller 2h.8/~9

Hearings on'Rac1al 
Discrimination 
Are ·To Be Public 
AUSTIN, Feb. 17. (AP)­

Legislative investigation of 
~ the row over reburial of Felix 
Lc;mgoria, a Latin American ' 
soldier killed on Luzon, ·was 
ordered today by the Texas 
House of Representatives. 

Rep. J. F. Gray , of Three 
Rivers, the town where 

, South Texas Latin American 
groups charged· a funeral home 
declined use of its chapel by the 
Longo:x;ia family, said he wanted ! 
to find out the true facts. j 

Charges Denied · ' 
The funeral home director de- I 

nied the charges by the Latin 
American groups. I 

An investigation is needed to 1 

clear up "conflicting reports that I 
have been cit.culated and continue I 
to circulate, .some such . reports . 
alleging that discrimination hadI 
been shown in the handling of his 
(Longoria 's) funeral arrange­
ments," Gray ·said in his resolu- ! 
tion. • I 

The vote in favor o! investiga- 1 
tion was 104 to 20. Speaker Dur- I 
wood Manford will name a fivt'- I 

man com!lJ.ittee to conduct the in - j 
quiry and report back before I 
March 15. A $1,000 appropriation to 
cover expenses was authorized. 
Public Hearings Asked ! 

"Do you propose that all hear- I' 

ings by this committee shall be 
public hearings?" Rep. Abraham 
Kazen Jr., of Laredo asked Gray. ! 

"WeU, that's not in the resolu- i 
tion, but in all countries r.uled bl. . · 
democracy that is taken for grant 
ed," Gray replied. 1 

Gray's resolution had to b 
amended to provide for the $1,000 ; 

1 

appropriation. · +1 i 

That action came after Kazen 
advised Gray: "If you are g6ing ~ 
to get anything more than a white- I 
wash committee, you had better ! 
get enough money to make the ; 
thorough kind of' inv.e~tigation yo1' 
want." .· . 'fl 



.. ...,,..,,rtmr ,511:tfe!?ua , ,~,I 

'An · ·op~"ri '.:Letter to. Senator .Johnso 

a 

a 
call 

·H .. L .··d· ·;:- B J h Three Rive;s News l/2)/49
on. yn on . o nson 

United States· Senate 
Washington, D. C. 
bear Senator 

Your answer to certam telegrams 
sent you from Three Rivers, relative 
to the burial of Feli~: 'Lorgoria, has 
caused considerable doubt in the 
minds of some 0f your supporters as 
to whether or not you really are 
representing all of the people in this 
matter. 

In answer to one of these telegrams 
you stated, "No action of mine has 
2nforced any stigma· on anyone." 
Kindly read the editorial from the 
Detrol.t Free Press, study the cartoon 
and draw your own conclt;sion. 

Previous to your action, . not 
one word had been said in 
Three Rivers as to where this Ameri­
can soldier would be burri2d. other 
than the Longoria family lot in the 
Three Rivers Cemetery, where his 
father and family, would have liked 
for him to rest. where the dtizens of 
Three Rivers, Veterans and all others 
would have given him an American 
soldier's burial in hi.:. own native 
town. 

This was to be the return of the 
body of one of our citizens who had 
given his life for his country and be­
fore this situation developed, ar­

. r:mgements haL~. been made by the 
brothers of Felix with the local A­

; merican Legion Post for a military 
i funeral. Arrangements that were
l no different from any pther 
\ burial of any other American 
i soldier. Officers of the post have in­
l formed us that the burial detail, firing
11 

1' squad and even pall bearers had 
bee~ arranged for and even now are 
alerted for they have never been in­
forme~ that the body would not be 
buried here. 

;1 Therefore, Senator, you can very 
~~asily understand wfiy the citizens of 
·Three Rivers wer~ so stunned when 
over the radio and in the papers came 
reports that yol' had made arrange­
ments to have F t>lix buried in Arling­
ton Cemetery. 

This, then, had become national 

not Mr. Kennedy, but all citizens 
Three Rivers, Live 10ak County 
the State of Texas. 

We certainly do not uphold 
Kenedy in his answer to Garcia 
the newspaper when he was 
by telephone and told how to ~un 
business and in ~tating that the "whit 
wouldn't like it." Mr. Kennedy is 
young man and anxious to succeed i ·i 
his business, having purchased th ·I\ 

business on Janu~ry 1, 1949, so whe _'., 
these calls came ~ l n after he had mad· '.\ 
accepteab:le arrangements with the 1 

widow of Felif', his reaction was~ 
probably the S~( 'Tle as ,SOUl'S-Withouti 
first finding out ' all 'the facts he moreiJ 
or less lost hi3 head and ::.aid things ! 
of which he is r.0w very so1ry. · 

In view of these fa cts some a rc 
wondering· why you so promptly in- _ 
formed certain people outside of Thr8e 
Rivers that you wonld see that Felix; 
was buried in Arlington National Ce- ' 
metary, or words to that effect. 

If you could read some of the: 
vile letters that we businessmen and . 
officials are receiving blaming 
the citizens of Three Rivers, . 

-'Live Oak County and State of Texas,{ 
·you could not but feel that you had 
some part in it. 

Of course no .one here expects to.: 
tell you how you should run your 
business, but it does seem reasonabl 1 

to believe that ha.d you thought o:fl· 
us as you seemir·gly thought of other; ; 
you could have c:.t least requested a:1 '.I 
explanation from on~ of our city of- I 

1 
ficials. Had thi;; con.ie to pass Felix .I 
would still have a chance to be 
buried in Three Rivers as we citizen~ ] 
want him to be, his family and friend~. · 
in Three Rivers would be happy, hi~ 
friends and relatives from surround-1 
~ng towns could · still come to ·visit his! 
grave, and he would rest peacefully in 

0"his ''nat1ve' town·, "w'fiei ·e . all--mfri-are 
treated fair and equal. ­

We have a1ways; resp~ted t he 
law-makers of our country and have 
been proud of the men we have sent 
to Congress-please do not let u s 
dcwn. 

aews-wires and letters began com­

ing in-not to Mr. Kenedy who had Respectfully yours, 


:nade the mistake-but to the Cham­ Cecil Cunningham, .i 


ber of Commerce, citizens of Three I Della Goeb~l 'I 


Rivers, the Mayor and others blaming Editor~
3 
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LJ.ndon Johnson ,,"s:c::or'1,,~ ,Cl0ture; . 
'NO Gag in Cam_· ···p· a_~, lqm:- .t~~'_ ~ -~n,e~it~$ . 

. - - f ·· _31,~. ,, . ._ J~::~'"''u'. 
WASHINGTON, March 9. (JP)-Sen. ~yndon Johnson :; of 

Texas opened the ninth clay of the Southern filibuster In the 
Senate today, as ad~lnlstr~ion leaders decided they will 
make 'an· effort to~o'no'Y! .to Jir,ak ~he talkathon through ·a 
parliamentary maneuver~;,·bemocrabc Leader Lucas of Illi· 
nois announced the ·move was approved In a huddle of 

"Xorth.!~And Western party .• mel!'bers. . _ 
The plan Is thl11 Lucas will file ·a petltiqn for cloture. 

meaning a limitation of de· 
bate. ·That will force a ruling 
by Vice-President Barkley on 
whether debat• can be llm· , 
·lt!!d In the_ present parliainen· j 

Southern ·Sena ton contend -.. t.bai 
it can. not .. Technically, the busi­
ness before the -Senate Is a motion 
by Lucas to take up a propo&ed 
anti-filibuster change 1n Senate 
rules. 

If Barkley rules the present de­
bate can ,be limited, the Southern­
ers ·can appeal to the Senate",Tha.t 
means the. Senate 'YQuld v,ot&- .(qn) 
whether or n,ot .BarfTey ruled. , ed!,-.~ rectly; ~ - · · - - - · · -

1 ' -if the cloture petition is de-
1 feated, which . I hope it . is . not, we 
i will be right back where we are 1 

; now," Lucas said. "Our course then 1 

i would be the subject for another 
i conference." 
! Lucas has indicated in talks with 
! reporters previously that the whole 
I_! situation, in that event, would be I 
i checked to President Truman. 

I- The President would have to i 
: decide whether anY' more efforts I 
I should be made to get an anti-
, filibuster rule through the Sen-

ate. The administration wants 
such a rule to clear the wa.y for 
the President's "civil rights" pro-
gram. -... 

i But the fact that the present fili- · 
buster is preventing action on other 
administration measures puts pres-

; sure . on the White House to drop 
: the idea. 
· On the Senate floor, the South- i 
erners took up their filibuster after i 

' a day of rest due to Republica:rt 
speeches, with Texas Senator John­
son leading off. 

Johnson, otherwise an adminis­
tration supporter, is one of a score 
of Southern Democrats who oppose · 
the-~ivil _rights p~°-~r~m. 

tary situation. . . _ ·- _ 

'.l'ne '.l'exatt' ·told .nts colleagues 1 

in a lengthy prepared speech that 
the Senate ls "being asked to 
choose between. the freedom to 
enact laws hastily and the free­
dom to speak." 
"For me," he said, "there is no 

choice. I cannot embrace any free- ' 
dom which demands, u the terms : 
of its existence, the imprisonment 
of another and more precious free­
dom." 

Johnson said he wu ··"profundly 
impressed with the weight and pow­
er of unlimited debate" in last year's 
Presidential campaign, 

He said the information was 
abroad in the country "that the 
Democratic Party was doomed to 
defeat." 

"But there was no cloture rule 
on the man in the White House," 
the Texan said. "There was no I 
rule limiting him to. an hour's de- ~ 
bate because two-thirds of the na­
tion thought they had heard from 
him all they could hear." I 
Johnson, who traveled for a pe­

riod with Mr. Truman on his cam­
paign train, said the people changed . 
their minds because the President 
"dared to keep speaking." 11 

Johnson said he believes "that the j· 
right of unlimited debate in_ the , 
Senate is an essential safeguard I 
against potential total supremacy of i 
the executive branch." i 

"A man elevated to the office of I 
the Presidency has virtually un- i 
limited powers of influence over his ! 
countrymen," Johnson declared. I 
"His own personality is a force of \ 
great impact upon all the people , 
of the nation and, in fact, upon the 

""\ r-t ("" 'Y'\ l •"'\ ,-.+: J. , ..., .. ~ . ........ l ,J • • 

.--Johnson said that if the coun­
t ry gives 1io the President "the 
further in1ioxicant of an overwhelm­
ing majority of loyal supporters tn 
the legislative branch, then you 
have a force well nigh irristible." 

·tjegroon 
Dall'·as 

vny Atty. Henry Kucera 18.J.Cl tc 
day that he was not prepared t 
rule on the legality of Danielf 
method of filing his candidacy b' 
mail or whether ~it waa valid ti 
change places after the filing dead 
line. 

The_ council, acting on Savage': 
motion, voted unanimously t;o placi 
Daniels' name on the ballot. 

Savage will oppose Daniels in thi 
election . 

Body Firm's Strike 
Idles Car Builders 

DETROIT, March 9 (U.m-An ad­
ditional 14,500 Chrysler Corporation 
~orkers were laid off today, bring­
;mg to 23,200 the number idled by 
ia shortage of body frames. 

I
. A Chrysler spokesman said de­
,li very of the frames from the Mid~ 
:land Steel Company, strikebound 
iMonday, was "lagging." 
' The spokesman said tlie layoffs 
probably would be for "only a. day 

B 11
. or two," _but 'employes - were in-

a O·+ structed no~ to report for work until 
. ~urther notice. . . 

. · ; i Almost half the workers are em-
DALLAS, March 9 ru.P.>-Howard f loyed at the Dodge plant. All 

. - lants, the spokesman said are op-
Damels, ~r:, first Negro ever to rating on a reduced scale. 
seek a. city council post in Dal-f 
ias, wm !lave. his name on the xis Sally·s Fate 
April S ballot, it -was revealed to- . S U I J N 
day . . " .. . ·- . p 0 ury ow l 

The · city council yesterday, on a WASHINGTON, March 9 m.P.> - / 
motion of Mayor Pro Tern Wallace Th~, treason ch~rge~ against Mildred 1 

Savage, instructed City Secretary'E. Axis Sall;y: Gillars went to a / 
Earl Goforth to place ·Daniels' federa.l court Jury of seven women I 
name on the ballot whether his an~ five kme~ this afternoon after I . a six-wee trial · 
method of seekmg the b~llot place If the 48-year-old American-
was le~al , or not. borJ?. wo~an who broadcast for the I 

Dame!s plea for a ballot place t· 9:Z1s during World War II is found . 
was malled to the secretary Sat- .. mlty, the maximum penalty could 
urday night. He originally asked e death. But a. traitor ha8 never 
to go on the ballot from Place- 6, - een executed by the United st.ates 
but later asked that this be . n Peacet ime. 
changed to Place 5 when he The minimum sentence !or t rea-
learned that he lived in . this on is five years in prison and a i 
c~1;1~cil __ district. __ _ _ , 10,000 fine. i 
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· ·F.ilibUsterAISc) an Ai-ch'!BiiSter?t~ 
i . ... • -~ , ~~- r ., .. ,..-;.. . \ 

..._ (JP} w1reI>hoto 
Sen. Harry P. Cain. ·washington Republican. rubbed head 
and foot last night after he spoke · continuously .. for ·six 
hours and 45 minutes against nomination of Mon Wall~ 
gren to be chairman of the National Securities Resources 
Board. During the speech he changed to the extra shoes 
to rest aching feet. It was the longest continuous address 
the Senate has heard so far this yea r. 

-- v. Q _,.. ~ Ji. ¥ 

T .,. 

One-Man Talkathon 
Is a Boring Sight 

. By JAMES MARLOW 
WASHINGTON, March 9 (lP)-How does a one-man talkathon look? 

From where-I sat it's a. sad sight : bleak, lonely, and boring. 
Sen. Harry ,Cain ,of:,tp.e . State. of Washington put one on yesterday. The 

sandy-haired .' Cain~li' O.'·looks younger tha.n his 43 years, talked· for 5iX 
hours and 45 min · ' / · · · .. · · · , ... :;. 

Seems Republica .... :v. . h doesn't like Democ~at Mon c. Wallgren whc 
used _to be governo.r;~..A.Qain's state. . . · · .. . 

