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THE SECllETAP-.-i 
Tii!! UWJER SECW::l'tillY 

1. We hEiv~ cont '1 ctc.u .sll 113 countrie s ~·Jith uhich ue 
have relntioa3 oa l:~ll na th ~ U:~ , th:) 'ln t5~can , t ile ICRC, 
end t he O.i\ U o j.nce D~cc:.:;o~r 20 to czpl~in o t1r Victn::m position . 
\Jo h::ivc r.eceiv.:.~d l·c por.to £rem nppro;d.ma tcly 10 of these 
contacts nn follm·:"fi : 

57 count~ico h:v~ rccpo~<lod f r:vorcbly to US 
peace effm~t!.:, trn h~':::? SYG U Th.:mt , th~ rop~, 
t he President of the ICRG end t he O.AU Secretary 
General. 

6 countrieo received our rcpr~sent~tions uithout 
coociento 

2 ccunt:rie3 (Th.nil l'.nd ~nd South Km~ca ) h.:!ve 
indic~ ted t hn t they thin;c. t h!3 US c:ucpension o f 
borabi~!j is a o i s t 2ke. 

TI1c GVN "un<.12rstnncl9" r.nd has Ht:ated no objections 
to d'1t~ . 

2. A. m:r':lbcr o f foreign govcr n ..':".l ·~nt:J have i nclicn t e d to 
us th:Jt they ,,-vuld cont.::! ct CcG-:.:.!nis t: countries or groups to 
1·einfm:c:~ our p::)ac~ init:tutivc!3 : 

11 have undertaken to co:itact th~ Sovi et Unioa. 

5 DRV 

2 ?IT..F 

2 Pol.:ir~..1 

2 'l'..!:osl av1Cl 

NODIS _!':<_IT.Ek 

SlVlCESET 
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1 1 ".n~ary 

3. Tl~ president ban Gent sp~cinl emisonr ics to contact 
34. foreign sovcrruncnts . 

( n ) lbrr1~3t:l hnu ·l:lo:t te<l l fore:i:n , Bsl gr a<le , Fc~hm·13r 
Delhi, Tehra n, Ca i ro nnd Dae::;kok. He l enven D:meko'k early 
to:norrm-J c:.ornin:; for Tokyo and ~1ill p~oc•;ed from t here to 
Cimbcrra Bnd Saigon. 

(b) Arthur Gol clbc!:g h~n visited the Pope , Sarag!lt, 
Horo, li'anf'ani, DcGt:ullc , Cottvc encl Hm.-old Wilson. 

(c) Govern01.· Hilli~:ng hn:J viaitcd t!orocco, .i\lei ers, 
T.unisio, Ethiopia , l~enya , U::;ancia, 'fam;~ni~ , H:f.3erin, Ivory 
Coast end Ghnnn . I n t he n~xt L}8 houra he will visit s~negal, 
Guinea , H:?li and LibcriQ. 

(d) The Vic~ !:,resident lrns visit ed J epan, t he 
Philippines, GRC a nd SotH:h gorcn . 

(e) To!il Ha nn h~5 l:l~t tiith the l fo:t iC'1n Pres i dent • 

(f) Hae Eundy briafctl Fri.me Hininter Pc~n:con in 
Ottawa . 

4. Tha Preai<lant has dispa t ch0<l 33 letters to 33 Chiefs 
of S?:nte or t!~'-l<ls of Gov~rnracnt to backDtop th~ US moves. 

Benjaoin H. Read 

t}9'\V1CE SE'r 
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SUMMARY NOTES OF 555th NSC MEETING 
January 5, 1966; 5:45 to 6:30 P. M. 

Peace Offensive Regarding Vietnam 

The Vice President: reported on a recent trip to Japan, Korea, Formosa, and 
the Philippines. {Copies of the Vice President's memoranda are attached.).. 
He said the theme of his report was expressed in a sentence in Philippine 
President Marcos' speech: 11 Those who fight for liberty fight for us." This\ , . 

·! . • sentence describes the attitude of the four countries visited. 

There is recognition by Asian leaders that Asians must do much more about 
their own problems in the Asian area. 

The Japanese are elated over our p eace offensive and are supporting it by
'·. 

~ 	 talking to the Russians. 
·:-. 

The Philippines are prepared to commit additional forces in Vietnam but 
they welcome the peace offensive• .. 

In Taiwan, skepticism was expressed about the peace offensive. They 
believe the enemy is Communist China more than North Vietnam. 

In Korea, the attitude toward the war is the best of the four countries. If 
the Koreans are asked to send more troops to Vietnam, they will want assurances 
covering their security. They doubt that the peace offensive will affect morale. 

..· Negotiations do not effect the commitment to South Vietna.in• 

In general, the peace offensive is supported, but doubts are expressed that 
it would produce any results. 

