
FORM OF 
DOCUMENT 

#47 meeting. 
nqtes .. 

FILE LOCATION 

WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES) 

CORRESPONDENTS OR TITLE 

1/24/66 ;e;!,i~~~ Cj}~~g~~~~~r.s. 
possible classified information 5 

.Meeting Notes File, Boxl 
I• , .. 

RESTRICT!~ 'CODES . ' ·, . _ 
(A) Closed by Exeeutive Order 11652 governing d~ceas to nqtional securlti .iii.fa-mauoii! 
(B)- Closed by StQtute or by the ciqency which odq.i'ha.ted the. ~ocument~ .. -, ­
(C). Closed in aci;:cxdance with restrictions contq~d in the donor'• deed of gift;, 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION GSA DC 79·41111 

1/.24%.66 

DCH 10/8~ · 

.GSA FORM 7122 (7·721 



SANITIZE~! 


l.Iee ::.:.:ig :!.:: Ca.bi.net Roorn 
D~t..~ : ~'Db:-uary 24, 1966 
T ~m~: 8:00 {p-re.3un1a.bly p. m. but should check) 

Pr~aeni:: Presidant, Vice President, Harriman, as w·en as -- ~·· 

Congreasiona.l Leaders: 1tlcCormack, Albert, Smathers, Ford, Arends, 
Kucne l, Boggs, Long, Dirksen. 

Presid~t: The Vice President made report to m-e. Governor Harriman 
and Vice ?resident are in general agreement~ :Make brief report to yo•.i 
and ma now. 1'Iake (unreadable) available to all members of Congress. 

Had letter from General Westmoreland. Very reassuring. Didn't have 
shortages --. nothing to impair operations of health o!' troops. 

In due time, Lodge and Westmoreland to co!Tia back and make report. 
Will ask lea.de rship to talk frankly with them - - and various committees 
al:3o. 

Vice P=~sidant: Objectives are clear. Stop aggression - - bring a better 
life to all p~ople. No one saw easy solution. No one predicted speedy end. 
Aggression can be def eated, subversion could be stopp·~d~ social revolution 
can be started. 

Difficult to talk of victory in this country. Som~ people resent victory. 
I wen t as resca:rc!ier, not as advocate. 

Ii we do:-i1 t (unr ·~adablc) -- don't weake n -- help South Vietnam build a 
bette r ~ociety, our objective can be a-ccompllshed. 

First two years of the Marshal Plan, six char.ges of government in Franceo 

"While we didn't select the battlefield, it isn't the best place for R. C. 
{presum~bly Red China) either. ·westrnoreland is great soldier. Backed 
by high caliber civilian team. 

Thie u a~d Ky are men of high l~adership. Don't know how long th~y'll 
survive. These r:ien a re t r ying to d o wha t is right. Ky has reorga nize d 
Cabi -:tc= t t o rlea.l w ith prob lam3 that ne~d solving. October will be plebiscite 
011 Cox15 titl1tic11 ... 

vrent ov..:: r s~..;: ,:ptic2.l about B-52s ~ The y ar~ doing superla tive job i n 
b h .. :-:ti:-tg V C r c;d.ct!bts th<.i. t haven't be<~n reach~d for 10 y ears . 

\ Vht· n !n:t s an~ c-_H \vor!d n g t h i.s summ3 1'.", we ·will be doing much b e tte r . 

Ha.v(! fJLt n uf p .1.1-:i f ica.ti on -- a. ::; S <.>on as an o. r~a i s Sf'c1.li.' E:d , their p:i..cii:. .-: .:~. tion 

t~ ·!. r : 1s m c.tv ·::! l n " Tr.:t..inirt~~ c,f. c~dt· <:: s t,, d o t11ii:i goe 3 \.llt... S;.M!TfZ~f) \: (~ p ·: 
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Phili?pinea will soon b~ sending c:rn.gineec cons.trud:ion battalion~ 
Ko:rea'!l.3 will be se:1ding 25~ 000 more man. 

