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'!OP 3EClt:E'!' f6ENSITIVE 
". FOR THE PRESIDENT ONLY.,.. 
.• . \,, ·,... 

t, Q/11 . SUMMARY NOTES OF 538th NSC MEETING 
'«•'' ( 
.,.) ! "' .. August 4, 1964; 6:15 to 6:40 P . M . 

Gulf of Tonkin Attack 

Secreta ry McNa mara: The North Vietnamese PT boats have continued their 
attacks on the two U. S . destroyers in international waters in the Gulf of Tonkin. 
N o enemy aircraft was involved. Our efforts to learn the exact situation and 
protect the Patrol have been complicated by a very lo w ceiling . One of the two 
d e stroyers w as fired on by automatic weapons and was lit up by search lights . 

S e cretary Rusk: An immediate and direct reaction by us is n e cessary . The 
unprovoked a ttack on the high seas is an act of war for all practical purposes . 
We have been trying to get a signa l to Hanoi and Peking. Our response to this 
attack may be that signal. We are informing NATO, SEATO , and the UN. As an 
indication of H a noi's intentions, this second attack was a more serious decision 
for the North Vietnamese than the decision to make the first attack. 

Secreta ry ?vlcNamar a : W e h av e agreed to ai r strik e s on two bases in the north 
"rt· ~ 1·. ·.·., 	 of North Vietnam and t w o base c o mplex es in the south of North Vietnam. A 


fi:th target has be en deleted b e cause i t i s clo s e t o Communist Ch ina . b a ddition, 

a:J.y ~o:::h Vietnamese PT b oat s and Sw atows :ou n d o: f V ietnam outside ti:e th ree ­
mile lim.it will be attac k ed as p art of an armed r e connaissanc e p r o g r a m . (The 
execute orde r as ach1ally sent is attached -- J C S 7 7 2 0 . ) 

CLA. Director McCone : The proposed U. S . xeprisals w ill result in a sharp North 
V i etnam ese m ilita ry reaction, but such a ctions 'i.VOu l d n ot r epr e s en t a deliberate 
decis ion to p rovoke o r acc e pt a m a j or escalat ion of t h e Vietnamese war . (The 
t e~"'t of lvlr. M cCone ' s e stimate of probable N orth V i etnamese a nd Chines e 
Cornrnunist r e a ction s to our reprisal is attached. ) 

The President: Do they want a war by attacking our ships in the middle of the 
Gulf of Tonkin ? 

Director McCone : No. The North Vietnamese are reacting defensively to our 
attacks on their off- shore islands . They are responding out of pride and on the 
basis of defense considerations . The attack is a signal to us that the North V iet ­
namese have the will and determination to continue the war. They are raising 
the ante. 

The President: Are w e going to react to their shooting at our ships over 40 miles 
from their shores? If yes , we should do more than mere ly return the fire of the·. attacking ships . If this is so, t hen the question involves no more than the number 

of North Vietname s e targets to be a ttacked. 
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S ecretary McNamara: Our intelligence officers report that a Chinese 
Communist air regiment is moving to North Vietnam. 

USIA Director Rowan : Do we know for a fact that the North Vietnamese provoca­
tion took place ? Can we nail down exactly what happened? We m ust be prepa r ed 
to be accused of fabricating the incident . 

Secretary McNan1ara : We will know definitely in the morning . As of now , only 
highly classified information nails down the incident. This information we cannot 
use and must rely on other report s we will be receiving . 

Secretary Rusk: We should ask the Congressional leaders whether we shou ld 
seek a Congres sional r esolut i on. (The draft resolution read by Secretary Rusk 
is attached. ) This short a nd clear draft is similar t o the Mid - East resolution. 

Secretary l\/kNamara : In addition to the air strikes, we plan to send major U. S. 
r e inforcements int o the area. These include ship s , men and planes . (A detailed 
listing of these forces is attached . ) 

A draft statement for the P resident was revised. It is to be made public by 
the President as soon as the U . S . attack planes are over target . 
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--- CENTRAL l NTELLIGENCl 3ENCY 

OFFICE OF Tm: DIRECTOR 

6 August 1964 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

Mr. Bromley Smith 

Per your request, this is for 


your histo r ical files . 


