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Rusk Named LBJ School's 
First Richardson Fellow 

Dean usk, U. . Secretary of Stale from 1961 to 1969, 
was the first appointee in a new Richardson Fellows Pro­
gram for Distinguished Public Officials in the Lyndon B. 
Johnson School of Public Affairs. 

Supported by grant from the Sid Richardson Founda­
tion to the LBJ Foundation, the new program will bring 
di tingu1shed past or present public officials to the LBJ 
School for one or more weeks. Each Richardson Fellow will 
meet informally ith students and faculty nd participate 
in semmar primarily in the LBJ School, but the Fellow also 
will be available to visit in other UT departments. 

Mr. Rusk, who served under Presidents Kenned.> and 
John on and is curr ntly the Sib! y Pr fessor of Interna­
tional Law at the University of Georgia, was on the UT 
Austin campus March 5-11. 

The week-long sessions included day's program in 
which Rusk participated in a forum entitled, "United States 
and the Quest for Peace." Other participants in the collo­
quium were Dr. Gunnar Myrdal, Swedish ~obel Laureate, 
his wif , Iva, a former Swedish Ambassador and Chief of 
the Swedish de egal1on to the Disarmament Conference in 
Geneva, and Dr. Davidson S. H. W. Nicol from the est 
African Republic of Sierra Leone, who is Undersecretary 
General f the United Nations and Executive Director of 
the UN' Institute for Training and Research. 

During the week, Rusk al o made a public address enti­
tled "Getting What We Want in Foreign Policy," met rnfor­
mally with UT Austin students and faculty members, and 
was honored at a dinner in the LBJ Library Saturday, 
March 11, hosted by Lady Bird Johnson DEAN RUSK 

Seated from left: Dr. David on S. H. W. ~icol, Dr. Gunnar Myrdal, Dean Rusk, Aha Myrdal, and Dean Elspeth Rostow. 
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IT'S NOT A BOOKMOBILE 

If the people can't get to Lyndon Johnson's library, 
take the library to the people. 

That's the way the former president would have 
wanted it, and that's what the LBJ Library staff is doing. 

Approximately 40 Monte Siesta Retirement Cent r 
r sidents recently toured the LBJ Library exhibits 
without leaving their nursing home. 

Three library tour guides have been presenting a one­
hour slide show and narrative about the library to Aus­
tin nursing homes since eptember. They've received 
rave reviews for their sho, . 

Their field trips to the homes also help the library's 
oral histmy department. While in the nursing and retire-

Photos: Library Tour Coordinator Joan Sands meets 
with residents of Austin nursing homes. 

... But LBJ Library 

ment homes, the women are al ays on the lookout for 
folks who might. have met or known Lyndon B. Johnson. 
One man at Thursday's show was J.B. Cotten who 
talked to the women after the show. 

"He was the finest man." Cotten, 87, said about John­
son. "A great guy." 

Cotten, who said he inspected building materials for 
the Inks and Buchanan dams in the 1920s, fondly recalled 
the times "Lyndon helped me out. Ile helped me in just 
about anything ... personal problems ... anything. Took 
care of 'em too." 

Cotten said be met LBJ in the first ear he ran for 
Congress. 

"I met him that year and he said to ... me 'why don't 
you write to me and tell me what's going on? How do you 
expect me to know everything that goes on down 
here?' " Cotton said with a laugh. 

The Library Guides promised to send Cotten a photo 
graph of LBJ nd offered to give him a person I library 
tour - something done only for groups of 12 or more. 

Mor than 400 people have seen the slide show. an idea 
that guide Carol Rhode saw in a New ork mu eum pub­
lication. 

"W thought this group (those in nursing homes) i 
overlooked," Joan Sands said. And judging by some re­
actions, they may be right. 
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Goes To The People 
By Tracy Cortese 

Sands said a blind man at one home came to the show 
lo li!,ten, "and he loved it." Another man parked his 
wheelchair in a spot here he could obviously not see 
the slides. Sands offered to move him so he could see. 

"I didn't come to ee the pictures. I came here to see 
the pretty girls," he said. 

Many of the folks remember . eeing LBJ in a crowd or 
hakin his hand. Som recalled seeing him at the LBJ 

Library. Still others insist on seeing certain slides that a 
guide may ha e lefl out. 

"One woman pointed out, 'You forgot the wedding 
dresses,'" Sand~ . aid. And another kept aying, "You 
forgot the helicopter," referring to LBJ's usual means of 
visiting the library. 

