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IETING IN 737 CABINAT ROCH, Ocbtover 31, 1968

lseting started at 6:40 p.m., when the Ivesident enterad. lBetin:
‘ p o
ended at S:ul Deu.

Sroudley Siith will have & 1list of shose in autendarce,

The following are based on the combined notes of Larry —evinson,
Bob Hardesiy and Harry Middleton

The President was attired in a grey suit and grey tie. He spoke in =2
voice that seemed hoarse, His delivery was rapid and dusiness=iile.

He stated:s

3

Ve are ready to announce that We are going to stop bozbing Jorth Vietnam.

We navealways held that cqme ncds will not be procactive unless the
Covernmznt of Vietnam is represented; unless the other side refrsins Zrom

shelling the cities; unless t re is no vi olauicm ef The DIR.
Hanoi has said that it is willinz for South Vietna. %o sit in cn the msevinss.

ife have let them know that any violation of the Di'Z will trigzer an aviack
from use

s

ct
'
n

Ve have talked with the Soviet Union and others and they understand
We will test their faith and see.

I am going on _the 2ir at 8 p.m. tonight to talk to the Nation. Junt
pefore that, + will order the bombing to stop at 8 a.m. tomorrov.

Negotiations will resume on November 6. If they are there, fine., I uot,
we will go on anyvay.

I've gotten the judgment of my advisers on this.

(Lt this point, the Presient read statements from his advisers:
Zask said to proceed on this vasis, I look to nim to guide e in forsizn
relazions. Secretary Cliffor's just as strong. lVestmoreland--—v<, Aorans,

subscrioes 100%.)

They mast respect the DiiZ and the cities, 1T 5 worth the l=st miles I'n
willingz to wake thst c‘"ance. Sl 3y advisers -mupnort &8, I you fove gny
differing cpinions, I would like Ifor ycu TO €8Y SO.
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Bunker anc Thieu are meetinz. We nope to issue a joint
we will zo ghead wiih our €vne
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was prompt and unanimcus agreement a&monz those present. ~mong the
{3 & D
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comments?® MOK® BAdbsolately~ 4Stironzs' ¥The thing to co* 4The
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right decision.')

" . s & L . 1
::::mc: who said walt a little while == you 11 zet a better
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"e re doing this to test their gccd faith.
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There will be some hard negotiating ahead.

Secretary Rusk interjected: Thers will bz some
csident: Jut this is worth a try. T

Prés Thers will no cdouct be
narzesi o in ntil

b f poiitics arise. 3ub tae next mesting won't be until “Yovermber 6.
(At <his point the press photozreshers were admitted.)

A4t the conclusion of the meeting, Welt Rostow told us (w:u;n Yvihat also
seered a.hoarse voice): This is ':,; oot sustained day and ni:-ht ellort
i've had since the Cuban missile crisis