, 

Ambassador Goldberg reported on his conversations with UN Secretary 
General U Thant, the Pope, Italian leaders, de Gaulle, and Prime Minister 
Wilson. 

a . 	 UN Secretary General U Thant said the peace offensive would tes t 
whether Hanoi was dominated by Communist China. 

b. 	 The Pope accepted our sincerity, said he believed we were sincere in 
seeking peace, adding that he would do everything he could to work for 
a settlement. 

c. 	 Italian leaders favored the bombing lull. They believed our action had 
been helpful to the Moro government. 

T OI SEGRE I /$ENSITIVE 
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d. 	 De Gaulle was polite but expressed his lack of confidence in the 
peace offensive. For him, the only course of action is U. S. with­
drawal from South Vietnam. Foreign Minister Couve took a slightly 
different po s ition, arguing that the National Liberation Front should 
be part of a coalition government before negotiations could be under­
taken. 

e . 	 Prime Minister Wilson spoke of a new British initia tive as IC C co ­
chairman. He asked that the peace offensive be prolonged long enough 
for the Soviets to react on the basis of Shelepin1 s visit. 

USIA Director Marks summarized world press reaction to the peace offensive. 
The USIA summary is attached. 

ln general, the peace initiative is welcomed but doubts are expressed that 
it will produce results. Some writers think the p eace offensi ve is merely a 
prelude to further military action. 

The Japanese press is not helpful despite the favorable view of its govern ­
ment. In Latin America, the press gives unreserved support. In the Middl e 
East , press reaction is lTI.ixed. 

Secretary Rusk summarized the scope of the peac e offensive. 

Of the 113 countries which have been contacted since the offensive was 
launch ed December 28, 70 have responded. Of these, 57 countries have 
responded favorabl y , six countries r eceived our r epresentations without comment, 
two countries (Thailand and South Korea) have indicated they think the U. S. 
suspension of bombing is a mistake. The South Vietnamese a re noncommittal, 
having stated n o objection so far. 

Special emissaries have been sent to 34 foreign governments. Further 
details are contained in a State Department memorandum attached.) 

The reaction from the other side is not what it was last May when Hanoi 
rejected our note, Soviet Foreign Minister Gromyko said the note was insulting, 
and the press from the first day said the pause would not lead to negotiations. 
This time, none of these things happened. 

Twenty - five secondary demarches are under way. The Yugoslavs tell us 
that Hanoi is under great pressure. 

Diplomatic efforts to resolve the situation in Southeast Asia began in Vienna 
with President Kennedy. A serious effort is being made to find a solution and 

ReF SECRET/SENSITIVE 
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Secretary Rusk {continued) 
it is generally believed that if this fails , our full military effort in South Vietnam 
will be renewed. However, if we resume the bombing, we will lose the s.upport of 
almost all those who now support us . Mr. Shelepin leaves tomorrow but we do 
not know how long he will stay. 

On the political side, we have had a plus for the last ten days, but the 
situation in South Vietnam has not improved. 

Our position will erode here if we wait much longer to resume the bombing 
but abroad we will lose support if we resume. 

Secretary Rusk said he w i shed to discuss privately with the President on the 
next moves. 

Secretary McNamara said the probl em of timing the resumption of the bombing 
was serious. T he American peopl e looked at the situation soberly. The Admin ­
i str ati on is speaking with one voice. It is very helpful that divergent views are 
not being publicized. 

The President: We are in a difficult p o sition but it is a much better position 
than if we had not responded to the urging that we hol d off bombing to see whether 
this would lead to peace. We have made the record clear. W e can return to the 
earlier situation if the pause does no t work. We have a better basis to call on 
the U. S. people not only for their sons, but also their treasure. Americans 
feel bette r if they know we have gone the last mile even if we have had grave 
doubts about doing so. The basis for a supplemental budget to pay the increased 
costs of the war has been laid. Secretary Rusk and Ambassador Goldberg will 
pursue whateve r leads they may get. 

We don't int end to become weaker in Southeast Asia. We are following a 
course to unite our people and make possible a follow through. The diplomatic 
offensive boils down to saying that we are ready to r eason this out. One poll 
shows that 73 percent of the American peopl e wanted us to increase our diplomatic 
efforts. In the las t twelve months, 200 confer ences have been held by Secretary Rus 
in an a ttempt to get negotiations going. But his efforts are not known publicly. 
Tonight, mo re people in the U.S. and the world think we want peace than thought 
so two weeks ago. This is an as set. 

·~ SEGRET-fSENSITIVE 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT 


WASHINGT O N 


January 5, 1966 

benr Mr. Pre sident: 

Attached are mt:!n-.oranda relating to topics discussed at 
our msctings in Jap2.n, the Philippines , the Republic 
of Chin.::1, and !<orea . 

