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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 18, 1966

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

I appreciate the frankness with which you have written
me concerning our Food for Peace Program in Jamaica.

As was explained to your Acting Prime Minister when
he was in Washington last month, increasing world
demands for food have sharply reduced our existing
food surplus. In order that adequate assistance may
be made available to programs benefiting the children
of the world, the group most vulnerable to malnutrition
and most dependent on the help of others, we have made
a decision to give lowest priority to family feeding type
programs. This policy is being applied world-wide.

As you point out in your letter, the shift from a family
feeding program to assistance to children in Jamaica
will take place gradually so as not to cause undue hard-
ships.

I understand that representatives of our two countries

~ have already discussed the possibility of expanding the

school luncheon and maternal child welfare programs.
We would be pleased to consider proposals for additional
commodity assistance for programs of this type. If we
can agree on such proposals, there is no reason why the
existing level of food commodity assistance to Jamaica
cannot continue and possibly expand.

Again, Mr. Prime Minister, I thank you for the confidence '

with which you have written me. It is a measure of the
deep and long-standing good-will which exists between our
two countries.
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I send you best wishes for your continued good health
and happiness.

Sincerely,

The Right Honorable p Wﬂ

Sir William Alexander Bustamgnte

Prime Minister and Minister of External Affairs
of Jamaica

Kingston.
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON
Wednesday - August 17, 1966 - 5:00 p.m,
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT - ACTION

SUBJECT: Letter from Jamaican Prime Minister

Jamaican Prime Minister Bustamente has written you complaining
about the shift in our Food for Peace Program from indigent family
feeding to programs benefitting children (Tab B).

The reasons for the shift are:

~=~  the indigent feeding program in Jamaica has not gone well from
the beginning due to Jamaican politics and poor Jamaican admin=
istration support.

- we are shifting on a world-wide basis away from indigent feeding
to programs more specifically directed at helping children.

The shift in Jamaica is to be made over an 18-24 month period so as
to cushion its efforts, We are prepared to increase school lunch and
material child welfare programs so that there need be no net decrease
in food assistance.

All of this was explained to Acting Prime Minister Sangster when he was
in Washington early last month,

The attached suggested reply (Tab A) goes over the same ground reviewed
with Sangster.

I recommend that you sign the letter,

Wa (3

William G, Bowdler

Attachments w’ﬁ

Tabs A & B.




Copy of Original JAMAICA HOUSE
Kingston 10, Jamaica

July 19, 1966

ﬁww‘:{ Lan

Lyndon B. Johnson, Esq.,
Yn. son Sq ’im,la“/\??"“

President,

The United States of America,
The White House,

Washington, D. C

My dear President,

The United States of America through some agency has been very
generous to a great portion of the world inclusive of Jamaica - only to
some extent to Jamaica, of course, in supplying food for the indigent for
which the Jamaica Government is more gratef ul.

Our friendship, particularly mine who lived in the United States
for many years, is a genuine one. It is not based on any kind of help that
the United States may or may not afford Jamaica.

It has come to my certain knowledge that it is proposed to cut
off the supply of food which is now being made to approximately forty thousand
families, because it is said that the food is not being properly distributed,
and the Jamaica Government has been advised by the State Department that this
will be done gradually.

I take a profoundly dim view of this decision to a friendly country
as Jamaica is, and I deem it my duty to advise you. I regard this action as
unfriendly and I wish to have the decision reconsidered with a view to having
the supply to Jamaica continue.

Believe me, that whatever action might be taken to cut off this
supply will not affect my good feeling for your Government.

Good luck and good health.
Yours sincerely,
/signed/ A. Bustamente
PRIME MINISTER.

P,S, I have asked our Ambassador to deliver this letter to you.

/initialled/ AB

t-LCu At 1¢po-¢ﬁlﬂ-\j %—ML (Jﬂ
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE 0.) i
WASHINGTON V% Wee) @)
August 11, 1966 3o KLJ-

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, WALT W. ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Letter to the President from
Prime Minister Bustamante of
Jamaica, dated July 19, 1966

In my memorandum of August 6 on the same sub-
ject, it was stated that the Department had queried
Embassy Kingston for its recommendations for an ap-
propriate reply to the Prime Minister. These have
now been received and a suggested reply from the
President to the Prime Minister is enclosed.

