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.Mi-·s. J,onnson Sums Up.· 

. f 

By NAN nonERTSON 
• • .. t.._. • 8;,e~al to Tbe_:;1--. Yor', T'J:Sa . 

... . ' . 
- ·-· -. . . .. :-~ . . . . , 
. . . . , ~· 

,. WASHINGTON, Dec. 26 - Mrs. Johnson spoke of the 
Mrs. Lyndon Baines Johnson past, present and future In a . 
loo_ked back today over her SO-minute Interview, held by 
five years·in the White House • a hissing fire In the Lincoln 
and said that the "final, Sitting Room, a cozy, ante•. • 
saddest thing" about the Job chamber at the east end of 
was the friends· 1ost through the second fioor of the White . 

. decisions • she- or the Pres!- House next to the Lincoln 
dent had been forced to Biidroom (in which Lincoln • 

'.· . • . make. never lllept but had his 

.. , ·/,./ .. ·:.,:;· •. :·:,.':~_\(.·/ . .-_ . .-. • -~!~~ .~::v/~: ~ :'~~~ of~~~·was twice interrupted 

· .. •.:· •. ,·.,-.. ;-~\•.:·::;.·,/:{:~::,.::'.:·\:>'::·.: :~~;t;~~f:sth
:n:~gsnJ!C:1~~ ~~f:s ~~e;o:~~g~~~; ~~:: 

. . . . . ~-. 

. . , .-.. . . . - tions that came to a Presi• Robb burst In with her 2· 
-: .. . .. • .' .. :. --~<'.:-: .. dent's wife. • month-old baby, Lucinda 

• _·.:_;·_:·,_.(:~ .. ~-.. :,/ :· • .·::. The First Lady said that •Desha. The baby, who looks 
the "pain'• of the assassina- like a "Buddha,". according 

·. ::-• .. , : ·'·. - :: : .'. ··:'·.::'. _.,.··. · tfon of President Kennedy to_ her grandmother, had a 

.:-~7·"-~--,-.-... ,._,,..~ .. - . _··.:.(.r'.//:·)\·: .. :··: ,._.' :~::s:n:e!~r~h~: ;;!n:~:t~ -~~n;h~b!';~!~: ~e:ih:~~~: 
. . ..... .. . •·. ·, · , ; bad colored her. years In the In t~e first family. 

• -~:.:-;, ·, •• • .. :._ .. :-~-'.-:,: ·-</.::. ( .. ,:: ·: • • Executive Mansion and . The second time, Mrs. Robb 

• - , .... ~. ~-·::·~~_i-~; •••• ,._ ... _ _-~ :. •. _: :::_,: ·. \<:\:3_~· (: ::~f:~e~~dh~;rr~~se of obli- Contlnu~d on Page 16, Column 1 
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(oyS aii • Regrets of 5 .Years in the l!Vlzite }louse 

' 
• The • other part relates to 

COllltrVation, and the fact 
tMt •e have left, I think, a 
pll,alcai legacy here of many 
mor9 little parks that have 
... lt'an~Cormcd from Just 
a --.inte spot with wild 
onlonl and a ·crooked bench, 
Into llright.' gay places, with 
1eilonal flowers and some 
Jiandlaine plantings. 

Theft the major things, like 
plantmss of entrance, ways, 
tllt Mble row of magnolia 
and MUlimge11na, 11nd then 
.. odler major entrance, the 
. OM eut across Memorial 

' ·lrld,. and Columbia Island, 
white we have about 2,500 
flowering dogwoods and a 
aallllon daffodils. . 

• • Q. What • about outside 
Wuhlnaton, what do you feel 
~y have left us as a 

A. Ill the first place, I 
•~•t Ila ve It. It wu Just a =tide In the hearts of 

• Maybe it Is the af• 
• and leisure time that 

• .. .-ething to do with it, 
W thlJ just see the world 

wi,11, """" Pld9 ffl them, the. need of 
I her opportunities there. I th!! beautiful parts 

