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NSC PRIMARY INTERES1' 
·• 

PaES!D:S~T: 

~1i..: thank .you for co:Ji:.--"g :.ere after a busy C.a.y ~ 


_ ..::.-.:. \:~ a::e b~ing asked ;:;.:=.::~y C;£i.:es·;:io~:.s ~y ·rna:mbars c= 

·.::•.:: :~.:;-..:;;a and Se::!at·e. m~ k::ow t.!1.at tea paople a:-e as:,:.z:g 

ycu ~a~y questions. 


tore have undert&ken to try to discharg:? our 
c~tia3 ~nd carry out ou~ ob:igations as best wa coul~. 
:Sv::rv ~:>are moment ·we had to cons-alt ·1:1it.h anC. brief th~ 
l:,:;:::lo;:.:atic leaders and Re?ublica:i laaC,crs, whose cooparaticn. 
w.a naed and whose assis:ta:::ce we respect. 

I met last night with the Re~~lican l'aaders 

of the House and Senate. I rr.et this morning with soca· 

oi t~e · prominent Chairo.an. I ~at earlier yesterday ~;i-;;,.~ 


t~e Dc!nocratic lea~ers of tha Eouse and Senate. 


Tonight, I am rneetir.g with you particular 
leade~s primarily because you e=e on the committees 
-.:.hat ::.re the experts in this field; the ones ·who provit.e 
~:.a ~on2y, the ones who pass u9on o~r A~ad Services 
s~bjccts and legislation, tne · a~es who participate i~ ~he 
fo:::m~lation of our Foreign Affa~~s ·an.d relations with 
o~he:: nations. 

Wa hava asked the r:.e:!lbers of the House and Se::ate 
cf t.ha appropriations corr.:::ittee fro::i the Majo:::-ity Par'ty, 
Da~oc:::at.ic ~ide; · Fo~eign · Relations and Foreign Affairs, 
.;;.:::d .i::.:::-zr~ac. Services·. We have met with ·your Chair::en - ­
C~airman Fulb:::-ight, Morga:i, Chairman Rivers, Chair:nan 
Hayc!~:i, ar:.~ Chairman Mahon.. We wi.ll try to .make this 
as brief as we can~ 

We have hact a ratr.er busy ten cays. We are ::o't 
;;;..:::-::!.~; ::or syu;pathy~ But wa wa:r~t to relate to you tna 
=~-_-..y ::_:;:::o.!:Jlems that come to a ;:;.ajo.r pow_er in .a distu=zed ·w~rld. 

i . 

We started off by sc:::r.e of our boys getting a few 
v.;;.::ds over in the border in Car:..bodi.a trying to save t:-.eir 

-- w.t.ere there is a be::-.d .i:l t!le riva:= a:::C. t.hay 
:.::."-l~ ~~~ ezact chart on a nap. T::ey wara baing s:iot ~-::: 

=~c::-~ t!:.~ ~ot.=:~r side. That \·12..S aistressin~ to us bec~~sa 
..,:l,J.-:"'"" .....·.;e de::•..: want to vie.Late the any •·-'--v•••

i 

SANITIZED 

Authority NJ_ j 8 3 - / {) r 


http:Da~oc:::at.ic
http:Chairo.an


... .... 
1 i 

. !' 
I f _1 

nad a B-52 c~~c~ on f!=e in t~e navigator 1 s 
:?ro:.::a.!:>ly so~2 c=ossect wi.:r-as.. o=: what caused 
1-~~oT.·!. Some elec-:l:icia:: -~.--'-'--. 

'rhosa -co 
s.;:,va "t.:-.~:.1:" lives as t.;:e want -;:o c;;;.ve curs ur.:.der 

?~ga 2 

si~il~= ~irc'l::.ustances or even e:~ction y~ar. 

So they tried to lan~ tr.at p:c?M~e. They did sava 

all of their livas but one. There ·was only one casualty.: 

:Sut i,t wss very unfortm-iate. It was distressing to us. 


We have been watching now "fo= seve=al wee}cs tb.a 
buildu? at Khesanh. Tonight we find with~ a 40-mile 
area ·of Khesanh the enemy has 40,000 troops. They have 
built u;> while he was pleading with us for e:,tra truces 
a.~d to stop our bombing and . ma.king air· the pleas in the 
name of peace. 

They have been building up at ~hesanh to try to 
wipe Cl:t our five or 6, 000 rr.:;;n that we have there. 

~·1e have had to b=ing ol.!r me:! ~p where ·we will 
be eq~~l to the task. The Joint Chiefs, and all the 
Joint Chiefs I met with rr.e day.: befo=e yestarday and assu=eC. 
·~e that they had reviewed the plans and they tho~ght 
tney we::e adaquate. 

I told them I thought ' almost had to have the~ 
sign up in blood because if r:.y poll goes wh.are .it has 
gone _. with all the victo=ies, I imagine what it would C.o 
if we h~d a good r:iajor defeat. 

So General West=:orela:!d a::C!. the Joint Chie::s 0£ 
Staff a=e sure and we are !lO":·l a.nticipating sone major 
activi~y there that we have not heard abo~t. 

In addition, I think you know a~out what has 
h.:.?:;:ieneC. in Vietr..am ir.. the last few hol.!rs. ~-1e ~·rill to-:..:.;::h 
u,;:::.n that soma tonight. Alrr.os~ simulta:iecusly we had tha 
~orth Kc=eans who had 50-odd incidents in 1 66 ac~oss tb.; . 

I::craa se tha t to 590 i~cid~~ts this yea~, '67. Ve.-:::y 
. ... . .

o~T..ricus · ~hat they ~:ant to p~~ s~=~ p:.:~ssu~a on us. ~·~a i:~:.::.:;. 

t:::-:• to ~ive:=t us .from Vietna::i. a:id t=-.:..1 to C.ivert tea 
;<o=ea.ns -:·:::..o new have two C.ivisio:-.s t~a=a ::rc==t se::C.i::.g 



Page 3 

C.i.vi.:ion. which w;:; !:.ope ·::o ·;.:he:n. 

I thi.nk 
~ould ~~se up and say, .:..s a se:conC. war. 

Naybe we O'.lght to co:::a ::.c~e." hnd ce~-.:ain:.:: 

~~2 ~o=e~ns would say if we a::e soing to have f ighti~g 
:ike ~e=e in Washing\:.on, -~ we are going to have ~ighting 
:-:2:.:-e T.;e ought to bring thos.::: divisic~s back to Germc:..n:_r. 
i:::-::.y .s~:' i:E ~re a:i:'e going to _:ave :.:ig:l.ting here in Nor\:.:"l 
:-::c::aa. -.:a ot:g:it ~o bring o-:.::: civ:.s.:.o:::s :Cade from South 

- ~~~narn. This all ties in, we t~i:::k, to o~e large 
02~e=~ineu offensive of thei::s that is calculated to t::y 
~o nut them back in the bal~ game. 

w·e think we are equal ·..:o it. We think we wil:.. 
;:;:eet ·we t:iink we ·wil,l hc.ve to .call upon you to 
help us probably. In what ::espec-t, we are not sure. 

We are carefully studying eve~ything t~~t any· of 
the bes~ ~inds the Army, Navy, Air Force, State 
Ce~ar~~ant, p=ivate individu~ls that consult with us, 
can suggest to get the 33 men back and get the ship 
back. 

We don't want to ·widen ·.:ha war. We =-eal:..ze 
that ~c=~h Korea has a mutual sec~rity pact with China 
a::ld with the Soviet Union. We knm·1 it is much easier 
to get into a war than get ou~ of one. 

At the sarne time wa co have our p::?:"ide and our 
p=estige and our men at stake. So we are pursuing 
t~rough diplomacy every possi~ly avenue that is calcula~ed 
to get ~s any results. 

~e are pursuing our ni:..:..tary studies so that 
·.:.here :.s a:::.ything that ' ' c can do through stre:igth 

·.:o get resul~s, get the men back, wa wi:l be able to 
;;.:_:?lY ~hat when and if we e:-:ha.-:.:.s:: the diplomatic resou::ces. 

- have asked 80::ie ::-ta:: ...:.c cor::.e h.e:=e az:.d ·calk. to 
70~ abo~~ :..t. T~e fi=s~ 'h:..~~: wouid :..ike ~o ~o~ tc 

http:Washing\:.on


"::: :'lav.a been :i~vi:1<; .:: ·..:es-.::..cr~s c.:r.swe :::ed en cu:: 
::::.-.:·.:a.::..c.::1 ::oc:m :=eport ~:I:e:-. : cz.rr,e ove-:: here . Bm: I ·wi::.. 
._ ___.._·- - . ,.. -·--.,......_"~- ..: .. c.-v - '- .t. "'- ~e::o:::-e it is ove-:: . 

~hen : want hi~ to tel: you w~~t ha;?en2d o~ ~n3 
~~~=~o ~nd we will fo::ow throush briefly . ~e woul~ 

~:,::3::2~ .:o ?Ostpo:ie ques.J~icns ;::l·:::.: ''le arG f~~ished, 
z.::~oug~ i~ anyone fa~ls coc?a::..~d to rnake a co~tribu~ic~ 

:..~ ~~e ~iddl~ ~y asking ona -- and he is s~re it is a 
co=~ri~~~icn -- we ~i:! be g:ad ~c yield ~or t~a~ pur?ose. 

,!" 

s 




--

Paga 5 

GE:\ERP.L WHEELER: Mr. President, ladies a~d 

- 02lieve t.::at t~e r::ost c2.ear and succi~c-:: •.:2v 
:.:1 w::.:..c:-: : c<:::: summar:..ze the si-.:.uatior: .in Vietnam Hou:.d 
be to ~ea~ .ceri:ai:: po=~~o::s of a ~essage which ! received 
~rom Gene=~l Westmor8:and t~is ~orr.ing &nd give you 
a b::::-.:.:::::: UDC.a;:e as a resu.: t of :a·cer ir.fo:::-natio::l. 

General ~·lestr:-.cre:.a::d said this mo:::::ing, "D~r:..nc;; 

~~e p~s~ 2~ hours the enemy has continued his co~n;:ry 
~ide a-.:.~ac~s against airfie:ds and key population ce::1:ers. 
Sinca e~rly this norning attac~s have baen heavy ~n 
~he Sa~go~-3~en Hoa area and t~~ought the 4th Co~ps 

11"7'~ .,.._.:...~:2.c~:.cz.: za~e" -- that :...s en.: f::::~n.e~ sout:h. - --.::J "­

Corps ~ac-.:.ical zona acd Sa:o~d co=?s tactical zo:::e ~ave 
co~ti::~ad to receive widespread attacks with only the 
D~ ~z a:::d -=::.e Khesanh area being cornpari"':ively quiet. 
e~phasize this because it .:..s an ~npo=tant point. By a=ea, 
~~c T~ird Corps tactical zon8: commencing about 0300 
~his ~orning, the enemy launched ~eavy attacks at 
3ien .Hoa, Long Bien, ':'an $f~fl"~r and throughout 
Saigon . You will notice tha-.:: two of these are airtie2.ds. 

. - . ­ ~At Bien Hoa, the at~ack i~cluded the a!.r=ie_::. 
and t~e ?hird Corns tactica~ zone headquarters. T!:is is 
ARVN se~ior headquar~ars i~ the area. 

Damage ~<nown at ·.:h:..s time: One airc::aft dest::oyec, 
one P-10 0 dest:royed, one A-137 destroyed, one F-100 destroyed, 
nine damaqed. The attack has beei repulsed. 

At ~ong Bien, the Second Field Forces Headcuarters, 
~;:his is -::-..e ?..J.-ne::::-icc:.n headqua::--.::ers, Gene:=al ~J;fi11')v ~-.:: '""" 
e:.:.;::r.un:."'.:io:-. cump and tl:e POW c.=:.2? came under :no= ta::: 
a~~ ground attack. Heavy figh-.::ing ~ook place around ~~a 
?OW cafup, but: it has been held secure. 

In the c:.nuno dump z..r.. ...undet~r!:ti~~d par·:. of t::e 
.:.::-.:::u:::.""Cl.or.. was destroyed . The enemy con::act !;.as ~een 

..... ,. 

- -- -- _j .."""' ---""·"" 
- ...... ~ 1 , .. ,.:::.:.-.- ·-'".....~-··'--\.-...._. __.~ -··­

