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SJiiC:RET/6EtiSI'i"Pl:S 
FOR THE PRESIDENT ONLY 

SUMMARY NOTES FOR SSlstlNSC MEETING 
September 7, 1968, 12:00 noon 

Conte/Long and Symington Amendments--Vietnam 

In the absence of the President, Secretary Rusk asked Under Secretary 
Katzenbach to present the issues confronting the goverrunent in providing 
military aid under the llinitations imposed by the Conte/Long and Symington 
Amendments. 

Under Secretary Katzenbach: State Department officials failed to c~nvince 
members of Congress of the advantages of a flexible policy in dealing with 
military aid to poor or underdeveloped countries. The result is a series of 
amendm.ents requiring the Executive Branch to limit military assistance and 
economic assistance if recipient countries refuse to hold down their levels 
of military spending. 

The Vice President:· We should get people in business and the labor unions 
to work on the sponsors of the restrictive amendments--i. e. , Conte, 
Symington and Long. The La~ American Council, headed by Mr. Rockefeller, 
should be enlisted. 

Under Secretary Katzenbach: Representative Conte and Senator Long won't 
listen to our statements concerning the effec t of their amendments to the aid 
bill. 

Secretary Rusk: The value of the amendments is as a threat to invoke on 
them. Once invoked, they are no longer useful. 

The Vice President:· We should get groups in local areas to put pressure on 
Congressmen. This is an election year. We should also lay it on the line 
with the Congressional leadership. 

SEAVICEsaT lii6iWJ (M!t:JSFTI?r-E­
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Under Secretary Katzenbach: 

T he Presi dent ent e r ed the Cabinet Room at 12:25 accompanied by Mr. Clark 
Clifford. He asked General Wheeler to discuss the military situation in Vietnam 
following the T et offensive. 

General Wheeler: An estimated 50, 000 enemy troops participated in the Tet 
offensive . The ARVN is reluctant to move in Hue against the sacred pagodas 
there which are still held by the North Vietnamese. In Cho Lon, two Viet ~ong 
battalions are holding out and the enemy is attempting to reinfo r ce them. In 
the vicinity of Saigon there are two Vi et Cong divisions. 

Gen. Westmoreland reports from the field that the Hue- Danang area is the 
most serious problem. Thr ee ARVN battalions are running out of gas. New 
forces a re needed. U.S. troops are outside H ue. The weather is down on 
the deck, meaning that there is no fogistic resupply by air. A new attack on 
Danang is possible. The North Vietnamese Second Division is in the area. More 
U.S. and South Vietnamese troops are moving in. Highway 1, which was closed 
at the Ai- Van Pass must be reopened. A U.S. combat engineer battalion is 
moving up to open the Pass. . 

In the Khe Sanh area, the village of Lang Viet, four miles from Khe Sanh, 
was attacked and taken by the 304th North V i etnamese Division. The forces in 
Lang Viet held out until daylight when they moved back to Khe Sanh. Five enemy 
tanks were destroyed. Lao r efugees constitute a problem. They need food and 
they were used by the Viet Cong as hwnan shields. We are trying to get them out 
of the area and back to Laos. The Khe Sanh runway has been cratered but we 
can provide ample support to the outpost . 

Up to today, casualty figures in the Tet offensive are: 

670 U.S. KIA 

3, 565 U.S. Wounde d 

l, 294 S VN KI.A 

4,448 SVN Wounded 


24, 199 Enemy KIA 

5,000 Detainees 

No estimate of civilian casual ties 


The IV Corps has been relatively quiet. 

In order to meet the intense activity at Danang, a field army type head­
quarters will be set up there. It will in effect be a forward headquarters of 

-SET MACV. General Abrams will move up to command this headquarters. 
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· Secretary Rusk: The reaction in SVN to the Tet offensive has been reported 
by Anibassador Bunker in his weekly cable. After the initial stunning impact 
of the Viet Cong attack on the cities had passed, North Vietnamese leaders in 
Saigon began to show a more encourag~g willingness to close ranks and work 
together. The enemy has suffered a massive military defeat. If President 
Thieu gives evidence of strong leadership and calls in all' elements in support of 
his government, then what might have turned out to be a Pyrrhic victory for the 
Saigon government and its allies could be turned into a phychological victory as 
well. (see attached Bunker report for further details summarized at the meeting) . 

Secretary Rusk: There are many U.S. civilian casualties. About 30 0. S. 
civilians are mis sing in Hue. 

Gen. Wheeler: The enemy made a point of acting against U. S. citizens. 

Secretary Rusk: The estimate of 2, 000 civilian casualties will undoubtedly 
turn out to have been low. 

AID Administrator Gaud: There are 37 of his officials missing out of a total 
o~ 3, 000 in South Vietnam. 

CIA Director Rel.Ins: : --------------I.(p.),,-.;~C
~-::;/~·,16:' 

Secretary McNamara: Does the enemy have the potential to launch an air .3. 41(.f, '(; · 
offensive? · _,, · 

Gen. Wheeler: IL-28• s are moving into North Vietnam and there is increased 
activity of the MIGs which are engaging in bombing practice. The smaller AN2 1 s 
are also active. It is surmised that the enemy might ~ry to use the air, give 
massive ground support to an attack on Khe Sanh, try to knock dow:n our B - 52s 
or launch a raid on our airbase at Danang. All our Commanders have been 
alerted to possible enemy activity. 

Secretary Rusk: Do you anticipate an attack on U.S. carriers off South 
Vietnam by IL-28s? 

Gen. Wheeler: No. The IL..28s carry only light weapons and the U.S. carriers 
have a strong aircap. In addition, the weather is bad at the North Vietnamese 
airbase in Phuc Yen. 

The President: Why do we not go in and get their planes? 

Secretary McNamara: An air attack is a possibility but it probably would not be 
effective. It is possible that some spectacular action from North Vietnam is 
ahead of us. 

RVICES::T 
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The President: We should assume that we are going to be surprised and dis­
appointed. We may have to act quickly. We should lalow where our people 
are who can be moved now. 

General Wheeler: A study is under way which will be considered by the 
Chiefs lat er this aiternoon. 

The President: Can our allies help? 

General Wheeler: The Australians are incapable of assisting in the ti.me 
available. Korea can offer no additional help. The Thai troops are in 
training and to move them now would be a detri.Inent to our acti.vity. The 
Philipinos are not combat troops. 

T he President: It narrows down to U.S. troops? 

General Wheeler: Yes 

The President: What about the possibility of a aecond front in Korea? What 
are the things that we might want to do? 

General Wheeler: The bad weather along the Vietnamese coast around Hue is 
bothersome because we cannot engage in air logistic resupply. The First 
Cavalry Division, plus several thousand other U. s. forces depend on this 
LOC. It would be prudent for us to get Highway 1 open. General Abrams' 
plan to do so is acceptable. 

The President: Do we have enough facilities for the wounded? 

General Wheeler: Yes. We are moving wounded men out rapidly but we have 
the capacity of 6, 400 hospital beds. Of these, 2, 900 are occupied by military 
personnel and llOO by Vietnamese civilians . 

Secretary McNamara: We are in good shape to handle the wounded. In the 
last 24 hours the cause for serious concern is the area of Cho Lon, a part of 
Saigon where the eneTily is staying and reinforcing. Their intention may be to 
seek to cut the area off from the rest of the city. 

General Wheeler: The appearance of tanks is surprising. Apparently the 
North Vietnamese began moving these tanks from Hanoi about last September. 
It is an unusual logistic feat. 

Mr. Walt Rostow: Can we supply Danang by sea? 

_::BEEB ET;'iJiDTPTP'F
$ERVICESET 
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General Wheeler: The problem is to get goods from Danang north. The 
Ai-Van Pass from Hue is of major importance. The beaches in the area 
are excellent but there are no roads back from the beaches to the hard high­
ways. Goods would have to be moved from the beach by waterways to the 
highways. 

The North Vietnamese could engage in harassing rocket attacks on our 
base at Cam Ranh Bay but could not launch a major attack against it. 

The President: What intelligence are we getting from the detainees? 

General Wheeler: We are getting some tactical intelligence and s tories that 
the present a ttack is a decisive action. Of the 15 Viet Cong main force units, 
ten are no longer combat effective. The North Vietnamese are heavily 
r epresented in the north, in I Corps, but none are in the IV Corps in the Delta. 
There are from 12, 000 to 15, 000 North Vietnamese troops within a day1s march of 
Khe Sanh. 

The President: Why can1 t we find them? 

General Wheeler: The country is rugged jungle. 

The President: Will bombing get some of them? 

General Wheeler: Yes. We have observed secondar y explosions which means 
that we have hit ammunition dumps. 

The President: What effect does the weather have on bombing? 

G eneral Wheeler: We can fly some part of every day. The B-52s operate in 
any weather. 

The President: Should we give way in the hill portion {of Khe Sanh)? Are you 
worried? 

Secretary McNamara: Yes. W e are worried but not about the possibility of a 
military defeat. The military judgement is that we should not withdraw. 

General Wheeler: We should not take the situation around Khe Sa.nh seriously. 

T he President: We are trying not to. 

General Wheeler: Khe Sanh can be held. It may mean heavy fighting because 
General Giap m ay be prepared to take heavy casualties. 

SERVICE SET -S:l2:Q3;:ST / eENBI'f'iV!: 
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The President: Has General Westmoreland asked for anything? 

General Wheeler: No. The list of the things he needed are already under 
way to him. 

The President: Asked Secretary Rusk to report on the Pueblo and on his 
appearance on the Hill. There are Giaps in this country. 

Secretary Rusk: We have had four meetings at Panmunjom. We have obtained 
the name of one Pueblo crew member who died and the names of three other 
crew members who were injured. 

Secretary McNamara: The evidence we have is that those wounded were hurt 
.in destroying the sensitive equipment on the Pueblo and not by firing from the 
North Koreans. 

Deputy Secretary Nitze: The coding cards were apparently destroyed and most 
of the sensitive equipment. However, classified publications may have been 
compromised. 

The President: During this period it is important for State and Defense 
officials to watch the news tickers constantly. Every Senator or Congressman 
who makes an accusation should be answered. The leaders of the party should 
be asked to speak to other members of the Congress. Unless prompt replies 
are given, those who criticize get up a head of steam; it is .like taking dope. 
Should General Goodpaster brief Mr. Ni..xon? 

General Wheeler: There is an answer to one question being asked as to why 
the number of dead was so high in comparison to the number of weapons 
captured. Over 900 crew- served weapons were captured, each with a crew 
of four to five men. Suicide c r ews often have no weapons and are equiped only 
with satchel charges or grenades. Our experience is that we capture one 
weapon to three or four enemy dead. In addition, some enemy killed were not 
combat troops but porters and laborers. 

Secretary Rusk: The day after tomorrow we expect to talk business at 
Pamnunjom. An improvement in South Korean public opinion is near. As to 
the briefing of the Congress on the Pueblo, a statement was made to the 
Congressmen explaining the Pamnunjom meeting and answering their questions, 
such as why this type of intelligence gathering is important, why there were no 
escort ships, why the North Koreans did not have the law on their side and why 
it is important for us not to make a bad case. We should not get into the 
question of why we do not escort such ships . A ship on the high seas is the 
least provocative way of gathering intelligence. We should not cripple our 
intelligence effort. The press misconstrued what was said on the Sunday TV 
program. 