Cam has made tfif~-- Jsnown many times before. In case anyone ·had 
any doubt about it, '.he threw his ,~ · · . · 
marathon talk. yesterday. : _light in the Senate ceiling; some 

Senate work came '. to a. full · stoJ1. newspaperµien peeked .. in ·. thro~gh 
Never more than a handful of Sen- .the gallery doors to reassure· them­
ators sat around; listening or talking selves he was still at . it and those 
among themselves. _ .. who had .to stay and li~ten to eve_ry 

Stray visitors. ,"wandered ill~ the /w~rd just st~yed and listened. 
galleries, stared ·aown at Cain, .lls.:. · U . you ever. hear that a. one-man 
tened blankly;,;: ~i;-d left~ · , . t~e.stda · gomg on, stay away. 

Cain :opened':up the talk, fully ~1-~fs started some time ago ... 
prepared with a 264-page address, Wallgren, before he became gov-
79,000 words long, plua anything emor of Washington, was ·a con­
else he could think of to throw in. gres.s111.a.n and a senator. While he 

He talked, waved his arms, was.in the Senate he became· a great 
pointed his finger sternly · 1n , the pal of Sen. Harry Truman. 
air like a. magistrate passing They remained pals ¢en ·Mr. 
judgment, raised his voice, lowered Truman became Presidenu. In the 
It, put a dramatic pitch In. took la.st election Wallgren was defeated 
oui the dramatic pltoh, stepped for re-election a.a governor. 
forward, stepped back, put a hand . Mr. Truman remembered hla 
In hi• pocket, took It out, looked I old friend, and havlnr won a new 
very earnest, and talked. See FILIBUSTER-Page t 
The hours dragged on. The dim ll'!ra d.oesn't oare who you are. Be 

ltrht !iltet'9d. in thro\,lgh the aky- ,K~~ti~n:i:~h~~:u~~fi•· Williams-

:.1. 
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Good· Neighbor 
Panel Seeks 
'Full' Probe 

Officials Argue Over 
'Longoria Incident' 

BY FRED WILLIAMS \ 
Th• Austin American Capitol Staff I 

R. E. Smith of Houston, chairman ! 
of th~ Good . Neighbor Commissi?n, \! 
promised Friday to pay for a priv· 1i 
ate investigation of his agency if [\ 
th.e House . examining committee I! 
dnesp't ma_!<e a "full" one. 

111 an hour and a half press con· ii 
ference, Smith defended the com· l 
mission's record. He stressed the 1: 
agency's actions In the case of the I 
reburial of Felix Longoria. Latin- : 
American soldier killed on Luzon. ! 

Latin American groups of Three 
Rivers had charged that a funeral 
hume there declined use of its 
chapel to the Longoria family. The 
row became an international story, 
climaxed Wednesday with Long­
oria's burial in Arlington Cemetery. 

Representative J. F·. Gray of 
Thi:-ee Rivers Thursday obtained 
House permission for a five-man 
committee with a $1.000 budget to 
in vestigate the incident. and inci­
dentally, the Good Neighbor Com· 
mission. He made unexpected ap­
pearance at the press conference. 

''We welcome the opportunity for 
an investigation," Smith said. "We've 
n ever been apologizing and whin· 
ing and we're not now. If the ma­
jority of the people want this of- , 
fice abolished after a full and true I 
report of our activities, then it I 
sh<, uld be." "1 

Tom Sutherland, executive secre- j 
tary of the commission, added that · 
"we welcome such a committee if 
it is objective and will do a tho­
rot:gh job." 

Gray spoke up to explain why he 
in troduced a bill earlier in t he ses­
sion to abolish the commission. 

"I think it's useless." the Three 
Rivers man said. "Conditions n ow 
are no better than before it was 
established. In fact I think they 
are worse. In the second place, I 
bElieve if every t ime Mrs. Gray 
and I had a domestic argument and · 
someone broadcasted it t o our 
families and neighbors. we should 
be separated now/' 

Smith denied that his agency had 
publicized th~ Longoria incident, 
saying instead the story was in the 
newspapers before the information 
reuhed the commission's office here. 

The legislator turned to Suthe~·-
1and and asked him wher e he got 
the information h e released .;tat­
ing tha t labor r elations between 
Mexico and the US h ad been broken 
off, when the r.ontract was :; ign.:;d 
short ly aft erw ards. 

"I didn't say they were broken Ii 
off" Sutherland answered, "I said ! 
they were stopped. It turned out it i 
was only a temporary stoppage." ·1· 

It was this report which Gray had l 
used in telling the House Thurs­
day that "we feel-we know-we 1 

have evidence that reports recently \ 
ma.de by the Good Neighbor Com- I 
mission are not truthful-and not ' 
only on that incident." 

Smith said he "objected to the 
· "untruthful" phrase more than any­

thing Gray has said. "If you find 
any member of this commission or 
any employe who has lied. ;md 
th;;it's what an untruth is, I'll fire 
them immediately. But if you're 
wrong, I want you to promise the 
press ' that you'll be man enough to 
stand up and admit it." 

Sutherland refused to tell the 
source of this information on the 
stopping of labor talks, but he add­
ed: "I'll be glad to tell the House 
committee where I got it." 

Gray quipped: "I have a mind 
you'll have an opportunity to do 
it. '' 

Gray told newsmen that "I'm 
sticking by my decision that ihe : 
commission is useless, and that it's I 
used only as a sounding board and \ 
a magnifying glass of such little j 
domestic incidents." 1 

Do you mean the Longoria case /i 

was a little domestic incident?" j 
Smith asked. 

"It was until you people, US I 
Senator Lyndon B. Johnson, and the I 
press got through with it." (John- .I 
son was responsible for getting 11 

Longoria reburied in Arlington i'I 

with full mili tary honors) . I 
It was then that Smith promised j 

Gray that "you'r e going to get !. 
y our fu ll investigation you want. I! 
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COMMISS~ON ON GRIDDLE 


Lyle DenieS Longoria Case Put 

End to US-Mexico Labor i>arley 


By GLENN l\:l. GREEN JR. 
inlernational News Service 

A Texas congress111an was quoted 
Thursdci y as declaring the Felix 
Longoria burial case bad "no ef­
(ecf' on US-Mexican labor con­
tract negotiati ons. 

State Representative .T. F. Gray 
of Three Ri vers said he had a 
telephone conversation wi th Con ­
gressman .John L yle of Corpus 
ClHisti Thursday during w hi ch 
Lyle assured him the publicized 
incident "was not officially recog­

~ nized by either side." 
· The information was attributed 

to the US State Depar tment. 

If the coming Texas Legislature 
investigation of the incident esta­
blishes this fact, Gray said Thurs­
day, he will demand the resigna­
tion of R. E. Smith of Houston. 
chairman of the Good :\'eii;·hbor 
Commission. 

Gra y has protes ted the commis ­
sion·s pan 111 the case. He has in­
~roduced a bill which would abol­

ish the commi ssion. At a t·cccnt 
conference with Gra y, Smith de­
clared that he would resi.~n if re­
ports issued by the commission 
were proven untrue. 

Gray had taken issue with a 
statement attl'ibuted to Tom Suth• 
erland, executive secretary of the 

commission, that the Longoria case 
caused a 11alt to the inte1·national 
negotiations. 

"It look ::; ." said Gray, "as if the 
Good Neighbor Commission is go­
ing to be minus a head."' 

Under a resolution mtroduced by 
Gray. tl1e speaker of the Texas 
House is to appoint a five-mem­
ber committee to investigate the 
incident. Racial discrimination was 
charged when difficulties arose 
ove1: the use of a Three Rivers fu· 
neral chapel for reburial services. 
Longoria was killed on Luzon. 

The body subsequently was bu­
ried in Arlington National Ceme· 
tery with full military honors. 

Queried about Gray·s statement 

Thw·sday, Sutherland quickly dis­

' puted it. I
"I have just finished talking with 


Washington and I can assure you 

that what I have said is absolutely . 

true. " he asserted. 


Sutherland continued: 
"Of course, neither government 

: can ofiicially recognize the inci­
•uen t. One of the chief reasons why 

there must be a Good Neighbor­
' Commission is that the status of 

many citizens of '.texas is still d is­
criminated against by some people 
on the basis of their Mexican an­
ce~ti·y. 

·· vv hether Mexico can officially 
recognize incidents affecting US 

: citizens of Mexican ancestry does 
· not alter the fact that the inci­
dents have a tremendous effec t, 
psy chologically, on relations with 

' the United States-as witness the 

fact that Mexico has refused to 

send laborers here. 


"If quick action had not been 

taken by Texans to. do something 

about the case (Longoria incident) 

the damage would have been much 

greater." 

Cray said L yle had told him he 

had contacted the proper parties in 

tJ1e us. S tate Department and had 

actermmed that the incident did 

not halt the negotiations. 


fR.ecent reports from Washinoton 
indicated a final settlement on° the 
labor s ituation is near.) 
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lington Cemetery Rites· 1 

Held for Private. Longoria l 
I 

\. . .... :; :: ;·:·. 
> ~.. '>. ·:' ',) .... By DAVID HOTTER -

Washlngton Bure.:tu of The New11 

ARLINGTON NATIONAL CEM­
ETE·RY,. V F b 16 y1 b · d . , a., e . . .- i1ey une 
11 . .Ul~ Fel1x.Longori~ v:'ednes_day .on 
ll quiet Arlington h11ls1de while dip­

1 for his rebu.rial-because he \Vas . a dent_. ~ruma~'s blunt..-spoken mili­
"Mexican." . tary aide arnved early. He told re-

The undertaker, T. w. Kennedy- por.~ers he wast.here for the burial 
of that Longoria hoy from Texas .Jr said 1here had been a mis- w hic' t 11 th f. . · ·· ·• · · .. _ · 11 go. a . at un avorahle pub-

understanding, no discrimination. licity hecause of the stupidity of 
But in l he resultant dispute and that undertaker." 

lomats of t\;VO nations stood in bare- contention, with Latin-American Sen.. Lyndon B..Johnson, who ar­
headed tribute to a simple .Texas groups in South Texp.s taking the ranged for the Arlmgton burial, and 
boy they never knew. issue as a basis for crusade, ar- Mrs. Johnson, a_nd_ Rep. John Lyle 

The Preside_nt ~f. the .~nited rangemants were made to bury of . Corpus Chri~t1 stood not far 
Stc1tes sent his military aide-a Felix Longoria in Arlington. away ~s the ~amily gathered at the 
blunt-spoken man who said he was The services were impressive, gr'.lves1de ~~1le a c;atholic chaplain 
there _because of "the stupidity of brief, militarily moving. said t_he militarf' ,ntes of burial. 
that undertaker." Felix Longoria's .family was here Felix L~ngona s grave was just 

And the Mexican a'.11bassador -his widow, their charming 8-year- ~ver the hill from that of t~e late, 
sent flowers for an American Army old daughter, Adelita; his mother, ,,reat. Gen. Joh~ J. Pershmg, on 
private whose burial had become a Mrs. Guadal upe Longoria Sr.; his grounds. that betonged to lhe Po­
"cause." hrothers, Lupe, Alfredo and Al- tomac River home of Robert E. Lee, 

It was more attention than the ' herto; h is sister Carolina; a sister- a bugle call from the white marble 

Rivers, Live Oak County, could ra ised by Lati n-American groups of the ~nk~own Soldier. 
have reasonably expected. and friends in Three Rivers and The.. a1my s band played a dirge, 

For Felix Z. Longoria had been Corpus Christi. t 11en Near~r, My God, To Thee" 
a pretty regular sort of a Latin- The women wept quietly at the and Chapl~m Er~est Pearsall said· , 	
American in a South Texas county. grave as Mrs. Beulah Walton, a for- th~ Catholic service, praying: 
He had married and had a cute lit- mer San Antonio resident, held an Eternal rest unto them, oh Lord, 
tle daughter when he was drafted umbrella over Mrs. Longoria's and may perpetual light shine upon 
at twenty-five. He shipped out bared head. Little Adelita was cu;. them • • ·" . . 
'"'lth the 27th Division and in Ju~e, rious, understan~ing b1_1t little, even T~e flag-draped steel casket was 
1945, Japanese small arms fire as her mother laid a pict ure on the uns eathed. The. folded £lag was 
killed him on wooded Luzon. grave of the mustached boy who presented to Be.atnce Longoria, and 

Whether there ·had been ''dis- had been her father from across the knolls _came• those 
erimination"-even in death- It was a mass buri~ for nineteen bu.¥Je_,~c;hoes: 
against Pvt. Felix Longoria was war dead. But the diplomats 'a'i1d · Peaceful d~·e~ms ••." 
still a subject of dispute as the last American officials were there spe- Iute fll'ed. The _ba_nd played,7?e s~0sweet .notes of "Taps" echoed over cifically for the Texas boy. a:-am- m~ard, Christian Sol­

1, 
: 

i 
· 

. 

sl-~ort. and ?tocky fellow from TJ1ree Iin-law--s<'nt by 'air_liner with funds sarcophag us that hold~ the remains / ·_ 
· 
'. 

. 
the rolling k11olls and around the Justo Sierra, first secretary of diers, m::i-rchmg . . . ' ' !: 
~hite ma~ble tablets that mark_ the t~-e Mexican Embassy arrived with The dip~omats. and the offici_als 1· 

fmal restmg places of Americas' his government's floral tribute and the friends filed by the famil y. 
war dead. borne by Mexican army and navy The~ n;oved on up to the Unkno\vn 

1:Ris ~ur-coated widow, Beatri-ce,J officers, Nearhy stood Paul J. Rev- _,soldiers tomb, to place another I 
said there had been-that she was eley, head of the State Depart-I wreath. . 

~enied tl1e use of a funeral c~apel ment's Mexican af_fa- irs desk. _ / And Felix Longoria, the little. 

m the home town of Three Rivers Gen. Harry H. Vaughan, Presi- Se·e LONGORIA, Page 19, c •ol. 3 


, 
: 

<.>'.'·.~\ . . - ·~~m,· ; 
' pea:c~hiS -".'.'.List full 

measuredevqtion" paid, his 
"cause"others to dispute. 

Inquirv to Be Sought
•. 

