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·····DECLASSIFIED 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

Dece ·11ber 18 , 196.5 NSC~1~005, State Dept Guidelines 
By NARA,Date ll ·\Z-4£) 

Meeting i~ Cabinet Ro~m 

rh~ Prssi :ie~t , .d.us".{ , M :~N.'lr1ara. , 3U'1iJ , Cll ·'fori , 
3all , Al<:;;~t Jo!:Insm1, Abe E"orta: , Jae~~ 1/aleatl 

.., ' jo t.::> U.J ~C : 

Ti me 12:Jj p . m. 

?.;.·e .s iit:.nt: Puolici ty see :{:~::.~~ :J.~1 ..:. a::::i" te u·s C.:.lt1not have a h8.:1d 
in our affalrs w!t~ o th9r :~L ~l~na (ln regari to lanfanl a ~ fair) . 
:ihan J.i:ai (•1r::::-ot ·.=, le t te~ r ~ 1J u:~i n:; t he ..:)e·..rarei..1 break , :3.:.:> only 
car~iad J O 3econd~ . rhe ~e~i9l ~e7e~ catch3s up Nith the acca3a­
tLon . 

Jteve~s on nad a martyr compl3~ bQt ~e n3ver was goln3 to 
:,esl3t1 . 

Arna. teur excursions L'lto diplomacy can cost you 3reatly • 
.:3ut !'laving to reply td it , it d.es troyeJ. i t3 e "fee ti ve:.1e.ss • 
We can ' t conduct ne 3oti a tions ••• 

('.:iuard these papers -;·rn are reud in::; . ',Je sl:nply ca:1~0 t; ;;i.:lo'.'f 
t l1 i s i ·'lfor::;;.atior::. t:; ; -;;t .)Ut . I l'la.d. a con-.re::.~s . ~ti'.) ;1 :ri tt. th·~ Ch::.llr­
:rra:'.1 of the Jo!nt c::1ief's of 3taff -- add I C3.~ i;;.nier3t:i:id whu.t 
?1c~Ts.:nara. .!.s li •;in:; with -- he ,:;ave .1e the ret1.sons w~y the C.i'liefs 
o.re a..;ai nst a CE:;aGa - fire and a pa;ise -- it al.':1.o ::> t .'.'!lakes it i:n.­
po 1 s!~le to attack ••• ) 

(I woul i trsat ~rrisslons iilthout r1e~tionin.:s or poi~ti!16 up . 
After t he fact , it is alri;l1t '.Jut :·ie c~!'l.~1ot a l1:1ounce t he ir 
s c ·1:.::iul ·~ as a p~::;:=.e . xt fim . It ~'iouL!. ,;;et .» nowhere . ) 

~.t ;)<;:c, k'1. • 5> 1 ~ "'-' l.H\00 
Th3 ::iilitary saj· a : ;:-.n1t h ' .s~a.i.3e 110 1..tl :i ~ all ~·::; • vc :. .::~1e . 

t-Ic:·Jaoara : r11at • s bal::>ney - - and I ca:'l p~o're it . 

Pra.'.3i .i e. t : I don ' t t:ii~k so . I disa~ree . I think it conta ins 
s e r i ous mi l itary r isks . I t i.s inac c urate to say suspension of 
!::l:r_;i':Jing carries no :nilit"J.ry rlsk . 

!1 c ..'.-la m9.ra.: 

rusk : I do~ · t believe the 3U3pens ion will l~st to Janu~ry 2? 
u~less we ar~ well on t he ~ay to~~ri peace . 

http:1c..'.-lam9.ra
http:nilit"J.ry
http:Pra.'.3i
http:s~a.i.3e
http:ve:.1e.ss
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Presiient: I agree . It c:rnld be 7-- very short duratio:i. . 

5uniy: It would be better t '.) start on the 23rd or 24th. 

:-rc.h·.nara: It ¥r oald lea1{ if we giv e Lodge 10113er than 23rd . 
Sta~t Ved~esday the 22 nd . 

3 undy : ~·Jhi ch is then T~u.:-sday , their time . If you go to the 
illJ, the pause ou.~ht t o co~a r!3ht ~f ter. 

f h i:ik ca.r '::fully about i:' t!1e:re is a turnaround ~n Lo.:l0e ' s ? 
p2r :. I' h e -~ue s tioa i ~-: i '.) ~;e w ::1. ~1 ': t~ l;: ·~o i. r mo.:-e ':Jefor e Ne :JUS !~ 

t'"i e b utter"!. . I f i1e suy .3 t !"l:: 3ituat. ion '.io u.l:l c oll '.:1.p8 3 , y ou. :na y 
:·;a 1. ': to l~ ~l -:> i r ;nor a . 

A~~hJlar9. : Jn '.:>ala.nee , "no". 3ut '.1.e woul:l vote with !;he Pr$s i­
de :1t . 

3u~:.iy : T:tis is not :'1ha t he cons iders his arena • 

i•L:·Jarnara: He thi rurn 
soing be t ter th.r1 :.. t i.;.; . 

P..:-3si der..t: \'/h y do it t ~1e 22nd? Hhy no-: t h~ ?th or 8 t h? 

3 un:iy: ChriBtma.s ti'.'!le l s a ; ood t l:ne psy.cholo,si cc..:ly also 
~e t ~t st~rtei be fore Consre3s cone s back . 

Prcsi :ie !lt: If y ou -,.;i!1d 1.1p oor:t 'Jin:z; d. m.~ ing Nev.; Year , ~-rnul ·.! :1 ' t it 
~e 'Je':ter to d o i': d.uri n~; t!1eir N'aw Ye.'.lr? 

Pre s i ~e~t : I n ci ien~ally , do W9 wa~ t ~ per s on~l State of t he 
U'.'lion u e.;;; s 9.:5e? Slark , I ;mnt you to think about t h i '> . '!l.y i :lCll­
na t ion 1:> not to spe :1~-: in per3on . We wrote a n '3 - y-:: e.r pr:J:;ra.:i 
in ')Ur first State of t he Union uessa5e . We ' ve 3ot all t hi s the 
fir s t year . 

M~Gormuck t hi (lk.s pBrs onal deli very Nill help ele:::t t!1e 
Co n ~re ss . I don't a 3rac . 

~us~ : I iisa gree . If you iidn ' t , you wo~l i be gi v i ~3 u:) :;.. 'J .).= 
leqier3hip , he~e ~~d a~road . I do hav3 o b ja~ti o~ to a ? _p.-: . 
a p9,;;ara .1ce . 

~·I c :\f!.l!!l:lra: : 1cm ' t thin:c you hav-e t o ; o be fore Con.!:re s s t o 
as s ert l aa d.arship . You ou::;l1 t '.'lot to a; o u.nl3 3 3 (the message) has 
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~omethlng to say . 

ClL'ford.: I thinlc it wouli '.Je a serio'..ls mista!rn if you 'iljn ' t 
; o in person . Last year you l~ ld out a i~mestic pro~ra~ . 
rhis ti~e you report on ~he s~~pe of the pr~&ram . 

I thL1k , after ;;;our i llncss , fai 1 ure t 1J app~ar wo·.ild be 
injuri '.) '.lS to :·1or l d l :;·i.:l -;r.;hlp . I'o bran.:c .s;. lo ·::; .staT! i113 custo:n 
~loul .:i bG Geri o us • 

If we :rnre a t peace L-1 Viet-:-Ja.i.il , it ml,S!lt 1:-e :3. lri :~ht , but 

?n~ .~ i -:.!.e :1t : I think there 1.s a 30'.)J -ieal to wha t Cliff says . 
Cll f'~or:l: I ~oul :i do it oa the 11th or 12th . 

p.:;,~:; s l :ien ':: ·,;c coc.i.ld. 1:.J ;_ t on Moala~' , the l :) ~'.1 , the fir ..:: ~ ·.:a..:i-- . 
rha.t ' .s \l\.hn. t :·re ci id last yea::: . 

( Forta3 , .:.Ll.s~c , Clifford all intensely in fa -.1or of personal... 
j elivery . ) 

(After readi~g t ~e position paper oa a pause) 

It rs. tl~{les me ~ 11 si. t we h 9.•r e to pro-..re again ~o C:on _:.re ss ·Na 
are 3trlving ~or pe ~cG . We ' ve ione th~t again and ag~in . 

I f-.., ' "'., :1e lately?" 

?r ::s i '1ent: ~·o u1 .:. we ..ceaJ. about 2Jrd? 

3 un l y : r~e 3~itl ah ~ill prob~bly lea~ it • 

..... :..i.:>:·:: r~1e U!~ , Th::.il:J. ::Y~ , Au.stra li e:. , :·~ew Za!:l.l<="md • .Korea , Ca::ia ia , 
I~dla , J~pan , t he Phill9 pin~s . J e n~ e1 ~ ) t ellthem S'.) me th~ ng 
·,.; l tni n 36 hou::- ::; . 

Alex John~on : A:teT the first Sai3on briefing o f no man:ion of 
an. a: t::::..c~c on tile ~Jo.rt h , the press will be houndi~s us . 

Pre3i ·1.e .1 t: Yo~ ~e t tsr ~o~a J OU: d~~es jac~ . ! ' ill 
,i '.) e::-.. .1y t~1in3 ye~ . ~e hava a l~t o: t ~lki n~ to io . 