~rR\JIGESET 
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Secretary Rusk: Turning to Vietnam, silence bad met our peace probes and the 
Tet offensive was a significant signal to us. 

The President asked CIA Director Helms to prepare a paper outlining 

Communist use of statements made by US experts and for a sununary of the 

peace probes made so far and whether we had received any significant word 

from the North Vietnamese. 


Secretary Rusk; We have received no word which probably means we will get 
nothing. There have been no defections and further North Vietna.Inese attacks 
are likely. Referring to a story by Saville Davis recalling Dunkirk, he said he 
was puzzled by the attitude in the U. S. toward the Tet offensive. Obviously, 
pacification has been disrupted. Additional refugees are a burden. U.S. forces 
were on full alert for the attacks during Tet. Our forces are now in pursuit 
of the defeated North Vietnamese forces. 

The President: What was our position on the eve of Tet? 

General Wheeler: About 50 3 of the South Vietnamese troops were on leave 
for the Tet holidays. 

Secretary Rusk: We were not surprised except as to the timing of the Tet 
attacks. 

The President: Control is very difficult. Despite 300 White House policemen, 
people can get inside the White House. 

Secretary Rusk; Returning to the Pueblo case, the answer to why we took no 
military action to get out the crew is that military action would have given us 
only the corpses of the crew and we wanted them out alive. 

The President: At 1:30 P. M. the President turned to consideration of the 
Conte/Long and Symington amendments. The Vice President and Assistant 
Secretary Oliver should visit Latin America. Following Senator Gore1 s trip 
to Latin America he took a constructive attitude toward Latin American 
problems. We should send several Senators to Latin America within the next 
60 days. Under Secretary Katzenbach should also go. 

Under Secretary Katzenbach: Swnmarized the origin of the Conte/Long and 
Symington Amendments citing the Indian- Pakistan war, the Arab - Israeli 

roblem and th Ss ... 



Secretar ,Fowler: 

.. 


5F"RE~/8l!lffS!£1 !IE -8­

The President: Why don1t you call in the legislators who are the roughest on 
this problem and talk it out with them. 

Under Secretary Katzenbach: We are taking Congress seriously but some of 
our problems are summari~ed in the paper you have. 

The President: Secretary McNamara and Clark Clifford should work on 
Symington. 

Under Secretary Katzenbach: The Syniington Amenchnent creates a situation 
which is liveable but put together with the Conte/Long Amendment, we face an 
impossible problem. 

The President: Get the Cabinet officers together with those House and Senate 
officials most concerned. A list should be made of those who would be most 
helpful and perhaps Clark Clifford should be added to those meeting with the 
legislators. 

~FRVICE SET 
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Sunday, February4, 1968 3 

.l:~O~ 731:: :?RES.iDENT FROM BUNKL~ (Saigon 17920) 

El.!:<:ewith my thirty- seventh weekly message: 

Beca:..:se of the emergency caused by the widespread e."1.emy attacks which bc:-6a.r. 
i:1 tl:e ea1·:y hours 0£ Ja...~uary 31, I have reg~· etfully had to delay this week 1 s 
Ll.es sage . It thus covers a ?C:riod of ten days from January 25. 

The ea:-ly days of the ?er:oci, altl:ough wi-.::nessi:l.g a contir.'l:at:on of t:-.e :.:ass:ve 
bu:ld- u ? oi er.amy st!.·e:igth along the DMZ and the norther part oi foe F:..:-.s.: Co :-~s. 
wit!-1 :::.r_tic:..?atory preparations £or the Tet holidays u.'rlderway , began in a:l at::-.os ­
?here of :'. ela\:ive cal.i"'!'l. It began, however, with wnat to me wa5 an occasic:: o: 
g rea"t sig1:iii.cance, an occasion largely overlooked as so ma.;-i.y irnpo!·ta;:-,: deve : o:;. ­
r:i. ex:ts :'1.e:::e tend to be because of the concentration on the rr..:litary sit ua: ic:-.. 
.Ap?ea:-inJ as the nati.on 1s freely elected President beiore the fr-eely elec:ed 
legisla-:ive branch, President Thieu delivered his first State of tha lJ::.io'!'l rr.essc:.;e. 
It was a sober, positive, and constructive speech, wide-rangL--ig az:d ccm?re'hens:.,·e 
in sco?e, odlinbg plans to be:r:.efit the Vietnamese ?eople. He began by a reierer.c e 
ro the constitu:ior..al framework now in place and expressed the ho?e that the 
execmive and legislative branches can work eifectively tog ether to serve t!'le nat:.on. 
He ma:.cated hi~ plans to move quickly i.."1 establishing the other ir.stitut:o:-is called 
:or :..1 -~he cor..stitution, notably the judiciary, the inspectorate, and :he acivisory 
co-.:...""lc:is . But he noted that the democratic system cannot exist only th ::-o~g!-. ar. 
ex:e~nal :onr.; .th.at it demands fundamental chances in orga=iizatio::.1.s ar.C::. laws c.s 
wel~ as in polit.ical structures and habits; and he noted the importa~ce oi :::: e 
d.:veiopment of political parties. 

w·r::.le he mer..:ioned some oi the substantial achievements which had already nee:: 
a ::co:::?Eshec, fr. e main thrust of his speech looked to the future. Here :::e ccve :-ed 
cc-.::-: plans :or -.:he longer term ar..d short ra:ige priority programs on wbic:-. fr.e 
Jo·;er::-.::1. e?:t ;>ropes eC: to concentrate in the ne"'--t six to seven r:ior.ths. T ne,:; c:: :._1c luded 
~i.:c:ciai a:-.C. ad_-ninisi:rative reform, expansion of educational opportunities ; -:~ e 
;:!cvelv?me~t oi industry and agriculture; the stimulation of land reform, in the 
scc:.ai :ield, vigorous measures to improve the refugee situation; to ex_ua.zid pubEc 
:-. .;ait~: measures; to imp.rove the conditions of labor and measures and ir.c e:itives 
:o ~r:..."-J ::-:.e youth into the sexvice of the nation. To carry out these progra:ns, he 
? re se:::·.:eC. a budget oi 95 billion piasters which the Assembly is sc:-tedi.::ed ~o ta.!'e 
:.:? as ::ie :irs!: order of business when it resumes its session on .Februa=y 6 . It is 
a:...--:los: ce:=tain, however, that by nid-year the government will r.ave to subrr.it 
a s-...:?:)lementary budget since the amounts provided in its present submissio::i for 
::-...:: ::-..:.:itary e!"iort are inadequate. 
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r::~i~-._1 s~:· +:!ssed t11 c ~o.ct tl1at :11e Gcve1'"::1:ne:c.t of Vietnam is mer-el7 acti_""!g :0 cic:e~...c 
• • • • • d ££ • ' h ••LI 
:·~.;; .:; _ J.g;. :;1st ag~::.--;;ss1on c.r: !"C-a.1..1.;. rmc.::c.: e gcve1·:crr..e~... ·s acu:.e:::~~ce -:c t::E: 

~) :: i::c:.:)ies cs-cablisr:i.::cl by t!"le Mc:..niia St.:.Tnxnit C onference. Ir::-olic:.t in :i:~s -::iro rr re.::: 
• - " - .::::> 
;<.: - t. - • , .;,. ,.. - cl; •• n·· ~o~ o t ,.,,_.,, i ·over·ru . ,_..t. .: v · ;_. ,- L -- -~.t.·- :-._ ..._r-:- ; _ _-- - ·· '-'a.._!) •• ..., a.n ...n ... c ... ..._ .. - .._.__ -- 'mc:.. i. 0.1. ici...1.1a . :i ...o sy ... e- .::,•--er• •• ::. :v=----~--

'.:i...:10 :· ...: a n y ~1e;otia"ti0:1~ open. The cont::.·ast betwee::l Har.oi: s ~e~i-. cC.s G.::C: ::1a: :.: 
?~· 2. s .:.. ce:·!~ Thieu: s gov.;:-u.."T1cnt is very great and, I :r~o?e, instrt:.ci:ive to i::'"l.:: c:-:.t:c3 
o:· : !1:.s rc~ i:::-ie a.'!d o-..i:- eifo~·t :.n 5U??Ol"t of it. 

':'::..:: :::as:::iv e , cot.:n:1·ywH1e te!":-o:- :.s-t attacks on ::e..:.ters of ~cpulation w:-:ic::i ·::>e ga.:: 
::: t.1:.;; eady :nor::iTi.g :iou:rs. of Ja:.1.ua.;:-y 31 have been :t:.lly r e·s;o:rted. I will r.ct 
;rc:~r::~)t ~o duplicate ~his reporting he r e . It is obvious that they were. pre:::"'.:"'.ed:.tc.:eC. 
a;;:~ ~') ~ a:-..:1 ed well ill advance. It is equaily clear that they were ccorC.:.:-.c.teC: a.:r.c! 
c.:.:-;."e:at..;;:d with tl·. e rr:assive and open invas:.on in northe::.·n First Co~:ps °:Jy ?\orfr. 
V:.e~:.:arr..csa Forces . 

.:t :s evic.3m:, too, tl-.at the initi:il success of :he at1:c.cks was d-..ie :.u ?a:..·: :o tb: 
· t · · d ...o ..i... '°' 1· - c"' "'"' i... ' • ·CJ • • · • ­e;.er.:~:: o;; surp.:-1se C...l'l ~ ya"' c::. ~ ~c.a.t t .•ey were rr.aae m ~-agrant V!O !C.t:.:.::-. o: t.:-.e 

Tei: tr-.ice period whicn Hanoi as we~l as the Government of Viet:::iam ha.cl ?roc~::.i:-::e~ 
I tl:i:::ik it's .fair to say also that there was some failu re oi intelligence o::J. ou:- sic! e , 
ior a siz.::a~le r.u::noe::.· of G overrune!lt ci Vietnam troo?s and ma~y Gov..::-::i.:::-. e:::: -:: c: 
V:.et:~c.~ o!: :c:als were o:i leave. 

':::a: : !1.ese wi~e$?:-ead, concerted attacks will result in a 1':1.assi.ve mi:ita ry ciefec.:: 
:o: ;:l-:e e:1er,1y i.s evident in foe casualty figu~es re?orted Saturday mo::r-:.ng . F :.·c::-. 
o:Gv :). ;:;;.. Ja:1uary 29 , the beginning of Tet Truce period, tc mid..;,:.get, Fe~ r..::::.::-y 2 

• • • 12 7 Q ' • k •11 d d .., - - ' •r r rc:.c.::~ :.::c:r..g to our 11gures, , -: o.r the enerny were · 1 .e, an :;, ::;:o, :-:":.any c: w.-.o 
w:.ll ~ecorr.e prisoners of war, were detained; 1, 814 individual a::.J.d 545 c.:-ew- ser-..rec 
wea.?o;::.s we:-e captured. Ailied losses we::e 983 killed of whicl-l 318 we::e 'C . 5 . , 
, I - ' .h R . . . v· ,.__ - 4 h f ' . tl... . • n · .r ro o . ---!"my or t e • e?uouc 01 ie~.....~am, and _ ot er ree wori.v.; i~e r.:ir:-.::;e::- o:;: a __:ec 
wo~C.eC: \VG.s 3 , -!83 . D-:e:ny casuahies £or these iew clays a::.-e co!'.3 :.de::-;:;.·::>ly la::-g.:;:: 
-.::-,c...."":. .:o:?:' any ?rev:.ous r::o::1th of the war. Bas eci on the enemy casua:t:.es, I a;:;:->:cC 
Ger.e:·al VI est-:r.or~la~ci io :- an estL-nate oi ::h~ total numbe!" oi e:--.. e:1:1):- co::i:::l:: ~ed ar:ci. 
he ;a~d :;e thcu gtt i:hat this was prooably i.71 the neighborhood oi 36, 000. 