" ~ .. ­
~~~2- ~~c c~r.e~s. t ., ~ 

http:u:::.""Cl.or
http:e:.:.;::r.un
http:airtie2.ds
http:2.c~:.cz


I 
• 

t :
 

t·:
 

: 1
 

~ 
J 

' 
, .

, 

I '
· 

L>
 

1,
 

I'
· 

ri
· 

pi
 

: 
J'

 
~ 

I.
 

(O
 

Ii
 

Ii
i 

Cl
 

r;
 

( 
1 

(1
 , 

I'
· 

u;
 

l:
l 

(;
• 

I 
'· 

()
 

I 
I 

1i
 

I 
J 

o
 

( 
' 1

 
s..;

 
:r

 
: ~

 
... 

r1
 

cJ
 

P.
1 

Ci
 

r i
 

I '
· 

{
i,

 
: >

' 
:. )

' 
()

 
( d

 
m

 ro
 

:J 
n 

flt
 

0 
p

, 
~,
. 

f'J
 

~j
 

,Q
 

<~
 

LJ
 

n.
 

~
 

i'J
 

'C
J 

fil
 

01
 

(0
 

(
)
 

Ii
 

q 
I''

 
0 

C
I 

r;
 

I)
 

I)
 

fi>
 

Pl
 

Cl
 

'l
l 

t-j
 

I i
 

r>?
 l

•l 
{1

J 
I 

I· 
(t

l 
C

i 
I 

; 
1-

i 
0 

f"l
 

r1 1
 

u 
n 

I 
' 

ll
. 

1
i 

I 
I 

(J
 

C•
 

I.
 

t-i
i 

CJ
 

(
l 

f1
1 

rl
 

p 
!J

 
ci 

I 
I 

:1
 

~>
' 

(1
) 

(I
) 

!J'y
-(·J

j/
\
.
(
)
 

'~
 

rv
 

:;
'"'

 !J
 

~J
 

.~ 
~

E1
 

p
, 

,;
 

1::
;-1

 ..
 

(i
l 

..
. 

'(
' 

., 
. 

.i?
 

~r
 I 

: 
, 

· 
I
)
 

',
· 

• 
I 

• 
( 

b 
~ 

. '
 '

~ 
ra 

~-
-. 

.,,
<: 

, _
. 

u 
I 

A
 

[
'
 

Q
 

... 
•j

 
·."

 
'"

 
' 

.....
 

'" 
I 
'·

 
:J 

cl
 

11
 

rv I)
 

(l
i 

I)
 

fl>
 

fl>
 

()
 

: 
I 

tl
 

(J
 

fl
, 

it
· 

:' 
rl 

(J
 

:1
 

0 
Ii

 
0 

;..
;·

1;
 

11
1 

rl
· 

11
 

P 
l-

1 

i
l
l
i
 

l\
 -...

.J
I 1

 
t11

 
:,

 
'.

~ 

;.-
; 

• 
~-

:>
' 

f11
 

-
(i

) 
·~

-J 
....

 I
-'

 
0 

c 
, •

. 
0 

~
 f

ul 
~
 g

 <:
 

;:
! 

I '
·
~
 

1 d
 

: :~
 

.
.
q
,
.
.
,
~
r
t
O
 

~
 

•v
-.

 
Ci.

> 
r:: 

,
~
,

....
. 
,
t
i
 

!:5
'P

 
' 

-u
 

U
l 

rl
 

~
I
·
 

fl>
 

JU
 

...
...

...
...

. 
f·'

· 
•v

 I
i lh

 
0 

I•
· 

..
. 

(0
 

r1
· 

I-
' 

·~
 

n,
 

0 
-;•

 
f>

I 
flY

 
:j

 
Ci

l 
Ci>

 
U

l 
r:: 

:J
' 

!J
 

(t
l

p
, 

, .
• 

(i
l 

I·
 I 

t1
 

(1
; p
, 

~~
 

14
'· 

CD
 

!J
 

Ii
 

'"
 

111 P
· 

0
' 

II
 

Ill
 

tJ 
Ii

. 
fit

 
l'
I 

lQ
 

n 
(1

) 
..

..
. 

p
, 

I ·
-' 

I-
'• rt
· 

•<
: ~
 

fl!
 

{I
) 

tq
 

·-
·

t\
 

t>
' 

0 
0 

·~
 

tfl
 

s~
 

c~
 

:1
 

I\
 

p
, 

o 
r
t 

0 
0 

fU
 

~·
/ 

:1
 

(t
l 

p
, 

rt
 

(j
J 

...
 

0
o) 

:J 
Ii

 
(l

) 
rt

 
!r

' 
I\

 
CD

 
(T

l 
'i

J 
.....

., 
,;

 
ci

· 
l-

' 
:s

· 
Il

l 
r.

f)
 

(I
) p
, 

•,
•· 

0 
p,· 

~
 

t-i
 

cl
 

=<
: 

I-
'· 

:.r
 

,..
. 

!:.I
 

rt
· 

CD
 

o
;·r

' 
(!

l 
I 1

1 
0 ~
 

rt
 

f.11
 

u
:j 

f!J
(),

 z
 

: l
' 

S\I
 

ft>
 

rl
· 

:.1 
p1

 
~>

' 
lQ

<!
 

(I
) 

..
 

i.<
: 

U
I 

ri
 

I-
' 

Iv
 
:i·

 
o 

:J 
ro 

{J
l 

()
1 

(I
J 

(L
) 

{f
l 

([
) 

~J
 

! '
 

!,l
1 

()
 

~
 

!:1
 

rl
· 

'.
~ 

1 <:
 

0 
t-\

 
I 

• 
ri

· 
(I>

 
pi

:1·
 1Q

 
~
 

fi>
 

,..
.. 

;.1
 

~~
 

n 
C\J

 
Cl>

 
:1·

 
!"1

 
:1 

(l>
ro 

rt
 

p
, 

~:
1 

·~
 

rt1 
ru

:1 
rt

· 
p

, 
c
t 

f\I
 

"'"
 

~
r
 

0 ~·
 

ft
) 

{J
l

'<
 

u·
 I

'·
 

fl•
 

:J 
ri

 
rt

 
rt

 
p1

 
!>

. 

,t-
' 

CD
... 0 

.-
..-

,...,
 

!J
 

JS
-i.

: 
,,<

: 
f-

'·
 

!J
 

rt
· 

0 

.r.
t~-

J ::>.
. 

..'\.
'ro

 
'· -H

D 
rt

 f
,l

.!
.1

::i
· 

lc
ff

i 
ro 

·11
1:1

 
,..

....,.
<:

pi
 

•v
i 

Ii
 

, 
....

 
;:i

• 
(i

) 
fl!

 
r.u 

Pl
 

Ul
 

t1
 

'"
 n

. 
r•

0 
'U

 
ri

 
'U

 
0 

:,,
· 

t!
 

I-
' 

CD
 

0 
(I.

I 
x 

P•
 

:.
: 

I·'
· 

ti
 

p.t
 

;.:
! 

I~
 

flJ
 

I(
· 

I'
· 

ft
 

:.r
 ~
 

(I
) 

W
 

CD
 

t-
' 

a 
(/) 

I<
 

O
 

:J·
 r

t 
r.: 

flJ
 

::r
 

rl
· 

<!
 

I I
 

(!
) 

(I
I ro
 

(/
) 

(1
> 

0 
!.1

 
0 

rt
 
;~
 

'd
 

p1
 

flJ
 

!J
 

I '
· ro (/
) 

Ii
i 

I 
' 

0 
fl

l 
1!

 ·
 

( ·
I 

n 
o 

;i
 

I-
'· 

o
(
l)

 
I-

' 

b
j 

I•
· 

I\
 

::1 
{L

) !.1
 

rl
· 

0 
:t

 
;:

,·
 

(I
)

.... rt
· .... (!
) 

(I
J 

I 
" 

r.!
 

!J
 
~
 

p
. 

rl
· 

CC
> 

::J
' 

q 
(L

) 

H
1 

!-
~ 

0 
()

 
t ~

 
I\

 

8
:::1

 
0 

I-
'·

0 
ti

 
!.:1

 
t-i

 
rt

· 

rt
· 

er
 

H
 

~.
]"

 
:j ct

· 
:-J

. 
!.1

 
f!

I 
I"

'· 
I!

:J 
... 

l'
l 

rt
 

::r
 c

t 
(I

) 
~
 

co
 

ro •·r
j ,.... 

Ii
 

0 
0 

(i
) 

0 
:J

 
!2

! 
:ic

.· 
ri

 

ti
 

(I
J 

I-
'· 

rI
 

tJ 
o 

ro 
fll

 
c1

· 
t~
 

H
 

p1
 

()
r.: 

()
p

, 
1-

i 
I-

'· 
'"d

 
b

' 
(!

) 
P•

 
ru 

o 
L

I­
!.1

 
t·l

1 
0 

p
. 

I-
' 

rj·
rt

 
fi>

 
I!

 
:.·T

' 
..._

,. 
0

ti
 lQ

 
p

, 
Ii

 
f\I

 
()

:::1
 

r:
 

fo 
!i

 
lQ

 
()

, 
CD

 
ru 

rt
 

rt
 

0 
rt

 
flJ

 
S1

l 
0 

CJ
 

rt
· 

rl
 

I "
 

n·
 

~J
· 

o 
0 

I-
'· 

p1
 

:;
: 

(!
) 

.
.
.
 

!:1
 

t-
'• 

N
 

fll
 

U
I 

0 
•·s

 
"1

P.
 r

t· 
fo 

~j
""

 

I '
· 

;,
..
~ 

fl
J 

· 
Ii

 
I-

'• 
CD

 

th
 

i'J
 

1-
: 

0 
I'
· 

r1
 

1
h 

1-
' 

rt
 

(t
l 

, 
••

 
p

, 
:1·

 
1-

-' 
fl!

 
({)

 
,.

...
 

n..
 t

J
 I

-·
' 

(I
J

0 
p

,
0 

r;
 

I
i 

(I
 

.....
. 

U
I 

'cJ
 

I 
'·

 
•i

 
:J 

0 tJ
 

th
 

I·
' 

Ii
 

(t
i 

()
 

~j
 

:.1 rr
 

:r
 _

. 
CD

 
-:.

. 
(D

 
17

J 
[/

l 
...

.. 
(1

­
1\

 
~l
 

ll
l 

0 
rt

· 
11

 
(0

u 
,.....

. 
I-

'· 
N

 
<!

 
!.1

 
,...

. 
fl

, 
Ul

 
I '

· 
H

 
0 

0
::j 

<!
 ro 

, •
. 

p
,

:J 
r t

 
0 

·.:
• 

Ii
 

()
 

()
, ro 

c:: 
I '

) 
:
; .... 

rt
· 

rt
 

0 
(T

l n.
 

0 0 
(I

) 

'U
 

rt
 

(
~
 

f l
 ) rt
 

~
 

(i
) 

...
...

 
(l

l 
rt­ :r

 t
J
' 

P•
 

rt
· 

(!
::r

 r
t 

I'
· 

fl.J
 

U
l 

I 
' 

I 
" 

0 

{J
I 

I 
'­

0 
c::

 

f'i
 

Ii
· 

t ·
 \
~ 

I 
J"

 

cu 
r" II

 
(:

) 
: 

i 
1-

] 
Ct

1 
r,1

 
~:

l 
~

· 
f 

I
1-c

: 
fl

) 
U

l 
~
)
 

"1
· 

~)
· 

flJ
 

::i 
0 

en 
r_;

 

~ ~
I
-
'

b
' 

l'~
p
 

(i
} 

(:
l 

I 

ro 
c 

rt
 

!:1
 

:v-
\:.)

"
I'

· 
Ii

 
()

, 
I i

 
0 

t-1
 

~
 

I'
· 

tJJ
 

<!
 

P•
 

f •
· 

(1
) 

(:
) 

:J
:i

 m
 i-T

' 
0 

I-
'• 

(IJ
 

11
1 

{J
J 

Ii
 

th
 

{lJ
 

!.-
i O
 
r
t 

~
 

!3
' 

Pl
 

0 
ci

td
 

CD
 

ci
 

ti
 

!)
"

fll
 

{\)
 

rt
 

f 
•• 

,..
.. 

0 
fH

 
!J

 
rt

pi
 

fl)
 

f-
·' 

I~
 

JU
 

I"
· 

l.
Q

 
:J 

f\I
 

~I
;

I,
 

Cl
 

!
' 

l\
 

~ 
I r• 

( 
t 

t •
1 

!U
:1·

 0
 

(i
 

Ci>
 

r~
 

rt
 

rt
 

~l
) 

'd
 

:·1·
 0

 
l 

1 
<: 

~,
· 

CD
 

rv 
t·.

 
U

l 
U

i 
(tJ

 
rt

 
~·

:1 
.. 

~)
 

(1
 

<: 
p

i 
(i

) 

ti
 ::

1 
f:!

 
0 

· 
b

' 
( t

 
(',)

 ro ;:1
 

{' 
:1 

: 
1'

 
JH

 
(t

) 
II

 
I
'·

 
()

 
: 

l 
CJ

 
(u

 
r.. :.s 

0 
11

 
0 

{t
l 

I 
I 

t: 
'L

I 
1·,1

 
U

I 
0 

Ill
 

rt
· 

rt
 

fl
l 0 ~·
 

r~
 

b
" 

l·
j

p1
 

z 
rt

 
o 

: T
' 

I 
! 

(t
) 

rt
· 

1-
-' 

(I
) 

ri
· 

~,
, 

r
t 

;;d
r1 

<:
 

._..
 z

 
~-

r 
(L

I 
(i>

 
:1

 
p.

i
r.> 

(/
I

l:l
 

r
t

'-<
 

• 

ill
 

• 
r.;

 :> ()
 

:io•
 

(t
) 

rt
 

p
, 

I ·
'·

 
0 

p_1
 

:' 
,.. 

U
l 

t-f
 

Pl
 

I-
J 

t\
 

'd
 

t)
' 

~~
 

{l
) 

tJ
' 

0 It
 

~.
l 

(L
I

0 
1-

3 
1
-
: 

:J 
(/)

 
!J

" 
f~

•·
 

<1
> 

Ci>
 

r
t 

(I
) 

::i 
Pl

 
U

l 
~>

' 
D

 
:-.s

 
m

 ;.
l 

rl
· 

p
,

~<
.f

 

fll
 

(j
) 1-;
 

(1
1 

Cl
l 

I-
'· 

:.f 
(i

) 
:J

 
(l

i 
If

 
CO

 
:1

 
...

. 
rt

· 
1._

: 
0 

(t
i 

~
 

Ii
 

(/
) 

1-
h 

Ii
 

..
..

 
0 

rt
 

lJ1
 

;:J
.)' 

: 
)J

 

:t
:~

{i)
 

!i
ll·=

t 
,J

'
1;

1:
;;

fl
 

I~
 

.. 
""

fl'·
 (

:)
rl

· 
CD

 
P•

 
'<

! 
{

ii (;
I 

t{ ,.. 
<:

 
cl

 
I"

• 
0 

ft
l 

t·1
 

ro fll
 

rl
 

U
l 

;8
 

!D
 

fl)
 

CD
 

Ul
 

(
)
 

(!
) 

ci
 

0 
:1

 
0 

r'.J
:J 

8 
(1

' 

s::
 

rt
 

0 
t-)

 
..

 
t-1

1 
ro r• ,, 

,.. 
~
,

, 

:1 
~
 

r:
 

<
! 

(L
I 

'.-
:-:

 

I 
Ii

 
I-

'•
 

l.Q :,·
 

(I
­

,..
. 

:·J
 

l'
"~

 

n 0 !:S
 

rt
· 

f'
· 

:J
 

r, 0 p_
, 

r: :-J cl
· 

I-
'· 

I-
' ::s 0 O :.s 

( 
i 

C
i 

~ 
>' 

:.r
 

ru 
ro 

( ·
. 

[ 
,

0 
( 

r~
 

: ~
 

cI
 

I 1
. 

p•
 0

 ll
 

<:
 

1-
3 

i ·
'· 

~ r
' 

:..>
' 

<D
 

(ll
 

CJ
 

d 
f>

l 
~j
 

P
, 

L
J
. 

r" 
;O

 
o 

;1
 

r~
 

1•
· 

CD
 

!'lJ
 

:J 
CJ

l 
I!

 
fl

 
CL

> 
ri

 
(~
 

I 
ti

 
I 

U1
 

:E!
 

0 
Pl

 
~
h
 

(/)
 

ri
· 

ti
! (~ :s (i
l 

ll
 

f'I ,_, 
tL

) 
~)

· 
[f

J 

ro 
ro 

rl
· 

: s
 

P
l 

CJ
 

~1
·J 

I 
h

 
t-\

 
~J
j 

I 
;,

 
fll

 
c 

rt
· 

~~
 

(L
) 

..
 

p
, 

()
 

(
l 

~J
 

rt
­

1 {
1

p1
 

::.-
i· 

0
::1 

co 
r.:

 
f:"_

, 
:j

 
'd

 
p 

tl
l 

ro
•o

 
~.
s 

0 
1

t 
Ii

 
r1

 
fl!

 
•C

l 
cl

 
rt

 
0 

:)
· 

~·
· 

:J
 

,•
. 

(
)
 

{ 1
) 

0 II
! 

I'
· 

0 

•1.
1 

f J
 

tQ
 

( :
J 

O
'I

 

: 
j 

rt
 

{J
l 

I'
· 

(
I 

: 
j 

\ 



?age 7 

~t-.:~ck ~or the seco~d ~~v . 

~ uoulc like ·.:o ·::.:i.::m·1 
:at~= ~~=ormation is -.:ha-.: .::..~ a pe~iod of about 24 to~~s 
th2 en2~" launched :9 seoa=~te arou:id attacks agai~s~ 
. , ,..f:., o IV -;.;- <,' M( ? ) · . , - d- . • • . -.:::.:= · •·r.Tn . pe::::-:.::-.e·cer aroun tne c:~. .-cy. c~ 

The United Sta-.:es ~th =~~an~ry Division 

~:::! ....!.?<.."\/:~ forces have ::ei::::orced t:~e a::ea bl!-c ::::.g::::.~:-.g 


;o~-.:i~~es in t~e town. As o~ ~his af~ernoo~, it is 

:-:y lates ·: i.:!=armatio::"l, ·i:.h2y arc s·=.=..:~ =ig~t:.:-:g in -::-..e 

-.:own i~se:f. Sine~ ye st~~dav an es-.:imatad 300 

· · , · i· - B 4'1e- -IH1,t~PI h • .._ ._:.::v2 ...Jee:i i<.:t .Lee.. an ~ ·~ \? J v1as J. ... 1 '-"' again, 

of our ai= bases, with the 98t~ Compo~nd at the 

0iv~sion Headquarters bei~g the 


a :ra.::io st.a-.:ion. the sta-::ion 
.::..s :<orea ::o::ces • 

In ?lei:<.u eler:-~ents of tte 22::d P.RV:'J Ranc:;ers 
a re in ccntac1: just (Inaudin:2). US forces are also 
~~ere. The 4th Corps -.:actica: zone: The situatio~ 
in the 4th Corps tac~ical zone is not clear, bu~ 
a se::::-ies of attacks nave been ~ade by =ire and grounc 
elemen't:s agains't: a series ot towns I know sorne o= 
::ou gem::..amen have b.een :::t sor!'!.e of them at least_-- ftft!_ 

>~y Tl:o(~, Theu Lai(?), Chu T~(?), Tru Zt(?), ~(?), 
and he names a ha~f a dozen rao=e. 

8 1€. 1\J The mos~ seriou~ situation apnears to be at 
. C..iJ./tU u()<; , ~ -::: .:. . ., 'o Lo:lg (?) and a't: ~ ...E:we-\?) p::ovince •. Enemy actions 

:-:ave been .met by ARVN react~on forces. 

~ am passing (!~audible ) o~ our river Marine 
=crce to the (Inaudible) advise= in the 4th Corps in 
c=der ~o a ssis't: in 't:~e counter attacks. 

. - . - ...;.._:i earlier su::n."':lary i:ldicates ·.:.::a't: 2-1 ai.r=:. ,,:; _c.s 
throughout ~~e country. :t is es~imated 

·.::-.e e nemy lost over 3 , JOC XIA since, in ~~e 2 4 - h ou= 

,-, ,... ·­ :.-.. o:.::.d.ays 



.:..ns-.:.~::~~ions . Militarily, th2se ~re dive::rsionary 
e:::::o:-:ts uhi:e t.he e!"lemy prepares :=or his major att:.c:: 
~n -':~e ~orther~ First:. ComDat r:iac~tic=..l Zone . 

:n other woras, 

His ~arge-c in the ai= fields is desianed ~o 
\i~a~~i~le) ~riend:y air s~pport . The enemy also 
ho~es a co~siderable psycho:ogic~l inpact both i~ 
South Viet~arn and wor!d wide . 

£.. '.: a :m::.::. i:mum he ?roba~:y ex?acts these act.:..c:-:.s 
~o n~ev2~t a ~epa~i~ion o~ ~he :as-.:. year's heavy lossas 

:_.._ ·- f,? s/ 6__ 'E (?, ·- - - ­-.:.0 ._•• ;::: -~ •I P-Og.i..c...lU 6~ri~g ~~e ~at period. .r 

<-'rft::10 Heh 

2e comes down to the f i~a: end he=e a~d 
- - ... ... ·-h o - , - i-"" ~ :"'" ~ - ':""I ..., - . h D~·zI:) - , · ~ ::;c.;. I S 1..,.... ,_,..e cn~mv .:i.rounc ._..c .;.\.,:'.1;;;5.:l.•··· a:lC -C. e ' •.'! anc. a:: 

r:-i,... ~ -:_tfflEf-J,,, m·~ .:.;. ..... .,.. .; ......., .,~ 4".' -.+.- l -+- -~ ~..:T't"'-::.·-- -~ \., _,_J. ___aJ.y _eg_o••s CC--G. a. ... - ac.'< c::. ... c:.. ••y .............:;. 

3c~.7~v-e::, the::e are no signs ~t ·the presen-:. t~~t -the 
enernv wi:l no~ a~tack i~ these a=eas within the nex~ 
24 ::ours . · Enemy planes have alr:•.:>st certai:ily br=er;. 
a.:..sru~~ed to so~e exte::t by =riendly air and artiller~ 
bo~bardmen~ in the area . 

The ~;eather in ti:e m·iZ a::ea :::as bee!"l geed . 
Gen~r~: Westnorela~d has been ab:e ~o put in abou~ 
40 a-52 sor~ies a day and on the average of about 
500 tactical air =orces in additio~ to artillery 
and. so c:l . 

The enemy a~tem?ts have thus =ar ?reduced 
~o s~g~i=~can~ mili~ary '~es~l~s a~d ~t has cos~ 
::.:.:;:n :.ea.vi:y . 

: ~-:ave alre.:.C.v me::tion.ed ·.:ne ::.osses. I:i 
.::cd.:..o::-:. -;:::-~e::e are lar.:;-e numbers o:: cc.?·..::.l:::-ed, bu~ we 

" - .~2:~ab~e figures ~ow. T~e ~a~est upca~e, re.::..:... ~y, 

~os~ o:: wha~ I ~ave said already. 
k~tv ri.! .,.., 


: ccu:d say -;:~a~ :e~ ?~i~u ( ?) 


..-.. -- - - -::::. ,_ ......, ""' I · - - · *""\ v- .......... - ;::;i &.,..:...-- .._.._; . •• •• 


--~ .. ......,
c;._~ .. ._ 

:_:: ~ -.. 8 ~ :_ :.·1. .... - • --~ v~ -o :_ ~-... · ~~~V A=-._~- _~-._2 .....~.~~ ~ -~-- -- -- - --- ... - - v ..~ \..... - 1.;;g -··•'-•• '-' ---· \,,,.··­

._..__, . ...... -.____...­ _ ...._ 

,_ ,...., __ ,._ ..... 
...... ....,,_ ~ .... 

http:me::tion.ed
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( ~~~uc~b:c ~ =ield and there a~e rr.a~y VC casua:t~es · 

as 0£ ~2 ~oon our time tod~y . 

5otU NrtuT' 
"'"' i.... '"' ~ • ' f . (? ' d D ..,. " . B.:,ct•• 1. an u~ =.:u_ ., an ·· a 1\ang ."l.ir , ases 

~2=e 0?2n fo= traffic as I left to come over here . 

SE ... 




_I.) 

. . . . . ­
~ - ·- 't,,• .•__- -­ 10~ ~~:..~k they had :..:: :ni~:a, v1na-:. ·c::e 

GEi-IE::<..::i.L WHEEL2R: 

·.- .... ...... :::. .- ... .,...
c.: ---- -"-- ·.::::.::gs in mind, --- . ::.:-:2 

. - . 
··~ ..... d::::...~·: ::o:::::ces away ::::o~ r8i:i=~=:cemG~-:s wtict 
~~s~=o::a:~~d ~as sent tc ~~2 ~o=~~ i~ o=dar to weake~ 
~is ~as;o=se -..:p there ~o tta a~t~c~which ~e has 
~~~ic~pat8d . ~ow for abou~ ~e= days, agai=s~ the Khasa=~ 

