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SCENARIO FOR MEETING WITH CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS

Friday, August 23, 1968 - Cabinet Room

President makes opening remarks,
Richard Helms,

Leonard Marks,

Secretary Rusk,

Ambassador George Ball,
Secretary Clifford.,

General Wheeler,

General Westmoreland.
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Thursday, August 22, 1968
3:40 p.m.

Mr., President: 7

I asked for this appraisal from
Dick Helms of a rather suspicious
message. Here are the facts and his
relatively reassuring judgment.
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Friday, Aug. 23, 1968
11:30 a. m, /
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MR, PRESIDENT:  \ \!
I have attached to the notes for the

1:00 p, m, meeting a summary of Gen.

Abrams' response to your questions.

Herewith the full text of the ou%oing

and incoming,
4/
W@a@d Rostow

Attachments$s
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VIA CAS CHANNELS

FROM WALT ROSTOW TO GENERAL ABRAMS LITERALLY EYES ONLY

The President wishes to know urgently your personal best answer to -
the following questions:

1. What is the effect of our current bombing operations in North
Vietnam?

2. What would be the military effect of a cessation of that bombing?

3. Since March 31 what is the average number of trucks destroyed
and trucks damaged per week? What is the average nur;lber of trucks
sighted in the Panhandle per week? We are aware of the difficulties, but
what is your best estimate of the total number of trucks (sighted and
unsighted) that flow through the Panhandle each week and the proportion
of this total that we are now getting?

4. What is the estimate of military casualties we inflict on the enemy
each week in the bombing of North Vietnam?

5. Is there any possibility of your providing for the President even
an approximate estimate of the additional casualties we would take if we
stopped the bombing of North Vietnam?

New subject: President also believes you should make sure that TV

ey
cameras and press cover to the maximum possible theAda'mage being done
by the enemy in the new wave of rocket attacks on Saigon, the Delta, and

elsewhere.

DECLASSIFIED —SEERET
Authority Nt g5-03>
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To-PSEEREST MAC 11489 EYES OVLY SECTION ONE OF TwO

THE QUESTIONS YOy HAVE POSED COME AT A VERY INP CRTANT

"IME. WE ARE CONVINCED THAT THE ENEWY MAS DETERMINED
T0 MAXE, OVER THE )EXT DAYS AND WEEKS, THE MAXKINUY . . o
"ILITARY EFFORT OF WHICH HE IS CAPABLE AT THIS TIME. K N
'CCAUSE ‘THE BO“BING OVER THE NORTH VIETNAMESE PaAlN- '

ANDLE IS5 SO LINXED TO THE MILITARY EFFCRT HE CAN JAKE

TM SOUTH VIETNAM, I AW MAPPY THAT YOU HAVE POSED THE
~yESTIONS AND THAT.I CaN ADDRESS THEM NOw,
JESTICH 13 WHAT IS THE EFFECT OF OQuR CURRENT BOUBING
JPERATIONS IN NORTH VIETNANZ . . :
JTVERAL EFFECTS aRE OF IMPORTANCE. ONE IS THE Dasraucrxou b A |
JF MATERIEL ITSELF, ¥E BELIEVE WE ARE NOy DESTROYING - v hiiEes
)R DANAGING APPR OXINATELY 15 PER CENT OF THE TRUCKS BELIEVED = . .-~ "fiu &
"0 BE MOVING INTO SOyTH VIETNAM. TRIS AMOUNTS TO AN 5 A 1< o
\VERAGE OF S8 TRUCKS PER WEEXe SECOND, A:D OF GREATER R LR R T
{%PORTANCE, IS THE REDUCTION WE HAVE CAUSED IN THE

'UMBER OF TRUCKS MOVING, WHILE OTHER FACTORS MAY ALSO - ¥ un g
= AT YORK, IT IS OUR CONVICTION THAT THE AIR INTERDICTION . i s
«ocﬁnw I THE NORTH VIETHAM PANHANDLE HAS BEEN THE i o8
RIMARY AGENT wHICH HAS REDUCED TRUCKS DETECTED FROY . =y
© LEVEL OF 1200 A DAY IN ¥ID JuLY TO SETWEEN 158 AND 282 -
. DAY AT THZ PRESENT TINE. A THIRD EFFECT IS TO PREVENT
THE EHENY “xzm MASSING ARTILLERY AND AIR DEFENSE MEANS
™ THE AREA TO THE NCRTH OF THE D¥Z FRQN YHICH THEY CAN

ATTACX OUR FORCES. FURTHER, WE INTERFERE WITH HIS
.2ILITY TO CONCENTRATE FORCES AND SUPPLIES FOR SUDDEN %
TTACKS THROuGH THE D#Z AGAINST CyR UNITS. THERE ARE,
7 COURSE; OTHER EFFECTS SUCH AS PINNING DCyi MANY
"40USANDS OF ESSENTIAL AIR DEFEN . AND LOC SYPPCRT N
‘ORCES. ° : : . LT |
DECLASSIFIED ) v
4 FROM QUICK COP
Authority N3 5-0f XEROX F -

O e NABS.DauLLtii;éii




SUESTION 24 VHAT WOULD B2 THE HILITARY EFFECT OF A

SESSATICH OF THE BOSBING?