. Austin auree1u of The News 

of ' f.uneral arrangements for Pvt. Fe- people involved in this contro­
for 	llx Longori~." an organization at versy," the resolution continued, 

Corpus Christ i had charged that a making it doublv ne~essary that 
Three Rivers undertaker den ied the truth be known." · 
~1se of hi s chape.1 fo.r rehur ial serv- _ If the com_mit.tee goes into .::tction , 

: .ces for the solctter i-::t lled on Luzon. j tt would have power to subpoena /I Jh~se charges were denie::f. ':' i t~esses and take testimony. Its 
'. AUSTIN, Texas, Feb. 16.-A leg- f Wi~h?ut _the_pub~ic knowmg the fmdmgs would be made in a report1 
:islative inquiry into charges of dis- . acts, m.iust1ce is bemg done to the 1 back to t~e House. I 
' cri mination in rebur ial plans for ! -­
the Latin American soldier at 

i Three Rivers wi ll be sought Thurs­
' rl.ay in the House of Representa­
' t1\·es. 
. Rep. J. F. Gray of Three Rivers . 
said he filed a resolution with ; 
House Speaker Durwooct Manford ! 
Wednesday calling for a 5-member 
committee to "learn the truth or , 
untruth of the allegations." 

The resolution said . "so many 
conflict ing repor ts have been cir­
culated and r.ontinue t o circulate. 
some alleging tl1at discrimination 
had heen shown in the handling of 



B~xar County 

Veterans Council 

Defends Three Riversi 
The following letter and reso- by bringing nation-wide publicity ! 

lutions are self-explanatory: 	 in the burial arran~~ments of 1 

Felix Longoria, a soldier killed in : 
the Philippines in i945. i 

February 5th, 1949. WHEREAS · ,~ 

Honorable Walter Winchell I The ·American Legion throug '.:i \ 

New York, N. Y. J competent, loyal and . unbiased 
11 

Dear Mr. Winchell, l investigators have not found the !i 
For a number of years the Ileast trace of any act of un­

wnter has been an ardent fol- American activity or racial dis· 
lower of yours and rarely misses I crimina tion practiced in this 
a broadcast of yours. Imatter. 

The steadfast belief in your IWHEREAS 
integrity that I have convinces The people of :Three Rivers , 
me that there is not enough 1 now and have at ·au times en- : 

1money in the world to hire you l joyed peaceful, or4'erly and most 1
to knowingly harm an AmeriCan pleasant relations among all 1! 
who was wounded in defending races. J lj 

our country. . WHEREAS . , \! 
The judgment passed out on Arrangements were made with 'i 

the Longoria incident was from American Legion Post No. 413 for '1 

i appearance and not righteo-us Ifull military honor~ to be held ! 
I judgment: therefore I believe at the funeral and _a letter ex- ·; 
1 you will appreciate the attached 1pressing regret was . sent to Mr. ~ 
resolutions. 


Sincerely yours, · 

R. H. F'ARLEY, 

Secretary-Treasurer, 
Central Council. 

Bexar County Central Council 

of 


American Legion Inc. 

205 W. French Place · 

San Antonio 1, Texas 


January 27, 1949. 
The Bexar County Central 

1 Council of the American Legion 

ITom Kennedy by the wife a f ;i

IFelix Longoria over this unhappy li 
event. · ~;: · 11 

THEH;EFORE BE IT RESOLVED 'I 
That Central Council (the ! 

I representative body of twen ty ; 
j Posts in Bexar County) go on '. 
Irecord deploring this hasty and j 
unjust action that has . caused i 

, the unwarranted . criticism or : 
fair and just citizens. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 

That a copy of these resolu- ! 
tions be sent to the Honorable 

1 

1 in regular meeting January 27th, . Lyndon Johnson, Honorable 

[ 1949, passed the following , resu- ' Waiter Winchell and Dr. Hecto:t ;1 


: lutions: 
i WHEREAS 
: Through careless and imma­
ture actions by people in higil 


! and honorable places, harmful 

: humiliation and embarassment 

:has been caused to the Kennedy 

family , Rice Funeral Haine, the 


. good people of the City of Thr~e 

· Rivers and the State of Tex::.i.s 


Garcia earnestl~r hoping they 
will endeavor to counteract the 11 

harm and hurt done these good 
peopre·--m·-· fot CC.'-~P . manner in 
which it was inflicted. 

The above resolutions were 
unanimously adopted. 

Bexar County Central Council , 
R. H. FARLEY, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 



[1 of 5]
 



} ~ , · ;:. 

, .: -< ,. , , . · .··'- ··1 
·~., : · · By WICK FOWLER 
~$ -; :. ' staff corre1pond~nt Ot Th• N-• , 

~ii~i :'I'HREE RIVERS, Texas, Jan. 29. 
: ::~This little Live· Oak County .~own 
~S~ur~ay ,.was.; ~fglin~ . it~lt ~'1t . of 
;.j,iizZird" ot ~buse. . ' . . . : ' 
· · ;Meddling .. and· misunderstanding, 
'•Y Three RJvers ~tizens,_ ca.used ~t 
caif . . 
·'-.·'criticism struck · Three Rivers 
t~o weeka ago when it was chai:ged 
there had been· racial discrimination 
1n ·plans for reburial, .oJ. Pfc. ~ell?' 
Lcingoria, . soldier ~r Latin-Am~1-
~4n.: descent who . was,· killed~· on 
Luzon. . · ·. ·· · . ; · · · · " · 

. ,,\,.4,,,, . . : .. JOHNSON : .. STEPS,:J N !:"< · 
,f.,~rY!hen.'.; the ·alleged . news,, ~f .dis­

. eriminati<>n reached · Washington, 
..LYAdon Johnson, :.new junior Sena­
tor . ~from· Texas,; offered to· arrange 

• to~ ~ burial . in ·· · ~rli~gton ·Natl~na~ 

-fi~t:ei:rni~~r~ · ~~t ii~n~'~JiJ~;i~i'ke 
;_ih._t ) and have .. protested against 
:~hat '.ithey .· called snap judgment. 
t$enator Johnson · rephed ~hat he 
:Wu merely trying to help and do 
hii duty. · · · · . 

/ .._.'· Th.e ·Texas -Good Neighbor Com­
~ssion also caused local . . ~~ger 
~:;when it . entered the case . ._ . ·1 · ", 

l ' ·:state Rep. J. ·.F. Gray.:of Three 
· JUvers said he ·WOUld )lke to ~ee 
;tne commission abolished. He hk­
~:1med the commission _to a , "l!lother.~ . 
in-law who keeps things agitated. 

·· ~ . The. incident' reached interna­
.iional scope when the leader of the 
:.GLForum at . Corpus Christi, Dr. 
'..Rector P. Garcia protested to . 
"Wishington. 
. \ -The Forum 1, an independent ?r­
'garuzation of veterans ot Latm-
American descent. · 

STORY EXPLODES 
· #-Dr Garcia sent. a long telegram 
fo-T~xas officials, to Washington 
and to other places charging that 
T. W,_ Kennedy Jr., an undertaker 
~~eently removed to Three ~ivers 
from Altoona, Pa., had refused his 
facilities here for reburial 9f \ 
~rivate Longoria. · · · . 
:J

1The story exploded ·over Amenca 
· a~d. Mexico. 
;-.tndignation meetings followed. 

':Abusive l~tters, some obscene, and 
~telegrams poured into Three Rivers, I 
; a'South Texa~ town ot 2,~ people, ; 
~~~er. . or, them of. !dex1can ~e- . 

' '.:From the Communist party of 
.. Texu came demands t~ the .Gov­
ie,t'Mr -·that ,U11dertaker ·Kennedy's 

' ~i~niie be revoked.) : 1• . . j~' . ' . 
. lll r'Btit some .. people'wrote that they 

'didn't ... believe the _.'charges. ,.;: NO.)if 

r,J:i~~t~~1;)1~:i~~ ·• s_ent· ·. abu~:M;;:~r~ 
:,rl'1'1\e body of Private Longoria'~as 
~J\Jtthe Pacific ·Ocean in an atmf 
cu~et when . the storm broke a~ 
•pr'a.d 'to ._ international size. . <: 
~- :Hii · home town was ready 
honor him . . It had · paid 'tribute t 
'other dead soldiers brought h8:c 
home. But so confused . was the m 
cident Saturday· that nobody here 

1 abouts knew foi" certain, not eve 
th~ Longoria ':family, ·whether the 
d•it\ soldier was en -ro.ute .to· NeV.: 
:Yerlt tfom ·san Franc1scot· to ... Ar· 
llntton National · ·Cemetery, F,Ott 
srµn Houston, Fort Worth ~rmy 
quartermasters or Three Rivers. 
They hope that the odginal plans 

. for services and burial here will be 
earried out. 
- ·aoDY -IN NEW JERSEY 

. ~' . Tite Washington Bureau o~ The 
ftews found Saturday' ·from Army 
Department sources that the body 
was being held at a _Ba~on~e, N.J ., 
tuartermaster ·depot, with mstruc-

, Cions to send it, to Arlington . when 
.\ 'IL date for the funeral was set by 

the_ family. Apparently, the army 
believes the ' family wants an Ar- 1 
li:ngton burial. . . ! 

- , . ;i.\It . seems . apparent __ ~hat Private ! 

Longoria, decedd, h&d :become a 
political ·isSue ·W,ithOut :• -yolce .to 
protest the "fUll. ~t, _ ' ~ · · ·· ' · "' .. 
. . Undertaker Kinnedy · hi , .a · rood 

looking yourit man of twenty-six. 

I
He ·fought '·in the Ninth ·Army 1n 
Europe with the 102d . Infantry 
Division after training .. at ·Camp / 

!
Swift and·_camp, Maxey ·in Texas.

1 He married a pretty Schulenburg: 
girl and they ·;haye a 6-month-old. 

1 daughter. . .. · ;··; ~ . · : i 
lj While crosaing . the Rhine River 
on a volunteer ·patrol Kennedy's 

; boat was shelled . . : He was wounded: 
: and stayed in the icy waters for 
: ten hours.~ He w.as seven months, 

'. i~ "~0!fa:-;e~;ed ~~ · :Pe~;sylvariia~"\ 
he said Saturday· as . be sat on a 1 

divan in.' the ' living ' iqom of his 
·apartment · ili'. the ·-r~n~ral home he 
'acquired recently: · : · . · , 

"I went ·to school with · N~groes 
and discrimination ;.h,as ·never en­
tered-my· mind . . :. There were Latin­
Americans in my army unit. I 
buried the first Latin-American boy 
brought back from overseas to 
Three Rivers.'' 

VISITED BY WIFE · 1 
He said Mrs. Beatrice Longoria, ; 

wife ·of the dead soldier, · who now 
resides at Corpus Christi, , ·came to 
him two months ago and asked him 
to handle the .. reburial services. He 
suggested that the vacant home 
that her husband bµilt her be. used 
for : the services, he said, because 
there · had been family trouble. She 
appeared to ·be ,satisfied with the 
arrangements~ Vr . . . .:\ ~· -

"The,next thing t,kn~w a man by 
the name of Hector 'Ga~cia called 
me alid1·~demi.nded this ~lid that.'' 
he related. "I . got mad,,;and -said 
some · things ~I'm .sorry':l ·said. But 
I told . him it ~,~as: &,, matter.,,for :: the 
wido~. ~~Q.t·~ecide, 11~~·~.that . r ,· had 

:x~~'_~;f~~~~-, ~{~~Z:JJ~S ~~%;0t , 
· ~:seldom :1 do -;::-p#>ple_~~~f . -~~'xi can 
d~scent ,,~~e ·,,t~n,,ial.~c1w.~~1s:'~hTh~Y 
P:r~fer" ,~t~,eir~·!born~' ~~r·"~_ . ;;£'1~~~-- q.· 
~~~ .. 1).~lp'E;,4 - tlie·:· w..~~v$~n~ a: ;_ tele 
gram : to :th.e . ai::t!lY. __ .'.~- uar_ .t. e~aster 
at Fort. Worth .adVIsmg them"'t.q11:t 
I would -h~ndle _t4~ services, ·: ~o flli' 
as I know.the arrangements haven't 
been . ch~nged ·~.~dJ.they . ·are ·-~~r­
tainly welcome gto ·~~use . th~ " .~ha~l 
and atl~!figA~~~ l · li~ye~!.;~;·; : : '. -. tf 

·Lupe Longoria, •husk}' brother of 

the d. ea. d. so.ldi·e_r_._· .. .,,.sa. i.d .. -_ .· ~- ·. e· ;_"·~.~ett~d:I all of .the·:fuss. ·?:~· " .. ·:_ ... ".' . -: ;\ . .,,. 
· "Felix would 'rather stay buried . 

on Luzon than to come back to all : 
this," he · said~ There were five i 
boys !nd , ~re~ ·~~girl$ ,. .in : ~ihe . re- , 
~P~~~g~~~g8~lAt11Pm1i"~;tiw ~, ~1 .-.... · -,.-, 

THree ~iv¢rS-:· }>pints. to . the case 
of Juan Diaz, a high-flchool junior; ; 
who was paralyzed after a football ii 
injury, to show there', is good com:. fl 
radeship between the !Anglo-Ameri­
can and the 'Latin-Americans. The 
people raised $4,000 for the lad to 
pay hospital \ expenses and other 
costs. 

·There is no segregation here in 
the school after pupils pass the l 
second grade and . overcome lan­
guage difficulties. The two groups 
of citizens" mingle freely and do 
business with one another with no 
ap.l@rent thought of difference in 
ra~e -~ngJ_n. 1 
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· :s. F. Ramsey, presiden ''bf the I 
chamber of conunerce, h a hand­
ful of telegrams and · etter8 ex· 
changed with Senato · Johnson. 

Johnson, in one t gram said his 
action had not ~ri hasty. In a 
letter the Senator said he was in­
formed '· . of _ ~~the discrimination 
charges by a:t'constltuent and that! 

[he checked ,again "at my own ex-

/

I pense" with two Texas friends "in 'I 
whom I have great confidence." 

I
I Joh. nson criticized the Three Rivers ! 
Chamber of Commerce. . . , 

"I!l none of your communica­
J tions . do you deny the facts that 
1 were presented to me," he said in 
·a letter. .. . · 

. , .; .:. R_EQUEST.a:,:sQ.·U:RCES . 
· ·Ramsey"·said .-,he·· -has . asked ·the 

Senator to reveai his sources . of in­
formation put · hrur :received 'no .. re­
ply. In one · telegrain to ,Johnson the 
chamber of corruperce said ~:;.~If you 
had lnvestigated1 the ·matter· thor­
oughly '.· and · not , accepted ·. Dr. 
Garcia's report a:s befug factual -the · 
matter could not have reached na-
tional interest.,, · ·, '. ·. ·· .. •· , , 

Representative ~-•· Gray ·. , said.. the. 
state appropriations tor · .the· Good 
Neighbor . Commission · should ·be 
used to . comb~t · tuberculosis a:mong 
Latin-Americans "in Texas. : ' > 

"These people here are all Ameri-
1 cans," he said. ~".!'he Good Neighbor 
Commission has ·no business mixing 
in these "things/' . . .. . . . 

