
July 2, 1968 

NOTES OF THE PRESIDENT'S VISIT WITH 
BILL THEIS OF HEARST, JULY 1, 1968 

This was a fifteen minute interview requested by Mr. Theis to renew 
acquaintance with the President. Theis covered Mr. Johnson on the 
Hill for many years as a reporter for INS and UPI. 

Theis commented that the President deserves "all the credit for a good 
day" (the NPT and announcement on Soviet talks). He asked if the 
President expected to get the NPT ratified at this session. The 
President said yes, that nothing could be more important than NPT. 

Asked about the prospects on the Supreme Court nominations, the 
President said it looked like about 70 votes favorable and added that 
those in the remaining 30 are going to have to live with a bad vote. 
Theis said the Republicans are on poor constitutional grounds and 
ultimately will be hurt politically. 

The President declined to discuss Senator McCarthy or other political 
questions. 

Theis asked the President to read a letter from Bob Thompson pro­
posing that the President might do some writing for Hearst papers 
after his retirement. 

k.
Geo.rge Christian 

# # # 
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July 30, 1968 

NOTES OF THE PRESIDENT'S MEETING 
WITH 

VIRGINIA PREWETT, WASHINGTON 
DAILY NEWS 
July 1S, 1968 

Miss Prewett: I have been thinking about corning in to say I am 
on your side. How did the trip to Central America go? 

The President: It was a good meeting, a good trip. I think the 
trip was worthwhile. 

(The President gave her the attached talking points). 

Miss Prewett : I thought it also added to the report on the OAS 
Association we have been pushing. We have been going a year, and 
have good things to show. It is not on a national scale yet. We hope 
to build protection for the OAS in case any future President wants to 
sweep it under the rug. But we want to reach out wider if there is 
anyone in your circle who might get involved. 

The President : I really don't work with businessmen on Latin 
American except David Rockefeller. You might talk to Torn Mann 
or Dillard Anderson. 

George Christian 

# # # # 
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f~> July 10, 1968 

Talking Points fo.f Intervlew with Virginia Prewett 

1. 	 ls there anything new on Cuba - ­

No, Castro continues to exercise Hght control over 
the i9land through his security apparatus; 

The economic situation continues to deteriorate 
slowly, now aggravated by a poor sugar crop : 

But the Sovie ts continue to put enough re sources 
in to keep Castro afloat. 

2. 	 Is there anything new on Haiti - ­

The aborted invasion of last n1onth was an ill ­
planned and ill-conceive_d operation launched by 
Haitian exiles frorn the Baharnas; 

Duvalier ha d little trouble in squelching it and 
is now in tho proce s s of trying members of the 
invasion group which \Vere not kille d in the action 
or e:>:ecuted :;fterwa1·ds. 

3. 	 Hov; does your physical integration pr<>posal fare - ­

The Boa.rd of Governors of the Bank have given 
Felipe Herrera the green light to go ahead: 

.. _ 	 The special rneeting of the lnter-Arnerlcan Econo1nic 
and Social Council hns authorized CIAP to collaborate 
at a technical level with the Bank; 

Herrera and Sanz haxe been discus sing how they should 
go about making the study; 

l l:'.m confident that the study ·will be carried forw<>..rd; 

-- My trip to Centr<i.l America has convlnced me more 
than ever of the importance of physical integration. 



4. The Central Am.er lean trip -­

You rr1ay want to use the talking points you followed 
in the C :ibinet meeting this morning to give her a 
run-down of your impressions. (Copy attached). 

SC I: ,,,,... .­
L• \I \i:•-"' 



July 30, 1968 

NOTES OF THE PRESIDENT'S 
MEETING WITH 

BEN MEYER, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

July 16, 1968 

Mr. Meyer: I thought your Central America trip was very useful. 
Luci stole the show. 

The President: (Read talking points, attached, a copy of which he 
gave to Mr. Meyer.) 

Mr. Meyer: In Latin America there is a great interest in University 
teaching. Are you going to teach? 

The President: Not as a full-time faculty member. I don't want 
to be tied to a class every morning at 8:00-a. m. I will make 
periodic appearances and I will meet with special groups constantly. 
I think you know we have one of the great Latin American collections at 
the University of Texas. 

Mr. Meyer: What is your vision of Latin America in twenty years? 

The President: I wouldn't want to try to remake Latin America in 
twenty years, but we have got solutions to problems if we have got 
the will and resources to put them in. Salvador is showing what we can 
do with educational television, with our support. We have got to meet 
basic health needs, and we have yet to find a simple, inexpensive 
type of housing. I have ordered t~at done. Latin America also has 
big problems of transportation and communications and population 
control. We have made great progress, but not fast enough. 

I hope to visit Latin America again before I go out of office and 
after I am in private life. 

George Christian 

# # # # 
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July 16, 1968 

l3riefin;; Paper for President's Meeting 

'!ith Hen 1-.foyer (AP) 

1. 	 My recent trip to Contra l America w"s designed iu part to 
drama.tl~o regional c:ooperatinn as the most import<tnt con­
temporary tool for building peace and progr~sa throughout 
the \vorld. 

