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FOP-SECREFFSENSITIVE e
FOR THE PRESIDENT ONLY

";': SUMMARY NOTES OF 538th NSC MEETING
W August 4, 1964; 6:15 to 6:40 P, M,

Gulf of Tonkin Attack

Secretary McNamara: The North Vietnamese PT boats have continued their
attacks on the two U.S. destroyers in international waters in the Gulf of Tonkin,
No enemy aircraft was involved. Our efforts to learn the exact situation and
protect the Patrol have been complicated by a very low ceiling. Cne of the two
destroyers was fired on by automatic weapons and was lit up by search lights.

Secretary Rusk: An immediate and direct reaction by us is necessary. The

unprovoked attack on the high seas is an act of war for all practical purposes.

We have been trying to get a signal to Hanoi and Peking. QOur response to this

attack may be that signal. We are informing NATQ, SEATQO, and the UN. As an

indication of Hanoi's intentions, this second attack was a more serious decision
for the North Vietnamese than the decision to make the first attack.

i Secretary McNamara: We have agreed to air strikes on two bases in the north

- of North Vietnam and two base complexes in the south of North Vietnam, A
fifth target has been deleted because it is close to Communist China, In addition,
any North Vietnamese PT boats and Swatows found off Vietnam outside the three-
mile limit will be attacked as part of an armed reconnaissance program. (The
execute order as actually sent is attached -- JCS 7720, )

CIA Director McCone: The proposed U,S, reprisals will result in a sharp North
Vietnamese military reaction, but such actions would not represent a deliberate
decision to provoke or accept a major escalation of the Vietnamese war. (The
text of Mr. McCone's estimate of probable North Vietnamese and Chinese
Communist reactions to our reprisal is attached. )

The President: Do they want a war by attacking our ships in the middle of the
Guli of Tonkin?

Director McCone: No. The North Vietnamese are reacting defensively to our
attacks on their off-shore islands. They are responding out of pride and on the
basis of defense considerations. The attack is a signal to us that the North Viet~
namese have the will and determination to continue the war. They are raising
the ante,

The President: Are we going to react to their shooting at our ships over 40 miles
from their shores? If yes, we should do more than merely return the fire of the
attacking ships. If this is so, then the question involves no more than the number
of North Vietnamese targets to be attacked.
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FOP-SECREF/SENSITIVE 2

Secretary McNamara:  Our intelligence officers report that a Chinese
Communist air regiment is moving to North Vietnam,

USIA Director Rowan: Do we know for a fact that the North Vietnamese provoca-
tion took place? Can we nail down exactly what happened? We must be prepared
to be accused of fabricating the incident,

Secretary McNamara: We will know definitely in the morning. As of now, only
highly classified information nails down the incident. This information we cannot
use and must rely on other reports we will be receiving.

Secretary Rusk: We should ask the Congressional leaders whether we should
seek a Congressional resolution, (The draft resclution read by Secretary Rusk
is attached.) This short and clear draft is similar to the Mid-East resolution.

Secretary McNamara: In addition to the air strikes, we plan to send major U. S.
reinforcements into the area. These nclude ships, men and planes. (A detailed
listing of these forces is attached.)

s A draft statement for the President was revised, It is to be made public by
! the President as soon as the U.S. attack planes are over target.
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENClI 3ENCY

OFFICcE oF THE DIRECTOR

6 August 1964

MEMORANDUM FOR:

Mr. Bromley Smith

Per your request, this is for

your historical files.

Uhet-

Walter Elder
Executive Assistant

Attachment
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of guorrilla warfaro within tha Ropublic of Victellan arnd

by the ruthloss uce of torror ogainat the peaceful

- populatioa of that counizy;

WIEREAS ia violotion of ito undortalidegs in the
Cenava Agzecoments of 18562 ths Cemzunlst replms in llexth
Viet~ilam, hss engaged ia aggrcssien agaizcst the
independenca and territorial integrity of Lacs by
maintaiaing foxces ¢a Laotion territory, by the usa of that
territory for the Infiltration of armg and equipment into
the Republic of Vietelicm, and by pzeviding direeticn, mun
&nd equipmont fow poxsistent atmed sttacks against the
Governzaat of National Uaicn of tho Ringden of Laos;

