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SUBJEC?: L\:.~cl-:.::on :vie-et:.:ig wi::: the :.:>::esidcnt, Ball, ~~cl~ar:!ara, 
l\.~cGcc:-ge Bu~dy, ~a.::,~~n. ~-..~oyc=s, a~d C<l.li.f'z..~o . 

McNa.m~ra. reviewed hls m.'.!mo;:~ndum of Sept.::::~--~b.;;;r 2.2, 1965, 
{attached) conceruing the need to :.::ic::-e<i:::e t::ie level of fo:-ce:; ::: 
Vietnam. He :::aid t::iat the crigin;;.l est:~.-:~;:;.t.;: of 175, 000 wo.~ ::.cw increased 
to 210, 000. The p:l."oposeC. 35, 000 L"lc:.:::!::..:..c ;.id :..-::.ot involve ::..."•Y inci·e;;.se 
in comb~t t=oo?s; they \"1c=e su·FJ?O:rt t=c~·?=. such as cor.:irr:w1ic:itions 
?Cr3ol"_..wicl <l.nd r~fugee relief U.4i"ts. Iv.:c~-~2.'!.~--.ar1 :equested an ir.:t~2.. im 
autho:h..:.tion. to gc to 195, 000 m~n at:...:':. ·::.;.:.~ic:.tcci. -~hz..t he v1ould b.:: back 
to the P:::~sicie1'-t about Novembe'!" 15 '.Vitb. u. requ~st fc:..· t:;.~ ~err..;:.LJ.inz \. 
15, OOC l:::.~::.. Tb.e ?:::esiclent cor."'....~entcd :!:.at it w;:..s a situ<..ticn i:..·. wi:ich ' Il1.e h<..c'i ::lO c:-:oicc but to appro.vc ilie incr~;;;.:::e. 1/icNama::a con::r::.1eci. 
the ?re~id.:!.c.t 1 ::: ccm..--neni: <ond fo.e P:l."esiC.e.nt Z:"?P:t"Oved tlic increase to I 

! 

:' .
195, OCC r.-.e:i. '. 

I 
McNa::r:a;-a said that -;:b.; p-:.lblic :::.•.~ouncewe:.t oi inc:r.ea::::~4 t:::ocps i··1· 1 

wct:.ld be m.:.de from Saigon .:.s ;;:::,.;;:: tree?;: ai.·rived there. 'While he I 

admitt~cl t~2..t thi~ VJ"ould encour:..ge ~~..c=~, he said th.a·~ this \vz.~ ir."l­ i 
porta:nt io;- the security of our ;r..~:i a:;:.C. L:. li:ic with -pr.evicusly c..un.ou::c~c 
";?Oli.;::fo;:. 

Taar Gas 

Eund).· ::cted that Secreta~.-y M.:::Namz..r:::. had authorized a o~-:e-time 

use oi ~ar ga.::: ~y General W es'i::.":lorelan<l. :-i:e said ti:.at tile ques::ion ~ 
the. cont.im.:.ing u:; e of tear gas was s"i:il::. '.:? il'! -;:he air, although the iI 
a"tho1·ii:y to u:se tear gas techr.ic;:.lly ::-;;;:r...:.i~ed with the field ccl"II.ma.nd2r, 

General "IAlest:..-r.o:-cla.nd. Ball sai.:1 it wou~.:i be desirable for Wi::.;.;trno::cL":c 
to u.se te~r g-..s before tb.e enc oi. ·~~"le Weck because of the l.1.cd C:-o;;s 

~ .. i; . ;i 
.., . _ •• .1 ... - .. -

I 
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coniercnce next week in Genev.i, which :nig?:it make some statements 

.! 

opposing the c.sa of tea;: gas. McNa~"-;.-a said that the use of tear gas 

must be h~:ncil~d cai·efally in the right operation and that he 'Yas opposed 


I 
to pushing West:moreland ~o use it within the next few days unless
I 
\Ve~tmorcfa.~d felt such. action was desirabie. Bunc!y said that theH 

,j 	 President might get a press quel"'y a.bo\.!t tear ga.:; ii he held a press 
q coI'..ie:-"'nce tor."lo:.·:row. McNamara suggested that the President. i 