2. 	 .As I IJOintcd cut ln my San Salvador statement. V.'e h:lve al· 
re;1dy learned the~c lessons r,hi:1ut reglmudhrn: 

No country h-: so la rg•~ or so :rich tl:-: t 1t cnnnot 
b"nefit from coc•pcr~tlon with ~ts n E: ighboro. 

Reglon::'.l pro~':ess m.;:iy follow rn~ny clHforent 
patt~rns and ~cbedules -- thera is lF> fixed bh~e­
print. 

Succe1.1sful rc3ionali1;m im.plfos putting az;icle dif ­
ference9 and sh~.rlnt; of cocts. 

Regl<m(l.lism thl"ives when lt includeH ~ solid 
e cono111ic basc. 

Rcglona l intstitution-bullclinz led by men of 
good\vill n11~l aound judgment c-.re vit.a.l to the 
process. 

Rcglomllisrn <' l.<io bulhl s 3. sensn of c:omnnmity 
teanl\vC>rk v.·hich is nu·in's best hope for peci.ce. 

3. 	 A look nround the world showe r1~gloual!sn-i nt work: 

In Europe, th~ Common }.larkct. 

In Afdca 1 an .E:". st Afric::ln Economic Con1munity an•l 
nn Afric=in Develcpment :Bank. 

http:import<1.nt


In Asln , Ulc Ashn Bank. the Asfan and Pacific Council, 
the Assocl<\Uon cf Southeast Ac;lan Nations, and the 
Mekong CoordinatL'lg Conm1i.ttee. 

4. 	 In the Ne~r E3nt, we htJpe tho n~tions will begin to work cm a 
region<d basis. 

5. 	 In our own he1nlsnh!;lr<;l, lhe /Hncrican. .Republics have been-	 . 
trail bl:-!ze rs in regional cooper~.tlon: 

In the 	polltlcal field, there. waa the Pan Amcdc<:'ln 
Union and its SllcccH:Sol·, the Organbatlon cf .ArrvHlc~n 
Stales. 

In the S•~curity field., th·~re i:3 the Rio Treaty \vhlch 
served a:J n t:nod~l !ot" icr;lon~t security <>.rr<lngcrncnts 
in other partr; c1f the wnrld. 

In the dc-:vcloprneat fit~ld, t 1iere i e the Alliance !or 
Pros rea!l ~nd <'.ll the nnd.11<:.q· ln'.3titutlons: CIAP, 
the lntcr-Amerlc:~n J3;rnk, LAFTA. the Cantral 
.l'.!Dericnn Conu:non ~farkot, 2.rd the Cer:ti·al J'.tner­
icnn Bank for Ecc:non1k Integration. 

6. 	 The former British c olonic:.; of the Caribbean, having foiled 
to !ollo .v through with politica.l fode1·atkn, nrc moving t(,•W:'!rd 
re~lon:dlsm on a !uncti<>11~l b ::.i .•; b: The CC'.dbb~:in .Free Trade 
As sociP tlnn ~n;: the. C:nlbbe~rn Devol..-:Jpment B<lnk. 

7. 	 Wo h~vc Cl"lI'I"\{} to re~lizc ln this hcrni~pherc th:~t ccc•nomic 
lnteg1•c,Hi:in. must be ncc<.n:np~nied by phys teal integration - .. 
that a conunon mnrkd, to function c!foctiv0ly, must have c.. 

n~t<wvork ·A tranc:iport~tion and conununic;\tionfl lhat '\\.'ill pern1lt 
r•'-pld rnovement of good!l, ccrvic~a and people. 

S. 	 Th~t is why on April 23 I prnpost~d an over?.H study of actunl 

nn<l potc~tlal physJ.cal integra.tion project., thn1ughout Ln.tin 

Americn ?..ti a first !lt~p in ncc~ler~.tin~ t"ction ln this fleld. 


http:rnoveme.nt
http:conununic<\ti.on
http:Cadbb~:.rn
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9. 	 The Central America.us have corne closest to achlevinJ ~vhat 
we hope will be the pattern for the rest o! L;.>.tin America - ­
an effective corninoil rnarket, 1.n1 incre3.sing network of 
transport anrl com.nmnica.tions, nnd n i·egional approach to 
comrnon requirements, like higher education and reseorch. 

10. 	 It was to support them In thBi:r expel'iment and to dramatize 
the concept of i-egionn.Jism that I went to San Salvador: 

( 	 Follow tv.lkint; points 01\ the Cenlral American 
Trip - copy ;i tt~ch·~d.) 

http:America.us


Talkin'.!, Points or. the Central Americ2.n Tril? 

A. ~rpose of 'the Trip 

1. 	 To show United St.~tes support fo:i; econo1-.lic lntegrati.on in 
Central Amel'ic:.i.; 

2. 	 To <lram::t tize the succ~ s s of the Centr~l American Corn­
rr1<:;:.n lktrb.~t as ?.n cxamp! ·~ for other nre2.s o! th.~ hemis­
phere <!nd work! of what can be 2.ccornplished through 
reglon?.l coop.:!ration. 