Gray Said he told Thomas Suth:.· 
erla. n, . execu.tive _sec. re .. tary of . the I 
commission, . that: the:·· state office 
would. not have entered the case "if 

, an J rish boy had been. invol~ed." 
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Thre~ers 
·up in Ar~s on 
Funeral Issue ·; 

THREE RIVERS, Jan. 13.-(UP) 
This little South Texas town was 

· in an uproar Thursday night over 
plans for reburying one of its citi­
zens-a youth of Mexican descent 
who went to war and fell in the 
Battle of the Philippines. 

Outside of Three ivers, most 
everyone knew by now of the re­
ports that the town's funeral di­
rector, T. W. Kennedy, had de­
clined to handle arrangements for 
the hometown funeral of Felix 
Longoria. 

"Other white people might ob­
ject," was the way Kennedy had 
been quoted. 

In Washington, Texas' new US 
Senator Lyndon B. Johnson said, 

i all right, it Three Riven felt that 
way, Longoria should be buried In 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

Three Rivers said Thursday night. 
through the offices of its . Chamber i 
of Commerce president and through 
funeral director Kennedy, that it 
did not think that way. 

Kennedy said he was willing to 
make the burial arrangements. The 1 

uproar which was heard in Wash-
: ington, it was explained, was the 
result of Kennedy's · refusing the 
use of his chapel for the service. · 

"I did not refuse the use of tne 
chapel because he was Latin-Amer­
ican," said Kennedy. "I felt I was 
avoiding trouble here at the funeral 
home by asking Mrs. Longoria, the 
widow, if she could use her home." 

Kennedy and S. F. Ramsey, bank­
er and Chamber of Commerce 
president, said they under..;tood that 
Longoria's widow and his paJ:'.ents 
were at odds over some personal 
matters and the disagreement ex· 
tended to the funeral · plans. 

Ramsey said, "our funeral chapel 1 
here probably would not be appro­
priate ·anyway for such a service. 
It's small and it's used mostly-by 
whites and Latin-Americans, alike 
-only to let a . body . lie in state. 
The chapel isn't · like in big cities. 
Most funerals here are held in 
churches or homes." 

Three Rivers, said Ramsey, "is 
ashamed of the publicity, which is 
not deserved. You'll find no town 
anywhere in South Texas that has 
enjoyed better relations between 
Latin·Americans. and whites." 

(At Corpus Christi, Jr. Hector ' 
Garcia, president of the American 1 

GI Forum, said citizens ot his city ! 

had raised $300 to send Mrs. Bea• I 
; trice Longoria, the widow, to Wash• i 
i in.gton for the service at Arlington. 
It was, said Garci~ · an effort io 
make amends.) . _ . 

~amsey ·was· 'hopeiul that plans 
m~ght be made even this late. to 
brmg Longoria "home." But if the 
body goes to Arlington, ·Three Ri­
vers will send along at least one 
member of Longoria's family. ' 

"I'll underwrite it here at the 
bank if civic clubs don't make up 
enough money, · which I'm •ure· 
they will," he said. · · 

Ramsey was· angry· With Senj tor 
Jo~son. "It is our feeling that he 
capitalized on thi& to :further hia 
own standing with . the Latin­
American population," said · the /' 
Chamber ·Of Commerce man . .. ... . 

(The body of Longoria, who died 
on . Luz.on, was reportedly due to 
arr1ve m San Francis;st .sometime 
Thursday.) ·-- .. .-._ __ --

I Johnso~ Takes Gavel 
In McKell~r Absence 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 10.~(A>)_;. i 
Senator Lyndon B. Johnson · (D- 1 

Texas) presided over the Senate 1 

for an hour Monday in -the ·absence 1 
of President · Pro. Tern McKellar ; 
(D-Tenn. ). 

. I 

I 

. The Texan, who served 11 y.ears : 
m the House before becoming a j 

·Senator last week, took over the 1 

[gavel while debate proceeded-- on 

anan~ /I 
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A Hero's Return \ 

Bigotry in Texas 
PRIVATE FELIX LONGORIA was, be- · 

fore he entered the Army of the United i 
States back in 1944, a resident of Three · 
Rivers, Tex. 

, He was an American citizen who put on 
' the uniform of his Country in order that t~is 
. Nation might continue to be free; that men 

might always enjoy the guaran.tee of h~man 
liberty and dignity contained m the Bill of 
Rights; that the immortal words of Jeff~:~on 

1 

in the Declaration of Independence- life, 1 

liberty and the pursuit of happiness" -might 
be more than an empty phrase. . , 

. In the closing days of the war, Private · 
' Longori~ was killed in the Philipp~nes! wear­

ing the uniform of his Country, fighting for i 
all of her people including those of Texas. 1 

His body was returned to the U ~ited . 
States-to Three Rivers, Tex., for burial-
a hero's burial. · 

But the people of Three Rivers, who live . 
securely and prosperously because of the : 
sacrifice which Private Longoria and thou­
sands like him made, said he could not sleep 
out eternity in the soil of his native town 
and state. · 

You see, Private Longoria was of Mexican 
descent. 
· The hundred per cent Americans of T~rce 
Rivers Tex. do not think that an American ii 

of Me~ican ~xtraction is entitled to the privi- I 
leg es of United States citizenship in L~ .f'!-. "·,.~i\. ' 
in death. ' 

* THE Three Rivers funeral parlor would not 
accept the flag-draped casket which con­

tains all that is mortal of Private Longoria. 
His widow, seeking to make funeral ar­

rangements, was rebuffed. 
No Mexicans allowed-not even if they are 

heroes! 
United States Senator Lyndon Johnson was, 

notified, and fixed matters so that the remains1 

of Private Longoria would be interred in: 
Arlington National Cemetery. 

Arlington is not in Texas. It is a United 
States military cemetery where are buried 
such men as Pershing, Custer and Admiral 
Dewey. They were not Texans either. It is 
just possible that even their national ex­
traction, religion or political faith would have 
barred them from the soil of Three Rivers. 

* WE ARE not inclined to condemn men for 
their prejudices. Those are weaknesses 

with which they are born-like some disease 
which persists through generation after 
generation. 

Rather, we pity them. 
And in the case of the patriots of Three · 

, Rivers, Tex., we are inclined to acknowledge 
our gratitude. 

1 
What they have done is to have advanced 

the cause of civil liberties in the United States 
beyond all the cf forts put forth in their behalf 
to date. 

With this classic example before them, we 
I cannot conceive of any Southern bloc of legis-
1 lators opposing bills to further the cause of 
l racial and national equality. 
1 When the half-citizens of this land are 

finally granted full admission to American 
citizenship, they can thank the Three Rivers, 
of which. unfortunately, there are many in 
the South-and the North. 

* T. HE map shows that Texas is the largest 
' · state in the Union. 
Today, in the eyes of sincere Americans, it 

is seen dimly, much smaller than t iny Rhode 
Island. 
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--D'ya Think We Want the Flag of Texas Sullied? 

~ I I 
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San Angelo (Tex.) Standard 

/ JAN 1 3 194g 

·{ohnson Arranges Military · 
~uneral For Latin-American 

AUSTIN, Jan. 1~3· (.f! Felix ITexas offered the use of their fa-
Longoria , a L~tin-A erical'l:otdier _cilities after they heard of the pro· 

who was kiIJej;l.--on . uzonlkm be _test. 

reburied wit.fl full litary honors I Mayor . J · K. M9ntgomery of 
. 
. . "' . · Three Rivers, whei'~ ·the · funeral · 
m Arlmg~on National. Cemetery- home is located, • said the whole 
n~t at his home town of . Three . thing was a "mistake.'.'· - •. , · 
Rivers. · ··~ " · , 
· Action on the reburial came ., 


after a South Texas , funeral home : 

"discouraged" the use of its facill· 

ties. This brought prompt reaction I 

from Gov. Beauford H . . J .ester, the 

Texas Good Neighbor Commission, 

a veterans' organization. and na­
tional officials . I 


Tom Sutherland, ·executive sec- 1 


retary of the Good Neighbor Com- ! 

mission, received a wire from Dr. 

Hector P. Garcia, president of the 

American G-1 Forum. . Garcia said 

U. S. Sen. Lyndon Johnson of Tex­

as had informed h1m that ]:.ongoria 

would be buried with full honors in 

Arlington National cemetery. The 

boey is due to arrive in Sa,n Fran­

cisco· today. 


The 9ommission · took quick ac­

tion after Jester referred them a 
. 

protest from Garcia of the inde- 1 

pendent veterans' 'organization. 


Sutherland quoted the South Tex­

as funeral director as saying he 1 


"discouraged" the use of . his facili- : 

ties for the · reburial. After talking • 

to Sutherland, the funeral director 

said he would handle the reburial 

" if the family insists." 


Sutherland said that numerous 

Anglo-American funeral · homes in 
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~-:-~-----------~~----~-----------------------------• t / Senator Johnson (D-Tex) had Iaged the use of the chapel \unera · 1rec or Iarranged for Felix Longoria of , frankly, because of friction thaJF ID /
P 

Th~ee . Rivers. to be buried in / I heard existed between mem-1 
; ·enjp s ;. !Arlmgton Nat10nal cemetery / bers of the family. Due to this '/ ' u~~s l.J purnang . I beI,i with full military honors. John- . friction, thought it would 

'* , son said he was informed the Ibetter that the services be held I 
0 

L~hn ~pin-·"ca•· ., funeral home refused to handle /at the wido. w's l1ome or some . · 
1•rtti:.. ii~..11 . cl I . ,a the service "solely because of Iother private home. ' I 

~ ,. · Y.i ~ his Mexican ancestry." "There was no question what-
T {JR ERS, 11: ' Kennedy said: /ever of discrimination involved.3

JP .. ':f :ex.. ~ , ! "The report that Ne refused I have many good friends of . 
( '-a· The man~ger ot tL 'lrtce to handle the reburial of a Lat- Latin-American ancestry. I am 1 

Funeral Home here said last l in-American soldier is incorrect. /a disabled veteran of the· Second ~; 
night he had not !'efused to We did not refuse, either, the World War and I have fought .

1 

handle the reburial ;:;ervice for use of our chapel. When mak- alongside many Latin Ameri­
a Latin-American ~!dier. ing arrangements with the de- 1cans." . 

In fact, said T. w. Kennedy , ceased's wife, I did discourage Johnson said his information 
"there was no question what- / the use_ of ih~ _c~apel, b~t not I

1 

came from Dr. Hector Garcia, 
ever of discrimination involved '.~ ·: the burial fac1llt1es. I d1scour- 1 president of the American G-I 



THREC K \\J ~ ~~ ~ E:W S 

"Know The Truth: I 
Citizens of ;hr=-&1~:;;: are going Il 

all out to tell the world the truth a- ~ 
bout the situation which, within the 
past ten days, has brought censure 
on this town, community and Stat~ 

The report yvas published last Tues- \ 
day, by newspapers and radio, that T. \ 
VT. Kennedy, Jr., a local undertaker, 
had refused to re-bury the body "f 
Felix Longoria, a returned war hero .. 
because he was of Mexican ancestry. 
Since that time, cicy officials, post­
master, newspai:er editor, officials of 
the Chamber of Commerce, and oth- \ 
er residents of Three Rive: s have re- ' 
ceived derogatory, abusive and, in. 
some cases, obscne letters from per­
sons from many parts of the nation. 
Letters have also been received from 
persons who urderstand the situation 
and who lay t b.e blatne wl~.ere it be-

longs. i 
That all may know the facts, we " 

herewith publish statements written 
and signed by persons most concern­
ed and giving a complete account ot 

the situation: 

I ;t u/ 1q i.\ C\ 

LONGORIA'~l BODY WILl. BE 
BURIED IN ABOUT 30 DAYS 

! 
· The erroneous . report has gone out J 

that the body of Felix Longoria was I 
actually returned to Three Rivers and i 
refused admittance to the funeral ' 
home here. THE FACT IS THAT 
HIS BODY WAS SCHEDULED TO 
ARRIVE AT SAN FRANCISCO ON 
JANUARY 13 AND WILL REACH1 
ITS FIN:AL DESTINATION APPROX- I 

· _.IMArEL Y 30 DAYS- AFTER ITS Aft- I 
RIV~: IN AMERlCA. . \ 

The people of Three Rivers hope to \ 
arrange t o have his burial here. , 

,.. ' ___ .,.,..,. . ....-,ip-.,,.--
""S::\::. ... ; r 4' ~ 

STATEMEN'T ~ ' y · · , 1 

. · , . _,.B ·.ot~- RIWRS · 1 
·.· C~A~ OF. COMMERC?-." 

- . ' 1;rri. a ~~un~{of th~ board of ' dire<:- . 

. W'"!'!> :~e :rhre~. ruv,m Ch~be; of j 
: :"'r-°:~~rce. held on 'J?iu~ay 'afternoon I 

a · res~lubon . was ·adopted depJoring 
... ·ili.e . unfavorable pub11city that th~ . 

1: City of Three Rivers and it.s citizens. 
have received through the publication l 
of misconstrued facts conce-rning the l 
reported refusal of local undertaker. f 
T. Vl· .Kennedy, Jr. to bury one of om: · 
fello~-townsme.1, Felix Longoria, who ; 
w_as killed .· in ::ic:tion in the Phillipines 
in 1945 . . 

. . The directors went on record as say-
1~g that the Longoria family is held 
~,- the highest esteem hem and it is 

· regretable that this situatic,n has de· 
veloped; that no town in South Tepcas 
enjoys better relations w1fu Ameri­
cans of Mexican descent than does ,; 
Three Rivers; and that since the a- i 
hove _mentioned report has gone out ; 
over the State and Nation it ha,:; I·: 

beco~e necessary for Three Rivers to I; 
clear its good name. .. ; 

A good many letters hav~ been re- Ii 
ce~ved from people throughout the ' 
State acquainted with the ~ctual con- I 
ditions in Th~ ee Rivers expressing 
~~ir disgust with the adverse pub- 1 

hcity that Three Rivers received. 1 

These people who know the actual '. 
conditions voicE:d their opinion that 
Three Rivers ha$ been grossly mis­
r.epresented. 