\GAIY, THERE ARE SEVERAL INPORTANT EFFECTS. FIRST,
JILITARY MATERIEL CAUCH OF IT POL AND AMMUNITION, AS I
TIRES AND SECONDARY EXPLOSIONS TESTIFY) WOuLD BE ABLE G
TO REACH THE DHZ OR THE BORDERS OF LAOS UNIMPEDED.

JE BELIEVE THE CURRENTIATTRITION FROM TRUCX DESTRUCTION
ALONE, NOT TO MENTION TRUCK PARK STORAGE AREAS, IS5
RUNNING 'SEVERAL HUMDRED TONS PER DAY ON THE AVERAGE

IN THE NYN PANHANDLE. SECOMD, THE TRUCK FLOy COpLD

3£ EXPECTED TO RETURN TO A LEVEL GF 1,823 A DAY OR -

TYEN HIGHER WITHIN AS LITTLE AS A WEEX. IF VE TAKE

AVERAGE TRUCK LOADING AT 3 1/2 TONS; WE ARE TALXING

AB0UT ‘AN INCREASE, REPEAT INCREASE, IN SOyTHYARD MOVE-
“SNT WHICH COULD AUOUNT TO 1,508 TONS PER DAY OR MORE,
NEXT, THE ENEMY WOULD BE AELE TO #ASS ARTILLERY, AIR
DIFENSE WEANS, AND GROUND UNITS FREELY NORTH OF THE

D¥Z FOR USE AGAINST OyR FORCES. ME COULD DEPLOY HIS

AIR FORCE INTO AREAS NORTH OF 17 DEGREES FROM wHICH TO
TAREATEN OR ATTACK Q)R FORCES AND INSTALLATIONS -
THROYGHOUT MHCH OF SOyTH VIETNAM, HE WOULD BE ABLE

TO REOPEN HIS RAILROAD aS FAR SOUTH AS VINH AND
SUBSEQUENTLY TO DONG HOI. ME WOULD THEREBY FREE ’
ADDITIONAL NUMBERS OF TRUCKS TO SUPPORTIHIS FORGCES

iN THE SOUTH. FINALLY, FREED FROW. INTERDICTION NORTH

OF 17 DEGREES, THE ENSHY COULD MOVE REINFORCEHENTS

I3 THE D¥Z BY TRUCK OR RAIL THUS DRASTICALLY SHORTENING .. .
TRANSIT TINE. | -

35S0 NOTE: DELIVER xnmsnzATzLY TO MR- ROST STOws GEN wH'ELaP’AHD ADX
¥CCAIN: DELIVER nunxue DUTY HOu?s TO &N snog» AND Aas BUNKER °
538 :

Re
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QUESTION 3~
SINCE MARCH 31 'dHAT IS THE AVER AGE NU’*}BER OF TRUC‘(S
JESTROYED AND TRUCKS DAMAGED PER YEEX? WHAT IS THE
AVERAGE. NUMBER OF TRUCXS SIGHIED IN THE PANHANDLE PER
YEEK? WE ARE AWARE OF THE DIFFICULTIES, BuT $HAT IS
YOUR BEST ESTINATE OF THE TOTAL RUYBER OF TRUCKS ¢ SIGHTED
AMND UNSIGHTED) THAT FLOy THROuUGH THE PANHANDLE EACH 9EEX
AJD THE PROPORTICN-OF THIS TOTAL THAT WE ARE NOy GETTING?
4S INDICATED ABOVE, WE ARE CURRENTLY AVERACGING ABOuT 58
TRUCKS DESTRGYED AND DAMAGED PER WEEKXK SINCE 31 MARCH.. THE
4VERAGE NUMBER OF TRUCXS DETECTED IN THE PANHANDLE PER
JEEX 'HAS BEEN 1390, OyR BEST ESTIMATE OF TOTAL NUMEER
FLCYING INTO THE PANHANDLE EACH WEEXK DURING THAT PERICD
1S 629¢ WE ESTIMATE THAT YWE ARE DESTROYING OR
DAMAGING 15 PER CENT OF THESE, I wOnLD LIKE TO E”!PHASIZL
AOWEVER THAT, AS IMDICATED ABOVE, WE BELIEVE THE MAJCR
IMPACT OF OUR BOMBING EFFORT 1S FOyND IN THE REDUCTION OF
TRUCK FLOW, RATHER THAN IN THE Nmams ACTUALLY DESTROYED.V
QUESTION 43 WHAT IS THE ESTIMATE OF MILITARY =
CASUALTIES WE INFLICT ON THE ENEM? "ACH WEEY IN THE ,
30MBING OF NORTH VIETDAW? -~