...)e a .1 , t e _l :!le w'12. t y:Jil :h!.n:c wi ll '.::e 3.C.i1i e·:ed '-.Jy e:-::e ~u~ion 
~ ~ t h! s reco~m ~ niat10n of a pau3e 7 

.1.ua:c ~,irst, t he_·e i .:: ths un1er:y i n.6 -iu3.:>tion of tne Am.=rica'1 
'°'""O"',"' .,., :'l''" ..,, ... ,.,. ; ~ ...,, "t; O" · ~ +- ~ ,., .... •1 °·::i. l"' .. (I "" M' ··"' •1·r~ "' C"" d.!·'"""' ;_.1~ ... . -• - Y .;:....__ - ~ "-'-:.." - ! 4._ .:.:i ..,,.;i; '-~ 'J ~ - c - V e ""'"l..:....Lj Vv- ' -~.t. ­
:he l)~ ')pl~ :1 i 11 .io ·x.c •""! : h!3.s to '.)e i o::'le i !'l a .mr sl t i.lB. :1 'Jn if 
they :;:.:-e CJ:1'iincsi t h:: ~e is •10 a lte rn:lti·ve . You :nust t :·.l n1c about 
t'.1 e rfi '.)!:' 9. l S r.)f t ;1e Arn.e!'iC '.J.:1 pe:::iple if t'.1e ·::>t her :3 i d e ~rne p::; pushi~1; . 

http:coc.i.ld
http:Viet-:-Ja.i.il


iie mWJ: 1Je a':)ls 'co G'3.J t '.'1:1. t all has been done • 

.:.1US 1~: I'U !r~ :J S\l':isfa~ti :);1 , '.:Jut p S:!:.' tl 9.fS ·:ot t.J t11a~ :Jf' ': ;1t3 

Ai~3ric'3"1 peopl.3 . 

~ry to or~a ta ·1 ~sa7y 8 ~li~~~ion Qn : he ~u~ cian ' 3 part to 
.:>a'.:'::le . If ·.ie p'.'.'l.u.s~ . t>~' .i" :·1.:..11 m..re 'l.'3 3 '.)Lrieth ~ n; . The .~us sia.~13 , 
Y 1...t_: ) ~ lJ.V..5 , :1~lS!:.4'"'l c:..-·1 s :·1~t ·ic ~l l) ...... ~...: ..:;e.l t, t.1.i.:> \·1i t i1 ~JB . I i10.:. ~ i2 

a po ~a l billty Jf l c ce? ti on . 

P.te3i l ent : r :1ey are pretty good. at that , aran. ' t t hey1 

It' the :e is a c hance :iussia ~·; :rnli t 1:1:ce ad:1anta3e of a 
s;,i.spensio?I to start a ::1 0-:e :.en~ to~'rard peace , it is s·Jo1 . If 
it £' ::i. i ls , ..• 

(I 3.:n) i n ~lt.:.-= i".~ ~1. ~Y ~ :1~ f '~;. c~ .:~U.:> :J i ~ an:! I.r·on ~ ~ ..i1... ~2'":. :'1 
cou~ ries q cted in In !i a -Pa~iat~n crisis • 

.·~ l.... ::> they .....on ' t ; ;9.~t China policy to win . Als o , they don ' t 
wa '1t a c:mfronta t !.on i·I i th the U.1.l te :i 3 ta tes over So'.lth3:J..3 t Asia 
_:Joli c ;; . 

If it ~0 733 t0 ths U. 3 . ani China ~ire ~ tly en~~3a~ , tt~y 
h-'.17:: a ':. e:J.d.l~r p::-o ~:ile :n . ~ . i .o1 -.·.ro Ti c .; them. Thl s o ~3 '. t to :Je 
cl :::i. r lfi ec.i . '! e "':a~r ;,e t t~1.:..s cl~ri::'iei 0:1 the Jrd. j_:.J. J i::te ::;::e 
l~ 5 ': t 1. ::i~ • 

) • .:ni ".1 .)~· p:)L1t (l t '.'TJuli) ~'1.k e .su.re the wa::· ...1 ~!1m'1.:3 '.;h& U • .3 . 
i s no~ t ha 0~3tacle to pe~ae . Those ~ho suppo~t us ~ ill fi ni 
i t e a .>y · o .;;,upport u..:: . 

Pre3i1e~t: ~r8m a pr)pa~~~Jn poin~ , t here is a 10~3 3hot ch3nce . 
? lr.3t , t :1e ..l.u3.:>i ~n3 0~·;13 uc 2 ) ·2e :h:.~g ; 3econrl , i t ·;i•res s:.A.p~o:::-ters 
re~3 a~~ t ) ~ o 11th t he G. : . 

;(~ 
_lus_~ : F.J·: s :...,.;!.l i:,/ :Jt' t: r :l p ·-- ~:~ ~'l.1.J ~~J. u..:e i :4 1: 0 'J. ~:.1 "3. t~ _-- ... : ~ ~-=·~. :; e . 

~r0..:;1 -·: 3~ !: : .JJ ~·r !~; c:i:iin:?.. te t hi s 'b .>· ~ ~ ; e r:;i21 => t 1:.3 pn u3e ort '1~ 
i n ~ ~~i ~:.~~ ~i ~~ !i ~ ~t ? 

It will 
pr<;;3.3Ur e t •J !:;O all o us ::; o ::;3 t it se ttle::. . 
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Pr-3si'"!e n. ~: Th~t is t'.1e mo::> t d2.~erous a .:> pe c t. Don't 1:1e know a 
p~uBe will fail ? If ~e a r e in ~orse s ' ape 1 then, won't - e be 
~r Ln 5 l ng a iesdly cri s i s on airselves? r~~ ~epubli -~~s a~e 
l 1o':ci ., ..,. f"J.::' S. '1 ·~ ·~it. ~1foG:-i ''1•3 s uf :'er r e-..rer3e s , it ~':ill •:e D. t t ri­
bata') le t .:i t r1.:. s . T"ia 3 .1.p:.J ·);,-t; ;-.i ~Cl.;0 -.111 l '.:le :·:ealt :i.s :U sh~ ·1a te r.1

R-a.:; .r : T ne ::t~1 1:»er tD J .:.. !·1 -:: ..::le!l i s t h "".t no re::;.l settle rtH~L t CC\"!le 
fro"l L'Co:-eR. ••• The~r allo;ivl No.rt'.1 "liet-~Js.rr, to :..e co?Ue co.utn\l '·11 ..:.. t. 

'?
.3ob . 

1. .. 2. _ : 1 -:.. "~~-~ -..:.. : 

.:: .)1-l: ~: . 

ti:::i~ . 

IL 'Tam~r;i. : Jur :'1 ~..; t pa :.i...:. e · m.s ~ ,r')pa g::.::i:..ci e ~ fo::-t. It '.1 '3. s a 
;ira_ A.3.st"1d.a effort ~- . o: fo:· t he Soiri e ts t'J :-=alp . 

.....
Anoth~r i n1lca~ lo~ _ .;:) 

Pre..;i :.9 :J '- : :>a w:: ,;'.:ti~ .,.. 1,y·t :-;..:. ng l oin; t hi s on t~e heels 
I~ :.... 11 .'.l::i ill07e? 

f1~ -'·1 ::" ~~:J.ra. : ;.y poi ~ :; i J t n -~' .::~ ,. .,. ~ n ' t :?.~ ...-1k-e ull t ..~1~ e ~~o!'t 

C 4;'t ; fi.':il ~ J :' • 

How d.o you .c:10 .-1 t!'l'.:1.:0? aav ~ they talke ui th j'Ot!? 

l 0. _ o : :J.1 ':ac t s. 
1;~1 ~ ~-~ .J.3 7} ..:;!. 1..1. 5i '1e U3 l:: ..v -~ r£'.. ;~ 0 11. t 2 .. ·~ m . It ~t ·')P3 :1~!:! !'rvL~ 

;:.~~lp:!. !: 0 '..l:J "' ~t!. 0 .1 :J. _; J.in:-t ..is -- .J;.;.~h '3.3 2 n nm!'l' PJ!."J '.l.S 13. .-- ~ ln:.:; . 
13 ~~ ~ ~1 ~s i~ . ~c~ion l s le~= l ~el7 i~ ~~ 9aus a . 

I ~ ~. :n1{. th.~ r~ !_ 3 ::iCn =: .:lo-r ;: t et1t fr'J::i ~ht= J:..ll. 1.--·~ :ion ' t 
:: : ~t J.l~' :1n :a r:.:t.:t ~1 t'1.e D~'i rl ~ ea 1~ti~113. ~ la · an 't re:ill:i ..Cr!O'.i . :e 

+-i-. b° C.., ' "" 0 
~. .. '°'! -."· ..,, "'"'"lJ ')"' C"'.1 ·r :"" l ''Vl~_ C 1' ...,, o (j'I__•_,,,._ , # l ''') ' ~ _ '"'.. "r"""..,.... .,, -. - ....J.-f' ~ I-~1.. e•• <> .J~ - . 1.:.. 1 :.A. ,.t,. ...; , ., _ ""' 

0 

~ _' ._ ...:;; - :. 1.. ........ v ..1. ... "' 


(:':'l ? :'.'~ i 3 a) bar::: ~ ~1a.11 ~ t::i .tl1 is 98.use "-'T.:.:!..l h~lp ~h~m ;w·ra t;:,·h'a.rd us . 

http:t;:,�h'a.rd
http:I~:....11
http:liet-~Js.rr


Pre s ide n t: Jh~ t 1oes Thonps on say a bout the ~ussians? 

3all: It wo Ltl~. :-eli cve them o~ in':sns e pressure on response to 
our acti onso (The r e is) more danger of tlt:ssian response than 
Chinese response. So we .ust ~uah t hem into ~ corner. 

~us '~ : Suppose the iius s ! a ns were trying to avoi d a confr ontation 
With ~he J o.3 •? ·,,ih9. t ar ~; t :-1ose ~-1.l!le ~ic s.ns Up t o? 

(ra e Pre s iie ~ t left the r oom to ta:re a phocd cu ll at 1:40. 
~e r e - 9n t e:ed a t 1: 50 p . ~ .) 

3:.l .l.j· : ~::1i ~· 1} :;r'JLl s!10 ... 1·::1.. c ont :..i. c ~ .~?0 1" 1 o;.... tt1e ::·:) Lls e of 
:-:e -.-ri 11 i e no w.1.;<:; u.: . 

:!! __: !lOt '"..., '~ "1 "'" .,.. )•4• ~- f -· • 

.Mc "l3..i!l':?.ra : 1. The 3ovie ts h~ve no t appliel a ll !:;he pr :t ..>.3 ure 
tn ey ar~ c~p~~le af. 