We still feel that the hasty action 
of Senator Johnson was lc&rgely res-

1
1 

\ 

ponsible for this unfavorable publicity · 
and attracted it: to national interest. 

\ As far as we know, Senator Johnson 
:~ did not contact one single person in 

Three Rivers before taking this action. , 
(Signed) S. F. Ramsey, President. : 

Three Rivers Chamber . fi 
of Commerc~.1; 

STATEMENT BY AERICAN 
LEGIOMN POST NO .413 
THREE RIVERS, TEXAS 

ranuary 19, 1949 
'O WHOM IT MAY COlNf'ERN: 
We, the undersigned wen; to Harold 

Smith, Commander American ·Le-
in Post 413 Three Rivers, Texas 

Jan. 10, 1949 to ask for military 
ors at the funeral of our deceased 
her Felix I,ongoria, ki;led in ac­
. on Luzon. 
immander Smith promised mili-

~· 

I 
t 
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tary hono1~t ~e funeral 
Arra~gements were made to fu=­

nish firing sqm.d, color b~<'rers, color 
guard and bugler from Arperican Le­
gion Post 413 and pall be•1rers would 
be furnished by the family. 

(Signed Lupe Lmgoria, Jr. 
Alberto Longoria. 

Harold C. Smith, Commande!" 1 

American Legion Post 413. I 
I 
' MR KENNEDY'S STATl\lENT 

About two months ago Mrs. Lon­
goria, the deceased's wife, came into 
our office and asked if we would 
handle the services for he: husband, 
who was to be shipped home within 
the next silx mc,nths. We told her at 
that tlme that we would handle the 
service, <md on ,"!"anuary 8th she came 
to the bus depot and calle2 me, stat­
ing that she had two telegrams con_. 
cerning the arrival of h~r husband. 
So, in order to accommod<:lte her, I j 

drove to the ·bus depot and talked i 

with her about arrangements. Sh·~ 

asked to have the remain;: left at the l 
Funeral Home, and at that time I I 
tried to discourage her of that by 
asking if there was any place else she 
could take the remains to . She said 
she had an empty house in Three 
Rivers and so I asked her if it would 
not be better to tke the remains there. 
She said she was satisfie<l to do that 
and so we then went and sent a reply 

1 

to the telegram to Fort Worth depot, · 
confirming the rrevious address as to 
where the remains were to be sent. 
After that we y;ent by the house that • 
she had mentioned, to ex3mine and 1 

plan as to where the casket and chairs 
could b e.. py..t, and after completing that, 

1 I took her 'to her uncie;.s house and \ 
! before leaving asked again if shs was \ 
! 1satisfied and ag;:iin she stated that she \ 
\ was. She took the bus for Corpus I 
· Christi and it i::; my assumption that, ! 

apparently, her pu~rents did not like ' 
the arrangement". However I was ~ot 
contacted by members ' of the family at i 
that time. Instead, Dr. Hector Ga:;.·- i 

cia of Corpus Christi called me. As ! 
we talked our ccnversation became r :.:.. 
ther heated. It was my ur.derstandbg 
that no one except Mrs. :Longoria, or 
someone duly authorized by her, was 
i.n a position to make any arrange­
ments for this funeral: I so stated . 
to Dr. Garcia, and in the heat of the . 
axgument undoubtedl\y made :or.~er; 

statements that could possibly be mis- · 
construed. I made the statc>ment that 
:;s far as I knew the chapel had never 
been used for such a buri<:l. That it 
had not been the practice. As far as I 
know the use of .the funeral chapel 
:had ' '."'~er before been r~uested by 
any person o·~n descent, so , 

naturally, this perm1ss1on has neve:.­
been refused. So I stated that "it has 
not been the practice," and if I wasi 
wrong I apologize. I did not wish 
to change the practice for this parti- . 
cular funeral .:ind so stabd. 

There were reasons why 1 "discour- . 
aged',. -the use of the funeral chapel. 1 

There is considerable evidence to the 
1 

effect that there l:as been trouble be­
tween the wife of Felix Longoria and 
the rest of the famil,y, including his 
D.~~11~- For very apE_arcnt reasons, 
I did not w ish to bring this out rit 
that time, and refrained for some time 
but in all fairness to myself I believ~ 
that should be stated now I did not 
want trouble in the funnal chapel. 
In that connection I felt that Mrs . 
Longoria would or should be able to 
handle the situation in her own house 
but, inasmuch :.:.s I could not deny th~ 
entrance of anycne at the chapel it 
might lead to .family trou~le 

I 'did use the word that the 
that the "whites would not like 
it." I was referring to the fact 
that the "whites" would not 
like the di..-grace of a public 
disturbance r. t a funeral in the 
chapel. I humbly apologize 
forthe use of the word "\'\hites." 
I can only defend myself by 
the fact that I was unjustly ac 
cused and angry when I made 
that statement. 

I was contacted b.y oth :r members 
of the family. They asked me to no­
tify them of the arrival of the body, 
and the funeral date, as th.=y were not 
sure that they would be notified. This 
only intensified my deside to not hav~ 

trouble in the. funeral chapel. I feit 
that by encouraging her to use her 
own house it would be up to her to 
handle any situation that might come 

up. 
However, if Mrs. Longoria had 
mentioned any dissatisfaction 
with these arrangements, I 
would have been glad to work 
out ahnost anything that would 
have been satisfactory to her. 

I wrote Mrs. Longoria and Dr. Gar- · 
cia letters, stating that there was a 
misunderstanding, and that if I w.as iu . 
the wrong, then ~ 9..~0J..9gies we-..·e . 
extended. A copy of her answer ap- ' 

pears below. 
I have been honored to handle all 

· of the funeral services for veterans 0£ 
M14xican descent in this mea up to 
this time, and will do my best tr 
handle them in a proper manner .:n 

the' future. 
I freely admit that in the excite-

ment I made statements which I would 
be happy to retract, but feel that I 
have 'been misquoted and misjudged 
I am Indeed proud that so many of 
my new neighbors are willing to 
forget my mistake. \ I am not a nz.­
tlve of Texas, but I am proud to 
be called ,;-· Texan! 

(Sikned) T. W . Kennedy. 

LETTER FROM MRS LONGORIA 
January 14, 1949. 

Rice Funeral Home, 
T. W. Kennedy, Jr. 
P . 0. Box 328, 

I 

TI1ree Rivers, Texas. I 
Dear Mr. Kenne.dy: 

I wish to acknowledge :vour lette1 . 
dated Jan. 12 which I ~:eceived to­
day. I want to' thank you· frtr yout:' ti 

i offer, however, I . feel that it is still\: 
' too late. 1 

My husband '"'ill be 9c' ~ed in Ar- l 
lington National C;metery, Washing-\ 
ton, D. C. My thanks and grati_turde \ 
to the people of Three Rivers for l 
th~ir se:.1timent on . the matter. l 

I want to let you know that I bear l 
no grudge and still think · greatly of \ 
all of the people from Th1 ee Rivers. · 
I am sorry about the whole matte. 

Sincerely yours, 
Mrs. Beatrice Longoria. 
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AnJ\~, .. pe~ ,.,Letter to Senator Johnson 
' ' • ~ '" ~ ' ':< • ' • • 

~ ·1. "- • . • • ' ' .• 

'Yndon B. Johnson •. 
;:~tates Senate not Mr. Kennedy, but all citizens o! 
~~on~ D. C. Three Rivers, Live 10ak County and 
. nator the State of Texas. 

Ytn.i~· answer to certain telegrams We certainly '10 not uphold Mr. 
sent ·you from Three Rivers, relative Kenedy in his answer to . Garcia and 
to · ih{ buria·l of Feli;. Lorgoria, has the newspaper when he was calleJ 
cause&·· considerable doubt in the by telephone and told how to run his 
min<l{~;of some vf your supporters .ts business and in ~tating that the "whites 
\t>. _w~~:tJier or not you really are wouldn't like it." Mr. Kennedy is a 
itpre~~n·g···ting all of the people in this young man and anxious to succeed in : 

·· Itlattei;" ·. - his business, having purchased the 
J In 6 wer. t~ one of these telegrams business on January 1, .1949, so when 
#ou. ~ted, ·. "No action of mine has these calls came in after he had made 

.. ~· ·~· enfor ... ~ .. ... any stigma . on anyone." accepteahle arrangements with the 
Kindl -; 'i:fead the edit~ri~l from the widow of FeU(x, his reaction was 
~tr~ t r e~· Pr~ss, study the cartoon probably the same as ..rours-without 
~nd . · • " · a.~. your own concinsion. first finding out all the facts he more 

P,re ::·;fu; .:· to your action, not or . less lost hi3 head and ::.aid things 
\ on~ \~·>:>rd had been said in of which he is now very sotry. 
' Th~ee lf.ivers as to where this Ameri- In view of the~e facts some are 
can .s~ldier would be hurried, other wondering why you so promptly in­
than the Longoria family ' lot in the formed certain people outside of Three 
Three ~t 'Eivers Cemetery, where his Rivers that you wm1ld see that Felix 
fathe~'~and family, would have liked was buried in Arlington National Ce­
for hi! .. to rest, where the dtizexis of ~etary, or words to that effect. 
Three i?v~rs, Veterans and · all ·others If you could read "'some of the 
WO\llci•thave given him an American vile letters that we busin~ssmen and 
soldi~f's burial in · hiS own nati've officials are receiving blaming 

f{i . 
town. ~ . . the citizens . of TJ:iree· Rivers, 
·;,:,: Thisl):was to be the return of the :'Live · Oak Count:;~ and ·state: of Texas, 
body ( f one of our citizens who had 'you could not but feel tha( y~u had 
given: . is Ufe for his country .. and be- some · part in)t. : 

.fore . '. ·his···, ." .. . · situation. developed, ar-,. . Of course no . one here expects to 
. range .. ents hal1. been made by the 1tell : you how you should run .· your 
brotherf~f Felix . with the · lo~al ·A- business, but it does seem reasonable 

:.merica1t *J:.egion Post for a military to believe that had you thought · of 
·*fyner, , ;l.~~~·:;Arrangemen. ts .that were us .· as .you seemir·gly thought of others 
~bo · ,. ~~ent from any pther you could have c:.t least requested a;i 
' "i c·.. · · · ,_ · · · . 
, p,Jirial ~.~:~~?:f .. any other • American explanation from one of our city of-
·~ldiertf~· Officers of the posl have in- ficials. Had thh come to 'pass Felix 
£8rmed ;;,\isJthat ··th~ burial 'detail, firiiti· would .... still have a ch3nce to be . , \ '\:~ , , .. , .} 

r:;quad ti1111d even pall bearers had buried in Thre.e Rivers as we citizen5 
~:en fri'~ged for and even now 'are want him to be, his family a17d friends 
a.~~te~f~r ;,they hay~ never .bee~ in- in Three Rivers would be h_appy; ' his 
for~~JJ~yi~t . ~he. ,. :b~r-wouid _ n?t be ·-Viends and. relativ:es ~om !urr~Und-
~u~ruljeie. .;'./ ,· ; , :-'· . . ... . ·. . · .. r .. ;u1g-.toOJmS. oould ·'3till· come- ·ii0' ·'V'iStf' rus 

·~r~~-~en~~r, .you '. .. ~ very grave, and he would rest peacefully in 
fru;~y:\~~ermand why t_he '•citize:i;is of his native town, where all men are 

.fllr:ee . ~.iv~~··" y;er? \-~~ ~~~~4 . ~~~~ , ·,:t~~~~~-~ ~~i! __ ~n~-°"~qual. . · . _ ,, : . '·~ · .1 
~~-~ , ~m~:~1io and,~~ M,le· papers ~~e : · · We have ,a!ways respected .;the 
~ .'.,. · aliat ·,~you · g..~d .maqe arrange:.. · law-makers · of our country and have 
qi~nts "' ·have Felix buried in Ar ling~ been proud . ~~ th~ men we have >Sent 

t~1 , 'mrifl~f· ~~d · • ~come national !:~~ngre~please do not . let us 

ne~ ', wir~s : ,and'-letters began · com-
ing 'fi . :. not to Mr~ Kenedy , who had Respectfully yours, 
made · , e -,.m!stake--but to th~ Cham- Cecil Cunningham, 
her o . C~mmerce, citizens , of . Three Della Goebel 
I Rivers; the ~:Mayor and others blaming Editor~ 
........................................................................... _. ... ~ 
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Live Oak County Report I 
by Della Goebel .\ 

'i 
I 

Three Rivers lays claim ·to being al 
town where there -is harmony among 1 

its citizena. 
There has never been f. trife here 

among residents of different race ori­
gins. We resent and deplore the. 
unfavorable publicity which has gone 
abroad :concerning our town. Action 

1 

following the recent Fe!ix Longoria I 

jncident was occasioned mainly to ser- ' 

1 
ve selfish interests of persons wh<> , 
either wished to pay political debts or ; 
who wished to stabilize their posi- \ 
tion in public opinion. We doubt that 
such a project ever does react fa­
vorably to the instigator. 

Anyone who knows this community 
knows that its spirit is one of co­
operation. 

CARE GIVEN INJURED 
MEXICAN BOY 

A case in point is the manner in ! 

which Juan , Diaz, a local boy, was · 
cared for aft~ he, was inj'11"ed · in a ' 
High School . foctball game. -,Juan is 
an American :· bOy ~f · Melxican descent. 
His parents are tenant farmers. u1 

.November of 1947, while Juan was a 
member of the j\.inior class of .-· the 
10cal High School • and · a·"· member of 

. the football team, during a game play 

I 
ed with ~?~eet on . the P.vening · of. 
November 14, he was seriOusly in­
jured and, for a time, was totally 
paralyzed. Immediately foU<>wing his 
injury, Juan '·~ae taken ~ the local 
hospital and ( ;~iven eve1-y. attention. 
'fhese included th~ .. services of a· spe­
cialist from San Antonio who came 
here. to the hospital regularly and 
assisted local doctors in treatiI1g Juari. 
He was furni;hed: a s~ecial n~rse for 
three monthS. that he remained ' ill the 
h~spital . . · · His m~ic~ · anct JiospitaI:. 
bills. ~·~i ·$3,ooo-:00 · was -.~~ out of.r1be'nl 
Public School funds. · 

.At Christrnas time, the local Rotary , 

Club':. SJ>9nsore.~<:'a ·~onat~.OJ?- ~hi~h,, a- 1 
mounted to $1,00&..24'.·. ·and . wa.S ·present-
ed to Juan to be used in purchasing ! 
arthopedic < leviccs. or ~ · other aids to , 

·be used in his convelescance. J. A. 
Gurwitz who collected this fund, re- \ 
ported to the Rotary Club th~t "It wa.:>. \ 
a pleasure. Eve;:-yone contacted do- ; 
nated cheerfully anc~ generously; ev- i 
eryone was glad to express his good'\ 
wishes for Juan;s recovery" \ 

Following this presentation. Juan au- I 
thorized the following statement in ! 
the local newspaper, "Jaun Diaz ! 
·wishes to express here his thanks 
to his friends for their gifts and good 
wishes. He and his family appre­
ciate the good will and helpfulness e· 
videnced by the people of '!'hree Riv­
ers." 