Tu.e::::.y :-:--.:::tc:.ry operatfr1.:1S i1ave bee~ well orches::::-ated with the:!" psyc'.:-:oiog:.c<:.l 

w:;,:-::i:·e . _.!i_s ym.: bow, for a conside::.·able period, both ~a:10 i and the :\atio:;,al 

L:.::..:::·ati0:1 ?:-on<: :'lave s1)read :::-.i..-nors tl:at :::iegotiations and a resul:ing co2Ei:io!l 

J c •.· e:-·:i:::-...... .:::-:~ w e.:-e i:-:i.m:.::ent after Tet. The iniere!lce, of course, was ci.ea:-: Ii 

p ~ac;;; i.s so ::ea:-, why go o:.i fighting a."ld getting killed? When the attacks ca::ne, 

i:~c :..:.::.e:-a::io::. ru..2:o called £or everybocy to rally to the ·revolutior., al!eged that :c-.c.: 

A:·~.y of:!':..;; .R-.=pu'::>l:.c oi Vietr_a!n troops had de:ected, and oi conrse cla::neC. g:-ec.-: 

vic :c:·ies, "C"_:.._3:..: :he 11 lI. S . bar.dits a.."'1d t'hei;.· lackeys had nev-'!r before bee:r:. d.:c.::: 

.:;::.:::-: st:..-.g i=_g ·::i~0ws . i; Liberc.tion radio a~so sp.:-ec;.d :h.: :-Uillor tl:at U . S. :o:.-ce;:; 

• ~: :;::- c cooperat :.::::g wit:-. Viet Co~g at:acks :..-ri o :-cie::- :opt:~ g:-eu.ter press-.::· ~ c:: ::-:~ 
G0·ie:-::ir.:e::::rr: 0£ V:.d-:.·.am to agl"ee to a coa~:.::or. gcver::rnei:t; a:id :-lanoi :·:..c:..J a:-.::c--.:::.::.. 
·..:-r. ,:= :v:-!l-:.a~:oT. oi a 11 :;:°rO~!t Of :12.tio:ial, dc:::-::ocrat:c, ar.C!, peace allia11ce 11 
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C~v~- ·.:h~ foe<.: thu.: the enemy has su:iercd massive military defeat, the ~1..:.e:::t:.c:i 
::. ~·:::: -...:> \;.·(·.ether he b:ls se.:::urcc :n S?ite cf it a psyc:10logicd victory; whct1-.e:r 
)C!:)"J~..;s trust in -~n0 invi!1c:bil:ty oi fae aEied !'orces h;;.s beer. :;;hat:e::-ec; w::.e:t!:e:­
:~:.~· :.· co11.J.:.cic:1ce in the aoiHty oi !:he Govc:!"nr.-li:::it cf Viebam to provide ::;r::cu::it :r 
-'<"-~ .;eel"! 50.c;..k.::i"!; o:- wi1.ether o:i. th.:; ot!1e::.· hand Viet Co.c.g pe:::iidy ir. :la;::-e:.:::: 
v:oi.c::.:;'..on ;:,{ t he t:·uce ch:!'i:r.g the tru.c!iti0nai T·et ~oiiday , their ..:se of pa-;;cC.as, 
i. • ct ·a , . i ... · · L.. • • • •.. osp'.::.:..is, an res;. en~rn. a l.· eas as sc:nc ..~anes ana i:cc1r ter:::o!"1st tac·.:cs ~•a·1 e 
- .. .. -- ; - - :-d1· rr-iat: C"" ::::-. a' "eS e"""'~ :-;.,.-:. t ,,,,, il e ou~ :r ~O '"'~ ~ ·: 0"' - 1, .. '·~ ~ ~ ~c: ....... ­.::.. G~l::; ec ?.::opl\O'.S .u ::::... .. •• a.. - ........~ • 1v .,_ ... -- r ........ ~ ... c:.i. "'··-- _J --~­L 

er. t~·. e r c :..ction cf t·-..e Vi.e~~a!':1.csc, espec:.ally in the ?roviJ1c.::s, is .;ke:::.":-~y, i~ 

se.:!::1:: a::pc. r~nt tbat cct1: !'ead:io:).s have occu1·red. Bu: it alsv see!T.leC ::c a:: c: 
·.ls '::.::::-e -c::ai; :.:: t:-.e Gov er:..in;.e:n-.: oi Vi.:tna;n would ::ake ?:::or:ip1: actio::, i: -::-.:~:..: ·:;c~:: 

_;iv e cvicci::Cc of s;;:::ong leade::.·ship, would ca.11 in ail ele:-r-..::i::s in zu?pc:·-.: o-f. :::.:: 
.~.:iv..:;:·:-_r.;.e::::, then what ~i~ht have tun:ed out to be a pyr::hic victo::-y :o:c ::-.c 
Cove::.·:.-:.::-.e:::.t o: Viebam and its aliies could be turned into a ?Syc!:o:og:.cal v :.c::c:-y 
as w.::!.l. 

·- is £.:. "!" ::.:::.s reason, as I have repo!"tec!, that I saw Thieu T:~'l.4rsd~y mo:::i:::; 2.:-.c 
t~Le :-i:.m ::::c.t ,;: thought this was fri.e psycb.ological moment io:..· :;im to d;:;..'":".o:::s;;:-a::..: 
h~s :-:ade rshi? a.1d :o galva::iize the nation by a statem.:::it whicn wot.:ld cors:::-c·~:H: 
a C:.ec 13.r.:.:::.o::i of nat:.onal w1ity . I said it would not only reas .sure t::e c:vi: ~o;>'.::~::c 
es?ec:.al:y in the: prov:ncial Cente1·.s, but could also be a positive decla.:: a :::.c :-. :o 
g iv.: liie :;.::-.d meG..i""linJ "l:o the :!:1:ai::: programs. and priorities he ~ad S?ei:c::C:. c·...::: :::. :::.~ 

Stat~ of t:1e u:::-..ion :nessa~e . I suggest.:d fo at he might wa~~ to ~e.:t wi:::: lea.c.;:;!'s 
oi oc::~ h.o·.lse s o::. the As.semoly o.nd ?erhaps !:ave them assoc:ate foemse:•.'es ,v:.t:-. 
his C~clt::.::atio~ a:id i:ite..~tions. ! thi:lk T:-.ieu was Unpressed with t~.e a.=g·...:.;~.c...~-:5 

:c~ ::c.:.:i:.:ci advar...::a;;e of the present situat:.on to ::-::.obilize greater popuia:: st:::?o::: . 
'I':. .= ~~x:: :-::-:o:::!!ing, he held a meetbg of the National Securi-:y Council a:r::.d. i::ch:C'.ed 
-=!-!.e ?::es i.C.e::lts oi bor:h Houses of the Assembiy to lay out an action pla:i o: re:ie.: 
o:.;.d reccve;:y io r the civil population. b the afterncou, he :-ecorde<i a speed;, :c 
: ne ::.z.tio:1 w:-.ich was deiivered on TV and radio the same evenU:g. 

As : :~av~ ::-e::_:;o!'-ced, at a meeti.--ig of the mission council yeste:-cay :no:-:::..--:~ , .....-e 
a :;:.·ee t t::a:: it wouid be usefi.:l to p::-opose to Thieu that a joint t ask :o::ce ~"= :o::.-~:eC., 
r:::?o:.·t:.i:g ·;o i.~iln , that could add.ress its elf to problems ac:::oss the boa::-c :r. :S ::.'.. ;0z: 
a:-:..::. t:-.e ·)ro0~---ic:.a~ ce-::r:e!"s a.ff ected ov the Viet Con(! attacks·, a:id t'!:at r..:: r.-.:~:-.: w a:-_t- ~ ­-
;;.J c.:;:::sEe:· C..:legatmg supervision ::o Vice Presicient !<y. On '~h e Gove_·r..~e!'.t ci 
v:.eb.::.x .;; :.ce, :::.:: ap?ropriate ML.'l:stries codd be in3t ::-ucted by d:e Pr:::-:'le >.~:..!:.::;:.::: 

a::..d -~~r~bc:.s 3a.C.or .Komer would serve for t he U . S. as his oppos:te r..'l:re::ier . Ge.-:era: 
·.\'e:;;::::J.c:.·e:a::d and I, therefore , saw Thieu and ?IO?Osed that ,~.; e joi..-it:y set U? .51.!c':-. 
.:. ::a.::.:~ _.-nc.:: . We \Ve.""1:: into ;:;onsiderable deta'..i with him regarc:F ,... g t he scc?c oi 
:-:-:.ca.s1.~r..::;:,, w!-.ich could ·oe tal<e.J. to ti.:.rn fr.e psychological s :.tuation aro-.::-.ci a:lc to ga:.: 
t'"::e :;...ec?:.e: s pari:icipat~o!! and SU??O::.-t ; ar.ci said that with t~:e res.:it:rce::; ·.ve co:;-_ :1.ac 
we. =:I:cti :C. ~e abie to demonstrate ~uickiy :}:at ::he gover::::ne:d was on tO? o: ;;~::e 

s1·.:-...::.:. :m:. Th:eu reacred favo rably to ou1· su~gesrion and ag ::eed t'!:a: Wi! \vou :C:. ~== :::· 

..::::.:: "'-.::x-~ :~orning (Saturday) to go ir.to t~e matter in greater cctaii. Ger;..::-d W.:: ~t­

:::o:-.::~a::-.ci, Bob Komer, a."'lc other membe::.-s of th~ :::r.i.ssion counc:l anci I ::-:el: w'...:::; 
? :i:;si.ci.e:: ..: T~ieu and his colleagues Sat-..u·day mornbg. With him wer.:? v:..:::e 
? ::.·.:;s:.de:-.: Ky, P:-i:ne :NEr..ister. Loe, Sec :: e i:ary Gen e::.-c.1 Nguy<!n Van F.·.:o~~:;, Do.:: ~:-.:.-.: 
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... . ~ . -
:'l..i.:.=:.s-c~:: Vi, Foreign Yi..:.::.istex Do, CJ-.i;;:;i of the Joint General Stai: ViE:.:-_, ?-1:in iste:: 
o: fo·.:-:!ri0:: Vien, M:.niste;r to the Pri:.-:ie !vlin:st~r Cang, Director Gen(;::<-~ :c:: 
I.:-:.fr,:·;_-:a~:.o:-_ LiJu1, B::'..gadier General Thu::g (Army of the Repu'!::llic cf V:'..i::r:::a:~ 