2 . . ction 
-· ::iur ry. ttac~\:8 ••• 

~ri e :. --~ .:.a.2 \- l _;!: ':, ..n::'.k~.; :.... :--a-.r~=c... :1~ .. -­, 
t :-:.e i :- 1·i; :t~ :i ::~1 i.:> t o judge. 

'J . .:: u..;; pe:-1 .S l :m Gf '.-:io!nbi nc:; -;·1.:.ll \•Ji _e 'l t':e r;:1p '.8-a ':ir-:-; n ': he 
~1s~ i an3 ~~i C~!. a de. 

5. .;;~ 1... ~11,:; :' eali :-io of .:~ille~i cst:1 publ ic t~1c~ t :o v.; !' ~~~~:1t t: G0.. l;3 
effcr: s hav~~ 'be e r: ..:; ·....:J::r fi c l si. l '1:1J.. i :1.~i::e ~t..l.ate . 

-·. :·:ill t a:r .r .. .::ili..l ti-:> n t o pro~l em i s no t c er tn.i 11 ::m:= c ...:i. t 
c:" ~ : "1~;!~ .:; .~: ]11 S i 11. ~ ·4 0 . Ul t 1 :.:i!..l ~ a l.f "'l:e lflil~ i:; ~i.n.:i. 
,_~":":· l ' .. ~ - :t!:1 , ~ ;~ e ::·:ss !.~ i :'!<J. lly ~i n:l a i i p ow~:.t ic a:i ~_ ut i on . 

: 1?:L'C3 i e~ ': : 10 ...1 , ~1 ".) m tte:::' :1 ' ~9. C ~re ::!.. 

l ~ no su~9 vl c ~ ory. 


:1c~bma:i.~a. : l':'l.:it. ' ..; r i ~h t. :;e ha.-re bee·J. t oo opti n: l s tic. 
!:.hr e e or t 1I '.) ! '1 ':hy:;~ l..:) ru.y e .:;ti .:na!:.e. 

U3 ..1. : 

r f 
$ [".. ::· : ~l •.:; : .~ ~ :...:,. ~ .;] r:. .; ~ :" i ~11 ... t i:'.'.. l l ~ ~Ll.~ ~· J.. ' 

n3e~ ~~ J~; lora th8~ ~ea~s . I t l ~ i ~~o ~~ l = : ~ t o 

-- 'f, - ~ i ... . 
... ...... a.:> 4•. 

http:1.l!le~ics.ns
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r1!cNama:::-a : Our llili tar,r ac tion approach i s an unacceptable Nay 
t 0 a 3u;ce3~ful ~J~cl us ion~. 

3:all: 
::a:::: le? 

J'l!C_~ .9.:ln.ra: ...ii ~~1t • rfli ,: Geer: .J U c i1 t,1.. .::-:.1.ll C ti on . i ~0 ...."lG ~O :J .:J".l .1. or 
a ~1u .::? i ncrea:~e in v.:. e~ - :·Jam -- :;oo . ooo en . J~t a ~ t !1s Ga::ie t;iLilc 
it JL--:ty L:aJ. to e.303. a :l ::>. El::l un:_~.3i ra~la ::-0.s~lt~ . .i ;:;u_;;;e.st 
~ ;e 1-:io!r ·:ou s.~ o tlBr a ltcrns.tives . 

, ' 1Tili· .... _,. , ._ ._, ., ., ,·:1. - '- ·"1"' "' ... .., ·r--- '-'1 1: _ .. _ .. -, .. .,~ ;,..,t:- 11~,.. ,,1--j ,-·n ­
- • J..- v~• .., ;...;. ~ •.. .... v c .. '-'"' i,.,_, J. \..I- v.. .J....., 1..., .;1 .,4..u, .- .. J.... 1,.,,. ...1.l..r-->... • ~ 

c1 t.1 't L-~1i~1~~ lt !_ ._; ..:t.:;~ i ::u3 -- ..;.~.~i l l :wt.l1!9."lt.:;.. 3e to :.J:r:..~t:1 ·/i ':.:.t -.;c:i..!i . 

?o~3l~ilit~ ~~rt~ Jlst-~~m wil l int :::-pret a pau3~ a3 a 
~ c~ o~ w~~~~e~3 . 

) . :~:.../ i .~;nd. to tro'.AbL:; :·;it~1 LoJ6e .'.ln.:. ...io ...;.t:1 1ist-.:-J .:n . I t 

,l oc.:rn': ::J.:J.~-:6 -::...1y di'.'fere ..\::G -;, ~t or -.-ho l.::. 1:'1 JouLh ·vl 3t - )ktra 

i~n ' t worry a~ Jut th3:::i . 


Loi3e is n 6reat a~mirer of t~a ?res l t ent . He ~ill act like 
a sol:iier • 

?resi~e~t: I di~fer ~ith you . ! thi~c Lo~ e c~i :he Jouth 
Vietn'l:ae;:;a 3ove!'nr.'.!.e: 1t a!'e pr.. cls-:;i.:; . ·1i e ' . .,'::) '.:: ~ 1.d. e. :L.3 l: ' .;c;;sr.:..:ae!'lts 
out tha~e . ia ~u~ t ;~~e t~ou~ht ~J Khera t ~e Jt . Lo~i~ ~~st­
~espat~h ~pisode l ~~ds t~ . 

A3k ~o~ryain 1n tha li ~h ~ cf Sor t h Vietnum~se rencti~n ~here 
S!.!'e t·re ? 

.:.l .:;o :.'ia.'13fl e lj_ -- he i:J s Yrlvir;,c; · rlth a fu.11 ::-e port . 

~ra: ?~e s 3~re ~or e s cal~tlo~ af :er s spcns lo~ . Don ' t 
oe1 ... e ve i t >'fi ll ".:le a. :;a.Jor pr.::>:Jle;:i . T~ls pres3llra is onl~r in 
tar~s o~ t~e So~th • 

.~c pu~li~ans ion ' ~ ,_,are s:l;gest we bo:::ib cl tie s . 

I )f.!.11 :::::-eco:n:!end ~-re :i:) a~ :;. c;::;_ t )() • 

.1i n·~ :1s.iphon5 Zia.r·bor'? I 1...-111 suggest t :11s late::.~ :nysGlf . 

:'h!'se t o s ix ...no::'lths' fro~ n')n we Hill ha.ve to d o thiG . 2µt 

-.:nn.ger is .2u.s.sla~1 reaction . I t Hill ~a le s s l.t vrn ha·1e pa u3e . 


..:1 !l3 . ~ : rh l ~k you unt~r~s t~~a~ e p~J~le~ ~e face wlt~ Jout~ Jiet­
.\'"a ~:i . 


Jre~t~st danger ~ J rl3h~ in t:1i 2 :::·:::>:1IJ. .3i:nply cam~ot 
::!.i~. cuss t !1is xi th y-:,ur i·d:' e . I ~un s ee stories about thls 
:..ttl:! I u!:l e m.Ja.:.~ra:-~ sed . Pl ::: s. s e l.at ...i.s c: ~c:.: o·.1rsc:ves a11d clis c:..:.s.s 
t·rl t h no hum9. i1 !Je l r:.g . 
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( :·Teeti n ·;; o.d. journc:d. for l i;.nch at 2:20 p . m. :1!eeti::..6 re->umad 
'3. t 3 : 05) . 

3 .'..niy : ?or the pause . .)hare ~1c~~ao'3.::-a vicl ~;i that se t tlement 
oust be politic :.1.l . rhis .1ill :::e form .Jf dl plo.::a •:;.tic L1i:iG.ti·ra . 

Pres iJeat: I'm ~at inn 9os itlo n t o ~~ota ~haelGr on proa 
or c:1m:; of pause . .1e l o a goDd. .:>old.ier a~1d will foll o1•1 8o :::i.:.anl~r­
i n - :::: :1ief . Jon ' t t hi.:.~~ :J.i .; ViC\/2 .:.:t.re e--: o':;ion~l . ii~ l.3 loy<?..l to 
~·:c2~:1.:::iaru a rl'i me - - -- ~ .. -:; hD. ..J C: O!l 'Tictions •• • • poi::t '-lp .:;y.;;ta11a tl.:: ­
';llly ~-.l s vie·r::.; . 

2 u;-i1_:j· : It' v,;c ar'e -s~ir..:~ to ~J Lt p<~\.l.Jc , I ''1 ~l.4~:1 :r~!;l1er ~t;t""Je d.0~s 
it ~~fo~e t~e ~on3resci com~~ ba~~ . 

1 . Militu~y affects . 
?
"- . Psyc~olo3ical anl political aspects . 

Politica l e~fects on t his country: 
(1) Ca~e is ?ot proven . 3elieve this action will ~e zood - ­

lf it re sults in some ~i~d of con~erence or ..JU3pe sio~ of 
t'~~.stili ties . 

·rhiLJ.k p:..t'.:Jli c ..c·eact.10~1 v1ill 8e :1egative -- s:1m«i r: ..t; uncertain­
ty . Alxays thin.I{ t:rnre is pos si ;:illi ty of e .ror i n a ::;s .=.s.sir..g 
pui:ilic opinion . :E1a.t they really ;.·.-ao.t is cessation o~ !1ostili ­
ties . 2fot very· :::uch p0int l::: re :3pond.l::...:; to ·:rc::.ni::'.''3statl::Jn of 
pu blic opir:.iol1 t h3.t sa;;s ''you ' re n.:i t ~oL:.g en:iuc;h". 

A:1ytime t :1ere is e -ri :iance cf lac}:: o: cert2. i.c.c;y 0:1 ~ he 
.~ o-J'-er A.1.:ne rit ' .:.J po.. l... t , lt 1 -~ ~1.d~ t-:; :1.e5a ti-.te t; 1 :.i.::J.~~i.:.1; l .!.1. t~-3 pu ::,11..::. 

'.'. i :-•.J. . It x· 11 C'.:'•U3e ;eopl:. tJ HO!'Yj- a'oo'-l.t ~epth o:' ~:::>~-:~rictioYl 
1 ~ ;ov3r~me~t obj ~ctlve . 

.'.'·1 e g :i..t l ve o tl ~t~ b."J..lance . 