<

Bepjamin H. Read
3 xecutive Secretary
/I

1. Suggested draft reply.

Gﬁl Copy—ef letter from Prime Minister @;,Léiigf &?4,15
Bustamante. cff C F

Enclosures:
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SUGGESTED PRESIDENTIAL REPLY

Dear Mr., Prime Minister:

.
M= o o e

MM/.V&
As—you—know increasing world demands fQ; food have neeul€££L
N ol U
i-n—the_e.ljmina.tioa—ef—-the—preﬁ;eeeéykexisting food surplus, &

the-United=Spates, In order that adequate assistance may be made
available to programs benefiting the children of the world, the

group most vulnerable to malnutrition and most dependent on the

av— heoc
help of others, my—pgovermmeni-hes made a decision to give lowest

priority to family feeding type programs. This policy is being
applied world-wide. As you pointed out, in Jamaica the shift
from a family feeding program to assistance to children will take
place gradually so as not to cause undue hardships.

I understand that in-diseussiens—be&weer representatives of
Mﬁm%wMWWu{jwd
Jamaica-and—theUmited—States the possibility hae—been—raised of

expanding the school luncheon and maternal child welfare programs,

/q,c».wl/a/*‘l dw /’(‘uaﬂ
We would be pleased to consider prou;saen—ef commodity assistance

Lo=sweh

The Right Honorable
Sir William Alexander Bustamante,
Prime Minister and Minister of External Affairs
of Jamaica, Kingston,
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g —should-thig he preposed.—In—thie-wegand,

JYNEVY 4o e nAGs o anrbiy  pha ’
k~gyu~' tise existing level of food commodity assistance to Jamaica sdesstac

Wm«-r*—
gould continue and possibly expand.

Allow me to reaffirm.the-deep-and-tong=standing—peedwill
which exists betusen—our—two—couniries—and-to express my
warmest wishes for seusr-seocd-irealTtirarmi—tappimwess.

Sincerely,

PR /L A A’""qu oo s
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE /" A
- 15*

WASHINGTON

August 6, 1966

MEMORANDUM FOR MR, WALT W, ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Letter to the President from
Prime Minister Bustamante,
dated July 19, 1966

The Department has asked our Embassy in Kingston
for any background information and comments on the
points raised in Prime Minister Bustamante's letter,
delivered to the Department on August 2, and for
recommendations regarding a reply.

The Department's recommended reply will be
forwarded as soon as our Embassy's views have been
received.

Benjanfin H. Read
Executive Secretary

/4 ity @ €31l eeonrne

Prime Minister Bustamante's letter
to the President dated July 19.






DEPARTMENT OF STATE o
WASHINGTON J A{UJ-

August 3, 1966

11982

IN REPLY REFER TO:

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOUSE

Subject: Letter to the President from
Prime Minister Bustamante,
dated July 19, 1966

There is enclosed a letter to the President
from Sir Alexander Bustamante, Prime Minister of
Jamaica which was delivered to the Department on
August 2 by the Jamalcan Embassy in Washington.

The Department's recommendation as to a reply

will follow.

BenJamin H. Rgad
Executive Secretary

Enclosure:

Letter to the President from '
Prime Minister Bustamante, dated July 19, 1966. 7 Qljjflz
>3

{
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JAMAICA HOUSE
KINGSTON 10, JAMAICA

July 19, 1966.

Lyndon B. Johnson, Esq.,
Presgident,

The United States of America,
The White House,

Washington D.C.

My dear President,

The United States ¢ '-erica threush some agency has been very
generous to a great portion of *‘l= world inglusive of Jamaica — only to
some extent to Jamaica, of coursz, in supplyinz food for the indigent for
which the Jamaica Government is wost grateful.

Our friendship, particularly mine who lived in the United States
for many years, is a genuine one. It is not based on any kind of help that
the United States may or may not afford Jamaica. :

It has come to my certain knowledge that it is proposed to cut
off the supdly of food which is now being made to approximately forty thousand
families,; because it is said that the food is not being properly distridbuted,
and the Jamaica Government has heen advised by the State Department that this
will be done gradually.

I take a profoundly di% view of this decision to a friendly country
as Jamaica is, and I deem it my duty to advise you. I regard this action as
unfriendly and I wish to have the decision reconsidered with a view to having
the supply to Jamaica continue.