~ol. Y.lc.r :::>epa.:tm;:!'.!:t). TniC!t:; 0pencci tl".e meeting oy sayi11g t~at ~":-. ey :~ac:. cc:-_­
s:C.e.i.· ~ ci -;;he proposa:s we h:=.d made t!H! C.;iy before, outlining what IJ'::'<=!=-<=-:-c.tio;:s ::;e 
C·~v-~:·::r.~cni: nf Vie-.:::a~ ~.ad be~Y'.. n:al<~g 1 ag=ceC.: tl:ut a. jo:..~t task :c!9ce s·:-:o~~c. ·~e 

s e!: ::.? w"::ich wcc::._ci :..·epc:?:'!: to hi~-, aY.d '-=:-~.::1: Vice PrcsiC.e:-_t Ky '.vcu.:d s C!"'re c...;; :'.-.e 
s-..::::i.c:·v:.s ~6 :1cacl io:· tl-:c Goverr.:-::lc:r.1: o: Viet:::a:n. Over•::. 6~;.t, G e:r~e:1·a: '.'T .::s~~o= :=2.c:. 
!:aci ;--_c:d ot::· se.:;gcsticr. s put U:i:o ciiag!"arr:.:rr.at:c fo :::-..1 ard ~<:.ce an exce:b:~: ?:Oese:::: 
tio:r_ t0 ~}:-: P:-esiC.e::t anci. }1is coEea.gues. Wi.th no ~esitat:ion at all, it -_,,.a.s G.<£ !"c :ci 
ti:-.:;.:.: we 3:-.au:ci :;roca~d :_"""11..."'!'lediataly, the mec-:::.ng we:..s, adjour ::ied., a::.~~<..:!, Eo":: Xe:-:: 

a::C. 5orr..e of the:::- a:3scc:.a-.:es w.:;r_t i:O Ky's c:iic~ to begir_ work o.r:. ~s;;a";:;::.s:-_::-.1 :::e 
c_·;a.~~lza:::or:. Cr:e b~er~st :.::g ~hL-ig \Ve obs.erved ..;;as tl1e :ac1: th~t c~1 :::e C:c-.'e::-:-:.:-::c 

c: V:.et.>:ac:-1 side t:-.e ;Jl"OU? i_-:.ciuded 501"1.<; who ti:itii ~OW '.1a.d sca:cely ;;,c(;::: G!! 5?e G.:·:: 

:.:.:l·::-.s, b·..::: "1Cw szem to be working closeiy together. This is , at : e:a.st, a :-.G?!:: i.:;_ 
.3:g::r: . Ti-.ieu ~o:::rr:.:=cl me also thd ';)oth Haus es of tl:e Asscmoly wc..1.:.ld cc:;Ye!'"_e as 
~our... as i~en--:Ce.:·s co\1ld get L-ito Saigon fro:n ~l:e province . 

.-\.s oi t11e mome;:t, t!'-iere is stili cleanin6 up to be done in Saigcr: a~...d e~sev~;!:.ere ·­
Eu.c: ;::.nd i..r:. sorr.e of the Delta p rovincia l capitais . Ge:leral Loan est:r:ic..tes foe.: 
·.:°:;. e ::e ar.2: s:::ll eig~t Viet Gong Compani .::s in Saigon on tnc edges cf the 7t:'i a.::c: 
8t:·_ d:;jt:·:cts, va:::y::t1g in st::::-engt:1 from 30 to 130 each . He believes &.a-c '.:.e :r.. a.y ;)e 
:..olc :o eli:r..:i..-ic.te ::iese by )/£.o:::-.da.y or T1:.esday of :;ext week. B'.lt Ge:le1.·al Cao Ve:.::. 
"I:e:: ~e::eves t!la;: foe ener:-iy has t..'1.e s t ::-engfa to stage a seccnG. wc..v-e a.r-:ac~ o~ 
Sc:.:.;o::: t::at :he e~e:r::.:11-.:s oi the Sti:, 7th, a.TJ.d 9th Viet Cong Divisior. s s:::.:i .:oi.::c ce 
Cv~-:Tlirted to SV.C:._ c..n a-c:ack. ln the ::nea:1ti!"r:e, the Cil.:-few bd oee.."'l :::'.:e:c :.:-c:::: 
030C to 1400 ::ours . People a .:-- e ::noving around, tr..:cks a..Z"e '::>e::ig sent:.:. so::-_e 
cis<::::.cts of S::.:.;;o:r: :o sell rice, po!"k , b::ead, and :'.roze!l chic!(er.. :c. t~ e ?cC?le, c..::..:. 
-.:::e ~,1!.i:iis-'.::.."y o: Soci<:.l Welfare is making stren'.lous effo!""ts to p rov-:dc ::ood a:-?.c 
s::c~t~!· to vici:i:..'-::ls of the fightxg in the city. People have been aC.v:se:G o: ?C~1~s 
:.!": ~':~ c :.ty whe::.-e tl:cy ca~ find food anci shelter. Ar-oth e r ..::icot:rag!;:;.g :a=:o:- :..3 ::-.c..: 

G :.-· ··- ' - o- "" - "'"'er-- ""h--'- "-:...~ po 1 !c~ are. ·rett1·-. rr ,_.,--y -ele....;..C,.." --iic -"r-....., ..,. - .--·­- ....... c::-_c._.....,,; o. ...... -\.,,;..:-" -""'.:> ""·~ ~..._...__ ....._!. ~ ""' 6 ~ .o..L::> ~ - ~C::.• . \.. ;;!· .. ...... c; '"-"~•.;.. ...,, --'-'-·• ~;.;u::'-C 


a:<:::.·-.::::ig -c::-ie:-:'. :o locz.tions whe::e v:.e:t C ong are holed up, a good :i-.dic~:c:.c.:: t:-.at 
;:Z':.:;::.· c hc:s '.)~en :'lo "?opu~ar uprising" in support of the V: ct Co::-_g . 

C::-= ::::-t....::·.=.~ly cor:.siders what the motives ancl :;>U!"?ose:s of =-:anoi a:;.ci the ? =or.i: ~a.ve 
~.;:;.:=!""- :.!: stagi:.J.g :hese massive ai:.ta.cks a.r..ci ap?arer.tiy prer:ia:?:i::-ig :rw:n er-.t~:·i !.y to 
!~u:J.c:'1 \!X::re~c!y heavy ones :.n >!"0:1:1:.:::.·:1 First Corps. W ..:::-e ~::e:y ?:" t!_? a:-e:::::.~o s·..:::~: 

:::_~,;;e ::· e::ne!1dous casua.lt:.es in 01·der tc gain a psydrnlogical a:"ci ?rv?agar. .:.a V:.c::o:·· 
-=:-::.'!::e a:.:e sorne evicl.!nc.:s :hat -::hey ::nigl:;; actual !y have had som.e t:xp..;c-cc.-c:.:..::.s o: 
-- ·-···-,. -,--; -m· ('fc;: a.,.,..J"1·""" ---,,'{ c::: -e ""'ne'7 - ,.e pui--11 ~ y- c 1'.'),......,:.,.,cr t-..,,, ... ~1- ,.,, .,, :..- -~-· c_,.....; __ .... _~- "4!J.a,,._-::> ,::;-"' - l... - 0.- ~.':» L. J c;.,,. e.14 - L '"*l. .J. -~U .. .:::> ...-Lo ... ...-" \'.:_,~_ ._.:.,.\ C: 

c.:c·..::..·;.· c:a. The 3ri1:isn ambas.saC:.or, w110 has baa. n:mcn As"!~:l e:-=?e!""icr-ce , re::--_::!.:.· ~·~c 

·.:.~:c:.:.: ~·.1e Vi~t Cong, nav~g ~nae~ :::ese clai:ns, will su!iar, in _-l.sic:.::: ey~s, ave:-:: 
s ~:::.;)·..is C.~.:;a~ ii they prov~ to =:,.;: nc~ t!""Ue . Had t hey pian_~ed ti:ese af.:e:::l..:cs :10-;:::: g 
-:o ?'\.:: ~·~~~:-r'"3el\res :.:i a st1·o~g ?G5i::icn to e?:l::er negotiaf3..ons, b.o?ir..~ to fc1·ce a 
c::::~ ~.:.: :o:·_ ~cvar~:Lle!'l: "-:Jy O.e!-:--_o::st:-a::ng -.:hzi.: the ){.atiol!a..~ L:oeratio?: !i°'!"cnr: co::1--:: :::.::c. 
·.:: . .:; ~.;:;yz._·;·y o~ the S01:.:h Viet~c.:r..~se peo?:e ar.d X'\..!.st have a :r-~jor voice !n a::y pcac.. 

; ~-.:·.:. ., .;.;r-~~1:: ; CC!1.V.:; ::- sely hcp:::lg to c:~r-'10":1S'::rc;.te that t1:e Go-.-el·::.-ncnt of v:.et..-..a~ :.s <'.' 

-,; ,.:&:_,: p-..:??C: gove:::::nent a..:i:.d C~r. oe ig:-_o:·ec? 
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' ·· :" -- - ·,- '")<il''- oi c=.. lori " - Vfinte::-Snrin•: offe"lsive- which wouid e!'lcieo.vor i:C .....,,, - wi •• - 1 .. •,::,: ·..::·· - ... -=> 


..::..:~ :- : :.res31.-~e :o the ~xt.:rn: of the e:iemy:s caoabilities at ' east u.~i:il ot:::- elec:ior.
. . 
~-. C!) :...:.,; ii :,:-Jo;;siOl~ :o ::;core some major victory, but in any case t:o ir.::lict ':'. eav·/ 
c :!.:;:.:a:::e.,; oa .)~i· t1·oops i!: t::'"le e:-..-pecta!:ion t:hat they rught creai:e acive;;s i2: ?Sydwl 
c.:: ~ :-~;:c::oi1s in ::::e V'n:teC. S:z..;es and thus a c hance in pol icy? 

i .;..::~ :::c::...:,::d to the icr:-:T:~:· -:hco~..y... It s e~!ns to me that ....:h~ pr:.rr_~yy ?t:.!"?C~-:; c: 
::::~ :: :i~:;.·t::. .::-.:.. ::!._. O:?-=~· ation was p:-oba.b:y psy.:::holog:.cal rat!'ler fr.a::L :n:.! :.ta:-y , f::at 
:.:: we.:.. dc:::,;~-. .-:d to put Hanoi a::i.c th.:;: .?;;or..: i ::: a strong position ic!" :-~ e~c:io:::.::.c::s J ; 

C.~:::c::st:·.;:.:ing the sti: eng~:-:. oi the Viet Cong while shakir.g :he fai:".-:i. oi i::.e pe09:e 
~.... .S.:.;:.-:h. Viet~am in the acility of th~i:: own g overn::nent a.."'ld t!-_e U. S. to :n(,t.~c: 
:.:-..o:::. T:1i:s ,J.i·oulci. be co:"..sistent with the d.e~e:-mination o~ their na1·t :o :) :· .:;ss ·~o\Y 

"Je::=.c-:: ;;aJ.:.,s. 

~-.::.y :c::.l:< \-:.;i::i :1:.w to.:ia.y, Thieu expresseci. so:"'.:lewi;.at sim:hr v:.ev;s . 
-~:-.2:: -~.::l10:. ::::::-..i the F ror_t a.:· a ti::.--ed a:r:d woulci !i..1<.e to get :.n1:0 r-<::gotia:io::--.s, :1-:c.: 1.~::-.i 
- ·- '"" : .. -"'\• ··~.,. :...., .., ber-n s---c.-;ly dimir : .shin" f-·t· "'V c;.-:~1 "-''e - :... e c -:::·"'-·o:i:-.. -,- .,...,..o···- ­--· o.J~- _• ..J ,y.....,. _ . 1...i.;:' """.:. .... cc.. ... ---- 0 , .... \::.., -~~!. _._G. ""•- -;-'G. --•~ j ~v ..... --~ 

O?e:.-~::or. s .sac!1 as the rec~nt one anci the curre::'li: invasion o:. t:r.e ::::.rst C0:·;;s . 