?'&@;Jrdl!'tr'" '"' U.''·~t1'n;1-o'"' ,,.,~~.:.'-'1°r t"'i~ act1·0:1 ~··1 "'ul 1 'oe t:- '.·,,.,., ­c.Qe ~ :..J "'1. .... i.;J vh .;.J ,, .. J._ 1..t ... ...., ... 1 ~ • ..:l.1o. ...I ~ c;;.J.~-J..I. 

i s ~·1hether this '"ct lon r esults in act '.m.l accor:iplish:nent • 
. ;tJ/ 

As I :mC:..arst;:;in .:'!. / t:'li:: a~tio~ will !l.o 'c 'o ·...: -i:me :v::.t.h pre­
t::t!'l'a .-ig3 ::ient .: i th ~1.u.:J s ians . This i 'J a:;. n.ction noci';al :: nt and 
.~~bi6uous . :Ie use t ha Cl1ri s t :ca3 3ea 3 0 11 - - u.n:i bJ : ! at .i.... ~ict Ul1l 

pras e nta tlo~ wa are jll ~ ti ::::~ the e~f~~t i~ i ~3 h ~ f ~ i-for 

psycholo;ical and polltic~l ~as~l~s . Also lil~:i~J effcc~ on 
}U33ian.s -- ani o.ny o.::-in31::::;_; about of peace ::-ie3ot::.ations . 

:o~c srned as to what tap~sns if th!s fail s • 

.!:f :-a:1..:.1:_~e , i-1e ~iOn ' t ;et cr e:..it !'or it . l.her·e will :e 
:... ene:·red. pressUl~e fiJr C.I'a.J~i:. :..:.. c~ion . ·,Jc; ' ll :1s- ~1B o"":· .;ta~l'~S to 
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~e;o~iations becau3e of fail:.lre of major and spGctacular e;fort . 

P..:::·esile;.1t: .H10.t do you think? ~:hat trnuld :Je tti.e V3.:ue? 

! ort~3 : If we could i:J t~i3 jy pre-arran~e=en~ with t~a iiUSSiQnJ: 
!!.If ~,re ~·io~l.J fir:ally co:-i...:11cr a pau::rn , ;ic Ltl:l ~hi s ; ive you an 
opportu:1i ty ~o ·::;et th3 7 C to the confere!"lce table?" 

3U"'.1d.;J: ~e lon 't thin~ we c1n ~ut them i~ a corner . Ihe p~per 
t.o t :1~ ~uJsi~as is draf t e~ carefully tc ~o as far a s wa can with 

2:.t2:-~ : ifo ' ·;e triei t'.) e~1:a:;a ti:J.e 3ori::~t::: i n t;;he 1li e t-2r~l.::1 sa'::le ­
.::::e vi : -~!o;c; :::: o·.-r .::::.:-. a ' t d.e :!..i·,;~:r ~L>..noi . 

? ort;a.s: :rhis venture dpen:':.s ont(le J.us..,ia;J.s using o'.or uctio:1.s 
:or so:ne purpose <'11th N'-::ir:~1 Viet - lJam . All I d.o is rn.i c: e the 
qu~stion as to whether i·:e h:_we ade;:iua.te reason for a .:.;su'TI.;tion . 

'.3all: 'l'!li s assU:J~-:;tio.n i s not based on o ne conversati:m , bu~ on 
a n:i...LJ.~er of tl1e.::i . V~l"'Y o~ten t.t.e rnea.:'1s us ~d by c~::imu:1i :'3ts is ?J.ot 
jl.:-e ct . Al.30 t i1ls 2. :-: .:>:..i.:nptio!'l is oa3ed c.n c::::ec.t; con ·1::;r:.::~t:~n 

~it~ t~e 3oviets . If we pau~ed , the Jo7iets te:l~s t~ey will C:o 
t h9 ~est tl~y ca n (~aaed on twenty '.)r more conversa ticns). 

~ 
1 

v ...~!!.~"' ~"'i iJ ·· .-. ;.-. n"i a '!"\ ' ' 


evi(!.e:1C9 t l: a t protest s hct7e :TJ.::l etf'ec o~-1 t'.1e :J . ~ . '..iovern:ne1t . 

-n;.._.;,.a.-.L. "'"~ ,,.- r ....L.;i...1..1. "" g·~r __ ::..-.. ... ...1 i-·\ o.,,d~ ~ ~ l:' ~r. "S~1.A. ...., t:~ t...::i.... _ ~csc_ ~-

Jall : 
.3out~1 . 

Ale:~ Johnson: ;.[a c-:i..1 ' t Lay~ i t sn:.d. ~:,· ~Ia!1'.)i and. Chl~2'. t i1a : 
3UJ3 i a l s conspiria3 ~it~ ~he ~nite~ States . 

'.:::11 ".':'or:i: A:'glli:lents for pa u.::;e are ·we 11 presente:l . 2ve:1 lf I 
acceptei them , I still feel deep concern over t;~is ~av~ . 

11. Tri :=1 to .:'i5ure OLlt t!le ci!'c;.&.stance under .1 ·-: i':h No.::'th 
'lieta}a:n :rn".lld ta ~lc . Onl,J1 thei!' 8::;:ief tl•e.l are :-iot _;:)i ~:s :o 
:.ri?l. the ~J"~r iL'l Jouth 'liet- l.!a~ I d.o~ • t be :!..ievs t:-: ~ :l .~re Stt ~ ~:at 
:;:;a;e ,10·-r . I thL::{ th·::: .:r '.: 3lie ~rc t~1; ~· are -;.ot los :. :_.::; o Tll~ ~· a::-o 
~~.~;!i!l .: la.r ;-£3 ~ur.a 'Jers Of :D. 5 !1 l.J ~'fl1 . [':-;e~r h::.«.re t ~ e e:C~J. 'J l;-:_ 3 :J~ t:1:; 
?r31c~ :s!ora the~ . !hey ~elie~e t~~ t ulti~a t ely :~e Unlte! 
Jtates ·;;ill':i~e of tl1L:: '..'1.nl ,;:> h-:me a.nr;'..J:)r-th 'viet-?-Ja.::i •-rill:;;; :>= ­
V:J.il . th '. :l t:1e ~? 1\:'1 0 11 :r.5y ' .:.·e no: ,,;cin:; t:) -;Ji:1. the :·Ta::- , t :1 e~· 
:·rill no'; t; '0.L{ an:i the J.u..::.sir.:i.!'lG ca. :not col.·.rince them . 

P!'e:>i ·:ent an'l the ,;o-,err::nent !1a ·1s tal.{eC.. 
Don ' t ~elieva a ny mer~ talk will ~~ any ~co~ . 
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Any ob j sc~ive c i': i ze~ kn~;s t he ~overnment ' s position . l'al!\ of 
pea ce i ~ int erpreted a s a si ~h of wea~ness . 

r 111 s p3. ' se ~10lll .::!. e:1~0U2'aJ ~ :~o:-th Viet - )Jara -- t ;:;,~:e t_ :is to 
~)e ".1. s t e p 1J·::i. c!('·rn.r d , i :: :::- e apon~e t ") U. S . pro t e s t cpi n ion a.:i.J. ·,;orl 
O,J L'li0:'.1 . 

·1 n•· i-~11· n ::- t'""t !1i· .., , ~ .;:, 1-r.· :::. ' r"1''-1n ;ri· ,.., t - 1,T -=-r~~fr·om f'i· ,,.,,~ i· .,. t.:...e y.. l. L ;Jt..1- ~ -'") 1.LC.\. .., ·'-- --- - V ... - .lV l,, V ..... .l. • - t.1 - '..j :.A,.._ -6 -.J."" 

c.a:.1 ' t wi 11 h i r: :lers t~e -:- ::..Jse of t '.:3 ·, ro.:- . 

3 . ·.r h e ~-i ': '.1::; t i ::i~ c o. 3..:. t o 2:' S .J -...un e (a:-li l ~ · .ri ll 1'=.3'.l::le ·:lec·3.~.3~ 
~-~ '--.._ i.1 '~~s a:e 0~11~,, :111e ~ :"l t:,:er1 :~., o:::· o...'l~ i :: ~ i. l ~y ~ ~ h 1J 3a ~'i .:10 ~·.;s.. ~1 t 
p ~:.t ce ::.. : ii.·1-; ;:': lc 9 , :.I;10 :.:R:--i t i.13 :o s ~t out ~r· e t~1:1. t ~·:e 
'."'.'.) 1: r :s:.t.-:i"3 . 'I'h·"! : ' ;fill :i~- -~e en ") u:_;:1 e v'.~ :.1s...> to !1spp~t1 

to e n~o~~~~o ~~e paas o t: s~ on . 
4 . I .:... ti• .) ;l. :;.. c: ~ :J t t :~ e :'l.J" ::> O t hs 3 id t :1~~" t t :--~:3 .r' e i :.; .::J 0 :;Yt .t1 :, ~ 

o ~ 3 "'..l~cess , ct:1 ·:~1... s :·.;ill ~~n>J:·r i~ t ~c> • .:\.11 :i ! lJ:1 ' ~ li l·~s t::e Pr·e s :. -
Jent t o tu~e ~ pc~ t t~e th2~ 1 2 cl early un}rodu~ ~i ve . n i :ht end 
up '.Je l ns viewed .::1. s a ..:;; i m:nick . TL~l n3 d uri n3 Christ~a ::; is un­
f or t U.."la te . 

5. .LJo:-i ' t belie·;e Vle t - :-JRm i :..; soi ng to be settled p uolicly • 
:lu.mpi1rey a :'li 3a:: .:-1.:nan p ucllci-z.e d. t rips Nill not s ettle anythi ng . 
0:1ly Nhc r1 :aanoi feel s nothi r..3 t o b.; ..;ai ne i by turtr.er fi ~:1ti r_~ 
is ~hi s :·,rn:r ; oi ~1 3 t c c 11d . 

6 . I f 3ovie t ~ ~elieve i t ls t tte lr be s t i ~ t ares t t o take 
f a·10:!'.'s ble s t eps , t hey ca~1 do it at an;;- t i :ne . 3 i 'nply bc:; cause 
bJ2~l n3 l~ ; olag on will not stop t he~ fro~ interve"lin; . 