Believe me, that whatever action might be taken to cut off this
supply will not affect my good feeling for your Government.

Good luck and good health.

Yours sincerel, N
N v ,,ﬁy’ e
LS % 7N N

R N
> . . \

PRIME MINISTER.

P.S. I have asked our Ambassador to deliver this letter to you.

.l”)
AL
W5
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OUTGOING TELEGRAM Department of State Y
R |
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE-BIS¥&
50
&'¢ ACTION: AnFmbassy RKINGSTON 232 Mz 2d | 20 PH 66
3 LIMDIS .
Please deliver following messasge dated March 23
to Acting Prime Minister Sangster from the President:
QUOTE:
Dear Mr., Prime Minister!
Your thoughtful letter regarding the
tragic hotel fire in Kingston last month both
gsaddened and pleased me. I regret the loss
caused by the fire. At the same time I am
very glad that our men on the USS Johnston and
the USS Suribachi were able to work alongside
your firemen in preventing the destruction
from being more extensive.
I am grateful to you for taking the time
from your busy schedule to write to me about
this incident. I am sending your letter to
Secretary of Defense McNamara so that he can
Drabted by: ' Tel. Ext. Telegraphic tronsmission and
-rexmm ceived from WH dusitication soproved br -~ 3/S = Herbexrt Thompson

. REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY 1S
Lnﬂmmcm USE- PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED”
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 23, 1966

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

Your thoughtful letter regarding the tragic hotel
fire in Kingston last month both saddened and
pleased me. Iregret the loss caused by the
fire. At the same time I am very glad that our
men on the USS Johnston and the USS Suribachi
were able to work alongside your firemen in
preventing the destruction from being more
extensive,

I am grateful to you for taking the time from your
busy schedule to write to me about this incident.
I am sending your letter to Secretary of Defense
McNamara so that he can convey to the captains
and crews of the two ships your very generous
words on their action.

incerely,

The Honorable

Donald B. Sangster

Acting Prime Minister
of Jamaica

Kingston.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 23, 1966

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

Your thoughtful letter regarding the tragic hotel
fire in Kingston last month both saddened and
pleased me. I regret the loss caused by the
fire. At the same time I am very glad that our
men on the USS Johnston and the USS Suribachi
were able to work alongside your firemen in
preventing the destruction from being more
extensive.

I am grateful to you for taking the time from your
busy schedule to write to me about this incident,
I am sending your letter to Secretary of Defense
McNamara so that he can convey to the captains
and crews of the two ships your very generous
words on their action.

incerely,

The Honorable

Donald B. Sangster

Acting Prime Minister
of Jamaica

Kingston.

\Sﬁ
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 23, 1966
Dear Bob:

It is always a great personal pleasure to hear of
the gallantry of our service men whether on the
field of battle or on humanitarian missions.

Acting Prime Minister Sangster of Jamaica has
written me about the gallant help given by the
men of the USS Johnston and the USS Suribachi
in fighting a serious fire in downtown Kingston
last month. I am enclosing a copy of his letter,

I request that you convey to Commander John T.
Mingo and Captain D. B. Harris, and through
them to the officers and men of the two ships,
the Prime Minister's generous words of appre=-
ciation. I also want them to know how proud and
grateful I am.

Sincerely,

Honorable Robert S. McNamara
Secretary of Defense
Washington.,

Enclosure

GT ¥ St




August 25, 1966

Leay Lir. Prime Minister:

The Presldent and I are grateiul for your
&xd "Irs. Bustamante's good wisiicas on the
wedding of our daughter, Luc., (o Patrick John
Nugda.. We deeply appreciate your friendly
aad thoughilul greciiz; on this occasion which

esas 80 much to us.

&incerely,

Mrs. Lyndon B. Johnson

Tie Rizlt Honorable

Sir William Alexander Bustamante
Prime Minister and Minister of
External Af{fairs of Jumaica
Kingston

State Dept. Draft:pm



C-PARTMENT OF STATE
WASHINGTON

August 11, 1966

b Ol

ME: QANDUM FOR MR LR We. ROSTOW
THE WHITE HOYSE

Subject: Telegram to the President from
Sir Alexander Bustamante,
Prime Minister of Jamaica

In response to Mr. Bromley Smith's memorandum
of August 10 transmitting a copy of a telegram to
the President from the Prime Minister of Jamaica
congratulating the President on the marriage of
his daughter, the Department recommends that the
enclosed reply be made.