~hat is c~e objactiva. 

second cbjec~ive saa~s "i::o 
7""' =--- __ .. , ...... ':'\ • .... _._1i..4..,_, nar::;ely: 

~~~.:;?:_-/ c.:id : assu..'TI.e to t~e :l:Gs<: o-:= tl-le \V02:"ld, tha·~ tl:ey 
s·;::.:.: :1ave a considerabla cc~-..:n:..st st:ce::.-:.gtn in the 
co~=t::7 ~=a that thay ca~ bring =il~tary ac~icn to bea:: 
~;ai~s~ ~he popula~ed a r yas of the , coun~=Y· 

Thi=dly, ! ttlink it would be a si=i:ar actic=, 
s~mi~a:: o~jactive, that is. ~o shake the confidence a~ 
~~e Via~na~ese people in the abi:ity o~ ~he governrnan~ 
·.:o provide -c.hem sect:.::::-ity, eve~-: though they a:::-e withi!l 
~~aas ~eld by governmen~ and US troops . 

A significant thing about this attack is that 
:.:-.:. r::any areas, particula:::-ly ::.n Saigon, anC. c.:.t Bien ::oa, 
~he attacke=s we=e dressed in o~e of three types of 
c ~othir.g; Civilian clot~es, ~il~t:.ary, ARVN nilitary 
police uni=orms, or national ?Olice uni~orns . 

I 

Ap?arent!y, they gave ~o attention at all to 
whathe= or not they kil~e~ civi!ians~ This is a sort 
a= an unusual action fo= them because they have ?Osed ~s 
t~e protectors of the civi:ian populace. ~ppar2~tly 

~~i3 ~3 t~e e=fort to ~eest~bl~sh by terro~ a deg=ee 
o~ cc~t=ol over the popu!at:.ic~ . 

Wil: you raview =er us wher~ t:.~e 

s _-~:.? ':ic..s ar.d ·.iny it was tl:e:;e .:;.nd w:-:y :.t ·was2'1' t ar!':',ec 
~=c w~y you didn't put you= Ai= Force av~= it:. and w~y 
vo~ di~= : ~ (inaudibla) 

r ... .- --.- - -- .,.y_ ....""'-- _ ........... -~ ..: v­

- . .. . ,..... -. ...... --. ,.. .- ............._

o=ce~ ~o ~ecc;~~z~ ~~~~. - '"""......... -~-·- ........... ~-

SERVI c ' 

http:popu!at:.ic
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2 ::o:.: a~d CO!!l.O 
i·-,,v oo~--·-s ....'Itri,;..: - ......... - • 


?::.a USS PUE3LO wit:-: a c::e-..·r o:: 83 sailed from 
s~~ebo, Ja~an on 3 ~anua::y to ?atrol alo~g t~e North 
I-l:o::--2a~1. Coast i!'l the Se~- of .Jz:.?a::.. This is a co:rn.-:tu:iicatio~s 
collectio:'l vessel. ·Na't·1spaper term: "A spy ship. 11 

m~~ •io·-,-··'- ....., ..;.}.. ..... _,.. __ - ·i"""s· .,..,. .;..~.;""'lfl:. ·,-o...;,~.;.,.. 
....c; -•~ 1:- '"4C -...- .:.• .:> "-V '-••~ \...c;;..~.J '-"-..,;...~• • - - - ........--.-..-. 13 


: . ..:.~r.·=ilas o~f s~ore at all tihlas~ !·:o::th :<area clai~s 12 
::tiles territorial waters. Z~i:i-=ain radio si:,lenca except 
w'han sh.a WZl.s being observed. ~er:i.ai:i at least 500 yards:: 
a-.•!ay :t::on any Soviet ships in counter, ·Keep guns 
covered or stowed.. · I=;mploy· C.efensiva a::ms only ·.when threat 
to survival is ·obvious;. 

•. 

The ·times that·! a..~ going to ·cite are· North 
Korean. times, because this is important ~o u..~darstand.i~g 
the seque.~ce of event~, the. advent of· darkness, and therefore 
is critical to any decision to sand aircraft or other 
u..~its to protect or ~elp try to protect and support ~e 
Pu'"S:SLO • . 

,. ll.t 6: l.5 in the aiternoo:i on the 22 of January 1 

PUSELO reported -sighting two Nc::t~"l Korean ships which . 
ma.da tt·ro pass;s clo.sing to 30 yards. Parenthetically, 
I should -say she reported this cont~ct only three hours 
after the co:itact was actually made. 

: .. . 
P.t 12 o •clock noon, on -cn.e following day, ?UE:SLO 

was challenged by a . North Korean sub-c~aser who signaled. 
11 Eea-rie to or r will .open fire. 11 ?liE3LO replied, "I azn. 
i:! international waters 11 • .P.n.d hare it is noteworthy that 
the: captain did r.ot'transmit this contact u..~til, 52 
minutes after the event. 

!11 PUEBLO . 
re}?o::-ted her position as being :!.7 nau~ical r.:.iles off the 
coas~. In other words, both vessels were obviously in 
in.ta:::r.ational waters at the ::.:.:::e. 

. . I . • " - . 

~\ : \ •• ' I • •I • 

·~ I·· , ' tI l ' 

./ 
. / 



. . 
.. ... 
.. 

P=.9·..: 12 
A:t 1300 hou=z, PUEJ~O r~?crted t!:~ :·:o::-::::: ~orc~n 

~i.::.,-=:iasc.= l:.ad ba~:i ja:.!'led by t~~~:::.~ pat:cl ·boc:.-::~. T!:::::e 
\ic:'~ :.::Gs ov~rhea=.. The su~-ch~:.:c:: ba::~<ed towa.:!:'d th·; 
?C'S:3:.0 ~·;i-:.h. fa::~e.::s ~igg~d a:id z..::i a::c:rti3.:! boarding party 
.ir.. t~;..~ ~o-::·i. The ?t:E3LO tu::r..ed away -<:nd saiC. she was 
inte~~~~g to de?a=t t~e area. This report was radioed 
15 rni~u~as after the event. 

... That is a~ 1:15 • 

Here is a~o~her critical .....1..l.:t:e • 

1: 45 ~ . PUEBLO repo=ted r:wa are being b:>arded, 
initiating emergency dastruction cf classified publications 
and equipr::ant. Request help. 11 

At 2:10, PUEBLO reported, :1Eave th~ee w·oundec?. ·a."ld 
o::e :::an with leg broken ofi; have not usad waapo::s 
or lli~coverad 50 calibre ~~chine gunasi destroying 
all key lists and as much electrical equip~ent as possi.hle. 
How about some help? These guys ~e~"'l business. 11 

at 2:25, PUEBLO reported she ~ad been directed to 
co~a to all stop, and was being boarded. Other messages 
]'us~ c~--i'ed on •he c·n~~-0~ -o · ~he e&~-c- ~~at . th~ c-e~ 

. '- ~-- •· ""~- -'-"--- ~ '- .... .i. ... c .._ ...... . • ... .._ " 

of tha PUEBLO was· attempting to th=ow and was thro'l;·Ting 
various i~ems of gear over~oard, i~s p~~tir.e:nt · gear. That 
su.."'l sets - in thosa waters and those lati~udes at 5:09 · 
in the evening. It is al'so pertinent too / the twilight · 
ands at 5:34, as I recall it. 

W11y did ·we. not respond wit.'-1 a:i air effort to 

protect t h e ?UEELO? 


I:n the first pl.::.ca, the wea:::~er was bad. 6, 00.0 
- overcas-;: / sno~·r flurrie~; t!'l·=re were =io-= tw·o EIGs in t:-:.e· 
· air, there were eight. We had si:-:: F4Cs in I<o=e.a ­

http:pl.::.ca
http:e&~-c-~~at.th


.. 
... 

T~ars ware no Naval units closa enough to giv~ 
T~a Ent~::p:::.::a at tha·t time 

1-:.a'l bas:r. ·c:irr.ed arol.!rid b:::'.: c:-:s had bC:.!~n st::~i::.g so\.:.th 
frc::'. Ja,?.:;.:? in roui:a -to Via·t:::G:.r;;ase w:.:.:a::::-s and sna was 
ol..!t .~.~ effacti\ra contact =ar_ga.

--.,.:~:.... 

We have 
..... .... ,. - t . . .... ,_ . -· '.:..ne z:ac ors we::c -::n.a1.. · ·~ir~1e ~"1.a space sucn "C~e aircra~~ 


wculd have had. .tc brief··the crews, stage through _Japan, 

a-t·c.ampt to . ~ind the· PUEBLO, knowing · that·· there were 

MIGS in the · air· and J~nowing further that right here 

contiguous tp the t'lonsan _Naval· base is a ?,:!IG. fighter 

base that contains usu~lly- so:ne- 75--:-!!G ai:rc=aft. 


There is a combination of ti~a, weat-ii.e=, and 

·a~·~es- ~ha con~lusi'on c9 ~he c~-~~n~-- O" the·s~o•-c. .......... ::;; • _..._ .. .... . J. ... ...~- ........~...........<=.:. -- -- ~ ... 


was that. he could not get tl1era in tine -to inte=vane. 
~:o:::-eover, the. PUEBLO and the North Kor::a..."l vassels at t~is . 	 . . 
time w.ar.e clustered together. Had ha .been able to find 

::· PUE3LO , · had he been able to keep the MIGs off of his 
back, .had he been able- to· success-fully intervane between 

.. 	 the MIGs on the air. field only 25 milss aT..·1ay and th.e 
PUEBLO and then attempted an attack, I thi~k that the 
odds ar~·..that he would have -- if he · SU."'!...~ ·a North . 	 . 
Korean ship, he probably ·would hava sur..lc. the .PUEBLO. also. 

I 	 THZ P~S!DENT: Who is tha co:n.~;.der?. · What is 
·:

his b~ckground? 	 i 

GENER.n..L WHEELER: T~e co~ande= is Co~.nande:r 
Buc!:ler. Tr-.e Co~a:ider of the St~ Air Force is L~. Gene~al 
.McKee,· si='.~ Jl..ir Force. He h~s eztre2ely fine reputation• . 
I d.o not knm·1 hi:n \•Tell personally.. :aut I a::i assured tl'la-t 
he is a ca:::-c::ful ..~nd prudr;nt office=. It is r:..y juC.g::te:?.t 
I had this t~ing by a grou_o o= officers, Navv, Air Force- . 
and :.iari:::e fliers, and they came to -tha co:::cl.usion tha.t 
t::is effort 1.-101..!ld have been p=obably worse, could .have been 
~:orse by taki:lg action than !:iv C.oi~g ·wh;;.-t w~ did at tha.t 
ti?!:.a \-1hich ~·ias nothing 1 by r:o~ ~:-...ter,.1.aning. 

Q How could it hava b~e~'l wo=.sa? 

http:so\.:.th
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I .._i...; r 1 • t~at th3:e wcule hav3 ~a~~ ~uesti~~s a~ketl as to- "--·-····· 
~.!e . valued r."lore t:'1a liV3S c:: 23 F~eri.cc..!"ls o:: 

sc!":~ g.::a::-. Hae! t·;c s~k a No~t:: · ;{o::a~r. --.ressal in inte~r..c:..-=.ic.:-.a: 

t·:i·::·.a::s,. ! ~.:r~ sura \'1S \·iould b:= :..=-'f.~ing questio::s posed to 1.:S 
'"--::: .... .., t>.!~·.- ~,..,,...:,._.,,,, i-...,.l.;r-,,.,--7"""CY ;;•"a.· l'"'~"<>·.-+-;-t.-~'!"lg -·...,;,.: !.o.;-..-1 ,...-:: 
"'-- \.V --- -••- "- ;..J1._ ~.J'"---·• -·• -·--- '--•1--•• "-""'•-~ ........~ V­

~:i act:io~. 

Q \inaudible) 
a?::.:>::a:d:n.~taly 2 o'clock and tb.~::i you talk abou~ 
5 oiclock• ..i.. don:t quite follo·w t~is. 

GE)!ER.~.L WHEEL.ER: · The kay points are these: 

The first contact that was· made by a KOr~h Korean vessel 


. ' 
w.:.t.h th.s PtJESLO was at 12 noon Kc:ean tL-na. This contact 
apparently aid not concern the ca?tain . of the PUEBLO. 
These vessels are harassed all tha ti.!na •. 

was in the same waters in Z·!ay of ·- 1957 1 was 

harassed, I think, on half a dozen occasions. That is 

all. Tha fact that he .was not (In.audible) I think is 

indicatec bv the delay of 52 minu~es in ~aking a report. 

·Taat he had even encou..~tered a Na=th Korean ship. 


Q Ara you blamif.g .the co~~nder? 

· G:ENER..~ WHEELER: r a:n not bla.T'ili.~g the cc=nander 
bacause, . as I say, harassnrent·o:: thasa vessels is a 
nor::al thing. · 

Q De you ·have plans of advising co~.:nanders what 

to do under those circu.~sta..~ces? 


GENE:in...r, WHEELE~: The co::-.:::~C.e::s hava ver-J explicit 

instructio~s on what.to do. Of coursa in casa of danger 

he is sup~osed when he beco~as alar:ned to t:y to move 

out of the area. 


Q . Why ·~: d.idn 1 t he irr~adiat~ly notify you? 

GEI,!ER.Z!...L J'l:-iESJ:..ER: i ar:t su=e as I said he diC :io~ 


thi~k that ha had encou~tered a~ythi~g mere ~han t.~e no~al 


ha~ass!~g tactics. 


Q Ho\·1 long a tima uas· i~? I a.-:. r:ot a :r.iilita~.! 
:.:.an 1 I an a civilian. 

if I were a soldier I ~·1o~l.c t.ot:.ch-
~y co~a~der ~n case of an attack . 

... 

http:t.ot:.ch
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~':.!:':..e point I am t :::-:r.:_:::g ·co ll'.ake, si:::-, is :-~e did::. I.:.. 

·- -. - ~- , _ ...... ..!...l.&..;'i.. ::e ~·1as under -:~~eat of att~ck. He was bei~g 
-,.. '"'":1~a=asscd as these vessels c;;;._"""". 

~~E ?RESIDENT: ~he a~swe= to most of the ~uest~o~s 
~3 t~a;: you are (inaudib:e) 

I said not to ask quasticns until we finish 
~:::le~s you had some compelli:::g cont~~b~tion to make because 
: ·.:hi:-:k ~est. of them coulci be / but I think most of yo.....:r 
~ues~ions will be answered .:_~ you just listen (Inaudib:e) 

l 

GS~ER..~ WHEELER: : would like t.c go back ov2= 
::cw w:-.a...: : consider to be tr.1.a key tirr.e elements involved. 

O:::e, at 12 noon the North Korean sub-chase= 
sign~led to t~e PUEBLO "~~ave to or I will open ~ire~ 
PUEBLO m2..d.e the norma1l res?onse, 11 I am in internatier.al 
uate=s," and went about :·ds business. 

It ·was :lot ur~ti: :.380, an hou= late=, -::.::at ·.:h~s 

vesse:. was joined by three other Nor-ch Korean vessels 
and HIG a:..=craft appeared overhead. 1'.t that time, 
t::e sub-chaser began to ~ave toward PUEBLO with the obvious 
i~te~~ to board her. 

':'he ?US::BLO tu~:::ed away following the ins-.::ructior:.s 
·::hat the captain has and said, "I intend to depart the 
area." 

In other words, I deduce from this that he 
at t~at time for the =irs~ ~ime became alarmed at the 
prospec-.: of being in a situation unlike normal ha=assing 
situations. He could no-.:: get ~way from these people. 

ht 1345, he repor-.:ed ~e was being boarded. 

_::;. ot:ier words / he .aad been mar:uevering, tryi::s; 
to ge~ a'.·1ay / ge·c back out to aper:. sea. The next c=it:ica:.. 
~~~e in ~y j~~g~ent is 5:0~ in the evening, th~ce ho~rs 
la-.:e~, a?proximately, whic~ is sunset in t.hose lati"Cuaes. 
: al~eac.y ::ave :-::en-.:ionec:. ·::-.a ::ac'!:. of t::e bad weatl1e:.: . 