«)~
Walte r Elder 

Executive Assistant 

A ttachment 
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terr!tcn:y fer tl10 infiltruticn of ernr; ond equipo;~t into 

Republic of Viet-Nc:m, tho United St~tes in .:icsisting th~ 

people of th3t country to rn...".intain their indcp2nd04lee 

mid political intcgri1:7 v"ith no tcrritorinl, oilitary or 

political Citbiti~s of its C-~ljl , but solely to ~zura that 

th.a peoples of south{U'.:;t Asia \dll b3 lafe in pcaca by t..~ir 
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That t he United St~tes "1ill not t ol er ntc unpr~vok.ed 

end illegal erc::ed at~ck~ on its force~, that it ~ill 

take such u,ensures as 't'laY be nece~sary to prevent ~u.ch 

attscks and ot~i.'\Jise to pi-otcct its forces and t~t· 

t ha tr.aintcuance of intornaticnal peaca ~nd oecurity in 

Southa~st ,..\..zia, including tho preservation of the 

political independence nnd territorial integ~ity of tho 

nations of South East Asia, i3 required by the 

n.:itioruil inta~est of the United Suites; 

SEC. 2. To thio end, t ha Congress zupp~rt3 t he 

detcrmina~ion of the President, as Ccm:;nandcr •L,-Chief 
- . 

of the 4~d Forces of the United States: 

(ti) to respond instantly l1itb the una of appropri a t$ 

force to repel any t.mprovofrhd a ttack against tha e~d 

forces of th~ United States and to tnka &ueh oth~r s tep3 

~ tc.s.y be necessary to protect these forces and 

(b) upon request from sny n~tion in Southeast: As~. 

to t::ke. consis tently with the Chartar o f tb? United ?rations , 

all measures includ~ t ha ~{: Of a..-r,.ed force to C!:t. iSt 

t hat n'ltion i::.l t~ dofe::u;o of its politico.1 indcpm1<lcnce 
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. . 'These are divided into three categories. In the First 
t -' ~·- .:.:.,, :-; ;re those f orces orde red deployed as soon as possible. 
i '! : ·.: ·: c:insi~t of the 1st CVS Group (the Kearsagc, 4 destroyers , 
... :. :.!':,destroyer escorts) which would be moved from J c.pan to the 
~ ·J ~ith China Sea; a Marine Special Landing Force {l oOO men, 24 
?.di.ct•,?ters , the Valley Forge and s•..ipporting Craft) to be moved 
{;·om Subic B<'-Y to the vicinity of Da Na ng; the <)th M a rine Ex ­
p<'c!it!onary Brigade , consisting of 6500 men to be moved from 
Okii: =.~wa to the South China Sea ; an F -1 01 Reconnais sance T ask 
Fo~:ce t o be moved from Shaw AFB t o Kadena and a CVA Task 
Group, consi.5ting oft.he Ranger and 4 destroyers to be: moved 
fr om the 1st Fleet to WESTPAC . 

The Second category are those forces alerted for deployme.nt 
i mmediately upon the receipt of political clearance. T hese will 
1.·.-:·n :-; frt of 2 .r, ..57 sqn2.<l~ons , t.o be mov~d from Clark AF'B to 
South Vietnam; 1 F - 105 squadron to be moved from Yokota to 
Korat ; 1 F -1 00 squa.dron to be Jnoved from Clark AFB to Takhli ; 
12 F-102s to be moved from Cla rk AFB to South Vietnam ; 
8 KC -i 35s t o be moved from SAC to Clark AFB; 2F - 100 squadrons 
fr om STRICOM to Clark; 1 F-105 squadron from STRICOM to 
Yokota ; and 1 Reconnais sance Task Force (6 RF -1 01 s) from 
.Mi$awa/I<a<lena to Southeast Asia . 

The Third category consists of thos e forces a l erte:d for 
possible d~ploymcnt to Southeast Asia . These are the 173rd 
Airborne Bdgade, a Forward F l oating Depot, a Marine Air Gr oup, 
and an Army Brigade . 
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ATTENDANCE LIST FOR THE 538th NSC MEETING 
AUGUST 4, 1~64, AT 6:15 IN THE CABINET ROOM 
OF THE WHITE HOUSE 

The President of the United States, Presiding 

Speaker of t he House of Representatives 

CIA 
John A . McCone , Director 
Ray Cline, Deputy Director of Intelligence 

DEFENSE 
Robert S. McNamara, Secretary 
Cyrus Vance, Deputy Secretary 
John McNaughton,. Assistant Secretary (ISA) 

J CS 
General Earle G. Wheeler , USA, Chairman 

STATE 
Dean Rusk, Secretary 
George W. Ball, Under Secretary 
William Bundy, Assistant Secretary for Far Eastern Affairs 

T ..-lEASURY 
C. Douglas Dillon, Secretary 

USIA 
Carl T . Rowan, Director 

WHITE HOUSE 
George Reedy 
McGeorge Bundy 
Walter Jenkins 
Bill Moyers 
Jack Valenti 
Bromley Smith 
Do~glas Cater 
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