THE #ILITARY CASUALTIES RESULTINB FRD&E GUR BO"!E-
ING EFFORTS ARE OBVIOUSLY EXTREMELY DIFFICULT TO
ZSTIMATE WITH ANY CONFIDENCEs DESTROYED AND DAMAGED
TRUCKS PROBABLY ACCOUNT FOR EFME 280 CASUALTIES ( Kia
urD VIA WEEHLY. ALSO, NEARLY ONE-HALF OF THE 235

EEXLY ROAD INTERDICTIONS WE ARE AVERAGING OCCUR AT
*!ICHT YHEN RCAD CREYS ARE PRESENT. THERE ARE UNDOUBTED-
LY SUBSTANTIAL CASUALTIES A#CNG ROAD REPAIR/MAINTEHANCE
CRE¥S AND ALSO AMONG AIR DEFENSE CREWS, .ByT ANY ESTIMATE
“ZLD BEZ EXTREMELY SPECULATIVE. A FIGURE OF 5 TO 18 w
THOUSAND PER YONTH DOES NOT SEEN INREASOHAELE.
HOWEVER , “MILITARY CASUALTIES IN NORTH VIETNAM aRE NOT,
IN ¥BY JUDGMENT, THE #MOST SIGNIFICANT YEASURE OF THE -
ZFFECTIVENESS OF OuR BOMBINGXE AS INDICATED ABOVE, ITS
7AJOR EFFECTS LIE IN REDYCING THE YEIGHT OF’ EFFO?T THAT
Cati EE DIRSCTED AGAINST OnR FORCES. 1
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QUESTION 5. IS THERE ANY POSSIBILITY OF YOIR PROVIDING

FOR THE PRESIDENT EVEN AN APPROXIMATE ESTIYATE OF

THE ADDITIONAL CASUALTIES WE WUULD TAXE IF UE STOPPED

THE 3BOMBING OF NORTH VEIETNAM?

JURING THE PERIOD NAY THROUGH JULY THIS YEAR WE

HAVE BEEN SUSTAINING IN THE FIGHTING IN I CORPS LOSSES

ANCUNTING TO AN AVERAGE OF 242 XILLED IN ACTION EACH i R g

'JEEK. APPROXIMATELY 72 PERCENT OF THESE HAVE EEEN : ' i
»Se THE INTENSITY OK ENEMY ACTION, I,E. THE SCALE 1 ' gosie

AND DURATION OF COMBAT IN wHICH 815 UNITS ARE INVOLVED, | ' R T

IS A DIRZOF DETERMINANT OF THE MAGNITUDE OF OUR LOSSKS. : TR <

ASSU%ING THAT THE AFD CTION-OF BOWMBING wOULD BE : e Edaaa 0 gl aS

REFLECTED IN A SEVERAL-FOLD INCREASE IN HIS LQGISTIC B o ol :
CAPABILITY TO SUPPORT TOYBAT, aND IN THE INTENSITY 0 R BN Sl
OF COMEAT, WE WOuLD HAVE TO EXPECT A SEVERAL-FCLD .~ ; I YR
INCREASE IN UsS. AND ALLIED CASUALTIES IN I CORPS. FE e
¥ITH THE BOMBING AUTHORITY NOy- IM EFFECT, I Al I S et
ABLE WITH FORCES AVAILABLE TO LIMIT THE ENE#Y‘S ' g P
CAPABILITY IN SOyTH VIETNAM BY INTERDICTING HIS ROADS - o
AND DESTROYING SUBSTANTIAL ANMOUNTS OF HIS MUNITIONS ' -
AND SyYPPLIES BEFCRE TMEY REACH SOuUTH VIETHAM. IN 23 .4
ADBITION, I AN ABLE TO SUPPRESS HIS ARTILLERY AND AIR
JEZFZNSE. NORTH OF THE BEN HAI 50 THAT OyR POSITIONS i
'UST SOUTH OF THE DMZ ARE SECURE. IF THE BOMBING IN . il
“ORTH VIETNAM NOW AUTHORIZED WERE TO BE SUSPENDED, . SRR S
THE EMNEXY, IN 13 DAYS IO TyO WEEKS, COuLD DEVELOP A ;
CAPABILITY IN THE DMZ AREA IN TERWS OF SCALE, INTENSITY
AND DURATION OF COWBAT ON THE ORDER OF FIVE TIMES yHaT
1E NCW HASS. IF HE SHOuULD DEVELOP THIS, IT wOuLd, IN AY
1HIDGAENT, MAYE OnR POSITIONS .IN NORTHERN QuaANG TRI - -
(TO INCLUDE DONG HA AND THE Cua VIET) UNTENAELE. I
JA&ﬂOT AGREE TO PLACE OUR FORCES AT THE RISX YHICH THE
INEMY"S CAPABILITY WOnLD THEN’POSE-

