
SERVICE 




---
.' ~ ,. . -

Dl!CtASSIFI £0 
;). 


T OP SEC RET /SENSITIVE 
FOR THE PRESIDENT ONLY 

SUMMARY NOTES OF 546th NSC MEETING 
February 7, 1965; 8:00 to 9 :45 A . M. 

Reprisal Strikes in North Vietnam 

There was a discussion of the statement t o be issued from the White House 
ann ouncing the reprisal alr strikes in Nor th Vietnam . 

Senator Mansfield: Why cannot we handle this matter th rough the United Nations ? 
Can't the Geneva powers act? 

The President: This cannot be done . 

Secretary McNamara: The surpris e attack on ou r base at Pleiku resulted in 7 U. S . 
deat hs and 109 wounded. Numerous U.S. planes were damaged. 

In reprisal, four a rmy barracks in North Vietnam were attacked. Three of 
the four targets we re weathered in . Eithe r the a ttack planes did not take off or 
they went to the target but could not see enough to drop their bombs. A tot a l of 
33 attack aircraft were involved, plus 8 planes providing aircap and 8 plan es 
engaged in flak suppression . 

As to our next move, Ambassador Taylor recanmends we attack the three 
targets not hit because of weathe r. Notwithstanding his recommendation, no 
U .S. planes should take part in a s e cond attack . A South Vi etnamese attack on 
the ir target is acceptab le . We w ould provide an aircap of 4 to 8 planes p lus 
4 to 8 flak supp r ession planes to a s sist the South Vietnamese. 

Unde r Secretary Ball: The reprisal by the South Viet nan1ese w ould be for the 
Viet Cong attack on a South Vietnam village . This is a different situation from 
the strikes authorized yesterday. We need t o avoid appearing to respond only 
w hen Americans a re attacked. 

Secretary McNamara is right in r ecommending that we should not h it today 
the three targets not hit yesterday. U we do so, the Communists wi ll get a 
wron g signal and think that we are launching an offens ive . Cur officials in 
Saigon want a graduated response to the entir e North Vietnamese military effort 
rather than merely retaliatory strike s to attacks by the North Vietnamese and 
the Viet Cong. 

General Wheele r: The Chiefs beli eve that ground a ction against the No rth 
Vi etn amese e ffort is adequate to reverse the situation. Air strikes on the three 
ta rgets are not n ecessa ry f rom a n1ilitary point of view. However, a South . _ __ 
V ietnamese attack on their target i s acceptable . 1-· 
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Ambassador Thompson: We have completed ou r reprisal action for the North 
Vietnamese surprise attack. Another attack cannot be called reprisal. The 
punishment should fit the crime. No additional air strikes should be made now. 

(Th e statement to be issued by the White House was approved and g iven to 
George Reedy for release to the press.) 

Secretary Dillon: If we encourage an air strike by the South Vietnamese, 
e veryone will think it is a U . S. attack. Therefore , we should send along U.S. 
plan es to ensure that the South Vietnamese strike is successful. 

Representativ e Ford: Why should we only hit one out of four targets? If the 
plan to s trike four was good, why should we not complete it ? 

Several Council members explained the nature of the decision to make a 
reprisal strike only. 

The President: We need to know the ex-tent of the damage c aused by yesterday's 
strike . This will have a bearing on future decisions. We should g ive considera ­
tion to Taylor• s recorrunendation but for the time being, we should app rove a 
strike by the South Vietnamese only. Bomb damage assessment flights by U.S . 
planes should be flown . 

Secretary McNamara, turning to the question of withdrawing dependents, circu­
lated a text of a White House release covering the subject, It would announce 
the immediate withdrawal of dependents or th eir withdrawal in a two- week period, 
as Ambassador Taylor prefers. 

The President: For 15 months we have been trying to bring about the withdrawal 
of dependents. Thus, a decision to do so within 15 days is acceptable. The 
number of days in which they will be withdrawn can be worked out so long as it 
is absolutely certain that the dependents are coming out. 

Secretarv McNamara : The Hawk Battalion will g o ashore at Danang today. Some 
planes which were diverted and went on to Saigon can be used fo r wi thdrawing 
dependents. As many as 400 or 500 can be removed on these planes. 

The President: Do we think th.at Saigon is going to be a targ et? If so , why 
should we make any announcement about t he withdrawal of d ependents ? We 
should hold the announcement u ntil w e have talked to Ambas sador Taylor by 
phone. The word "orderly" should be taken out of the announcement. 

The announcement as finally released i s a ttached. 

