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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 18, 1966 

... 

Dear Mr·. Prime Minister: 

I appreciate the frankness with which you have written 
. _me concerning our Food for Peace Program in Jamaica. 

As was explained to your Acting Prime Minister when 
he was in Washington last month, increasing world 
demands for food have sharply reduced our existing 
food surplus. In order that adequate assistance may 
be made available to programs benefiting the children 
of the world, the group most vulnerable to malnutrition. 
and most dependent on the help of others, we have made 
a decision to give lowest priority to family feeding type 
programs. This policy is being applied world-wide. 
As you point out in your letter, the shift from a family 
feeding program to assistance to children in Jamaica 
will take place gradually so as not to cause undue hard­
ships. 

I understand that representatives of our two countries 
have already discussed the possibility of expanding the 
school luncheon.and maternal child welfare programs. 
We would be pleased to consider proposals for additional 
commodity assistance for programs of this type. If we 
can agree on such proposals, there is no reason why the 
existing level .of food commodity assistance to Jamaica 
cannot continue and possibly expand. 

Again, Mr. Prime Minister, I t~nk you for the confidence 
with wh.ich you have written me. It is a measure of the 
deep and long-staming good-will which exists between our 
two countries. 

I • 



-Z-

I send you best wishe ■ for your continued good health 
and happiness. 

Sincerely, 

• 

The Right Honorable 
Sir William Alexander 
Prime Minister and Minister of External Affairs 

of Jamaica 
Kingston. 

A 

Bustam,e'nte 



MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Wednesday - August 17, 1966 - 5:00 p. m. 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ACTION 

SUBJECT: Letter from Jamaican Prime Minister 

Jamaican Prime Minister Bustamente has written you complaining 
about the shift in our Food for Peace Program from indigent family 
fe'eding to programs benefitting children (Tab B). 

The reasons for the shift are: 

the indigent feeding program in Jamaica has not gone well from 
the beginning due to Jamaican politics and poor Jamaican admin­
istration support. 

we are shifting on a world-wide bas is away from indigent &eding 
to programs more specifically directed at helping children. 

The shift in Jamaica is to be made over an 18-24 month period so as 
to cushion its efforts. We are prepared to increase school lunch and 
material child welfare programs so that there need be no net decrease 
in food assistance. 

All of this was explained to Acting Prime Minister Sangster when he was 
in Washington early last month. 

The attached suggested reply (Tab A) goes over the same ground reviewed 
with Sangster. 

I recommend that you sign the letter. 

l,J"Zt~ 
William G. Bowdler 

~ ~ 
Attachments 

Tabs A & B. 



Copy of Original JAMAICA HOUSE 
Kingston 10, Jamaica 

July 19, 1966 

4 £ ~ ........................... 
Lyndon B. Johnson, Esq. , 

~. 

President, ~~L-
The United States of America, 
The White House, 
Washington, D. C 

My dear President, 

The United States of America through some agency has been very 
generous to a great portion of the world inclusive of Jamaica - only to 
some extent to Jamaica, of course, in supplying food for the indigent for 
which the Jamaica Government is more grate£ ul. 

Our friendship, particularly mine who lived i11 the United States 
for many years, is a genuine one. It is not based on any kind of help that 
the United States may or may not afford Jamaica. 

It has come to my certain knowledge that it is proposed to cut 
off the supply of food which is now being made to approximately forty thousand 
families, because it is said that the food is not being properly distributed, 
and the Jamaica Government has been advised by the State Department that this 
will be done gradually. 

I take a profoundly dim view of this decision to a friendly country 
as Jamaica is, and I deem it my duty to advise you. I regard this action as 
unfriendly and I wish to have the decision reconsidered with a view to having 
the supply to Jamaica continue. 

Believe me, that whatever action might be taken to cut off this 
supply will not affect my good feeling for your Government. 

Good luck and good health. 

Yours sincerely, 

/signed/ A. Bustamente 

PRIME MINISTER. 