"The first woman had vi ·ite the library and remem­
bered the dresses. And she was right, we forgot lhe 
slide The other woman used to live by the library and 
she ould see the helicopter when it landed," Sands ex­
plained. 

The Monte Siesta was t e 13th horn lo view the 
"tour" and Peggy Berridge, lhe third guide, proudly 
said, "And we're booked up for tw more months." 

The guides' goal is to "culminate this with a Golden 
Age eek in late spring," Sands said. "We'll invite 
nursing homes to the library during that week and set 
up special facilities for them - like more chairs sitting 
about and people running the elevator ." 

Lady Bird Johnson Tribute 
Committee Establishes New 
Goal of $2 Million 

The committee which organized last December's Na­
tional Tribute to Lady Bird Johnson has announced that 
almost $1.9 million is now in place to fund a perma­
nent endowment 
benefiting the 
Friends of the LBJ 
Library. The en­
dowment honors 
the wife of the late 
President Johnson 
and will be used to 
support special ac­
tivities at the 
Library, the only 
Presidential library R J J p· klep ... 1c e 
open free of charge 
to the public. 

Former U.S. Ambassador Edward A. Clark and Rep. 
J. J. Pickle said their committee, in response to continuing 
contributions, has set a final goal of $2 million for the en­
dowment fund. With contributions already received, little 
more than $100,000 remains to be raised. 

"The responses of Texans and people throughout 
the nation have been amazing. Their generosity allowed u to 
announce at the Tribute that we were already uarter• 
million dollars over our minimum objective of raising a 
million dollars," said Clark and Pi kle. 

"Now we can announce that additional commi ments to­
taling more than $130,000 have been received in just the 
past few weeks. Many contributors have urged us to con­
tinue the drive for endowment funds that will serve the 
Library's needs for the foreseeable future and allov. it to 
continue its poli y of free admission. 

"These gifts include a generous second contribution b • 
Houston Endowment, Inc., Judge and Mrs. Roy Hofheinz 
and many others who have already contributed sub­
stantially toward the attainment of our goal." 

The tribute to Mrs. Johnson at the LBJ Library n De­
cember 11 culminated the first phase of efforts to establish 
the endowment. A program featurmg performances by Hel­
en Hayes and Kirk Douglas wa attended by more tha 
1,000 persons. 

The ribute was co-chaired nationally by Henry Ford II of 
Detroit and Mrs. Albert L sker of New York. 

Amb. Ed Clark 
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LBJ ON THE PRESIDENCY, IMPERIAL 

At a time when I was teaching a 
course on the Presidency, I discussed 
with President Johnson some of the 
interpretations to be found in books 
used for the course. He suggested that it 
might be interesting to tape an 
interview in which I could mention a few 
of the points which appear in this 
literature and he could respond. The 
following are taken from that interview 
which occurred September 28, 1970. -
ER 

The full interview is included in the 
papers now open for research in the 
Library - Ed. 

ER: Mr. President. in recent times, two reporters have written 
books in which they described the President as a monarch. As 
you look back on the Presidency, does it seem to you that you 
were a monarch walled off by his courtiers from contact with 
the real world? 

LBJ: No, this comparison of the Presidency with monarchy, 
I think, is a very wild distortion. A monarch is generally a 
figurehead, a symbol. In. some countries, of course, presi­
dents serve much the same purpose - as heads of state, 
but not of governments. But in the United States, the role 
of President is vastly different. A President is a political 
leader and he can never be above politics as a monarch must 
be. The political arena is never far away from a President 
who is trying to get things done for his country. He is ulti­
mately judged by either the success or failure that he had in 
making the political system work in a positive, constructive 
way. Hanging over a President always is the knowledge 
that his time in office is definitely limited. If he seeks a sec­
ond term, his acts are judged by the people. The larger ac­
tions, the programs, the policies of a President are subject 
to the approval always of the Congress. Thus, the attitudes, 
the opinions, even the whims of 535 different men and wom­
en can determine in a very important way what a President 
can do or cannot do. There are further checks on the acts of 
a President - the Constitution itself, which defines broad­
ly those things that he can or cannot do. Then there is the 
Supreme Court which can and often does undo a President's 
programs even after they have been overwhelmingly ap­
proved by the Congress, if the Court finds them unconsti­
tutional. A President is subject constantly to the comments 
and very often the criticism of the press and of public opin­
ion. Probably the worst distortion is this picture of the 
President walled off by his advisers, his courtiers. Well, 
perhaps this could happen if a President were blind and 
deaf and lazy and a fool as well. I think it is fair to say that I 
was getting a wider variety of information, of ideas, of opin­
ions on a broader range of subjects than any man in or out 
of government during the more than five years I was in the 
White House. I always insisted on getting not just a single 

