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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASH INGTON, D.C. Z0506 

-SECRE:P­

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUi\tflv1AR Y OF ~SC MEETI:'-JG O>Z NATO 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 19, 1968, 12:00 NOON 


The Presidt!nt opened the meeting by noting the forthcoming NATO 
Ministe r ia l Meeting at Reykjavik. He asked Under Secretary Katzenbach 
to introduce the discussion. 

Under Secretary Katzenbach said the Ministerial Meeting was taking 
place against unhappy backg1·ound - - the difficulties in France, the lack 
of a government in Belgium, and the Berlin crisis. 

On the other hand, NATO recently had been debated in Norway and the 
Norwegians strongly voted for continued support of the Alliance . 

Assistant Secretary Leddy 

By way of introduction, Leddy said that NATO is in a better state of 
health than the pessimists predicted a few years a go . It had been effecti.ve 
in coordinating the discussion among the governments on the NPT and the 
)Juclear Planning Group was movi.ng along well. 

Regarding the spe cific issues at Reykjavik, he said: 

Berlb wou!ci. be the subject of serious bilateral and quadripartite 
discussion among the U.S . , Britain, France, and Germany. The 
Secretary is considering going to Bonn after the meeting . 

Mutual Force Reductions - We expect to have a ministerial declara­
tion that NATO is willing to uncle rtake troop reductions on a reciprocal 
basis with the Russians . The F r ench will not join but that will not 
matter . 

We do not expect the Russians t o r espond now. Vietnam i s one 
reason; their concern over Eastern Europe is another . But the 
declaration may provide a platform for talks with the Russians on 
this issue, and progress is possible in the longer term. 

~editerranean - We anticipate some low key actions . The Soviet 
threat there is primarily political and secondarily r.-lilitary. The 
Ministers will authorize increased surveillance. 

H< us_,vc;.l .x 111 1t11:.
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-- NPT - We hope for a NATO statement on the NPT, and we have 
worked out a scenario reaffirming our commitment to help others 
support the );PT. (The scenario was subsequently approved by the 
President. ) 

Berlin - May give the Germans some ammunition to delay signing 
the NPT. 

Balance of Pavments and Burden Sharing - Our present arrangements 
to ofiset the balance of payments costs for our troops in NATO are 
temporary. They buy time but they don't cure the problem. Ovet· 
the Longer term we look for the British to do mo re in Europe which 
could enable us to do less . We can also anticipate the UK working 
towa r d some kind of joint European milit;::i.ry effort - including joint 
production of military equipment. 

Secretary Clifford 

Berlin - Thus far t he Germans have not been willing to take 
countermeasures . They have no reason therefore to blame us 
for the C!'isis. We must try to build up support for West Berlin. 
High level visits would help . 

'.'iPT - We hope the Germans could be persuaded to go a.long . l:' 
they don ' t, it "vill raise specters in Europe . 

Mediter!'anean - The Soviet fleet in the Mediterranean has recently 
been reduced but it is active and must be carefully watched. A 
JOint. ·ATO ::aval exerc!3e i.s being plann~d . 

Mutual Force Reductions - The Germans want to have language in 
'.\iATO statements ruling out any unilateral troop reductions , We 
can't do this, particularly in view of the rising sentiment in the 
Congress that we do something in this field. At the Defense Ministers 
meeting we had told the Europeans they should prepare for future 
reduction. Our language at Reykjavik on this is sue should go no 
!unhe r than the lVlay 10 Defense Ministers' statement. 

Greece - We should r esume military aid to Greece . The importance 
of our military position there has increased as a r esult of the Soviet 
iHese:1ce i:i the Mediterranean. The Greeks are cooperative and 
w:ll be of more value to us if Turkey makes trouble. 

The Pres:de:it asked for co rnn1ents on the ts.:;ue of resurrung military 

aid to Greece . Under Secretary Katzenbach, the Vice Preside :it, 
a:id Eelms a~reed with Secretary Clifford. 
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Burden Sharing - Our position is still not satisfactory. Bond 
purchases help but we must get to some better arrangement in 
the future . 

Secretary Fowler 

We still haven't built a financial pillar for the Alliance . Our arran~e­
m~nts are neither satisfactory nor enduring . The oc1ly meaningful way of 
dealing with this problem over the long term is through increased purcha ses 
of U. S. military equipment by the Europeans ot· reduced U. S . military 
exptnditure m Europe . 

Secretary Clifford said that the Germans have an eno r mous need for 
new military aircraft. We should be able to work something out in the area 
of joint production of new p lanes . 

Unde r Secretary Nitze discussed the prospects for the F - 5 and estimated 
that the total market for a new military plane in Germany might be as much 
as S 3 billion. 

The President asked State and Treasury to review the sta tus of this 
pro ject with Defense . 

"""-· ERFried:ms: 
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