~~:.;y .::.. _ e, the!"~fore, wii..!ir.g to ma:'-e a maj or ef:ort anc! :o take }-.eavy :os s .:s :_-: 

:::..e :'lc·?e ::>: gai:i:!i=?-g er.ough advc..ntage, especially psychoi.ogical , bofa he~e a:-:.ci 

a"':::.:caC: ,. to ?t:"'.: ::n'er::selves i..""l a strong bargaining position o.t :t-.. e ta::ile. :2c.i:.:.:.:g ir. 

tl-::.s, -: :-ii:::t: !::eliev.::s that :hey will er.C.eavo r to keep on as :n·.J.cr~ p::-esst:.:-e as :::.;;y 

ca.1;. cl....:~· ir.J :~e Si.!!-:"'~""!'le r :.:i the nope that '.:hey ca:::i. at least g:.ve t:1 e im?!"<:::ssion c:. a 

:r::ilit<=-!'y s~c.. ~e:;iate, so as to r.<a.intai..11. thcr.J.selves ir.. a si:rong ba.!'gai:.ing ?Cs it7.o:: . 

We a:-e se!lC.:X.g "i:-! a m ore detailed, thougn p:relin1ina!"y, disc"t:ssicn ar..c .:s-;i::-:at:~ 


of our v:ews oi t!!c er.emy1 s pur,?oses. 


P::og::2ss .:::ontir.ues i:o be n-1ade at cleaning u;i the situation, thoug!-. as 2: ~-...._e::lt:..;):!i:::c 


accvc, fr.e :-e is a ?Ossibility of a secor.d wave attempt by :~e e:ie:r.y. Ge:-: ei·~ : 


V/ -::st:-.:orc~ar..<! reported "'.:hat the ene:!'ly has not yet comr.1itte C: his 7t'.:1 Divis'..o:-~ · ­

t:::e -:!::rd Co~-::>s a~ea. . I:!. the ::r.ea.nt:.me; enerr:y casualt:.es co~-::.-~ue to ~ct.:. :-.4;. -~: 


o :: :1::~ rr.o:·::l:::t_;; , February 4, our r-e?or-::s are t=:at to :-:lic!;--:ight .? e~:::-.:ary 3, ~:-.e 


.:;:r..2~7 had .s~:"::ereG. about 15, 000 killed, app1·oxirri.ately 4, 000 d etabees, wit:;. 

3 , GC: :...•civi~:•.:al and ;::rew- served weapons can:-.i-::ed. Gene!·ai We.str.no~· e~2::C. :s 


- 4 

~~,·::::J an a t:.:i:.t a~d S?Ct checks made oi the country and believes t:::at t:-. e s.; .::;·..:.re 
arc ..:.::..1se:.:va-.:ive. T~'10y are substantiated to sor:-:.e e."'Ctent by the hig!: cc•:.::lt o: 
\.ve:;.::ic~s C3.?".:·..::·ec2 . 0:;-. ot.::;.· !;;icie, cas~al::ie s f o:;: the sa1ne period a::1oun:.::c :o ! , l l 
c:· w:::.cn "C'. S. were 367, .A1·-.ny of the Republ:c of Viet..··ia1n 738, a;;C. i re~ \V0:- 1.C. 
::.::.::.·c.::s 13. . :::X.e~y losses ior the p:· evio-..:s i.ive days have bee~ a?p .rox~a::eiy 3C 
?c:·c ;:;:-.:: g:::.·ca:e r :~~:i. the highest casualties ;1e h as sU.:fered i ::l any n:o!'li::-:. of t :1.= 
'.Ve.:: ::c. c.~::e. E e has th.:is rnet with an e::...1:1·e::1.ely heavy military s etbac:;:. 

s::1ce : be:;a11 d : ::i:a-.::ng t:l-: '..s sect:on yeste r day, ra?:d progress :-_as oe~:: :::~C.e i..-: tl 
..;~z.:: :.: ::::::-:-..:;::: o:: t:he jc~:t tr..sl< :orce. A: tl-.e :neetir-g p:·esideC. OV<!r oy :~y, w:::.::::-: 
..:~ . :.::.\~:ed o:ir jo:nt rr..eei:i::g \Vit!"l Thie'-1 , r c?c1·t e c! ea:lier, rapici z.g:-ee::::.:::-.:: \\"2.S re< 
c::: ::::.= se·;·...:_') cf t!l\:! org~::--.iza.tic::i . Ky will l:ead it -..i-::i \vith '±e P:·:.~-= ~E::-.:.s:.::: ::· a.?".c 
.3;:,:, ::::~:-:-.e:- a:: ::he ?oEcy level. Ge.Tle~:al T::ar..g an~ General Fo;:sy·.:1-.e w::2. ac: a.s : 
.:.·~ -=-·;::::~; :-.eads . T::e :5u":Jlic :mage \Vill be t:-..at oi a Vi etna:-:iese c r gan:::.::.:::o::, -·· ­

. rnvtCE SET 


http:casualt:.es
http:r.ea.nt:.me
http:r.<a.intai..11
http:so:"'.:lewi;.at


'--• 

... .... ~--- -t"T"I' - 6­
cs • ­

w~ '.v:.:1 ·::z..v~ O?!.JOsite r,.u!::.oers a·;: every level. In c:fect , t:1e Vi.etna~esE: ?cO?le 
• .. 1 1 ... f O"r T·1'Y'C~.: ."" .1"' 1 - ...1.:i "r,..,- ..,,;za··:o-a·i· -,·r"!' rt l'!lc._...;rn c:- ,_,.,.1. -1,.,,.->y . ...,:~1::~vc ;:lCC...:?::cc:. a,,.,. v ... _, •• •.i.v• .... _ <-• '- v .::;""!... - . .. .:. " ::"-6.::o..;~ .......... ~ .J-..1. '- •· '-" w-• 

J~ ~;.;..~ L~ .::.·:J!.:i: anC: ·..v~ in ~:1~ bacl'~ :·o~'ii"'ld. Oac!-c- stcppiug anci _:;u.??Ot::_~g v1hic!1 :.s 
~.s ::c .:;hc-..~ld ".:>.::! . It was <lg:rced !:hu.t dai~y break.:ast :r-.e.ct:.n~s ·.vill be :::.:!lci to r.;v'..C;w 
~..:l~...:: s:.!.-uat~v1: .:i:-.d to !11.al\:e necessc..:."y ?12:.15 , BoO l<or::~r ~c.;pu?ts :1~.:.t the f::·st 
:::...a~;;i:1g \Vt..s held t:iis mor:::iing (S"l!.'::day) c:.nd :hat Tnan~ ru:.:I JI'orsytl:e nave a::::-caci.; 
.;;c:1.:: ::,to ;;...:::io:r!. Tv.-·o 601.:sancl Eve !1--.:::C.::ed cacire a!:'e to oe brc"\,;g!:: ::err; Vi.:..--:.;] ':'::. 
:o ~:~:-, ,.,,.::::1 cnera-.::ons in t:ie Sa:bo::-! ar~a . Kv.. is to go on TV tm:.:g::t ::- :::-:!--:.a::-. t:-_~. ~ . . . . .._, c . 'T~· "' '' l ., • . . . orgc.:::.zc..:!c.11 a1:c. w.r.:it dl.:! · ove:;une:::1t 01 v ie:na::-J., ttl ::.· oug.. :.t, w;,1 c.o :o ?:-cv:.c.c 

pro:m.:_:>i: .:: ~u(;:: :o i:he civilia.r.. popula·..:ion G.!ld to get t~e co-..:.~~ry bac:-: to ::o::..-::-:.;:.: a$ 


quickly u. s r:.o.ssi..). ~. 


s . 


:.. .e~:~c·~-C.~d \vit:"1"·grea:'~ coura6e, caL.vi-.nes s,. dc".fO-Zio:i, anci ci.et e:!.·~ir..at:o~. . 'I~ cy.. :...a.'tC 
·-·---··,.d io~-Y 110··--c:: -:ind oe--=o-~'-e:·-= .::..:.·: ~·· •- -7 •• ,; ::.v.... -··s-=-.~ -- . ._..s "': 1· :....,.,.1 ./ - -..::'f\V...-.-'-\:: - -- .::> .. \..i.• .... - • -- ._ .... - \-.~.i..-'-"-Ll.. _ _._ _ \:;. - ... C.i..- t..--•-o -G....>. "' '-"-•--·..::;.-. C---"­

-1.. -:.,,_··r·u~· .• , •.;.;.<, n:.,·e·· a word of ccr.-:·-.· -,:-.-·- 'T'-..., ,.ourrt.. 7"\.,e c,.,. ...- .• y _.._e·· ·-_,v.,. -....=-e­'--•\;O.c_ - -Y '*"-""-- --t= - - ··;"J..c:....___...... -·-- ;:,..:..t .......... v"--""- , ""--· J __ c:;;. c ...11.::; ..... 


e::;:.03~d to g:-.::at dangers and :'1.c;.zarC.s anc ::ave :::1et ever:y c:.z.E.:::'!!ge :.::c.~:..:2s:~­

a..~ci \Vith. a :a:.gh s <;:1.se 0£ duty. Tiley C.es e:::ve well of t heir cc1.:.:rr~::.·y:-:-...:::: G.:;.c :;: c.:::-::: 

:::u-::c:tseiy ?ro·..ld ar..d numble to have fr. e ?:..-:.vilc::ge o: beb£ c.t tr.e !-.eac c: ~-..:c:-: c. 

B. Pol:t:ca:. 

A5 : ~:e:Jor:eci in t."ie General section, a::::cr the initial stuz-~:.ng ~-i-c':lc.c: C.!. fr,"' 

Vic~ Cc~6 ai:::?.c}c o::i t~'1a cities }1ad passed, Viat~a~esc lec..C~:-s ai; !e;as:: :~e:-e · ­

Sa.:;..:.::: ~~;-a:.:-. to sr_ow 3. ::lOSi.: .:::::1ccu:..-agi::5 wi.ll:.1fF'".ess to close :::-a~·:s c.::C: w0::::· 

togei::1e.;.·. ':'he Asse~oly L."'l :?art:cc:lar :::a.£ ::allied to tl:e gover:-..:-:::.:;:.:n: :..:: a:-.. e:::-.~c::.v< 


w:;:,y. ~he c?:-.ai::::ne~ ci 'both E ous.::s issu~c a co~..1-::1Uniq·..:e or.".:!!~ ?:":o:::::-.:.-:.; ~= 


?eb::.--:a::.7 3 w}1ich denou::-.ccd the 11·cea6c1·m1s sc!:er.:'le oi -i:!-.c v:.et C.)n~, \Vl-.o :J::o~os 


c:. 2 even ciay ceas c fire in o:rce~: ·i:o <:ake .J.dvant;;.g e c: ·;ha: C?po:..·t1.::"'. :.::y -.:o ca!":-v· o·..:: 

a ?~· ~d .;/::.::rrr.. i:led rr:ili~ary !?lc:..n11 

• T he staten:e~:t: we::: o:-; to sc.y tl:a:: t!-:..; Asse~~l:r 


i:;; 1 · coo?e~at:._ii.g closely wi'.:~1 the cxect:'.::.ve to car~y otri: e-:=ec:iYe .1:e<:.E::.:-es a:.:::c:c! 

c;..~ r::;sto:-:...--:g security ar.d ordc.?: 11 

, a:-.d cai.led. a:!. the peopie '.:o sup?c:-t -.:2.:e govcr::::::.: 


Zc.::.· !:.er, o;:. February 2 , the Senz.te Na-.:ionai ue:fe..1se Cor:l~i~~ee :.ssueci a :-esci::.,;,::c 
ca:l:...J.g o:: fae goverr.:nen-'c to s"trid::}.y 2..p?iY t:-ie 2~- hour cur.:ew a::ci use ail :::ecessa: 
:r..z~::s ~o :·esto re se:c-.::-:ty . Tl:e Lowe:· :~o-.:.s-! ine:: F eb::t:c:.:::y 3, bt:: :oo~' ::o ac:::.o!: 
~cc.~:.:..s c ~r.ey did not have a q'.ioru:n, rr:<lr.y deputies st:ll oeing in :he ?:-ov:r.c..:s 
w~:e::r; -.:he:y haci. .;one :or -:~e: T et hoiid::iy . Unc~r fr.e r;.:.les, t:ie Hc;.:.se ~T.ay :c.:,e 
c.c::.c.:1 w::·.10'1:: a qt:or-..1:.-r. o:i the seco::ci such day, ar..d ~he Lowe:· :-:o..::e is '...!: ia.c-.: 
::::-. ..::~:;:.~; agz.'X. <:h :. s aite!:'noon. They a:-e eX?ected to issue a sta.i:'e::-:er.:;: c : s:;.::)::;o:-: 
: o ::- -::: c ~v·J':: l;.·1:rr...e:..1.t. 