Also a ttached is the transcript of the Press Sec r etary ' s li riefing at 10:00 A . M . 
February 7 . 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE FEBRUARY 7, 1965 


Office of the White Hou~e Press Secretary 


-- - - ---- - - - -- - -- - - -- - - - ~ - -- -- - - - - - - - --- -- ­
THE WH!TE HOU$E 

STATEMENT BY 'rdE PBSSIDENT 

Following meetings with the Naticnal Security Council. I have directed 
the orderly withdrawal of American depe;idents from South Vietiam. 

It has become clear that Hanoi has undertaken a more aggressive course 
of action against both South Vietnamt:se and Arne rlcan installations, and 
against Americans who are in Sou.th Vietnam assi sting the people of fuat 
country to defend their freedom. We have no choice now but to cle ar t.he 
decks anc :nake absolutely clear OU!' continue.cl determination to back South 
Vietnam in its fight to maintain i ts !.ndependence. 

In addition to this action, I have order-ed the deployme:'lt to South Vietnam 
of a HAWK air. defense battalion. Oilier :einforceme nts, ~ units and 
intlividuals may follow. 

# # # 

SERVICE SET 


http:continue.cl


!I 

THJS COPY FCR._______ 

N E W S C O N F E R E N CB #590 

AT T'rtE WHITE HOUSE 

WI'IH GEORGE REEDY 

10 :09 A. M. E3T 

FEIRUARY 7, 1965 

SUNDAY 

MR. REEDY: The Security Council met from 8:00 A.M~ this morning 
until 9 :20 and reviewed the actions that have been announced to you in the 
White House statement . The Council al:.thori zed the issua."lce of the statement 
and the President reque5ted the State Department cffici.al s and the Defense 
Department officials to assemble all 0f the detail ed information that can 
pcssibly·be presented, and as is custc.me.ry in these matters , the agency 
involved, the Defense Department , w.5.11 n:.ake them public "l.t a press conference 
sometime today. Tha ti.Tie w-4...ll be announced. 

Are there any questions? 

Q. George, could you tell us what the Southern areaof N0 rth 
Vietnam includes , does that include Hanoi? 

MR. REEDY: I will defer that until the Pentagon statement this 
afternoon. 

Q. Could you give us the time of the earlier NSC meeting? 

MR. REEDY: Last night from 7:45 until 9 o'clock. 

Q. George, could you give us the whol e chronology? 

MR. REEDY: I can't give you the preci se times , but he was notified 
yesterday afternoon as soon as the information of the Viet Cong attack 
became available in Washington. 

Q. vllere was he, in t he Mansion or ­

MR . REF'..DY: I don ' t know. Just as soon as the information came to 
Washington, which would have been sometime before the wires carried the 
first announcement of it. 

Q. Would that come in on the tel etype downstairs? 

MR. REEDY: I don't want to go into the exact W2.<y those things 
come in. He conferred with the officials of the State Department, Defen~e 
Department, CIA. He called the National Security Council meeting for 7 :45 as 
I have already tol d you. The meeting lasted until 9 o'clock and at t hat 
meeting the appropriate decisions were made which have been announced. 

Q. Was Secretary Rusk there? 


MR. REEDY: Under Secretary Ball was there. 


Q. Was McCone there? 


MR. REEDY: No, CIA was represented by Marshal Carter. 


Q. Was Vice President Hwnphrey there? 


MR . REEDY: No , he is not in town. 
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Q. Is McCone sick? 


MR . REEDY: No , he is out of town. 


Q. Who represented CIA? 


MR. REEuY: Marehal Carter, the Acting Director. 


Q. Did all these meetings take place in the Mansion? 


MR. REEDY: N0 , they took place in the Cabinet Room. 


Q. I!}cluding this morning? 


MR. REEDY: Yes. 


Q.. George, I have been asked to ask if the White House sees any 

connection 	with the events and Kosygin in Hanoi ? 

MR. REEDY: I am deferring a.11 com:nent et the present time . 

Q. At 9 o'clock or whatever time it broke up, the orders went 
out to carry out these raids? 

MR. REEDY: The decision wo.s made at 9 :00. I don't 'ttllnw the 
operational details but it would be as rapidly as possibl e. 

Q. Did the President sit up during the night for reports t o come 
in or anything l ike that? 

MR . REEDY: I didn't follow his every minute, Ron, but he of course 
was kept informed of the actions . 

Q. Was he a.wake for most of the night? 


MR. REEDY: I would say he had very l ittl e sleep last night. 


Q. George, what is he doing this morning since the NSC meeting, 
is he planning any further meetings or is he going to church or anything like 
that? 

MR . REEDY : At the present time he is reviewing some of the reports on 
this matter. I do not have a."lY further pl ans for the day. I will certainly 
keep you informed of them whatever t hey are. 

Q. What is your guess a.bout church? 


MR. REEDY: I won•t guess at this point . 