7 . I'i .:.e .:ni :~1 t come -;;he n pau.:; a woul -i be v::i. l ·1a '.:lle -- i f we 
t bo~ ;h t the r 8 wa~ a chanc~ i t wo ul i ~e s ~c ~a~sf ~l , th~~ a~i only 
'.: h-;n ~· .::i ;.1l d I :!o 1 t . 

20.. :.l: T..1i :i :-: :·:e :::.::i ~~ ~ ~1. wi ste.. l~~ in r'"' eeli n .:; .::9..:101 ::~ .:> ~:... ::e d.om of 
.2 ~ +:1c -'! . Tl1~ ~r (.; :J.~1 ·1 0 CT :) !"~ gi '.;r e up ~l: i s :Ic.. r alo ...'le t .1an ~.-;e t·i ould 
l ::: t Jai :~~~1 f a il_. I~ ' s ~,;!1at !:~ e c 0"1~ :.ti1i s t p i.J :'Js- 1-- s ::;~ li evc. i ~ t:·1e 
;:·t.;ht co J.r s e . I~1e b o11bin5 j14.~11b di l.cS Ch .:. .~:J. a~1 :. t'.:e J23J. . 

Mc.~1a1nara : .J h "J'.1ld ':Je p ur:;ue .:ni li tar;:r e.s tirna te of 50 - 50 chan~e 
victory -- o~ ~h~ t ~h::Juld we do? 

3'.l .·_~:~ : I r: c ·~rry i 11-= t :--:. e poli t icnl ~Sl:: tle , I i l ..; ad. 3 .J :i a~:1 i ~... 3 uo~e 
~ ~2 V\ ~J e {1':~1i/ ~ ·;t: t ~1e pre~e :1 t :i · :-~~ . .i·; n'":; ~ ·:i ~'J ~cl~~ 8 l ~c.:.1~ :hat; 
t h'3 J'1 i ~:: .: 5 t :"'=.:.e.3 i ...; :'1c:i .-: ra1Jl~ ·J.:l'.i 11:1::; bet'; "*'1 :;i\TGi.1 :1:J D. lt o ~ ~-3.t i ve . 

".I~ ..; ~ ·3!~ : ::·~1 :J:.i.1... ?O ~: i : :.. J.1 :;y ~') :--:> ·t:!. !1.z :Io: ,~ ~:'! : ?e~. ~ 3 . 

-.... 1 ~ 
..u . ..:1. .. ~ p e::1c-:; • 

p~=~a~ s it l~~~ s il ~f ere,t on t t~ i ~s i !e ~ ~~~ it io~ ~ o~ t ha 
o J. t .: i :!.a • 

- -- ,.._ .L.l. .. l .., 1• " " ') "') ~e · ~ ··1· "'t - ·1· 1 1.r\~ :.:; :;- """ .i. .L ':" .J ,) ' _,, .h.L .; l. t • ... - · v'I - ~ hey d o? I' '.13 ~· ~ J i11 
:.l3 • ~. i ~ :.?..:r ·~ ·~o i '1 ..) t () ~3 C"J::i bi ~16 <;. :rn et .J of ~·Ior th 
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7i3t -N~m. dearer to them t ?ian the 0:::1e s we are bo~blng o China is 
be;inni n~ to ready plo.t!~s : o f:i-::- et ·.1s in t '1e s l{.ies o It a 9pcars 
t hat MI3s are being l~t~oi~~~d i nt o ~orth Viet-Nam . They are 3et­
ti:1i:; :~ ead.y ~o::- e 3 ~ala.t ion -- ctn:l ~· 1 ill c::.ll 0:1 .;:t ssia . 'i'~Tey d.o-:..1. ' t 
:-r~~~ t t o con~ront 1~s i ':l ~ne tn:J.:-.i -- t~ 13y >1'$1.nt s. -..·my out. 

i" .n· t .as: ~:ie :~· o.. --J ~,re a.:-e :io i:i3 l t l G too latle to 3et tc.c J :r1i e t.3 
t 0 j_:) r:..r.y t :11 :i:; . 

Sc.t ll: 3ut ~fortl: Viet - :·J · r:: wo u l d _'\::n.:>N a i i ".'J l'.'.Hila tlc o ;:' fe- .1s l --re l s 
:;01:-i: o on ':::e :1·;.J..f ") :' t:-.e .-tu!3 .s i '.:l.n::> . If :ror t h 1Ti ct - :rs.:n snys " .:~;:; " 
t-:> the Soir i '3 t s, they have- a w:::..y oTt ~-;'1en .Nor t l: I!! s t - N::"'..r:i. c ~1. l:!.. s or.. 
t'~.:.::i tOl"" .'11~ :1' 9 c.=-r:-_S ' 11 ! :n_..:; ;,_1 • 

you ~1 ·en a~y ~hou~ht to ~a zoi ... 1..:Pl'e s !. ien t : 
v:r: 

lusk : Y3 :> •· It i s r e l n.ted t '°) whether or not ;;ou en1J isa.3e :l:JL1s 
::'le ::iause . Ir ·you ar:? _;'.)ii.1;; up !:::i t=;rGet a11d. thf:!.:ni{ tl1a UN on :~:.e ir 
lz~ st C.9.y -- a ~.> ho::...~t .3 tate ·.: ~ ::it -- :-e00unt t ~-:" m:::i. 2.n el ~ ~nP:'l.ts :)f o-..rr 
poll cy -- a..1 .::::0 t::y t~ l o::>~~ '.Jeyond Vi e t-Nam -- a. .-11 t he ho?C.J of 
rr.an:t1n':1. ~ll over t .he world -- 0d a !"'· ticn, heal t h and p~:?t ::e -- ~.tat 
lc ind. of t wa:1.ty min:.t~3 --i i31t Houl :. '::i ~ 1-10rtl1;-.rhile . It i·roul:1L b e par­
t!. cul :!i.rly :.D rthwhil9 if you do the pa t.t- e. 

:\fc ~la. . ara : _J:i(s o s~e if ro11 a:re not ~oin3 t o po. ~12 c. . ':I2.:--lt t;") •..J ::?~ 
t~1e s;> ~:ec ·h b"'fore fi n::i. l i e cls ion .- ­

~t;;;u-
Pr2~ i d.e ..'l.t : ~myt~1L 3 ~ :.irt.b.7 r t~ b·:: __ gs :!. ned ~ the Sacrc t a: r .:r :ir 
:1 olcL'Jerg a~1d. t .::1a ~ ! 1 ..:. ::i <jiu.n.J - - .):1 h e b:::is l s : we wi l l do t h: s i:' 
JOU wi ll f :)llo~·1" t;hr ouc;h? Tell !::!:;;-=n: Hera ' s Hha t we waat tc f:Q 
1 f ~·o u Hill ~i c :: :1:i~'i !. :;d.3e : :1:;1 t :rJ'l. }Till :i .) .:: o.:ne thi. ~ . 

be ~ : a pos~tl~n ~o ~e l._1 pc..r t ;iar ­
~hi ; Jith the ~~~ 3 i~n3 . ~hay ;ii ll .~t l• ray"° denJ ~::: ei .'.l,_; 1 ~ :!. eai ~< ·J 
"·'f i th a _, apl:&.listi~ :i;:o 1 ~ cr o 

...~u~ :<: : i·!os,:::0·1, ?olo.nd a n l E-Iune:. ·~ ri hav 3 :)ee n 1:1 to~·1 ·nith :1m1oi . 
·:ia 11a 1T~ n~v..~ r hearJ · f _:>::i .Pol an,:i an:i nun3.s.ry. 

If :Je .:':.0 ~1 ' (; o t !1 i " , h a·, ;:; we a ny other J.lpl~matl~ :aovas i e 
ca_1 .na:=:a -- a :1·;;- a_p;.;r o£;;.ches 1rl t :. u.. J oth~r gov :;:r:1rue:-it? 

:t u.3k : ~ 1-a ooul ·1 ta: 1re i t t:J the Sectll· itJ Co w e ll i f t :-1~ :iu....: .-> i :J: l3 
di ...~ Yl ' t :r·et:> a. ~1::1 :-;;;:;; :::. the :3~er3t~.t: .J ~Gae.:..· .;.. 1 t o so t.J .::Ia: oi . :~ t:;; 
~0 .11 ~ pr a.3~ t!1I:! ~un:;:J.rian cna: n;;; l )~a:t:r h :?..r ..i -- the-y a.t~c i:1 totic:1 
wl tl1 Mo.:3 co i;; . 

I ~o~ry a~out ~ri ~s ~~ t ~! 3 t ~ th3 &~ a~J~ ~J l ~ v iew of t ~~ 
.. ! ~i.v ~as la '..1. ile.J t i on . 

n ..t...'fo c 0 ul l cont i.~1"..l.e 
a .JJYo.. ' 
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J. U.U.~ ~ V A.~A~n e.. President: Dia Wilson say u.n,}"euil'le e:..uu1.1.li 

n U.o.K.: ae was very relaxed e bo u Ii i -c. 

rie asked me about the 12-houi• truce. 
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DECLASSJFL...,1:1D ~· 
E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 

N~CMemo, 1/30i95, State Dept. Guidelines
Dece~ber 18, 1965 By~,NARA, Date l_l-ICZ:11 
Meet1"'.lg i~ Cabi'net Room 

. ..... . 

P:::ssent: ·rhe Preslient, Rusk, 
Ball, Alex Jo:tinson, 

McNaI!lara, 
Abe Fortas, 

Bundy, Cli !:.'ford , 
Jack Valenti 

pu~ject: Possible bo~bing pause in North Vietnam 

Time 12:35 p.m. 

President: Publicity seekers.and arnateu.rs cannot have a hand 
in our affairs with other nations (in regard to Fanfanl affair). 
~hen Adlai (wrote) letter rebuking the 3evereid break, CBS only 
carried JO seconds. The denial never catches up with the accusa­
tion. 

Steve~son had a martyr compl~x but he never was going to 
resign. 

