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"'"'0:- TP t ' PRESIDENT 
ll 

'HOM: JIM .JONES 

1_::tached·br1:he-·com>ptetl'"note1.o~er-Cabtrl'et Roorir~~~"l!f and the luncheon 
Thursday, November Z, with your foreign policy advisers. 

Following ts a ·rH:imffill'nof the views presented on the five questions you asked:. . .., 

All 10 who responded agreed there is great improvement and progress. The 
program in the south is in competent hands. The U. S., allied and Vietnamese 
troops are good and improving. The general feeling is. to press forward with 
this program. 

Douglas Dillon and McGeorge Bundy agreed that South Vietnam should and must 
do more. Walt Ros tow said South Vi~tnam must improve administration, 
fight corruption and be more aggressive in pacification. 

Henry Cabot Lodge made three recommendations: 1.) conduct independen.t audit 
of how the ARVN is going; 2.) reduce U.S. casualties by adopting a new military 
policy of "split up and keep off balance, 11 instead of the "seek out and destroy" 
policy; 3.) bring about a "true revolution" by utilizing the private sector of 
Vietnam such as the Tenant Farmers Union. 

Robert Murphy and Justice .A.be Fortas agrees with Lodge. Fortas believes we 
sho?ld expl~re the greater use of smaller military units in the South. 

General Maxwell Taylor expressed two reservations: 1.) the close defense of 
·the frontier on the DMZ and in the highland area; 2.) no clearcut decision has 
been made on what we will offer the Viet Cong. 

0 

II. What about ·our·· C'OurB"e-br-1'.'f~th:-Vtetnam."f Should "'!e continue as is ; go 
further; moderate it; eliminate the bombing? 

All .but George Ball agreed the bombing should continue . Ball sugge s ted a 
shifting of the bombing from the dikes and harbors to the DMZ . 

Dean Acheson, McGeorge Bundy, Robert Murphy and Henry Cabot Lodge 
agreed that the bombing should continue, but the. emphasis on the bombing 
is out of proportion to its importance. ·Acheson suggested the bombing is 
marginal and should be played down so that we could stop and start it in 
response to the Communists' cessation of hostilities along the DMZ. 
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General Taylor' believes in a bombing pause only lf there is quid pro quo. 

As an alternative, Taylor would accept Acheson's suggestion. 


Bundy and Dillon said we should not go further in bombing the dikes and harbors. 


General Omar Bradley said to bomb only military targets. 


Murphy thinks the bombing should be left in the hands of the Joint Chiefs as 

much as possible because it is effective. Murphy also suggests the 303 Committee 

study the elimination of the men responsible in the North. 


Fortas and Clark Clifford recommend continued bombing as we are doing. 


·frt·~Negotiation' -- should we be more aggressive, more passive, or bow out? 

Dea.n Acheson predicted there will not be negotiations because that's not 
how the Communists opera~e. Instefd there will be a subsiding of hostilities when 
the Communists finally give up. McGeorge Bundy, Doug Dillon, Arthur Dean, 
Henry Cabot Lodge, Maxwell Taylor, Justice Fortas and Clark Clifford agreed 
with Acheson. 

Acheson, G~neral Omar Bradley, Justice Fortae and Clark Clifford stated that 
there should be less talk in the future about negotiations. We have made our 
willingness quite clear. Further talk of negotiations would be interpreted 
as a sign of weakness and would ma~e the Communists believe they are 
winning the battle for public opinion. 

Walt Rostow sa'id not to discount negotiations because Hanoi may want to discuss 
bases in the sou~h and the NLF. 

There was unanimous agreement that we should not. 


"Absolutely not, 11 said Acheson. 


"As impossible as it is undesirable, 11 said Bundy. 


"Definitely not, 11 said Dillon, 
. 1 


"Unthinkable~" said Lodge, "we are trying to divert a change in the balance of 

power." 


.. 




- 3 ­

"No one in the group thinks we should get out, 11 said George Ball, "and no one 
gives propriety to the Gavin or Galbraith enclave theory." 

''The public would be outraged if we got out, 11 said Fortas. 

Dean Acheson -- Get a policy agreement and then all members of the 
Administration, including the Joint Chiefs, speak out uniformly on that policy. 
Also organize groups in every city (similar to the Citizens Committee on the 
Marshall Plan) to speak to clubs and organizations. 

McGcorge Bundy -- Don't let the communications people in New York set th~ 


tone of the debate. Emphasize ~he 'light at the end of the tunnel' instead of the 

battles, deaths and danger. 


Douglas Dillon -- Emphasis should l>e shifted from how we got there to what 

are we doing. Dillon agrees with Bundy that more progress must be shown 

instead of portraying a long and hopeless situation. Bunker should come back 

and report. President should have briefing for top educators (college presidents 

and deans) and opinion makers. 


Arthur Dean -- Someone should pull together why we are in Vietnam, what 
are we doing, value of the bombing, etc. to clarify popular confusion. 

Henry Cabot Lodge -- Bunker should be well publicized when he returns. 

Robert Murphy - - We need a hate complex directed at Ho Chi Minh similar to 
Hitler. 

General Omar Bradley -- Our troubles can be blamed on the communications 
media. We need patriotic slogans -- perhaps "Patience." 

General Maxwell Taylor -- Organize a nationwide campaign that will be 
continuous. Use television - perhaps a weekly program. 

,George Ball -- Quit arguing about how we got there, but instead what do we 
~o about it now that we are there. 

Ju,stice Abe Fortas -- Let George Carver brief Members of Congress, the press 

and other opinion moulders. Bring Bunker back to brief. 


Clark Clifford -- Expand the list of spokesmen in this country to include heads of 
State from Southeast Asia, .Ambassadors, Asian government\ officials, heroes such 
ae Robin•olds. Use television. But in f'lnal analysis realize\ the war will not be 
popular - but it ls right. . 
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FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: JIM JONES 

.:;;;:!?-!~T~=L!~Ml~it~!~i=::~LilJ LIBRARY 

f..1 ndatory Heview 
Ca::ie # NLJ f)-$'/ 
Document #. :?t./r;../ 

SUBJECT: Meeting with Foreign Policy Advisors, Thursday, November l, 1967 

Meeting convened - 10:42 a. m. 
Meeting adjourned following luncheon at 2:15 p. m. 

Attending were: Clark Clifford, George Ball, McGedrge Bundy, Maxwell Taylor, 
General Omar Bradley, Robert Murphy, Henry Cabot Lodge, Secretary Dean Rusk, 
Secretary Nick Katzenbach, Governor Averill Harriman, Assistant Secretary 
William Bundy, Secretary Robert McNamara, CIA Director Richard Helms, ·· 
Dean Acheson, Justice Abe Fort.,.as, Arthur Dean, Douglas Dillon, Walt Rostow, 
George Christian and Jim ;Tones. 

The President greeted the group around the Cabinet table and pointed o~t that he 
did not know the details of what had been accomplished in their discussions to 
this point. He said he did want to .raise some questions that concerned him. 
"I have a peculiar confidence in you as patriots and that is why I have picked you, 11 

the President said. He said he wanted to know if our course in Vietnam was 
right. If not, how should it be modified? He said he is deeply concerned 
about the deterioation of public support and the lack of editorial support for 
our policies. He pointed out that if a bomb accidently kills two civilians in 
North Vietnam, it makes banner headlines. However, they 'can Log mortar 
shells into the Palace grounds in Saigon and there are no editorial complaints 
against it. 