P

,/_2 {
\——B2n] amin B ﬁaa‘d\

xecutive Secretary

Enclosures:
1. Copy of Telegram.

2, Suggested reply.

L& Y6
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SIR ALEXANDER Lli)h.!:! ITE PRIME MINISTER JAMAICA.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 18, 1966

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

I appreciate the frankness with which you have written

me concerning our Food for Peace Program in Jamaica.

As was explained to your Acting Prime Minister when
he was in Washington last month, increasing world
demands for food have sharply reduced our existing
food surplus. In order that adequate assistance may
be made available to programs benefiting the children
of the world, the group most vulnerable to malnutrition
and most dependent on the help of others, we have made
a decision to give lowest priority to family feeding type
programs. This policy is being applied world-wide.
As you point out in your letter, the shift from a family
feeding program to assistance to children in Jamaica
will take place gradually so as not to cause undue hard-
ships.

I understand that representatives of our two countries
have already discussed the possibility of expanding the
school luncheon.and maternal child welfare programs.
We would be pleased to consider proposals for additional
commodity assistance for programs of this type. If we
can agree on such proposals there is no reason why the
existing level of food commodity assistance to Jamaica
cannot continue and possibly expand.

Again, Mr. Prime Minister, I thank you for the confidence

with which you have written me. It is a measure of the

deep and long-standing good-will which exists between our

two countries.

o
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I send you best wishes for your continued good health
and happiness.

Sincerely,

' The Right Honorable

Sir William Alexander Bustamente

Prime Minister and Minister of External Affairs
of Jamaica :

Kingston.




JAMAICA HOUSE
KINGSTON 10, JAMAICA

July 19, 1966.

Lyndon B. Johnson, Esq.,
President,

The United States of America,
The White House,

Washington D.C.

My dear President,

The United States of America through some agency has been very
generous to a great portion of the world inclusive of Jamaica - only to
some extent to Jamaica, of course, in supplying food for the indigent for
which the Jamaica Government is most grateful.

Our friendship, particularly mine who lived in the United States
for many years, is a genuine one. It is not based on any kind of help that
the United States may or may not afford Jamaica.

It has come to my certain knowledge that it is proposed to cut
off the supply of food which is now being made to approximately forty thousand
families, because it is said that the food is not being properly distributed,
and the Jamaica Government has been advised by the State Department that this
will be done gradually.

I take a profoundly dim view of thie decision to a friendly country
as Jamaica is, and I deem it my duty to advise you. I regard this action as
unfriendly and I wish to have the decision reconsidered with a view to having
the supply to Jamaica continue.

Believe me, that whatever aotion might be taken to cut off this
supply will not affect my good feeling for your Government.

Good luck and good health.

— = _‘“ -

KEA,LﬁJQ\“ﬁ,\ﬁx:\giigl
PRIME MIFISTER.

<H*Yours‘sinqprely, {

P.S. I have asked our Ambassador to deliver this letter to you.

y ]
{ { —
(\ .
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Lyndon B. Johnson, Eeq.,
President,

The United States of America,
The White House,

WASHINGTON D.C.
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KING'S HOUSE

JAMAICA
13th July, 1966.

Dear President,

Please accept my sincere thanks for the photo-
graphs of the Moon which you so kindly sent to me through
your Embassy in Jamaica. This 1s & "fine gesture" of
friendship and co-operation,

During the present decade, science has made
rapid progress and the United States of America have done
much in research to accomplish this achievement,

Humanity stands to be benefited by the breaking
into of the vast untapped store-houses of knowledge.

Yours sincerely, ,

-~

—— i

President Johnson,



President Johnson,
The White House,
WASHINGTON,

U. S, A,




OUTGOING TELEGRAM Department of State 18851 \Y

INDICATE: [] cottecr *

D;"“m to THE WHITE HOUSE
SEI Si ]2 u f F.!:l :Ek‘

o ACTION: To Be Sent July 31, 1966

CER USIA Do Not Release Before August 1.

ssS STATE

G

ARA HIS EXCELLENCY

EUR

P SIR CLIFFORD C. CAMPBELL, G.C.M.G.,

ESCIA GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF JAMAICA,

SSC KINGSTON.