Amateur excursions into diplomacy can cost you greatly. 
But having to reply to it, it destroyed its e ~fectiveness. 
We can't conduct ne3otiations ••• 

( .-,:;uard these papers we are read.in6. We simply cannot allow 
this i nfor::;:.ation to get out. I ha.d a con-ve:::-sation ~ri th the Chair­
~a~ of the Joint Chiefs of Staff -- a~d I ca!l unierstand what 
Mc:Ta.mara is 11 ·ving with -- he gave ::e the reasons why the Chiefs 
are a ;ai!'l.St a cease-fire and a pa:J.se -- i .t al::nost makes it i:n.­
posslble to attack •.• ) 

(I would t!'eat !!lissions '.'li tho"'..l~ -'!le:'.lti:>ning or pointing up. 
Af:er the fact, it 1 s alright but we cn.nnot annou..11ce their 
.sc~e·iule as a p· • ·· · ::;o : ' ion. It would g .et ~ nowhere.) 

t>e..acc. I« ' S.> I a°'"" ' lrH\00 
The :iil1tary say a ::ionth'spause would µna ·we all we've done. 

McNamara: That's balo!ley -- and I ca:i prove it. 

Pre3i.ient: I don't think so. I disagree. I think it contains .. 
serio~.s military risks. It ls inaccurate to say suspension of 
bom~ing carries no military risk. 

Bfi.."1.:iy and McNa!!lara: We can resu:ne bombing at any time. 
llJ4'\"'_V .. 

:?r~si:ient· : IfJGt.,.01d..~ with 60-1ao,ooo more men, and we did.n 't 
anti~ipate it, that's an erroro If they fix all their bridges 
a;i·i t:::-9.nsportation ••• (I il.....~lt 1.1~ tw~ +i..;, r~w..- pl~\\i' ovt.) 

R-..:.s:{: I d.on' t believe the suspension will last to January 27 
m1less we s.rS. well on the way to';•mrd peace. 

"'t, ....._ 

' .. .... ~ 
~ " f' ._ I' "' ;,, I. I·~·"'' .... '·'·-" :'· •,.:·· .. .r·.·.· 
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Pre~1~e~t: I agree. It could be~ very short du.ration. i 
Bundy: It would be better to start on the .?Jrd or 24th. I· 

I 

HcNa:nara: It would leak if we give Lodge longer than 23rd. 
Start Wednesday the. 22nd. 

Bundy: Which is then ThU!'sday, their time. If you go to the 
UN; the pause ought to co'!"'.le right after. 

Think carefully about if t:tere is a turnaround on Lodge .•s ? 
part. The question is do ·we want to know more · before we push 
the button. If he says the situation.would collapse, you may 
want to know more. • · 

President: What does Max Taylor think? Ho~: would. he vote? 

McNamars: Oil balance, "no". But ~e would vote with the Presi­
dent. 

Bu..."ldy: This is not ·11hat he. considers his arena. 

McNamara: He thinks the military pro3ra6 and pacification is 
goins better t han it 1s. 

P!'esident: i·Ihy do it the 22nd? Why not the 7th or 8th? 

.3uniy: Christmas time is a g8od ti!Ile psychologically -- also 
get it started befo~e Con~ress comes back. 

Presl~e~t: If you wind up bom':lin.g during New Year, wouJ.dn' t 1 t 
be ~etter to do it during their ~ew Year? 

Ball: Wouldn't it be better to ao it before Congress comes back? 

Pres1ient: Incidentally, do ·we want a personal State of the 
Union nessage? ·Clark, I want you to think about this. My incli­
nation ls not to speak in persono We wrote an 8-year pro3ram 
in our first State of the Union oessage. We've got all this the · 

J 'first year. ~ ~ .. ~;.. . 1 
- ,·' 

McCormack thi nlrs personal delivery wi 11 help elect the ·,,
Con·Eress. , I don't agree. 

Rusk: I disagree; If you didn't, you woald be giving up yo~r 
leaiership, here and abroad. I do have objection to a 9 .p.m. 
appearance. 

. : 

·McNamara: I. d.on't think you- have to go before Congress to 
assert leadership. You ought not to go unless {the message) has 

.. ,
;t 

.. '~· . 
• ,,.. .. J • - .. ~ -·-· ' -· · "' · . . ,,... '· ' . ":; :.. ;>... . ,\ .. .. : ~:· . , ::" :;· ­.. './. ~ 

~ , ~ 'or - '. ' ,• I · ~••.!.. " t , :0 ',, I • • 

~~- '.';)' '~·<>i&.~ ~!~. ;:________ _>::~,~ 
\ w• ',It 

-:,.: . ... .. . . 
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something to say. 

Cli:'ford: I think it would be a serious mista1ce if you didn't 
....... 


go in person. Last year you laid out a d~mestic p~o3ram. 
This ti~e you report on the shape of the program. 

I. think, after your ·illness, failure to appear would be 
injurious to world leadership. To break a long standing custom 
would be serious. 

Rusk: If we were at peace in Viet-Nam, it misht be alr13ht, but 
not now-. 

President: I think there is a good deal to what Cliff says. 
Clifford: I would ~o lt on the 11th or 12th. 

President: We could do it on Monda~', the lDth, the firs~ day. 
That's what we ~id last year. 

(Fortas, Rask, Clifford all intensely in favor of pe+sonal 
delivery.) 

{After reading the position paper oi1 a pause) 

It ran..1{.les me that we h~we to prove again to Con3ress we 
are striving fo~ peace. We've 1one that again and again. 

i=iusk: It'.3 '!~hat have yJu done for me lately?" 

President: Would we read about the suspa~sion on the 23rd? 

Bundy: The British will probably leak it. 

Presldent: Who will you tell about this? 

H.usk: 'The U'A:, Thailand, Aus tralia, New Zealand, Korea, , Canada, 
India, Japan, the Philippines. We need to tellthem something 
within 36 hours. 

Alex Johnson: After the first Saigon briefing of no mention of . 
an attack on the North, the press will be hounding us. ~ 

President: You better move your dates back. I'm not ready to 
do anything yet. We have . a lot of talking to do. 

Dean, tell ~e what you thin..~ will be achieved by execution 
of this recomm~ndation of a pau3e~ 

Rus:c ~,1r ·st; there is the un1erlying question of the American 
peopl e. They are isolationists at heart. (I a~) convinced 
tl]e people will do what has to be done in a vra r situation if 
they are c::m,vinced there is no alternative. You must think about 
the morale of the .American people if .the other side keeps pushing. 

. ;";~.: ·~ .1' ' ·~··· •..... ...­...•'-, • • , .u " • " ...r· •• r ,, . --~ 
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We must be able to say that all has been done. 

President: Haven't we done this? .­
Rusk: To my satisfaction, but pe!·haps not to that of the 
Amarican people. · 

·Second, it's our deepest 1.u.t:0~•I purpose to achieve 
(Atr,~I) · ) by peace not war.. If there is 
one .chance in ten or twenty, a step of this sort could' lead · · •J 
to a settlement on the Geneva a3reements and 17th parallel •• J~t.k.~I· 
One chance in twenty is. my g~ess. 

Try to create a heavy obligation on the .a.ussian.'s part to 
settle. If we pause, they will owe us something. The Russians, 
Yugoslavs, Hungarians have all pressed this with me. There is 
a possibility of deception. 

President: They are pretty good.at that, aren't they1 

Ru.s'!<: If the::e is a chance Rl.,lssia would. take advantage of a 
suspension to start a mo'=1ement toward peace, it is good. If 
l t fails, ••• 

(I am) influenced by the fact Russia an~ Iron Curtain 
cou.~tries ~cted in India-Pa~istan crisis. 

Also they don't want China-:: policy to win. Also, they don't I 
want a. c::mfrontation with the United States over So'.ltheast Asia · I 
policy. I 

I 

If' it moves to the U.S. and China directly engaged, they 
have a 1eadly problem. This worries them. This Ollght to be 
clarified. We rn.ay get this clari:'ied on the 3rd day like the 
last tl !ne. 

A minor- point (it would) make sure the world knows the U.S. 
is not the obstacle to peace. Those who support us will find 
it easy to support us. 

President: From a propaganda point, ·there is a long shot chance. 
First, the Hussians owe us s~mething; second, it gives supporters 
ressons to go,.... with the U.s . 

..> 6.J."""1( 
Rusk: Possibility of trap -- parlay pause into unilateral pause. 

Presi i ent: Do we eliminate this ·by keeping the pause on an 
in~efinite time limit? I

I· 
Another concern is a pa use that fails. It will bring 

p~e3sure to ·go all out to get it settled • 

. >. • . . . ":. ­

•'. .. 
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Page 5. 

Presiderit: Th'.'lt is the most dangerous aspect. Don't we know a . 
pause wl 11 fal 1? If we are in ·.i'orse shape , ths-n:, won't we be 
bringing a deadly crisis on o~rselves? The Republicans are 
l~oklng for an exit • . When we suffer reverses, it will be attri ­
butable to this. The support we have will be weak as dishwater. 

Rusk~ The answer to Dirksen is that no real settlement came 
from Korea ••• They allowed North Viet-Nam to become commu."'list. 

1President: Bob. 
. 

McNamara: The . Soviets have not applied all the pressure they 
could. 

President: Ha.11::; they ever applied pressure? 

Rusk: Yes. During the first pa~se. -they said they didn't have 
time. 

Mc~amara: Our first pause was a propaganda effort. It was a 
propagaa~a ~ffort Y- not for the Soviets to help. 

Rusk: Another indication is that the Russiand have waged a great 
stru3gle again2t China. 

Presi:ient: Do we gain anythid°g: by doing this on the heels of the 
Italian mo7e? 

3usk: There is some disagreement in the timi~s. (one)Jthe h~rd­
liners say ~.., p'3.used in the face of' :ianoi 's intransigence .l (rwo) 

-{the lef't °l~in.; se.. ~1 s you are pausing because you don't believe any­
thin3 will h~ppen .~ · 

McNamara: My point is they haven't made all the effort they are 
capable of. 

President: How d.o you know that? Have they talked with .YOU? 