The one conmon deno?,1:i.nat0r in all discus s ions \·;as the 
recognition by l'.s i an leG\c1.ers that Asic:ins must. do much 
more about their O\•m. probJ ems in the 1-\ sian area . 
Without except.ion , the l eaders in J apan , the Philip­
pines , the nepublic of China, and Korea: along wtth 
the Fore.:i.gn l·lini:stcr of Tlrnilanc1 and the Chairman of 
the Militm.·y DirectorC!te of Vietnam (both of \·!horn I 
talked to) , recognize d t~ ~t much more had to be done 
by the leaders of free l\sian countries to ex.plain tne 
danger of corrm1unist aggression in South Vietnam. 
These same spokesmen e:<prcssed the nec1~ssity of Asians 
carrying the message of the Vietnumesc stru9gle to the 
international community . They recognized that the 
United States was being vilified by communist propa­
ganda and that al l tco little had been do ne by Asia.n 
l eaders to offset this propaganda . 

The Vietnamese are preparing to dispatch teams of 
defectors from the Viet Cong and North Vietnam to 
travel in Europe, J"\frica, and South A.'Tlerica eh"'S>laining 
what's going on in Vietnam . These are defector!:; v1ho 
have been thoroughly rehabilitated and can make a 
persuasive case for thG defense of South Vietnam and 
the role o t the United States and other countries in 
that defct~ ~:-J. These teams will be ready to travel and 
talk early t~is year. 

fRVICESfT 
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The Pre: 
Page 2 
January · .'_9 6G 

The For12i;_ ~ Minister of Thailand expressed to me his 
desire to call a meeting of leaders of free Asian 
countries to promote greater regional cooperation and 
regional economic development in Southeast Asia . Thj.s 
same view was e::-:pressed and supported by Prime Minister 
Sato of J apan and President Park of l~orea. The 
Japanese have plans in mind for a Southeast Asian 
economic conference at the ministerial level . The 
President of Korea through his Foreign .Minister wishes 
to call a conference of free Asian leaders sometime 
this year to discuss political developments in the 
area as well as economic and social plans. There is 
no doubt but that there i s a rea\·Jakening among these 
leaders as to their responsibilities and opportunities . 

I have spelled out certain other observations and 
recommendations in the attached memoranda on a country 
by country basis. It was a high honor and privilege 
to be your r epresentative in these countries. I trust 
that the information that you have received from those 
who were in the delegation will prove of value in your 
deliberations. 

Respectfully, 

~4::tf~-:/ 
The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c . 

ettvtc=srr 




and Korea. 

DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 13292, Sec. 3.5 
NLJ/A'.Ac ()7 -85 , 

By M ':NARA, Date l' ·J- t>8 

Summary of c: onv .:rsations witb the lcadersbip of 
Japan, Pluli pp '• nes, Republic of China, 
December 2r. .,. 1965, to January 2, 19 66 , 

Japan (PM S3to, FoMin Sh:iina, Yasukawa oI Ameriean Desk, Hachimoto, 
Chic::i of the Cabinet) 

U. S. discussed need of help from Japa11 on refugees in South 
Vietr-arn , to pr•)vide additional medical teams, to assist with Japanese 
public opinio!'l in supporting the U.S. effort in behalf of the South Viet ­
namese:, to hcli) get the message 1.o the Comnn;r.ist leadership of the 
U. S. willingness to enter into negotiations ancl at the same time our 
intention to fight on if necessary, finally, that the U.S. would encourage 
Japanese cooperation in the space effort. 

Japanese reaction : 

unstable public opinion, press and assembly difficult to 
handle, but welc:om ed opportunity to publicize details of 
Rusk conversations and the "peace basket" proposals. 

preparing to send additional medical teams if can get 
volunteers, also preparing to send delegation to South 
Vietnam to review and study medical, refugee and orphan 
needs. 

instructions by P.!VI to the foreign minister to take up i.vith 
the Soviet leaders early in January the possibility of 
direct Soviet intervention in behalf of negotiations over 
Vietnam . 

great J apanese interest continued in the Asian Development 
Bank, despite disappointment regarding site of bank in 
Manila. Still interested in a Japanese president. Japanese 
clearly i nterested in economic assistance in Southeast Asia. 

Japanese intention to encourage an economic conference 
on Southeast Asia at the ministerial level sometime early 
in summer, after April. 

ve ry favorable reaction to President Johnson's peace offensive. 

Philippines (President Ferdinand E. Marcos) 

U. S. pr0posals were to get Philippines to speak up for U.S. and 

our position i .n Southeast Asia, to indicate willingness to negotiate for a 

commitment o f engineers and supporting forces, and to explain precise 

U . S. position on negotiations. 

http:NLJ/A'.Ac
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w ii L place themselves squarely in the fight against Communism. 

w 'ish to e quip seven Army engineer construction battalions ­
f'- l'haps utilizing one or more of them in Vietnam . 

w:o:mt to complctdy modernize Army, but with concentration 
on the engineers, for they can be used for civic a ction. Also 
rnuch i....l'ltcrested in improvi ng the constabulary. 

desire U. S. procurement of supplie s for Vietnam . 

proposed that Philippines be given contracts for housing 
in Vietnam and to supply labor for projects. 