3. 	 To r;_,_ 1!~{ incrc.:i.s e d effort to expand the <1uan~ity and quality 
of education. 

1. 	 The m~cting took p1acc <;.t Cl. c:dti.c0.l tirn.c wh;;n the Cent:rd 
Amcricf.1-nS face im:;ort<?.n~ ;:uJjlrnbncnt p1·oblcms in the 
Cornnwn i'.fa rket nnd rnor.;)lf?. \Vas t;;:;ir,ging. 

2. 	 My trip to rcvlew their nc!•bverner.ts ~nd prciblcn1s wi~h 
them. and offer inc r e ::· z ,~ d US support recharg·~<l th12:ir con­
fidence and detennlna tlo n. 

3, 	 Ee.fore! ~rrhrec.1 1 th 8 V n1nd0 ~ fro.nk n:~scs~m1cd of their 
-~- ..---.--. 

~n1;L~}_:"lJ2~~;1t_~ . ·wUch ?.re imprcseive: 

almost 70:)c,~ increase in inh·aregio:aC\l trade; 

an aver<>.gc nnnua ! ~rov:th in CiNP of 6%, althQ1.1.sh 
it has sl<w:·ed dov,:n in the past 2 ye::>.rs; 

a 65'7,, inc re~\se i n inve s ttnen t; 

cffecti'le r cgionci.! in~titutions uncle: 'dyn~rnic, young 
lcz.-der. s !1b. 

http:etver?.gc
http:rrhrec.11
http:ndibverner.ts
http:lntegrati.on
http:ye::>.rs
http:althQ1.1.sh
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But, nwre ln1porto:.ntly. they also ~ea sured how much n10re 

needs to b·~ done: 

in education1 housing, health and population conti·ol; 

•I 

ill diversifying and increasing I!Xportsi 

in linking the countries with better roads and tele­
co1nm.unica tions; 

in perfcctlng the Cornrno!1 1fa.rket institutions. 

4. 	 They 2greed to redouble their efforts in these fields. 

5. 	 1.'h{.:y con!.1Y1ittcd themselves to ratify the protocol irnposing 
C'. 30% surtax on cxpol't!'.: an essential first step in the 
retldju st ~:ncnt proccs::i. 

c. lrrn:iort:'.'l.nc Follc•v1- Un 
--'----~-----.....;.._ 

1. 	 The trip c onvln~ed rnc rnoj:e than ever bcf.-n~ tlt2. t thr: ro~d to 
peace «nd proz1'e<>s Hes thro-:.tgh rcgionaliGrn zc:nd s1.<bl'egionalian. 

2. 	 Centra l Arr1erica can be rn<t<le d 1nicr ocosr:n for this process 
which will b~ :l ch?.lknge end $frnrn.lu:.; for ether a.reas to follo ·;,v . 

3. 	 I P.m impressed by th e. rnaterlal gainG I s<I.w and the human talent 
av~ila.hlc. I Stl.\V this particularly i n the educa.tion?.1 field 
symbolb;<:!d by th~ LBJ School in <'I. poor neighborhood and in 
the S::tn lludrcs Normal School wMch will house the ITV pilot 
project for Ccntrc•l Arn~r ica. 

4, 	 But as I drove through th•:! streets and countryside an1.1 saw 
thousc:i:ds of children c.nc1 young peopb, I rcali~:ed how nrnch 
more needs to be <lone quickly in schooling, honsing, hcri.lth 
and jobg, 

I arn ?.s!dng Vl-;:~ lt Hosto;v to -.vork \Vi th ~ecrehny Rusk nnd Bill G;~.ud 

in orgci.nizing?.. working group to bring together resources in priv;~.te 

indr.1:::tr>" the unh-~r: ltic s c:.nd e;overnn1cnt to spur C\ rn--.jor devclop­
ni.cnt effort in Ccntr2.l An,erica . 

http:priv,--.te
http:frnrn.lu
http:lrrn:iort:'.'l.nc
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D. 	 A Politi.cal Sid ·~-Bcne.f.it 

l. 	 Foi- tho l,_?..st 13 raonth~ l'Cb.tions between Honclur~!:I and El 
S::.lv"3.dor h:::d p1·ogl'E!~~d.vely detcrio::ated as both sic~es refused 
to cxch.::tnge prisoner:; ~r:-i;.cd in a border diop;.1te a.rea.. 

2. 	 'l'he inc1'.~:.\.sed bittcrner.;s b~!wcen the t •\'O countdcs \;·r:;..s c:.lso 
poi:>oninr; Comu:ion :M;~r!,ct cooper.ativc i·dation5. 

3. 	 My t:d;;> p::i.'Om!ikd the tY-10 sides to '~ork <.iut a <~ulck ::-:o!utiot\ 
2nnounccd on the CV(; of n-:.y ar:dval. 

http:Sid~-Bcne.f.it
http:r:-i;.cd