550 NOTE: DELIVER IMHE DIATELY TO MR ROSTOy, GEN WHEELER AND ADﬂ
iCCAIN? DELIVER DURING DUTY HOURS TO GEN BROQN AND AMS BUNKER i
28 LA R 3 - :

-
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Foreign crises must be met swiftly but with wisdom. A misstep in Cyprus, arash —

» moment in Korea, or a careless word on the hot line can condemn mankind to the final ;
'tragedy his science now permits. We have to be ever vigilant in our dealings with other
" nations and particularly Communist nations.



MEMORANDUM INFORMATION

: THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

(
o8 August 22, 1968 j
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C S
Mr. President,
Congressional comments on the first day of the Czech occupation included

the following comments from Press accounts. All except Senator McCarthy
treated the events as a very serious and highly deplorable matter.

DEMOCRATS

Senator Eugene McCarthy

-- "I do not see this as a major world crisis,"

-- "There is little the U.S. could have done."

-- Calling an NSC meeting was "'out of proportion'' to events,

-- "If you want to play games at the U, N., go ahead."

-- Vietnam, Dominican Republic and Bay of Pigs make it ""Harder for us to
raise serious moral and diplomatic protests. We certainly could not use
force in view of President Johnson's recent statement on the bombing of
North Vietnam,"

Senator George McGovern

-- "I view this as a serious matter."
-- ""The United States is certainly not going to get involved in this matter."
-~ ""The United Nations ought to be the forum where these things are settled."
-- Because of Vietnam '"our capacity to protest the Soviet intervention
is weakened. "
-- The occupation reflects '"fundamental division in the Red Bloc,' but the
'""force of nationalism' will in long run prevail.

Senator Edward Kennedy

-- ""The entry of Russian troops in Czechoslovakia is a retrogression into
an age we had all hoped was passed. I will not comment in detail, but
these events are an affront to decency and especially to the brave people

who have demonstrated that they seek to be independent of the Soviet
Union, "

21,



Senator Thomas Dodd

""The Soviet military occupation of Czechoslovakia is an act of infamy
which will go down in history with the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor.

I hope that the tragedy in Czechoslovakia will be a lesson to those who
have urged appeasement or conciliation on Communism in Europe, in
Vietnam, in Latin America and throughout the world, or who have
engaged in pipedreams about a softening in Soviet policies."

U.S. should invoke an emergency session of the U.N. General Assembly.

Senator William Fulbright

""A very tragic development' which in the long run ''will prove to be a great
mistake on the part of the Russians.'" Shows ''that communism as such --
the Russian variety at least -- does not appeal to the Czechs."

- Fulbright has offered no advice on U.S. course of action. '"It's too new."

Senator Mike Mansfield

-- "There is nothing that the U.S. can do. Our over-involvement in Viet-

nam would prevent us from doing anything even if there was anything we
could do -- which we cannot at this time."

'All the United Nations can do is to debate and deplore the situation...'

Senator Wayne Morse

'""...demonstrated again that a totalitarian state fears freedom of expres-

sion more than it fears anything else... The Communist parties of
Russia, Poland, East Germany and Bulgaria knew that their own doctrin-

aire way of life could not withstand freedom of expression, should it prove
contagious."

Senator William Proxmire

'""The invasion means higher taxes for Americans. Now the defense budget
could be higher than ever, U

"Any prospect for reducing American troops in Western Europe is now
gone for the indefinite future. The prospect of an additional, expensive
U.S. buildup in Europe seems very real."

Senator Ralph Yarborough

-- "We are weak over the rest of the world because we have all of our forces

pinned down in Southeast Asia."
- The Czech events raised 'a very definite possibility" that President
Johnson might re-enter the Presidential contest.



REPUBLICANS

Senator George Aiken

-- "Some of the Eastern European nations have been trying to get out from
under Russian domination for a long time. Unfortunately, the U.S. has
not given them any encouragement, but apparently will go along with
whatever Russia wants to do there. It's disgusting."

-- The Russian invasion was not fully unexpected.