Taiwan (Chiang Kai Shek) 

We expressed President .Johnson 1s friendship and explained 
U. S. peace proposals. 

Chines e proposals: 

U. S. should not be using own troops as principal forces in 
Southeast Asia, but rather Asian troops and American logis ­
tics support. You cannot match the Chinese capability in 
manpower. 

If agreement in pri nciple that ChiComs are the real enemy, 
and not the Vietcong or North Vietnamese, we can work out 
measures to deal with them - including returning to mainland. 

The Soviet Union 1s actions in the present crisis, particularly 
the Shelepin visit may be very, very significant. Does not 
believe that Soviet would support ChiComs i n a "civil war" 
which would erupt with a "return to the mainland. 11 

P resident Johnson's course in the :•peac e offensive'' a wise 
and prudent effort, irnecessary and important. 11 But what if 
they don ' t negotiate? (Answer : up to the President of the U.S. 
but we will resist the aggressor. ) 

Taiwan very much i nterested in expanding their technical 
ass istance program to increase food production in Latin 
A· . ~erica, Asia and Africa, with assistance from U. S. through 
PL 480 . 
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Could step up aid to South Vietnam - possibly one or two 
L ST ships for U. S1 use . 

Korea (President Park~ P~l ChungJ Deputy PiVI Chang) 

U.S. position was one of gratitude for the excellent Korean commit­
mentJ encouragernent of additional comm i tment of troopsJ and willingness 
to enter negotiations so that Korea ·wot<ld not suffer from such a commit­
m ent. No blank checks in ter1ns of money, but a flat commitment to South 
Korea's security. Explciined U. s. peace proposals and bombing lull. 

Korean r eactions: 

Korea now close to taL·e-off e conomically. An economic push 
would put them into flight . T hey see a comn1itment of Korean 
troops as killing several birds : not only helps t heir ally and 
fights their enemy i n another place, but it could stirnulate 
their economy greatly if they could play a role silnilar to 
J apan i n the Korean con.flict. 

They see end to grants in aid; but they would like U.S . markets, 
and some protection in those roarketsJ particularly in offshore 
proclu~ement for the Vietnamese action. They are also inter ­
ested in additional program loans, and the loan of some U. S. 
shi ps to alleviate their balance: of payments problem. 

It i s Korea 1s moral obligation to take up arms for any nation 
assaulted by Communism. Also to speak up for Asia in 
defending t he American position i n South Vietnam. Yet no 
commitment of additional troops can be permitted to weaken 
t he security of Kor eaJ or weaken i ts economy. Would need 
to have this clear to get authority from Assembly and support 
from public. 

Intends to visit Southeast Asia soon, seeking regional outlook . 

Supports U . S. peaee offensive with r e8er vatlons - fear we aken­
i ng of morale in Southeast Asi a and another Panmunjom situation. 
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THE VIC!:: PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

January 5, 1966 

MEI·~ORANDU.M FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: THE VICE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT! JAPAN 

This me.'Tlorandum will supplei'Tlent the report of 

Jack Valenti relating to our discussions in Japan with 

Prime Minister Sato and his Cabinet officers. 

The Prime ~dnister was very much pleased with the 

Rusk document r elating to ou!:' peace initiatives and what 

we are prepared to do for the so-called peace basket . 

The Prime Minister expressed his concern over the failure 

of Japan to do more to be of assistance in Southeast 

Asia. He explained in some detail the nature of the 

political opposition i n Japan and why he bad to proceed 

with caution. 

I urged the Prime Minister t o take a mor e active 

role in Southeast Asian development, both political and 

e conomic . It was obvious that this is in the mind of 

t he Prime : :.'.. .1ister and the Forei gn Minister . I do believe 

http:Omq.q.tl
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~e calso d1sc.t.tssecl -t~c. ~'St,,cy o+ prompt assistance 

C)W"\ -t.he . .,t-fM~ee.. pv-t>bl~~ . IJ.te- Pri~t Mlrlf.ster spoke of the 

lc.51slaioYS to '\J1ti"1~""tZ> st.z...oy .-;nrl ;-eport on both the 

r .. e.fi.~ee a~ t-h~ orpnttY\ situiai:itin . 

flt: t_rprc.s.sed CDt'\Cf'Yr\ OV~Y "1CO/ct\I aid and how it 
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We do have an economic lever in terms of offshore 

procurement . Possibly the Japanese coul d be informed 

indirectl y that it is exceedingl y difficult for us to 

place orders with Japanese firms when we have fri ends i n 

the area who are willing to commit combat forces and yet 

at the sarne time need purchases from the Uni ted States to 

bo l ster t heir economy. I am confident that t he Prime 

Minister would get the poi nt quickly. I explained to the 

Pr i me Minister that we also needed the voice of Japanese 

l eaders in expl aining our role in Vietnam to the inter­

national community. 