Q. Would you characterize these as emergency meetings? 

MR . REEDY: '.Ihey certainly weren't routine meetings scheduled well 
in advance. 

Q. Have there been any communications with the Soviet side about 
this thing? 

MR. REEDY: I do not know. 

Q. George, it says here joint r etaliatory atte.cka were ordered. Ia t"n : 
this a continuous action or very specific attacks ordered? 

MR. REEDY: Specific orders were given and the operational details 

I am deferring until later. 


MORE 



-. 


-3- #590 


Q. Y0 u cannot say whether this was one ser ies of attacks 
authorized? 

MR. REEDY: As I said specific order s were given for specific 
attacks. 

Q. George, we are aware and so are the North Vietnames of certain 
attacks that have already occurred, is it possi ble this operational order 
envisages other attacks that might be taking place at this instant, for 
exampl e? 

' MR. REEDY: l am not going to comment on that matter. I would 
rather wait until all details are assembled ft>~' the fiel d which will not 
be for a l engthy period. 

Q. George, the last time U.S. Forces attacked North Vietnam 
sl. milar to this we called for a UN Security Council meeting. Is there any 
consideration being given to that at the present time? 

MR . REEDY: At the present time I am going to stand on the statement 
-which describes the operation and the reason for the operation. Vvhatever 
further decisions are made of course will be announced as soon as appropriate. 

Q. George, on the previous occasion :i.t \\as late at night , the 
President went on to make armouncements to the American people. Are you 
asking for any time today? 

MR. REEDY: No. 

Q. The last time I think the wording of the armouncement was such 
that the attacks were underway. The wording of this seems to imply the 
attacks were compl eted and you are waiting for results. I~ that correct? 

MR. REEDY: I think I will leave you to whatever assumption you 
want to make about it. 

Q. George, has he an appointment scheduled with Bundy for any
specific time? 

MR. REEDY: No. 

Q. George, he is on his way now ­

MR . REEDY: The latest word I have is sometime tomorrow morning. 

Q. I gather it is stepped up? 

MR. REEDY: It may be , 

Q. George, would you try to get from the Air Aide's office or 
from the Pentagon for us ETAs for Bundy along the way - -Hawaii West Coast 
if there is one and Andrews? ' 

MR . REEDY: I will see what I can do. 

Q. More particularly his ETA here? 

MR. REEDY: Yes . 

Q. The statement you issued earlier said results of the attack 
would be announced as soon as reported from the field? 

MR. REEDY: Right . 
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Q. Is the Pentagon account going to contain all information? 

MR. REEDY: Oh , yes. The President's statement was that he 
wanted all of the information put out that possibly could be put out . 

Q. Who is going to give that briefing? 


MR. REEDY: Secretary McNamara. 


Q. George, were members of Congress at the NSC meeting? 

MR . REEDY: Yes . Last night Senator Mansfield and Speaker 
MacConnack. This morning Senator Mansfield, Speaker MacCormaok and 
Representative For d. 

Q. Was Dirksen invited and unable to attend? 


MR . REEDY : I do not know. 


Q. Were any of our allies informed of this action? 

MR. REEDY: As I said, I am standing on the statement at the 
present time. 

Q. George, could you tell us are there also press conferences 
going on in Saigon or is everything to be issued from t he Pentagon? 

MR. REEDY: There was a statement out of Saigon this morning. 
don't know if there is a press conference or not. 

Q. Do you expect anything further yoursel f? 


MR. REEDY: Not for the time being, no. 


'IHE Pross : Thank you, George. 


END 
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The Prl.!sidcnt of the United States , P residing 

Speake r McCorrr. ack 

ScPator l\.Ian ~field 

Representative Ger ald Ford, Jr . 

CIA 
Willici.m Colby, Chief of Far E.:i.stern Div i sio:1 
Lt. Gen . Mar shall Carter, Deputy Director 

DEFENSE 
Robert S . McNamara, Secreia~y 
Cyrus . Va ace , Deputy Secretary 

JCS 
General Earle G . Wheeler , USA, Chairman 

STATE 
G eor ge W . Ball , Under Secretary 
Llewellyn E . Thompsom, Ambassador-at - Large 
Thorn as Ma.nn , Assistant Secretary for Inter .. _Am c1·ic;an Affairs 
William P . Bundy, Assjstant Secr etary for Far Easti::rn Affairs 
James Greenfield, A.ssista.nt Sc:crctary for Public Affairs 

T REASURY 
C . Dougl as Dillon, Secretary 

USIA 
C a rl T . R0wan, Director 

\ V1-IITE HOUSE 
G eor ge Reedy 
[,tfi•.jor General Chestc-r V . Clifton 
Bill ~.Ioyer s 
Jack Valenti 
Douglass C ater 
Bromley S:m:th 
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