• el .. enJoy and trying to 
----------t, pt_. order Into all of the 
;s, the TV 1tatlom? Miglll 1(1 growth. Given that 
1 go back to take a mo~ : n , the hearts of 
Ive Interest In those? · ' ' I may have be,n 
\ J will certainly 10 badlt g of a little, tiny 
• ... IP'!II' • catalyst to help give 
acqualnlln1 myself wt... ,-. .. this riew climate. 
at ls going on. I ~m ~ • Q. GIiie President, I don't 
nplete outslder and don l Jmiw .,.lch one, Hid some-
1w ~nythlng now, and • ...... ~ut when a man 
:ie six months frora no,r ,, -- lato the White House 
viii ½now more. • .. • .... many friends. Do 
l, Might you work In the_ ,- w that.you have lost 
rary (being built at the _, frtll_ ds since you came 
lversl[y of Texas]? ' ti iM Whit! House? • 
,. That I will do. Just la I It.. o6. I am sure we have. 
i capacity of worklna wltll • I ...- separate myself 
, director and the exhlb• ,._ ay husband on that 
,D In trylna to bring ta . ....._ Aad that Is the final, 
, the story of these tlmet. .-aMllt lhing about being in 
Q. Have you left any, pe.,. . .. Wte House, and It will 
pS physical, legacy durlnl , .... a.pplest thing to put 
:se five years? What have =· I mean, It Is just a 
u left behind you that yoa ~ • where you have to 
:111der to be perhaps a• .._ .. stant decisions and 
llevem~nt that one caa, • ... II seldom a clear-cut, 
:? ~ • , ...... lfght and an ualy for• 
"' ' As a physical legacf ... wn,ng. . 
thin the house, I have Y9II jlast hav., to make a 
1med, ever since I set fool ...._ •on which you can 
here, to add some of the • ..,. Is more justice one 
,erlcan greats In art to the , ,nr. ,.. think, and a little 
,lls or this house. There • .. llli llie other. But there. sure 
policy, and I think a wela;. JI 1181ilhing on that side, 
<1sen policy, of limiti _., you are lometimes • 
:lsts to those. who hi\ eople that are your 
,n dead 215 years or more., nd that it is deeply 
1d so I set out to try ~ o hurt, and they 
ng to this areat, old hou •iliiiMr side, too, but you 
11e other American pain ••1111 ~lleve the other 
; of note, and I am :l ore of the right on. 
bted to say that w, we 
le to add [several). feel that you 

:f 

I I 
j I 

I 
I 
I 

have gained friends, the other 
side of the coin? 

A. Yes, I have, I think, had 
the wonderful blessing of 
getting to know many more 
brilliant and intcres ting, de• 
lightful people. • • 
• One of my favorite things 
here has been, when we have 
a state dinner and invite 
writers, artists and just old 
friends. I always try to have 
an hour in the afternoon , 
when I Invite five or six of 
them to come and have a cup 
or tea with me and just talk, 
and I h·ave done that many, 
many times and It has ex­
panded my lile to learn about 
the variety of their areas or 
concern. . 

• Q. Can you tell us what 
led up, as far as· you are 
concerned, to the President's 
decision to withdraw on • 
March 31, your feelings about 
.the derision, your part in it? 

A. Well, this decision had 
been In the making for years. 
There were several other 
times at which I thought it 
was. The only thing Jacking 
was the assurance of about 
when to make it. He can 
explain It so much better than 
I could and I Just wish he 
were answering that ques­
tion. I think it just gets down 
to there Is just 24 hours a 
day and just so much 
strength and brain power that 
you !Jave, and he wanted, 
enormously, to carry this 
burden of the • Presidency 
with his full capa bill ties 
and you couldn't do that and 
pour enough hours and 
brains into a campaign to . 
~~ IL • 

The major objective, win, 
lose or whatever, was In try• 
Ing to achieve a ju:;t peace 
and keep us here at home 
from ripping ourselves apart 
In riot and discord. 

Q. When did he finally • 
tell you that "I'm going to 
say this?'' How long was It 
beforehand that you decided 
the time had come? 

A. There had been ·a num• 
ber of other times when. for 
Instance, the State of the 
Union Message, I thought 
perhaps that might be the 
time. And this time-oh, l 
was 99 per cent sure, but I 
wasn't really 100 per cent 
sure until the words came 
out.' 

I'm sure that you could­
'well, he ought to express It 
for himself, but you can see 
how it would have ·compli• 
cated the need to .get a lot 
of things done If he himself 
were a candidate. A certain 
condition of removal was 
necessary. 