: I respond by stz..ting (1) tear gas is a hu~ane way to restore order under
: I 

i 	 certain circumsta.:ices a.nd (2) Westmoxeland is authorized to c.se it
: I 
11 	 in those circu:mstance::i. Bundy underscored the importance of using 


the words "tear gas" rather than "non-lethal agents" or "riot cor.t:rol 

iI agent;;;''. Moyers said that we had been too defensive in our public: l 
! I 	 handlbg of the tear ga.s situation, that we should remind the world that 


fae Vi.?t Cong slit throats anci bomb. chilcl::-en and that any hu.-nan being
I ·ic. orie of the Vietnam ca.ves wo\!ld prefo:- to cry from tear gas rather 
th.an be killed by hand g:-en.,.des. Ball ;l.nd Rabo:n agreed. 

I 
I 

.Rice Sifro:rr..ents 

I
i 	

I 
. ' 	 II Bundy sa.id Lodge ha.d requezteci 100, 000 tens· of :rice as fast 


i as possible. Bundy proposed to make 'i:he: rice available in foc.r shipcents 

i 
I 	 oi 2.S, 000 tons ea.ch, rathe:- than in a single shipr..-ient. The Presi;;!e:it 
I 

I 	 z.pp~·oved this. McNamara .said that no :::-.'latter how we Wcra s!-:.i-ppi~g
I the :.-ice, we were not senci.inci enoc.z~ ;:ice to South Vfotnar."l a:id th;;:i: we 

! 
'I .:ihculcl. be sending th:ee or iou: hunci.re<i thousand tons of :-ic.e. TLic 


?::-ecid~:it a.greed and Bundy said lie would make sure there w<:..s a


l con<:inuing program !or the purchase and shipment o! rice to South 

Vict;J."'-:n.. 

~ . I 
t I :?os:d.::,le Press Conference Stc:.tcr.nentl 	

I 
l Bundy said he was incli::ieG to the view that the Presi..::~r..t sco\!ldI 

~2.:ce a. :Jta.ten"ient at his press conference a.bout the non-milit:..ryI 

I 

el.;;1:.-:cnts oi ou::- Vietnam effort. BunC.y said thz.t only wl:cn :be ?:esident. 
I 
I 

rr.c:.kcs c1.;.ch st...temer..ts did they g>!t any substantial covcra;:;e. H~ 

belicveC. it was impo:-ta.nt to obtair. such covera~e in view of the wc.:dd 
O"_JL-i~on a.nci f'orthcomin~ st~cient C.cmonstrations. Bundy s.:.id he ...-:cu:d I 
s ·...:.:::.~i'; a statement to the ?::edC..:nt for his consider...tio:n i;lli.::. a!t..?:.:~cc~"l. 

I 

I 

http:impo:-ta.nt


·l 
I 
I 
I3 
i 

1\ 
!~ 

1 ·:1 
3u:iC:y reportcC. that the :-e:>o::ts from the CLA.. and Bunl,e::: 1:1

I• 

o:::.. th·= Do::-.--..i:iicar:. Re?ublic We:'e cistu:::bing. Ee sc:i.id that Hector i1:. 
!~ 

1:1
Ga:-cia C-o.Coy had not moved to establish control over the left as ;!\ 
he wo.s movi:ig to establish such cont::-ol over the right. B\!."'l.dy !!:i·I 
do;:.bt;?ci wh~foc::: tne:::e would be a milit::.:-y take-ove::r as a result 1li 

''icf Gecoy' s :?..ctions to C.3.te, but noted that Ge::e::-al Alvin :rnight well 	 1!•
,,i 

begin to fai::-.k. the sUuaticn :;;o out of ~~and that he would su~port or j:· 


a??=ove so::::e Dcmi.!:lican :rnilita:'y action. After noti~g the 
1:1i! , ­
1!i . 


P::esiC.e~t' s desire to have a r.:ieeti:ig on the Dominican probler.l ; \i
l .! as soon as possible, Buncy said Eur..ke:- believed it im?ortant to ., 

I\'! 

I • '•::-e::::::.ab b. the DoI::linican Republic u.."'ltil aI?-other 0.6._$ representative 	 . 
! 