The President said he watched General Norstad on television Thursday morning. 
He found it interesting. "I agreed with almost all he said up to the point .of 
bombing." The President said that Norstad did not say yes or no on the bombing . 
issue. He (Norstad) did point out that .the Administration has not unified the 
nation because we have never told the country that we are really willing to 
negotiate. The President said Norstad commented that he ·did not believe the 
credibility argument, but mereiy ended up saying the government has failed to 
communicate with the nation about our. willingness to negotiate. 

. 

The President said he thought that "when we sent men to nearly every capitol 
that this would dramatize our willingness, but apparently the people have 
forgotten this. So the question is how do we l:lnite the country?" 
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The~President · saicn "I would like 1o-conside-r·""the following "five ·questlons-:and 

get your advice: l.) 1.Whatc·auld we dtJ that we are not doing in·South-Vietnart7? 

2.) Concernin.g-·the· North\ should we continue what we are doing, or should 

we mine the ports and take out the dikes, or should we eliminate the bombing 

of the North? 3.) .,<)n·negotiationsz - should we adopt a passive policy of 

willingness to negotiate, or should we be mo!e agressive, or should we 

bow out? 4.) .;Should-we gee-·out··orvietnatri.?J {At this point the President 

noted a poll from a Congressional district in Iowa which had 11, 000 responses. 

The poll showed that 34% favored our pulling out: 20% approved the present 

policies and 40% thought we should do more. The President also said 

some other polls have been taken in some of the larger states. These show 

that about 30% favor either a pull in or pull out of Vietnam. Those who 

want to do more comprise about 35-40% and those who approve of what we 

are doing now are about 30%. "So it's about 10...:30, 11 the President said, 

"but that 30 has grown from 15%. ") 5.) What positive steps should the 

Administration take ~eop!1 and ~;.~~e with the nation 

e~tj:E!:t'?l' I 

The President then called on Secretary Rusk. 

Secretary Rusk reported that the group started their meetings yesterday 
with briefings by George Carver of the CIA and General Wheeler. •.RUmQ 
then .read·frum-a-rntte"B marked personal and confidential ~- ... 01­:...-AmO.ra..._..i.a'~a-a....... 
.Ellsworth-Bunkerwhtctr"Tefl~e-d-urrhts·-nrs~ix months--1n-Sa:ig-t:H1·.eir47 
general.~- ·tne- iette·r -iiofod-that·ther·e ·has··been-i.mprovement-in- the--Past ·-si" 
4fionth~. The milifary-haa·e-staljlished a base Which · ha.·9-·allOWed-u~to-g""l' 
(Oxi the··offensive.'l The-tta:ining-of""the -VTehiamese ··u.riifS.. has imprave"QJ 
~onsiderablY.) The ·civil ·side-of·the··war is -proceedihg-welllwith the constitutional 
process and the pacification success ¢qualling·in ·importance· the-militarYJ 
!in."provettientsl Th~viirag·eaiid.. th-ehamlet progra~s are· going weV and 
the Ch\i Hoi"-program-is· expandingl Bunker's letter points out that last 
year the revolutionary development program really got underway. The 
'~wly-elected· government;-especiallr_Thi~u--and··Kyt~k.no\v-tharthey-mus1' 
tihow ·progresJ'I in order to gain support of the people. Steady progr•ass is being 

made. Much still needs to be done, however, such aa a vigorous proc~ssing 


of the war, elimination of corruption, improvement of the standa1·d of living, 

especially in the rural areas. Bunker wxote that in the past we hav~ been 

overly optimistic and have become prisoners of this optimism. However, he 

is enthusiastic about the progress being made. · 


Rusk then reported that the group talked about th~ bombing program, although 

no consensus was :reached, nor was a consensus requested. Rusk said the 

views ranged widely. Rusk said it was a good evening. Rusk declined to 

speak fo r the group because there was no consensus. 
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The President said "I have met with the Leadership of the Republican Party 

in Congress and all the Democratic Members of Congress. I have met with 

the Democratic Senators twice. I point this out to say that we have received 

no alternatives from Congress on the course we are taking. One of the 

things that divides us is that a great number of the hawks want us to do more, 

but the other side is more vociferous. 11 The Pres~dent then called on Former 

Secretary of State Dean Acheson. 


cACfieso~ addressed himself to each of the five questions· posed by the President. 

111'n· the South'; I was very impressed by George Carver's restatement of 

what we az:.e doing there. This is the heart of the matter. I agree that this 


/ should be pressed just_as fast as possible, and as fast as South Vietnam will 
permit. I am encouraged by the ground fighting in the South and that we are 
taking the initiative. I got the impression this is a matter we can and will win. 
6S~~t1..tlrn-fil""SQt!~~ti~~~-~!1.~~~-~ . ~"il h gotng _w_~Jl;-:'~~1'cheson said. 

On the second question (\Onc.erningthe North?, Acheson said his view is different 

from some of the others. rHe~g-re-e-s-With-thevie\voT'"the]3e_~_i:e_tary_,o~ net:aj_" 

a:na:·wdUld-1ronrnp-ttJ.e-~b9_ful)ing. ····A-cheson~regards-:th~~~-'\l'.e1J__a~.. :Er~!Y.1 


~-~~rginal· opeFa!iOJt as far as the fighting in the South is concerned. He sai~ 


the bombing in the No~th is not the essential point. t 


On negotiations, 4t'Cneson said ~!we . muSfUIICle-l"'s'tcrncttl';a~ ..Y.V5' ar _e::~~-npOh~ 
pegotiations-:l The bombing has no effect on negotiations. When these fellows 
decide they can't defeat the South, then they will give up. This is the way it was 
in Korea. This is the way the Communists operate," Acheson said. 

''trhe~imporfance of tJ:ml:fOffifiiiig.in .the Na-rtl:rt~ot··that-it-is--impurt~ttra.--m..,..11 
;:A;-che·son-safd.-Y,!fC0uTJ_b.~usecrii"".sa-s1gna:1;-'ho\.vever;-not th·at:ms~so~t1:uJ9 

f;l:o~the- sToppiiig of .fhe:hgntfiig. a-crosS:th~~~- lita·!".~~-ec! ~~cn,-e-_:~'j 

Acheson said it is possible that they will not reduce the fighting until the 196 B 
election is resolved. "Until that is resolved they may say let's see it out," 
,~-son added. ."I.wou1d.. not.la1kaooUfnegofla:-ti~ns-:-a1'iY more.. JYou hav.e made 

it clear where you stand. This isn1t the Communist method. If they can't win 

they just quit after a while. 11 ~h-eS".On suggested Ehat we ·put·the· oombin~f'n1 

apoSltit;n where i"f" fijfilC{ be st6pped ·and/cYr-s far1ecf) ~n;_et:,1'?Q_r_g_~:p_i_ay:j.:t:z7 


tdown. The.-ta.·.r·g-eTs·-mus·EOecome_ie·s-s..d.t"amatrc.-, 

:rhe-Pie sicie-;,.·f--replied that we don1Cp1ayH-eilher- uporac>Wh. However, it is 

fron t page n ews. The President pointe d out tha t the dramatic impa ct of the 

bombi ng traces to Secretary McNamara1 s testimony before Senator Stuart 

Symington' a Committee. That generated both .the hawks and the doves talking 

about bombing. 