After Juan was taken from th 
hospital to his home, his friends con:\ 
ti~ued to ·visit him and look out 'for • 
h1.m. .Through the influeni:·e of iUs \ : 
friends here, he was admitted to the ~ 
Gonzales Warm Springs Foundati<h 
at Gonza~es where he received treat­
ment. This Fall he was able to re­
enter :sc-.hooJ;, •although he uses .. 
wheel chair for locomotion. His class 
mates, both Anglo-Americart and La­
tin~Ameri~, hf'lp him by moving his 
chair about the Luilding ant} grounds. 

-ALL CHILDREN ATrEND 

SCHOOL TOGETHER 
Another conrlition which shows the 

fair-mindedness of . Three Rivers ci­
tizens is evidenced by the fact· that 
the Three Rivers Public Schools have 
pioneered in · this section of the State 
in providing equal education facilities · 
for children of a11 resident1:1. 

It has been a custom here fdr 
many years to admit <'hildren of Me­
xican parentage, • nOt : :.onl(y 1b the 
same educationa] facili~es enjo~ . 
by all othP.r children, ··hnt also to the 
same buildings, ' class roonis, ' and ~­
creational groups At present and ·for 
many years past, children ~'of all grades 
except those who do _ not ,speak or un­
derstand English, attend - ~hool to­
~ether. A. separate school.-w~th Eng­
lish speaking tea<'hers is provided for 
these and, as soon as they have over­
come lamruage difficulties, they also 
are admitted. 
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1Jn U.S. Cemetery ·.·. 
Wuhlngton Bureau of The New1 . 

· WASHINGTON;· ' F~b. 4.-The 
army Friday notified Sf?ri..·. Lyndon . ·· 
B. Johnson's office that funeral 
services would · be conduct~d Feb. 
16 for Felix Longoria, Three River~ 
war casualty. _ · , 

Longoria was killed on Luzon. 
Philippine Islands. · · 

His · body will be interred in 
Arlington National Cemetery. Mass 
services will be held at .the same 
time for a ,group of Pacific war 
casualties who are to be buried at 

I 
I 

Arlington. . 

It was not known if Longoria's


widow ahd other members of his 

.family would attend the rites. 


It was alleged by a Latin-Ameri­

can leader in Corpus Christi that , 


i a funeral · home in Three Rivers '· 

had di.scriminated Rgainst Longoria. ­

by refusing to handle his funeral 

and burial. . . · 

Johnson, acting at the widow'sIrequest, obtained army permission 
· to bury him in Arlington. . · 

Three . Rivers officials and ·civie 

leaders )ater denied any discrimina· 

tion was Involved. -, 

~ 

"' 



1CHAIRMAN SAYS 

CHAIRMidN SAYS 


Neighbor 
Panel Open 
To Probe 

F b 4 -The TexasHOUS~ON, ~~mi~sion is will- \ 
Good Ne1g?bor t<:; t d "by any one . 
ing to ~e i~Yf:s 1;~afrman sai~ here. 

: at any iS~ith, Houston oilman, ; 
R. E. . ent when asked for 

made the state~ nicrht on reports 
comment Thurs ~Ythe"'Texas House 
that a member . o lans to intro­
of Reprt::sentha~1vhe~ciu1d abolish the , duce a bill w ic 

! commission. . F Gray, Three 
' Representative !~ts. to do away 
Rivers, Texas, ~ ion because of 
with the .c~mm~ssen an incident in­
wide pubhc1ty_ g1v Latin-Ameri­
volving reb~~~\~~ ~~ :he Philippines. 
can soldier l ublic record," 

"It is a matter of P quarrels
said Smith. :·.we have no 
with anyone. . d he thought the 

Rep. qray sa~ommission "serves 
Good Neighbor ,, and should be 
no useful purpose re eal of a law 
abolished thr_otughper~anent agencywhich made 1 a 
two yea~s ag?· k ,, he said, "that 

"I don t thm • mmiss10n 
y need for a co Ithere is an f that type at .all. 

or agency ~ d of hindering, I 
hope that, mstea t mbling block in 
am taking out a s r~lations." . 
the way of good mission's functions 

One of the cornetter relations ~t::· 
is to promote bd Mexico and c1ti­
tween Te~~;-~~erican ance~try by 
zens of. La 1 . 1 discrimination. 
combatmg raci~d "any differences 

But Gra;v. sat of any foreign 
between citizen: be handled by the 
country can bes t of the federal 
State Departme; differences be· 
governm.ent, an f this country, re­
tween cithen1 ~ blood. can be 
gardless of. t ~1: courts." 

ir~.y:dt~:t ~ln~nty ~f~ssT~x:~~~ ~~ 
badly tr~ahte1 ~~e;ohave to create 
argued, t a , . "ion I can't un­
a special comr:i~s~a~y people are 

• derstand "':'hY ~ing into t his coun­
interested ihn cothey come here, they! try-and w e;; 

I want to s_t·:.:.a.:y_. _ ......,..___I ­

/.· Neighbor 

I PanelOpen 


I H!~o~lF~bh~-The Texas 
/ Good Neighbor Commission is will­
ing to be inv~stigat~d "by a_ny one 
at any time," 1ts chairman said here. 

R. E. Smith, Houston oilman, 
made the statement when asked for 
comment Thursday night on reports
that a member of the Texas House 
of Representatives plans to intro­
duce a bill which would abolish the
commission. 

Representative J. F. Gray, Three 
Rivers, Texas, wants to do away 
with the commission because of 
wide publicity given an incident in­
volving reburial of a Latin-Ameri­
can soldier killed in the Philippines. 

"It is a matter of public record," 
said Smith. "We have no quarrels
with anyone." 

Rep. Gray said he thought the 
Good Neighbor Commission "serves 
no useful purpose" and should be 
abolished through repeal of a law 
which made it a permanent agency
two years ago. 

· "I don't think," he said, "that 
there is any need for a commission 
or agency of that typ~ at .all. I 
hope that, instead of ~mdermg,. I 
am taking out- a stumblmg block m 
the way of good relations." 

One of the commission's functions 
is to promote better relations be­
tween Texas and Mexico and citi. 
zens of Latin-American ancestry by 
combating racial discrimination. 

But Gray said "any differences 
between citizens of any foreign · 
country can best be handled by the 
State Department of the federal 
government, and differences be­
tween citizens of this country, re­
gardless of their blood, can be 
ironed out in the courts." 

"If the minority classes . are so 
badly treated in South Texas," he 
ar rrued. "that they have to . create 
a ~pecial commission, I can't un­
derstand why so many people are 
interested in coming into this coun­
try-and when they come here, they
want to stay." 



1 

C:1SOMarch 

'Hof' Against 

School Plan 

The Austin Statesman Capitol Staff 

Baylor law professor Caso M~rch 1· 
joined hands Friday with State i 
Superintendent L. A. Woods in op­
position to the Gilmer-Aiken ~chool 
system reorganization proposal and 1 

said he would be a candidate for ! 
governor to carry on his fight I
against it. 

The Waco man, who has been a 
.;ubernatorial candidate for the past ! 

two elections, said he is "still run- ' 
ning," being particularly hot about 
the Gilmer-Aiken plan. 

The Baylor professor says his op­
position is based on the assertion 
that the Gilmer-Aiken proposals 
are a scheme to keep from taxing
natural resources. 

Earlier, Woods told newsmen he 
could "be pushed" into the race for 
governor in 1940. He bitterly op­ 1 

poses the phase ot the committee's 
recommendations which would • 
abolish Woods' position as eleeted 
head of the state school system. 

Under the bill , the State Board 
of Education would be elected and 
would then in turn appoint a state 
commissioner of education. 

W oo<ls said, on questioning about 

the gubernatorial -race: "Well, they 

could .push me into it. If they kick 

me out of here without the will of /
the people, it might give me a 
pretty good chance." I 

Previously mentioned most fre­

quently as possible 1950 guberna­

torial candidates were Lfoutenant 

Governor AHan Shivers, L and 

Commissioner Bascom Giles, Attor­

ney General Price Daniel and Rail ­

road Commissioner Olin Culberson. 


Both March and Wood~ made 
"hot" sp.eeches against the Gilmer­
Aiken plan at a mass meeting held 
last week in Waco. 

DAMSITE " 
r· Plan Calls ! 

For Moving 

All Zapata 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 4.-{~)­

f r transplanting
Tentati_ve plans hoen the proposed \ Johnson City Boyan entir.e town w Dam is built 

international .Fa~o::Ude are before 
ac:::-oss the Rio r I

,
' Seriously Burnedp . sident Truman. Il~he town is Zapata, Texas, pop- ; 

JOHNSON CITY, Feb. 4. CSPL)- , 
i.; ~ation 4,000. t• lio-ht of the pre- J Lloyd Smith, 9-year-old _son ofThe prospec ive p .. . pu- ~ Floyd Smith of Johnson. City, was 
dom1na.n · t seat was pre- , 

· tly Latin-American po I 
seriously burned here Fn~ay after- ' 

lated Zapata t~oun Jiief executive ' noon in a gasoline explos10n. r 

sented to e ert Lee Bobbitt, The explosion occured when .an I
Thursday by RebAntonio attorney uncle of the boy was using gasohr>:e 1 

who represents the coun y. 
La.redo and 8an t 

i to ignite a grass fire. Th~ boy 1; · 
Ibeing treated in a Fredencksburo 

. d the Texas border city hospital. 