' 
i. 

tcot;.ld arrive. Bundy recc:nmendcd a :::ecting on Friday afte:-	 i I' 
It 

·d
Eu~:-ce::-1 s retu:-n. The P:-esident agreed. Bu.-:.dy said that as a 	 i J! 

! I!
:-e:::ult of the P=esident's interest in tl1e Do~inica:i R~public, he ha.C. 	 , 11 

i 1 • 

held a rr.eating this mol"nin;g 'with Mann, Vance, Hel:::r...s _and othe:- s, 'I• 1'1 


I; 
I,anC. t!:.at the group ag.-eeG. th~'t (a) there wa.s a real clanger 0£ a -po·,:n::.la:­ i 

I ji , 
fror.:: fa:rough which the cor~1...."":lU::lists woulC. gab and (b) there ~"as no I\
, 

I
I 

1i 
· clea:- leadership of the moderate and no:i-co!:1..."!lt:nist liberal elements 	 II•II i 

i:. t:..~ Do:r:.i::ican Republic. In this situation Mann 'had exp:-es sed tb.e 	 I 11 
I'·II•view fae U::.ited Sta.tes r.night be fc:-ced to make a choic'e bet\vee:i. t-.;:r.ro 


cr..desi!-ab:e alter::iatives: (1) 
I 

postpone fae electior.. or (2} let tl:.e • I
l 1'\ 
mili:a.=y ta.!'e over. 	

I 
' 

I 
' 

j ~ 
; \I··i ,: . 

..::it:.:idy repo::::-ted that Mann did ~-..ot believe t!:.ere was :-n.uch hope 	 I i .· 
. '1'of C.oin;; bi.:siness with Bosch and also believeC. tllat we could not affo:r~ 
l ·11; 1 . a 'Pcpula.:: f:-ont go7e::-nme=it in t:':e Dominican. R ept:blic. Vaugh..--i ~. 
i 1\ :.csse::::ially ag:-eec! with }...ia!ln, but placed :r... o::re e:r..phasis on keeping 1

I'\.11 ' 

ccnti::.uing co::--..-:iunications·with Bosch and contini.;.ing to saniti::e and 	 ' 
I ' . 

:.:::-.?:-eve t:'.".i.e r:i.ilita•y leacle=ship. BunC.y said his own view was foa:: . : l 
I 

! 
I I ~we ::.:.d -p;..:s :-:..ed tic rr...ilit;:ry as far as we could at this time withcu; 	 ,, 
I 11!i~ z-: ::.-icv-ing on t:-:e 1~£tists. 	 I' 
I'
I ! 
: ~ 
i , ·:E-.:::dy :'e?o::-ted that l~..."'::lbas sado::- Stewart v1~s i:-:. cor.:-~-n-..:.nica;io~ I: . ' 

wi::. :::.!lti-co.:-:1::-m:.nist Venezuel:ln libe::als who we::-e backing lvliola:i 	 i:i;
:o:: -:~ade=shlp of the ?RD a:i.C. that A::nbaszacc.;- Stewa::-t would like to 1

I.
j 

.:s·~~b:.isl1 cc::r'...rn.ur:.ication with therr:.. Mann tole S-cewc:.::-t to go to Caracas ! 
I 

~ 
' 

or.. so:::::le other bt.:.siness and open those li:ies of com..municatio~s. . 
,,
1 ' 
­

: :· 
I I 
\ l· 
11 
' ' I ; 
i' 
: : 

-
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-3u::.-=.y poin:~d O\:.t tha: e:?.ch Dc:::.ir..ica:l fac~io::l was t::-yi::l~ 
"" .c· .. ·, .. · · • • ·,.. • t · ...1 ·u· ·.. " 1.0 ...::.::.c. Syr:l?~: ..::.y a.no. su?po:..-: Wli..."l '!. ..s cou:i..ar?a:: i::. L.:J.e n:. ...ea 
States c:.:-..d t!1.u!i ci!vide us abr.~ t!:~ li=.e~ foa Dor.-Jnica:i fact~ns 
we::e db·iC.eC.. 