I expressed your willingness t o cooperate with 

J apan in the field of space activities. I t would be well 

fo r 9ur science advisor at the Ameri can Embassy or someone 

\ f rom NASA t o f o l low up on this proposal. 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH INGTO N 

January 5, 1966 

11EMORi""\NDUM FOR THE PRES I DENT 

FROH: THE VICE PRESIDENT 

SUBJlJ:CT : THE PHILIPPINES 

This memorandum will supplement the report 

presented to you by Jack Valenti. 

It is my view thc:it you will f incl President .Narcos 

of the Philippines cooperative , ~ble , and effective . 

He appears to have the capacity and ability to be a good 

president and to give responsible leadership to his 

country. He surely has the intellectual equipment and 

the necessary political experience. He is a man of great 

courage - firm, tough, and mature. He gives one the 

impression of understanding the needs of his people on 

t he home front as well as the dangers of conununist 

aggression on the international front. His inaugural 

address spel l ed this out in clear-cut language. 

In my con•1ersation with him , he emphasized his 

readiness to ask the Philippine Congress for authority 

~~~kl .. '!Q-!"2-(~~:L. 
.. ~.V-f J., . ¥) 1-.. ll-10I\• 
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to commit Ph:i.lippine f orces to Vietnam. He was fully 

aware of the proposal for engineers and the necessary 

security forc es. He expressed a willingness to commit 

the Philippine Republic as an active ally in Vietnam . 

In fact , h e said h e h ad the will to do it but there was 

a lack of r esources which he hoped we might help provide . 

President Marcos suggested that the Phili ppines could 

supply considerable materi a l for our ope r ations in 

Vietnam, includ ing housing . He also suggested that the 

Philippines had available surpl us labor which could and 

should be used by American contractors in Vietnam. 

I suggested t hat he outline his proposals in more 

detail and present them to our Ambassador . I further 

s uggested that the Koreans were likewise anxious for the 

United States to purchase materials from the Korean 

economy and to recrui t workers from the Korean labor 

forces. I then added that Korea had already committed 

one division of combat troops and that Kor eans f elt this 

should give them some priority on both procurement and 

supplying l abor for U.S. commitments i n Vietnam. 
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President Harcos got the point and said thc:it he 

was pleased "to learn that we rewarded our friends." He 

had often heard that we were more kind to our enemies or 

our former enemies . This was an obvious reference to 

Japan and particularly Japan during the Korean Conflict 

when a good deal of of£shore procurement was obtained 

in Japan . 

I expressed t o President Marcos the need of an 

active participat i on by the Phil ippines in Vietnam. The 

President readily stated t hat he was prepared to offer 

l eadership on this in the coming session of his Congress. 

He would immediately ask fo r authority to commit Philip­

pine forces t o the defense of South Vietnam. He once 

again stressed, however, the necessit y of modernization 

of the Philippine armed fo r ces and the p r oper equipment 

of seven engineer battalions. These battalions could be 

' 	 used in Vietnam and for public works projects in the 

Philippines . He wanted us to r eview the mil itary 

assistance program in order to provide some modern 

equipment for the Phil ippine forces. 
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It is my j udgment thu.t we can expect considerable 

help from the Phil ippines if we are willing to provide a 

r easonable amount o f modern equipment along the lines 

suggested by President Marcos . The amount of equipment 

is negotiable but , if we want Philippine forces available , 

we shoi.tld proceed at once to r eview t he material needs of 

t he Philippine anned forces . It would strengthen the 

h and of Marcos in dealing with Congress if he could s ay 

that we were prepared to offer assistance , materials, and 

equipment. We should make clear our willingness to do 

this prior to his r equest for new authority f rom the 

Congress . 

I further suggest that we not l eave all of these 

matters in the hands of the Ambassador. While the 

Ambassador is a personal fr i end of mine and , I believe, 

is doing a reasonably good job, President Marcos would 

feel somewhat f lat t ered if a high- level officer from our 

government, s uch as Secretary Vance or Secretary Ball, 

were sent to Manil a to initiate negotiations and dis­

cussions and to lay down the general guidelines for 

United States-Philippi ne military cooperation. 
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WASHIN GTO N 


JanL1a.2=y 5, 1966 