COL-'Y. LBJ' LI 8.KA~:'l 
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The President said "I am.like the steering wheel ol a car without any control. 
The Senate won't let us play down the bombing issue. 11 

~hceronl'~plted!''l'he crosa you liave to beart1ra-lotrsy-Senatlr"Fn-retgn7 
R elations·--Ct?m~~t_e~r.Y.:crccnave - i':Clffe.£fi~-rife~(ool·-af ~he '.he~~of-the-:C~mmit~"-e:iii 

About reaching the people, Acheson said, "if you agree to the policy I have 
outlined, then get everyone in the government to agree on it and talk along these 
policy lines . 11 

(A-che-son-a:dde·d-t~we-certain:ty::Jh:outd-not-get-oot· of-Vietnarrr.-117 He noted that 
General Bradley. remembers after General McArthur took his licking at the 
Yalloo in the Korean War there was a great outcry to get out. On December 4, 
however, Acheson had Dean Rusk and George Kennan into his office and told 
them to see Secretary George Marshall. "We want less Goddamn analysis 
and more fighting spirit." Acheson said that the President had a good 
commander who takes orders in ~neral Westmoreland. Acheson said that 
he spoke to about 21 Supreme Court law clerks and they were all amazed that 
I thought we should not get out of Vietnam. Ache-so~ugge·neaa-f5l"ogra-m b'!.U 
adopted-simitar-to-th·e-citizen:s-·carnrnittee·-on the ·Marshall Plan-and he'"saicJ,, 
,-perhaps ·the-Paul Dcrnglas.. group .would.be the proi:for·vehide-;') He noted that 
the Citizens Committee on the Marshall Plan organized a group in every 
city over 150, 000 population; got the money mostly frotn private groups and 
got up several readable pamphlets that were used as speech material. 
Acheson said that the President, the Secretary of State and the Secretary of • 
Defense have taken the whole burden of the Vietnam issue. The people know .• 

what theae three stand for. What is needed now is several thousand new 
speakers to support our policy in every city in the nation'. Acheson pointed 
out the main thing is that the President should not worry about this. He said 
he was pleased to read in Scotty Resi:on's column that the President gave up . 
whiskey and took up golf, 

The President interjected that "he was wrong on both counts. 11 When Mac 
Bundy walked out of Washington, ao did Scot ty lReston and he doesn't 
know what is g_oing on. 11 

In summary on the bombing, Acheson believes we should play down i ts 
importance . When the communists ease the pressure off the DMZ, we 
can reduce the bombing in the' North. However, we sµould nof give advance 
notice of these bombing pauses. ,., 

COPY' LB.J LI Hl-'.At~Y 
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(11.1cGe-or·ge-Biili<i~ said he agreed with nearly everything that Acheson said. 
He :eaid-the-bombing-irrth~NbrfffTsout·--of-p-ropCTrtiorr-tcr:tttt.:tmportanc~. 

Bundy said to ·go ·afte~ the dikes or Haipho~ would not be a net gain and would 
unnecessarily worry the moderate to dovisfi population. . 

Bundy-said' tha.-rtlfe-Sou-th-1nhe:To"C:u&. He thinks that it is right that the 

President continues to have the Medal of Honor winners presented in the 

Rose Garden. He thinks a great deal has been done in the provinces and 

these people should be honored and publicized. Bundy said "we have done 

a remarkable job in the last two years in getting the work in the provinces 

organized. We have a wonderful first team in there. lllli\Vi~.t#MU-!J.Wlll :have J.P.O 

~mo-rei. Anything that shows that Vietnam is doing more will be helpful 

over here. 11 


~tinana1ct he shares__Ach~i:nrt-a-r:rpnn-mrtm:tt-the.1 e ~H"tnot:-be-ne·gottatton~v ''I 
~upp~eca1iflocJ3ay~h-af'f:iuof!~ry--~~-~-ms-e-thtjttdg-es-uf~bttc-opinion-~ 
nation-wcHi~tbel1eve 1t. -But I thin'k it i9--1CigTcal"~to-aay~tn::tnVe-_irrtlte·--:::-::- : ~·'ii 

A~mintstrafiorCdo.- noE.exp·e:c:tJre·g~~~__n.:-!~~t.:Y.~~!.t !~.;f?.!lmlY:-S~ 

cBlitfdys«iidl "getting out of Vietnam is as impossible and it is undesirable." 
He pointed out tlflrnhere is::-:rrr-e1un·n10us difference tn.,1't!lta: as it:-ie now a:n~ 
Ptlrarinmghrna.·-ve-oe-en:o-eca-us-e-·orw.na.oJ7.~Y-...t"]'.S:Jg~~-tdid"J.li:.19h5..:.:.He.sa1'a-,- . ­

tfiiS-point -~ffioulC:Loe.. empnasized:J 

As to how to pull the nation together - Bundy said the communication people 

who are centered in New York cannot be won over, but they should not be 

allowed to set the tone of the debate~ "Your (the President) sense of where 

you are going is very important here. 11 


"One must also ask, 11 Bundy added, "that what is eroding public support 

are the battles and deaths and dangers to the sons of mothers and fathers 

with no -picture of a result in sight. ('If ~We can permeate.. to::Elie ;pcrtrUC! tha:_~ 


~e- seeing the -,results~and...the . e.nd _J1r:Jl\e-=: roa:a~:Jtrts_y>?_U.:r.Js:-~--::_ii.-¥!.}p_f'l,It;1J 

:f,orme-r-Sl!~tary. of the Treasury Douglas D11Io). said he •'•agrees with a 
great·d~al of what has been said. ~ererBnocliing adcliEionaLin..flia:SouiRJ 
(~fiat we can do that h not _5eTnifdone- nO:W."'!'.9' He pointed out however that the 
~h-Vi~tnamee ormus f:.-be ex~tcd-to-do-mo~ . 

. .. " " .... · --"' · - · - .......... . . ....... ........... ..........t..• • .• - ...~ . ..~~-·r..-;-.:....--:_ .... ..... ............ .. t •• • · '- · · · -.r 


·~~the NorflJ, it is just about right and we should continue·as we ar'e doing. 

C:would..not..tliink~I .gol!Ef.-£~£fr«.:t:AJ\d.~tntl.b1nD~i~)_.~!.!!i:lBt...as~ This is 

different than the way I .thought two years a go," Dillon said. 


C!Ot"i LBJ L [ BHAP.Y 
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1 on-~·ego"-tl:itnsns Dillon 1a.greed·""rit1reiy··with:A\t.llJ:!!.9!# The trade suggested by 
Acheson is excellent. 

Oillon";Saict:we ,n1mst. not get. oat: of Vietnam"1 

On how to better communicate - Dillon said "our major emphasis should be 
shifted to the position that we are in rather than why or how we got there. 
We should clarify what we are doing. There is a lot of misunderstanding 
about what we are doing. The subject that McGeorge Bundy discussed is 
mo~t important. That is the feeling on both sides, including both the doves 
and hawks, that the situation over there is hopeless • .&W·e"w:us:ti.stlpw:~.1~~.::t.a' 

~ro~s:-:JTo talk of 15 years seems like forever. I was surprised that last 
night, things were better than I had expected, 11 Dillon said. 

~Tlie-revonmon~~~lupn.1ent-program-8.~~-d-be-emph~e~ze,d~1 Perhaps 
Bunker could come back and make a report to the nation. But we must.give 
some hope. that there is· a po~sib1:lity in the next two or three years of seeing 
light at the end of the tunnel. If the people thought that this could end at 
some time, we would gain a lot more support," Dillon said. 