r::-.e P:-\?zi2.e:it sa:d that c:..11 t~~=~ :Cin~~ s:_c;.:.ld be so:-t~d 
out .::.::.2. zc-?.:;~ i;;::o?osals shcdd be -:<!:;.C.y for discus.;;icn o:::i. Fl"idiy. 
c:.~ -i-- .• ,..·:, ...·, ... c:., -t - ,_ d - _... ~.; .. b~...,., t...,_ .. t._. - 0 ··c· ~db"''"-"" .:.._ ... o .....1..;. :.••a~ ..,_r...... o .. 3 .1..:.2. ret'c- ...... 1.0 ...........-=. .....e. - w u. I! 

-- 7..... h:.·•-':'\, :..::.-,,-!.-...., 'f.,,~··r::.rr i- ,. .";--.; _ ..... ,~,~; ... i... .. ~-·1·,...~c-y ·~·oul~ "o ••· ~-.- _.i.•i.~- .o.....;...;. t....:.... \.. """•-!.I J.v_._.;,; 1.l ~ -•• 4i.\'J...!.~ • .-.- c;. .. v "'--~-• '-lo.:_, ti. ......... , ...,., -'- ' ­

t~l,e:-. a:,ct:.t t=.~ ccr.-iI.i.unist r::cvi:::; in:u t:1~ Do:::i::.ic2.::. ~e~ub~:.c, 
,.. 
!I·.
it • 
i\
l[

The P::eside:;,.t asked who :-cco!:'l..."T..e:ided Ga:;:-cia GoC.oy. :Sc.."'ldy 
repHeC. foa.:: out oi foe vacuu..""!'!. in June, 31.!r..ker and foe OAS Cor:-~""::l.t;ee 11\r.-..:· 
ielt th2.~ C-oC.oy was the best m<:!.:::i. to b~ilC. c::i. The P::-eside::.·;: a.s~"'~C. It 

II 

-~d::::-J.::-z.l ~a.bcrn wl:.at he tho\.:.ght. ~abc=n said foat he believed C:cd.oy \
ii 

ii 
waz .:i::.e a.::.d so repo:-teC. at the tin:.e l:.a W<l.5 conside::ed. by Cl.!:' .:i

It 
•Igove:-=.:::ier:..t as a provbio:ial. p:-asiC.e:;::.t down foare, but,,.th.at si;:ice 
\I ..th.en l:.e ha:; see:;.-::i..ed to suppal"t the leftist elepents. ' I\: 
\ 

l . 
3all said. he }..a.d received a :'e'=.ues·i; fro:::;. the ~o:reig::. Refations I\\ ,

Co:-:_-::.i:t·~ee sta.::i io:: a compilation c:. Latir.. A=..e=ica.n :-eactio::.s to 

Ful~:-iz~t 1 ~ S?eech en the Dor:-.dr..ica.::. ?\'3?Ublic. Ball said the::.: v1.::.s !(·


r\.~Iva:::r !:::-t~.a :::Z:actio:i but it wa~ highly :~vo=2.ble, r::.ozt i1'lC:ic~ti~g t::.::..t !I 

l!i· . 

P-=>

t::e .Se~-::?.:o::- was co:-::-ect an:i t:::::.e AC:::ui:::.ist:-atio:1. was rriJ.sta.ke::.. 

-":'~-·-~c...,.- ... 4-:--""ww·-,.~"'ed hi.- -·-a. ..he adve"'"se.., i""t.:n'"'c"'"-C-C.O. o.;_...,.:::e,.,.,.-!"o-.,. 

1:\I::- . : 

-·•• e·...-- ~ conce~.,.., -boi.:.'-I.'- ., ... __ • 

Fi.:.fo=igC.t' :3 speec!:. i:i te:.::ms of the Do:r..inica:u. Republic a::::i.d t..'-le 1;1 · 
1!··:

h':.c:.-~a.:3<?cl C.ange• of a co~mi.:.::.:iist tak~-over. ·Moyers ncted that USIA !\ .. 
I 1· :h.aC. ::::.:C. that fa.e -pa?ers which.l::.ad p4::.ised Senator Fulbright's S"?ced:. I . 

