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THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 

WASHINGTON 

Serial 203134 

26 July 19liJ 

My dear Mr. Johnson: 

In reply to your letter dated July 11, 1945 which 
advises of the expected commencement of the field work by the 
staff investigating naval aircraft accidents, please be advised 
that the Navy Department will be pleased to extend the fullest 
cooperation to assist the subcommittee and its staff in this 
effort. 

I have instructed the Deputy Chief of Naval Opera­
tions for Air and the Chief of the Bureau of Aeronautics to 
extend the usual courtesies and cooperation to facilitate the 
woik of the subcommittee. The members of the staff have been 
furnished letters of identity which explain their mission, for 
their assistance in contacting naval commanders in the field. 
Instructions for their reception and authorization for them to 
take passage in naval aircraft within the United States as 
necessary to facilitate their investigation have been issued • . 

Please be assured that I welcome the attention of 
the subcommittee and it is hoped that the investigation will 
reveal additional mea..~s for reducing attrition due to naval 
aircraft accidents, 

Sincerely yours, 

Hon. Lyndon B. Johnson 
House of Representatives 



V 
THE SECRETARY OF THE N AVY 

WASHINGTON 

16 J uly 1 945 

Dear Mr . Johnson: 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your
letter of July 9, 1945, in reference to an investigation
by members of your staff of manpower utilization and 
the administration of personnel programs at the Naval 
Torpedo Station, Newport, Rhode Island . 

I have advised the Chief of the Bureau 
of Ordnance that the study which you propose to make will 
begin on or about July 16 , 1945. He will extend to t he 
members of your staff all the facilities at his disposal 
for the accomplishment of the task. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hon. Lyndon B. Johnson 
Committee on Naval Affairs 
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C. 



25 June 1945 

My dear Mr. Chairman: 

This aclmowledges your letter of 29 June. I have 
road thia report with great interest and particularly, 
1n response to your injunction, that part or it coming
under the heads or Summary and Conclusions. I have also 
had a copy sent -to Admiral P. J. Horne, Vice Chief or 
Uava.1 Operations, vi.th tho request that he discuss tho 
5ubcoamdtt,ee.t s ....Duggoationo tllr.ectl.y vith the_:member:s of 
~t~~- . . 

I cannot lot the occasion pass v.1thout making com­
ment on the work of this Subcommittee and the contents 
or the report which .its members have submitted. It 
obviously reprooents a substantial amount or ha.rd vork 
and app11cat1on to detail. We. are grateful for the 
appreciation of tho Javy pltu,ning that vent into the 
operations 1n Europe an4 al~o glad to have the or1t1o1sms 
contained therein, because they are obviously objective
and carefully considered. This type of report it seems 
to mo is 11luntrat1vo or the cooperation tbat should and 
can oxist betveop. the Executivo and Legislative branches 
of government. ~he task or tho Armed Forces 1n this var 
vas so vast that it would be ' 'nbsurd ·for anyone connected 
vith ~ts administration to assort complete Wa.111b111ty
and .freedom .from error. For this reason tho Bavy regards
the work of the Naval Affairs Committee or the House as 
an adjunct and an a.ssot to its own activities, and the 
report of Mr. Jobnson•s Subcommittee, composed of .Messrs. 
Bradley, -iHebert, Cole and Hess~ bears out ·th8.t ·relatronah1p• 

. · • ...... ,IJ . 

. The Subcommittee tlild yourself wi.11 hoar further 
from Admiral Horne on the various ·questions raised 1n 
the report. 

Sincerely yours, 

James Forrestal 

Honorable Carl Vinson, Chairman, 
Committee on Navnl At.fairs,
House of Representatives,
'Washington 25, D. C. · 

CC: ·Hon. Lyndon Johnson.../ . 
Capt. Ramsey 

I 

https://5ubcoamdtt,ee.ts


THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 

WASHINGTON 

10 July 1945 

My dear Mr. Chairman: 

Thank you for your letter of 6 July 1945 and 
the enclosed copy of the report of the Subcommittee on 
Civilian Personnel of the Navy Department entitled 
"Management of Naval Shore Establishments." It seems 
to be an extremely thorough job. 