- -,....-, -- ,, _____ 

SERVllJESET 

http:Hc;.:.se
http:Zc.::.�!:.er
http:cxect:'.::.ve
http:stuz-~:.ng


..,... . ,........ - ,-. -.­
::~c. :. viC.-.~al ~a~ ls Ia'.:Ol'S a.:: d O iJ:i...'1.lC:• leader s have also v oicec to us ·::heir ce.~:.:·e \:0 

:}~-c:~ :~:~ .;o,~e:·1L--i1c~~ c..uci ;et t}.. \,.~ sit-..ia.tio11. ~1ere t)ack to normal. For~e.~: Jc.:~1.:.::1 

.?·:.:::..·.::. ~; :· ar.ci lco.cii:--~ ?Olitica.l Egu:i:e ':'ran Van Tuycn told a:'l Er.-1b<.i.ss1 o.:::~cc: 
· · ..::s:::> :·~a·..• -:::hz.x ::e ;:i:::d :na:1v oi l1is =:...:n-co ;.:t..::rs arc mos: a11xious to t<::. ~~~ -:..:...:: ·- '° ...... 
<I - ." " - - ---- J 

~·::c _::: ::o !'" .J.3·~c:.. ~ :~4lc s:t:\.1~-::cn . ~-e compia.ined t.~ at tt.. e govc1·:::~-E:~-'t \'!"la £ ::.-=~ ~.:.~::~...;: 

~:..~ ~ :c~d i::. ~r:~ob:.:i~i...'"': ; t11osc:. wb.:> a ::e 01.~:ts:Ce o:f:.c:al :-a~J<s but '.v-:-.. o :--_e..ier::-; ~:es=: 
1\\·a:..::: ro 11 .;~:·t~gg:!.c: ~gai:"'.st L:~:c ~-;:~:-::..y . I 1-i.. ope t1:~:: ~1-iis 1<:.:ic o~ S?ir-:t '-~· i~~ ~~· ~::--:---:... ~ 

- ·· · ~-.: - ··.J .+..: ·--~~-.,. - ,~.,,,....o--" - o ti.,,,. •7o~ ·- " '"'n'......,cnt:s -..., ea ' .-: ' '~ :_r_.,..,.. ~. .,,...· , c... ...; .-. \.4'--- c:.--~ ~--- ~'- ... "'-" c; .J. -- ~.1 · --=>t.,.; t. -.-.C v v v .. ~ .. .. ~ "- c:..:-'p !. _') ... flC - :J --V•·• .,.-:.._..,.... 

c:.~is ..;::.~ y=::--:.:;:1 t:i:~ l:o..5:": :01·ce operr..tio:..1 c~nt~!" is se~ uu. We wil~ ce:-tai :i iy be 

·=>..e ::..·2 :.s, 0£ c m:~s ~ , a good deal oi cr:i:~c:s::n of t~1 e Jcve:·r:.:-.:_r:;r-t c..s -.ve:: . Ser.ato~ 

:\-::;y ....:: Va= :.'{~ n.i, :fo:· e~,:z.:r.?ie, told. a:i. r.:nbassy oCi.ce.:.· en the rri.o:cn::~ ~ c: 
?.;;;i:.:·":.ar-1 2 t"!·.a-.: t:-i.e a~~ad· ! 

1weakness ar.:..G. ine:fe ct:.ve::cs £; : :s c~~c..:-ly :-evealed the 
c: ::::e go\· e r:n-:.'le:..:.t sec...::·:..tj· Z:.??ara:cus . Ee went on to speak o: a possib~e vcti: c: 
:-_c-..::c:::::C..;::ce in the .;ove:-:i:r:-:.er.t '.:iecu.;.:s e of :ts iailur e to proted: '.:r..~ ?c.::-·,::c.t :.c.:;.. 
-~- "t ;;!:.. .:= sa:--::e time, l:oweve ::: , Ng<l:. oos.;rvcd ·.:1:.at the? eople Were Oi.!i::::age•.:. ::.y ::·. e 
V:..;t C on g use of :he Tet holiciay a::d :.tis U? to the govc:::-:-..rnent actively :o .s.:-::e:~ 

<::•.. e::1· :.ssis;:G.n.ce so as tc share wi::, t :ier.:1. 11 a::::.ti- Co:!"'....rnunist res?or.sioE:~ies 1 :. 

S-:::.::G.:.:o::: :·..:.h n y Va:1 Cao po::::ec out t c an Zr.i.oassy oiiice:r the.:: G.es:_:,ite Vie: Co:-.g 
?rc::-:;._;ar:;:°.a, t:-1e:-e seems to have been no ins t :=.r.ce in wh:c:: t}l e Vi..::t Cc:-.~ v:e:..· e 
.,;,·ei..:: c~:..:ed by a.'iiY pa:·t oi the ..:::.:y j?Opulation, anci the!"e we ':!.' E: a;;~c.. re~tly :..-:.c cl.=::~c::c:-. ~ 

::·01-:.'.. :_:,olica o.:· :r.ilit::..:ry ra.::-_kJ . :F:·om the li n"li:ted :-aports a v ai lab ie !':-c::: :::~ 
:.:>:ov::::.ce~, fois see:r-.--S to be the cc...se tlu-oug}10ut the co'l.:nt :::-y . I ·foir..k it cba:· ~y .;ive:~ 

t :: .: lie to -.::..e Viet Cc::'l;; c l a im -::!:at "the peopla su~port thei r caus e . 

;:;c:-:-~e c ::::z ~::s a'!1ci o::~cia:s arc r:o~ \Vaiti?:g ::or tt4. e cect~ai gove~"'=----ent tc o :-J~:ze 

·.:-:-. ei::..· act::.vc sup?cr:. Se~a::or :\guy<?..!! Van Euyan, :Cor z:-:a::-i?le, v:as oi: c2.::- ~;· ::-.:.s 
~.c :-:-_:.::J ;:o vi.sit t~e wound~d and ir1al<z >.is owi1 s...: ::vey oi fae :"e ccls of :::e 3.:. :.,;~:: 
-:;.)~~!:a:::c~-- . .:Vfa.yor C-:.:.a has ::iccn a<: h :.s oiiice day a.r.d nigl-.:, alm-:.g w:.ti: ~os;: 0~ 
~--~::: 3:~£ . D:· . )Jg1.:y~n Da~l T:J.i. a. :11a;J. ..: los e :o T:_..i Quang a~C. net nc:e~ iv=~:::: 
'!=':·v - ;ove:·:-.!l~ent sy~pc.::;ies, \~S ·~usy ~ei;ci.--:g wa·.:er tc !ws p :.tai c:::,e..:ati:..-:; 2·c,o:-::-...s 
t}:c.,7; ·.-,::...:! ::o~i.e - - his ow.:.: ci~:c ~ei.::g wc:ll SU?p!ied. Thi e l: '!' o.::-. Giac a::::_o·..:::c .ed 

C::a~ :i~".: out a corr.1.!':lt:niq-..;..;: c2.:l'..::.1g Oi'l a:: Bucid...'riists to SU??C:n: t 1-. e ;;cv.:::-:-:..~e~t 

~=- c-:-7.>o:; .= :;:,e Co~--:-_-..:nis-::s. (:'he \vhe::-ea:;o"t:\:s of 'Tri Qua::g a::-.d so:n.e ~.:::e :!:' 

::-.-:::.:::2..'..1: 3 ·.lcc.his: iec..d.e!"s o: t!:e -~-!"... 01:.=:.::-.g ~ac~:.o:n :s 1!n..:.mowr. a.: -cl: i s tin1c , ::oweYe!" . 

_:~:::~:c;:..gh c:;.:- reports Ii"?~ tl:e p:-ovi::ces a2:e scatler ed, t.!le:· e is 110 de:·.yi:: ; :r:a.-c :r.2 
::;~o:-:~-= see; ::i ..:: evE:nts Gf the l~s;; fc\V day s as i.:nit ialiy a subst::.r.::.al Viet Cc:n~ 
-:.~;: oj,..;; C~~?ita t~e :,ea'"/ loss Gs st:::ereC Dy tha a::le!":""t.:v . T:~ ~ iact t}1::..t ·~!:e 'li~:: Co::~ 

\VE:::-.:;; ao!~ t:::; en';.;:::- c....;.d ir.. SO:..Tie Ca::>E:S hoici ICZ" e:-.:i:endeci per:ccs 30 :r:.a!:y ?~uVi!:c:a : 

c:..::;:~::.~s :::=.s ca 1·t~:!:iy st-_ak~1~ t.ila cor-!ide-~ce of t:l~e ~~ople: L-: t:~e: ab:l:-:~1 .:>: t!:.-.:: 50,·c :.~ 

:-:-_ z:.~·.; :o:.; :.. ov·~d\! s c.c:.: :-: ..:::·t. A: ":!'"!. c £-a.:::1(? -c:..-:-ie , as no'i:~C abv~/e, t!-:.~ r e is :'".:.o e,;:C.e::c ~ 
i::·.z.: e-.:::..yc:-:.~ wc~co:-:::cci o :: :i.e:?..'!C t~0 V~c:: Co:::g :.:-. tl1e p:..·ov:...."1.:-: t:::>w;:s .. :-:: ~ ::c::::ca: 
c. . -- ;. s:,rc~:o:.:.~:.ca~ dar_-:ag e :n t::~ ?~-Jv··:nces ca:i ~e !9e?ai-~· ~C, but it \ ':".::.11 ~::.:,e :.:__-::~ 

~::.c. -...:~c -· ::.t:.:: JC\ra ::-~-=:.ttr1t ac"t:.c::-_. 