F~Of.!: l'EB vrcz P~:c2 rn~:·rr 

SUB03C'i' : TB2 !lEl?VBLIC OF CHH !A 

I wis h t o st1pplemcnt t1:::: re?ort of Jae~~ Va l enti 

on o u r discussions in the Republic of China , T~iwun. 

Thi s country represents a success story for 

Ameri c a n fo rei gn aid . Ou r economic and t e chnical 

assistance has b ee!'1 well used . The economy of Taiwan 

has been greatl y strengtheneC: , and the Republic of Ch:i. :-1a 

i s p r epar e d to do a great deal nore i n the internatio~al 

communi ty , both in t he field of e conomic development and 

t e chnic a l assistance . 

The Republic o f China has a request before our 

g o ver ruTient relating to a dditional PL 480 surplus food 

a ssistance . It wishes to purch3~e under Title I, PL 480 

cotton and wheat in the sum of approximatel y $30 mill i on . 

As I recall, it \•1as about $18 million in cot ton (o f whi ch 

we have a huge :=..~rplus) and $12 million :..n \·:heat . T:-ii s 
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additional assistance to the economy of rlationalist China 

will permit that country to carry out a very extensive 

technical assistu:-ico prog rc:rn in Africa and Latin America . 

\·le \-.·ere given an e;.:cellent revie\•l of the economy und 

of the proposal for expanded tech~icul assistcrnce. The 

Title I wheat and cotton \•.iould generate currency in the 

sum of about $30 million which \.."Ou l d maim possible a fiv e ­

year program of technical assistance running at the rate 

of $25 million per year . Without the Title I comr:iodities, 

the maximum amount of technical assistance would be about 

$10 million per year . Thus, for an investment of 

$30 million in PL 480 commodities, the Republic of China 

could provide $125 million in technical assistance in 

Africa and Latin America . Without PL 480 commodities, the 

maximum amount of technical assistance would be approxi ­

matelv $50 million over a five - year period . 

Furthermore, the PL 480 supplies would gener ate 

· 	local currency of which approximately 30% or $9 million 

would be available for Coole~' loans to American enter­

prises and 20% or $6 million availabl e for U. S . Government 
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purcha s es in Taiwan . The balahce of 50% or $15 million 

\·.'ould be made avc.ilable to the Chinese econor.1y and 

repayable in doll~rs under the terms o f t he loan 

agre ei-nent . 

On c arefu l review of this proposal , it has much 

to recommend i t . I am hcpeful that it can b e expedited 

from our end . I shall bring this to the attention of the 

Secretary of State ~nd the Secreta ry of Agriculture . 

I am sure they will both \vi sh to revie\·1 it . 

The Valendi document repo?:"ts very accurately !:he 

balanc e of our conversation wi th the Nationalist Chinese 

officials. 

http:econor.1y
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TH E VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 

Janua r y 5, 1966 

FROil: '!'HE VICE PRBSID.:::::T 

S UDuL.:CT : KOREJI. 

I n my discussions with Preside nt Park o f the 

Repl1blic of l(or ca , I \·1as told that the re had been undue 

delay in the provision of milit~ry assistance during the 

past year. Furt11ermor e , there was a grave shortag e 0£ 

spa r e part:;; . I was further informed t 11at muc h o~ the 

equipment , radar , field pieces , anti- aircraf t guns and 

ri fles were of World War II vintage and in a serious 

st~te of disrepair. This same message v1as given to me 

by the military a utho rities duri ng my inspection of ROK 

troops . 

I am not in a position to judge the accurateness 

of this complaint , but I do pass it along f or your 

infoIT."lat i on and respectf ully suggest that an inquiry be 

made at the Defe~se Departr.ient . I f t here is delay , then 

indeed someone should e xpedite the ship::ient o f the 

necessar y equipnent and parts . 
~· 
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There v1as grave concern in the governr.ient circles 

of Korea that we t·muld be sharply reducing military 

assistance c::.t the very tirne that Korea was taking a more 

active role in Vietnaw . The Presiclen!: and the Prir.1e 

1-linist .er of Kor ea made a s t rong plea for offshora 

p r.ocul.·ernent f r oi':'I Korea to supply forces in Vietnam . 

They emphasized fi rst of all that all of£shcre purchasing 

for the Korean f orces in Vietnam should be made f r om 

Korea . They also requasted that a sizable portion of 

offshore procure.rrient £o r other forces in Vietnam be 

obta ined through Kor ean sources . Both the President and 

the Prime Minister and other Cabinet officials expressed 

conce rn tr.at the United States might do most of its 

offshore purchasing from Japan. I assured the Korean 

officials that these observations would be brought to your 

attention. The report of Mr. Va l enti as t o my conver­