1->v 
____.i (d) 

In Laos, Souvanna Phouma said h-~ would fight to the death. Army of 

80> 000 -- but equipment for only 60, 000. J£ Pathet Lao move to the 

Mekong, our plans for that river will go away. Talked to Indians and 


.Pakistanis about in1plementing Tashkent Agreement. 

Famin~ is real in India. They' re trying hard. 

P_:~en!:: Mo1·e p~ople will die this year from hunger in India and 

Pakistan than all of the people now living in No~th and South Vietnam. 


Vice Pr?. :::ident: They are improving agriculture standa_rd3 and tech~iquef::. 

\ 
Australian Government is with us' 100 p~r cent. Are studying ways to 

-increase our a.id to Vietnam.. 

Spent time in New Zealand with opposition. They pledge to keep in Vietnam 

the -batt::.i.lion already there. 


In ~bnila, found :Nla.rcos a real leader. Put his entire political life on the 

line. Dastardly are t..1ie news stories coming from U.S. --'Philippines are 

hu..-nan mercenaries." 


~Ia.rcos made strong statement -- courageous statement -- in which he 
came down firmly on side of U.S. 

In Ko~ea, Pak hopes to h:i.ve more troop3 there by first week in March. 

Spent tLr::le with gov·:rnment party and opposition. Not one act of hostility 

on part of the Koreans·. · 


Vietnam is immediate battleground -- pa.rt of larger struggle. Tide of 

battle h::ts tui·ned in Vietnam. We need to understand th:l.t this battle can 

b e won. Re :ilizati1)n. tha t improving the lot of the people is the w ay _to the 

futur•~. 

Will .ask Gen~ BJ.a.ck to go b;1ck and make another visit to this 
;u·e:.·a wh·~re h•1 brought into exi.stencc th{:. Asia. Devel op1ncnt.B.ink. 

co P ·c 
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Vi.c~ Presider>.:!;_ No doubt in Asia who the culprit is blocking p~ace 
talks -- Hanoi. Your paace offensive showed that. 

Only concern about U.S. is our p ·9rseverence to-stick it out and stay. 
I tried to p~rsuade them that our commitment was deep• . 

If you want to see hopes of people come alive, you must go see those 
people and their hopes. I did that. 

I don't think .we have to hold back -- and not talk of beating the VC. 
We can b~a.t them - - and are beating them. 

Pr~sident: Believe non-communist people are willing to resist aggression. 

Also believe the communists are ready to take .it over. 

Dull:!s signed SEATO Treaty in Manila - - which .spo!<e our reso·lve to 
resist agg:-':!ssion -- 82 to l (Langer) in the Senate. 

Before: we went in, ground forces -- and began to bomb -- I remember 
S.:!na.i:o:r Taft aaying Truman should have gotten resolution from Congress. 
So I went to the Congress after Tonkin. Wanted Congress to join me - ­
in "preventing aggression." SEATO ought to be enforced. Resolution 
..-1as ~1eba.te.d after hearings. I believe that the Congress knew what they 
W(.~re voting on. I've done everything I know how to bring them to the 
conference table. They don't want to talk. 

We ought to be ready to meet Westmoreland's request. I intend to carry 
out the resolution. If you choose, you can repeal the resolution. I think 
I have the authority without the resolution. 

·we aim to do all that's pt'udent to bring this from the battleground to the 
bargain.i.:ig table. 

?\.1cCormn.ck: Resolution repeal wouldn't get to £i r-st base. 

:Oj.r1~se~:._ Repeu.l wouldn't get four vo'.:es. 

Ford: .A.gree with Speaker. Wha t was impact of those who want to withdraw? 