The report, together with the observations 
on it contained in your letter, is presently under 
study by me and the appropriate officers of the depart­
ment. As soon as possible I will report to you our 
comments and conclusions and any action which we are 
taking or propose to take upon the report. 

Sincerely, 

James Forresta.l 

Honorable Carl Vinson 
Chairman, House Naval Affairs Committee 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 
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My dear Hr. 0ha1nnen: 

. This acknowlodges your letter of 20 June. I have 
road this roport with groat intoreat and particular ly, in 
response to your injunction, that part of it coming under 
the hends of Summary o.nd Conclusions. I have also had a 
copy sent ,to Admiral F. J. Horne, Vice Chief or He.val 
Operations, with the request that he discuss the Sub-
0om1111ttee1 s suggestions directly w1 th the m.embers of t h at 
group. 

I cannot let the occasion pass wi thout making 
comment on the work o f this Subcommittee and the contents 
of the rl'3port which 1ts members have submitted. It obviously 
represents a substo.ntlal omount of hard work and .applicati on 
to detail. We are grateful f or t h.e e.pprociat1on of the Navy 
planning that went into t he operations 1n Europe and also 
glad to have the or1t1o1sms contained therein, booauso they 
are obviously ob jective and ca.refully oona1dered. This type 
of report it seems to me is 1lluotrat1ve of the cooperation 
that should and oan exist between the F.xecut1vo and Legis­
lative branches of sovernr.ient. The task of the Armed ' 
.Forces in this war was so vnst t hnt it would be absurd for 
anyone connooted _wltb 1ta administration to assort oomplote 
infallibility end :freedom from error. For · t hi s reason tho 
Navy r egnrds the work of tho Navnl Affairs Comm1ttoe of 
the House as an adjunct. _and an asse t to its own aot1v1t1es, 
and the report of Mr. Johnson's Subcomm1ttoo., composed of 
Messrs. Bradley, Hebert, Cole and Hess, boars out t hat 
relationahip. 

Tho Subconr.:i ittoo and yourself will hoar further from 
Adm1rol Homo on the vartous questions rniaed in the report. 

Sincerely yours, 

s/ JGlllea Forreatal 

James Forresta1 
Honorable Carl Vinson, Chairman, 
Committee on Naval A1'fa1ra, 
llouee of Re presentatives, 
Washington 251 D. c. 
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My deo.r Mr. Chairman: 

1'h1s aoknovllodges your lotter of 20 June. I have 
road this roport with great intere s t and pnrti culnrly, 1n 
response to your 1njunct1on, that part of it coming under 
the heads of.' Sumr1111ry and Conclua1ons . I have also had a 
copy aent to Admiral F. J. Horne, Vice Ohiof or Naval 
-Operations, w1 th tho request that ho disous.s the Sub• 

· comm1ttee•a suggeatlons d.trect1y· w1th the members of that 
group. 

I cannot let the oocas1on paso wi thout making 
comment on the work of t h is SUbcomm1tteo and the oonten to 
of the rnport which its membora have submitted. It obviously 
represents u HUbatnntial n.-nount of hnrd work and applicnt l on 
t o detail. Wo are grateful f or the appreciation of the Navy
planning that went into t ho operat ions in Europe and also · 
glad to have the crlt1o1oms contained therein, bcaauso they 
are obviously ob jective and carefully considered. This type 
o.f report lt seems t.o me i a illustra tive of tho ooopcrat1on 
that should and can exlot between the Exeoutivo and Legis-
lative branohe s of governr.1~nt. 'I'he . tank of the Arced . 
Forces in thio war w.as so vnst t hs.t l t would bo .absurd for 
nnyono connected wl t h its adm1nietrat1on to a.soert oomplete 
1n1'all1b111ty and .freedom from error. For t hi s reason t h e 
Navy regards the work o f tho Naval Affairs Co:mnittoe or 
the House as an adjunct and an ao Het to its own aativ1t1cs, 
end the report of Mr. ,John3onts Subcommittee, composed or 
Messrs. Bradley, H~bert, Cole and Ress, bears cut t he.t 
rels.t1onah1p. 