Senator Frank Carlson

-- The situation is ""extremely grave with far-reaching implications. The
intrusion of foreign troops into that country proves once again the founda-
tion upon which we had hoped to build better East West relations is
merely a Communist facade. What they really mean is peaceful coexist-
ence on their terms only,"

-- ""The reversion to the strong-arm police-state tactics similar to the
Hungarian revolt is a brutal shock to the hopes and desires of citizens
throughout Europe."

Representative Paul Findley

-- The NATO Council should be convened immediately and U.S. ratification
of the Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty should be suspended indefinitely.
-- U.N. Security Council should be called quickly.

Representative Gerald Ford

-- The sympathies of all Americans '"are with the freedom-loving Czechs
so crudely suppressed by Soviet military might, but the U.S. should not
become involved in this Communist family fight."

-- Soviet invasion is ''a clear violation of Czech sovereignty,' but U.S.
should ""move with extreme caution in this situation."

-- Soviet Union should be required to explain its actions before the United
Nations.

Senator Thomas Kuchel

-- ""Brutal Soviet aggression against a liberal neighbor'" poses ''a grave
warning to the Atlantic Alliance nations' -- '"the flames could easily spread."
-- ""A terrible blow to our prayers for a durable peace. The entire world
has a vital stake in this tragedy. Therefore there is an urgent need to
convene the U.N. Security Council at once."



Senator Jack Miller

-- The Senate should seriously consider postponing ratification with Russia
of the pending non-proliferation treaty.

-- "This resort to the same type of naked military power as was used in
Hungary clearly demonstrates that the leaders of the Soviet Union have
not changed their philosophy or strategy."

Representative William Minshall

-- "', .greatly disturbed by the apparent failure of our intelligence services
to provide our government with any advance notice of the invasion,"

-- Called for an immediate emergency meeting of the House Defense Appro-
priations Subcommittee with Pentagon and State Department officials to
consider what can be done ''to shape up and sharpen up our intelligence
agencies both in the military and the CIA?"

Senator Strom Thurmond

-- "Demonstrates once again, as did the murder of Hungarian citizens in
the 1950's, that Soviet Communism is the same under Soviet Party
Chief Brezhnev as it was under the tyrannical dictatorship of Khrushchev
and Stalin., -- There is once again blood on the Iron Curtain and another
nation's death piled on the debris of history which cries for strong
foreign policy leadership from America.'" The goals of world comu-
nism remain ''totalitarian, monolithic, expansionistic and dependent
upon military power and brute force to exercise its will."

Representative Bob Wilson

-- The Russians '"have reverted to their true colors."

s



MEMORANDUM
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Friday, August 23,,1968
F

/0 6/9
Mr. President:

The day before yesterday the city of Saigon received about
20 rocket rounds. Of these, some 15 impacted in the east central portion
of the city. The Government Assembly Building was hit by two rounds.
Five rounds struck in the Cholon section, Initial reports indicate 17 persons
were killed and 69 wounded.

Beginning at noon, Washington time, yesterday the Danang Airbase
and Marble Mountain facilities came under ground and artillery attack.
Unsuccessful attempts were made to 'liberate' a prisoner of war compound.

US casualties were 16 killed and 125 wounded. Enemy casualties were 32
killed. .

A company size enemy unit has continued the battle three kilometers
south of Danang at the Cam Le Bridge. The action continued through the
daylight hours and heavy casualties are expected.

()
' )\/L{)/‘*’\
’VW. W. Rostow

]"r“]vz.

Authority VMLl § 5- g

Vi e |

=
o "() I - //'.&' A

ke 4

-

¥



Summary of Gen. Abrams' Views

What is the effect of our current bombing operations in North Vietnam ?

First, we believe we are now destroying or damaging approximately
15% of the trucks believed to be moving into South Vietnam,., This amounts
to an average of 90 trucks per week,

Second, it is our conviction that the air interdiction program in the
North Vietnam panhandle has been the primary agent which has reduced
trucks detected from a level of 1000 a day in mid-July to between 150
and 200 a day at the present,

A third effect is to prevent the enemy from massing artillery and air
defense means in the area to the north of the DMZ from which they can
attack our forces, Further, we interfere with his ability to concentrate
forces and supplies for sudden attacks through the DMZ against our units,

What would be the military effect of a cessation of that bombing ?