He sa1 . undated when waters 
 ~~~.......
~~-­

would be l~ind the Falcom Dan;. 
back up be thorized by the US­one of three au 
Mexico water treaty. 't in the : 

Work should shtart o~ ~e com-
t three mont s an t n~x . bout three years a an 

pleted m a t of approximatelyestimated cos 

$40,000,000, h~ ad~4~n and schools, i 
"The court ous • nd homes will . 

as well as churches ad to higher /
h to be move t 

c:ive bbitt told a repor er 
ground. ~o he White House. 
upon leavmg t t' · d all these 

"When I men IOne 11 d 
ident he reca eangles to the. Pr;;ecedent for the 

that (1 there t iscrivinO' assistance in
Governmen "' ~. 

such c~rcum.~a~~e~~d discussed the 
Bobbitt sa1 ·u Senators Con-

problem also w1 land Representa­
1] nd Johnson t 

na Y a II Texas Democrn. ?• I 
tlve Bentsen, ia federal authori- Iantl with var ous 

ties. rned is willing \ 
"Everyone. concebb"tt "We now :

h 1 ., said Bo 1 · f ' 
ta e p, out details o 2. ' 

will have t?ll'~or1~atisfactory to d1e

plan that w1 e :: I 

people of Zapa~._~- -­
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(Contin lied from Page 1) 

Ramsey, in defending Ken­
. nedy, said that "most funerals 
here are held in churches or 
homes "because the- "chapel pro­
bably would not be appropriate 
for such a service." 

"It's small and its used mos­
tly--by whites and Latin-Ame­
ricans alike--only to let a body 
lie in state," he said. "The cha­
pel isn 't like in big cities." 

Ramsey criticized Sen. Lyn­
don B. Johnson (D., Tex. ,) _who 
made the arrangements in W / ;h­
ington for Longoria to be buried 
there· 

"It is our feeling that Johnson 
capitalized on this situation to 
further his own standing with 
the Latin-American population 
in Texas," Ramse y said. 

d 
'Il 
in 
~ 
b 
r1 

S
1 

e i 
n~ 


iD·~ 


D\ 

co1 
tru 
O'n\ 
Tg'11 

f~i 
"Our town is ashamed of the" e! 

publicity the affair has re-
1 

! 
ceived. We didn't deserve it. B 
You'll find no town anywhere sci 
in South Texas that has enjoyed Pl 
better relations between Latin.­ Al 
Americans and whites." Gi v 

~ 
jLive Oak County 
J

Resident Offers 

Home For Rites 


R. R. Stricklen, prominent 

Live Oak county resident who 

visited in Laredo Thursday, of­

fers his own home for funeral 

services for the Latin-American 

soldier reportedly refused burial 

by a Three Rivers, Texas, fune­

ral home earlier in thp week. 


"I wish to volunteer my own 
home for the boy's funeral," 
Stricklen told The Times yester­
day. The visitor is a traveling 
representatitve of an Iowa firm 
and makes frequent trips here. 
A property owner, his home is 
located near Three Rivers. , 

"I regret and condemn this I 

fu neral dire c to r's actions," 
Str icklen declared. "I think per­
sonally most of the people in my 
county are ashamed of him. Pos­
sibly the court house in Live Oak 
county would be availablp and I 
am sure all the citizens of the 

i county would be prou.-j and- ho­
. nored to have services for one of 
its heroes take place there.",_ -~ 

' 



PosTOffice, Politics· 

Separation Advised 


j WASHINGTON, .Feb. 17 CUPL- ciency· and militates against the ln· 

:The Hoover Commission said Thurs- centive of promotion." 

' day that Congress should take the The commission said the depart­

!Post Office Department out of ment's revenue has climbed from 

1 politics. $38,000 in ·1790 to more than $1,300,­

: Recommending a v.:holesale re- 000,000 a year but is currently op­

!organization to put the postal serv- erating at a deficit. 

j ice on a "business-like" basis, the It placed the 1948 deficit at 

: commission proposed: . $310,000,000, .. or 22 per cent of its 

I 1. The Postmaster General re- total income, and estimated the 

' main in the Cabinet. subject to figure would climb above $500,­ 1· 
•Senate confirmation. but he should 000,000, or more than 30 per cent, : 
1 not be "an official of a political this year. 

party, such as chairman of a na• 

tional committee." 


(Jesse M. Donaldson. the present 

Postmaster General, came up from 

the postal ranks and is the first one • 

in years who has not also served · 

as chairman of the Democratic or 

Republican National Committees.) 


2. As far as possible, postmasters 

should be selected by top postal i 


officials from candidates on Civil · 

Service lists "in consultation with!' 

community leaders." The require- i 


ment of Senate confirmation shouldj'.· 

i1 

be abolished for postmasters. I 
The bi-partisan commission, j 

~ headed by former President Her­
bert Hoover, said in its fourth re- 1 · 

· port on government streamlining !l
1 that needed reorganization . could \ 
l wen start with an agency that has .i grown in 159 years into one of "the I 
1 world's largest business organiza- I 

tions." · I 
It said its operations are ham- I 


strung by an obsolete and over- I 

centralized administrative set-up 1 


and by a maze of outmoded laws, I 

regulations and traditions which ! 

freezes progress and stifles proper 
i 
administration. 

The problem is further compli· 

cated, it said, by "poli tical appoin t ­

ment of first, second and third­
d;:iss postmasters a nd certain othe r ! 

1 


offic ials ~which) produces ineffi ­
1 



LOtfo Service Discouragecr­
By Rice Funeral Home 

Rice Funeral Home in Three 
Rivers this morning qualified its 
refusal to hold chapel services tor 
a Latin American killed in World 
War II, but Latin organizations 
continued' to press a protest cam­
paign. 

T. W. Kennedy, manager of the 
home, admitted last night that he 
had refused the use of his chapel 
for Felix Longoria, Three Rivers 
veteran killed in the Philippines in 
1945. "We never did let them use 
the chapel," he said then, "and 
we don't want to start now.'' 
T ermed 'Misnnne rstanding' 

This morning Kennedy said that 
"We 're not refusing, but we're do­
ing everything we can to discour­
age it." To date, he added, the 
chapel has never been used tor 
Latin services. Terming the whole 
thing a "misunderstanding," Ken­
nedy said it had been "cleared up" 
when his funeral home offered to 
send 'the body to Corpus Christi, 
where it could be given a chapel 
service. 

The American GI l"'orum, how­
ever, went ahead with a protest 
meetin2 scheduled for 8 o'clock 

tonight at Lamar School. Mrs. Bea· 
trice Longoria is scheduled to 
speak _at the meeting, according to 
Dr. Hector Garcia, Forum presi­

(See PROTEST, Page 10.) 

STATE GROUP 

ENTERS CASE 


AUSTIN, Jan. 11. (AP) -The 
Good Neighbor Commission took 
quick action today on a com· 
plaint that a South Texas fun­
eral home had refused its faci­
lities for re-burying a Latin Am­
erican GI killed on Luzon. 

Tom Sutherland, executive 
secretary of the commission, 
said the director of the funeral 
home at Three Rivers told him 
he had "discouraged" but had 
not refused to handle the re­
internment. 

Sutherland said the funeral 
home director ·said he would han­

dle the re-burial "i! the family 
insists." 
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PROTEST 
(<;ontinued .fr --.m Page One.) 

dent. Garcia said a protest meet- \ 
ing is also ' scheduled at Three Ri­
vers later this week, and said his 
group would not be satisfied un­
less the Rice Home completely re­
versed its policy against Latin ser­

vices in the chapel. 

Lula.c Protests 


Lee Licona, president of League 

of United Nation American Citi­
zens, Council No. 1 in Corpus 

Christi, added this morning that 

Lulac also "bitterly protested" 

the incident. The council, he said, \ 

plans to call the attention of the 

Texas Funeral Directors and Em­

balmers ' Association to the fun- ·' ! 

eral home's policy. · 


The Forum last night also sent 
a bout two dozen protest telegrams 11

· to civic leaders and government I
Iofficials_in Three Rivers, the Good 

I 

f Neighbor Commis · A . , 
! cers in ch s10n, rmy otfi-1an! . arge of ret · 
/ soldiers , and state durfnmg dead vii 
1 ficials an edersil of­
1 • . . 

i The telegra . is· 

I 
I "In :111s read m part: ir 
in d ' . outr estimation the action ii:il Ii 

. 11.ec contradiction of the · p 
. p~mc1pals for wh. h L san:ie 
died The ic ongor1a 
d . d.h people !or whom h ;

ie ave denied h " e 
deserving any A 1~ the last rites

mer1can hero 
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tegislative Panel to Exa1nine 
Back:ground of Longoria Case 

Au~tin Bureau of The New& IHis hody was brought back from . 
AUSTIN, Texas, Feb. 17.-A five-

1 
Luzon , where he died in action in ' 

member legislative committee will World War. II. Mrs. Longoria clai!lls [ 
1 investigate the Felix Longoria case. a Three Rivers _undertaker denied 1 

1 - • . t hem use of his chapel, becauseI• 

:The House ordered the mvest1ga- Longoria v,:as a Latin American. 
tion Thursday by a vote of 104 to , The undertaker, war veteran ~· W . . 

·
1 

twenty. · IKennedy_ Jr., insis.ts ~ha_t a _m1sun- i 

:., Nominated 
~. Feb. 17 (APl. ­

an sent some 700 

nations to the Sen­

amoni: the m fi ve 

Nominations for 

Irvln L. Hergert, 

) . Bier, Plainview; 

' n. Temple; Gran­
0uston, and Thom­
1ntsvil le. 
1use said most of 

Th 1a· f Th derstandmg, not d1scnmmat1on, oc- ! 
e young so ier . .rom ree Icurred. i 

Rivers, Live Oak County, was bur- I State Representat ives heeded the J 

ied at Arlington National Cemetery ple. a fro.m Three Rivers' Re p. J . F. i 
Wednesday. . Gray for an official inquir. y . The ~ 

A · t . t' l · 'd 1 11 Icommittee, which has a $1.000 ex- ri 
. n _111 ~rn.a .1ona mc1 . en ' a ~g- pense account, is direc ted to report i'i 
m g d_1scnm mat1on agarnst. Lattn- , by rvra r ch 15. : 
Amencans, grew out o( tlie case. Rep. Abraham Kazen Jr., of La- I 

redo asked that all hearings during I 
Electric Co-operative - the .investig~tion be public. Gray I 

re plied t hat it should be "taken for 
Given $220,000 Loan granted" that hearings will be pub­

lic in a fr~ country. 
WASHINGTON, Feb. 17 ( AP ) .­ Rep. Johnn 'stin 

were of men pre- The Rural Electrifi.cation Admini­ s 
· Mr. Truman dur- st.ration said Thursday it had made Go 
'n of the E ightieth a $220,000 loan to the Taylor Elec- vt.i 

tr ic Co-operati ve, Merke l, Texas. \ 

bor lin-

h . . . --- ­ -- ­ -. ·-- ·"' -
-;.e 1 "My pe~ple insist that the tru~th1 ' " 

"We feel , we know, that reports 
·ecently published by · the Good 
\feighbor Commission are not true, 
iot only concerning this incident," 
eplied Gray. The legislator said 
lie "undue publicity" on the 
~ongoria case had reflected on his 
ommunity, state and nation. 

hi known," said Gray. 

{1;1MI ijji,IMMi\1## 
. tboutands now chew steak, ~r~. applet 
without fear of4lppbli t*atnil Th~ U_:! 
8TAZE amazing new cream n a an..,. 
~ be I STAZE aeal• edge• TIGHT I ~el~ 
~~ep out annoyinc food J)&rtield 
·Money-back guarantee. Get 354 !TAft I 
Ifill HOLDS PLATES ll811TtR._ lDl_!ll 

http:insis.ts
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Tliree Riv:ers CofC Brands 
i 

Reburial Storv 'Bad Puhlicitv' 

Caller-Tlme11 New11 Service 

I THREE RIVRS - Citizens ot 
· Three Rivers will leave no stones 
: unturned to counteract the "bad 
, publicity" to which their town has 
! fallen victim within the last few 
: days, S. F. Ramsey, banker and 
president of the Chamber of Com­
merce said last night. 

He had reference to the uproar, 
as violent as an earthquake in 
Three Rivers and felt all over the 
nation, over plans for reburying 
one of its soldier dead-a youth 
af Mexican descent who !ell in 
the Philippines. 

It all started when T. W. Ken­
nedy, manager of Rice Funeral 
Home here, declined use of his 
c h a p e 1 for services for Felix 
Longoria. A member of the fam· 
ily complained to Dr. Hector Gar­
cia of Corpus Christi, president of 
the GI Forum. 

Garcia, after talking with Ken­
nedy, charged that Kennedy's act­
ion was an act of discrimination 
against Americans of Mexican de­
scent. 

Kennedy at the time said: "We 
just never did make a practice of 
letting them use the chapel." 
Discrimination Intent Denied 

Later, Kennedy denied any in· 
tention or act of discriminatory 
practice on his part. In a lengthy 
statement issued Thursday he said 
he had suggested the use of a pri­
vate home instead of the chapel 
because he .had heard there was 
"some conflict between" the sol· 
dier's widow and his parents. 

~ . 

(In Corpus Christi Dr. Garcia 
released a letter from Kennedy 
to Mrs. Beatrice Longoria, the wi­
dow, which said in part : "If there 
was a misunderstanding on my 
part, my· apologies are extended. 
It you still want use of our funer­
al chapel and want us to conduct 
services, we will be only too glad 
to be able to be of service . . . ") 

Ramsey said he was hopeful that 
plans might be made even at this 
late date to bring Longoria 
''home.'' 

Meanwhile there was nothing to 
indicate that the Longoria family 
w 0 u 1 d change arrangements, 
made by Sen. Lyndon Johnson, to· 
bury Longoria in Arlington Nation­
al Cemetery. 

(Dr. Garcia. said last night that 
"as far as we are concerned, the 
case is closed. The family is well 
pleased with arrangements.") 

In his statement Thursday Ken­
nedy said that original plans call­
ed for use of the chapel and that 
he had or made no objection. He 
said he imgg~sted use of a private 
home only after he had heard of 
differences between members of 
the surviving family, because he 
didn't want the chapel to be the 
scene of any trouble. 

He said that Mrs. Longoria, the 
widow, offered no objections at the 
time, but that her pa.rents in Cor­
pus Christi were disturbed and 
"instead of contacting me t<> make 
arrangements, they took the matter 
to Dr. Hector Garcia. in Corpus 

J 

Christi. He in turn phoned me and 
jumped me up about it. . . 

"I did not at any time refuse 
to bury him or allow ·use of the 
chapel because he was L a t i n 
American: I thought I was avoid­
ing any trouble at the funeral 
home by asking Mrs. Longoria to 
use her house. I felt that she 
could take care of anv situation 
that might come up better at her 
house than at a public business 
place." 
'Ashamed of Publicity' 

Chamber of Commerce Presi­
dent Ramsey said he a.nd other 
Three Rivers citizens will not per­
mit the issue to be dropped .until 
the "name of our city has been 
cleared." Three Rivers, he said 
"is ashamed of the publicity' 
which is not deserved. You'll find 
no town ,anywltere in South Texas 
that has enjoyed better relations 
between Latin and Anglo Ameri­
cans." . 

Ramsey also was put out with 
Sen. Johnson. "It is our feeling," 
he said, "that he capitalized on 
th.is to furth~r his own standing 
with the Latin American popula­
tion." 
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tegislative Panel to Examine 

Background of Longoria Case 


"Nominated 
N, Feb. 17 (AP).­
a n sent some 700 
nations to the Sen­
among them five 
Nominatio ns for 
Irvin L. Hergert, 
) . Bier, Plainview; 
•n, Temple ; Gran­
0uston, and Thom­
1ntsvi lle . 
1use sa id m ost: of 
were of me n pre-
Mr. T r uman dur­

•n of the Ei g ht ieth 

WASHINGTON, Feb. 17 (AP L ­
The Rural Electrifi.cation Admini­
stratio n sairi Thursday it had made 
a $220,000 loan to t he Taylor Elec­
tric Co-operative, Merkel, Texas. 
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ielix Lonaoria To Be
,,,,..; . 

Buried at San Antonio 

Felix Longoria will be buried 

at San Antonio , after a special 
service has been held in Arling­
ton National Cemetery in Wash­
ington, D. C., his widow, Beatrice, 