view of a problem or just one recommendation but all the al­
ternative courses that were possible and the pros and cons 
of each possible course. I received a huge flow of official in­
formation but the flow of unofficial information was 
greater and, in many cases, more effective with me. I read 
newspapers and magazines. I watched television for news 
and comment. I was in touch with many members of Con­
gress every single day. I was receiving letters from friends 
and enemies, from the informed and the uninformed. I met 
constantly with leaders and specialists from business, 
labor, the academic world, religious leaders, civil rights 
groups, veterans, governors and many others. Now, the 
idea that my advisers only told me what they thought I 
wanted to hear is complete, total nonsense. The minutes of 
the many meetings which are housed in the Library - the 
Cabinet, the National Security Council, the Tuesday Lunch­
eon Group and others - make it abundantly clear how 
much debate and argument and differences of opinion there 
were in what is called those inner-councils of government. 
The President is not a monarch - far from it. There are 
times, I am sure, when we would all like to be, times when it 
would be very nice to just order something done and see it 
done that way and se it done quickly. But the Presidency 
in American politics just doesn't happen to work that way 
and I don't think it ever will. 

ER: May I underline one thing you said and ask you to com­
ment on it. This is the question of the time horizon of the 
President who has four, at most eight, years in office. Does 
this affect the President's attitude towards his work? 

LBJ: I'm sure that. in the first term the President's ad­
visers constantly have in mind that he is subject to reelec­
tion and they take that into account in trying to evaluate 
the probable success of certain programs that he would sug­
gest to the Congress otherwise. I don't believe any man 
worthy of being President really ever lets that be the de­
ciding factor in any decision or certainly it wouldn't be the 
overriding one if he felt that the national interest was 
otherwise. I do think in a democracy that public servants -
and Presidents are no exception - must recognize that the 
people are the final bosses, and you can't be a statesman 
unless you get elected. Therefore, in formulating their pro­
grams, they're not unconscious of the public reaction or the 
probability of public acceptance of those programs. 

ER: In his book Presidential Greatness, which came out in 
1968, Thomas Bailey discussed the degree to which Pres­
idents have been "teacher-and-preacher-in chief' for their 
country ... hoping, in the words of President Wilson, "to get 
things done." Bailey isn't quite sure whether "great times 
make great Presidents" or whether great Presidents are able 
to make the times great. What do you think? 

LBJ: Perhaps the answer is a little of both. I'm sure that the 
Presidents who stand out in our history and in our memory 
are those who led the nation through times of great trial 
and challenge. Presidents under whom our government sue-
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AND 0TH ERWISE 
- an interview with Elspeth Rostow 

ceeded in finding answers to major problems or in overcom­
ing great dangers: Washington, Jackson, Lincoln, Wilson, 
Roosevelt, Truman. These Presidents would not be regard­
ed now as great. if their reactions and their responses had 
been weak or if they had failed to achieve some of their ma 
jor goals or if they had run away from the challenges. On 
the other hand, times of crisis do not necessarily in them­
selves produce greatness in a President. Sometimes a Pres­
ident is prevented from achieving what he wants or what he 
knows is right by circumstances completely beyond his con­
trol. Andrew Johnson was probably a better President than 
his contemporaries thought, yet the passions of the times 
and the temper of an antagonistic Congress prevented a 
sensible period of reconstruction. I thought that Herbert 
Hoov r was a wise and compassionate man, but he was com­
pletely unable to cope with the economic disaster that hit us 
in 1929-31. Greatness is an elusive thing and the judgment 
of history is sometimes different from that made when a 
President's in office or just after he leaves office. Wilson 
died a broken and disappointed man because he failed to 
win approval of the League. Yet history has judged that he 
was right in that fight and the willful men of the Senal who 
opposed him were wrong. 

ER:It'. interesting you mentioned AndrewJohnson because 
in Bailey's book he says that Johnson was pretty close to be­
ing the worst Pre!;ident we ever had. Whereas, he says that 
Hoover's problem was that he knew loo clearb what he 
wanted to do ahead of time. 