First, military materiel would be able to reach the DMZ or the borders
of Laos unimpeded. We believe the current attrition from truck destruction
alone, not to mention truck park storage areas, is running several hundred
tons per day on the average in the NVN panhandle, The truck flow could be
expected to return to a level of 1,000 a day or even higher within as little
as a week, If we take average truck loading at 3-1/2 tons, we are talking
about an increase, repeat increase, in southward movement which could
amount to 1,500 tons per day or more, Next, the enemy would be able
to mass artillery, air defense means, and ground units freely north of the
DMZ for use against our forces., Finally, freed from interdiction north
of 17 degrees, the enemy could move reinforcements to the DMZ by truck
or rail, thus drastically shortening transit time.

Is there any possibility of your providing even an approximate estimate of
the additional casualties we would take if we stopped the bombing of North Vietnam ?

We would have to expect a several-fold increase in U, S, and allied casualties
in the First Corps. With the bombing authority now in effect, I am able with
forces available to limit the enemy's capability in South Vietnam by interdicting
his roads and destroying substantial amounts of his munitions and supplies
before they reach South Vietnam, In addition, I am able to suppress his
artillery and air defense north of the Ben Hai so that our positions just south
of the DMZ are secure. If the bombing in North Vietnam now authorized were



a2

to be suspended, the enemy, in 10 days to two weeks, could develop a
capability in the DMZ area in terms of scale, intensity and duration of
combat on the order of five times what he now has, If he should develop
this, it would, in my judgment, make our positions in northern Quang Tri
(to include Dong Ha and the Cua Viet) untenable. I cannot agree to place
our forces at the risk which the enemy's capability would then pose.



MEMORANDUM }2

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Friday, August 23, 1968 -- 11:00 a.m.

Mr, President:

Herewith a proposed opening statement by the President for the
Leadership meeting at 1:00 p.m, today, and a proposed agenda to follow.

1, Statement by the President,

I have asked you to meet with us today because I believe our
political leaders should know what the world looks like, We are conducting
our political campaign and these matters must be discussed; but they should
be discussed against a background of knowledge.

The Czech crisis in all its ramifications and situations in South-
East Asia and the Middle East add up to one of the major moments of inter-
national crisis since 1945, .. calling for alertness and calm, confidence and
national unity. '
-- There is the unresolved crisis in Czechoslovakia itself
with consequences that none of us can fully now predict;

-- There are the implications in the crisis for the posture
of NATO;

-- There is great anxiety in Rumania and partial mobilization;
Navy
--theCubans and/lqloerth Koreanfj/have gone on a military alert
posture, probably out of anxiety that, with the Soviet Union distracted,
we might move against them;

-- Military activity in South Vietnam is building up with every
indication from intelligence that we shall have very heavy fighting
in the weeks ahead;

-- The Middle East situation remains unresolved, with Arab
terrorists and Israeli counter blows continuing to make that part
of the world potentially explosive;

-~ There is an interruption -- for how long none of us can
now predict -- of constructive movement between East and West
in Europe and between the United States and the Soviet Union, at
a time when we vere about to come to grips with the great issue of

the strategic arms race and possibilities of containing it,
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I have no new policies to lay before you today. These are fast-
moving events which we shall be weighing carefully and assessing before
we make any new decisions about our own policy and action, But I did
think it important and right that we should share with you our information on
the international scene, After the briefing is completed, we shall answer
your questions as best we can; and receive any suggestions or observations
you may care to make.

I think it best if we proceed by major areas of the world, We
might begin with Europe and then go to Southeast Asia and, finally, have a
few words on the Middle East.

2, Europe, (The President)

With respect to Europe: First, Director Helms will tell us
what we knew and did not know about Soviet intentions before they moved
into Czechoslovakia, Then Mr, Marks will give us a brief picture of the
world reaction to the Soviet move, Secretary Rusk will analyze the events
in Czechoslovakia and we shall also have Ambassador Thompson's evaluation
of Soviet motives and objectives there, Ambassador Ball will tell us what
has been going on in New York and what the prospects are at the United
Nations for further debate and action, Finally, I want Secretary Clifford
and General Wheeler to explain to us the military implications of the crisis,
including its implications for our posture in NATO, as they see it.

Secretary Rusk
Director Helms
Director Marks
Ambassador Thompson
Ambassador Ball
Secretary Clifford
General Wheeler

3. Southeast Asia, (The President)

As you know, military activity has increased in recent days in
Vietnam and all our intelligence indicators suggest that we face heavy
fighting in the weeks ahead. I should first like General Westmoreland to
give us his evaluation of the latest reports coming from General Abrams
in Saigon, Then I shall call on Secretary Rusk briefly to describe the
political evolution of the new government there and the state of the Paris
talks, Finally, Secretary Clifford will tell us about the South Vietname se
mobilization of the armed forces, our modernization program, and the
performance in the field of the ARVN in recent days,

General Westmoreland
Secretary Rusk
Secretary Clifford
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It may interest you that I put to General Abrams yesterday
a series of searching questions about the military effects of the bombing
we are doing against North Vietnam, He replied this morning at great
length, Here are the questions I put and a summary of his answers in
his own words, (Summary attached for the President to read.)