P. S. I have asked our Ambassador to deliver this letter to you. 

/ initialled/ AB 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

August 11, 1966 

12381 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter to the President from 
Prime Minister Bustamante of 
Jamaica, dated July 19, 1966 

In my memorandum of August 6 on the same sub­
ject, it was stated that the Department had queried 
Embassy Kingston for its recorrnnendations for an ap­
propriate reply to the Prime Minister. These have 
now been received and a suggested reply from the 
President to the Prime Minister is enclosed. 

) ~n H. ReadD .t.xecucive Secretary 

Enclosures: 

1. Suggested draft reply. 

Copy of letter from Prime Minister 
Bustamante. 

C-:2=~~-



1960.UG 12 P1~ 12 5 5 



SUGGESTEDPRESIDENTIAL REPLY 

Dear Mro Prime Minister: 

Ihai'lt yea £01 yet.tr u.f:aasra u«l f't&zu, :Letter of J 17; ,, 

regard;, ,i 1:1, II • 1 S tubed I sod £02 Peace Pi.sg2arn in a,8:lM.Ra. 

,en t tJ I! ••epss=ts t=bat yen hw.,a ••••i: e!l 1:!lta:t!l•••• 1 e ,Ji s--

e ene i.flM:■ !l. 

~~I~
As yo~ ]a;w) increasing world demands f~r food have PeeuiteEi 

./1...l ..l ~- ~ .,._ 
i& :fi:Ail e·1 iroinat:i.011 8f t'he pre'.d:,ntsly"existing food surplus. 4!f 

the ~nitc1 Siaoea. In order that adequate assistance may be made 

available to programs benefiting the children of the world, the 

group most vulnerable to malnutrition and most dependent on the 
~ "'-~ 

help of others, my ge, OH& • t aes made a decision to give lowest 

priority to family feeding type programs. This policy is being 

applied world-wide. As you pointed out, in Jamaica the shift 

from a family feeding program to assistance to children will take 

place gradually so as not to cause undue hardships. 

I understand that iR diacussiefts eea,eerr representatives of 
~ ~ ~t..:..,._,~ ~ .. --!)_~.A. 

Jamai Qa aaa t:he t1Hlted 'SLBI! s~e possibi ity hao se011 l:"aieeel of 

expanding the school luncheon and maternal child welfare programs. 
/v'-'°~o,.~ /~ a~·l,n-.~ 

We would be pleased to consider prm1isisft e£~cormnodity assistance 
to I R 

The Right Honorable 
Sir William Alexander Bustamante, 

Prime Minister and Minister of External Affairs 
of Jamaica, Kingston. 

https://a,8:lM.Ra
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~~· 1, ---"'r · 
'.;l'4s,e / , : F » ._ • I/:_auek espa111:l.on1 1bo1i1ld this be prepeaaJ:. 

µ 11t1tt!!t1.allyagteeable p:rogtams of Lhia aature 
U.,..--.A. ~ ,?,t..JI> ,.,,,.~ .,_ ~ 'J µ..,_ 

~rcx• ~ tae~existing level of food commodity assistance 
~r1-

QOtth:l continue and possibly expand. 

•• f•• es de 

I 
r { t r• \ 

V 

IR thi:a .,...,11, 

ailPa ae'i'eleped, 

to Jamaica ?/z::r5'.:'Zt• 

4-l law roe to rea ff1 rai tae aaep ,n,a iot,g a tauding ~•eaw!i:-11 

which exiats betwea11 ew.• t.-we eet1&tJi'iLea aad to express m;y 

warmest wiabea for yeu• good h@atctt and happlneas. 

Sincerely, 

.. 
a ,t 
x;;::;;l ,4 , 

~-¥.1, w .-w~ / r 
r.., It.A r,.1~ ;,,., fo~/'~, 

,,_-------

I 
I 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

12J.84 
August 6, 1966 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter to the President from 
Prime Minister Bustamante, 
dated July 19, 1966 

The Department has asked our Embassy in Kingston 
for any background information and comments on the 
points raised in Prime Minister Bustamante's letter, 
delivered to the Department on August 2, and for 
recommendations regarding a reply. 

