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President's Meeting with Pope Paul (Dec. 2J, 196$) 

-
(from J. Valenti's notes) 

Bresident gave the Pope an aide memoire. It noted t he 
Pope's appeal for a bombing halt. 
"My country has tried this path before. I would not 
exclude the possibility that it may again appear wise 
at some point." 
It cited two objections1 1) past sterile experience and 

danger to our troops 
2) 	 If Hanoi was able to improve its 

military position (because of a 
halt), any talks would be sterile 
and dilatory on Hanoi's part. 

"Those judgements could change." It noted that the San 

Ant&nio offer had been rejected by Hanoi, publicly and 

privately. 

Referred to his recent TV interview regarding elections 

and the possiblerole of NLF "individuals" in finding peace. 


Discussed the question of POW's. Suggested Pope's sending 

a representative of NVN to discuss the matter and if 

possible look into the condition of our prisoners. Noted 

GVN would agree to a visit to SVN and observation of 

prisoners there. 


Pope said that of course he could not support war M~x•KJ 


ktwt but that he wanted to help. 

Discussion of Kosygin. President recalled Glassboro. 

Said he expected "kamikaze" gactics to be used by NVN/VC. 


(above from back-up material on President's trip to Holt 

funeral and beyond) 
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Meeting of the Pope and the President -Meeting began at 8:5G p. m. ended 

After asking about each other1s health, the following l0:~7 p. m. 

dialogue took place.· 

PRESIDENT: I was impressed with the December statement of his 

Holiness and of his recent reply to the College of 

Cardinals. The Holy Father and I think very much alike 

on many issues. 

I have just come from Australia where I talked with 

practically all the leaders of the Asian world. We feel 

we are ready to stop the fighting immediately but we can 1t 5-rof 

just half a war; we must stop it all. Hanoi has great 

problems but they believe the U.S. will tire and fail 

just like France did - and then they can win 
•, 

by default 

what they lost on the battlefield. We are being extremely 

careful not to widen the war by bringing China and 

Russia. 

One half of our people want to do more. 

. - ­., _,,,~~- - ·-1 
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Twenty percent of our people want to pull out 

Thirty percent follow the moderate course of the 

President - thus 80 percent of the U.S. either follows 

the President or wants to do more. Twenty percent 

make all the noise and mislead Hanoi into believing 

we will give up. 

So I have this problem of keeping the pressure on 

without widening a war. My right hand keeps the 

pressure steady and with my left hand we seek 

negotiations. 

Here it seems is where the Holy Father can play a great 

part 

I want the President ot know that I have not only given 

counsel to South Vietnam but I have scolded the North 

for not making moves toward peace. 

I think your statements have been fair and just l want 

to express the hope that with President Thieu and the 

new Senate President the Holy Father may be able to 
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~OM£ ~F n-to~_c..-­

persuade them to begin informal thalks with (illl•,.._ 
~S~ oO ,._.T_e-~ vJ\ 11~ 1"\t"f;,..J 
~"fJ(F'. -Ultimately South Vietnam must settle its 

problems in South Vietnam - a settlement on the basis 

one man-one vote constitutional government Then the 

U. S. can come home just as we did in Europe and in Asia 

and spend the money we are expendin g on war on 

education, health, and all the other needs of our people. 

(At this point the President gave to the Pope and to Cardinal 

Cicognani copies of a proposed press release dealing with thei 

conference. The Pope objected to a line near the end of the 

release which said "We will never surrender South Vietnam 

to aggression or attack." R The Pope said that if this line 

were in the release it would appear that the Pope was endorsing 

war. The conversation resumed.} 

POPE 	 I am grateful for your visit and also your sentiments 

and your work in behalf of peace. I will never forget 

our conversation in New York. The five points that 

you outlined before you left on your trip were very good. 

I understand very well the situation of the U.S. today. 
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POPE {Con'td) 

PRESIDENT 


You went to South Vietnam to protect and defend a 

small country and now you are engaged in a great war. 

We must declare our own position to the world as friends 

of peace and foes of war. I must differentiate my position 

from yours although I very clearly understand your 

good intentions and your good hopes. I want to further 

the solidarity of my agreement with your intentions 

but you must understand I can never agree to war. 

Perhaps the methods you are now using will not arrive 

at your expected goal. North Vietnam will not cease 

its activities - especially when it has great powers supporting 

it I do not believe the war will end but I do believe that 

its character can change, becoming a defensive rather 

than an offensive one. 

Does his Holiness believe that Soviet Russia wants this 

war to continue? 