Pillo~uggeHted-:f!n·e-g1 ou_P.' . to ~l~re""t~top~uca.mr~h~hemi~ 
.~-colleges -a:n.d·Uie-ae~an.~. He noted that much of the trouble is coming largely 

from the younger profe_ssors and students. Those college presidents whom 
Dillon knows, sympathize with the students 1 dovish views. Dillon believes that 
a good briefing to these top educators who are responsible people would be 
very helpful. 

~rEliUrJ'.)ean said .the countryas-a7Wlio1e iS.. coH!ilse<i:" "Very few people have 
read the Geneva Accords of 1954. It calls for a single election in the North 
and the South. Then we have said that we will not let the people of South 
Vietnam down and not let them be incorporated into the North. This is 
inconsistent with our profession of belief in the Geneva Accords oi '54. 11 

Dean said there is also a feeling that Anh assador Arthur Goldberg is willing 
to negotiate on less than honorous terms than Washington. If South Vietnam 
is as important, then why are we willing to say that we will abide by the 
majority vote. This mearts all our sacrifice will have been in vain. 

l 
Dean said there is a ~trong feeling among the hawks,especially that the 
President and Secretary McNamara are vetoing the recommendations of the 
Joint Chiefs. Dean suggested that someone pull together everything there 
is on why we are in Vietnam. Ii th.a majority of the people are satisfied 
based on the national. interest, they would support us. Dean said the people 
are puzzled. They are puzzled about the value of the bombing. He said he 
agrees generally with Secretary Acheson. :bi:BUW:Mii"im:l~f'A"~~t·th&in:> 

·1 

1 
I ~Ol':t LBJ LIRHAHY 



,,. 
;, 

- 7 ­

W.tlie::coilference table;' they 'Wtttiitrthe sarne ·tlnhT"fHey ant1?f .the ·K-ana'6 
War by·a-emaffdfnff"'tnat:, we:-gefOUEbero.re:a:.ny-o ~ne-r-po11its~hegotlation a.1 ~ 

t:_taken ·u.p-~-· f · 

4-fenry- cabot L"odg' ~aid he had ~ttff"eesuggesti~ns for tlleSoufh."711T:/Tnere::J 

should-be· an iiide·penaent-audit-uf-how-.the-reva·mping-of-ttfe ·ARVN-ia- going;.> 

of those training the ARVN; and how the local police technique is improving. 

Do the trainees understand the significance of the ARVN thing itself? 2.) 


_,Public:-opinion-nrme5reconcerneaw-rE11·u:-s:cuu-a:1tieTtha-rrwtth-our:bombtnf 
progra.m~- - If the casua.ltre·9·-g-o-·aown:;-h·othing "else-maHer·e:~so:.:nlffcn. An.~·1 

~~clusive-rnilita·r.~cl:Cfty~s -·not'.·conceivable· to· _m¢-~i'' 

ISO<lg·e- s ugge sfoa -a.---rrs-purupandK"e·ep-~6frbalan-ce11m1litaiy po liefratlierl:hiii 

l[-~•seek out·and · destr.~Y."'15'0Jicy~..~J'l'would take a look at this policy because 

it utilizes the smaller units and means less casualties. -l'his-ai~iminish"":Jlt ; 


~h·e ·:nurrioer of re?ug-eeD" 3.) ~-acig·~inted out that when he went to Saigon . : 

in 1965 he ta.TK'e'd-aoo\it-arruer-evolqfionto- w··Tn- ov-erthe-people:__. 11n-vietnanq 

ttlis-meari."s ·non:.-Efovernrrieiit -activity:- Hc>"wever, the government.·must give the 

green 'light, and-the·u.·s :· must help, but it must be way in the background.)' 

Lodge recomme~dea·-the-use ·or the Tenant'Farm·ers ~-UnfonJ etc., to develop 

farm credit, rice milling, and marketing programs. He pointed out that 

six months ago, fertilizers were piped in through the Tenant Farmers 

Union, and now the Union has tripled. 11 But you must stimulate and agitate 

them. This will be visual proof of a true revolution to win over the people . 

;Tnis--martake-·th-e-Fl"~neh-a11d--Chlt1em:to tthe· wa.ll7 but·it-w1u-~po1h1:-.-0ut:'a· tru~ 


ti-evolution to the Vietnamesev ~thfS-'jfrograiffslI<!C""eeds;-you-~~~~~t"dowir 
t>n U; S. involvem.ent;~and the·reby-~ut· dowii--on.U~-- S. --e:a:sualtleS"')'' Lodge 

said it is better to work through the unions, and organizations such as this as 

opposed to the local governments because you do not have competent local 

governments as such in Vietnam yet. 


l.--Odge--agreea'wi fh"Ache son .ao0uc.The--:-°!''Ombing1-and-about-negtrttat101uv '~K9 

@-1Sq-~rd~·leCIJ:f:\vo~lq~~-u~_!:_!?.i~~-ble"1iooll~]J.'¢:tting .. out' oCV:ie-fnall1] ''In this · 

war we are trying to divert a change in the balance of power." 


Lodge said he is working with the C;ihzens. Committee~-!!Tliev.Jl~.~u~rl_ng~ 
~Yreg-o(1n•octru~es . tu:· ~tscm' ~..w.tlY .:w~r~tn-vtmn~_Wlial:~enave-accomp~ 
~~a~'ll~.f!!.~!t'to::-be-::31(5~~~-i:y_o~.".people .an~fiere"'.:Jn 

Lodge suggested that Bunker should be given lots pf publidty when he gets 

back'. to report. 
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At this point, the President invited all of the group to lun~h. Everyone 
accepted except Douglas Dillon who had a previous commitment and would 
have to leave. 

-' 
;R-obert.-Murphy'f said it is best to focus on what might be done.~·e-:¢·cm 1 t-:-know;, "' 
.;Whether ther~ :..;iiTbel1egoH.ationsor.-not:-Murphy pointed out that he works 
with Norstad and No rs tad has had strange illusions on negotiations. Murphy 
suggested that the bombing be left in the hands of the Joint Chiefs as much 
as possible. He said it is effe_ctive. ~u:ry~y·~tea ·1n.atthere 1a- nO'llaEe..conw.!~ 
li1ce-the.r·e-was aga1iiif"Hitie-i0 He said that Ho Chi Minh is not regarded as . 
.evil in many places in the United States and in Europe he is .t"egarded as 
a kindly hero. rr'l:i~1:e"'s-ho1trd-aisa· 1ie a b,..efl:er £ixillonor;:-:'fne~3mcrtl-gl':::nrt>-oi' 
meii.\vhocn-e-:r·es p---onsible --1n-the-NCJrth.-- ; 

L.. tr/:/..tr/ . 
'.:,./ " 

povernor Averill Harriman ~aid he wished Dean Acheson would say publicly 
what he said about the character of the Foreign Relations Committee Chairman. 
Harriman added that he "had tremendous respect for Senator Gale McGee and 
they threw him off. the coz:nmittee. 11 Harriman said the difference between 
Senator Vandenberg and his Committee and the present committee is as 
great as black and white. 

The President pointed out that even then, Vandenberg and the Foreign Relations 
Committee made it miserable for the Secretary of State. 

