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The Problem of Indian Nuclear Weapons 1h -' 1J- NAR ·\. D.ue 7-/ 6-:-tJ.o 

The Presi dent: indicated that this was the firs t of a series of NSC meetings 
to be devo t ed to the discussion of complex probl ems requiring car eful 
exploration before they were to come to him for decision. He exp ressed h i s 
concern about the g rowing pressures in India favoring the nuclear route . Its 
own economic progress a n d the stability of the whole area depended on India 
not going nuclea r. The Paper admirably summarized the problems . He 
invited Mr. Ball to lay out the issue s. 

Mr. Ball: b riefly summarized the Int e rdepartme ntal paper of June 7 , 1966, on 
this subject, giving the p ro s and cons of the s uggested alternatives {Plowshare was 
not mentioned) . Although his presentation was even - handed, he appeared to 
favor some form of multilate r al app roach whi ch a ttempt ed t o deal with India1 s 
r eal securi ty probl ems. 

He recommended further --and urgent- - s taff s tudies. 

Mr. McNamara: ag r eed a nd thought recommendations c ould come fo rward for 
Presidential consideration within two to three weeks. 

M r . Fost e r: S tre ss ed the urgency, since disarmament m eetings resu1ne in Geneva 
in June, a nd the U.S. must have an improved position within a month or six 
weeks a t the outside. He thought the two or three principal alternatives now 
under study (in the Committe e of Principals) could easily be s t affed out and 
recommended within a month. 

Mr. Mar ks : Urged (a ) a conference of world intellectuals to stress the economic 
cost s and secur i t y liabilities of nuclear weapons; (b) using the 20th anni versary 
of the Baruch pro posa l s as the occasion for a bold new U.S. initiative. 

The Vice P r e sident: S tressed how little additional e xpenditure would be nece s sary 
beyond that already invested for India to go nuclear. He preferred a UN u m brella 
with private U. S . reassuran ces to India. Thi s leaves the door open to the Soviets 
without forcing e ither the Indians or Russia to take a public s tand . 

A m bassador Goldb erg: Stressed the urgency of deciding on any such ar range m ent, 
since it would r equire soundings with the Rus sians well in advance of the opening 
oi the UNGA i n Septemb e r . Also n e c e ssary would be precise commitment:s to the 
Indians. 

SECftET /SENS! IIVE 
CE SET 



l . { 
.. 

SECRET /SE"NSITIVE - 2 ­

Mr. Foster: Cited Minister Banerjee, the Indian Minister who had officially 
indicated that "for a period, a General Assembly resolution would be adequate. 11 

Mr. Rostow: Ur ged: 

a. the urgency of our own explorations but reminded the Council of the 
complexity of decisions countries must face before they chose to go nuclear. 
Our problem was to buy time until the Indians came to accept the necessity 
for Western assistance; 

b. the nuclear issue was so complex that it could not be dealt with solely 
by the specialis t s concentrating on arms control or by the country or area 
specialists. We must find ways of combining these two types of specialists 
in the study of this problem. 

The President: Instructed the Department to speed the study of the Indian 
nuclear problem and said he would issue a NSAM sho rtly. 

Howa~rd Wriggins 
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