The .Subcomm1t tee a"1.d youraelf w111 hear further rro.,i 
Admiral nome on the ·varloue questlone raised in t he ·report. 

S1ncerAl y yours, 

s/ Jrunos Forrestal 

James Forraatal 
Honor:iblo earl Vinson, uhaiman, 
Committee on Naval Affairs, 
House of Ropresontatives, 
Washingt on 25, D. c~ 
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Uy doo.r Mr. 0ha1rnum: 

Th1o acknowlodgos your lotter or 20 June. I hnve 
road th1c report n! th great interes t nnd part1.culnrly, in 
reapont10 to your injunction, that part of it ocrn1n under 
the hoe.do of Summary nnd .Oonclus1ons. I hnvo also had a 
copy sent to Adn1rnl F. J. Horne, Vice Ohief or Naval 
Operations, with tho request that be discuss the Sub­
oomru1ttee1 s suggentiona directly wl th the mnnbors or that 
group• . 

I cannot let the oocasion paoa w.tthout mak1n .1 

comment on tbe work or this SUboom::l1tteo o.nd the contents 
or the report \Yhioh 1ts members have submitted. It obviously· 
repreaonts a eulJatnntlo.l n.-nount o! hard work and appl1cat1on 
to detail. · We are grateful ! or the appreo1nt1on of the Navy
plannin that went into t he operations in Europe and also 
glad to have the orl t1o1sma contained therein, because they 
are obviously objeot1vo and carefully -oonoidered. This type 
or report 1t seems to me is 1lluatrat1ve of tho oooperatlon 
that should and onn e:dat between tho Exeoutivo and Leg1o­
lat1ve branches of goverru:icnt. 't1he taek of the Armed 
Force:, 1n thle \irar wns so vost that 1t ould be abourd for 
nnyono connected wlth 1ta adm1n1otrat1on to aseort complete
1n.fall1b111ty end freedom .from error. For tl1~ roaeon the 
Navy regorde tho wo~k of the Naval Affairs Com.~1ttee or 
the House as C'ill e.djunct and o.n e.tHH)t to its own aotiv1t1es., 

· and the report o · Mr. Johnson's Subcomm1tteo., composed of 
tes~rs. Bradley , Hebert, Col and Heee, benra out t,at 
relationship. 

The Subcommittee nnd youraolf w 11 hnar furthar from 
Admiral Homo on tho various queattons ro1eed 1n tho report. 

Sincerely yourR, 

s/ James Forreetal 

Ja es fi'orre::ital 
Honorable Carl Vinson., Cbalnna.n, 
Committee on Navnl Affairs; 
House of Ropresantatives, 
Washington 251 D. o. 
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My doer Ur. 0ha1m1a."1: 

This o.okno\'rlodges your le ttor of 20 June. I havo 
read this roport w1 th groat tntereo t and part1.aulnrly, in 
reepon:le to your injunction, that part of it oom1ng under 
the hoc.de .of Summary end Conclusions. I have nloo had a 
copy nent to Admiral l· . J. Horne, Vice Obiof or Ucival · 
Operations, \V1th the roquoat that he di!Jouso t.i.''H: Sub-
oorn._-n1ttoet G s-.J ggostlona directly w1 th the members of that . • 
group. 