,..... .. . . 
.L ;~1c_:. r-':.- -· 

- C:.-­

SERVICE SET 


http:s:,rc~:o:.:.~:.ca
http:subst::.r.::.al
http:act::.vc
http:ov::::.ce
http:inst:=.r.ce
http:ssis;:G.n.ce
http:ove:-:i:r:-:.er
http:gai:"'.st


-- ., r. - c ­

c.:~ com:izmin;; problcr:-1 w:ll b-3 foe need 'i:o d:.::;nel :he ru~r.ors a:id nalf tr;.:.:hs 
:."ioai:.:!<l -oy ::h ~ Vid C0:1:j . T'.1.:: Vie t Centi rc:..cEo :;.t O::!<:: oobt "''"'no\L;.c.eci ::-.at p_;::;< .;;:::.-i.ca 

'I~:s oi 
L t" I h ' ' 1. '-1 ,_. . . . .,. . ·1 •• • •cct::· .,:;(! :: 1:iyl!c: o:L .....1~ '.Voi.. s ea::-s C.1. ~_. ~ :~a:1~11c.11s~z ~e~e, a1:c.:. _ :.:e::: :'i: ~s~c:""~:::G 

·~~ -- ~;3pc::d at c:.._ce to :l-J.e P:.. ime :Vli~:s:~ :·' ~ r :;c..u~st :or~!~ o"~i.ci~~ st.:c..:~:-:_~~-: c:· 
C.c.:;. :..:?.: a::.:ci. s~1~port for :11e Gcv61..:;..rr:\'::~:-: o: \T~c::·.. a1~;. . A.l1.ot::~1.. si~i:e:.::- ~-.::-::c:: i~ 

~~:::g ~1ca:·ci ~n !':la1:.y ;;a.:-ts of fr_.:; co-...:n:: ry , ;;o tI:e ef::~c!: the..: ·.vc ci..:;li~e::.·~:;e:~y a:.:ov: r::2. 
: '.-...; v:t.:t Con~ '.:O em: e1· t:"lc cit:ies ir·! o :-d.:;:.:- "::.J cu: :ne ssu:-e o~ ::!1.; JOVcr::.~.c:::: i:O ~o:-:-: 
-:o :e:..:1::s \Vi:::-: ~:1e Na:io:i~~ L~be::-a:ic:i. F rcn::. 

irc1ud;!l'7 '"'ea ~c-:: .: .. ...._--·· .,.-,~ --eace Fo·-c""" '~ ~-o'·:r~ ---r­.. - -- -- .:> •...:" '- ~ - v-... ,;:> c.;,,..._u. ;:' - - - - __ .. -'-=--c '..J .. .. c:..__ _ _-_ -~c 
7 • • - ;:•. ., ,_·,..,. · ~--.,.:i is a ;l · ...,,,..,. c' ::. ·1 ~y - H·- e. ;re·-.0:1··-., --.: 0 =- - o ...·•,..,e~c"' -;·.:..i -"'Y-..d iy Yi--1-· - ·
-.L --\,-.\,,;. 1 L....: .. c; t"" - \.,;. ~ - --~\.; .L--0 \:: - -·~- \,;..l... - a J.~v '--· _...,, .... , _J- .....-- ..... ~ _ 

='.'\e..3 z..cti·v·e :11 tl~e 1966 3udfil1is-: nstn:gg!.~ :l_ R~ciio :-:cYJ.c: ~1Z..S a:so a~:~;cC. ~:·.. c 
:c :·~~c::.:cic::: vi. 11"L-:.priz~g con'1:r1i.tt3es 11 U: Sa.i6 otl c:.:.:ci o-:he:::· c::c:es . ..~_:-..y :·..: ~:-~-· c~:­

ot:.:.." s·~~ ci t (;:i.."!"01:5.3m "v!:icl1 the er..cr:.y nay· ~Ga.b l-=: to 1!.Ct:-'!:t -- a;.:C.: G.::::::::.?c.: ~ a 

stror._J er:ort ::o make furt:he= att~cks , even ii :::ey are o~ly token - - v::.:]. ?TC-:i::..::i:-i 
be ?01·t~::yeC as t~e wo.rl\: oi these p~~a!::o:rn orgc.:::z2ti or..s . \;te :r_~.:t :-.::::.-...:.::: ~ :r_c..~~: 
psyc2-!o lc:;:cal ·.va;.- o::.::r.s ive ar!d I stror:.gly -..aged ;:his O?: :-·:-!ic'..l a::~ n:.s CO-~C:2.T~·. .cs 
a.t o·..:~: j o::=x m.:eti:-.g y~ste:rday. 

:: ~r::'=.:_-:cC. ~;e~y ~igl1 du:·i.11g t!::.3 !"epc:-:i:n.g p~~::cd . P_l:houg:: P~"esi·::ic::::: :-::~e·~ ::~3 

tc:c :~e >.. c: d:in2.;:s :he c:::esi: oi this wave; is ~as-.:, I am. nc: ye:. Ce!·:a:::-_ ::i-.c.: :~:s ::::c..:-.. 

';)c sa:d. wit:~ a g :·eat degree o: co:n.iiC.en::: e. T!:e ?:::e- ':'et ?ress con::~.:eC. i:O .::x::::-e:s:> 

mis.;iv:n; s about our i11te:.:tic~s . On Ja:"l.uary 2:, fo.'.! poiitically ir.:?o::-:.::.::t Cc..:!:.01:.c 
C ;· e a t er .S.::.liC.a:·i:y ~c.:.· ce i.1cld a. 11 sen:.in~r 11 i:: :~e Saigon C:.:.y ;.:all a.<c aC.!J_?-ceC. ~ 
;: es c:ut:.c::. wh'..ch s'tl"or.g!y o::i::os-ed any reco;nit:o:-; oi t:-.e ::-:a:ional .:_:.'::> .: :·a:i.::::. ? ::-c::t 
a::ci ,_:;.,a.:-r•.;C. aga:.:-:.st a coa.Etion gover:L::-!i.e::it . .-l..::-:::G:!J ::he ?a::tic:pc;.n=s :~ : ::e se!-::-.:.:.:c. 
\.ve::.-e u:i:-;;.:::::-~·.::a~ Se::ato!'s N~uyer. Gia ?.ie;i a ::-.C. ':':::::.:.: Vz..r: Lz.:-:: . '!'i"te 5 -:;.--:at.::: .? c ::- .:::.~:1. 

:-:::.s 3 es s:.o: 
w::..s -~a:.·t oi ~::e co:--.:""..r:'lit~ee: s !.::"\.res-:igaL: ('..:--; oi :~~c 6o·v.. e:--:-...:.~e:::!'t ?OS it:.c:: :.:: :!:~ :'"a.c e o: 
:."'~:.T1~::eci :;. S. oressura io r Gcve!·::~1~e;_t oi ~.fie-.:...:e :.:;. \:o::--:-:act v:.1 :.~!"-... -::--.c Xz.:.:or:c..: 
L:~~~at:c11 ?~011t ~a :.he ±o:·:!J.a-:ic~ of a ~ua:it::.o::. ~cve!"n:~~~-:: .. -~.:::::i"-e ;.:-_C i:~:;;.e:-_: :.. 

S-=:::a:::ir -Xg·..:y.a:: Va.n ~gai :.n ?artic-..1 ~a:· -:;,;.:~st:o~-=c .So c!csel; 02: tl:c ?Cs;:;:oil:t; tl:=-t 
·.:::~ :;. S . cc·..:lC. .:c:· ce a ccalition. gcve:::-:::::-. e.:-:.: o;: Sou«:l: Vie:i::--_a~-:: . 

:-l-:e ;oi.:·er::.::-:e~t itse:li obvicu.s L~r cor:.:ir.1:"-~~s :o 1Jc """c:.-y 3er:.3i::\tc;: 01~ ::..":~ c:·...:.cE~:c~ ~= a.. 

cca :::;;:oY'_ govc::-:£rnam: .. In bct'.1 :1is T.::!t rnes sage -co :be ~a::cr: E-!1C:. i.;: ::. s.::.:::cs c! 

3?~.2c~es made ciur~g 3. trip :o t:'"le; ~ir~1: Cc:.. ps j\l~t before ~e:, F:-c5:~.. ~-: -::::.~:: 


:-:-.. .s...d~ s:.:-0~1g state.:·!;..C::!T/i:s oppos:r!.g 3.~1)' : c:-r:"': o: co~l:tio::!. go..~~c~·::._::::i~:: .. - _:~~ ~ 


3 ·.;r.:: ~:-:'1.e:.::s we:.· ;;; ?iclc~d up ~y Viet:a:n ~ness . I:::i !1:.s Tet ::-::--_t!ssage :o ·:.-.:: -·--·~- · 


-: :::.<:-.: sc:..~d "t;1~ ?u:.·pos.= 0£ r:ry v-:.s:t (<:o :;: -= ?irs: Co:.·?s) was :o .:: .:::i::~:::-~: c:; :.::.;; :;eve.:-:: 

~--e; :_·.; c::.;-_··1.rr_i:~cn: 3 a..;::..d t!:e dei;err:·~:::;;,·..: :..:;:~ oi t:1~ 2. r~-:-..z d : c :.. ::::. 2 3 !:o ::<:!\-c : 


- . ­c ::.c. :~::ic:: ·..v:...:h the C ..J:Tl.J.-:--J.ur.. :. .:;ts :le:: ::o s:..:. :-:: ~::i~ er t o tl1 e C0:1~~~t:::-... :s!:s a::y· 1::c.: o: c-..:~· 

-~- ...L. =::2.. .:: ~ : ~ ~· 0:1 Jc.i~......:a..:-;r 27: -vi ~t7.c.2 ? :· c:~s .:::r:.·:eci a. s:2.-:c.r::-... :::;.1~ ~·r ?:·:~~ 

:::; ...: c... :o:_·:'":: o: st:.:-~e?:C..:;:- ~c t::c Cc::-...:.~~~:.s1: s ~- :~i s J~nuar;>- 3~ c.:;!:"'!.e: ::-;c~c)r ::-:. ..::~3 c._~ :. 

, 

: 1::~_ :.::-:e_· Loe : ' 1 Cca.lif:.cr~ \\,~::!1 \:1~~ Co~~:1·~:~ist..:; ,(,:c"\..::d amvt:nt :o s1.::.c iC..~ a~c \\·~·...::c­
4 '. 
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?::.;.:;~d..::nt Thi~u threatened severe punishment for all political ~ovemcnts ai::::ed 
a ;; ':-..:::?L;.6 t1:e Corrunur:ists through the so- called "?eace and coalitio:i gove rr.:-::e:n::. 11 

?.;z..-:; o: coc..lition gover:1mcr..t ru"'ld a "false peace" hc.ve bee:l fed somewhc.t by the 
' :):· 0.C.= s ~c.1·: s 11; appeal. Be:ore Tet, sixty- five university teac1::e!· s iss::.ed a 
s::-::p~ist:c a~d e!':-iotional appeal calling !'or "all the belEgerad parties tc e:ce:-.d 
:r.<l.==::~-i~::eiy fo~ Tet ceaseffre and to negotiate inuneC.iately a peaceful se:ttl.::rr..er..t: :. 
'I':-:.= c'l??e:d st:ggests ::io p:rior ccne.itio::is for the cease- fire, a situatio:;. that wo·dd, 
of cct:::sc, p-=rmit the Com_--ntmists to continue infiltration and te;::ororis:-::1.. 