The Department's recommended reply will be 
forwarded as soon as our Embassy's views have been 
received. 

r _(~ (!. l..l~~.~ 
Benjarrtfn H. Read 

Executive Secretary 

Enclosure: 

Prime Minister Bustamante's letter 
to the President dated July 19. 





..2C.9z., 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

August 3, 1966 
11982 

IN REPLY REFER T01 

MEMORANDUMFOR MR. WALT W. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

Subject: Letter to the President from 
Prime Minister Bustamante, 
dated July 19, 1966 

There is enclosed a letter to the President 
from Sir Alexander Bustamante, Prime Minister of 
Jamaica which was delivered to the De artment on 
August 2 by the Jamaican Embass 

The Department's reconnnendation as to a reply 
will follow. 

Benjamin 
Executi.ve 

Enclosure: 

Letter to the President from 
Prime Minister Bustamante, dated July 19, 19660 

https://Executi.ve


JAMAICA HOUSE 
KINGSTON tO, JAMAICA 

July 19, 1966. 

Lyndon B. Johnson, Esq., 
President, 
1.Phe United States of America, 
The White House, 
Washington D.C. 

My dear President, 

The United States e:,.. 1.·•:o~i,-;.~ t~i"t'<>1.1tf·1some agency has been very 
eenerous to a sreat portion of ,__b-. world i.ncl;v:;ive of Jamaica - only to 
some extent to Jamaica, of cou1•·'l•=, in sn2;ol;J"in;3 food for the indigent for 
which the Jamaica Government lij rjic>t,'t cN:br4:f'µl. 

O\lr friendship, pa.r.-t1c11larly mine who lived in the United States 
for many years, is a genuine ~r.!e• ft 'J.J ~Oi based on any kind of' help that 
the United States may or may l'JJ.rt 1l'f'tor..il;i'mn,f).-ica. 

It has come to my cer·ta.in knm-tledge that it is proposed to cut 
off the supply of food which is now beinD mad.~ to approximately forty thousand 
families, because it is said that the food is not being properly distributed, 
and the Jamaica Government has been advised by the State Department·that this 
will be done gradually. 

I take a profoundly di~ view of this decision to a friendly country 
as Jamaica is, and I deem it my duty to advise you. I regard this action as 
unfriendly and I wish to have the decision reconsidered with a view to having 
the supply to Jamaica continue. 

Believe me, that whate~ter action mieht be ta.ken to cut off this 
supply will not affect my good feeling for your Government. 

Good luck and good health. 

~Yours_ sincerely, 
\ l . ·, \"· 
.,_)\._, \·_,__.· '\~I 

PRIME MINISTER. 

P.s. I have asked our Ambassador to deliver this letter to you. 

~'le 

https://cer�ta.in
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OUTGOING Department:rELEGRAM of State - 'yINDICATE: 0 COLLfCT 
OCHAIGI TO LIMITED.OFFICIALUSE-~ 

f'o 
Origin .sr ACTION: Am&nbaaayKINGSTON MAR2Ll i 3aPH'66 
'""'' LIMDIS 

Please deliver following message dated March 23 

to Acting Prime Minister Sangster from the Pre ident: 

QOOTE: 

Dear Mr. Prime Ministert 

Your thoughtful letter regarding the 

tragic hot 1 fire in Kingston last month both 

saddened and pleased me. I regret the loss 

caused by* the fire. At the iame time I am 

very glad that our men on the USS Johnston and 

the USS Suribachi were able to work alongside 

your firemen in preventing the destruction 

from being more extenaive. 

I am grateful to you for taking the time 

from your busy schedule to write to e 

this incident. I am •ending your letter to 

Secretary of Defense McNamara so that he c n 

0..-... i,y, Tel. bt. , .... ,apl,I, ....... ,..,.. .... , 

clauillclllon _,.,v,,d by,Text received from WR 

REPRODUCTIONfROM THlS COPY IS 

LDIITEYfiCIAL USE.:, PROHIBITEDUNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 



Page 2 of telegram to Am&nbasayKINGSTON 

LIMITED OFFICIA£ USE~ 

1, 

convey to the captains and crews of the two 

ships your very generous words on their actions. 