sations \·:i th President Par k and the Prime Minister r elates 

in more detail the substance of the Korean position on 

procurement and its r elationship to additiona l Korean 

forces in Vietnam . 

;..EtVlCE SET 

http:1-linist.er
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President Park i s anxious to be of greater help 

in Vietnam but faces some serious political a11d economic 

p r oblems at ho;ne . He feels that he could ove rcome these 

problens even though 1967 is an election year, i f t he 

United Stcites v;ould give sp~cial consideratio11 t.o Kor ea11 

economic needs by purcha sing supplies in Korea and 

maki ng available the necess ary military assistance t o 

f urther modernize the Ko r ean armed forces. I made it 

quite clear to Presicent Park and his government that 

there was no U.S . blank check or open- end account . 

I urged that he make a specific proposal to our Amb~ssadc~ 

so that we had something to talk about and some idea of 

what the Korea~s wanted and needed . I stressed tha t it 

would not be possible fo r us to estimate Korean needs or 

o f fer any effective assistance until we had a proposal 

f rom the Korean government . I gather that such will be 

f orthcoming . 

StnVICESEr 
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J anuary 6, 1965 

ME.M. O RANDU.\1 FO~ : The Pl'esident 

At yesterday 1s meeting of the National Secu 1·ity 
Cour:cil, I repo rted on wol'ld press reaction to the peace 
offensive i n Vi e m arn . I thought it would be helpfnl for 
you to have the a Lta ch ed report g idng further details 
on this subj ect. 

I w ill prepare c:.dditional 
to you peri odically . 
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UNITED STATES INFORMATION AGENCY 
WASHINGTON 

O~rtCC OF 
TIIE OIRi:CTOR J anuary 6, 1966 

VLCL SSUll D 
I! .(.. • (' ,JY, 3 ,'l 
l\ll 9<1- .315 MEMORANDu~1. ?OR: The Honorable 

.iy ch_:_. N4Jt/l. f>-.ttc f· 3-2.;D ean Rusk zt..P • 

S ecr etary of Stale 

S UBJECT: Summary Reaction to the "Pea ce Offensive" 

The ?resident' s initiative , widely seen as motivated by a sincere 
des ire for peac e ir.. Vietnam, was welcomed by the We st European press. 
P ape1· s which c riticized the "rodeo" face ts of the initiative and deplored 
the "exaggerated publicity" attributed this to the President ' s style r ather 
than to insincerity. 

A nwnber said thal if the effort fails its primary objective, it 
will have served at l east to convince U. S. and world opinion that the U . S. 
has no choice but to prosecute the war with vigor . Most p a per s conside1·ed 
thi s l atter motive as subordinate to that of achieving peace but a critical 
minority suggested that the President might use the failure of the "global 
justification c am,?ai gn 11 as an "alibi" to intensify the war. 

Hanoi 's failure to respond to the U.S. initiative is c r i tically 
noted even by those papers which voice some suspicion of American 
motives . S ome p apers , however , hold Hanoi less responsibl e fo r con ­
tinued intransigence than " outrageously cynical" Peking . Some commen­
tators focused their hopes on t h e Shelepin mission. However , the desire 
and ability of Soviet and East European leaders to e xercis e a mode rati ng 
influence at thi s time were questioned . Communist China was generally 
seen to be in a more favorable strategic position in the Far East than 
the Soviet Union . 

Fear of a new escalation of the conflict prompted e :x--pressions of 
anxiety, partic•uarly in West Germany, that the U. S. will now ask its 
NATO allies t c· ?a;·ticipate militarily in Vietnam. Scatte r ed comment on 
this possibil i t :. ~ ~ggests that our West European allies would be loath to 
do more than : · .J \·ide additional moral, economic and teclm ical support . 

GO?ifYIDENTh·\L 
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Far E-.. ,, t - - Apart frorn the CommWlist - lin e newspapers there 
was in the F ;;,: East a general disposition to give the U.S . good marks 
for effort, t ub"cthcr with a general skepticism as to the results, and 
in many quar te rs a wait - and-see attitude resulting in an unwillingness 
to m ake any com.rncnt. 

B-..::-mese reaction is reported as equivocal, but on the whole 

more sympathetic than usual. Interest was shown in unusually heavy 

n ews coverage. Indonesia, preoccupied wi th domestic t urmoil , has 

paid no attention to the question. 


Warmest ·reaction comes from Australia, Malaysia and the 
Philippines , where both confidence in the sincerity of Preside nt Johnson ' s 
desire for peace and a belief that U. S. efforts are wise , whatever the 
result may be, are dominant . In Thailand, South Vie tnam , Singapo re, 
Hong Kong , Korea and Taiwan a good deal more skepticism as to the 
possible r esults characterizes what reaction is available. The hard-
line Taiwan and overseas-Chinese press tends to treat peace efforts 