On the occasion of this anniversary of the independence
of Jamaica it gives me great pleasure, on behalf of the
people of the United States and my own behalf, to send to
you and through you to the people of Jamaica sincere good
wishes and assurances of our warm friemdship. May the
ties of mutual trust and understanding between our two

countries be strengthened from year to year.

LYNDON B. JOHNSON

L2, {7z {%
s/c%“ﬁ';firichofs:pr 7/25/66 £2008) | o S oo AR S RS T
LA;E:R Hr, Kanline P-for info. S/S<C = Mrs. Denham
WHITE HOUSE CONCURRENCE NOT wz:czggin;f
IINCLASSTIFIED

- FORM



OUTGOING TELEGRAM Department of State 15890

INDICATE: [ coutecr

2

S UNCLASSIFIED
45 Qe
Srias ACTION. AmEmbassy, KINGSTON. il 12 15 Fii '6b
CPR _

Info:

SS

G
ARA
,_*__ngéfﬁt

smate | 5890

FYI following message will be sent direct via
comnercial chamnnels to Governor-General, August 1.
"On the occasion of this amniversary of the independence
of Jamaica it gives me great pleasure, on behalf of the
people of the United States and my own behalf; to send to
you and through you to the people of Jamaica sincere good
wishes and assurances of our warm friéndship. May the
ties of mutual trust and understanding between our two
countries be strengthened from year to year. LYNDON B.
JOHNSON"' O |

Department will release upon confirmation of receipt

unless objection perceived.

RU Sk

. er /e

S/CPDrﬁ";.dﬁﬁiChO].SJ: pr 7/25/66 Tildba Telegraphic iransmission and JameS W. Sy'mington

classification approved by: Chief Of PrOtOCOI

rances:

FORM
e [15:322

LA/CAR - Mr. Ranline S/S-C - Mrs. Denham
ARA - Mr. BX¥EE Asencio " S§/S -
WHITE HOUSE CONCURRENCE NOT NECESSARY

UNCLASSIFIED



EMBASSYg JAMAICA
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S = z§ Th bQ f . . .
gs 2 2o e Ambassador of Jamaica presents his compliments to the
= 0
O R Nen
i3 (519
e . >
Eé %chng Sérerary of State and has the honour to request that the following
R -
o & <

message from the Acting Prime Minister of Jamaica be conveyed to the
President of the United States:

"On behalf of the Government and People of Jamaica

| have great pleasure to extend to you my sincere con-
gratulations on the anniversary of your Independence.
"I take this opportunity to express best wishes for the
continued well being of the people of the United States

and for cordial relations between our two countries."
The Ambassador of Jamaica avails himsel f of the opportunity
to renew to the Acting Secretary of State the assurances of his highest

consideration.

4 16384

Embassy of Jamaica
Washington, D.C.

6th July, 1966.

S

ACTION
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WASHINGTON
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OUTGOING TELEGRAM Department of State

INDICATE: [ coitect LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

[ cHARGE TO
INCECSSERTED
85

\
04237 4 -_

Origin JuL B ? 29 EH ’BB
ARA ACTION:  Apembassy KINGSTON

Infor

f;s STATE ‘7’;2_3 7

P
USIA SUBJECT: Fourth of July Message

NSC

CEE 1. Following text of 4 of July message from GOJ to President:

?U%°Mbasaador of Jamaica presents his compliments to the
Acting Secretary of State and has the honor to request that:
the following message from the Acting Prime Minister of
Jamaica be conveyed to the President of the United States of

America on behalf of the government and people of Jamaica.

INNERQUOTE,
/I have great pleasure to extend to you my sincere congratula-

%% tions on the anniversary of your independence.

I take this opportunity to express best wishes for the
.continued well-being of the people of the United States

INNERQUOTE.
and for cordial relations between our two countries. END/

The Ambassador takes this opportunity to renew to the Acting

e Secretary of State the assurance of his highest consideration.

+  Dralted byr Tel. Ext, Telegraphic transmission and

XXXX UNQUOTE.
‘1 J4l 6457 demifcwion wooved b ARA/CGAR - C, D, Green J‘7

s/s-8 - RHAlsdorf,QH'P( ARA - Miss En:zafgf"% .
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
IRICEARSIRITD

CEes DS-322



Kingsten

4 of. telegram to. o
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

Pﬁge

| * 2, Following reply should be conveyed to the Acting Prime Minister:

QUOTE. On behalf 9§,our people and Govermment, I thank you for your
good wishes on Eiézl Oth anniversary of the 1ndepenaence of the
United States of.America.
Sincerely,
Lyndon B. Johnson UNQUOTE,
3. The White House does not plan to release this reply but has no

objection if the GOJ wishes to do so.