.McNamara: No. No contacts. This comes from State. 
This pause ~..;ill give us leverage ·:on them. It stops th.em from 


precipitous action against us -- such as an amphibious landing. 

s~ch Russian actio~ ·1s less ltkel~ if we pause. 


I think th3re is some movement from the DRV. We don't 
really un:.lerstand the DRV reactions. We don't really k.l'l.ow • .. we 
are out of co:=::'.lunication. (There is) danger because of this. · 
(The:ce is a) bare chance this · pause will help them moye toward us. I 

! ­
t 
I 

~. ' ·.. .·.•' 
·.e.:'. 

,. .. 
•'.; ·.. ·... . ·­

, •. ' 

... . . 
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Page 6 
' President: Wha.t does Tho:npson say about the Russians? 

... 
Ball: It would relieve them of intense pressure on response to 
·our actionso (There is) more danger of Russian;;; · response than 
Chinese response. So we must push them into a corner. 

Rusk: Suppose the Russians were trying to av.old a confrontation 
with the U,;S.? What are those Americans up to·? 

(The President left the room to take a phone call at 1:4o·. 

He re-entered at 1:50 p.m.) 


Bundy: We don't think you should contact Ford of the House of 
Representatives. Ee will denounce us. 

(lhe President did n~t answer.) 

McNamara: 1. The Soviets have ·not applied all the pressure 
they are capable of. 

2. Action · stops Russians from responding as forcefuJHto 

our attacks... -, 


J. ~orth Viet-Nam mlsht m~ke a favorable movement. ~e don't 
kn·Jw erDu::;h of t:'leir reactions to judge. · 

'..l- . Suspension of bombin0·n1ill widen the gap between the 

fiussinns and Chinese. 


5. 3trong feeling of Americ3.!1 public that ~ove rn1".e!1t peace 
efforts have been saperficial and inade~uate. 

6. Milit~ry solution to problem is not certain one out 

of three or one in t wo. Ultimately we must find 

solution, we !!l.us: finally find. a diplomatic solution. 


President: Then, no matter what we do in military {field.) there 
is no sure victory. · 

·McNamara: That's right. We have been too optimistic. One in . 
three or two in three is my estimate. 

Rusk: I'~ more optimisticobut :I can't prove it. 

Mc r·Ia:nara.: I'm saying: we may not find a military sol'.l tion. We 
need to e~i:plore other means. rt· ls impossl'::lle to negotin.te a 
se~tlecent we find acceptable • 

..:lusk: I don't a3ree. The q_ther ·side knows ::iouth Viet-Nam ls not 
3::ling to negotiate on une 'J'Gn terl!l.s. 

I 
~ 

1 

,, ,. 

http:negotin.te


Page 7 

r1!~1Jamara: Our :nili tar~r action approach is an unacceptable way 
t? . a' su;cessfu.1 co;1clusion~: • 

.Qall: ~·ihat }IOU are saying is; they quit and come to the conference 
table? 

McNamara: Hight. This seems a contradiction. I come to you for 
a huge increase in Viet-Nam -- 400 ,000 men. But at the same time 
1 t may lead to escalation ani un'lesirable results. I su3gest 
we look now at other alternatives. 

1. Mili tar;y· advanta3e to North Viet-Nam~ infiltration. I 
don't think it is serious --·s:na.11 advantage to North Viet-Nam. 

2. Possibility North Viet-Nam will interpret a pause as a 
sigh of weakness. 

3. ~"'lay lead to trouble with Lodge and South Viet-N'.llll. It 
doesn't :n!l~rn any di fferenee wha. t or who is in South Viet-Nam 
don't worry a~out them. 

Lod~e is a 0reat admirer of the President. He will act like 
a soldier. 

President: I differ with you. I think Lodge and the South 
Vi etn!:l'..'le::>e governuent are proble:n3. We've ~1ad en::> ~~h ':- govern:::ae!lts 
out there. We ~ust !ive thought to where the St. Louis Post-
Despatch ~pisode l3ads to. ~-

i~sk .0obrynin in the li ~ht of North Vietnamese reaction uhere 
are we? 

.Also ~1ansfield -- he is ar-riving with a full report. 

~cSi~ra: Pressure for escalation after suspension. Don't 
believe it will be a :::ajor proble.'.ll. This pressure ls only in .. 
terms of the North • 

.ilepublicans don• t dare suggest we bomb cl ties. 

P .O.L.? I will reco:nmend we bo~b them too. 

Mine Haiphong Harbor? I will suggest this later myself. 
Three to six months from now we }'lill have to do this. B~t 
danger ls Russian reaction~ It will be less if we have p~use. 

Rusx.: Think you UP.-derestirn.ate proble~ we face with South Viet­
1 . 

N'am . !. 
McNa~ara: Find it inconceivable that is so. l · 

i 

~reatest danger · is ri3ht in' this ro'.)rn. Simply cannot I 
I 

. 

discuss this .with your wlf~.- I can see stories about .this 
and I am embarrassed. Pl~ase let us check ourselves and discuss 
wj,th no human being . 

.. . . 

t 

,. \ . 
..:..~ ..... , .. 

.' ,'• 

------... ... . -- __ .,.._ -- .. - _,.. - --:- :--':'" - - . - ..,. . -- ~- ~- · ·-----·-
·~ 

.• 
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(Meetin:; adjourned for lu:-ich at 2:20 p.m. Meeting resumed 
at 3:05). 

Bundy: For the pause. Share McNamara vt-e~ that settlement 
must be political. This will 'ce form of diplomatic initiative. 

President: I'm not inn position to quote Wheeler on pros 
or cons of pause. He is a good soldier and will follow Commander­
in-Chlef. Don't think his views are emoti onal. He is loyal to 
McNamara and me -- but has comrict1ons •••• point up systematlc­
ally his views •. 

Mc~amara: Whatever dec\Sion you ~ake, Wheeler will follow. 

Bundy: If we a.re going to do a pause, I'd !lUCh rather have done ­
it before the Congress comes back. 

Fortas: Divide into two parts: 

1. Military effects. 

2. Psycholbglcal and political aspects. 


Political effects on this country: 


(1) Case ls not proven. Jelieve this action will be good 
if it results in some kind of conference or suspension of 
hostilities. 

Think public reaction wlll be ::1.egative -- showing uncertain­
ty. Always think there is possibility of error in assessing 
pu!::llic opinion. What they really want is cessation of hostili ­
ties. Hot very much point in respondir..g to manifestation of 
public opinion that says "you're not doing enough". 

Anytime there is evidence of lack of certainty on the 
government's part, it lesds to negative thinkin3 in the pu~lic 
:nind. It will cause people to ·worry about depth of conviction 
in govern.~ent objective. 

Neg'3.tive oh ~t_------::b-alance. · 

, i&gifr.41~ question-on whether this action should be taken ·- ­
ls whether this action results in actual accomplishment.. tt• 

AS I understand1J'this action will not b~ done with pre­
arrangement with Russians. This is an action ambivalent and 
ambiguous. We use... the Christmas season -- and by that fact and 
presentation we are diluting the .effort in its hoped-for 
psycholo~ical and poll ti cal results. Also diluting effect on I· 
Russians -- and any bringing about of peace negotiations. 

Concerned as to . what happens.if this fails. 

If failure, we won't .;et credit for it. There will be 
r;;nerwed pressure for drastic action . '.de '11 have obstacles to 

:..·~ ' "· ·; . .. 
~· ,•·. 

.. ... . ....~ 

_,;_ ~- . · ··.:. .-;.,... 
.,'-·· ._.. ,. 
"' 
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ne3otiations becaus~ of failure of major and spectacular effort • 
. . . 

P=esid.ent: ~'1hat do you think? What would .be the falue? 

Fortas: If we could do this by pre-arrangement with the Russians: 
~If we would finally consider a pause , would Phis give you an 
opportunity to get the vc to the conference table? rt 

President: We ' ve already done this with the Russians . 

Bundy: We don ' t think we cap put them.in a corner . The paper 
to the Russians is drafted cafefully to go as far as we can with 
the .Russianso 

Rusk: We've tried to enz;a3e the So'11ets in the Viet- Nam settle­
ment ~oscow can ' t deliver Hanoi . 

Fortas: This venture dpends onthe Russians using our actions 
for so:ne purpose wl th North Viet - Nam . All I do is raise ·the 
q~estion as to whether we have ade~uate ~eason for assumption. 

Ball: This assi.ll:!lption is not based on one conversation, but on 
a n~u~er of the2 . Very of ten the means used by communists is not 
direct . Also this assumption is based on direct conversation 
with the Soviets . If we paus~.9.. the Soviets tellus they -.·rill do 
the best they can (based on t~·rnnty or more conversations) • 

~.
Fortas: There is danger Hanoi would ~ a pause as f3a2ib-3:e 
evide!1ce that p~otests have had effec~ on the v.S. ~overnment. 
Ball: The thing that offsets that is heavy deployment in the 
south. 

Alex Jopnson: We can ' t have it said by Hanoi and China that 
Russia is conspiring with the United States. - · 

Clifford.: Arguments for pause -are well presented . Even if I 
accepted them, I still feel deep concern over this move •. 

1. rried to figure out the circumstance under wl11ch North 
VietxNa:n ·would talk . Only . their belief they are not go1!13 to 
win the war In South Viet-Nam I don ' t believe they are at that 
stage no~r. I think they believe. they are not losing. They are 
sending large !lumbers of men down. They ha'le the exa:nple of the 
:O'rench before the!n. T~ey believe that ultimately the United 
States willtire of this and go home and North Viet - Nam will· pre­

. V9.il. Until they know they '·re not going to win the war, t:iey 
will not talk and the Russians ca~not convince them . 

li"i . 2 . Believe the PresLient and the government have talked 
enough about peace. .Don ' t believe any more talk will do any good. 

., 

.·' .-· ·' .: '~ 1 ·­ .., 
... ..... ~ .. • • # ·. - . 

•, 
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Pase -9· 

Any objective citizen knows the government's posltion. Talk of 
peace is interpreted as a sigh of weakness • . .. . 