7::c gro-u? is suing the appeal is very young a.nd ju..."lior h'"l academic circ~es, and 
r-::o=.:t of ti:e signers a:-e both ::elatively lli"'lknown and politically nc..ive. Amo:z:g the 
.:;:;:::i.:::cs are so:::ne ·e>..-tremist Buddhists with. very shady backgrounds. Neve::-foeiess, 
::-:.e ~over:i::r~ent felt it :riecessa:-y to respond dii-ectly to their stater.nent, a::J.cl o::: 
Jc:..::-n.:ary ?.7 th.e :Mi:listi-y of the Inte:-ior put out a communique spelling out the gcve::.·:-. · 
n-:ent:s posit:on on the Tet tn::.ce. The cormn"'.lnique refers directly to t:.e ?:-c.::esso=s 
ar-?ea: ami notes that 11the President of -the Republic and the goverI:mer;.c: o: tbe 
R.c?UO lie of Vietnarr.. have affirmed and reaffirmed that the question of a coa:itio::i 
w::r- t;ie Com.:.-:nu."lists will never ari;;e and that the govern:nem: of the Re?u~:ic 
o:: V:....eb.a~ will never recognize the so-called National Liberation Fro:-.t 11 

• 

As : l:ave mentioned, in bis state o:f the union message, Presideni: Thie~ reie!":- eC. 
i:O thi<; importance of political party formation . While n oting. thai: 11 at pres er..: we C.c 
!1.ct :tave stro:u.g political parties to assume power and form the {?pposit:on1 

! , he 
e~-p :::es seci hi: conviction that such parties will be developed. . 

Thie-..:., ~ ?art, persuaded by our representations, has in fact decided :o:: o :-:-::: a ?.?.:::--: 
i:O s-...;.ppo::.:t his program and policies . He has appointed !iis Secreta..ry Ger~arc..i, 
Xguyen Va....'11. Huong, to serve as chiei organizer of this pro- gover~1::ne~r. ?arty, a:i.ci 
w~ o.L-:cierstand from :Iuong that he intends to convene a pr~liminary pa:-:y cor-gress 
w!-_ic~:. will launch the pa~-ty sometime in March. Vlhile Huong is not ar.. ideal c!:.o:ce 
:o.:- a ?ar!:y organizer, we are hopeful that Thieu can put together a st:-ong nai::ona~ 
org2..r:iza"i:ion which will back his program and his candidates in future elections . 

Se:z:..:=.t0::: '1'.:·a..-i Van Don is also moving ahead in organizing a· poiitic.?.l mach:.ne. 
I:-:. ;d.C.it:o:l to his N1~cr..g- Cong Bi.!'.h group which did so well in the Se:ia!:e race and 
w::.:.c::. r eportadly has a number of aifiliated members in the Lower Eo-..is e . Don is 
c..?:;-:;:.:-en:i.y !laving some success in £:.nding new aliies and in developing anot!:e:!.• 
cr;;;.::::!.za:ion, the Freedom Fighters. 

:)o:;::. is known to be trying to bring both militant An Quang and moderate Ta1-:l C•at: 
B:.icic:U1.is:s in line behin~ his group, and he s eeos to have captured soF-ie suppo::t 
i::o;·n :.."'1.C.:.viC.uals though he certainly cannot claim the backing of eifae:- BudC...'-lis: 
o::.· ~ a:J.iza:cior... b the Sen ate, he has formed a n alliance with. Dai Viet leade::.­
l\:-:1;·.:.yer.. Van Ngai z.:id put together a Senai:e bloc of 9 Senato1·s. 'Wbile -:..11.e C.eg ::-ee 
o: coo?e:::-a~ion betwe en the Dai Viets and Don:s su,pport.ers m•tside the Ser:a:c is 

~-:::.:.1 ur:c~ea:- -- and both sides a~:e evid.e.Yltly planning to use each othe.:- and :r..a.i:.i:air­

c. de;-:-ce o: independ:r..ce - - the alliance could flower if mo.re corru~on :.1~teresi:s 
dC"'/ (; _O?. 
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Do:1 io~::r:~d u. Vc~e!·ans organiza';ion before his Senate car.1.paign bd did lit:le 
\'l:it'.: it. Rcc om:'ly, h_owever, h~ h elC:. a meeting of this group, theF?:eecior:1 
2ght ~::-s, at wh:.c'.1 h~ claL-rn.c;d a total oi 20, 000 r:iembers througnoui: the ccu..."1.t;:-y. 
Sta·.:e1-:'l.~ :~...:s :n th~·~Fcedom Fighters 11 pla.tfo1·:n11 is sued at the mec!-i.-rig suggest faa t 
Don rr~ay !1ope to use all of the varicus groups under his influer.ce as a nuclet:s 
for a b:·oadly based poEtical pa:.ty. He has also been talking with Tra:n. Qucc 3"-u 
abct:t u31---ig ;;he labor party organizc:.tions in the provh1ces as nuclei. 

Do:'1 1s a::>narcmt s-..:ccess would be encouraging if we were more c.::;r-:a:n of ;;::e 
so"t::·c.:: of hi;:; !unds. Ee has been spe'n.ding a good deal !':).Ore money t:iar.. we -:;}:-,ir,~ 
h~ ar.d i1is c h ief allies h~vei n:ost recently ?Urchasing a very expe;:isive news?aper 
w1:icl: will soon oegin publishing under Don 1 3 aegis . We will be trying to lear:l 
s01~ei:hing :ii.01· .e about where these funds a.re coming from. 

C. Eccr:offiic 

Eco~.o~ic movement :.s usually alr.lost z..t a complete stand- still du=ing the T et 
hoE.C.ay, so th~ bitial Lmpact of the Viet Cong attacks was not too great . Kew, 
howeve1·, it i.s urgent to get supplies movi.'"lg normally into the dties . Tee gove::-~­
n:c:::r is givi:lg .such move:ne!'lt a high p!·:.ority, and while there will p!'obably ~e 
.some transitory shortages, we do not anticipate any prolonged ss.ueeze. 

Be:ore Tet, the Saigon Retail P:· ice fudex stood at 32 6 , up from the 318 oi t!-1.e 
preV:.ous week and the 308 of my last regular weekly report. Tnis was the res'l.:lt 
0£ the Tet holiday, a period when p!"ices traC.:tionally move up sha:-ply. (The 
t::owa::-d -o rice movement was the r esult of increases in com.:.nodities other t!:an 

~ -
rice, w11i.::h declined six to nine ?e=ce."1.t this week. ) Tne upward moyer:i.e..•:: of ~1--e 
Reta:.l P:·ice Index was countered by a continu.::d fall in the L-nuort P::-ice lnacx, 
wn:.c:i.1 dro?ped to 219 the week before Tet. Gold also continued to fall, fro:TI. 2 ~~ tc 
211 to 208 . 

S~-: ~l:ot:sand derr~onstration rice kits , each sufficient to plant l I 10 hectare, will 
be ma~e available to farmers in most provinces in Vietna:n this spring. T:ie ~its, 
conta '..::.::zig than no"!.1g (IR- 8) r ice seed, will be a major promotional tocil in !he 
corr..i..7"!.g can:pa:.gn for farmer adoption of i:he new dee varieties in the count::-y. 
Y...ateria:s will inclu.de 4 kilos of than nong rice seed, plus cher:iical fert:.lizer ~d 
ins ec-cicide . 

.0. Cnieu Hoi 

D.:.:·i::..g ::.e ?erioc January 8 - 15, the:ce were 291 Chieu Hoi retur:iees, anC. :or 
t:~e ;:.e::::.od Jan~a::-y 15-21 there were 2.6. This compares with 420 and 592 for the 
sar_,_~ ?c~:ioC.s last year. The total for this year is 1, 033. 
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:;::.i.::ir:-~u:atcly , ~':'l.; Cn:.e'l.l Hoi rate has not yet experienced any Tet ups·..:r~e E::-e 
th;:;.-.: o: last yeai· . Last year 1s rate wa3 twice as high during January a::-.c ju.:::-:?ec 
to o,,·c:.- 1, 000 pe :- wee:( du:rir..~ a:::.d after T et . Chieu Hai ML":iste.r Phc!!rr z . .'.:'t.r~°;Jo.l:es 

- - 0 

-.::1e cu.1·:·ent low rat..: to tC.e ~'1t cr:.siiied Viet Cong anti.- Chieu Hoi car.;.?a:~r., 
i::.c:-cas~d e!1..;my milita::..·y O?erations and the appa::ently successful Viet Ccr.g 
p:·c:,.)<:.gand2 ploy regarciing negctiations and coaiition government. ?:hong ?ro?oses, 
ar..ci. wa ;:..gre.:: , to mount a post Tet psychological war car.:lpaign playir..g U? ::w:;i ­
£uiiillm~nt of the Viet Cong promise of coalition governme!lt . 

fa ::h.:: \veek enamg Jc.nuary 20, the Vie't Cong l<iiled 131 V i etnamese civilians, 
woi.:::lcieC. 180, ar:.ci kidr.appad 187. F0r the week oi January 21 - 27, the figures a.re 

147, 20 0, and 179, respectivel y . (Si.;:ice Ja:ma!"y 1, 1968, 501 c:viEans have bee:i. 
k:ile2., 1030 wounded, and 593 kid.napped by :he ene1ny.) 



\\" .\ ~ :1 : ~ c 7 Q :; 

Febn:.ary c. , 19c3 

Sug6~ ::~oa O :·der ci 3i.: ::. ine.;s for 
('WecL."'lesday Noon, :?eo:;::uary 7 , :9c&) 

1 . 	 \-: ~ :: ..:·.-- 3_: ·..::_·.J (about 5 ninut es) 

C.:::--c::..·al w:1ee:er is p r e?areci to surnrr.arize fr. e cu rr E::lt 

. . .? 	 ' , ; .\ . .l.---" ......, ,.:-,.- ~.- - ~ .... 	 - . ... t:. ~::- :l"'~:::g: : :: -- ..... -· - ........ -- ..
-
..::-- - -.L. - ..a . 
w:il ?ro~aoly ask ~ick ::<atz.er.bac:~ to C.o ;;r. i;; . 

:, . 	 :; -: :·.:.:'-:en o:": the issi.!es . (Attac!i.ed is a br:eiL""lg me:r.:o 
:.ncluding cti.:estions you r.'1z.y wish i:o ask. ) 

c . 	 ': u r,·~ _: . .:._the meetir..g , you rr.ay w i sh to say t:-:.at you 
wc'l!:d ~:.:-:~e to have pro::npt ly for co:-isideration a.n ag r eed 
,:;t:itement cf policy :o use L"'l orieiing Cong r ess on h ow 
we are !1andling i:he arr:end1n.er-ts . 

-"""' .., t 
I' " ,.....,-e;--.~I . -, ''· - ·vv-I::-;~

W . 	 W . .Rostow 
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LIST OF INVITEES, NSC MEETING 

February 7, 1968; Wednesday, 12:00 Noon 

Vice President Humphrey 
Secretary of Stat e Rusk 

Under Secretary Katzenbach 
Secretary of Defense McNamara 

Deputy Secretary Nitze 

Secretary of Treasury Fowl e r 

CIA Director Helms 

JCS Chairman Wheeler 

USIA Director Marks 

AID A dministrator Gaud 

OEP Di rector Daniel 


Walt Roetow 

George Chri&tian 

Tom Johnson 

B romley Smith 

Clark Clifford 
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