s 




7 
_j._ ___ :.::::;;oss:.ble ~o r2s:_::o;").a \V-:.... ~:i an:; C.eg~2e of success. 
~:-.. .::_c-:., :: -cn1i1..l( t,.;e i~i~ht r..i:v~ been ,..~!alJ:ing :..::..to a ""'2.~"'J 

ca=2~~~l~ p=epared t=ap and ~~a~ we would nave sufte=ec 
a ~ino~ uisaster. 

.-- - .. ,,_~r. ?resident, you se~~ione~ ~~3 siste= -··-::'. 
similar s~tuatio~ a ~ew days be~ora. 

o:: .-...2,, ::o:..:.g~--it. -thei~ \·.ray out of .:.. t. T:Jhy didn •~ -chat 
?~~ us o~ an a~ert? 

~-'7HEE!.ER: I said that the sis::er ~hi? o~ 
·.:.'.:-3 PU:SEI..O in ~-13.y of 2.~67. ':his is aight:. rr.or.;.ths be::o~·= 

~ad ~ s~~i~ar ex?erience on 
oc~:.sic::s in exactly ~the sa~.e ~·rat~rs. She was harasse~ 
..;--.::: no e:::Eor-c was maae ny No=t~ Ko=aans to seize 

Q : should ~hink, -c.ha thi~g ~hat dis::ur~s 
r::.s / ~~now:..r.g what happened to t.hat s~ip that •·1e we:::-en 1 t 
;::2:?areC. 1:0 move when a sir:-.i:!.ar si-::.~a'tion happened. 

I would say this: This is 
pir~cy on the high seas,to pu~ i~ pre~ty bluntlyr or 
kicnapping. of an inaiv~dua:. Ycu cau'~ have, ! believe, 
a cc~tingency plan which w1:: accoun~ or take in~o 
a~coun-.:. an illegal lawless act con.~itted by a s~all 
na-:::..o::. on t!:e far S:!.de o:: tr.a ·wo::-ld. 

Q He can 1 t permi'.: That is why we are 
i~ a bad si~uation rignt now. 

THE ?RSSIDENT: r:: we coulC., ::!: woulc like to ?·..:·.: 
C'"' .::;~i3::ly ar.d then ead: one ::an ask c;.::iy qt:estions you war:-.:.. 

have each ona cf -c.hese men ~o cove= 
f ~.-a SCJac:.::.:..c phase o:: : t.l-.. ink 1::.: :;,ay cov2::: sc::-.e o:E--- . 

~ha thi~gs -.:.~at each one of you have asked about as 
ycu go al.ong ... 
said by sayi~; he has presen-.:.ed ~o me ~nd ~he Sect:ri~y 
Cc~~ci! a s~~~ernent a:Eter exa~in~~g al: t~a-.:. took place 

- . 
c....: .:::....;::.~::: =--c~ 

r 
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. ,. ­
#I - .,.._ ..... ,'COl.:.l~ hz:.~r~ baen more= ··~-···- ~-

I •:.;ant to ask Secretc..::y l·'IcXa::tara to eY.plain '.i':i.v 

•.:i:e· shi:? ~·.7C:.3 thera, wl1y it: '::as not escorted and any ot~a= 
?Oi::t :1:.;: :.1ay want to co:r.:::2nt on. • 

G~::tle~~~, the Preside~t 
-:..:'l:-:.o~~-=aC t:.... ~-~ ! '11C.3 to lec!lvc ~:.~"'.=.: Du:_:,:..:.: ·~::.=.::-t in Fa!:l=u.art. 
-:"' ..:. ........ . .;.. ;ic;-~!::a,,~ ~.1·,... ci;.:.:~o"":-,.:1 .;.t:: 'h-:. Y.T,- .. ,~,..-: ;""~ ••,.;;-:.; .... g .i..o __ ,,,.e 

- J ......... '- c.:.-·'"""""' ---· ---· _ ...............o;::; '''-'""'-""' • ..,_ ~ -----· ... ···'"-•"' 


t~a s!-1L:·;: tor,1orrow for sor:-.a t:..""lacco-.;.-it.;:.::.le . reason. Ee 
-.:.::.•

diC.:: ···t f i::id t:i.1at agreeable. 

It was thez:-.e for bna very clear ?U=?CSe. We ne!=d 
the in::or:nation that it can gat. · There is rio other ·way 
to gat it. Our security depends on . it. ~tis absol~tely 

. impossible for us to penetrate ·close societies today. · 

I personally was responsible fo~.efforts to t=v to 
penet::=ata two of these. 1; lost 50 agents in one case 
and llO i~ another. There is no way to· obta;n this 

thz.n b 

.; ....get -'-· 
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9 \·l~ have no othe= •,7z.y of obt.e:.:.~i::; info:.--::tatio:: 
c~ ?Ot~~~ial ens~ies' inte~tio~s, =arc~ capabilities, 
't.2.CtiC;S z..::.~C S°i:=ategy I o·~h,e:: t::.an !;)y USi~g VeS.SelS 
such as this kind. 

';..;e r£ave fivS of ".:~es~ ir. Jchis 2z.r~icul~= CO:lfigu=a-=icna 
6:?.;r.;:.tir:g a=-0~"1.d -=ne wo=ld. toC.~y.. We opa::ate lit;;::ally 
thous~~ds of air fligr.t infor=.~ti~n a~c~ y2a~ fa= the 
sa~~ ~u=?osa. The Soviets have these 
"'~"3-co1 - O"""~ra.a...;...,g -.,..............,d M!.,!!l T.·o-- ,:; 0 ''"'"' o..;:. +.~t::!~ .::o­v-::.----=> f:''W '--·• C4•\JW..• '-••'"" . 'II •-""'• ·•- .._ -••""'•'"1 - .-. 
exa~?le, was within stone's ~!l::ow of t:ie ·Pres.idan"t's 
buns:a.lo·w at Gua.-n. We can picl< up any .one of these* 
They are all. u.:..excorted fo:: exactly· the s~a. ·reasons 
that ours are UJ."1escorted. To do otherwise ·would be 
prevocative. We would run the risk of co::rpro!':lising _ 

· the mission. We would ruzi ·the risk of · frequent fire 
. , .:i ••• 1 ·1·. , ,_.f ig~ts a.n~ po~en~~a mi i~ary .esca_a~ion. 

It was our opinion before this ship '\·Tent on tha 
mission. it should not be escorted. It re~ains my opinio~ 
todav it should not be esco=tea. ~ shou:i tell vou ~hat- . 
missions such. as this are not pri~arily the . responsibility 
of tha local commanders. Thev ar~ initiated bv ~he local. . ­
corr.mander ·and · by intelligence operators around the ~·:orlC. 
but each one of these is ap?roved at high level in 
Washingto!'l. I personally · assu.~a ny responsibi1ity for 
this particular ship being ·whe=e it, ·was u:::esco:=ted ss it 
JVaS~ 

The com.."'TI.anders instructic~s: They ·were to 
carry out his missiqn. They we::e to ba fi.::ra in harass::.ent, 
under harassnent, as the P=csiC.e~-= a::d Ge:leral Wheelar 
mentioned, had 
been ha=-assed savan ti!:tes C.~ring 1967 under exactly 
simi],.ar circu..-nstanc~s nd to an r.l~r this gantleman 1 s---- qt:.estio~, 
..:..·-e "l.. ,...c··-.--·-a.... ces o..c ·1e-e ;:n.: 1a,.. '- "-he...... ::>·u·'::"::'; O · ~·.:. - - \.L.9...:.~ '-. ~- -:- • - ... ..;.. -·' -=-- - :.... '--•. : .-.6-'~ 
up to a po~n~. ~otning hap?::le~ to Tna~, 

of cou:i:se, is \·:hat the PUE3LO co::'...-:.a:lcier thought would 
hap?en to him; nothi~g. 

We have literally thc·..:.~.=:.::C.s c::: ·t::e~~ 
incidents e ....1ery year. Ai=crz:.it . c:.:r:.~ shi:?s. ~ 
1..:a.s s~rrou~ded by ll hos-=il.s ·-'~zsals '5or two .::;.:;.d. a ~;;.l::: 

!:ot::c.s. 'I'L:ay evar..'!:ually brok.e c;;:~ c.n~ we:::.t o:i tl:~ir •..1ay. 
This is p~rt of tha ga..ue. 

http:Ai=crz:.it
http:simi],.ar


.. 


P.;:.ga 19 

.:.o 
.. 	 . . . .nis :::.gr~-.:s. 

to u~ !la ~:z:.s 

This co!n.'Llandar ·was on the high se,as. He was 

experienci:::.g circuosta...1ces that ·his fellow commanders 

ax-oerianced thousands of ti:r.es. In our op.inion with 

hindsight he acted prc?arly. Perhaps· he should have 

notiri~d us 52 ninutes earlier. If . he .had r · don't know 

r.ow we would have u~ed the 52· minutes. I think it is 

so~ething we should think about for the future. 


In any evant., his first objective \*las ta ::iain-tain 
his rights. The second objactive, when he \·1as boarded, 

was to save and avoid com?romise of his clas~ifiad 


materials. He ·did that at the risk of his life. 


It appears he was ·'WO'.lndad. i:i .the p=ocess. Cer~air•.ly 
.so::-;a of his me:i. were wo~;.ded. T~1ay ware continuing 

/	 to destroy these materia.l.s appare:ltl.y hours a:fter they 
had been captured. They locked t~enselves into t.~e 
co:mp~rtme:nts. They went about their dest;:uction. as they 
were·· instr..icted to do. · 

I see no basis to= c=it!cizi~g the..~. 


didn't they react? 


G::neral Wheeler stL-:-c:!a:cized t!:.at for you. W'e had. 
fc::ces :.n Ja:=>an. We had forces in C2~inawa. i·re are not 
p~c?arect however, we don•t h~ve co:i.t~n;e~cy ~~ans to 
react to e7ery case of piracy on tha high seas. Neither 
do t~~ Soviets. It is irepcssibl e fc= us to do so unless 
ycu want to increase the Da:fens~ Departr:::?nt Bud.get by per~a9s 
is to ~ o perce~t. 