This pause would encourage North Viet-Nam -- take this to 
be a step backward, i~ response to U.S. protest opinion and world 
opinion. . 

. . ~ . 
Anything that hinders the North Viet-Nam-~rom figuring they 

can't -win hinders the close of the war. 
_. 3. When the time comes to resume (and it will resume because 

chances are only one in twenty or one in fifty) those who want 
peace at any price, who want us to get out are that we 
not resume. They will urge enough events to happen 
to encourage the pause to go on. 

4. If you accept the hypothesis that there is no chance 
of success, others will know it too. And I don't like the Presi­
dent to ta~ce a posture that ls clearly u.~product1ve. Might end 
up beins viewed as a gimmick. Ti·!Ilin3 during Christmas is un­
fortunate. 

5. Don't believe Viet-Nam is going to be settled publicly. 
Humphrey and Harri!:ilan publici"J.ed trips will not settle anything. 
Only when iianoi feels nothing to be gained by further fighting 
ls this waE going to end. ·· 

6. If Soviets believe it is to their best interest to take 
fav:n:·able steps, they can do tt ·at any time. Simply because 
bom'biri,3 is going on will not stop the:n from intervening. 

7. ·rime m13ht come when pause would be valuable -- if we i 

I·thought there was a chance 1 t would be s :.::.ccessful, then and only Ithen would I do it. ! 
I 

Ball: rhi!lk we L!lake a mistake in .fee11ns Hanoi has freedom of 
action. They can no more give up this war alone than we would 
let Saigon fa.ill. It's what the com..'!lunist powers believe is the 
right course. The bombing i~""'1>h(li?.cS China and the USSR. 

McNamara: Should we pursue military estimate of 50-50 chance of 
victory -- or what should we do? 

Rusk: In carryin3 the political battle, I need something. .more I 
thaYI we have at the prese:1.t time. We neea to make clear that I 
the United States is honorable and has been given no alternative. I 
We s trangthen our pos1 ti on by pro·1ing we want pea ce. I , 

l" 

Fortas: Se e-::is tome Yo-ei. hav-e already mai e your case for peace. 
: 


peYhaps it looks dlf~erent on the inside th.an it does on the 

out::::id.e. 


McN.:i:iar a : If we -out in 400, 0 ·'.)0 men, what will the y do? They will 
~erc.k us. We are going to be bo:nbin3 assets of .North 

. . . ~r· 

.· . .. .... ': ~. . . 
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7iet-Nan dearer to them ths.n the ones •·rn are b·::>:nbingc China is 
be2;inni n9 to ready planes to meet ','ts in the s:kies ~ It appears 
that MIGs are being lntrod:..iced into ~orth Vlet;-:Ja~. They are 3et­
tln~ ready for escalation -- and will ca],l on.Russia. They don't 
"tiant to confront us in Vietnam -- they want a way out. 

Fortas: The -:;my we are doing 1 t is toc>JlHtle to get the Soviets 

. to do anything. 


Ball: But North Viet-Nam would know a diplomatic offensive is 

going on on behalf of the rlussia.nsa If North Vi.et-Nam says "no" 

to the Soviets, they have a way out when North Viet-Nam calls on 

them for more arms and mena 


President: -Dean, ha1re you given any thought to me going to the 
UN? 

Rusk: Yesa. It is related to whether or not you envisage doing 
the pause a If ·you are going up to greet and tha.n..l{ the UN on their 
last day -- a short state~~nt -- recount the main elements of our 
policy -- also try to look beyond Viet-Nam -- and. ·the hopes of 
mankin1 all over the world -- education, health and peace .-- that 
kind of twe:lty minute ~1isi t would be worthwhile. It would be par­
ticularly worthwhile if you do the pause. 

McNamara: 21-Tofso sure if you are not goin~ to paLl.se. :iant to see 
the speech befo::>re fin::i.l iecisFoh. 

~ 
President: Anythin; further t~ be gained ~ the Secretary or 

Goldberg and the B.ussians -- on the basis: we will do this if 

;:,rou will follow through? Tell them.: · Here's what we want to do 

if you will ac::nm·rl~dge t::-iat you wi.11 do something. 


Bund y: You're n~ver goin.; to be i:'1 a position to be in partner­

ship with the .nussians. They will always deny being ir. league 

with a capitalistic powera 


Rusk: .Moscow,· Poland and Hungary have been · in to~h with Hanoi. 
We have never .heard from Poland and Hung~ry. 

If we don't do this, have we any other diplomatic moves we 

can make -- any approaches with any other gover~..ment? 


(Siience for a few minutes) 
•, 

~=t usk: ;re could take it to the Security Council if the aussians 
dld:l't veto and ask the Secretary General to go to Hanoi. We · 
coill.l. press the Hu..."'1.garian channel · pretty h'.3.r-i -- they are in touch 
with Hos cow. · 

I worry about bringi ng t his . to the assembly in view of the 

n~oiesla ques tion. 


a ~:!e could continue these discussions of which we have .had 

... 
l~.J.·, · ...-
~~; 

~-.':r ~· -:"\ 
;., j ....J. . . • ..«! 
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President: Did Wilson say any~uin0 al.Jou.~ 1.1uis; .L uo~""l 1 "' .n...:..'""' • 

. . . 
nu6K: He was very relaxed abou~ i~. 

Pres1cen~: He asked me about the 12-hour truce. 

· Rus}.:: That should be left to local CO';:manders. It's not very 
I.long. 

Presi1ent: Let's outline all other courses and.see them 
~~ 

.3all: We have just about exhausted t:F...rez 1 - -il contacts based 

on wh'.:it we have given the:n about our position.; 


President: But the Viet Cong haven 't done anything. They get 

a lot of hay by just talkin3. 


Bun'.iJ: If we had a newspaper in· ii?~.noi not under their control, 

we c~~ao more (lau~htar). 


D:Jw~ the road there are a · lot of areas we haven't ~ 

s:;i.ch as ~or:nulsi.s on when · they shoot a!ld '"i·e shoot back as ".re move 

arollnd. Vie':na::io 


:Ia could plow a str:il,3;ht furrow durL1!: ~-rL1t~r a~1d. spri:.1.3 

A.nd cleaa out the South -- and put the 0~1us of conti:'lued fi~ht-
i:'lg on them. 


I '1-tould li:{e to set the d:;ilo.:is.tic e::p-:.rience o::.~ this pause . 

1.-le h:.:..•1e a lot ::>f diplomatic uia:J.~uvering to doc 


.-=ius~~: Jne of the pi bfalls is t11-=~t a new .si tua tion caa always 

turn out iiffere ·~t . For axa~ple, li~tin5 of the 3erlin bloc~ade 


ca~a as a su.rprise . In the Pusan peninsula, we thought we 

couldn't hang on -- and we dido 


I h~vrc a feeling that the other side is not that tough - ­
and it does not follow in a year or two we won't be in .the far 
more fa·..;orable position. I think the other side is hurting just
as we are . hurtin3. ,, 

.-,.• •, 

Clifford.: We could make qaite a case ths.t o\lr ' stand is pr·::>-" 
ducing 3ood res 1.11 ts by preventin.3 the Vi_et Cong from achteving 
their obje_ctive. Perhaps v'rn can connect beneficial events ·1n 
Indorie.3ia ~·ri th our presence in Vi at-Nam. At heart we are pre­
venting a communist takeover in ~liet-.Nam and that is to our 
cre1it. 

aus1c: I p.resU!:le you don't thinl: ·we can put a greatly increased 
offen3ive? (to McNamara) 

?(cNa;:na1·a: No. We are increasing · "but so are the Viet Cong. · We 
hav~ 3'4- U.S~ battalions plus 7 rn.ore soon, plus 10 Australian and 
othars. South Viet-Nam has 600,000 men. The Viet Cong have 
240,000 (probably · two or three North Vietnamese ~i71sions · ~-
and increasing). .3y .the end .of. ~JC;ln\nry, 1230' 000 u.s. a.rid others • . 

•.. ' ~ .:.*'!'"· ,, " . .... • •. 
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Presideat: -,.foa t d.o you t hi nk we ou·5ht to do i f ~ ,;e don't pause, 
Bob o:i 

r1lcNa;nara: As a r:ii:-ii.:nUJ+:l, carrJ· on the military bllild.up. 

Study the ~ossibility of a ceasefire, which I would rec¢1mmend 

in a few months, whether as a propaganda device or a military 

·standstill. 


President: Any solid information of increasing of North Viet­
namese activities? 

Mc~amara: Stepped-up infiltration to 1500 a month through Laos. 

Soon up to 4,000 a month -- this has not be~roved, however. 

About a year ago they began bringing in regular troops instead 

of cadres. About nine regiments of regulars are there. They 

have substantially expanded facilities. 


Fortas: What would the Viet Cong propose in this 12-tiour truce? 

Alex: Johnson: ·:rney said. that .sol1iers without arms wo\lld not be 
attacked for 12 hourso 

.Fortas: If we are concerYled about public opinio~1. this ls some­

thing we ousht to consider car3fully. This "'irould be capable of 

producing an adve~se reaction ln this cou~try. 


Presi:ie!'lt: Mac, woulri you U.'11.derta l{e to lay out a sp3ech for 

Tues:iay'i 


Dean, would you lay out alternatives available to us? 

Alex, do you ha7e any strong views. If you were Presi1ent 

what wollld you do? 


Alex Johnson: I'd take the pause -- if for no other reason than 
to engage the Russians. 

President: Couldn't we engage them by saying we are ready to 
stop if the Viet Cong are? 

Alex Johnson: No, I don't thl~k we can without a bombing pause ·. 

President: What trou.ble s :me more ls. their doubt as to our will 
to see t'.1is thing "through. 

What probler:is do we get i~to if we don't bo!llb on Christmas 

and tell the Russians what we are going -- and that we might do 

!!lore? 


You say the .3.ussians won't and can't do any mo:·e unless we 

stop bombingo A.'.1d yet they probably won't do anythingo 
 ., 

J 

Meeting adjourned at 5:10 p.m. 

.. ...·,, I . 
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