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SANITIZED" ­, 
.?-11c:~eting in Pxc!iirlc at' s Office 

January 2'). 1966 

Time: 11:35 a.rn. - 12:40 p.m. 


,... 
Preser.1.t: President. Rusk, :McNamara., Bundy, Wheeier, Moyers, and 
Valenti 

(Fron1 Notes o! C,,Ieeting by J. Valenti) 
••
i 

Rusk: I talked to Thompson about the Soviets. Not worried about pushing l 

!. them into a. corner right now. Thin.~s we ought to break the sµspense - ­ i 
it will give Hanoi wrong signal, combined with Fulbright and his Senators. I 

iBall \rvould like more time. Think ha.rd abot1t bombing policy. Ma.ssive I 


support of our troop3 - - stay away from those things which cause risk. 

Very careful about immediate Hanoi and Haiphong area. Make it clear 

it is t.li~ other side who will escalate -- not us. 
 l
Presid-:?~t:: Are we _.trying to hold down statements from other nations? f 

I 
I 

I
Rusk: ~.ve are sending out (unreadable) to Arnbassa.dors. ! 

! 
,.;, ~ 

./->v J(o') 

-
McNamara: B~lieve we should resurne -- whether Monday their time o:;: 
1.L'ues<l~y t:h~ir time,. ·would :recon1mend Monday their time. 

Recommend targets south of Hanoi. 

Presi<l-=:iL": 'When is the first we could do it ': without announcing on Su.."lc1ay? 

~tcNamara: On Tuasd~y morning their time, bombing wouldn't occur· until 

5 p. m. ~ionday our time. On the air probably 7 or 8 Mond:i.y nigh.t. · 


Rltsk: !£we h<>.d working day -- ?vlonclay -- to notify govern..-nents, it would 

be bett.;:.·r . Need to get emba.ssi•".!s set. ·wouldn't tell more than four or . 

five e xa. c !: t'..r:i ::! • 


\1ih~r:J. :: -:.·: '\'/h::: n will we teH the Sr:>nth Vietnc-.1nes~? 

Whc,:::.h•.1.·: \\'ou~.d h::i. t:~~ to ~ie~ it go a ny b~low th.:i.t. I.o il.ks would occur. 

SANtr!ZEO 
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SANITIZED', 1 

M~<;:ting in Prt.~sicent' s Office 2 

Jamt:::Lry 29; 1966 

Rusk: The 11 p. m. ne\vs would have it Monday night. 

Presid~nt: What trouble ii announced on Sunday? 

Rusk: Not consider it a problem. 


President: If announced on Sunday, it would close up debate -- but 

Ministers might get noisy. 


Moyers: Don't think the Ministers will cause trouble. Problem of wait ­
ing ti! Tuesday will open up more sores here with quas tion.s. 

Bundy: Would rather go Ivionday. 

Ivioyers: Lodge could make the announcement -- "began Monday Saigon 
time." Being Sunday makes it easier for us. 

~~ndy: We don1 t announce until planes are back, do we? Announce mid­
night Ivlonclay. 


P:::-es"i.d::_nt: As soon as you can... d~sirable for Lodge to announce to 

p ·ress fr:::re. Prepa.red statement by me before cameras. Followed by 

a prepa.rad statement by Rusk.-- emphasizing pause -- answer questions-­

getting us far away from bombing - - and going back to where we v;:ere 

befm:e. lvlight keep us away from nuclear war - - people like Gore. 


Pick~d out about five men a1"ound the country - - one man said "have you 

and Ru8k gon<! crazy you've been sitting around doing nothing." 


Had talk with Fortas. Net of what he said was that whole communist world 
was wor.l:;:ing to prolong the pa.use. 

Rusk: If !:hat'.:> their object, the communistshave been stupid. 


President: Don't thin~ we ought to discuss military plans with Senators. 

Probl..;;~-;:; ·.vit!i. Senate and 76 in the house. But the thing that worries roe 

a C"e the others \vho want to go after it. 


£...~~'::!:a ~:.;~.. ~.=; Th.1.t worries me, too. We must not add fuel to this fire - ­
nut to d i :;;cu::> s ruJw much thi:.:y h :.-1.ve done so wa c ;:..n knock hell out of th~n1. 

-~.::_:_.v_~ol:"; I ·-•.'~uld snggest a jojnt annotlncernent by the VietnCt.1ncse Governn1 ent 
.:i..nJ U.S. 

c ') !' '( . , 
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).~ . ~t:::i;; in P:i.·::.:sicLnt 1 ~ Office­ SANITIZED 3. . 
J'...1 ~t~t.1.···{ 2') , l<t 11:, 

Bw!Jy: As soon d.S fi:rst bomb is down, we can announce. 