POPE It is difficult to say but when Podgorny was here he told 

me that Russia would never abandon the cause of North 
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Vietnam. I tried to convince him that this was the proper 

time to collaborate with the U.S. in peace moves but I 

received negative results. 

Is there some way the U. S. could give an impression 

of a change in the character of this war to gain world 

favor? 1. am hurt and saddened that the U.S. moral 

position is injured by world opinion. 

In talking with Vice President Humphrey I reminded him 

that the U. S. has great missions that its performs as the 

guardians of freedom. Your great society programs are 
But 

applauded. WilcBithe Vietnam episode colors all this. 

What can I do to come to your aid? We will continue to 

preach peace and to be witness to your good intentions. 

Might it be possible for the U. So to give hew examples of 

its generosity? 

I have received messages from great personages of the 

world to plead with you to stop the bombing. The Church 



PRESIDENT 

Ef&G~~~I 
PRESIDENT 

POPE 


SERVICE SE" 

cannot give its approval to bombing as a means of defending 

liberty. Is there anybody that we can contact as an 

~Xintermediary - the only one we know is the 

Commission ard that is very weak. 

Can I be an intermediary for you - I could say that I 

know th~t what the U. S. says is true - that it truly 

wants peace. Can you give me your assurances of 

this? 

Yes, of course, and this statement that we have reas 

says it too. ~1x 

But Hanoi refuses to talk. How can we overcome this? 

We have stopped bombing five times but this only increases 

the murder. Now we are hopeful that South Vietnam 

EID< and represeetatives of the NLF can talk and settle 

their differences locally. 

May I say th is to the Russians: I have discussed all of this 

with President Johnson and he wwants very much to stop 

this waro What will you do? May I say this to the 
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Russians and use your name? 

Yes. What you would be saying is essentially what the 

Aide Memoire says but of course we both agree that the 

Aide Memoire should not be made public. 

w~ '\ 
Kosygin told me at Glassboro that he had~ if the 

U.S. stopped the bombing, negotiations could get started 

We said that we would stop the bombings if talks would 

get started He said that he would talk to North Vietnam . 

When we received no word from him, we asked our 

Ambassador to press him for some kind of report Finally 

Kosygin said "You are sti II bombing and nothing can be 

11done. Thus he slammed t~e door on us. We believe 

that he talked to North Vietnam and they told him no. 

We never publicized this. 

When Kosygin met earlier with Wilson, he said he 

wanted to get talks started but North Vietnam said no then 

also. We know that China and Russia are supporting 

and will continue to support Hanoi. 
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We think the Russians would like the hostilities to stop 

because they don1t want a confrontation. But I am not 

sure of th is. 

Unhappily, the U. S. is more exposed to propaganda than 

the Russians are. Please continue these appeals. Patience 

is needed. Everything you do for peace I will support 

Hanoi is simply not going to the conference table because 

Hanoi believes they will win this war in Washington. 

It will take a long time to prove but I am convinced 

the best avenue available to us now is in the Sou h 

-- talks informally between the twa<~~:oxXKRRDt Thieu 

government and representatives of the NLF. 

Your suggestion for South Vietnam is good. I will 

encourage it. 

It seems to me tta t if South Vietnam 's government 

would more or less leave us and talk informally with the 

NLF - and thereby the NLF leave Hanoi - this could be 

a way for South Vietnam to settle its own fate and have 
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Hanoi and the U. S. pull away. 

This is all very good but it will take time. 

We must begin. It would be very useful if the Pope 

through his sources in South Vietnam could 

persuade Thieu and others to talk to the NLF informally. 

Anything the Holy Father can mto< do to encourage 

this will be very beneficial. This would be one effective 

way of disengaging the NLF from Hanoi - and South 

Vietnam from uso 

I am also very hopeful the "Pope will send a represenaative 

to see our prisoners in North Vietnam and to see the 

prisoners being held in South Vietnam. Hanoi xw is 

ignoring and violating the Gene11a convention prisoner 

rules. If the Pope can call on both sides to accord just 

and humane treatment to prisoners and ask for permission 

to vi sit both sides, we wou Id be wi 11 ing to open our doors 

immediately. 
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POPE 	 I Imp urge you to have patience and perseverance 

in seeking peace. I believe it important for you 

to give new aspects to this war - to make it a more 

defensive war instead of an offensive war. It will 

strengthen your moral position in the world. You 

are now being accused of being unjust You can 

ra make the same propaganda yourself by changing 

the war. 

(At this point the President went over the press release again 

with the Pope. The President said that he would strike the 

sentence that the Pope felt was a bit ~!Eii'ooab< objectionable. 