C l'!_.; o_-_;-$ !:! .,_.,,,. T?.; se i',., ... -...,,,,. ; - ]0 
_ -:>-···s _1_.._ __ .,,..., _ 'T''°'o i ~.. ---- ,,... ............_... :......~.-· .....-· .... 


gu.a=tar:;;.acking i:i which th.e::r !:ia2..i.ave it is t:nwi.se to react 
i n circu.~sta:i.ce.s suct1 as t c:.s. W~v? Baca.use yci.:. £irst 

http:t:nwi.se


~-
..... "",.".j - ~-. . ..v . . - , . - , ...... -- .,. hours, 
~~~s, ~~ :~as~ hours to de~er~i~e 

·-'h ~ 
~~-:y first reaction. -c.c ....... 


~~3 Soviets had co~~ :~e :'"lad bc=er~ fol:::.c·:-1.:.:.:; 
Sov!c~ su~~a~i~es and Soviet ~av~: cra~t in ...c!i.e :~:ed.i ~e::::=::.:::...::.:: 

~o= d~js ~~ring the Arab-:s=alai crisis. 

There was n o ot~ar reasonable expl.:.~~~icn . 

:::1ank God ou::- corr~ar:~ers G.iC.~; t ::-3ac·~ agains·c. 
~na Sov~e~ vessels. 

reac-;::_c~-: -::;z.:..s t.o cneck "!:.h~ lcca·.:io:: at the ti~~~ . I-:. 

soon bc~ane clear it was Soviet action . r~:y ne~{-= tNas 


wny not? Who e.l.se wo::...l.cr :lave done it.? 

T:;..:.:ik God we d.idn • -:. reac·;: agai::lst th0 Egypi:ia::.s . 
~i: ulti~.:.~ely turned out it had neen an Isralei at~ack . 

~s _ say, i~ ~akes literal~y days ~n ~any casas 
a~~ ~er~ai~~Y hours to deter=ine wnat happened . ~e aidn't 
k~cw wh.:.~ happened in this instance . We :r:i.ay. not ::r.ow 
all of the =acts tocay . 

T~e second point is that we were facing an a~= 
T~e North ~o=~ans - ­

i -c .:.s a st::cng air .::orce. We l-.ad. ample strer..g-ch ::or ou:: 
norrc:.al pur:;?oses, Japa::i., o:<i~2wa, ?.o::ec:. and else·w:;ere . 
We d~d~'t ~ave strengths to walk into 500 airc=aft . Koreover, 
we X.:lO'.: ;:hat. t.!"l.cse aircraft are on alert and in "this 
pa=~~c~la~ inst~nce it turnec ou;: that altho~gh the coTUD.ace= 
=e?orted ~wo MIG's over the ship , tnere were eight airbo=ne 
at ~~e ti~e . There were 75 more on the ground 25 miles 
away. 

___.._.~.;;;.:;. ......-..-c. :::,.-..-~ ,.::;:::-adar syst:em ~!'.a:: 

eve-:::;/ -~i::'.c our airc~aft ca.~e \'1:!. t.ni!"l =ar-.ge of ·t:I:9i~ raC.a::-. 
T!:e 5·:.:~ ~-~!.::Force CcrraLander, Genera::. ~·1cKea, ex~::iinad 

the s~~~.:.t~cn~ ~oved aircraft into the area, ~i=s~ I ~~~~~ 

lea.::~d -.:c,~ ;a::c. ser.dir.g them in"to c.:::·cac!~ / and t:ien dec::..ded 
aga~~s~ ~~. ~he chiefs, again l~nday-morn!~g quartar~acki~g, 
~ad dc~e=~ined ~e was wise . : ~~::? sup?o=t ~~2~ viaw. 

?::--2.s:.~(';:i::_, - .:::::.:_c... ... :..:.: :.7'ot:. ~·.'is:_, s:.::::-..:::.;;.:::.za 
-~ ~- -· · ..: :::-.:. .:: :: :.. ,.7 so::ia c= -:::-~c :-:::.. .:..:.·~~:::! ac..=:.c:. s \ ·1e .:ave co::.si~~::-c.:. 

.. . . . 
~o ~~~s s~~ua~~o=~ 
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M"-:.e -· •fall into .:. ... ::irst: 

That is cur c~~activa. 

...... _.:::~ ---- ... "·..... ·~...:,~...... ............ EOi•l to d.o it? 

·:.::at c~:tcgo:::y. We know of no W2-Y to ::::~e t=:.esa :nen. !:l:r :..ili'!:a:::::r 


that poli~ical d~ci6~ of ~~e .Nc:th 

Koraans to f ~ea the~. I will cover those i::. a':::o::lent. 

The third category o::: actions .:;re those that. ·we 

·would use in the event thay would .decici.e not to frea the:=. 

We would use these to penalize tn~-n. 


W~"lat are these actio:is? we di.d_ hava the~-u~ 
I 

. there. It is the sister ship. It is in t=:.ose waters. · . 
. . 

!t could be raoved in a ~atter of hours. We have tra"n.en C.ous 
forces thc:?:"e. This likely would lead ·to a fire fight • 

.. :.; ~.:.. 

T~e result is · · "· 'difficult •to predict. · You can 

cake your own judge.cent of whether this would be wise. 


The second actio:i ·would be to p~:::. salvaga ships 

on the spot. Allegedly fo= the p~rpose .of recovering the 

documents and the classified equipment thrown. overboard. 

?hese, to~,w?uld have to be esco=ted. They would ba . 

within ranga of the Komar~ class patrol .boats in . . ·· 

Wonsan Harbor, boats very effe~tive against surface ships 

at ~hat range, of co~rse within ra.~ga of the 75 !<!IG's • 


.. 
Undoubtedly, there would b~ a fi=e fight here • 

.?-.gain you can draw your own conclusio:is a~ to what 'i.-iould 
resu"it. We could mine ·tha area. "!'his could ba done wi-th 
rel°atively £ew ·sorties alt!'lough the Ci .:::lai.:dible ) ·would 
prc~oseto · take out the air field and eefanses in the a=ea 

The obvious action is to seize a ~orth Aorean 

v~ssel. A raci p=ocal ac~. 


e.r:..y. It i s a slight exagarat~on but not Tha r a are 


http:tra"n.en


?aga ~2 . ­- _, 
_...... ·--­
\,.; - '-- -• 

.:.. ·..: ·~~:.._ ?::esent time . ~·~~ co~..:.d ~:)ick ~!? a £:.siJ.:.:-~g j~r~:.:. 

_'.:, c~c ,:;o o:: cou::-se would ~equi::= a. ~7avc:.l :.:orca w:. t~:.:-. ··'- ,.. 
~:~a o~ ~c~iv~~y, the mission , ?o!mar c:~ss boats a~~ 
.... 3=a:-.s...;s. ;;e could pt~:c: :.~ c;. s~o=~11:t.ee::. c..:"ld ;:,!oc;-cc.ge. 
'.~:= wo::_C. .:..::.1.-::eC.iately be con::::o.::l-::i::g the Soviets . 

~3a~~~~r~e=s, division head~~ar~e=s -- believe the ~a~=s~ 
-~te~:iqe~ce available ~o U3 on a:: of the defenses ~~~~u~~~:~) 

~~~ valuable targets of Norht xo=aa • 

·.:c ::io : should ~ell you .ma::. you :_Jer::Q.ps already :::iow 
·-·-; - ·­---c... - this event ordered a ree~~orc2-

~en~ of our =areas there . 

: do:1.'t think wa sho~le talk of this publicl7 ~~~ 
\·:an·;: you to know we are movi:1.g about 361 ai:::-:::raft 

-·-OS'C of ·.:.;:em ara there at ·.:he present time . 'l'~e . 
=~terrr~se is on station . T~2ra is a second attack 
o -- s"tc:-.:io:-. as well (inaudible) • 

~here are 15 or 15 destrcyars there, none of ~~esG 
:,Javal era::-:. or ai:rc:::-aft have been sent ·che=e away fro::: 
Vistna.:."!'.. The:re .has been no ::-ed"L::c-::.ion i:l our forces the::e. 
~o reduction in our forces in Wes~ern Europe . 

: think this is a tast ~o the point that we a=a 
~-~o-; overs":.:::-etched or overaxtended worldwide . At the ·.:.:...-::e 
th~s h~ppened (Inaudible) fo~ irr~ed~ate deplo yment . ­
.:as froill those t!lat we de9loyed so:ne 300 . 

T~e P=esida~t also called U? Reserve =orces ~~ 
~here is a catalogue of additional nilitary 

::-2c;,c-cior.s from which we can choose an a?propriate one i:: --~c.••'"-' 

\·1:-.e:l ·che c~rcu:""r1stances make t.hat dasirab~e . 

THE ?RESIDE~T: Back to::owi~g ~he . Bay o= ?ig3 
.. . . ­
.__..,-4C..,.,~ 

--·~-\,,,.4-·· ..... , ?re~id~nt Kennedy s-~ ~D a Foreign I~~ellige~~a 

r 
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:..cvis~::-:_,• Boa.re. and D.::. Ki2.l.:.z..n ·.1as the head of it . ___ ,~ 1 , =~=. ci.:..:.:forC. was a mern.ber. When D=. Kill!an became 
?::-cs!d2nt Xenr:edy asked Mr. Cli==ord to beco~e its chai:::::ta~. 

Ge~cral ~aylor is also a membe.:: of that Board th~t serves 
·c.;,~ ?::.;;siC:ent. 

I ' ·:ould. ask !·1r . ci.::..:::::o:::~ to sp'3ak to you very 
n~.:.a=2.y on the subject of !n~ell!gence . So I ~hiLk i~ 

·.:.i.:..l g:. ve you a l.i t-:::2.e bad~g=ou::d of. so:ne of our 
opcra~~o~s in that fie~d. 

K'q,.. CLI?FORD: 

onG ::a.cet of this broad and complex p::ob:.8~. When the 
:.~=~d2n~ fi::st occur=ad, the major reaction of the 
.~_,:e:::-ic.::n people was o:i.e of i:-.dign~-=:.on. r:;:·hen I believe 
as they ~egen to think it ever, the question began to arise 1 

as avidenced in the mail tt.a·t the Whi-ce House is receiving 
a:id possibly some of the rr.ail that you are receiving, 
why did we have a ship the:!:"e? Why was it r:ecessary? 

Was it not provoc~-.:l.Ve -.:o hava a vessel that 
c~ose ~o a country like No=th Xo=ea? Also, from time 
tc t~~e, the fu~erican ?eople asked the question, why is 
it necessary that we engage :.n -chis 'activity? Why must 
we have a spie ship? !s this no~ an undignified 
posture £or a democracy and ~s there' no~ some element of a 
progr~r.1 associated wi't.h spy.:£.:.1.g upon some other nation? 
7he answer to that question ~~ that we cannot endure 
as a nation under present ci=cumstances existing .in the ­
wor!d without having the in~orr.latipn that the Presiden~ 
must have to make hie deci~ns . 

Two quick illust=ations: After the Bay of Pigs 
inc:.den~, PrGsident Kannedy cal:2d his gro~p together 
ar:C:. forr:-.ed the Intelligence Boa:::d. Ee said, "I made 
a ~ad decision. The reaso~ ~ made a bad decision 
-.;·;as tnat ny infol.--mation was ?OOr and the reason the 
i~~or=ation was poor was our i~tell.igence was misera~la." 

~he::-e we becar.-.e involved in what we all woul.::. :::ow 
k~o~ . was a~ exceedingly ser~~~s mater and could have ~aco~a 
eve~ ~o::-e so. 

http:forr:-.ed
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_:;, 
0:1 the othe= hc:.r:d., t:t.e::-a was the raverse cf 

t~-:z:.-:. si·cuaticn not nuc~'"l :!'..0::2 tha:i. a ye.ar later. !n 

O=:tc::..::r of· 1962, you w:.11 =·~call t~1e cu::.an conf::-cntati.o:: 

at , ..;aich time wa lear~eC. th::c-:.igh i:~·::~l.2.ig~!lce that the Soviats 

h~d p~t offensiv~ missiles in~o c~~a. 


Had wa not' k.!'!.O~·m ·::.:-:.==:.t, ·.:hose :-."..issiles would hav.;; 
• 1 ~ . , r:• ~ . . -"" . ~., . . ..=aan p_accc. -c..~ere. J.."'1.ey. ~-.t~=~ c:.i=~cteel a~ ..n~ maJc~ ·ci-t:.a~ 

in tl:.e U::.it.ad Stat~s. That conditio::! could ha~.Te axistad. :·ic cou.ld 
i:ave ~ean · ·· · under some t~eat at that ti.me that wo~ld l7.z;.ve 


b=an. unanswerable had \·Ta not known ·in advanca that those 

missil;s had been placed there. 


·The reas·on why this is· ne6.essarv under these 

circ~~stances, President Johnsen refe==ed to i~ very 

briefly.. Let ma repeat it. 


In. +966, there were so~~ 57 or 58 .forays 

. by t:"le North Kore.ans over t!:.e border into South Korea. 

ThCJ.t uas construed to be a ma:iageable m..:.."!tber. In 1967, 


·only one year later, that increased to over 500 forays by 

North Koreans over the border into South Korea;. This often 

is tiilied as a prelude to soma~hing that could be very serious 

and momentous from the standpoint c.f the threat direc:ted 

at the United States. 


The President o~ the United States has to know 

what is taking place in North Korea. Is 1:here going to ba 

a formatio~ of forces there that might lead to some 

invation? w~ have almost oO I uoo troo-os in Sout_h Korea. 

Those man have to .be infornad; Those co::-.manC.ers have to 

know what is ta.King place across the ci;emi.L.ita=ized zone. 


The o.l.d. form o:.t; intellige:ice obtainir-g was done by 
;· agents. Secretary .McN~-nara referred briefly to that. . In 
these latter years / in which ·we are cealing wi._th total·itaria:i 
powers, the us.e .of t~e individua.L agen-:s is now 

http:l7.z;.ve
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T~are wiLL be a ha~~ ~ntell~q~~~~ officer in a 
to~n, a~d he will have cn~a: hi~ p=cci~ct workers, 
.:J:ock \·.1orka~s, and even l:ot:se ~·r:>::-kers a::d any r4e-r.-1 indivi~....:.a..:. 

~~+-o ... :..,,,,'!- ,..orn~1•··.,;-1-,. · .;c: ;.,,..""":.~c.·;::teiy k""o··1n 
-·· - '-"••'"""' - ...... ··- ····- '-,.! -- --·-··- --- - ...... 'a; • 

a::j t·;a az-e not able to ka~? •-:.:.~=t there. · 

That means· wa raust ~.::.:.=::i if we ~.:·. to hc.va t!:e 
~~fornat~on that is absolut~ly· ~~cassacy ~o ~odern 
e~ectronic means. ·.. 

This ship is vary val:.:.a~le to us off of the ccas~ 
of North -Korea. 

/ 

So let me close on th~ ~ote o= say~ng that this is 
absolutely necessary for us. Wa cannot ae defensive a~out 
it. We ' cannot apologize about :it. Wa have to nave an 
intalligenca co~i:nunity. We have to have the very best kir.d 
of inforr:i.ation. 

Somati~es there hava baa~ those who have attacked 
our intelligence activity, . the c:A anc ot~ers. Let ·me say 
to you a.:ter years of wor;..,ing ·with these groups, these are 
dedicated nen ·in one of the maa.~est, cr~elest, most 
c~ngero~s kinds of games there is. 

~ometine ago, just a ~uick d~~.z.tic illust=atio~, 
a ~fag~nt; went bad. Ee defecta·c.·. So:r.9 of our best 
a ,..,,,.._-"--= T • ..-.-,,.:...r-.; ........ ,.,e pe.,..1·0..:i o.c r.o~-;..- +-h-+- -=o~lo•·ed "T-n'a,.._. i-~~::.'::! ..... 1..... • - '-"•-·• '-• • - .... ..... J.. -·· ......... .:. .....c;;.- .;.. ..&.. ti - __:;:
·. 
just disappearear never heard 0£ agair.. 

t•il:.en you t hink a:!Jo:it wl:a-:: t hose ::-.e:'l went t h:::-ci.:g'.:l. 
ba::o.::-e they finally got thca val.-y end, it na;-:es you wo:iciar 
about the dedication that th2sa =en hava. I say it na~es 

http:t�il:.en
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\., ~c=~ difficult when C- -~-----:'..;~ w.. '-'= certai~ 
ar.sas o:: .hos~ility and public c~i tic:.z::-. t:i.c:t t~ey de .. 

any cover. 

You c~r.not aa.:om9ar..y th~se inteligenca ships with 
Naval va.ssels and air cover. !z: tZie firs~ place, they lose 
thei= value. You canr.ot ~end an ~~'illada in close to 
North Korea and expect this ship to do its job• 

. . It will be concluded 
very provoca~iva ac~. 

:rf you send cover in over these ships, in o~der 
to !mai::ltai~ that cover•, you are goinq to violate Korean 
airspace~ .i ,You can't do t~at. W~"lat we do is take a 
cal'.culate4 ' r1s::-C wher.. we send t~ese ships out. We have 
been doinq it for years, and t:iis is the first tir.ie it 
has he;;:>pened. It happened withou:t war:'li::.g.. . Perhaps 
we -learned sane lessons fron ·it. 

I beseech your sup:;?o::t for ou:: continu~d . ·wor!~ 
in the intelligence fiald. Fro:::i. tL-:e to ti.i.ua, ·when criticis:=:. 
arises, I wou:i..d hope "that yo~ wculd seek to get. the .facts /.,,. 
so you could learn what is Dehind thes~ various 
incidents that take place. 

We must stay behind t~esa men. They deserve the 
best support that we can give ~cc~~ 

Tha:q.k you. 
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THE PRESIDENT: Prom time to time, since I 
have been President, I have called upon some senior 
citizens of thiR country who have served in office 
of Secretary of State and Secretary of Defense, 
Chairmen of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and adviaors 
to the Presidents and ao forth, Ambassadors. 

Ane of these men is General Maxwell Taylor. 
He is now a member of the President's Intalliqence 
Board. t have had him since this incident happened, 
reviewing it, discussinq it, qoin9 over it with 
former Undersecretary Ball, some Admirals and Generals, 
and diplomatic people, to see what we can learn, to 
see what mistakes we made if any: to see what might 
have been done1 what could have been done that wasn't 
done. 

I want ~eneral Taylor to speak to you for a 
moment or two. 

GENERAL TAYLOR: Mr. President, Ladies and 
Gentlemenr 

I would only give you my overall impressions 
drawn out of the discussions and studies which I joined 
in in the last five days. 