Sincerely, 

LYHDON B. JOHNSON 

UNQOOTE 

Signed original being pouched. 

R SK. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE~ 



I, •. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 2.3, 1966 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

Your thoughtful letter regarding the tragic hotel 
fire in Kingston last month both saddened and 
pleased me. I regret the loss caused by the 
fire. At the same time I am very glad that our 
men on the USS Johnston and the USS Suribachi 
were able to work alongside your firemen in 
preventing the destruction from being more 
extensive. 

I am grateful to you for taking the time from your 
busy schedule to write to me about thls lncldent. 
I am sending your letter to Secretary of Defense • 
McNamara so that he_ can convey to the captains 
and crews of the two ships your very generous 
words on their action. 

The Honorable 
Donald B. Sangster 
Acting Prime Minister 

of Jamaica 
Kingston. 

' J 

'. 

. \ 

,, 

'I 

,. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 23, 1966 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

Your thoughtful letter regarding the tragic hotel 
fire in Kingston last month both saddened and 
pleased me. I regret the loss caused by the 
fire. At the same time I am very glad that our 
men on the USS Johnston and the USS Suribachi 
were able to work alongside your firemen in 
preventing the destruction from being more 
extensive. 

I am grateful to you for taking the time from your 
busy schedule to write to me about this incident. 
I am sending your letter to Secretary of Defense 
McNamara so that he can convey to the captains 
and crews of the two ships your very generous 
words on their action. 

The Honorable 
Donald B. Sangster 

.. Acting Prime Minister 
of Jamaica 

Kingston. 

,· 
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ffe. 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 23, 1966 
1 

,IDear Bob: 

It is always a great personal pleasure to hear of 
the gallantry of our service men whether on the 
field of battle or on humanitarian missions. 

Acting Prime Minister Sangster of Jamaica has 
written me about the gallant help given by the 
men of the USS Johnston and the USS Suribachi 
in fighting a serious fire in downtown Kingston 

I• •last month. I am enclosing a copy of his letter. 

I request that you convey to Commander John T. I' 
Mingo and Captain D. B. Harris, and through 
them to the officers and men of the two ships, 
the Prime Minister's generous words of appre­
ciation. I also want them to know how proud and 
grateful I am. 

Honorable Robert s. McNamara . :·./ 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington.· 

EnclosureI 
,, .·! 

,· 
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~. st zs. 1966 

i:1.a. "J:.-!r. Primo Minister: 

71::.e President and l are grateful for your 

a:1d ·~r:::s. l3u.stama.nte•a good wishciB on the 

wedding of our daughter. Lu•::~. to Patrick John. 

Nu.i;:.c:.. We deep y appreciate your friendly 

Mra. Lyndon B. JohnaoA 

•rL.e l"'igut Honorable 
Sir ~-illiam Alexander Bustamante 
.Prime ~. .Unister and Minister o! 
Ex.terna.1Af!alra of· J~maica 
Kingston State Dept. _Draft: pm 



D=-PARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

August 11, 1966
12373 

~o)µlf 

MEl--:1ANDUM FOR MR. ROSTOW 
THE WHITE 

Subject: Telegram to the President from 
Sir Alexander Bustamante, 
Prime Minister of Jamaica 

In response to Mr. Bromley Smith's memorandum 
of August 10 transmitting a copy of a telegram to 
the President from the Prime Minister of Jamaica 
congratulating the President on the marriage of 
his daughter, the Department ;--ecommends that the 
enclosed reply be made. 

'.~~ 

PBtfujam~~ 
xecutive Secretary 

Enclosures: 

1. Copy of Telegram. 

2. Suggested reply. 
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CD F KIN3STONJA VIA WUI 9 1143 

THE PRESIDENT .. ... 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

ON ·THE OCCASION OF THE MARRIAGEOF YOUR LOVELY DAUGHTER LUCI 

MY WIFE AND I EXTEND WARMEST GOOD WISHES FOR THEIR LIFELONG 

HAPPINESS STOP PLEASE ACCEPT PERSONAL AND WARM REGARDS FOR 

"l'OURSELF LADY BIRD AND LYNDA 

SIR ALEXANDER BUTAMANTE PRIME MINISTER JAMAICA. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Augu•t 18, 1966 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

I appreciate the frankness 
_me concerning our Food 

with which you have written 
for Peace Program in Jamaica. 