The Pope and the Cardinal both agreed that this would meet their 

approval. } 

CARDINAL With whom should Thieu and the new Senate 
Cl COGNANI 

President talk? 

PRESIDENT Thieu is a good man - honest - and a Catholic. 

As you know, the Catholics are in a minority 
.. a1VICE 

in South Vietnam. In the recent election. a new 
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Senate was voted in and a Catholic was elected as 

President of the Senateo They are both men of strength 

and firmness. I hope the Pope will encourage them 

to talk - (and here the President smiled and gestured 

to the Pope} just as the Pope encouraged me to pass 

my education bills. We are now spending $9 billion 

more ori education. And the Pope can claim some 

responsibility for this. 

{The Pope smiled and offered his hands in a gesture of affection for 

the President} 

POPE I am hopeful that you will exploit every possibility 

that will lead to peace. 

PRESIDENT 	 I want to do what I think is the best thing to do ­

to get the South Vietnamese to handle the problems 

of South Vietnam. We have a story in Texas about 

Ford automobiles carrying a slogan on the trunk of 

each car that said "Made in Texas by Te~~~·~1 
EtW\C~ ­

motto now is 11 Peace in South Vietnam for South Vietnam 
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and by South Vietnamese. 


What I would hope that the Pope would do is this ':' 


Through your Apostolic Delegate or other effective 


channels tell Thieu and the Senate President to 


talk to representatives of the NLF and to do it in their 


own way. If the Pope would do this, I strongly believe 


it would offer some chance of peace. 


I think I can do something. 

./ 

-- ' '\.~~ 
You can say that tHe1?residen~{s willing to have informal 

discussions, why not you? 

Is it possible that the truce at Christmas could be 

extended by a day or two? Could you not show the world 

that on the day of peace January 1you will also make 

this a day of truce? 

My problem is this: My military leaders tell me that the 

North Vietnamese have trucks lined up bumper to bumper 

and as soon as the truce begins they start them moving 
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and those supplies and those men kill our soldiers. 

On August 25 I told Hanoi we would draw a circle 

around it of three hundred miles and if we stopped bombing 

there could talks begin? 

On September 10 at San Antonio I made my speech 

which publicized a portion of th is. 

I held back until October 25 - and during that time 

they kept coming and they kept killing. 

ArchBishop Lucey went to South Vietnam as one of 
'--' 

my observers during the election. He told me that 

every time we quietened down they increase their 

pressure. In the 2X 37 day bombing pause, they built 

up a seven months supply. 

Where tlo they get their men, their means~ their materiel? 

By terror they are recruiting in the South - and they 

are now down to 14 year old boys. They are getting 

desperate and we are certain that we are hurting them 

very very much. They are using Kamikaze tactics for 
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they desperately want a victory and they are unable to 

achieve one. 

POPE We shall pray for you and we shall pray for your efforts 

for peace. 

PRESIDENT Is it agreeable now for me to release this statement 

with the one sentence removed? 
' 

O The Pope nodded his head and said "Yes, it was agreeable. 11) 

I don't want to press the point but I did want to know 

if I can assume that the Pope will try to bring the 

South Vietnamese to informal talks - and will immediately 

help out the prisoner problem. IThe Pope noddedo) 

POPE 	 Would you have any objection to receiving an aide 

memoire from me which would set forth my views? 

I want you to know that we will follow the same theme 

as we have before. I assure you of my loyalty and 

devotion to the ideals that the U. S. stands foro 

PRESIDENT Will the Pope be helpful in getting the South Vietnamese 

to talk informally with the NLF along the lines I have 
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outlined? 


POPE 	 I will do whatevefix is possible. I will study the prisoner 

situation and see what contacts can be made. This is 

a cause which is close to my heart 
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Aide Memoire to His Holiness the Pope from President Lyndon B. Johnson 

Saturday, December 23, 1967 

-J-uc.,,,. 
I come to you on the eve of Christmas to ex.pl are the best route to 

peace in Vietnam, and to~your S01msel. "d;~ ~-!.l... ,~"'-'. 
You have offered 11unarmed cooperation in the reestablishment 

of true peaceo 11 I accept that offer with eagerness and an open heart. 

His Holiness has eloquently expressed the yearning felt by all humanity 

for peace in Vietnamo My government and people share that yearningo We 

know it is shared, too, by the people of South Vietnam -- and indeed by all 

men, except a handful of fanatics in a few capitalso 

Let me express my views on a course of action that has been frequently 

suggested in recent monthso It is said that the United States should once 

again unilaterally stop the bombing of North Vietnam, with the hope that, 

somehow, that act of self-denial -- together with the pressure of men of 

good will around the world -- might bring the leaders of Hanoi to enter 

into serious negotiations for a peaceful settlement. 