I cannot lot t..'1-J e oocunton pass withou.t -ma1<1n 
oom.>nent on the worlc o f th!.:.; Subcomm1tteo o.nd the contents 
or the N1port wh1oh 1ta members have auomlttcd. It obviously 
reproaont!l a ouu at1..u1 ~inl c:nount of hard work and appl1cnt l on 
t o detail. \~e are e;rato!'ul !'or the e.pprcciution ot' the Navy 
planning that went into t h e oporationa 1n Eui~opo o.nd also 
glad to hav_e tl1e crl tic1ems COiltnined therein, bocauae thoy 
are obviously ob jective and carefully oonnidored. Th1o typo 
or ·ropo:rt it seems to me io 11luotrat1vc of' tho cco, oration 
that should and otln exlat bet 00n ~he Exocut1vo arid !Ag1s-
1at1ve branchos of Bo v-ernroent. r·he task o f tho Ar.?:led 
Foroezs in this war na so ·vast that it would be abourd for 
anyono oonnooted l'd, tl 1 ta tldm:!.n1utra t lon to aoaort complete 
1n1'all1b111cy and freedoc frcm error. For thio l"oason the 
Navy regnr<l.e tho work o f the He.val Affairs Com.~1ttoe of 
the Houne as an ad junct and an asset to its own act1v1t1es, 
ond e report f l r. Johnson's Subcom.m:ttteo, coznpooed or 

. Messrs. Bradl i, . ebert, Col ~ and Hess, bonra out that 
rele.ttonch1p. 

The Subcom;n1ttoo and yoursel f , 111 hear furth 1• from 
Adm1rol Romo on ·::.ha vari ous quoot1ons raised 1ri tho report. 

Sincerely youra, 

o/ Jn~ou ~orreatal 

Je.1nee Forroatal 
Honorable cnrl Vinson# t,,'hairean, 
Oom.~1ttoe on Nnvnl Affa1r o. 
llouse of Ropresontat1ves, 
\\ aflh1n., t on 25., D. • · . 
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Uy doar Mr. Chol nnant 

1rh1n aoknowltHl ea your letter or •20 June. I have 
read this roport wtth J!reo.t intoro:.,t md po.rtlaularly, in 
reaponso to your 1nJunot1on, that p~t of it coming under 
the hendu of $Utt,1mary and aoncluntons. I havo aleo bad d 
oopy sent to Admiral Ii'. J' . Homo, V1oo Obief' o~ Uo.vo.l 
-Operations, with tho request that he discuss tho 8ub­
ooct'l!1ttee1 o euggest1or1s dlreotl:y wl tb the members or that 
group. 

I cannot let tho occasion paao without making 
comment on the work of th1a 8ubcoltlC1ttoo ond the contents 
or the report \thloh its membora have submltted. It obviously 
reprooonts a substantial a.-nount of' hard ,,ork and appl1catlon 
to deta1l. ea.I'() gr~toful for t he approcintion 01 the Nnvy 
pls.nn1n0 that went into t ho operations 1n EuPope and also 
glad to have tho or1t1o1oma contained therein, bocauao they 
are obv1ously -objQct1vo and Ol\refull7 oonnldored. rhte type 
01· roport it sonms to mo 1a 1lluotrat1vo or tho oooporation 
that should and cBn o,tlst botwoen the Executive and .f.egts­
lative brs.nohos 01' gove1"nr1ont. Tho teslt of the /1.r::ied 
l'orooa in tbie ,rar was $0 vaee that 1t \fould bo abourd tor 
anyone oonnootod wltb.1to ad.~1nlatratlon to aa,ort oomplete 
1n1'all1b111ty Md .froodom from error. For th1o l"cu1son tho 
licwy ;•e garcls tlw work o f tho ~."ava.l Mfa1rs Com:n1ttoe of _ 
the Houno as an adJunot and an nnnet to lta o~n nct1v1t1es, 
ond tho ropor~ o.r l.Jl:'. Johnson's Subcotmnittoo, co:mposod or 
l asara. Bradloy, Hebert, Colli and Ross, benra out that 
relo.t1onah1p. 

·.1.b.o Subcom::'l1ttao and youl'aelf will hoat" furthe1• fi,om 
Admiral Homo on tho various questions raised tn t ho report. 