said this morning. 

Longoria, who was killed in 
World War II, became the center 
of a national incident after Rice 

: Funeral Home in Three Rivers 
' fi rst refused and then "discour­
aged" on racial grounds, a chapel 
service for the veteran. 

His family met late last night 
in Three Rivers and yielded to 
Texas pressure after the interven­
tion of R. E. Smith, Houston, 
chairman of the Good Neighbor 
Commission. Smith urged that the 
burial be "in Three Rivers, or at 
least in Texas" to clear the state's 
reputation in the incident. 
Three Rivers Rejected • 

The family unanimously reje~ 
ed any service in Three Rivers. 
Guadalupe Longoria, Sr., father of 
the veteran, said the San Antonio 
decision was taken to show that 
the family "bore no grudge." He 
also denied, however, an earlier 
statement attributed to Mayor J. 
K. Montgomery of Three Rivers 
that he favored a hometown cere­
mony. At no time , said Longoria , 
did he make that statement. 

Offer of the Arlington ceremonY: 

had previously been accepted bJ 
the veteran's widow, who joined in 
the family decision last night. 
Smith's offer, which was accepted 
on that basis, stipulated that "if 
members of the family go to Wash­
ington, we will arrange for all 
military honors on a national lev· 
el" at the capitol. 
En Route to Washington 

Longoria's body is now en rout& 
to Washington, according to his 
widow. Members of the . family 
who said they planned the Wash· 
ington trip include the widow; his 
daughter, Adelita; his mother, 
Dolores; three brothers, Arturo, 
Alberto and Guadalupe, Jr.; a sis· 
ter, Carolina Longoria. The bur· . 
ial at San Antonio will be in the 
state memorial cemetery there, 
but other details were not com· 
pleted this morning. · 

Dr. Hector Garcia, head of the 
American GI Forum, said he has 
raised $1,200 from individuals and 
South Texas Latin American or­
ganizations to pay for the Wash· 
ington trip. Three Rivers has also 
pledged to pay expenses of one 
member of the family. They plan 
to make the trip by plane, leav· 
ing Corpus Christi in a group. 

The meeting last night was ar· 
ranged by Ga·rcia, at the request _ 
o! Smith~ 

Funeral'ilomeI 
Action Dra,vs 
F01·um Protest , 
.The American GI Forum last ! 

nig~t called a .protest meeting for I 
tomght after Rice Funeral Home 
in Three Rivers refused use of its 
chapel for a Latin American vet­
eran killed in World War II. t 

1The veteran was Felix Longoria .
who was killed in action in the 
Philippines in 1945. His body is 
now en route home on an Army · 
transport. 

Mrs. Beatrice Longoria, the vet- .: 
eran's wife, is scheduled to ad- 1 
dress the meeting tonight. She said 1 

last night that the funeral home I 
refused to let the bodv remain ! 
in its chapel until burial on \ 
grounds that "the whites don' t like I 
it." l 

T. W. Kennedy, manager of the ; 
funeral home, confirmed the wo- I 
man's story by telephone last l 
night. "We just never did make ! 
a practice of letting them use the I 
chapel," he said, "and we don't I, 
want to start now." I 

Most of them, he added, ·don't 
want the chapel service. . 

The Forum meeting tonight will 1 
1 

be held at 8 p.m. ·in Lamar School 

according to Dr. Hector Garcia 


' president of the organization. fi~ 

said another protest meeting was 

scheduled later in the week at 

Three Rivers. 

Funeral arrangements m e a n­
while have been held up pending 
a possible .change of decision by 
th~ funeral home. Mrs. Longoria 
said she will bring her husband's 
body to- Corpus Christi for burial 
if use ot the chapel continues to 
be . denied, She has wired Army 
officers~ she said, notifying . t~m ! 
of the funeral home's attitude and I 
asking them to hold the body at . 
present for that reason. 

1 



Legislator 

Seeks Probe 

Of Reburial 


i Three Rivers announced Wednes­
1 day he '~.:ill call for an investiga­
1 

tio n of circumstances surrounding 
the reburial of a Texas La tin-Amer-! 
[ca n war veteran. 

Gray bad r e:=id y for in trod uction 
in the House a resolution asi..:ing 
l'or a five-member commi t1 e 2 Lo 
probe for "the truth in this ·::o n ­
troversy" involving the reb11rial of ; 

Felix Longoria, Three Ri vers vet- ! 
eran who died . during the battle 
of Luzon. 

Gray previo"1sly had introduced 
a measure calling for the aboiish­
ment of the Texas Good Neighbor 
Commission because of its activity 
in the case. Gray declared the com­
mission was stirring up, instead of 
settling, racial fe.elings. 

\Vednesday'~ resolution scores 
"conflicting reports" regarding the 
Three Rivers incident and it "is 
absolutely necessary fo.r the eon­
tinuaiion of good · relations among 
the peoples of South Te·xas and to 
our :international relations" to e~tab­
Iish the truth about what happen­
ed. 

The resolution also asserts, ' \vith­
out the public knowing the f..tct.s, 
injustice is being done to the peo­
ple involved in this controversy 
making it doubly necessary that the 
truth be found." 

It asks that the House speaker, ap­
point a five-man committee em­
powered to call witnesses and take 
testimony and report its findings 
"not later than March 1, 1949, to 
the end that justice may be done." 

ARLINGTON REBURIAL FOR 

TEXAS SOLDIER READIED 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 16.-(JP)-A 
hero 's burial was arranged for 
Wednesday afternoon for Felix Lon­
goria of Three Rivers, Texas, in 
nearby Arlington National Ceme­
tery. 
• Grave opening9 for the Texas 
youth of Latin-American desc2nt 
who was 'killed in Lhe Philippines 
and for 18 other World War II 
heroes were readied atop Pershing 
Hill. A few yards away is the plot 
where General of the Armies John 
J. Pershing was buried only a few 
months ago. · 

The selection of the nation's fore­ , 
most national cemetery as the la9t .! 
resting place for Longoria came I' 
after char ges that a Three Rivers II 
funeral home had refused to handle I 
the soldier's body because he was a j: 
Latin-American. 1: 

The funeral home denied the I 
charges. voiced by a Latin-Amer­
ican organization in Texas, but 
during the furore the family de- . 
cided to accept the opportunity to I 
have the burial in Arlington. 

The body, interred in the Philip­
' pines at first, recently was brought I 

back for burial. j 
Members of the .lamily who ar­

rived by plane Tuesday night in­
cluded the widow, Mrs. Beatrice 
Longoria, and daughter, Adelita; 
Mrs. Lupe Longoria, the soldier 's 
mother, two sisters and three broth­ ! 
ers. 1\ 

Senator Lyndon B. Johnson (D- ' 
Texas), who arranged the Arling- I! 
ton burial, and Representative Lyle · 
<D-Texas), planned to attend. Sen­
ator Connally (D-Texas) was un­
able to be present due to a meet,ing 
of the Senate foreign relations com­
mittee, of which he is chairman. 

The full military burial ceremony\ 
was scheduled to last about 30 min- . 
utes, with brief last rites by clergy I 
representing the faiths of the 19 , 
men. I 

A firing squad stood by to fire 
three rounds, followed by a bugler \ 
sounding taps. 



Texas House 
to Sift Case 
:of Longoria 

Three Rivers Solon 

Asks Action ·141ter 

Arlington Rites 


BY ASSOCIATFD PRES!! 

AUSTIN, Feb. . 17 . ..:_The 

House of Representatives 
' 

Thursday or.dered ·,·a , legisla­ , 

tive investigation of the cori­ ; 

troversy over the reburial of 1 


a Latin - American soldier 

killed .on Luzon. 


Tne ·vote was !Of -to 20. "'·'"' . f i 

.The . investigatio~ ' ·was. ·~sk~d i 


by Rei< J . · F. ; G!·ay.'.~· o~: Thret i 


.ji:1~.;~if~~~~~~t ! 
provea,'....arid lh~·{flve:man com· \ 

mitt_ee 'tA ~'~ raRI>\>W~-~s~'fa!f· i?· }
~tt.,1fll te.~Fit: ·;~~· bacl¢.·Rti{or, ~ 
Marf h 15. ·.:.Y .; ,;.,;~.:: /: ,;,.: .:·: ,, ~ ~ ; 

· Gray's· ~eso1tititin ''first' W~s r e-' i 


ferred ( tQ _thfi' ;!ui . om,mi1ti~ ' 

onst~inUl1~~~~..:·., ,:pam,~~~-if~r~ r. 
later .Gr~Y'. . sect.w~·_, fioUsl¥-7per-' · 

missibn ti> ·bl:irig. t~ "ni~tt~r - 14\ ; .
 
for immediate consideration . o'n· 1 

the floor, . . . _ -.. . t•' l 


.Reps. Abraham . Kazen, jr.,. of 5 


I:.aredo:. and. J()~~ -C_ri;!sthwait:~f l 

Dallas told Gray hts ,resoluUo'n .
 
,' :rould not ' acco. mplish its•obj~- · 

t1ve because it,'.contained no pro· . 

vision for money with which to ·1 


-make the investigation. .. .·t .· I

'.'If you are going to get a'riy- i 


thmg more than - a whitewash i
Icommittee, you had ,1better get 

enough money to make the thor­
ough kind of investigation you 

want," Kazen advised. · . : · 


The house then .sent the r4­
olution to the . contingent ' ex­

penses . committee to .· deterfuine 

how, much money shoµld : be al­
lowed. : . ,, i-


Rep . . Johnny B. Rogers of 

Austin suggested .that ·the .Good \ 

Neighbor Commission ' had been 

set up by the stale . to handle 

just such cases . as this. _ 


Gray quickly , attacked tl:\e 

Good Neighbor .Comm,ission, say­

ing he had evidence . the agenqy 

already.has made.untruthful' re­
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Date ci:3-_1_-:_J9J9________ 

r5olon to Ask ·i 

GNC Action 
Special to The Liicht, 

AUSTIN, Feb. 4.-As south 
Texas legisla,ti~0'l's$annep')their
fight to presefv ' · ~A"ex~§!Good 
Neighbor com issi fY. Rep. J. F. 
Gray. Three ivers, who wants 
to a bolish it, stood pat today and 
said he would demand an early 
decision on the matter. 

Rep. Gray said the Good Neigh· 
bor commission had "irritated re· 
lations" in connection with the 
incident at Three Rivers last 
month which resulted in the' 
burial of Felix Longoria .in the 
National cemetery at Arlington 
rather than in his home town o! 
Three Rivers. 

Gray also denounced Sen. Lyn. 
don B. Johnson "and other politi· 
cians" who "jumped on the band· 
vvagon for publicity." Johnson 

made arrangements for the Ar· 

lington burial after hearing re­

ports a Three · Rivers funeral 

home had refu~d to handle his 

fune1·al at its charel. 


ASiiS EARLY ACTION 
The Three Rivers legislator. . 

' who said he has many friends 
~.· 	 among Latin-Americans, said he 

would ask that his bill to wipe 
out the 4-year-o1d GNC be set 
for early hearing. 
· Reps. Abe Kazen, Laredo; A. 
J. Vale, Rio Grande City. and 
Joe Kilgore, McAllen, all said 
they would fight the bill. Vale 
was author of the bill creating 
the GNC in 1945, and Kilgore 
and Kazen were co-authors of the 

: bill which made it a permanent 
state agency in 1947. The com­
mission includes Hugh Halff and 

· Gen. Jonathan Wainwright, San 
Antonio, among its membership 

; and has t\:vo employes, Execu­
. tive Secretary Tom Sutherland 
and his secretary, Mrs. Caroline 

Long. 
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V A t l E Y M 0 R N 1 N G S T A R, H A R l I N G E N,,, T E X A S 

jThree Rivers Apologizes to Longorias For 
!Situation Which Prevents Hero's Burial 
j T H R E E R I V E R S <U.P.> This Longoria said, had refused the use I 
, sleepy little South Tex as town I of his chapel for the funeral .serv­
1a pologized Thursday night to the ice "because whites might obJect." 
!family of the late Felix Longoria "I'm all mixed up about this," 
,for an "incredible situation" which said Mrs. Longoria in a wavering 
pr evented his being buried here voice. "So many things have hap­!

1

1a longside his Latin-American an- pened too fast. I am glad, of 

'. cestors. · course, that Three Rivers has 

1 

But the apologies came too late .come to fe. el the way it feels. May- I· 

' for Felix's widow, Mrs. Beatrice lbe it w ill help others." 

: Long oria. She said Felix, who Reaches San Francisco 

;wa~ . ki_lled in_ the b_attle of t~e u. s. Sen. Lyndon B. Johnson ~ 

Ph1~1ppmes, :mn be given a ip.ero s lwas making arrangements for ! 
buria~ at Arh:igton national ceme- Felix's re-burial in Arlington. She . 
tery m Washington. said the body of her husband had · 

A Three Rivers undertaker, Mrs. / arrived at San Fra ncisco Thurs­
--i day and she planned to go to 


, W a shington for the service in 

iabout a week. 

: T. W. Kennedy, the Three Riv­

;ers funeral director, denied he had 

.refused use of his chapel because 

'. the Longorias were of Mexican 

descent. He said, "I felt I was . 

merely avoiding trouble when I 

asked Mrs. Longoria, the widow,. 


i if she could use her house for the : 

!funeral. 

, Kennedy had since written her, · 

:offering to make all the arrange­ 1 

ments for her husband's re-burial. I 

iThe Three Rivers Chamber of 

i Commerce directors met Thursday j 

;and adopted a resolution. It did 

! not take Kennedy to task because.I 

1 the directors felt he was a victim . 

of misunderstanding. 1
 

11 
Unfavorable Publicity 

But it did "deplore unfavora ble would_guarantee transportation to I F amily At Odds 
publicity on this incredible situa- Washmgton for .a?y oth~r mem- Ramsey said Mrs. Bea.trice Lon­
tion" and it p raised the Longoria · hers of Longoria s family who goria a nd Longoria's parents w en. 
family as one "held in h igh w~.nted to at.tend the funeral. jat odds over personal matters, in ­
esteem." . The ca se IS closed as far as we ,eluding the funeral plans and that 

The mayor of the town, J . K. are concerned," said Garcia, in al iwas the "trouble" Ken~edy had 
Montgomery, offered his big, two- rep?rt to Thomas C. Sutherland,'/ referred to. 
story stone home-one of the ch~irman of ~he_ Texas Good Ramsey said, "our funeral 
Three Rivers' finest - for the · ~eigh~or .co~mission at Austin. / chapel here p robably would no t be 

1 18funeral. Cha mber of Commerce The .tam ily w~!l pleased With I'app~opriate anyway for such a 
President S. F. Ramsey, a banker, ! the arrangements. /service. It's small and it's used 
told the Longorias that his tan Significant Attitudes ·,mostly - bv whit es a nd Latin-
stucco, two-stor y house was theirs , ~u.therland , chief ?ff~cer of the IAm ericans, ~ a ljke - only to let a 
for the funeral if they would use · offici~l Te:ci:i-s comm1ss10n for de- 1 body lie in sta t e. The chapel isn' t 
it. : velo~mg f riendly relations with j like in big cities. Most funerals 

But the widow said, no. Guada- ! Mexico and the Latin-American , here are held in churches or 
lupe Longoria, F elix 's father, told · ;p~pulation of Texas, said Three j homes." , 

::' t he bo. ard of directors, that he 1~1.ver_s..and othe: town,~ had shown !' "Three R.ivers," said Ramsey, "is 
would like to have his son broug ht I sigmticant attitudes. ashamed of the publicity, which is 

' here, but that the widow was in · _Ra m sey was hopeful t hat plans not deserved. You'll find no town 
'charge. :1 mi_ght be mB:de .. even this late to Ianywhere in South Texas tha.t has 

:brmg Longoria home." But if the ·enjoyed better relations between 
.body goes to Arlington, Three Riv- / Latin-Americans and whites." 
; ers will send alon~ , at le~st one j' To Send Widow 
m ember of Longoria s family. (At Corpus Christi Dr. Hector 

"I'll_ .un_d~rwrite it here at the I/ Garcia, president of the American 
bank if c1v1c clubs don't make up IGI Forum, said citizens of his city 
:nough_ r;;oney, . which I'm sure jhad raised $300 to send Mrs. 
l.hey will, he said. I: Beat rice Longoria, the widow, t o 

Ramsey was angry with Sen. !Washington for the service at Ar­
J ohnson. "It is our feeling that ,! lington. It was, said Garcia, an 
he capitalized on this to further ! effort to make amends. ) 
his own standing with the Latin- Garcia said the GI Forum in 
America n population," said th~ other nearby South Texas towns 
chamber of commerce m an. 

..t:-.T 