Gen·era.1 Omar Bradiey said in general he agrees with the comme".nts that have 
been made. •f.the~!TIUilar'fserVICe-s~bo"fF1oura-::-ana the Vietnamese are~ 

-~ 

fffipro-;;~n~f;-~and we are making progress. It is difficult for the American 
people to understand why we cannot draw a line and push this line up and back. 
There is co_nfusion among the people because they cam1ot view Vietnam in 
the same way they did in ·world \Var I~. The enemy may be 10 or 15 feet a way · 
from you and you cannot see him. The improvemeht in the local forces are 
beginning to be played up. in the last few days. Some of the units are very good. 
T hey are training them well, Bradley said. 

1{0ZiJ:~~m5Ifig;.~.~ve..~shou!crs:u:e~ .tq rntUta.ty.:.ta..r~ They do affect the 
North Vietnamese ability to fight in the South, We mus·c ·keep up the bombing. 11 

Bradley said military targets are sometimes questionable. "Whether the dikes 
will become military targecs, I do not know. 11 • 

http:rntUta.ty.:.ta
http:shou!crs:u:e~.tq
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"0n.iieio1i"aHons iliere should not oe so much-rarrt1 The 'more we talk about 
negotiations, this is a sign of weakness to them. If we stop the bombing, 
we do.n1t need to tell them in advance,'' Bra<lley said. 

The President noted that when we had told .them in advance about our bombing 
· pauses', it !:\as not worked in the. past. I 

Coi:Ycel'lif.i:Ig-the"".'tY6ubTes at.non1~'1"adtey-:said~ur:nieamn3f coffimtirucatioii~ 

·are· largely-res·p-difsible7• "For example, the Washington Post used three pages 
to describe the 35, 000 or so peace marchers who converged on the Pentagon 
recently. However, there were 180, 000 in New York and New Jersey who 
demonstrated in support of our men in Vietnam, and this was played on page 17 
of the Post." 

(;B'Fadley salCf'"Trwe've·g-oTto-a.r·O'tii:fe patriotism-s-ottrehOW-~·-·1'/fe've never had a 
war without patriotic slogans. Perha-Ps~t~e-s logartin· this ~w~ut-d ~~~'Patience-y" 
100 years means nothing to a ·Chinaman,' but we do not have their same patience. 
The Korean troops in Vietnam have more patience. They'll sit in front of 
a tunnel until the North Vietnamese come out." Bradley said he believes if it 
wasn't for all the protesters, the North Vietnamese would give up. . He said 
that captured prisoners have told him they (North Vietnam) would win the warg 
not in Vietnam but back in the States, as they did with the French. We are 
winning, h.ut we must have patience," Bradley concluded. 

The President asked Ge'neral Bradley to tell the group about the competence 
of the South Vietnamese, the ~orean, and the United States rre n in Vietnam. 

1:lrndley-:-s~td··11 1-ha~ever ~,een-bett~r mo-rale-orb'etteY1ed-t1'-6op·!:f;-J They get 
ice cream about three times a week. Oniy two out of the thousand that I 
and my wife visited disliked being there or did not understand why they were 
there. These were two colored soldiers from Detroit who were more interested 
in the riots in Detroit than in Vietnam. As for the Vietnamese, all are 
enthusiastic, they still have some leaders that should not be there, but they are 
trying to get them out. I was impressed with the popular forces in the villages. 
We must do something to get the hearts of the Vietnamese people. They want 
to be let alone and grow their :rice more than anything else. They probably feel 
a little more secure with the government of South Vietnam than the Viet Cong. 
Two captured Viet Cong were about 12 or 13 years old and they said they had to 
go fight for the Viet Cong or their families would be killed," Bradley said.. 
eeneral Maxwell .'tay1drn1~hat tn.·t~5mfi~-·th!ngs ··are ·gofrtg··welL'"-;•fie-·rnaa­
!Wo _pohxtt:J. ·. l. )....He ..ques.r:ions..tITTr:-close .tleiene_e .oi.,.the.:tranttaZ'l'fOtt -tHe·tDMZ1.an~ 
fn:"ttre'"'."hl'Q'lrnma .atea;.....anar.Z::"J..:.:ae belleves.. thaLw.e ...bave:mJ:ft'j!Cllliti8'mfn:1oa wts:......., 
~aAgbin~!fWMne=:w:sFCbhg~&!'liRnfRiP&lpl'UbhtlQ:nw 
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T ..a.ylor-said-the.-bom1Jrffg1r.a.rr:essefil:Iarp~rt-nt"mlr:-rtr:tti:'!gy/::-and7Eoe"give ·irlr~ 
vr,.thou~-clearlr_:-g~.t~i.~g~~~~~~gj;~r.r_e~u.r~-:~£.~12-:~~.:~ryi;ig-~ 

The President asked him if he was talking about quid pro quo or the Acheson 
program. 

Taylor said he prefers the first but would go along with the latter. 1 
l 

40n·negotiai:ib.n.·s-;-:-rayh1ro:gr-e--e·nnat"11·Jmb~iding~olution· i1' · moi:-e··1i~ly tha~ 

;~egotiations·,·1 He pointed out that if he were Ho Chi Minh, he would stay with 
what the North Vietnamese are doing, at least through the elections in 1968. 

I 

qn.·~~lfer·hom.efr:c;·nt, '.l'aylbr said that he has made more speeches than anyone, 1. 
having completed his 126th last night. - "The people still are asking why they; 
are not being told all the facts op Vietnam. -w;rsncmld organfae--a:-ilaffonwi.d'ff;1 
campaigffl:liatw1lfb~ontlnuous7 ';ri!!l~VlSi-O-rf~iS'J'Ur-:he·st·weapon:~s~it-i~~1 , . 
:{Vi.th the-·opp.osition} Every wee~ we should have a program either sponsored 
by public or private in whiCh the peq,Ple can ask their government questions. ·. 
We can also bring personalities - returning veterans, diplomats, etc., to ' 
discuss Vietnam. 11 ' 

ge~~rr~~B"all.. ~.~id tfia E_-~°-~~~e _!_~~z:oup-thinka_-we-.1:.houra-get ·erurof:~~-~~~ 
~-nd .no one gives propr1ety·To the Oav1n or Galbraith ~·nc:laver:,th,eo-ry_."7, 

"In the South, the report we received was very reassuring. The war of attrition 
and civil action is in competent hands and we are doing very well there. We 
should focus on the conditions that will lead the other side to stopping 
the fighting . (We .ruust look.alid"'."see "howtne'Wa.rtcrolorto--t~~~'.P.'?~;:-:e-a-r' 
tW'crwa-r-si.11-rh-e-eycg:-uf-Hanof;-·-FT:fift· the--w_a:rin:-the·-sauth:~---.'?:'.hls:-~une.· .th~y~ 

,can..·a:ff6'rd -to.. lCl"se.. o·.r.-·towith-dr·avl'fr·om:---sefcom:I· is-the-·wa?"°ilr ~tht:FJ.'9'9'.~h~his;h~ 

as-Viewed-~s ·a::wa.r"bythe_g.re;fe.stimperiaTisTfaree-:-againsf:::a.:-:~s.~;!_!-?.£~~-1~~~ 
~t'iite-,":::Can they afford to lose that one, we must ask, 11 Ball said. 