Vi~-:! Pr,~sideat; I explain when this question is asked that dissent is }">?-rt of 
t his s oci.~ty . I tohl them that when the chi.ps a !"'t! down th~ peopl~ a re firmly 
.C:!Snlv·~rl. to $(:!Cit t!1.:::-ough. People in the "•:orld n.!ed to know uf our "'~~t:: . 

c fJ ? y 
i_, ~ .i T.I~:-:1~.:~·· 
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We need to let communists know of our resolve. 

It doesn1 t help. 

Pra.sident: (? }: Ambassador Lodge report last night. (Incidentally this 
is Secret and should not be taken out of this room.} 

Visited First Cavalry. They just ha.d been through a bloody campaign. 
VC in the (unreadable) priority area are virtually cut o.ff. Our boys showed 
them how to fight hand-to-hand. 

Can't understand why Americans who dissent can't do their dissenting in 
priv?-te. Once we are committed to a program of action, there never ha.s 
be~n public dissent. You have to go back to the Civil War to find this 
public dissent. Men can't understand why prominent men in the United 
States continue to criticize our policy. Our men understand why we are 
in Viatnam evan if our Senators can't. 

Government in Vietnam could no~ survive if VC were brought into Govern­
·ment. What Hanoi wants is for us· to mef!~· their conditions. They have 
mad~ no concessio:is whatsoever. ·we want peace. They want conflict. 

They regard ;;.s as weak. Therefore, they think they will win. To t:reat 
VC, who are murderous and assassins, as legitimate government wottld 
disintc grate all that we have in Vietnam. 

Honolulu Conference ha.s focused attention on the "other war". Now the eyes 
of a major campaign has been opened to ending poverty. Newspapers in 
Saigon are full of comments on the social revolution going on in Vietnam. 

Ha-:rin1an: Most fortunate you sent the Vice President out this time. Leaders 
ir.. all countries were worried about our commitment. I share ev~rything 
the Vice President has said. Our allies want to be sure we're going to 
.stic1~. Lippmanr:. and The New York Times have contributed to this feeling. 

li_~~.!_e!l: Laos. P-"1.other ex3.rnple of how the communist word doesn't amount 
to much? 

Rusk: !vluch in Vietnam is based on fact we can have a Laos agre eme nt in 
Viei:a3.-:-.<. Loo~-c at La.os agreement -- if you want to test what can b~ done 
in de:J.ring with communists, look at Laos. (Obvious garble in pt"oceedlng.} 

Pres urne Rusk s :tid w~ can not ha.ve a. La.os a.grecrn ...: nt in Vietn<:nn. 
I; 0 p y 

t. ~~ "r LI ' ._;i :.-:'... 
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Boggs, Albert (pi.·~.sumably speaking together): Vice President did 

great job. 


Long:· Hopa Vice President can come b~fore the Foreign ~elations 
Com~itte~ and tell this story. 

Presiden.t: Statements about Vice President·making commitments: 

Congress gave me authority to commit money. We held up India and 
Pakistan mo7:1ey until Tashkent. 

Following Tashkent, I told both I would sen~ someone out to talk to them. 
After Tashkent it was time to reopen talks: It was decided tha.t it was 
wise to grant India .$100 million and Pakistan $50 million. 

-
_I said, "Okay~ we'll make no announcements now." 

Vice Pre;;;ident: I have been accused in editorials of making conditions. 

I merely said: 

1. Implement Tashkent. 

Z. Quit throwing de.a.d cats at the U.S. If you ~isagree, tell l.1.S in private. 

President: I hope I ca.n talk to you in private -- and keep this . secret - ­

you are pa.rt of this policy. 


Sm::i.the !":;: Vlhat a.bout the average cith:en in Vietnam? 
 I 
'' Preside:l.t: No Vice P:;-esident has ever testified before a Committee - ­

I 
t

but will talk to any gi·oups you want him to meet with informally. 

Vica Pr:siden~ There is no evidence of defection to VC of average Vietnamese 
people ~ 

END OF MEETf!.;G 

L 
c t) p 1 
~ ,T J ,~ !J?J, ::' 