As was explained to your Acting Prime Minister when 
he was in Washington last month, increasing world 
demands for food have sharply reduced our existing 
food surplus. In order that adequate assistance may 
be made available to programs benefiting the children 
of the world, the group most vulnerable to malnutrition 
and most dependent on the help of others, we have made 
a decision to give lowest priority to family feeding type 
programs. This policy is being applied world-wide. 
As you point out in your letter, the shift from a family 
feeding program to assistance to children in Jamaica 
will take place gradually so as not to cause undue hard­
ships. 

i. 

.... 
. 'I 

I understand that representatives of our two countries 
have already discussed the possibility of expanding the 
scho.ol luncheon.and maternal child welfare programs. 
We would be pleased to consider proposals for additional 
commodity assistance for programs of this type. If we 
can agree on such proposals, there is no reason why the 
existing level .of food commodity assistance to Jamaica 
cannot continue and possibly expand. 

., 

Again, Mr. Prime Minister, I t~nk you for the confidence 
with which you have written me. It is a measure of the 
deep and long-sta:miing good-will which exists between our 
two countries. 

J.---"'·· ... •• - ..,,...,...-... 
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I send you best 
and happiness. 

wishes for your continued 

Sincerely,· 

good health 

• 

The Right Honorable 
Sir William Alexander Bustamente 
Prime Minister and Minister of External Affairs 

of Jamaica 
Kingston . 

.. _, 
I. 

,· 

I --•-•• 

I 



JAMAICA HOUSE 
KINGSTON 10, JAMAICA 

July 19, 1966. 

Lyndon B. Johnson, Esq., 
President, 
The United States of America, 
The White House , 
Washington D.C. 

'Mydear President, 

The United States of America through some agency has been very 
generous to a great portion of the world inclusive of Jamaica - only to 
some extent to Jamaica, of course, in supplying food for the indigent for 
which the Jamaica Government is most grateful. 

Our friendship, particularly mine who lived in the United States 
for many years, is a genuine one. It is not based on any kind of help that 
the United States may or may not afford Jamaica. 

It has oome to my certain knowledge that it is proposed to cut 
off the supply of food which is now being made to approximately forty thousand 
families, because it is said that the food is not being properly distributed, 
and the Jamaica Government has been advised by the State Department that this 
will be done gradually. 

I take a profoundly dim view of this decision to a friendly country 
as Jamaica is, and I deem it my duty to advise you. I regard this action as 
unfriendly and I wish to have the decision reconsidered with a view to having 
the supply to Jamaica continue. 

Believe me, that whatever action might be taken to cut off this 
supply will not affect my good feeling for your Government. 

Good luck and good health. 

('i=1.sinoer 

PRIME MINISTER. 

P.S. I have asked our Ambassador to deliver this 



Lyndon B. Johnson, Esq., 
President, 
The United States of America, 
The White House, 
WASHINGTOND.C. 





WA119 INTL FR 

CD KINGSTON JA VIA WUI 45 2 1600 

ETAT PRESIDENT JOHNSON 

THE WHITE HOUSE WASHDC 

GRATEFULFOR YOUR TELEGRAM AND_WITH ITS KIND EXPRESSIONS 

CONGRATULATIONSON JAMAICAS FOURTH OF INDEPENDENCE ANNIVERSARY STOP 

MAYOUR.COUNTRIESAND PEOPLES CONTINUE TO COOPERATE IN THE INTEREST 

OF PROSPERITY AND WORLD PEACE 

C CAMPBELL GOVERNOR-GENERALJAMAICA. 



KING'S HOUSE 

.JAMAICA 
13th July, 1966. 

Dear President, 

Please accept my sincere thanks for the photo­

graphs of the Moon which you so kindly sent to me through 

your Embassy in Jamaica. This is a "fine gesture" of 

friendship and co-operation. 