"In light of that then, is the bombing useful in the North. •'B.otfibtng;n"'.th~Ncrrth~EllB:I 

:.rr61'f1 tJ.iminmnl'ow-ot-supplhrs;~~t:re-SunttnrtgntrrCcifilIY'. Oii--fh-e.o-ihe~·hand;-;-,.·. lt will make-it-<tlrffos·tTmpc>Ersible"for-- t~em-to "stop th:~-:-war .. '.' .Ban-··re"C"tnmnetrd~~ 
~hange- of tai:t1c·s·;-ttrat·1s-;-s·hifti.ng--of ·the-bombing-away·from-the· harbor.:an.d;> · 
dike s-·to the bombing of 'the DMZ as··an-:-interaictiotLOf men:::and-S'uppJi~~.:? "This 
would clearly show the other side that we are creating the conditions to let 
them stop the fighting," Ball said. 

As ~ar as persuading the U. S . to support our efforts there, Ball pointed out 
that a double standard is implicit in· our presence in Vi etnam. He sai d there is a 
g rea t dispa rity i n size a nd stre n gth between the Unite d State s and the Viet Cong 
and North Vietnam. He also pointed out that many students can't unders tand 

' ' 

why we are using our air power against a primitive people that has no air power.. . \ . 
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Ball said very few .Americans really see a political solution as another Munich. 
We don't talk about getting out. He said he has had a bad reaction to Goldberg's· 
statement that six months after the war, we'll get out. People don't really 
belie\re this, because they look at Korea and see we've been there for 17 years. 
Furthermore, if th.ey do believe we are telling the truth, they think we shouid 
have our heads examined because we would \>e throwing away everything we 
fought for. Ball said we should consider all these in terms of the American 
national interest. We are in a position now instead of arguing how we got 
there as to what we do about it now that we're there. 

Following Ball's atatement the group adjourned to wash up before lunch. 

Lunch convened a~ 1:03 p. m. 

The President.called on Justice Fortas. 
.• 

Fortas said there was a remarkable gresentation by George .Carver of the CIA 
last night. t-:F"~t'~§aidtlfi~-~cOlirttry- should ·hear ·the presentation-made-by71 
Ca."l."Ver"":""} He said the nation is totally unaware of this side of the Vietnam conflict. 
He said Carver told the story with complete conviction and great sophistication.· 
Fortas suggested that the press might be told that Carver briefed the Cabinef 
and he would be available to brief the .press in a low-key way. Following this, 
Fortas recommended a repeat performance by Carver for Members of 
Congress and later for other opinion makers. He said these briefings would 
re contrary to the· opiniOn of the country ·that there are no improvements. 
Fortas then sugges~ed that later on Ambassador Bunker return and report. 

Fortas expressed his gratitude to the Paul Douglas Committee participants. He 
said at last some of the leaders and people of the country are beg.inning to 
speak out. '~roelieve there.is a . goO"<rdeal. 01-.over-rea-ction-to-what-appear.s ,., 
~ooe·"'ttfepublic-affitude~orth·e· ·united·States;-··--·This ·opposition exists in-·only 7 

~-sm:a11-group-urthe-co-m.m.unity;~-prima-.ruy: -1he-intelfectuals ·or·sc:>:cauecr··-··1 
,tntellecituals and-the p.r·es-9-;:i The opposition is not as widespread ·as we th.ink. 
Public opinion is a fickle thing and a changable thing. The American people 
are committed to a few propositions that.are contrary to the rash of opposition. 
The public would be outraged if we withdrew. We are.not now prepared for a 

"Fortress America," nor are we for the foreseeable future. It is very 
important to separate the superficialities of expression from the fundamen'.tals 
of American belief." · 