Drafted message to CINCPAC to get going any time after 0001 on any 
da.y President determines. We can't sit here and predict when first 
bomb goes down. Time will vary from early morning til mid-day. It 
could. be a small opei·ation if weather is bad. 

Rusk: Important to hit those infiltration routes -- where we lose the 
fewest planes. 

(Wh::!elct showed armed reconnaissance routes.) 

Wheeler: We should mount 500-s trike effort - - a later 300-strike effort. 
Weather ha.s been b3.d. 

President: Is it desirable to go in with that heavy an effort? 

vVhe~~!': We've been seeing larger convoys of trucks on these routes. 
500-st·cike sorties is not too heavy to put on this. 

R2_tsk:_ I would hope if they use a 50-truck convoy and stay with this target 
until tinii5h it off. 

W~-iecl:::r: They will. 

IvlcN2.mara: I would recommend a lesser quantity, such as 200. I doubt 
the effect of the advantage of 500 over 200. 

To be quite frank, I would hard pressed to show trucks on the road. Also 
it may b ·~ difficult for the jets to hit them. Vietnamese are on alert. 
Probability is exactly what you have outlined -- we must control ourselves 
without violating the military requirement. 

·wr~_::ele:-: We can go in with any number you want, Mr. President. We need 
n10r..::: b::.n. targets -- pontoons and other targets. These are hard to see. 
Pontoo:-i bridg~.s are in place now. 

Thi:: re cl.re a nurnber of truck rest sto?s. 

PresicleP_t: But if it created a clamor around the world 

1\'!9ye ::s: There is a gener.:l.l belief th.at if you go in with four thnesthc 

nu.t:nb'~1" it wll look like escalation. 

c () p '{ 
L. ~\ .J ~ r : : ,,, 



SANITIZE!f 


.Me~rh~~ in Pre:'> ;-::1-:-nt1s Offi.•::-:: 4 
Janu<:.:•·y 29, 1966 

Prc~s·i.dent: How many can you mount without moving in another carrier?· ~ 

Wh~el~r: 300 


President: Lat's do tha.t and bi·ing ·up th:::.t carrier later. 


Wh~el~r: Do you authorize us to continue at a rate of 300 a day? 


Bun<ly: ·what day, Mr. President? 


President: I think Monda.y. 


Bundy: Lodge would announce about midnight. 


lvicNamara: Lodge announce, after return of first aircraft. 


President: Let's get a sum~ary of all ·we've done ard be ready to go 

with this -- so Lodge can ba.ckground the press. 


Taylor: Will you leave to Lodge to work in the Saigon Government? 


RG.sk: U Tha!1t rn.y scream if we report this to thr! Security Council 

und~r the SEATO Treaty. (unreadable) our obligation to report to SC 
(S.;: • .:,.i.rtty Co~n.cil) • If we offer a resolution and it i.3 vetoed~ Morse will 
say th~ UN has rejected us and we -ought to get out of South Vietnam .. 

Two difficult points: 

1. Pressure to take cease-fire without recognition of other side. 
2. Recognition of VC. 

Presid~nt: 1'1orse ·will go to repeal the resolution. 

Rusk: .if on iv!onday morning we announce we're reporting to the Security 
CoutJ.cil, that would mute :Morse. 

};foye"t"3: Send message to Pope and s3.y plan seems possible and will work 
at it. Include this in your statement. 

P~s i·~ nt: Yon want to ask for a vote in the Security Council? Don't we 
want to tak':! initiative in pe::.ce efforts? .tv-laximum initiative on our p:i.rt. 

c 0 p '{J 
i. :.i. .r r .:.:::s r\?.~ 



5 
. SANlt:JZE!f 


1vh~eting la Prcsldant: s Offo.:e 
January 29, 1966 

Rusk: I have statement I want to go over with Goldberg. 

President: Was Clifford right about talking about peace as a deteITent to 

peace? 


A1..:Na.mara and Bundy: Disagree with Clifford. 


\Vheeler: I agree with Clifford. 


President: We have to demonstrate to people we are not Goldwater. 


But we must make it clear that our military program will go forward 

vigorously. 

But we can't talk about p3aca on Saturday morning. We must do it all 

the time. 


(President talk~d about Mo-rse electing Hatfield because Hatfield is against 

Vietnam.) 


\Ve have to keep shoving on p~ace. I want V/heeler to have running room. 

Ru3k ha3 got to keep moving on peace - - let's keep Goldberg busy on peace 


Iresolutions. . ! 

Ji y01.i can do more than report to the Security Council, I think we ought to 
do so. Do we have the best resolution possible? 

We would make statement about 9 a.m. Monday. Rusk would have news 
conference at 10 a. rn. 


\Vhat :>hould we do in Security Council meeting? 


Bundy.: Intelligence reports - - don't tip hand. Don't discuss level of bombing. 

Report on military and political situation. 


END 0:? i\1EETING 


c o r Y 