Du.ring the present decade, science has made 

rapid progress and the United States of America have done 

much in research to accomplish this achievement. 

Humanity stands to be benefited by the breaking 

into of the vast untapped store-houses of knowledge. 

Yours sincerely, 

President Johnson. 



President Johnson, 
The White House,
WASHINGTON, 
U. s. A. 
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OUTGOING Department 18851TELEGRAM of State 
INDICATE: 0 COLLECT • 
0 CHARGE TO THE WHITE HOUSE 

Origin ACTION: To Be Sent July 31, 1966 
CPR USIA Do Not Release Before August lo 

Into, 

ss STATE 
G 

HIS EXCELLENCYARA 
EUR 
p SIR CLIFFORD Ce CAMPBELL!)G .. CoMoGo !) 

USIA 
GOVERNOR=GENERAL 9OF JAMAICA. NSC 

SSC KINGSTONo 

On the occasion of this anniversary of the independence 

of Jamaica it gives me great pleasure, on behalf of the 

people of the United States and my own behalf, to send to 

you and through you to the p~ople of Jamaica sincere good 

wishes and assurances of our warm frifmdshipo May the 

ties of mutual trust and und~rstanding between our two 

countries be strengthened from Y'@arto yearo 

LYNDONBo JOHNSON 

c.,c .F, 
Dr,aftecl bys Tel. Ext. T•leSJQp.hic tran1mi11ion and James Wo Symington

S/CPR:LNichols~ r 7 /25/6 2008 clossilicotion opproved by, 

CINr■ ncesi 

LA/CAR - Mr .. Kanline p ... for info., S/S°C ... Mrs. Denham 
ABA. .... Mro ~seneio S/S -
WHITE HOUSE CONCURRENCENO? NECESSARY 

UNCLASSIFIED 



15890 ')OUTGOINGTELEGRAM of StateDepartment
INDICATE: 0 COLLECT 
0 CHARGE TO UNCLASSIFIED 

Origin 

45 
ACTION: .AmF;mhassy, KINGSTON. JUL27 1215 f'r)'66 

CPR 
Info, 

ss STATE l~Q 
G 
ARA FYI following message will be sent direct via 
p 

conmercial channels to Governor$General, August 1. 

"On the occasion of this anniversary of the independence 

of Jamaica it gives me great pleasure, on behalf of the 

people of the United States and my own behalf, to send to 

you and through you to the people of Jamaica sincere good 

wishes and assurances of our warm friendship. May the 

ties of uutual trust and understanding between our two 

countries be strengthened from year to year. LYNDONBo 

.JOHNSON'' 

Department will release upon confirmation of receipt 

unless objection perceived. 

T •legraphic tr1nsmi11ion ind James W. SymingtonS/CPRrLNichols:pr 7/25/66 2dfia
cleuification approved bys o ocol

LA/CAR'"'Mro Kanline s/s-c - Mrs. Denham 
ARAm Mro ~ Asencio • S/S -
WHITE HOUSE CONCURRENCENOTNECESSARY 

UNCLASSIFIED 



_ACTION 
is assigned toEMBASSY!!fJAMAICA 

WASHINGTON [ 

1U61J 
ti 
% 

2~ The Ambassador of Jamaica presents his compliments to thec:tm ,en
u,-
A::(/) 

~cting S~retary of State and has the honour to request that the fol lowing 
~ z 
~ < 
message from the Acting Prime Minister of Jamaica be conveyed to the 

President of the United States: 

"On behalf of the Government and People of Jamaica 

I have great pleasure to extend to you my sincere con­

gratulations on the anniversary of your Independence. 

111 take this opportunity to express best wishes for the ,..__ 
continued well being of the people of the United States 

and for cordial relations between our two countries. 11 

The Ambassador of Jamaica avails himself of the opportunity 

to renew to the Acting Secretary of State the assurances of his highest 

consideration. 

;Y#t 163.84 
Embassy of Jamaica 

Washington, D.C. 

6th July, 1966. 