. i: 
w:::::·-.; ::-.-:.o;'~!y lei:ist and ccn:i..=:.u::.i::;:. I: viz.~ ag:-eed that Stz..t~ s!:ct:.!d 1:.. ; . . 

:-c:::~,. ~o ·~!~e req\!~3't puttir..g any cc=:-..::.1.e~t.s on tha Fulbrigl1t spcec:-:. i:i ij .. 


i ' : 
~i:c ~~;c:~ ,;.._:.~c=ica?i pa.per s ir.. the ::-ue contcAt. The ·PA.""csid~~~ ~~kcC:. I'.; . 

I\:.fr.;.at a:i a:::::ilys:a of t:-i.c Latin ~erlca::. pre:;s reactio:i be obta:::.ed I: 
j: ;.=-= •:,-::_ L~ o::.a:-C. 1v~a:::-ks . . j:: . 
I\ i 
'. r 

\ \ ~ 
. , i 
~ . ! 
!i~ 
: \; 
. i ! 
~ : ! 
' i ~ i \: 
? ! I 
1 •• 
I ! 
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Fcrci'!n Vi.:iito:·s 

EunC:y z::..ic t~;:.t thc:-c w~=~ .:;cv..;::.::.l fo:cdgn visi!ori; cor..."lin3 
into tow~ du:-in~ the oe;;.:t scve:·~l w..::ek:: :;.ut that P:-ei::icen.t did ;,1ct 

b.::.vc ';o ccn.:.;ide:- ::.is ;.m<:il nc:;;t we~k. 

Eu;,.dy ::e20::-ted t:t~t Ay-v..'..J :::;;'.lie! :-:.c could not come to the 
Unit.::cl State~ within the ne::-...i: ci:-: wee~~$. Bundy said th;it the Pa:~.:; 
WCl".3 ::;,lo.ci:i.~ bc;-cased p::-essu=~ a.zo.in~t v:.i.iteci St;:i.tes i!'lstz.lla.ticr..::. 
the::-c. l.~aoo:.-.-.. l·eported that the P::..:~s ::;.'1.cl just clo::;ed t•.70 rr_orc oi 
O\.:.?' i~st:.:.llz.tions, making !au~ U.S. 3t~:ic11s in P~kistZ--l'l. t~..at. :-""1TJ~ 

bee!'l clc:J.;::l. Bundy said we ap?lY our c-..1:'!., non-publicized .;;a:;;i::-.i 
tactics in. :·etal~ation. Ee said that he wculC. ha.v~ a pro?o~al fo:: the 
?rcz~cie:::.t' s conside::ation in his niz:-.t :-co.::ll~•~ this eveni::i3. B-..::r:cly 
:-eco:."L.-r:.c:::~decl that negotiations on th~ 1'.db./Pakiztan que:::tion :-e:n:.::.in 
in the :J. N. and th:i.t WC concent:i.·ate 0:-! :i:;:.;:;;:.s oi :;nutual interezt 

.. • ..J "" ..i.. ..,.,, • • d' .. . . ..1.. ..... t . . ... t . ' l 
ou~:::n. .....3 c... ~....e J;-..a.sa.m1r ispu~e ·wr.ere ~.....e ..-:-10 c_cun ...-1es rm3.u c<; ao e 
to gc: -::o:;;;ther in a :nore fruitful rel~tio:i3:~i?. · Ball s;:.id that fais 
was t::faci :.:.. 1962 and dici net wo=k. Ball also noted that he w.:;.s 
brb:;i::g in. thh·d countiies, such as Ge:i.·r..-iany, on our India/Pakistan 
policy bec~u~e <:hey felt they had been lei:: out. 

