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? re 3 ide!lt, Rusk, lvlcNa.ma.ra., Bundy, Taylqr, Valenti 
,. 

(Notes by J. Valenti) 

Bundy: \V~stmoreland says (through Porter} that he ca·n wait a few 
days "-ftt!r Tet before resuming, but not longe:::-. Increasing risk. 
11 Undue risk particularly in IV Co.rps zone." 

.
! . 
IPr~sid.ent: What danger ·wa.iting for day or two? ' 

Taylor: No danger b. day or two, but no longer. 

McN3.:na.t-a.: I feel e~ctlj- that way. Don't see the political gain in 
i,v·aitin.g. 

(Rusk gave Prasident a memo to i-e.ad from Doug MacArthur on Rusk's 
inea ti.."lg with Senators.) 

R 1.~.sk: L"!lportant pt'oblem as to whether you see Fulbright. You would 
shore up some opposi~ion. if you saw Fulbright. Committee would have · 
no serious problem if you see Fulbright. 

I 
Pr-csid~nt: Today we had five leaders -- four for us and Mansfield against i 
us~ .. . I 

I
I:i the Hou.s~ we'd gei: Ford, Arends, and Mahan. Don't know about Bow. I 

iRivers and Bates are with us. We'll lose only Fulbright and Nlansfield. i . 

How.long d.:>es it take to communicate an order through Westmoreland? ! 
!£ we te!.l t!:em we' re .ready, how long before targat selected and ready to 
go? 

~,.Lc)J.~m . ,..:..·:...: 24 hours, I'd say. It would be better if we gave them the 

P_.!:·_;.::;ir!_~;:t.: A-.:e th:!y doing u:; any dam::.g~ now? 


}1~cN.1.i:-~H.r.'.1.: :\.ft 0~ .t: Tet, I can't say. They h:i.ve thrown mort:>..rs ~~us. 
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.... ~· - -· .J - .. , .I 

P resid.ent: ·what do you recornmend, Dean? .• 3 

Rusk: .Nla.ke firm decision to resume on Friday or Saturday. 

Full report submitted to Security Council beginning with Laotian 

Con£ere:::i.ce in 1962. 

"Wilson' 3 appointment to Moscow was an..."lounced before the pause, so 
he has no critical reason to hold us back. 

Presi~ Bob, what do you recommend? 

:tvlcN1ma:::-a: I'd go sooner. Political delay can be damaging. Start 
Wedn~sday. Don't feel strongly Wednesday or Thursdayw 

Taylor: The sooner the better. Wouldn1t want longer than 48 hours. 

Rusk Reaction to our Ambassador!s cables is that most govern...--nents 
are expecting this. 

Pr~sid?.nt; ! think we 1 11 spend a good deal of political capital in resuming. 
I don' t: agrF:e with Bob or General Taylor in that we' 11 gain politically . 
from this. 

I think we. ought to -- quietly -- visit with Dirksen and see how he feels. 
Quietly talk to a couple of Republicans in the House. Then next morning, 
meet with leadership, when I'm ready to go -- so they can't leak anything. 

Suggest ;.ve talk briefly now about type of target and weight. 

(t'1 ·::1'T?..~a:-a1l: {l) Small attack on infiltration point directly relating to 
infiltration route. (unreadable) it alerts the enemy -- and ruins surprise. 
(2} Perish'1ble targets. (3} POL. Advantage is surprise and antiaircraft 
will b<! less alert. R_ecommend against POL though, and recommend 
p~rish;.i:ile targets. Recommend against targets north of H1noi.. 

~E_::2id~~:._s_ Why don't we tell the leaders that if we continue to get picturas 
of sup?li:~::> coming down, we must stop them. It will make it difficult for 
Fulbright to argue against this. I won't say anything specific, but I will 
say I can1 t wait forever for these supplies to come down. 

B!.:!-E.i.Y~ I'm having a sanitized docurnent pt:'epared to show communist 

ac.ti·.rity. It is a. p0rsu.asiv·= document {Bundy show~d Presidr~nt the d o cu-­
rn.:nt). 
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Only problem is the one which we haven't closed down~ All el.se · 
:;;hows nothing. 

We are left with Vientiane. My brother went over it with the British 
and Aust:-alians. Both said, 11 You·1·n have to hold off until you hear more." 

Rusk: If you are going to see Dirksen, I urge you to see Fulbright and 
Hickenlooper before you make a decision. 

Tavlor: On _the bombing program, I hope we' 11 get back to hitting the 
key rail and bridges. POL will help stop the trucks, too. 

Rusk: Think we ought to knock out the power stations south of the 24th 
parallel. 

lvlcNa.ma.ra: 1/{e have. 

Pr.esid::nt: Be prepared to meet tomorrow afternoon. Bring Wheeler. 

Rusk: Got to give thought to a statement with the communist world in 
mi:n:i. 

~ndy: How many friends ought to get a pilot message that we have just 
about made up our minds? 

Rusk: We probably already have done that with our previous cables. 

(Decided. -- with the lead of Bundy -- that a White House statement be 
issued -- and Rusk to hold a backgrounder citing chapter and verse.) 

Presid-ent: When you go to Sharp, Bob, tell him we are thinking along 
t...""lese possibilities -- and get their views:. 

Rusk: Tragedy about-situation is that Fulbright statement urging extending 
the pau..se and recognizing the Viet Cong. Times will pick it up and applaud 
it. 

Bundv: .A.....;,d denounce us for smothering debate. 

McNa.m~ra: Ask Sha;rp to reply by 5 p. m. our time to~-norrow. They can 
be r~ady after... 

{Discussion on v1h~ther to send Vica President with Freeman to Sai
n
cton, 

T o.·1.ylo1·, }...~cNamar-~. v1or :- b d :ihout S :3 curity. Bun::.1.y ar!·l n.~$k join in t -.' C. () P Y 
C Q p, X.,. • 7 T-:, • •V 
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About }(:acl~rship. 

fo.s te<:.. d of having altogether, bdng fr.to Mansion the Senate group - ­
and later in the day, bring in Hou::;e group. 


rvi:eeting end.-~d at 7: 30. 
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