My country has tried this path beforeo I would not exclude the possi­

bility that it may again appear wise at some point. 

However, I am bound to say that two factors lead me to a position of 

the gravest doubt and reserve at the present timeo 

The first factor is, that such action would cost the lives of many 

men now fighting against aggressiono In every case in the past, cessation 

of the bombing has been used by the other side to accelerate the movement 
- f • 't • • .. • ... ' "r"' ~ 

~- - ~--~ - ___ _ __, 
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of supplies and men to the South. 

For example, in the 37 day pause of 1965-66, I was told by representa­

tives of the Soviet Union that if I could hold a pause for from 12 to 20 days, 

a serious move to negotiations might resu It. 

Their judgment proved wrongo Nevertheless, I extended the pause 

to thrice 12 days. The United States received at the end what can only be 

described as a brutal diplomatic rebuffo 

Ayear ago we worked for three months, through various diplomatic 

channels, to make the Tet season an occasion for the transition from war 

to peaceo 

The result was a massive exploitation of that pause by North Vietnamo 

The forces just above the demilitarized zone were re-suppliedo This, in 

turn, laid the groundwork for a strategy of exerting pressure on the South 

by violating the demilitarized zoneo We suffered great costs from their bad 

faith during 1967, and we have reason to believe that bad faith will be 

revived when the weather in that region improves. 
/~ . 

Your Holiness, I have just com~rom Vietnamo My responsible
t\ 

commanders in the field tell me that the North Vietnamese are at this 
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moment taking steps to exploit even the very short pauses agreed to for 

Olristmas, New Year1s and Tel 

My first reason, then, for rejecting the road of unilateral action 

and hope for a measured response~ is that our experience and current 

intelligence tell me an increased price will be paid in the blood of my 

meno 

But the second factor is even more important. It is my fear that, 

if Hanoi is free to -- and believes it can -- improve its military position 

th rough a bombing cessation, any talks that might resu It wou Id be 
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sterile and dilatory on Hanoi's part The resulting situation- might 

well represent a ert:tAlusion ane a step away from peace rather than 

toward it /~ 

These judgments could change as a result of some new(~}_gn from 
. • Ml-o...-S~~ ~~~~. 

Hanoi al~t~ l~_s I hav~~-~s~eecWet San 
Antenie. His Holiness should be aware, in confidence, that the 

suggestions made at that time have been diligently explored through 

authentic contacts with Hanoi. They have been rebuffed both privately 

and publicly, am! I regret to report that Hanoi's present position only 

reinforces the concerns I have stated above. 

ihese being my tticws en the prospects in this direGtion, I have tried 

repeatedly to interest Hanoi in the possibility of talks, either without . 

condi~ions,or with the kind of limited unilateral reduction in ~ 
~hat my government attempted from late December of 1966 th rough 

early April of 1967. But there has been no useful response to these 

suggestions, which indeed go back over a long period. 

~I have been inclined in the last few months to look increasingly 

..fn the elireetiofl of what might be achievedto~~%thin South Vietnam 

itself. ~1t is this in particular that I wish to discuss with His Holiness. 

The question, of course, involves the so-called National Liberation 

Front and those individuals now associated with it. I am inclined to make 

a sharp distinction between these two. 

On the one hand, we appear to be seeing today a subtle aM­

sophisticates propaganda offensive designed to depict the Front as 
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i n dependent of Hanoi, and as having a position that might contribute to 

an honorable peace. W. 
As to the Front's independence, ~obt!i ~idence over many 

years has convinced me that, as an organization, it is, quite simply, an 

instrument of Hanoi. 

As to the Front's program, including the new version issued in 

September and recently circulated at the United Nations, I find myself 

deeply skeptical that it offers a reasonable peace.I?On the contrary, the 

program appears to call f~r a coalition government in South Vietnam,, in 

which the Front would control the levers of power,. and,in short orde~ the 

whole political structure. Documents captured recently in South Vietnam, 

and of~~ authenticity, contain instructions identical to 

those under which Communist Parties operated in certain Eastern 

European countries after the Second World War, with tragic results. 

Again in confidence, I must report that authentic contacts within the 

past month: with sources intimately familiar with Hanoi and the Front~ ­

have~ank statements that support this gloomy interpretation. 