It is against the background of this and other military evaluations
that we have had to insist on some reciprocity for a total bombing cessation
and have attached such importance to the de-militarization of the DMZ in
our contacts in Paris, You can also see, from General Abrams' assess-
ment, some strictly military reasons Hanoi would wish to press us hard
for a total bombing cessation,

4, Middle East, (The President)

As you know, I have always regarded the potential danger in
the Middle East as at least as great -- if not greater -- than in Southeast
Asia, because of the potentiality of a U, S, -Soviet direct confrontation,

We had a good, strong smell of that confrontation in the war of last June.
Therefore, I shall ask Secretary Rusk to give us his evaluation of where
the Middle East now stands and what the prospects are -- if any -- for
forward movement towards peace in the weeks ahead, including especially
the meeting of the General Assembly in September when the Foreign
Ministers will all be present in New York City, as well as Ambassador
Jarring,

w Q&ostow



Ol STATZMINT 3Y AM3ASSADOR 3EZ0RGE ¥W.e 3ALL, ITHD STﬁ i

REPRCZESENTATIVE TO THE UNITED NATIOHS, IN THE SECURITY COUGCIL,

e e e S s e e Ee Ge T Ge Gs Su R G Se S Ge e e wn U ST G B 4P e U e G G R Ch P e Ge B W e Gh W Gh SO G AT GO G ar G e SR R Gm e G PO AR G en D e = w

THz STATEMENTS READ HZRE JUST #0% 3Y THE ACTING FERMANENT

..“

REPIZSINTATIVE COF CZICHOSLOVAKIA, THI STATZMENTS OF THZ AUTHIRITA-

TIYE LEZADERE AXD OFGANS OF THL COVEZNMZIAT. OF CZEZCHOCZLOVAKIA

—r

SPTAY MO¥ TLOJUTSTLY THAY CA¥ ANY OF US OF TYS SITUATION THAT ‘
IXISTS THZRE A%D OF THE ¥EED FOR TMIS COUHCIL T0 TAKE APPACPRIATE
ACTION TD TRY TO BRING A20UT A RETURN TO A CONDITIO! OF PEZACS AND

T8 RIDRESS S0 FAR 25 ¥WE CAN THE VIOLATIOMNS OF TXk CHAZTER WHICH

HAVI OCCU3IRED. THEY MAXT CLIAS YORT ELOGUEZNTLY ALSO THAW AJY

OF U3--THIY MAKC CLZAR 3IY0YD AYY ISUNDEASTANDING THE CYYICISY
ANT THE FZAFIDY THAT SUAROUIDID THI SUEAXK MILITARY ATTACK wHICM

S THE SUZJECT OF OUR PROCEININGS HEZE TMIS EVENING, FOR UE MNIIT
NERZ 05 A GRIM AND ASXIOUS MIMIIT.

[v5]

R TY

- ey A Kiemseumnty



ALL TOO 9O

J
GRCATMESS AND TRAGEZY,., OMNCE AGALM

ACT IS THAT UNSFORTUUATE
SYWSOL OF THE PRINCIPLE OF

THZI HAMZ CZECHOSLOVAZIA

FLACE IN THZ AFFECTIONS OF

IT SZJT MANY JF ITS SO¥S TO
W0ALD WAz IT WAS PIESINZAT
SYUPPOST TO THE AS
PZOPLES FOn LSDEPENDINCE Al
HIZVES IT. wITY LOVIRS 0
AMZRICAHS REJOICIS YHEN THZ
OF CZZCHOSLOVAXIA AS A NEW

DID WeE THEN X

w

21 LITILE
FIRST
PAESSURE OF HITLEA, LEADING
CZZCHOSLOVAK
81 OF

THe HOLJCAU 40RLD VAR

J = &}
THE!,

A0 BIVE Hi GUARANTZIZE

HAT I2:8 CHARGER, JEY PRESSL

CUARTZY . & CAMPAL

TEIGHSORS, ONCE AGAILH

JF ZUR0PZ~--THAT HISTORY=-HALNTZD

N TA

FOLLOWIAG T”AT AR

Ficw A8 HISTORYy A BMALL

THIS HAS LAPPEVED
HZARTLAND OF

THE WICTIY OF THIG "“I"ITI»u

WHOSE ®AME WAS OMNCE THE SHIRIAS

EAMINATION, CZECHOSBLOVAKIA.