{j) 

1-<J-tt 
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"'y.o4 2 3 7 1/.OUTGOING DepartmentTELEGRAM of State 
INDICATE:□ cower LIMITEDOFFT"IALUSE 
OCHAIGE TO JJ.# 

85 
JUL B 7 29 PM'66 

Orltin ACTION:ARA Amembassy KlNGS~ON 

~S STATE1'J-37 
p
USIA SUBJECT: Fourth of July Message 
NSC 
CPR 1. Following tekt of 4 of July message from GOJ to ?t-esident: 

QUOTEo
/ The Ambassador of J~maica present, his compliments to the 

Acting Secretary of State and has the honor to request that· 

the fo11owing message from the Acting Prime Minister of 

Jamaica be conveyed to the President of the United States of 

America on behalf of the govemment and people of Jamaica. 
INNERQUOTE. _ 
/I have great ple~sur~ to extend to you my sincere congratula-

ict tions on the anniversary of your independence. 

l take this opportunity to express best wishes ·£pr the 
\ 

.continued well-being of the people of the United States 
INNERQUOTE. 

and for cordial relations between our two countries. mm/ 

The Ambassador takes this opportunity, to renew to the Acting 

... Secretary of State the assurance of his highest consideration • 
I 

--::-::-:-:------..,.......c.,...----.._-'---'-j'---:"-:-:---r-::-:---:-:-----:----.........---~--------,,.-..------=--··,
Tolotr•hJc !ran..,.lalon ■ nd 

clauiflc.,ioa _,..vo4 by, D Green 

s/s-s - RHAlsdor~ ARA --- Mias Eltz~ _.· 
LIM?1'EDOFFJCIAL UBE 



• 2. Following reply should be conveyed to the Acting Prime Minister: 

QUOTEo On be~lf o~our people and Government, I thank you for your 
, ·11 ~ 7 ' ' 

good wishes on the l~Oth annivers•ry of the independence of the • 

United States of America. 

Sincerely, 

Lyndon B. Johnson UNQUOTE. 

lo The White House does not plan to release this rep1y but has no 

objection if the GOJwishes to de soo 

END 
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EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 

FOR: Mr. Walt 
The White 

FRO . 

Enclosed 

July 2, 1966 

Wo Rostow 
House 

min Ho Read 
tive Secretary 

is a congratulatory 
4th of July message from the Acting 
Prime Minister of Jamaica to the 
President. This message was 
telephoned to the Department by the 
Jamaican Embassy for transmission 
to the White House. 

Enclosure: 

Message from the Acting 
Prime Minister of Jamaica. 
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The following message was telephoned to the Department 
by the Jamaican Embassy. An idential message will be sent 
to the Department for delivery to the White House on Tuesday, 
July 5: 

"The Ambassador of Jamaica presents his compliments to 
the Acting Secretary of State and has the honor to request 
that the following message from the Acting Prime Minister 
of Jamaica be conveyed to the President of the United States 
of America on behalf of the government and people of Jamica: 

I have great pleasure to extend to you my sincere 
congratulations on the anniversary of your independence. 

I take this opportunity to express best wishes for 
the continued well-being of the people of the United 
States and for cordial relations between our two countries. 

The Ambassador takes this opportunity to renew to the 
Acting Secretary of State the assurance of his highest 
consideration." 
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Orlglft ACTION: AmEmbassy KINGSTON sr 
1,1101 

LIMDIS 

Pl~ase deliver following meo.eage d&ted March 23 

to Acting Prime Minister Sar.gster from the President: 

QUOTE: 

Dear Mr. Prime Miuiatert 

Your thoughtful letter regarding the 

tragic hot.,1!1 fire in Kingston last month both 

saddened and pleaoed me. I regret the loss 

c.=maed bys the fire. At the same time I em 

very glad tMt our men on the USS Johnston and 

the USS Suribachi were able to work alongside 

your firemen in preventing the destruction 

from being m~re extensive. 