Yet, on the other hand, I believe a situation i.§. evolving within 

South Vietnam that may,at some point1produce real possibilities of 
"Wiin! 

movement toward peace through political contact~;not with the Front as 

an organization, but with individuals now associated with the i:ront # 
~ ~ 

is-thiJS possibility to wh icA- I refj.~"in my television staterrrems earlier 

this weeko JPFor every reason, I believe such contacts must be primarily 

the affair of the South Vietnamese government. And, without easy 
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opt~rriistn ~ or hopes for '89+.IY success, this_ is the path that I am inclined 

to pursue at the present time. 

I believe many thoughtful South Vietnamese, including members of 

the government of South Vietnam, ere inclined t&take the same view. 

President Thieu and I discussed it in Canberra a few days a o.. 

he is understandably anel pre~erl;' cautious, I believe he ~~..u+tlt:Hi+-~ 

to be constructive if real possibilities should open up.
Ttu ~v~ M.t ~)

One of the major reasons the South Vietnafflese al"e anxiou-s, as +M 

world co~es te tal~solution between Saigon and the "NLF," ~that 
the ~olititil life ef the non Cemmunists i fl Soutl 1Viet11a111 is so fra9mentetl 

that the~ fm a highly organized Communist minority, o e ating as a 

popular front, might defeat th~-l:;g:,.~ un st majoritY in a 

political battle. 

~\ In the light of these views, I believe it important that our influence 


~J on the South Vietnamese be exercised in two directions. 


J;.\ FirstAi/eshoul~3je.,~e South Vietnamese to find a solution 


' ~\ in South Vietnam, r~g a I the while the extreme delicacy of the 

( "l;. question of;~·~". et the NLF" I believe President Thieu's 
~ ,;,~.JJ.e~~"ltuJ 

: formula ffi be-§eea, tt=iat is., he wi II talk "informally" with "members" of 

\ ~ · the NLFo'iPLeading anti-Communist figures in South Vietnam, including 

/ ~~llP~si~r Thieu a~ the newly elected president of the South Vietnamese 
\ ~ Senate, for example, might be enco~raged to lqok in this direction, 1f for 

··. ~ wi,.lP~ 
\~ flO gther r;aason than th~ peace-must ffi€aA, afflo~ other things, some 

form of reconciliation among those who live th ei r lives in that country. 
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Peace can best be achieved by South Vietnamese, for South Vietnam, in 

South Vietnam. 
~-1c:; J~e trevcled long and come here today, for a seco11d reason, 

-beGalJ.&€ those who have some influence in South Vietnam must tey--te­

encourage the South Vietnamese to organize the great anti-Communist 

majority into some sort of effective national political coalition. 'ffAs I jgf­
ahead, it seems to me inevitable that some dayr=in seFAe for~ the 

Communists, having abandoned war, will seek peUU~ power in South .J--. 

_n.')'M.l••-- ·7/Wu..dlu ~ AJA.U,li.J ~~~ 
~~~~;~Jj~a~~featee aHne-polls as 
~ . · · teated on the batt~. _JOntinued fragmentation 

of the vast non-Communist majority could result in a tragedy which would 

iitawe-renderj(t?fruitless aletc>urage and suffering that~gone into the 

strugglejeritie inElependence ,'Jf this peo~l@r 
It would be goodl*~fnfiuence in South Vietrarn.as well as mine 

and all others who can help, could continue to be used to help overcome the 

inherited factionalism of South Vietnamese political life.-so that this 

. :i _·. §allant-but--suffer-tng-p~{d-faE:~thek-~~~-fidenca. 

, · ind with the knowledge that the Comniunists-·wtttte- lncapable-oL_defeat~ 

-them at the ballotbox:--­

lf these thoughts conform to your own knowledge and insight, you 

~h, in your New Year's statement f<J the Day of Peace, Ji> speak 

directly to the South Vietnamese,:~th~ow working with the 

Vietcong to a~on the dream of conquering their country~fl. 
e w.~~di~cthem~rn to the path of national reconciliation; and'/™­

~~ on those who now fight in this little countrv,. to turn their 

http:Vietrarn.as
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thoughts and energies to the needs of the people. and the independe~ 

•tty;--and-progress of the_whole region-of-wR-icll th-e}'-a~ 

On the eve of Christmas, when Christians -- arxi men of other faiths -­

are touched by a divine~' I have come round the world to ask your 
- - .ft ~CT~ ')W1; :.,.L It> - U

helpAand"pledge ffl~fOIAm capaWy-l&-Str-tiW · ions 

for a t;i ic and stable and honorable peace. 