with apprehension, fears being expressed that the U. S . might lose too 
much at the peace table. There is some recognition in these quarters , 
however , that present efforts will have a good effect on world opinion. 
Korea, too, has its doubts, and we are warned not to accept a "second 
P ann1unjom. 11 In Saigon the idea of "unconditional talks" seems too much 
of a concession, giving the Communists time to s trengthen themselves. 
Bangkok seems not ready to comment, apart from the Chines e press. 

Vlhile Ja?a:iese official c ir cles continue to be s ympathetic, press 
reaction cannot be described as wholly friendly. Only the Tokyo Shimbun 

\ 	 i s forthrightly sympathetic , while the rest seem to feel that recent 
developments confirm their misgivings about the U. S . r ole in Vietnam 
and provide Japan with an opportunity to take a hand in the affair in o rde r 

. to ~itigate the bellicosity of the g reat powers, not excluding the U.S. 

Near Ecst, South Asia -- Media are t ypically Wlsophisticated in 
[ their editorial reaction to the U. S . peace initiative on Vietnam, although 
. press and public inter est in the peace effort is high in mos t count ries , 
~ especially in those visited by Ambassador Harriman. Greece, Turkey 
1 a nd Cyprus , preoccupied with their own regional problem, r eport the 

least intere s ~ . 

The C .S. peace purpose is accepted and its peace effort is pre­
ponde r antly·:·..~:ed in four countries: India, Iran, I s r ael and Lebanon. 

- €ON FIDENTIAb 
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And in thre e ..,: thes e fou r countries -- the exception being I srael -­
tlle press i s b ';ncrally optimistic abo\.tt the outcome of the peace campaign . 
On balance, ti1c limited Iraqi comment has been unfavorable to the U. S . 
The press in the rcn1aining cow1tries in the area has b een either neutr al 
or noncommi t tc:.l on the U. S . effort, expressing hope for peace but , on 
the w110lc, neithe r grec.t optirnism nor pessimism. 

L atin .A.rncr:ca - - In most countries the "great U.S . peace offe nsive" 
re c eived cornplete and adequate front-page news cove r age but little edi ­
torial commen;:. N ews trcat1ncnt was markedly favor able in most coLmtries. 

Edit orial con11nent fron1 five of those countrie s unre servedly 
lauded the U. S. effort . A few newspapers linked the U. S . effo1·t with 
P op e P aul 1s initiatives . Most comlnents expres scd h ope that the "un­
precedented" and "sincere" U.S. effort would succeed , but a f e w expressed 
doubt. Those who discussed the possibility that the ini t iative might fail 
said emphatically that the fault would be Commm1ist China' s b ecaus e , as 
A rgenti n a ' s conservative La Nacion said, the " North Vietnamese leade r 
is compelled to follow the war chariot driven by the Chinese . 11 However, 
n;any seemed to feel that if the "offensive" failed, the U. S . i s r eady for 
11the big war'! ( Chile 1s conser vative El Diario Ilustrado. ) 

Africa - - In a majority of the African states, media coverage of 
curre nt U.S. peace efforts has been extensive to moderate and gener ally 
factual with sustained comment limited to Alge ria and Tunisia. 

Press commentary in both Tunisia and Algeria was mixed, b ut 
pape rs representing official views w e re favorable to U.S. efforts. 
T unisia' s official L'Action said that America's propos a l s are being ad­

vanced with "firmness that makes it difficult to question the genuineness 
of America ' s desire for peace '' and that the " U. S. peace effort has n o t 
evoked an appropriate response from the adversar y . 11 However , T unisia ' s 
influential and independent J eune Afrique suggested "it could all be an 
effo rt to make a new level of escalation more p a l atable to world opinion. " 

Full and factual r eporting by the Algerian ruling party o r gan, 
Al-Shaab, co;iveyed both the sincerity of U.S. efforts and the n egative 
r espons e s ot t:-1e adversary attributing pessimism r egarding the r esults 
to French oo s ervor s . El - Moujahid, an other Algerian ruling party organ 
b ut less of a spokesn•an for the government than Al-Shaab , described the . ,, ,, ----­

"<liplomat1c balelsectaldate s f\ :._•sl , F\kescreen" fo refforts a s ;-, " _ i,ng.n\ a f"s~· "Pe ntagon
machinatic•::~ " and f u rther 10 \ . \ 

1 -\ \h'\'' . hj>
L\&tard • ~at'ks 

,~rector \ 
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SUBJECT: P..c::l steps in the cffo:?: l for pc ~J.c c.- . 

1. Th~ W L. ;;L<: r n Pacific - - The Vice Pr c sidenl 

2. Report on Ron1c, P <t ris <rnd Lonclou - - P.rnba5sador Col~ ;e ··t:. 

3 . Report on public comment over sea.; - - 1ir. ~.lz.rks 

4·. L ate diplomatic round-up -- T he Secre~<•.ry of .St~~c 

5. Preliminary discussion of next steps - - The Sccrda:r '> 0f Stat0 
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