Q. Do you have any re• physical, mental, spiritual er. 
grets or thoughts that the fort. I shall Just lie in a ham. 
war became more and more mock and look at the sky nnd 
the overwhelming concern tum Into a vegetable and 
and appeared to slow or even read slowly, to some extent, 
stop some domestic progress when I want to. I do l!Ot 
as far as social reform was want to feel that I owe livin;: • 
concerned? at maximum effort to any 

A. Well, I think you ha,·e great job, no matter how 
to back off and get some much respect and admirn[io!l 
perspective. Surely the war I have for the. Job. l .Ju~t 
took more lines in the paper waAnntdtothb:.:11~. wil.1 be· 've'ry· 
and minutes on the TV. But 
hi h t'd d glad to get rid of this neces­

t s ot er great I e surge stty for sometimes hurting 
forward, too, and Medicare and disappointing your 
is now serving-what Is It? friends when you have to 
-15 million people a year. make a choice between dlf• 

And I will cry defeat when h t 
Medicare Is wiped off the ferent alternatives. Not t a 
books and there ls no more It has been my choice, I don't 
Head Start. And when all the share the role of the Presl• 
several hundred conserva• dency, but I do share ~tha 
tlon measures get revoked feeling that .he has and I 
In other words, 1 think the know he has had to mak11 

those choices. . 
achievements of the Great Q. Did you have a special 
Society are here to stay and sense of obligation when you 
to be improved upon. th • L d 

Sure, there are some dead• became e FirSt a Y ·so 
beats In the world,· and sure, suddenly and in such:'"a 

dreadful way? • • "" 
It doesn't all work fine, but A. 1 do think It has colof<:d 
he just made his best of the all the time since then.•. I 
fabric of. the American· peo• don't suppose there ever was 
pie, that you could try to another Pn,ident who came 
make possible for them more h 'd b 
educational opportunities and Into t e r,·~~1 ency Y see• 
more medical research that Ing the President he serv!)d 

assassinated almost In front 
would help the lives of all of his eyes and In his own 
the young and the disabled state, and I think that his­
and make ,more secure the th h I d 
lives of the aged, that you the pain of at as co ore , 

a great deal since then. • 
could do all these thing~ My own feelings were that , 
without reducing us 'to a na• 1 owe the next years, what• 
tlon of dependent louts. And • ever they were, months •or 
I just don't for a minute years, quite com:r,letely-:to 
think we are. • ba l'f • d 

Q. Well, then, you think easing my hus n 's I e an 
the achievements far out• doing this great Job to • Ute 
weigh the . disappointments best of my ability. , .. ; • •· 
and concern about the war? Now that sounds r.erf,aps 

rather stuffy and dul , but It 
A. Yes. Is the way one feels 'ind I 

Will Miss Flowers perhaps especially heightened • 1 
Q. What will be one of the because of the circumstances 

hardest things to leave and In which we came to the job. . I 
what might be, the happiest There never was any~dy 
to leave behind? who needed It more than my I 

A. All these lovely fresh husband, I mean any com{ort 
nowers In the rooms every or any sustaining hand that 
day and the view or the Jef- I mlgfit be able to offer. .. . 
ferson Memorial and the Q. What roc;,ms In this 
Lincoln Memorial out of the house have the most me,n! 
:window of the Yellow Room, Ing for you and the !!'.?'.~-
the infinite number of things memories? , .·,., I 
that I should miss, but you A. The yellow eval room, . 
miss them with the same sort and the Treaty Room, w~\~. 
of detached nostalgia that J, found a very grim and fore: 
you miss being 17. I have boding room at first, '.'b.1,1t 
said that frequently before, which I have - no, it ls." so j 
you just don't want to go on perfectly Victorian - which 
forever at any stage of life, • I have come to use a great ·1 
as delightful as It was being : deal. I laughingly call It my 
very young e.nd-1 mean re• board of directors room. But 
(erring to being 17. the rooms that have seen so 

Q. What will be the glad• much of our life here are 
dest to leave behind? the family sitting room, 

A. The knowledge that I which Is simply the end of 
have got to keep up maxi- the west hall, you know, and 
mum effort at all times, the ,:rut yellow oval room, 
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