~~·gotiatione-.ar~. Y.r!ih.qlJQath.er­than;a-:i;-ea1-~~ng~r~~F?. :r.~as:--said ~-;r This could be 
an ingenius trap to trap us into negotiations on terms or at a time when they 
can be corrosive to us. "We've been fortunate so far that North Vietnam 
has rejected our offer. Mfien tHe"Jlme comerrwt1'~itlh,.'fipenwlII"15E!-a'>' 
~essation":"oltios EI lilies;. .:not_ negot1~m11n!·~~-pllrnlYif:liOUt 

~~~~!~.C!..!!~2!!go::~E-~::.t:.:1am~~mi~~..~~ That is why the people 
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don't understand you when you say you're willing to negotiate, because the 

American people really don't believe 'in negotiations. ("It""""W'cfiilO.Serve.rul 

p'U.r'f>a·s·e-i:o-cc»nHnue-to ;~-p"h;;iz~-;ur-wnnngnesstonegotia1e:--Yoii~Tia~v:e-1 


~.lready·stated--your·-:paslfloli. Don't repudiate what you have done but tone 

down on it in the future. To continue to talk about negotiations only signals 

to the Communists that they are succeeding in winning over American public 

opinion, '' Fortas said. 


oD.tnebombln~t>"frn.s .sara T.n.-referslice to Georg~·-13~111~--commenfs-;-fna~ 

lte-admires the-ingenuity-i~i:he:-pro·poi!l'al-but--r~jeets the' logic·fo·r··stopping7 

the bombing in the North~ "I don't believe North Vietnam thinks we are out 

to overthrow their government, and· I don't believe it would have any effect 

if we shifted our bombing. The bombing oi the North is not the way to 

end the war but a way to make cessation of the hostilities on a basis acceptable 

to us a pas sibility. " ' \


• 

The President asked Dick Helms what the minimum and maximum figures of 

people who are being tied up in the North to repair the damaga done by U.S. 

bombing. 


Helms replied about 500, 000. 

~6rtcu!C01'itinued saying-he-was-i.nterested-in_-hodg-e-'~p1opo_sai. ;- . •~I~~r:-.~ 

r.alt ·qu-e·stions··11ave-·been asked about the· -.nature-·of-our~milita.ry~c~io~j.n··the-:;:::? 

"'south:--rthint<.:we-shoula -expIOre:a gre-atei-.u-se-0£ .the amall~Ht~~ni~ 
in-the 'So-tith; 11 

The President said he has asked the Secretary how we could speed up winning 
the war. "The Joint Chiefs came up with lO proposals, all of which involve 
the North. I sent it back to them to focus on the South and they reported 
that we can't do anything more than we are doing in the South now, 11 the President 
said. 

Dean Acheson commented on Fortasa idea of having Carver brief the preas~ 


saying "neither George (Christian) nor the CIA should brief' the press. 11 


F ortas .said he was very impressed both by what he {Carver) said and' how he 

said it. He realizes, of course, that anything ~nyone in Government says will 

be denounced by the Fulbrights . 


.. ~ 
The President asked the group to g ive any suggestion on Vietnam or any 

danger signals they see in any other part of the world. He said he did not want 

this group to confistf« itself totally to .Vietnam. He asked them to want to and 

io feei obligated to tell him personally for his eyes only about any of these 

subjects, even his own competence or that of the Secretary of State oi- Defense 

in handling matters of world affairs. He then introduced Clark Clifford as 

one of his most valued adviaora who is most generous with hi~ti'I'n~.BJ LlBJ~AH'l 
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Clifford said that the President was aware of his stand .on the questions posed, 
and thus he would confine his comments to one subject - the attitude of 
Ame rica.n people. 1!:A1\tJffcrr.t:'"tnuS't.:be· ma-de to--explain-and--to-educate-the··1 
..A:merica.n-peopl~ There is another area which we have not discussed today ­
~amely that ..the American-people-wilrr~:ra.e:l-to-n:i:mring-fronrtho·s-e-i1'RUvtdmitB;1' 
who-live·ih Southeast Asia who can give a-better -color· of the·~ondition~:-the-~ 

For example1--Presideht 'Thieu ·should.visit· the -United States -if~the 
protocol can be worked out. He could address a Joint Session of the Congress, 
he could be invited to the Press Club and I am certain he could get prime 
time on television some evening where he could expla_in the nature of the 
problem there. He is an intelligent and a reasonable fellow, and more 
balanced than Ky. He could go through the background of the conflict, the 
importance of the conflict, and I think this would be very helpful. Colonel 
Robin Olds, who is our only· air ace, could be assigned to speak to large 
audiences. Selected officials from other Southeast Asian nations and 
Ambassadors from Southeast Asian~ations could visit the United States to 
make appearances," Clifford s~ggested. 

'¥l:le£liinp()Keep _in-m1rm-however-ts:-thah-o-matter wha:rtl'Itnnoxnpttshe81Y 
GhH;-Will· nnt· !J~a.-_-popular:wa~. No wars have been popular. In the Revolutionary 
War there was an enormous- body who felt this was a tragic mistake. The 
same was true in ·the CiVil War where President.Lincoln was beleagered day 
after day with people who thought he should get out. The First World War was 
enormously unpopular with_many of the American people. In the Korean War, 
it y.ras popular in 1950, and in 1951 more than 60% thought we were wrong, 11 

Clifford said. 

The President interjected at this time to point out that the Korean War at the 

time of our entering was favored 83-7% and 6 rnonths later the balance had 

shifted to 66-24 against. 


Clifford continued saying that he remen'a> ers well Senato? Taft calling the 

Korean Conflict: "Truman's War". One possible exception is World War II. 

"But wars ~11 be unpopular and we won't be able to sell it to everyone. But 

we must go on because what we are doing is right. But recognizing this fact, 

I hope we won't get frustrated. 11 


"Last night was an enormously interesting experience. Secretary McNamara 
said that perhaps he and Rusk's effor ts s ince 1961 have· been a failure . But · 
this i s not true. Their efforts have constituted an enormous success. One 

·of the measures of the success that history will look very favorably upon is 

that both P r esidents Kennedy and Johnson didn't wait fo r public opinion to catch 

up with them. lrhey went ahead with what was right, and because of that the war 

is a success today. You can look around and find that the other nations say 
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we have provided 1them with a shield. They cannot de'p_end upon the British or 
the French. This has been an enormous success but we wo11;'t be able to 
convince the American people of that as long as it is going on. So we should 
go right on doing what we' re going to do. !t is important that we do so," 
Clifford continued. · 

"Any cessation in the South or the North will be inte~preted as a sign of 
weakness of the American people. If we keep up the pressure on them, 
gradually the will of the Viet Cong and the North Vietnamese will wear down," 
Clifford concluded. · 

At 1:45 p. m. Lynda Bird brought Patrick Lyndon Nugent in to the President. 
Lyn stayed in the President's arms for most of the remain~er of the luncheon. 

The President then briefly summarized the consensus of opinions given today. 
Generally everyone agrees with our present course in the South. The Lodge 
proposal is generally agreed upon. In the North, there is the general 
agreement that we should not extend tfi'e bombing any further: The!e is some 
sentiment for moderating the bom,bing. We have moved far along on the 
bombing. We've hit all but 24 out of the 9, 000 targets or the 5, 000 military 

a · targets. The President then called on McGeorge Bundy to summarize the 

. feelings of the group and a~ked Bundy to put on paper his summary. 


Bundy suggested two things. First, he said no one has said anything about 
China becaa.se no one really believes that the President will do anything that 
will start trouble with China. Most people understand that. Although there 
are many in Bundy's circle of moderate to dovish people Wi o do not understand 
that and he will go about to make this clear. Also, there is a sense of clarity 
and calmness among the group with a heavy majority agreed about,what we 
should or should not do. Bundy pointed out that this unity of agreement is no~ 
reported in the Press and is a popular misconception. He said an endless many 
hours have been spent pointing out how we got to where we are now. Instead, 

. :l 	 the emphasis should be what do we do now. . He said there is agreement 
that the bombing is important but is overemphasized. He pointed out that "the 

I 

group has not given detailed attention to a pause or refusal of a pause, but 
there 	is some agreement that it is not a critical point. · 

The President asked that all of the group try to give their views to the public, 
and he asked t~at when they make speeches that they provide him a copy of: 
what they said so he will know. 

T. I HHA. t{'f 
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Walt Rost~w addressed himself to Hanoi's mind which must concern itself with / 
I 

, 


the rate of erosion of their manpower base against the erosion of the American /' 


political base. He pointed out that at least half of the job must be done by 

the South Vietnamese government, They must show improved administration. 

They must make a bold, bloody attack on cortuption and the ARVN must be more 

agressive in pacification. · 


Rostow agrees that this will not be a popular war but he points out that the 

progress taking place will help win support. He said that there are ways of 

guiding the press to show light at the end of the tunnel. 


On negotiations, Rostow said the normal way for the .Communists is to pack up and 
cease agression rather than negotiate. He pointed out however that Vietnam 
may be different in that Hanoi 'Yill not want the NLF destroyed as it 
was in Indonesia and they may want to negotiate on this point. Se.condly, Hanoi 
may want to negotiate about bases in South Vietnam. So negotiations are 
not out of the realm of possibility. ' 

The President called on Under Secretary Nicholas Katzenbach who chided that 
if President Thieu and Ambassador ~unker are brought back to the United States, 