I must say the evidence now is reasonably 
complete on what took place. There are still some 
9aps in it, some gaps that will never be entirely 
filled until we get our crew and captain back. 

But it seems to me in spite of the complexities 
which we have been discussing toniqht, several conclueiona 
come through loud and clear. 

The first is that if indeed this ship had to be 
dispatched into the area, in other words, if the mission 
was justified, in my mind there is no question about 
its justification, then indeed we were subjectin9 it to 
a risk that had be be run, and a risk that could 
result in the cap~~re if indeed North Korea decided they 
would hijack this ship on the hiqh seas and take the 
consequences. This h8d never happened before. It happened 
this time. 
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Aqain, in reviewinq the evidence, I know of 
no military way that we could have protected this ship, 
allow it to accomplish its mission and avoid this hi~acking 
from taking place once that decision had been made 
in the North. 

Havin9 accepted that hard, rather grim fact, 
and we have sustained a rather serious loaa in the 
equipment which has gone into the hands of the enemy, 
83 of our citizens are in the hands of the enemy. 

How should we behave? 

Aqain, it seems to me fairly clear we should 
be quided with cold-blodded consideration of what our 
national interests are. We can't afford to get mad. 
we can't afford to loose our national temper. 

We have to decide what la the course of action 
best suited to serve our national interest. 

I will juat make three or pos1ibly four points. 
First, at this juncture, we should do nothin9 that will 

Beter or make more difficult the return of our citizens, 
the BJ men in the North. Maybe they will come back 
quickly. ~ -. u tr41t:ira.t~ 

Maybe not, I am not •ure. 9ut beyond the 
con•ideration of the safety of our seamen, hare are 
three points I think we have to bear in mind and adjust 
our conduct in accordance with them. 

The first is that we should view this in the 
pattern of events takinq place in the Far Eaet. I have 
the feeling, I think, many of you may share it, we are 
approachinq a climatic point in South Vietnam. There 
la certainly a relation•hip between many events we are 
seeing taking place outside of the confine1 of South 
Vietnam. 

I feel deeply that this PUEBLO incident is 
linked to South Vietnam. An attempt to divert our 
attentions to create problems for us here at home in 
the United States and certainly to create problems for 
our South ~orean• and relation• with the South ~oreans. 
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I would say that we must settle this in consideration 
of these points. 

First, we cannot afford in the national interest 
to open another military front in Rorea. We don't 
need any more military fronts. 

Second, we must keep toqether with our South 
~orean allies, they are the most valuable people we 
have tn the Far East. They are 9iving ua some 60,000 
f iqhtinq men in South Vietnam. They are undertaking 
to send more down, and those men certainly must follow. 

Then, finally, on the home front, we must 
not let this be another deciaive factor to add to the 
joys of our enemiea in foreiqn capitals, particularly 
Hanoi. Certainly as Jrc tqnq time student of the Vietnamese 
situation, I am convinced that this situation in Asia 
is qoing to be settled here at home. 

If we let the PUEBLO be one more way of 
splitting the American people and encoura9in9 our enemies 
indeed we are playing into their hands and inflictinq 
a self-inflicted wound. 

Thank you. 

THE PRESIDENT: I want to ask the Director of 
the CIA, Mr. Helms, to cover the matter briefly with 
you and show the pictures of some of the Soviet ships 
and eo forth. 

MR. HELMSs I simply want to abow these photo­
graphs of Soviet trawlers which include (inaudible) 
the kind of mission the PUEBLO has. 

The first four or five of theae were taken 
of thia Soviet trawler called the Arvin oft the 
coast of the Northern part of California. 

Despite the fact that the shore line seems 
very close, the Arvin is at least out beyond the three­
mila limit. As you gentlemen know, we only olaim three 
miles for our side where the other claims 12. 
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You will see from the (inaudible) how close 
into the coast they come. Let us drop these down. They 
all show the same ship in this case. 

This photograph here of another ship operating 
this time in the Southern part of California down off 
Tabini(?) Island. 

This one here (inaudible) off the coast of 
Charleston, South Carolina. There are lots more photo­
graphs of this kind which can be produced. This is 
generally what they are up to. 

As was said earlier, when the President was 
in Guam he got up in the morninq and could see the 
trawler out at sea there listening to all the other 
nations. 

There were no escorts of any kind. These ships 
sail around. The one following the Enterprise and the 
Task Force now, you may have seen the photograph in the 
paper the other day the the Japanese took. There is 
no question it is a trawler.there. 

Q Did we have a method of jamminq them? 

MR. HELMS~ They listen. You couldn't jam 
everythinq. It is not physically possible. Astronomically 
expensive, we could hardly do it. Jamming takes place 
in radio communications in the Soviet Union, for example, 
they jam our broadcasts. It costs them really a rather 
fantastic amount to do this. It is very much of an 
expense. 

There is only one other thing I want to say, 
Mr. President. That after the PUEBLO was taken, 
obviously a very serious question as to what the North 
Roreans were up to. As you know, deceiv•ng (Inaudible) 
disruption they are trying to cause by the diversion of 
this large battle in Vietnam, I want to say the President 
made a very courageous decision immediately after the 
PUEBLO wae taken and permitted us to ascertain whether 
the North Koreans were indeed in the state of war-like 
readiness or not. 

We established beyond any question of a doubt 
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they are certainly on a high alert (inaudible). They dbui~unly 
don't intend to make a major attack over the demilitarized 
zone. I thouqht that miqht reaa•ure you tonlqht. 

THE PRESIDENT: Our military men are with thia 
matter every moemnt. They are explorinq all possible 
alternatives. While we are dolnq that, we are ualnq 
every means at our diaposal with friends and some people 
not ao triendly to try to find some way to qet these men 
released. 

I am qoinq to aak the final speaker, Secretary 
Rusk, to tell you what we are doinq throuqh diplomatic 
means, what our plans are, what our expectations are, what 
our hopes are. Then I will make a brief statement 
to conclude the meetinq and we will take your queations. 

SECRETARY RUSKt Mr. Preaidant, I ehould be 
very brief. 

My present mission in this ~orean matter ia to 
get the ship and men baok by diploma~tca• quickly as 
possible. 

I would like to point out if we are going 
to get the men and ahip back, it can only be done by 
diplomacy. 

When you move into a military chapter you 
more or less write off the men and ship. Therefore, 
we would like very much to 9et these men back if possible. 

When th@ incidnet first occurred, we immediately 
dispatched a meaaaqe to the Soviet Union. It vent 
out within two hours of the f irat report of thia incident 
that we had here in Wea~liqton. We have continued to follow 
up on that because we think the Soviet Onion has the 
principal influence in North Korea and becauae the 
Soviet Union has a considerable stake in the principals 
that are involved in thia situation. 

That is the f reedome of ~he seas and the freedom 

of international waters. 


It should be noted that thia •hip was in 

international waters. It was where it had a riqbt to 
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· be and it had a right to be enqaqed in what it was doinq. 

It was not interfering in any way with what 
North Korea was doing. It was there listening and had 
a right to be there listening. Even if it were not 
in international waters, even it it were in national waters, 
under the law of the sea, Convention of 1958, Article 
23, the coastal nation has the right to require it to leave. 
It does not have the riqht to seize it. 

So that it is a very firmly established principle 

of international law and practice that naval veseels, 

warships, are clothed with soveml.qn immunity. 


So on any theory of the case, we have a right 

to have this ship relea~ed at the earliest possible moment. 

we have pressed that very hard with the soviets. It is 

the principle in whioh they have a considerable stake. 


We know theytre in touch with the North 

Koreans. If they are in touch sufficiently, we would 

be qettin9 our ehip and men back riqht near. 


But we know that they are seriously involved 

in this matter with the North Koreans. 


Secondly, we are usinq the United Nations 

military armistice machinery whieh wa& ea~ahlished at 

the end of the ~orean war. It just happens that within 

24 hours of the time of thie incident we had already 

scheduled a meetinq of that commission in order to take 

up with the North Roreans this rapidly increasing rate 

of infiltration by North Korea into the South. So that 

when we, in fact, met on this pre-determined occasion, 

we then took up the PUEBLO case along with the 

infiltration. 


I would1' {11\,lPpose that this machinery is the most 

promising. Yesterday North Korea broadcast that they 

considered this maohinery the more suitable machinery. 

We expect to have another meeting with them shortly. 


I would urge you not to make too much public 
play of this particular machinery because sometimes 
if thinqs are done quitely they can be done more effectively. 
But we are in touch with the North Koreans throuqh this 
particular machinery. 
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We sit there as the United Nations eommand and 
the North Koreans there in their own capacity•. 

Third, we have taken this up in the Security 
Council. we thought it was important that the United 
Nations, which has had a special history of connection 
with the Korean matter, should be involved in this 
immediately. We think that the Security Council is 
not .likely to be able to do very much hhout. it because 
North Korea has said this is not the business of the 
Security Council. 

Nevertheless it may be that the Security Council 
will dispatch someone to North Korea in order to try 
to ob1:ain the release of the ship and th.e personnel. 
More or less as Dag Hammarskjold went to Peking to release 
our fliers ten years ago. 

We just can't: telllyet. _But in any event it is 
an important matter to be before the Security Council 
in order to have an effective contact with different. 
el.ements on the other side. 

Fourth, we have been in touch with the President's.... 
direction with practically every government in the worid. 
W~ have had reactions from some 90 of them. There is 
no question that it a general vote were taken the 
overwhelming majority WOllld think thesa men and ship 
ought to be returned promptly. 

r can't at the moment tell you that these men 
and the ship are on ·the way out. I would say that the 
odds are up to 50-50 that we shall get them out by 
diplomacy within the foreseeable future. I don't mean 
the seven months that have elapsed after the RB 47 
shoot down in the Barin Sea in the 1960. That was 
an incident which wa~ roughly comparable to this one as 
far as the basici· areas were concerned. An 1\merican 
aircraft IIwas in the 
international air space over international waters was shot 
down 40 to 50 miles at sea. The Soviets picked up two of 
the survivinq crew and kept those crew members until 
January or early February 1961. That is some seven months. 

That ia not qood enough in this instance where 
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63 men involved and a ship on the high seas is involved. 

Nevertheless, the same procedureswere used 
at that time, takin9 it to the Security Council and 
using diplomacy.• as are being used now. 

y would like to make two concluding remarks. 
One. is .J~at :I, Secretary of State, am a princ pal . customer 
of t.6is inteeligence process. . · 

It is extramely vital to me if I am to serve 
the President that we have this intelliqenee 
in regularly and as accurately as possible. 

Because of the ten-fold 
' increase in North Korean infiltration of South Korea 
as between 1967 and 196~, and it was very important 
for us to get all sources of information on what was 
happening in North Rorea and whether, in fact, they 
were qoin9 to open up a second fron~ from presumably 
in support of the North Vietnamese. 

strongly urge in 
make bad law. 

if we should limit sue m ss 
solely to those .wh!cb can be adequately protected 

" · .~ .... 

from a ~ilitary point of view, this would reduce 
to a mere fraction the kind of missions in which we 
are now enqa9ed. 

We would cripple our intelligence if we were 
to undertake the9e activities only in those place& 
vhere they could be qiven full air snpport. 

There were some disd:sieiens that the skipper 
himself had to cake. There were alternative disisions 
which could have been reasonable under the circumstances. 
Bad he at noon wired back that he was under harassment 
and asked.:br help, that would have been a reasonable 
thing for him to do. But instead he made the judgment 
that that was harassment of a normal sort and that 
he was resuming his mission. That too was a reasonable 
thing to do .. 

In other words it is not always clear in 
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prospect that the alternatives are classified between those 
that are reasonable and those that are unreasonable. 
It1llrns on the events. 

In retrospect we miqht hope that he had made 
one or another different kind of decision. But in the 
circumstance in which he found himself, I don't think 
we can say he made an unreasonable decision. 

We shall do our best by getting these men back 
by diplomatic actions. I think the chance runs up to 
50-50 at this present point. 

TllE PRESIDENT: This has been a bad ten days. 
We have a ratbbr hard eeaeon ahead of us for this 
team. We have a great many domestic problems. We have 
our primartes cominq up. We are havinq our conventions. 
We are in an election year. 

I worked very long on the State of the Union 
and spent my Christmae on it, then I tuned in on the 
television one evening and I heard it discussed for an 
hour. When they qot through I said the thing that 
amazes me, I had 4,000 words there hhdtl5 men couldn't 
find one good sentence. 

I just don't understand it. Am I that far off? 
Am I wronq? Has something happened to m•? 

My wife said, I think so. But she said you don't 
know what year youa:-e living in. This is '68. 

With the primaries and eaavei~ions and elections 
coming up and all of us being interested7 -! was rather 
amused in one of our briefings for one man to say af~er 
we had all finished, "Well, now, Mr. President, isn't there 
something that in retrospect you would do differently? 
Wasn't there somethinq we did wronq?" Well, yes, there 
were a godd many things we did wronq, I am sure. I don't 
know what they are. We are studying them now. 

I have asked General elark who was a commander in 
Korea. I have asked ~dmiral MacDonald who has just finished 
his Chief of Naval Operations. I have asked Mr. Georqe Ball 
who is Undersecretary of State and a great lawyer and very 
active in World War II, to take everything we have and qo 
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into the closed rooms and analyze them and evaluate 
them and atudy every resource the Federal Government 
baa at their disposal and come to me and tell me whlt 
not to do and whlt to tell others not to do and what 
to do that we haven't done. 

I am goin9 to ask them to 90 before the 
Armed Services Committee just as soon as we can get this 
summarized. In the meantime, these men will be available 
to qo before the &pppopriations Committees and discuss 
it. But we are qoinq to be aeked tomorrow a• you were 
asked yesterday, and this seemed to be a de•irable 
time to tell you all that we know now. 

A coach and hi• associates in the lockerroom 
can qive all the reaeona and explain why th• play 
went this way and why it should qo that way. But 
in the final analysis, the men out on the field, the 
man that is the halfback that ha~ to carry that ball, 
and the man that hae to paaa it, and the man who has 
to qo around the end -- and you are whatever players 
I have, the President has. You are on the key committees. 
You can qet the fnformation. You can qive the answers 
and you can provide the leadership. 

A man's judqment i• no better than hie information. 
We want to qive you all the information we can. 

So I have asked Mr. Roatow to be fully 
cooperative with you and the Secretary of State and 
Secretary of Defense and the Intelliqence Service to be 
helpful to you in any way we can. 

I asked General Westmoreland and Ambassador 
Bunker to make available all the information they can 
ae quickly as they can, because our people know these 
are danqeroue times. I had a call from General Westmoreland 
at 5 o'clock this afternoon. I didn't want to ask him 
to leave hi• headquarters and his place where he was and 
90 to another place for a secure phone. so we went out on 
our back line with certain questions from the President. 
They have been qiven to me since we started. These are 
the answers aa of 6 o'clock our time in Sai9on. 
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From the beqinnlnq of the planned truce, the 
following caibeltias have been euffered by us, planned 
truce on January 29~ the followinq casualties have been 
auffered by u• .·or·...i.flft1ctedron the enemy. This ie 
General Westmoreland speaking for General Ginsburq who las 
rei.,.tt· the information to me. 

Friendly, 421 killed in action, including 189 
United States. 

Enemy, 4,320 killed in action, 1,811 additional 
detaineees. Many of whom are pri•onere of war. 

I asked him the casualties to date thatthhey 
could best eatimate. 

Two, enemy capacity to sustain the present campaign. 
He sees a three•phase campaign. The first phase involves 
a buildup. Sporadic attaok and a well orchestrad psycholo9ical 
warfare program against the population of South Vietn-. 

He said we are now in the second phase which ie 
an all-out military effort throuqhout South Vietnam 
except for two Northern provinoea. The enemy ha• achieved 
some local succesaes but the initiative 1• turned agsinat 
them. We feel that he haa the capability of continuinq 
this phase for perhap• several more days at qreat risk 
to himself. The tbir4 phase will involve a •aaaive 
attack in Quanq-Tri(?) and Quan98Nqai(?) privinces, and 
Kheaanh. we have been following that and anticipatinq 
it and expecting it. It le a few day• behind achedule. 

They have made a great effort to qet us to stop 
our bombing. They have made a great effort to 9et us 
to extend the truce. I aqreed with His Bolinea• to give 
one additional day at Christmas, althouqh our military 
men had deep concerns about it. 