GENERATIONS HELD A SPICIAL

HAS FOX

AMZRICAN PEOPLZI. 0T ClLY “AS

0UR SHORES, ZUT, DUAIfG THE FIAST

W00 W ILS0I UHO

PITATIONS OF THE CZECH ARD SLOVAX

ALL TOD 3RIZF A TIME-~THEY

Lyme s oadit

7 FEEZJOM THROUGHOUT THE WOILD,

PEACE SETTLZ™MZNT AFFIRMED THE CREATIOX

RZPUZLIC,

-

d0u ?HAT T2ASIC DAYS LAY I STOGE

CAME THE SUSVERSION AJdD MILITARY

TO THZ PARTITION AND RUTHLESS

Ia IM 1933 AND 1933--4FD FIMALLY T2

il
HIGH HOPZZ THAT THE

WHEN

MTid HAD

ONCE AGALIN BE HESTORED TO IHDEPEIDLLEE

e o




MOSCOu LD TO THE OVEZTHROW, OF .-THE FRZII GIVERNMZIAT OF CZECHCILOVAY

!)

SFOAME

(,J

FREZEDO! WAS BAWISHZD AS THE HATION WAS THAN INTO WHAT HAS
COMZI TO 3% KNOwd, IN THEZ UP3IDZ-DO0wH VOCASULARY OF COMMUNISH,

AS A "PZOPLE;S EMOCRACY.™ N0 OuE WHO LIVED THROUGH THAT PERIGD
CAN FORGET THE SIMISTZIR CHILL OF THE SUDDEN DEATH IH ]94% OF

THZ DISTINGUISYID AND 3ELOVED CZZCH FOREIGY MINISTZR, JAYN MASAIYW.

IS & LITTLE IRONIC THAT OMNLY IN RECENT WEEKS, WHEN FREEDO™ 2NCE

)

AGATIY

[€F]
|

AN TO REFLECT ITSELF I& THE CZZCHOSLOVAK PARESS, HAS
THERZ APPEARED FOi THE FIRST TIME WITHIN THAT COLHTRY PUZSLISHED
ZVIDEWNCZ THAT JAN MASARYX WAS ™M .D*{ED.

THUS CZECHOSLOVAKIA, W=Z3GED SZTJEEN MORE POWERFUL STATES, HAS
3EEN THE VICTINM OF TwO FORTIGN TYRAANIES IN SUCCESS5I0N: FIAST
THAT OF HITLER AND THIN THAT OF THE SOVIET UMNIO®. HITLER'S

OPPRE£551I0:, SAVAGZ THOUGH IT wWAS, LAST:=D FCX THE COMPARATIVILY

A

BRIEF SPAl OF SZVEY YZA@S AND ENDED WITH THE DOWNFALL OF THE
TYIANT HIMSELF. 3UT THE SOVIZIT TYRANMNY THAT FOLLC%ZD HAS LASTZE
FROM 1343 TO THE PRESZNT TUENTY YZARS. AND IN THIS YEZAR,

1353, WwHZ.J AT LAST THZ RNATIOHAL SPIRIT CF THE CZECHOSLOVAA PiOPLE
SZGAHN TO FLAMZ ANZW, THe WORLD WAITID THROUGH ANXIOUS WEEKS TO
SEEZ WHZTHER THESE Fe4 MCODIST MANIFEZSTATIOHS OF FREZoO0M COULZ 28
ACCZIPTZD IN MOSCOW. NOW WE KHOY THE ANSWER, WHICH IS WRITTEX
8OT IN wO3DS ZUT Id THEI STRESTS OF PRAGUZ 2Y THE TREADRS OF

SOVIZT TAIKS FOs ALL THZ WORL2 TO RE£AD.

—
-

LaMe<TASLY, M, PRE3IO=3T, THIS IS5 0T THE FIRST TIME THAT

SZICURITY COUSCIL HA3Z Z2Z:zZo O3LIGEZD TO CONSIDER AN ACT OF

'1

l"x

2 FORCE 3

J>
(%)
[
-]
i by
I
[47]
Q
<<
—i
L=1
-
C

Py
(1)
T
L )
I»—c
U
—
>
-1
>
ir
w
]
1>
-}
i

—

b
\

i

ediidPL, IV 195§ THL PIOPLL OF HMEAGALY 3SOUGRT TO LOOZEY THE

-y

s - ——————— A - — £ OO



0Hg BE GIVEANEZD gY THE RULE OF RAlx FOSCE AGD OF RIGLD

e
o
Y
—
i~

CaL CONFQINITY--03 ®ILL THEY BE GOVIRELD 3Y ZULEZS OF Fal:

bt
t.J
53]
\-)

{9
(4]
=

PLAY AND TOLERANCE WHICH FI1¥D THEIZ PIEGHIST EXPRESSION IY Tu:
U<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>