"that leaves Vietnam under Locke and Ky!" 

Secretary McNamara expressed his personal appreciation to the group. 

. . 
The President said that no nation has been mor e enlightenly served than under 
Secretaries Rusk and McNamara. He pointed out that these two are the 

highest type of manhood that this nation can produce. Their working 

relationship is good and they have had no petty jealousies or quarrels. "Their 

only test is what is· good for their country, 11 the President said. 

Secretary Rusk said tha~ the deliberations in the past two days have been 
thoughtful, imaginitive and responsible. He expressed his personal appreciation. 
He agreed that this was not a popular war but one of the problems in.polling of 
public opinion on the, popularity of the war is the way the questions are phrased. 
He said that he is sure that if the President were asked by a pollster, 'are 
you happy about Vie~nam; ' the President would reply 9hell no.' 

On negotiations, Rusk said we don't expect Hanoi to come to the negotiating 

table very soon. . 1 


On bombing, he pointed out what it does for the mbrale of our men. So when 
WO consider a shifting or a stopping of the bombing on a geography basis, We 

must consider tha mor ale of the men• 

• 
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The Pres!dent said that we are etudylng what essential targets remain. 

There will have to be some restrikes and we are studying,'when ahd where. 

The President then called on Secretary McNamara to discuss the so-called 
 Ibarrier. 

McNamara said fir.st of all it is not a barrier. For five or six years we have · lbeen studying how to interdict men and materials. We've considered many 

things from the use of divisions to an actual Maginot Line, but none 

merited being put into play. About a year and a half ago, we got our 
 I 
scientists and engineers to analyze the situation, and they .improved the t. 
effectiveness of ou~ air campaignJ f.\ . 

I 
• I . f 

i_ _ _Lyre start the 
_c-_i::>_e_r_a_t:--;i;-o-n against vehicles on December l and against men on January l. We 
ci~n't know how effective it's going to be, but we are hopeful. There are also J 

I 
lobstacle defenses in which we have a c1eared area with mines and other 


obstacles and fixed fire positions in the north of South Vietnam. 
. . . 
McNamara revealed that captured documents showed about 20% of those who· j
leave the North, do not reach the Sol:lth. About 2% of these are becausi! of air 
casualties. Our scientists and engineers hope this ·new system will increase 

-,/ 

the air casualties by 15 fol~, in other words°, up to 30%. They think the ~ . r 
r 

·destruction of the trucks by air casualties will increase. 200-300%. McNamara j.· 
points out that we haven't discussed this program because it is so complex 
that with some ingenuity by the enemy it can be detected and destroy:ed. r 
Therefore, I have put a flat barrier that there will be. no discussions. McNamara r .rsaid he does n·ot want to overstate its effectiveness, but if it improves the · I 

!.casualty ratio by even a few p~rcent it will have been wo::-th the effort. f 

r 
Secretary Rusk addressed himself b riefly to the Goldberg-Mansfield Resolution 

fon bringing the Vietnam issue t'o _the United Nations. He pointed out that seve:ral 
(.efforts in the past to do this have not worked. It is both an illusion and a sophisti ­

can on. In the S·ecurity Councii we do not h ava the nine votes necessary. The 
Soviet Union does not want it brought up . They do not want to heat up any 
issue between them and ~ Unit ed States at this time. Other nations ,..oppose . 
it for different reasons./' _ ~(s)f:t.J> 

. 
r 

~ .. ,. D 
......I-Ianoi and Peking say that it does not belong in the United Nations. 1rwe don't 

1 •• 

' . get the n ine votes of if w e ge t an adverse v o te, it' s going to be interpreted as 

:·: ·a repudia tion of our policy. In the G e ne r al Asae.i;nbly the sicuation is much the 

: ' ' nar.ne way. The ,rli~ference between the public view and the private statements 

.,. _- :• ·~ ·1:11( . 
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· of these world leaders is enormous . For example, · there is no more of a hawk 
than Ne Win of But"ma, yet if it were brought before the UN, he would probably 

· vote against it. We have tried to make clear to these Senators that they 
are not on a realistic path. We have a resolution pending now which no one 
wants 'to vote on. 

The President pointed out that the United States presence in Southeast Asia 
has had its effect. It has hampered China's policy and caused reversals 
against China in Indonesia and other parts of the world. Practically all the 
leaders in Asia are in deep sympathy with us. Prime Minister Lee of 
Singapore said he came to the United States to find out if the American people 
would hold out. He knew that the President, Secretary Rusk and Secretary 
McNamara would, but he didn't know about the :resoluteness of the American 
people. The President pointed out that General Taylor and Clark Clifford did 
a marvelous job on their trip to Southeast Asia. As a result, the Thais have 
brought up their troop strength to 10, 00..p. The Koreans, Australians, 
New Zealanders are all going to send more troops. The South Vietnamese 
are increasing their troop strength by 60 or 65, 000. 

The President adjourned the group at 2:15 p. m. 

.• 

l": 
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~ MEMORANDUM 


THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAIHIMOTOlf 

Friday, November 3, 1967 

{j;P \:*o(}
MR. PRESIDENT: 

I did not take full notes in ye•terday'• adviiory meetingJ but I did try to·list · 
suggestions for action. · · · ' ' " .u 

·•' ' ..t; ' ., 

Here is my list.• 
l I I' L' ' f .1 • ~ ' , ... \ t ·I 1 

Dean Acheson: 


-- organize citizen's committees in all cities over 100, 000; 


-- get fresh faces to defend our Viet Nam policy. ' 


McGeorge Bundy: 


-- cool attention to bombing: ...make it routine; 


. ' 
-- reward in White House ceremonies those who have done great work in 

the provinces, military and civilians; 
I • 

.-- assure that military men on advisory duty in pacification are promoted 
on same basis as those in combat; 

-- develop publieity that Vietnamese are doing more, and make sure they do; 

-- shift our stance on negotiations to one of not expecting negotiations until 
after November 1968; ,, 

.-- dramatize that we have already won a great strategic victory in Asia: 
lift people's eyes from Viet Nam to the whole scene; 

'· . 

-- brief the key editors and communicators just as the group was J:?riefed 
(Dick Helms has no objection to using Carver when it's off-the-record 
and no public attribution); 

- - let good news speak for itself: don't strain publicly to convince people 
progress is being made. 

Douglas Dillon: 

-- spend time not on how we got into Viet Nam, but on position we're in 
and real choices we face ; 

-- clarify what we are doing on the ground and in bombing; 

_.N l-_:S.,._8..;,,..lj..,.i.D-:c3~ 1F_o_~--I___ ==-.::....s_1E_·
By 'VC{d fc,:.{l.fNARS,Date ;f.- ) - d'.Lj 
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Douglas Dillon (cont'd) . 
~ 

-- develop sense of progress: sense of stalemate is what ia·Q.,es extreme 
doves and hawks; let events speak for themselves, but ther.e are 
ways of getti.ng good news out; 

-- have Bunker -- a fresh and trusted voice -- report to the nation; 

-- the President should brief top college presidents and deans as 

Advisory Group was briefed. 


Arthur Dean: 

clarify our "get out of Viet Nam" position: if we're really going to 
get out, why spend all this. blood and treasure? 

-- explain critical importance of Viet Nam to our Asia and Pacific 

positions: people don't understand implications for U.S. national 

interest of loss of Viet Nam; 


-- avoid another Panmunjom. 

Cabot Lodge : 

-- an independent audit of the pace and success of the revamping and re­

orientation of the ARYN; 


I.I. , 

.-- limit U.S. casualties by diminishing "search and destroy" operations, 

substituting a doctrine of "split up and keep off balance " ; 


-- encourage a "true revolution 11 in South Viet Nam by throwing our weight 
behind private cooperative institutions such as farmers v unions, 
marketing organizations, which would stimulate, agitate, and engage 
the people themselves and begin to push the French and Chinese 
middlemen to the wall. (WWR comment: the French and Chinese 
businessmen ought to be moving into light industry at this stage of 
Vietnamese development. ) 

-- agreed with Acheson on a no-bombing versus DMZ deal; 

-- urged that Bunker and bis views be given maximum exposure. 

--=:.-· 

http:getti.ng
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Robert Murphy: 

-- sharpen focus and action against small group of Hanoi villains: 
we have no target for hate in .this, 'as. opposed to other wars. 

General Omar Bradley: 

-- talk less about negotiations: Hanoi takes it as a sign of weakness; 

-- use "Patience" as a slogan; 

General Maxwell Taylor: 

t• 

I 
I 

I 
:1
!,
Ii 
I 
! 
' i 

-- questions close-in defense of DMZ; 

-- decide what we are prepared to offer the VC; that is a major gap in 
our policy and ought to be filled; 

-- bombing should ~t be traded against DMZ pressure but against level 
of VC incidents in the South: bombing is our equivalent of guerrilla 
warfare; 

-- organize nationwide, continuous campaign of speeches in support of 
policy; 

-- organize an hour TV program regularly: 
on Viet Nam, answering questions. 

government replies to its citizens 

George Ball : 

- - stop bombing~ except across the DMZ~ to create climate ior negotiation. 

Abe Fortas: 

-- get George Carver to briefing on television. (Dean Acheson0 

and others objected to using Carver in public.) 
Dick Helms, 

isaw1 E... ­



I 

SECRET -4- Nov. 3, 1967 

Clark Clifford: 

-- bring Thieu to the United States (Nick Katzenbach implied we should 
make sure his political base in Saigon would be safe during such 
a tour). 