When we went alonq for the very limited 36-hour 
truce, the Tet, General West1'l0reland found that in the 
li9ht of the power that they were uainq to take advantaqe 
while they were pleadin9 with us to stop bombings, while 
they were be9gin9 ua to tie our hands, while they were 
aekinq us to take no action in troops, they were havin9 
maeaive buildup• calculated to overrun our 40,000 men that 
are in 40 mil•• of ~eaanh. They have 40,000 within 40 
mil•• of Khesanh. 

http:rei.,.tt
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The enemy is now poised for this 
Westmoreland sa s, which he considers phase, General 

we still 9~~~ ~~~ ~rikes have blunted his attack. But 

large forces support:dc~~a~!!~~o strike at any time with 

rockets. ance of artillery and 

So much for the enemy capacity. 

Three, relationship between North Vietnan:eseand North Korean actions. 

I asked him to analyze that; ~he experts in the 

field and what they thought about it. 


He said, "It would seem to us that there is a relation­
ship." 

.. 
\Fourth, ts there a military impass in South 

Vietnam? \ 
. \ 

' We do not think the situation in South Vietnam
\ .........


is an impass-·. The iJ:litiative is turned in favor of the 
government. : The ena.~y is sufferin~ unprecedented casualties 
indeed. \ ­

' 

Is ths enemy holding any towns now in South Vietnam? 
That was sent out at 5 and is answered at 6. 

:2hm: ·~· 

The enemy does not control any sin9le town in 
South Vietnam. However, he has a degree of control in severa 
towns, sp~~ifically he has some forces in Ooang-Tri, Hae, 
Di Yan(?), Kon Tum City, Binh-Tuy(?) and scattered elements 
in Saigon. I repeat he does not control any single · 
to~ in those areas ·where the enemy has troops they are 
confronted by Vietnamese troops and the fighting continues. 

What political and psychological problems does 
1\.inbassador Bunker and General Westmoreland foresee as a result 
of these wide-spread attacks? 

It seems to A.~bassador Bunker and me, says Qeneral 
Westinoreland, that initially there will be some adverse 
impact upon the people and Government. However, if the 
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government handles the matter carefully, they will use 
the opportunity to really improve their position with the 
people. President Thieu has the opportunity to exercise 
rare leadership. He has already declared martial law. 
It must be, under:·the constitution, approved by the 
congress, and the national assembly within 12 days. The 
national assembly, says General Westrt10reland, has the 
opportunity to be more constructive. 

President Thieu has declared martial law. This 
will have to be ap~roved by the assembly after 12 days 
in accordance with the con•titution. The situation 
should not slow down major proqrams for prolonged periods. 
Military success should qive the army of South Vietnam 
and its leadership self-confidence and should encourage 
the acceleration of their improveroents. 

One more word. I have asked President Truman 
and President Eisenhower to be briefed. President 
Eisenhower has unusual experience- as a soldier and eiqht 
years in this job. He has asked us to qive some 
consideration in his judgement to several things: Moving 
some air reinforcements to Korea. We have done that, 
and are doing it. 

They will be closing very shortly. We will be 
completing that. We are not giving out the names and 
numbers. We don't want to appear bellicose in threatening 
the ultimatums. They are goinq there as a precautionary 
measure. The reserves, limited number that have been 
called up. We have not called up the 140,000 that were 
called on another occasion. we have called up 14. They 
will take the place of the men kere who will have to qo 
there. 

He has suggested we 'consider strenqthenin9 the 
defense arrangements along the DMZ, possibly including 
some partollinq. He has suggested we qive consideration 
to action to bring the whole command in South Rorea 
to a p8aceable hight state of readiness. Ground units 
should be brought up to strength. 

quarantine.
He has suggested givinq thought to 

He did not think the plan to take these actions should be 
epellod out to the public in detail at thiR stage of 
the leadership. It could be pointed out that some of 
them could be initiated on the Presidentts own authority 
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but in a matter of this kind it is important to have the 
Congress associated with the President that he hopes 
we could consult with them. 

The Congressmen should be asked to keep specific 
details quite confidential. The general intention, of 
course, would become generally known. 

Finally, General Eisenhower urges we do everything 
possible to press for action on the diplomatic front 
and in the United Nations Security Council and if necessary 
we should even ask for a special sedsion of the General 
Assembly, if the Secretary thouqht anything useful was 
to be achieved. 

He concluded by asking me to convey to the 
President his personal hope for the President's success 
in the matter. 

lie says in the conclusion of his letter that this 
is appolitical year. There will be pany people that 
want to be partisan about it. Dut that we will not be 
one of them and that his sole and most cherished hope 
now is that the President can with the war we are in. 

I appresiate that statement very mucy. I 
think now I will &sk the 9entlemen who have been here 
with me to come over here and Ait where you can tllk 
to them. Any of you that have any questions you 
would like to ask, if you just pleaee rise and give 
your name and your State, so they can identify you. 
Direct your question to any one of the individuals 
concerned and we will stay as long as you are able 
to stay or desire to stay. Thos of you that need to 
leave will be at liberty to do AO quitely at the exit 
back there. 

MORE 
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SENATOR LAUSCHEs Mr. President, as a Member of 
the Foreign Relations Committee, I find myself in this 
delimmat The Foreign Relations Committee of the Senate 
is engaged in intense activity to prove that we should 
not have engaged in firing in the Tonkin Bay. 

In my opinbn, those who are prosecuting this view, 
and I want to repeat viqorously that the United States 
Government was completely in the wrong on the Tonkin Bay 
developments -- in the main, those same persons are now arguing 
and advocating that we are in the wrong because we did not 
use adequate military force in repelling the seizure of the 
Pueblo. The President mentioned hindsight as 
distingut•bed from foresight. I felt deeply pained by what 
is happening. 

Post facto judgement is supposedly pertinent 
and I want to warn Secretary McNamara that he is to be called 
and to be der.1onstrated to have mislead the nation into 
improper use of military forces i~ the Tonkin Bay. 

My question is how i• it that in the Tonkin Bay 
you were wrong by attacking and in the Pueblo you are 
wronq becuase you didn't attack? 

THE PRESIDENTS I said we were right on both times. 
I think that it is human nature and it is certainly 
right to all Americans identified (inaudible) that when 
somethinq goes wrong, we never walk out and (inaudible) 
I thought President Kennedy, after the Bay of Pigs, was 
very biq as a man when he said that •It is my responsibility 
(inaudible) at this pdnt the attorney (inaudible) 
Mr. Dulles to carefully review everything happening and 
to make his report. 

When a man and his wife (inaudible) on a rainy 
niqht (inaudible) and she saye•why in the hell didn't you put 
on the brakes earlier?• That is typical. I have been 
married 30 years. I know what happens when one of these 
things (Inaudible) -- in Flo~ida on vacation. 

But when it came over the radio and I asked 
Ambassador Harriman (inaudible) senator Russell said •qet 
up and get your things. We have qot to go back. We are going 
to be asked all of those questions.• (Inaudible) 
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Our judgment is, my judgment, is that the best judgment 
inside and outside is the ono that did the wrongful act, 
the North Koreans. Some of cnr people and a good 
many of our people just kind of qat more real satisfaction 
out of blaming our Navy or our commanders or our Secretaries 
or our public servants than they do the North Xoreans who 
are the hijackers and the outlaws who went out here in 
the international waters and took an unarmed ahiF that was 
trying to get away from them and all the men. 

When you leave here tonight, we have adequate White 
House police protection, we think. You have spent millions 
on Secret Service since the assi61nation of the President. 
Much more than our Congress (Inaudible) and a great many more 
around than I want. 

But the fact is that we have had thousands of 
threats to the President,to assisinate the President this 
year. At least 12 or 14 of them have already gotten over 
these gates, with all the protection we have. 

Some of you may be shot on the way home, notwith­
standinq all the police we have and all the quards and 
(inaudible) and when you are, I know you will say ,•why 
did the President keep me so late and why didn't he adjourn 
early?• 

(Inaudible) made the least contribution during 
the whole period (Inaudible) all the persons were wrong. 
He did find more (Inaudible) I take that intelliqence 
report and I know the man to be as strong an anti-communist 
Senator that we have. (Inaudible) 

But they were quoting him the other morning as 
saying the distinguished spokesman for the government, 
Senator so and so, said that this boat shouldn't have 
ever been there. (Inaudible) We have a candidate 
for office of another party that came out and (Inaudible). 
-- General Wheeler, of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said it 
ouqht to have been escorted. It is juet like putting afire 
engine around a house detective who is trying to listen 4'hrott1jh 
the keywhole to see or hear what is happening (Inaudible • 
Any Third-grade boy ought to know , much less a candidate 
for President (Inaudible) 

Lioutennnt General, did you say he was a Lieutenant 
General, and you have to have a reasonably good record to 



3 

. ' 

Page 43 

be a Lieutenant General. But General Wheeler gave me 
several reasons here. 

I didn't take time to go over them. But in this 
communication that he and the Joint Chiefs prepared,-­
but this closing sentence was the strongest sentence that 
I have seen and I will just add this to it: That the 
thing that I am most thankful for, if I am thankful for 

·anything, -- •Mr. President, ·because sometinies I wish that 
I would just wake up feeling like• -- Goldwater would 
have deserved it, if he had won. 

The aircraft in the Okinawa, and Japan 
were not used because on the scene of the action, the 
movement in Korea would not permit them. The situation 
at the scene of the action was very unfavorable, the 
weather was poor, the clouds were broken, MIG aircraft 
were reported to ae above the PUeblo, two reported although 
there were eight, the surface action occurred 25 mi.el~ 
miles from a major North Korean airfield. Were aircraft 
used in such a situation, they would have been required 
in numerical strength. The aircraft would be needed 
to capture the MIG baseat Wanson, to pin down the MIGS's 
the additional fighting aircraft would he needed to 
protect the aircraft aiding the Pueblo from the MIGS. ­

From the time the Pueblo requested assistance 
and while being towed in, one of the Korean boats was 
always near the Pueblo and the Koreans were aboard the 
Pueblo itself and had! friendly aircraft had been sent, 
and if they could have found the Pueblo, it was about · 
dark, you know, and in the dark, there is reasonable 
doubt they coul~ have been able to drive ~ff the North 
Korean boa~s without sinking one or more with serious risk 
of sinking the Pueblo and the men in the process and 
seeing as how their ability to hit so~e Russian ships 
sometimes, I think maybe they oight have hit our own ship. 

" :·,.·· . 
It is unlikely that the mere presence of the 

aircraft in support of the Pueblo would have cause 
the North Korean boats to have ever freed the Pueblo 
since it must be assumed the MIG aircraft wuld have 
been quite active in repelling the U. s. aircraft. 
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They had ·aar superior numbers. 

Therefore I conclude that aircraft would have 

eeen of little use in aiding the Pueblo, that this could 


.. r 
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They said they would come to their rescue when 

they need them. And the thankful thing to come out of 

this was that General McKee, whoever be is, didn't launch 

an inferior force in the dark to start trying to rescue 

the Pueblo out there in the snow at night against a . 

superior aircraft because we might be meeting on another 

subject tonight instead of the one we are meeting on. 


We are going tohave to have a good many additional 
things. We are going to .have to ~bave your help on it. 
We are studying what we need to do. We know we need 
additional planes there• . We know our .military assistance 
was materially cut last year. Wa know that we are going 
to have to give some additional protection to South Korea 
and have them give some additional protection to themselves. 

That is going to cost money~ We are considering 

~he possibi1~ty of extending enlist.~ents because every 

month we have 2500 trained men cominq out. .We are 

considering several proposals that will give us the 


. strength we need to avoid a wider war. But we are 
considering them. We want to be sure of them. We 
~t to be careful that we can all be on board on them. 
Then we are going to consi~t with you leaders because 
I don•t want to come up there and ask for somethin9 that 
you don't give me and qive me promptly in a situation 
of this kind. We will be back in touch with you when 
that happens. 

Any other questions? 

CONGRESSMAN COHELAN OF CALIFORNIA: Mr. President. 
I come from Berkely, California and I just got back from 
home. One of the things that pleased me very much was that 
the Pueblo ~ncident se~d to reflect great concern in 
reference to whether orriot the ship was able to destruct 
the facilities. I am not clear as to whether or not they 
did destroy it? 
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THE PRESIDENT: They destroyed some of their 

facilities. We are afraid that they. destroyed ruaa..!.s.. 
a man's leg and blew him up. We don't ·k?u:lw who he was • . 
They just raadzod that one man had lost his leg. We 
are sure they didn't destroy all of it. We are sure •-of._ 
some of it has been confiscated. . · 

CONGRESSMlu~ HEBERT OP LOUISIANA: Mr. President, 
I want to ask General Wheeler and the commu.~ications 
also with General Westmoreland seems to be the casualities 
involving -- our casualties and tbe enemies casualties -­
I wonder how many aircraft l'iara lost in j:.be most recent 
attack? ·~·. 

(Inaudible) 

GENERAL WHEELBRs (Inaudible) 2 A37's, one A•&, 
one F-100 (Inaudible) five (Inaudible) 40 addi~ional 
aircraft (Inaudible) 

eeNGRESSMAH HEBERTt ·Could you estimate the 
total on it? 

GENERAL WH!IELER1 About 75 all total. 

CONGRESSMAN HBRBERTi ~5 were damaged, because 
at the Armed Services Committee this morning at the 
briefing, I , think it was indicated a higher destruction. 
(Inaudible) Choppers alos. . Ii 

' 

GENERAL WHEELER: (I.naudible) Ll!!I ' 
CONGRESSMAN HERBERT• This was this morning at 

10 o'clock. So the members before the Armed Services · 
Committee are V9ry interested in finding out exactly 
what the facts were. . A number of choppers were involved. 
(Inaudible) impressed in our memory exactly the real 
type -- and this .is a very appaulinq figure you gave out 
and most ii\:.z1i: i.rEfj but it does not exactly fit in with 
the number that; you give us. 

~,. 

THE PRESIDENT1 {inaudm~). .._ 
CONGRESS.'fAN GEORGE MAHON: Mr. President, I 

think you and the tealii have done a .great job in giving 
us the facts~ ~e the situation; It has been very 
helpful to me. We are in a crucial situation. 
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President Kennedy said "Think not of what your 
country can do for you, but what you can do for your 
country." 

We don't want to rock the boat, I don't think. 
We are all in the same boat together as a party and 
as Americans. 

We want to present the right image as members 
of the Congress, in my opinion. But what in your judgemabt 
would you advise what can we beet do for the country in 
our capacity? 

You are the President. You are the Commander-in­
Chief and I think I can say that we are at your service 
and we think that the best is being done that could be 
done under the circumstances. 

'.(11E PRESIOENTs We frankly don't know. We are 
exploring a great many things. The leader d the team 
ought to study out his plays and be prepared to justify 
them and support them if the pass is intercepted or 
something. 

We are tryinq to do that. We are givinq some 
thought to extendingtours of duty. We are going some 
thought to inereasinq our production rate of ammunition. 
We are giving some thought to free aircraft required 
for taaining by extending oome pilot tours. 

We are givinq some thought to increase available 
combat pilots by ~t11itaat&n~ of the reserve pilots for 
training purposes. We are qivinq some thought to moving 
some carriers. We are giving some thought to deploying 
some additional air strength. Some of it is being deployed. 

We are going some thought to icreasing the 
ground alert. We are going to reactivate some Naval 
Reserve ship, the reserve crews which could be -- could 
be provided by the President's call, if we have a call. 

We would expect to consider extending periods of 
obligating service to military personnel, officers, 
enlisted, reserve and regular. That would need legislation. 
That would be something you could do for your country. 
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We are considering providinq authority to call 
units and individuals not assiqlff!d to units but also 
provide for calling of individuals from within units. 
We may have an outstanding expert that we need in this 
unit. But under leqislation as passed, we have to call 
the whole unit or we can't qet that individual. 

We would like to consider that. We are 
considering asking for authority to recall some retired 
reserve personnel, or as already exists, to call regutar 
to active duty without their consent and most of these 
things even though we don't have legislation, we would 
want to talk to the Congress about. 

We wou·h:lutonsf.derdsuspebdibi«J,r.q officer grade limitations 
We are seriously considering and very likely are going to 
expand the military assistance program for the Republic 
of Korea to cover essential support items now bein~ funded 
by the military services. 

The counter-infiltration package, the replacement 
with modernieation equipment, the funding for aircraft, 
anti-aircraft equipment, and naval radar and patrol craft 
and spare parts. We are considering providing authorization 
for appropriation to include protection fro Korean air 
bases, from ground and air attacks, by (Inaudible) 
rapid runway repair equipment, base camouflouge materials, 
and moreeffective infiltration barriers, because we have 
had 590 incidents and we have 55,000 men out there. 