E;:..ndy ::.·cccr ...-uncncled that th~ Cabi:lct Ccmrn.i::tee do it.:. wc:rk 

on fo::-e:i.:;.::.. <:.id ;::;.n.d that the special :;.dvi:;~:;:s approved by the ?re~ident 


be cz..11.::C: in to l"eview the wo::::-k. T!le Pl·ezidcnt a~::-eed a:l.d said he 

. wo..l.::! co.:l.:iC,~.,- t!:e question oi .._ chail"man !or the review 3:-oup ;it 

'' I;.. 
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The Shi·ppi nr.: Questi on ' 
I 

l 
' '!he mea::ting adjourned to the President• s o£iice with Mc!\;~::-.ara. , { 

Ball, Moyers, Bundy and Califano. McNamara presented t:-ie ?l"C?osed /1 

Rolling Thunder prog=am. He also discussed the questio:i oi Hanoi ' s 
hardz1:~ng attitude. He noted that there wa.:i a Natic~~l L-:tclli~\! ~c~ j 
Esti.=:.ate indicating that Hanoi's attitude was hardenin;:;, la ::~-=~y / 
beca use we were not rough enough i;i our bor.'lbing•.M.cNa.~;::. :-a. ";vi ::.~~ d 

cut thz..t t!i.e estimate was made without the benefit oi advice f:= Q;::: l' 
experta in the goverr.."':1.cnt such as Llewellyn Thor..ps. o~. ~{.:.:-:•::cl: T ciylor 
et: ;al. ~e uried a special study of the problem of Hc:.noi 1 ::; i~c:.::den'ing 

a:f:.t.:itudc u..nd the rea::>on:; for i!. Ball concurred and noim:~d Ci.lt that if: ma 
\Jell be: tha~ some aspec:s o: the bombing prograr.:1 ,..;.ere responsible. fot' ! 
Hano:' :: h~rdening at~itucc. -:::.ie Prcsiccnt approve::cl the Rolling Thundo~ 
progra==i. p rop osed b y ~icNC.::1.<!.4a a s well a s the re c o:r.numded study by / 
Tay!o::-, Thoinpson, }v:.c .1.'i;:i.r.:i.zra, Ball, Bu.."ldy et al o~ the rea.sons for 1 

http:icNC.::1.<!.4a
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
I 

WASHINGTON! . 
' I 

· September 23, 1965 
Thurs , 8:30 PM 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ... 
This paper came in after I left the office yester­
day, and I think it is one you will want to read 
yourself and discuss directly with Bob. 

Bob Komer knows the problern exists 1 and 'he. will 
be glad to do any s taff work you wish, but I have 
not cut him in, without your authority. on the numbersi 

! involved or on the nature 0£ the McNamara recomn1..:mda- · 
·i
! tion, 

.•·..... . 
.... .... .:._:r..:: -.: 

.. ~·: .. . McG. B. 

~OPSEGRE~ ATTACHMENT 
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MEMORANJUM fOa THE PRESiOENT 

This me~ora~au~ outlines the basis fo; tha increase in estimated US force 
;equlre~e~ts in South Vietnam from tne 175,000 dis cussed in early Ju;y 
ana ~entionea in my July 20 recommendc.tions to the 210a000 figure ;eferred 
to ;n ~y Sep~e~oer 1 memorandum to ye~. ~ _,, . 

I
Yow w::1 :eca:~ that at your Ju1y 28 press conference you statec ~~at you 
had ordarec deploymercs wnich would raise our -fighting strength ~ro~ 
75,GCO to :25,000 men almost immediateiy, that .;:dditional ·forces· 't.JOu;d be:: 
neeaed ;a:er, and that they would be sent as requested . 

?r : or to t.1at date -- specifi.cally, on July 24 -- the Joint Staff, c.s.;; 
result of MAC~ requests, had revised their total for 1965 deployment, 
increasins :c to a little more than 155,000 . ' !mentioned tnls nigr.er 
figure :o you at the time . At the August 2-~ Honolulu Meeting of Genera: 
Wnee;er, Admiral Sharp and Genera1 Wes tmoreland, the 1965 11Phase ,•; 
reG~ireraents were refined t o 210,000. The Joint Chiefs of Staff on AJgust 
23 therefore made spec ifi c deployment recommendati ons t otaling approx; ­
mately 210;000. 

Ref ine~ents continue t o be made . For example, Genera l Wheeler on Septe~oer 
4 1 :stec an additional ),000 for the 1965 Phase : (mainly three enginaa~ 
cor.strwc::on/co~bat battalions); at the same time ne indicated tha~ approxi ­
mately an equivalent number l l s ted earli e r (mainly hel icop~er personne l) 
vii 11 be arriving after the · end of· ·1965 . My prediction is that :he fi:iai 

· version of the 1965 ?hase I requirement wi11 end up exceeding 210,000 by a 
few tho...sa:id . 