END

BALL
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE r}\/
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT

July 2, 1966

FOR: Mr. Walt W. Rostow
The White House

FRO enjamin H. Read
Executive Secretary

Enclosed is a congratulatory
4th of July message from the Acting
Prime Minister of Jamaica to the
President. This message was
telephoned to the Department by the
Jamaican Embassy for transmission
to the White House.

Enclosure:

Message from the Acting
Prime Minister of Jamaica.
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TR ARNADN ] P B m oy . /‘: e I
oG TREGRAL Department of State D,
INDICATE: J coltecr ' / .
SRR LIMITED OFFICIAL UST-EEETIH
(
lofa)
o ACTION: - | - A
s3 AuEgbagsy KINGSION 23 2 M2 1 28 P66
info:

LIMDIS
Please deliver following magssge dated March 23

to Acting Prime Minister Sengster from the President:
QUITE:
Degr Mr. Prime HMinister!

Your thoughtful letter regarding the
tragic hotzl fire inm Kingston last month both
saddened and pleased me. I regret the logs
caugsed byzx the fire, At the game time I am
very glad that our men on the USS Johnston and
the USS Suribachi were able to work alongside
your firemen in preventing the destructicn
from being more extensive.

I am grateful to you for taking the time
from your busy schedule to write LO e asbul
this incident. I am sending your letter to

Secretary of Defense McNamara szo that he can

Draited by: . Toh. Eut. | Telegraphic transmission and R
Text received from WH dassication sooroved bys - 3/S « Herbert Thompeon
Clearances:
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
LIMITED.ORRICTAL USE- PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED”
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2 AmEmbassy KINGSTON

Page of telegram to

LIMITED OFFICIAL USEZTIINIIX

convey to the captains and crews of the two
ghips your very generous words om their actions.

Sincerely,

LYNOON B. JOLXSON

URQUITE

Signed original being pouched.

RUSK

LIDMITED OFFICIAL USE=UZISEX
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 23, 1966
Dear Bob:

It is always a great personal pleasure to hear of
the gallantry of our service men whether on the
field of battle or on humanitarian missions.

Acting Prime Minister Sangster of Jamaica has
written me about the gallant help given by the
men of the USS Johnston and the USS Suribachi
in fighting a serious fire in downtown Kingston
last month. I am enclosing a copy of his letter.

I request that you convey to Commander John T.
Mingo and Captain D. B. Harris, and through
them to the officers and men of the two ships,
the Prime Minister's generous words of appre-
ciation. I also want them to know how proud and

grateful I am.
Sincerely, d

-

Honorable Robert S, McNamara
Secretary of Defense
Washington.

Enclosure
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 23, 1966

Dear Mr. Prime Minister:

Your thoughtful letter regarding the tragic hotel
fire in Kingston last month both saddened and
pleased me., I regret the loss caused by the
fire., At the same time I am very glad that our
men on the USS Johnston and the USS Suribachi
were able to work alongside your firemen in
preventing the destruction from being more
extensive,

I am grateful to you for taking the time from your
busy schedule to write to me about this incident.
I am sending your letter to Secretary of Defense
McNamara so that he can convey to the captains
and crews of the two ships your very generous
words on their action.

incerely,

The Honorable

Donald B. Sangster

Acting Prime Minister
of Jamaica

Kingston.

e e

.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 23, 1966
Dear Bob:

It is always a great personal pleasure to hear of
the gallantry of our service men whether on the
field of battle or on humanitarian missions.

Acting Prime Minister Sangster of Jamaica has
written me about the gallant help given by the
men of the USS Johnston and the USS Suribachi
in fighting a serious fire in downtown Kingston
last month. I am enclosing a copy of his letter,

I request that you convey to Commander John T,
Mingo and Captain D. B. Harris, and through
them to the officers and men of the two ships,
the Prime Minister!s generous words of appre-
ciation. I also want them to know how proud and
grateful I am,

Sincerely,

Honorable Robert S. McNamara
Secretary of Defense
Washington.,

Enclosure

S
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