So we are considering more effective infiltration 
barriers below the Korean DMZ. We are considering asking 
for increased authority for transfer between appropriations 
items. That is a good place you could help us right there 
on that appropriations. Emergency construction transfer 
authorization, also. 

We haven't concluded any of these things. We might 
call an extra Marine ditision or a wing team. The iight 
we call the Reserve portion of the crews or the Naval 
Reserve ships, we might inaugurate a system of priorities 
under the Defense Production Act particularly for Military 
aircraft. 

s 
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We might take some action in connection with the 
copper strike to try to got that settled quickly. We 
might announce the release of some stockpile for copper 
because the Defense Department is now paying a heavy 
price for it. We have a stockpile. When it is time 
to use stockpile is when we need it. We need it and 
need it bad. We can't have a much worse situation 
than we have now. 

I can visualize what we would be holding it for 
if we don't use it now. We would consider entering into 
the third stage of the Civil Reserve Air (Inaudible) program 
by transferring 200 - 707 type aircraft from the civilian 
airlines to military airlifts. We don't knotil any of those 
things we would recommend tonight -- these matters with the 
Joint Chiefs have not been gone into in detail. 

But they are meeting around the clock. We are 
trying to fight the war in Vietnam_and trying to get the 
men back in Korea and trying to man the (Inaudible) and 
at the same time look ahead and study what we might need. 

I think I am going to ask the Congress and I will 
save the money from the budget I have set up -- I will 
take it out of somebody else's budget -- to give us 
supplemental for a cabinet-priced stabilization board, 
not compulsory, becuane I think bythe time I could get 
you all to pass a WPB and OPA the prices would be up so 
far it wouldn't do much good anyway. 

But I think and we are going to have to have 
a strengthening cabinet group to sit down with these 
manufacturers who are raising prices and say to them, 
"Please, for God's sake, please support those men out 
there and forego these price increases with your profits 
at an all-time high until we can get through this 
emergency period." 

I think we are going to have to ask the labor 
unions to please, in their demands for increases, to 
try to hold those increases in line with the increased 
productivity so we don't get this inflation. 
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We want to ask you to pass the gold bill as early 
as you can because we have serious international monetary 
problems. we are of course hoping we can qet a tax bill 
reported and passed because we think if you don't, you are 
qdnq to cast great reflections on the dollar and it is 
going to cost us more in confidence and more in taxes, too, 
by delaying it. 

All of these we are qoinq over trying to see how 
we put them and whenw e put them and what kind of a package, 
and of course everything will be determined by events. 

But those are some of the things that consideration 
is beinq given to. 

CONGRESSMAN STRATTON OF NEW YORK1 I have two 
qaastions, the first one for Mr. Helms, and the second 
one for any of these 9entlemen1 

The first question is, in the briefing before our 
Armed Services Committee, the Navy"briefer on the Pueblo 
incident implied that it was impossible to answer some 
of our questions because there was a classification 
that was higher than Top Secret. 

My question is, does that refer to the elite 
functions which all of us at least know about in general 
or was there some other super-sensitive part of the position 
of the Pueblo which might have a bearing on questions that 
we have asked with reqard to it? 

MAN1 (Inaudible) 

CONGRESSMAN STJlATTON1 The other question, Mr. 
President, is thisa I recognize the problem of not 
diverting strenth into the Sea of Japan when we face 
this situation in Vietnam. But isn't it teue that if 
we don't do something of a non-diplomatic nature with 
re9ard to this action, if the policy does not release 
these men and this ship within a reasonable time, and 
Secretary Rusk aaid immediately up in Brooklyn, that we 
are 9oin9 to open ourselves to forays against if they 
believe that we are afraid to reaot? 

THE PRESJ,~'T11 think we have always had that problem. 
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I don't want to predict tonight or prophesy toniqht 
that diplomacy will completely fail although I realize 
that possibility. Por that reason, I have some of the 
wiaeat men I know workinq to try to see what other 
approaches might be taken that would effectivley get 
those men back. 

(Inaudible) at a meetinq that we had the other 
day with a group of (Inaudible) he said one quation is 
how do we got our men back? 

We are trying this route. When that fails we 
will 90 another route. It tooka seven months to qet 
them back from the last (Inaudible). We hope it won't 
take anything like thatnow. nn~tnobb09 can predict it. 

I learned (Inaudible) Secretary McNamara got 
when he said that if they don't invade and increase their 
infiltration, if the qovernment doesn't fall in Vi~tnam 
and if we don't have any chanqes, and if all of this 
doesn't happen, we ought to be able- to qet our advisors 
back here by 1965. 

They dropped all of this and got down to what 
they said, that McNamara promised us ·bei would get them 
here by Christmas '65 and they are not here. He is 
not helping us. 

So I am not going to make a statement because 
I have got enough credibility problems already. 

CONGRESSMAN JAMIE WHITTEN OF MISSISSIPPia 
Mr. President, I know the proper thing ia to keep your 
seat, but under theae circumstances on what I raise 
here -- I started on appropriations in 1942. I have 
been listening to witnesses ever since and I am as far 
from being a military (Inaudible) as I was when I 
started. 

But listening and I hope I have improved as 
a listener, the thing I get to mind, the thing I~,ot 
about Korea, the thing I qot about Korea, qot lola 
of explanations about whether we can talk about surprise, 
why they did it and why we didn't do more about it. 

I cannot see, havinq listened about Russian's 
intentions for years why we have be caught so off quard 
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Ton~ght-we are refaring to the occurence off Norht Korea. 
It is a little bit related to Vietnma. This has been 
in my judgment based on the witnesses a world-wide 
thing where we m.iqqt very well expect six or eight 
things next week. 

I hear it often that we have had 581 incidents 
with North Korea :l~st year against a few dozen the year 
before, why that isn't an indication to the people 
over here that this would happen -- why wasn't that 
anticipated, to be ready for it? I am talking to you 
as a witness. I am no expert. I have just talked 
to about as many experts as most anybody but you. 

But the thing tonight, we haven't talked about the 
overall situation. What is going to happen next week? 
lii•utib•':" layiban# in~de~ts aqainat·lamalfnandaz~n ... b3fore 
to me -- I am raising the questions that I have which 
I think are reflective of the people. 

This is a pattern. We are dealinq with it tonight. 
(Inaudible) ~iai~ 

THE PRESIDENT1 Aqain, I don't think I have an 
answer to that tonight. (Inaudible) it could 
break out in Birmingham or lt could break out here on 
Pennsylvania Avenue. «e have acted the best we could 
under the ciraumstanceg. (Inaudible) 

If you want to blame my commanders (Inaudible) 
and everybody else, I can't change that view. I would rather 
think in this instance that North Korea is to blame. I 
think the first time in over a hundred years to go out 
in international waters on the hiqh sea and provoke 
(Inaudible) for the purpose of what is just being done 
here toniqht, 11%0atake our time explaining, justifying (INaudible) 
I think they are going (inaubiel) 

It could very well be our commander. He was an 
orphan boy and his mother died when he was three years 
old. He went to an orphan home. He went to the Navy 
and waa enlisted for several years. (Inaudible) 

He wanted to be a submarine commander and he 
was ordered to this ship. He was pretty rough (inaudible) 
I have looked at his record from A to z. I don't question 
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./it. (inaudB>.i>le) The facts are we just don't any more 
of what happened (inaudible) 

He didn 1 t know how to protect ourselves any 
better than he told us. If this ship doesn•t come 
back, we are still 9oin9 to get information. While we 
are talking we may have an accident out their with a 
Soviet Ship or we may have one in the Meditterean with 
some vessel or (inaudible). that can guard against those 
andgive you absolute policy protection. ' 

CONGRESSMAN ~NThank you, Mr. President. I just want 
to say this, if I ·may1 May I say I am not blaming anyone. 
I think it would be more comfortable to keep seated~ 
I did think by raising this ithat maybe we would get 
a little more comfortable. 

..: 

(Inaudible) for our ship and crew from North Korea? 

(Inaudible) 

THE PRESIDENT2 I don't think we ought to be 
particular encoraged with the developments (Inaudible) 

MAN: Mr. President, can we prove that the Pueblo 
was in international waters? Can we get a fix? 

(Inaudible) 

MAN: I wonder if there is a possibility of the 
Pueblo being docked in international waters at some point 
(Inaudible) 

THE PRESIDENT: (Inaudible) We are not in touch 
with the commander. We don•t know. The day we were in 
tobch with the commander, (Inaudible) 
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MANs Have we ever charged (Inaudible) tbat 

the Pueblo at any time was not in intenational waters? 


MAN1 (Inaudible) 

THE PRESIDENT• (Inaudible) 

-- at Panmunjom when the North Koreans said 

that even if they were in internationll waters, 

(Inaudible) 


MAH1 Mr. President, there is a question in 

my mind -- and I have no question about our right to 

be where we were (inaudible) I have stated and repeat 

your observation and your qualification Xinaudible) 

if our diplomacy fails (inaudible) 


THE PRESIDENT1 (Inaudible) 

We are 9oin9 to pursue every diplomatic move 
we can and then we are qoinq to look at all the suggestions 
that anybody can make and evaluate them and then determine 
our courae. 

MANt I didn't want to go out of with the idea 
that tkia is a sell to write this off as part of our 
other (inaudible) 

THE PRESIDENTt (Inaudible) We are 9oinq to do 
everything we can, as I have repnted two or three times, 
to get bhela back by diplomatic means. Then when all 
that fails, we are 9oing to put all the suq9eations made - ­
Secretary McNamara outlined a number of them -- we are 
9oin9 (inaudible) 

MANt (inadubile) 

THE PRESIDENT1 (inaudible) 

MAN• I would like to say I give you complete 
support on your policy on the Pueblo and moat feel the 
way I do. I hope you keep qoinq exactly the way you 
have today. I think aome of our own people are coming 
around to this view. In support of the United Nations, 
I wonder if Secretary Rusk would give a thouqht to the 
idea (inaudible) 

END 

c i:. 
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QUESTIONS DURING BRIEFING: 


Senator Dodd: How could it have been worse? 


Congressman Casey: Explain the time difference. First you mentioned 
one o'clock then you talk about 5 o'clock. I don't quite follow. 

Senator Dodd: Are you blaming the Commander? 


Senator Dodd: What would you do in case of danger. 


Senator Dodd: Why didn't he immediately notify his superiors? 


Senator Dodd: How long a time was it before he notified his Commander? 

If I were a soldier I would get in touch with my superiors right away. 


Senator Dodd: I thought you invited us to ask questions. 


Senator Dodd: I will be glad to wait, but 1 am trying to point out ..•. 


Congressman Hervey Machen of Maryland: You mentioned an 

incident with a sister ship, that it was a similar situation, which 

happened a few days earlier. This had happened once before? 

Congressman Machen: What disturbs me is that we weren't prepared 
to move when a similar situation arose again. 

Congressman Herbert of Louisiana: We can't permit such things to happen. 
The fact that we can't prevent it is why we are in the situation we are in 
tonight. 

Senator Monroney: Do we have a method of jamming from our shores? 
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AFTER BRIEFING: 

Senator Lausche: As a member of the Foreign Relations Committee 
I find myself and the Committee constantly engaged in intense activity 
to prove that we should not have engaged in firing in the Tonkin Bay. 
In my opinion those who are prosecuting this view, and I want to 
repeat emphatically that they are completely wrong in the Tonkin Bay 
development. In the main it is the same persons who are now 
accusing and advocating that we are inthe wrong because we did not use 
military force in repelling the seizure of the Pueblo. The President 
mentioned hind sight as distingusihed from foresight. I feel 
deeply pained by what is happening, and I want to warn Secretary 
McNamara that he is to be called to task to defend himself against 
the charges that he mislead the American public and the nation into 
~ improper military forces in the Tonkin Bay. How is it that we 
can be wrong by attacking in the Tonkin Bay and wrong in the Pueblo 
incident by not attacking? 

Congressman Cohelan of California: I just got back from home. 
One of the things that pleased me very much was the fact that people 
seemed most concerned about the information and the equipment that 
was aboard the Pueblo and whether or not the men were able to destroy 
the facilities for obtaining information th-at were aboard. I am not 
clear as to whether or not they did destroy it? 

Congressman Hebert of Louisiana: Mr. President, I want to ask 

General Wheeler about the conversation with Westmoreland. Have 

the casualties all been announced, and how many aircraft were lost in 

the most recent attack. 


Wheeler: 

Congressman Herbert: Just estimate the total on it. 

Wheeler: 

Congressman Herbert: Today in the Armed Services committee, we 

were given a rather higher figure of destruction. Were choppers 

included. This information was this morning and seemed to be much 

higher. I was very interested in finding out the number of choppers. 

The figure we were given was much higher. It does not fit in with the 

number that you have given us. 
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Congressman George Mahon: Mr. President, I think you and the 
team have done a great job. It has been very helpful to me. We 
are in a crucial situation. It is very significant that President 
Kennedy said ''think not what your country can do for you, but what 
you can do for your country." We do not want to rock the boat. 
We are all in the same boat as a country and as a party. We want 
to present the right view. What can we best do for the country in our 
capacity. 

I think I can say that we are at your service and that the best is being 
done that can be done under the circumstances. 

President: 

Congressman Stratton of New York: I have two brief questions, the 
first one for Mr. Helms. In the briefing before our Armed Services 
Committee the Naval Briefer implied that it was impossible to 
answer all questions completely because there was a classification 
that was higher than Top Secret. In general was there some other 
mission other than those the Committee is familiar with that might 
keep the facts from being told? 

I recognize the problem of not diverting strength into the Sea of 
Japan. However, isn't it true that if we don't do ' Something of 
a non-diplomatic nature in regard to this action, if they fail to 
release this ship as Secretary Rusk said in Brooklyn immediately, 
that we are going to open ourselves to other forays in the belief 
that we are afraid to react? 

President: 

Congressman Jamie Whitten of Mississippi: I started out on 
appropriations for PS!fense in 1942 and have been listening to witness e s 
ever since. I am f.ar from being an expert tonight as I was then. 

The thing I get tonight is the same thing I got from Korea , about Cuba 
and that is lots of explanation of why they did it and why we didn 1t do more 
about it. Having listened to Russia 1s intentions for years, I can1t see why 
we were so off guard in Cuba. North Korea is a little bit related to 
Vietnam. In my judgment we might well have expected this. W e might 
expect six or seven things next w e ek. Tonight it was offere d that we had 
had 581 incidents last year as opposed to about 12 the year before and 
it was indicated that this would happen again. Why don't we anticipate 
this and be ready for it to happen. The thing we haven't discussed tonight 
is the overall s i tuation 6£ what is going to happen next. 54 1 incidents 
in one year as against 12 the year b efor e --- I am raisin g the que stions 
as a layman. 
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Congresswoman Edna Kelly of New York: Do we have any information 
about the price the North Koreans have put on the return of the ship and 
the men? 

Congressman Evins of Tennessee: The Soviets have denied us assistance 
before. What is encouraging us to believe that they will help us now? 

Richard of Missouri 
Congressman !chord: Can you prove where the Pueblo was? 

Congressman Lucien Nedzi of Michigan: What is the possibility of the 
Pueblo being other than in international waters? .. 
Congressman N edzi: Has there been any charge that the Pueblo was 
not in international waters? 

Congressman Casey of Texas: Mr. President, the question that 
is in my mind that if diplomacy fails are we going to write these 
men off as we did the men in Vietnam, etc. I have no question about 
our right to be where we were. You have stated and I have stated 
repeatedly your observations about our right to be there. However, 
the thing in my mind is what do we do abo-ut the men. 

Congressman Casey: I just didn't want to go out of here with the 
idea that this was a slow sell to write off these men, and give them up. 

Congresman Casey: The alternatives you talked about appear to be 
no alternatives. 

Senator Pell: I agree with the thrust of our policy in Vietnam. I 
want to say you have my own complete support of your policy on 
the Pueblo incident, some of my own people are coming around to this 
view. I wonder if Secretary Rusk has given any thought to declassifying 
the orders that are given to the ships 1 commanders. I think this would 
clarify many things to the public. 

Senator Pell: We read the complete set of orders and there didn't 
seem to be anything damaging inthem. 

Congressman Gallagher of New Jersey: I would like to say that as 
one member of the Foreign Affairs Committee we are deeply grateful 
to you for taking time out to bring us up to date. 

Senator Cannon of Nevada: What are the facts about the alleged 

defection of the Captain? 