! ~tl'l g'!C'.mteful to you for taking tht!' t1J~e 

this incidento I am sending your letter to 

Secretary of Defense McNamara so that he can 

Draftedby, Tel. bt, Telegraphic 1,u.,.luioft and 

Text received from WR clouilicolioft -ad by,.• S/S .. Herbert Thomptr:On 

REPRODUCTIONFROM THIS COPY IS 
PROHIBITEDUNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 





2 ftl t AmEmbassy KINGSTON age __ o e egram o,____ _;;...________________ _P 

LDUTED OFFICIAL USE~ 

convey to the captains and crews of the two 

ehips your very generous words on their actions. 

Sincerely, 

L YlIDON B. JOl;it~SON 

UNQUOTE 

Signed original being pouched. 

RUSK. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE~~,:i:..31{ 



-
~ ..:-

..... ' 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 2.3, 1966 

Dear Bob: 

It is al.ways a great personal. pleasure to hear of 
the gallantry of our service men whether on the 
field of battle or on humanitarian missions. 

Acting Prime Minister Sangster of Jamaica has 
written me about the gallant help given by the 
men of the USS Johnston and the USS Suribachi 
in fighting a serious fire in downtown Kingston 
last month. I am enclosing a copy of his letter. 

I request that you convey to Commander John T. 
Mingo and Captain D. B. Harris, and through 
them to the officers and men of the two ships, 
the Prime Minister's generous words of appre­
ciation. I al.so want them to know how proud and 
grateful I am. 

·- • j 

Honorable Robert S. McNamara 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington. 

I 
:, . .. 
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PRIME MlNISTER•S OFFICE, 

e.o. BOX 512, 

KINGSTON, 

JAMAICA, W.1. 

28th February, 1966 

Dear Mr, President, 

011 behalf of the Jamaica GoverI'll!le11t,I would' 

like to bring to your attention -the galla11t help .\,;rhich 

was .provided to our Jantaican Fire Brigade, by the navy men 

from the U .. S.S. "Jolmstonu and the u.s.s. nsuribachi''· 

Last evening in the business section- of downtown 

Kingston, we suffered a tragic fire which completely destroyed 

the Myrtle Bank Hotel. Had it not been for the quick a$sist­

ance which the Captains of both these vessels provi(.ied, a . 

.major section o.f downtown Kingston wo.uld pos.sibly have been 

devastated,. Through Coitmander John 'l'. Mingo and Captain 

D.B. Harris, the entire• fire fighting units .of both vessels 

voluntarily came to our assistance and their help cam1ot be 

over estimat.ed. 

As Commander in Chief of your country's armed 

forces., do accept, on behalf of the Jamaican Government., 

our heartfelt appreciation for this assistance. 

The President of the Un1;ted St.:ttes, 
The Whi.te House, 

Wasl1.i11gton D. C. , 

U.S.A. 

https://estimat.ed
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 23, 1966 

Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 

Your thoughtful letter regarding the tragic hotel 
fire in Kingston last month both saddened and 
pleased me. I regret the loss caused by the 
fire. At the same time I am very glad that our 
men on the USS Johnston and the USS Suribachi 
were able to work alongside your firemen in 
preventing the destruction from being more 
extensive. 

I am grateful to you for taking the time from your 
busy schedule to write to me about this incident. 
I am sending your letter to Secretary of Defense 
McNam.ara so that he_ can convey to the captains­
and crews of the two ships your very generous 
words on their action. 

The Honorable 
Donald B. Sangster 
Acting Prime Minister 

of Jamaica 
King~ton. 
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Mingo and Captain D. B. Harris, and through 
them to the officers and men of the two ships, 
the Prlme Minister•~ generous words of appre­
ciation. I also want them to know how proud and 
grateful I am. 

Honorable Robert S. McNamara 
Secretary of Defense 
Washington. 

Enclosure 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March Z3, 1966 

Dear Bob: 

It is always a great personal pleasure to hear of 
the gallantry of our service men whether on the 
field of battle or on humanitarian missions. 

Acting Prime Minister Sangster of Jamaica has 
written me about the gallant help given by the ·,·~ 
men of the USS Johnston and the USS Suribachi 
in fighting a serious fire in downtown Kingston 

l 
'1 

last month. I am enclosing a copy of his letter. ' '' ' 
I ·PI ~ • • .,

i ·; 
I request that you convey to Commander John T. i' ' ' 
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