VHEREAS ot tihe requaet ¢f tha Covernment of tha
Republic of Viet~-Ham, the United States is assisting the

pcopla of that country to maintain thelr independence

and politiesl integrity with uwo texritorial, military ox

political exbiticas of its cim, buZ solely to assurae that
tho pecples of Scutheast Aslia will ba left in peace by thelx
neighbors to wark cut theldr destinles in theizr owm way.

ez, thorefore, LE IT RESOLVID by tha Scaate aad
Houce of Reproosatatives .-:;.;' iXa Uanltod Siatss of Amarican

In Congress fosombled?
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That tha United States will not tolerate unprovoked
end illegal erced attacks oa its forces, that it will
take such measures as may be necessary to pxevent such
attacks and otherwisa to protect its forces and that
tha waintenance of internaticnal peace and gecurity in
Southsast Asia, including the pzeservation of the
political independence and terxritorial integrity of ¢
nations of South East Asila, i3 required by tha
national intarest of the United States;

SEC. 2. To this end, tha Congrass cupports the
daterminzation of the President, as Commander-in-Chief
of tha Armed Forces of the United States:

(a) to respond instantly with the use of appropriatse

force to repel any unprovokhd attack against the armad

forces of tho United States end to take such othar steps

as msy ba necessary to protect these forces and
(b) upon request from sny nation in Southeast Asia,

to take, consistentlv with the Charter of tha United Nations,

3

all measures including tha use of armed foxece to nsosist

"

that natiocn in tha dafenso of irs political indepoandence

and terxitorizl integrity cgainst sgzTassicn or subversioa.
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' <yhese are divided into three categories. In the First
eSOy are those forces ordered deployed as soon as possible,
hev consist of the 1st CVS Group (the Kearsage, 4 destroyers,
and 3 destroyer escorts) which would be moved from Japan to the
¢.,uth China Sea; a Marine Special Landing Force (1600 men, 24
helicopters, the Valley Forge and supporting Craft) to be moved
{rom Subic Bay to the vicinity of Da Nang; the 9th Marine Ex-
peditionary Brigade, consisting of 6500 men to be moved from
Qkinzwa to the South China Sea; an F-101 Reconnaissance Task
Ferce to be moved from Shaw AFB to Kadena and a CVA Task
Group, consisting of the Ranger and 4 destroyers to be moved

{rom the lst Fleet to WESTPAC.

The Second category are those forces alerted for deployment
imrncdiately upon the receipt of political clearance. These will
consict of 2 B~57 squadrons, to be moved from Clark AFB to
South Vietnam; 1 F-105 squadron to be moved from Yokota to
Korat; 1 ¥-100 squadron to be moved from Clark AFB to Takhli;

12 F-102s to be moved from Clark AFB to Scuth Vietnam;

8 KC-135¢c to be moved from SAC to Clark AFB; 2F-100 squadrons
from STRICOM to Clark; 1 F-105 squadron from STRICOM to
Yokota; and 1 Reconnaissance Task Force (6 RF-101s) from
Misawa/Kadena to Southeast Asia,

The Third category consists of those forces alerted for
possible deployment to Southcast Asia. These are the 173xd
Airborne Brigade, a Forward Floating Depot, a Marine Air Group,
and an Army Brigade.
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ATTENDANCE LIST FOR THE 538th NSC MEETING
AUGUST 4, 1964, AT 6:15 IN THE CABINET ROOM
OF THE WHITE HOUSE

The President of the United States, Presiding
Speaker of the House of Representatives '

CIA
John A. McCone, Director
Ray Cline, Deputy Director of Intelligence

DEFENSE
Robert S. McNamara, Secretary
Cyrus Vance, Deputy Secretary
John McNaughton, Assistant Secretary (ISA)

JCS
General Earle G, Wheeler, USA, Chairman
STATE
Dean Rusk, Secretary
George W. Ball, Under Secretary
William Bundy, Assistant Secretary for Far Eastern Affairs
TIEASURY
C. Douglas Dillon, Secretary
USIA

Carl T. Rowan, Director

WHITE HOUSE
George Reedy
McGeorge Bundy
Walter Jenkins
Bill Moyers
Jack Valenti
Bromley Smith
Douglas Cater