U1ocer~ly yout,s. 

s/ Jom.o.n Porres tal 

Jamee Forreoto.l 
Honorablo Carl V1naon, Cbn1mnn, 
Oomm1 tteo on Naval Af'fa1ra, 
l!ou::sc of Ro,preaeutat1vas, 
,vnrm1.ngton 25, D. c. 
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My dear Mr. Chairman: 

This acknowledges your letter of 20 June. r have 
read this report with great•interest end particularly, in 
response to your injunction, that part of it coming under 
the heads of Summary and Conclusions. I have also had a 
copy sent to Admiral F. ·J. Horne, Vice Chief of Naval 
Operations, with the request th.at he discuss the Sub• 
committee's suggestions directly with the members of that 
group. 

I cannot let the occasion pass without making 
comment on the work of this Subcommittee and the contents 
of the report which its members have submitted. It obviously
represents a substantial amount of hard work and application 
to detail. We are grateful for the appreciation of the Navy
planning th.at went into the operations in Europe and also 
glad to have the criticisms oon�ained therein, because they 
are obviously objective and carefully considered. This type
of report it seems to me 1s illustrative of the cooperation 
that should-and can exist between the Executive and Legis­
lative branches of government. The task of the Armed 
Forces in this war was so vast that it would be absurd for 
anyone connected with 1 ts admin1s·tration to assert complete
infallibility end freedom from error. For this reason the 
Navy regards the work of the Naval Affairs Committee of 
the House as an adjunct ~and an asset ·to its own activities, 
and the report of Mr. Johnson.• s Subcommittee, composed of 
Messrs. Bradley, Hebert, Cole and Hess, bears out that 
relationship. 

The· Subcommittee and yourself·w111 hear further from 
Admiral Horne on the various questions raised 1n the report. 

Sincerely yours, 

s/ James Forrestal 

James Forrestal 
Honorable Carl Vinson, Chairman, 
Committee on ·Naval Affairs,
House of Representatives,
Washington 25, D. c. 
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.Jun 28. 1946 

Honor bl ic 1 J. Br dl y 
of C ncre 

$ton , .. C. 

r 1ke: 

I tho · .ht you should have th t­
t ohod aopi s of lott rs I h v ju t r oeived 
from Sort ry orr st l nd Ohair , Vin on. 

I n ed not tell you how 
pr cia e th con ribu . ons you 

· successful tudy th Suboo 1t 
oo plet d. 

Sincerely 

Lyn<lon B. John on 

olosur e 



June 26, 1945 

Honor ble F. dward Heb rt 
· ot Con r: 

n 'ton , D. O. 

I 
t ch d oopi 
£:ro Seor ta

tho ht you 
or 1 -ttera 

ry Ferre · l 

h 
j 
.i 

th t -
received 

Vir1son . 

preoi 
suooe 
compl 

t 
l 

d. 

I n ed not 
oontribu 

tudy h . 

Sino ely 

Lyndon B. John on 



Jun 28 , 1945 

Honorable l. Sterlin Col 
b er or Congre 

shin ton , D. C. 

· y d terUng: 

I though hou ld havf} the t­
t oh d cop1e of l I h v ju t rec eiv d 
fro Sacre ry orr nd Chair \tin on. 

I n e . ou ho muoh . I 
t o 1o you de to th 
· tud co i tee has ju 

Sinoer ly 

Lyndon B , John on 

lilolosure 



Jun 26. 19 5 

Honor bl 1111 • He 
ember of Oon - ea 
shin ton,_ D • .a. 

y d ar Billa 

I thou t you_ hould v the t­
t ohed oopi of lett rs I have ju t received 
fro Sear t ry Po.rr s l and Chairman Vin -on. 

I n ed not tell you how cih I ap-
pr oiat the oontributions you de to the suo-
o a £ul study the -uboo 1 tte h ju t com-
pl ted. 

Sine rely 

Lyndon B. John-son 

atclosur !l'! 
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