1ne u1 17erer.ces oetween the 175,000 figure first ment:oned in July and tne 
2:0,000 nJ~oer now being discussed are pri~arily attributaole :o add iti ona l 
(a) a:;- l ;ft to ~i1ove supplies a;-ound tne country for:-both civi 1 ian and 

, ~! : ::ary ?u:poses, (b) air defense, (c) artillery to support offens ive ..' 
,/ opera::~ns ~nd to provide immediate ;-esponse to calls for help by v!: lage~ 

( 'k . - . . d ( ' ...incer a~ tac., , ,d ) str1 e a1rcrart anc: associate support , e1 eng:r.ee::rs, 
?:irnar: :y :c construe: additicna1 air ~ases, and ( f) flesning out, accorc.~g 
~o Gene :-a. Westmore!~nd 1 s requests, of axisting operational units anc 
acvis.:; :-" .:.;-,c! support elements (refugee ';-e; ief teams, !nte·l l igence ~e.:;~s, . . ' 
co~m~n:ca: : ons, and security units, etc . ,~ 

• . d • ~ . 7c ,,,;:00 ,Yo~~~:~ ~~~~orized tne ep1oyment or . ~.v US personna .• 

:na~. _: ~~e ?:-esent time , you autr.or ize the movement of an 
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35,C~O ffie~, br;ngi ng the total to 210,000. These deployments are essentiai 
to ou r e:-:-o:-t. lne authority wi ii cover our requirements as they r.ov1 
appear although, as we have discussad before, forces ·in addition to cha 
210,0~0 may oe naetjed 1ater. 
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Tl-:f: SEC~EIARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON 

RECEIVED 
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1965 SEP AM 11 54 
I · Septe.»ber 1, 1965 

.. 1 '.. · •.·. t:.. ·.. " ' 

MEMCAANDUX fO?. ;;-.;; ?R:;s !DENT 

General \!cstittorcl.:nd h.::.s reQucstcd and the Joint Chi0fs of 
S~ziff h'1vc concurred in th~ hlovc.-.1~nt of ·an ilddii:ional incre­
r.1cnt of forces to Vietn<:m. This increment would be in additior. 
to tbe 28 cor.ibat . battaliolls, c:issoci~tcd <lit squ<:idrons~ a;1d 
logistic su~port forces--to~~1Zng 125,000-·announced by you on 
28 July. The reouest is for six .:clditional comb~t bz.ttc:dtons 
(1i1.;ik i ng a total c;;f .34), assoc i Cl tcd air squadrons, and logistic. 
support forces-·totaling 85,000 additional United St<:ltes per~ · 
sonnel. · .. 

•, -... 
f ~·ccorr.:ilcnd that these ~dd it iona l forces be authorized for 
r..ovcmcnt. 

l fuithcr recorr.ilcnd th.:it no "'ilr.01.:nccment be made at this t ima 
of the deeis ion to ciep l oy i>clcl_i ti ona I foices, but that ~mnounce• 
moots· be made only as forcos arrJve' in tha theater~ · ' 

1. I•' 

'" ·, 

· Signed · 
ROBERT. S. McNAMARA .... . 

I I 
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MEMORANDUM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

-SECft:!:T ., September 29, 1965 

AGENDA FOR 12:30 MEETING, 29 SEPT.· 

1. Vietnam 

(1) level of forces 
(2) tear. gas 
(3) rice shipments 
(4) possible press conference statement 

2. The Dominican Republic 

( 1) situation report 
(2) Bunker's return and a 	 second meeting 

3. 	 Foreign visitors 


J' r
4. Pakistan/India 

5. Foreign aid review 

6. )Juclear testing program 

7. Operations against Cuba 

8. Fulbright and 50-50 shipping on wheat to Communists 

. DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. I2958, Sec. 3.6 
NLJ /.t'Jk:. oo -too aEGPET
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~--.-,...,---· - . - ____,,,_____ --·~---

.... ...,. - ........ ' t 