LBJ: I wouldn't share Bailey's evaluation f Johnson. I 
think that he was the victim of a cruel Congre s and of a 
period here ther was a great deal of inflammation abroad 
in the land, a great deal of revenge, and I think he was a 
man of many inadequacies, had rather poor training and 
preparation and equipment for th Presidency. But in its 
larger aspects I think he was a man of tot r nee who tried 
to unite the nation and tried to save it and was the victim of 
the timrs - just as I think that Hoover as the victim of an 
international economic condition. 

ER: Stefan Lorant entitled his book on the Presidency The 
Glorious Burden. What were the real glories ... and what 
were the worst burdens? 

LBJ: Probably the greatest burden for any modern Presi­
dent is the command over power that could ea ily destroy 
Lhe world. I lived con. ta!lll:V with the drea that circum­
stances might make il necessary for me sometime to g1vr 
the order that rould bring on a nurlear response to some ac­
tion by the Soviet Union or China. The second heavy bur­
den for me was the need to s nd men o£f to fight and die. I 
never shook the hand of a man oing off to Vietnam, I never 
presented a medal to a man's mother or widow without dy­
ing a little inside myself. It's always the worst kind f 1>ain 
to have to do something that you know will cause surfering 
and sacrifice for many even If vou're doing it in the interest 
of your country. 

The glories are associated with getting things done that 
you know are right and good - it was always a very deep 
satisfaction to me to be able to sign a bill that l had ad­
vocated, to make it a law - a bill that I knew would help 
people ... help them get more food and clothes ... a better 
education ... better health ... a chance to improve their liv­
ing conditions. There is a rich satisfaction in helping to 
build useful institutions for the less privileged abroad: 
development programs, regional banks, new strains of rice 
and wheat, common markets - moving toward a safer 
world: the nonproliferation treaty, the outer space treaty, 
the arms limitation talks all gave a President a feeling of 
achieving something, of accomplishing something - help­
ing prevent war, as we did in Cyprus, the Middle East. 
Korea, Kashmir, Dominican Republic. 

ER: What does a President want most from his Cabinet and 
his aides? 

LBJ: Honesty, frankness, loyalty, dedication, diligence. For 
my Cabinet I wanted the man (who was) best prepared in 
his field. I wanted the person who will give the Presiden 
carefully considered Judgments, advice. One that will not 
withhold from him any important informat'.on or any opin­
ion even if 1t differs from what he thinks the President's 
opinion will be. One that will give a maximum of coopera• 
tion and minimum of rivalry with his colleagues in the Cab­
inet. 

On the staff, I think a President looks for assistants who 
would give him independent suggestions and advice, a care­
ful check on th recommendations that come over from the 
various departments. reviewing and evaluating them, to he 
sure that essential elements have been included and that 
nothing has been ignored and distorted. 

The cru ible of the White House brings out the be t and 
often brings out the worst m men. The President must be 
able to recognize this and tr • to assign his work in ways 
that emphasize the former and minimize the latter. I don't 
thrnk. any sweeping r forms are actually needed in the Ex­
ecutive Departmenl. The ay departm nts ar organized 
and used depends most of all on the needs and ....,orkmg 
style of the President himself. And whal w rks well for one 
President may nol be the be t system of the other 

ER: Does a President welcome new policy suggestion from 
his Cabinet? Or does he simply wish the Cabinet to implement 
Kuggestions that C:'manate from lht' While House? 

LBJ: I believe l'Very President ants 1nnovat1on, creativi­
ty. he looks to p ople who ·an have vision, who can ee 
ahead, men whose eyes are in the stars and practiral 
enough to have heir feet on the ground. An , u ·ually the 
most influential Presidential assistant or Cabinet member 
is the individual with the most and best ideas. 

Continuer/ 011page 6 
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LBJ -
ER: To turn to Congress - the Foreign Relations Commit­
tee has frequently urged a greater sharing of powl'rs between 
the President and Congress in the field of foreign policy, Do 
you find yourself in agreement? 

LBJ: We!J, the Founding Fathers, in their wisdom, separ­
ated the Executive and Legislative branches of government 
and it is hard to see how you can get more sharing of power 
b<'tween the President and one or another committee with­
out commg in conflict with that doctrinP. The Foreign Re­
lations Committee, like every other major committee in the 
Congress, has a great deal of power now, if it chooses to us 
it. But a President has powers and he has responsibilities 
that he cannot in good conscience share with others, if he is 
to be true to his oath of office. Some Senators have tried to 
leave th impression that they were not consulted on major 
matters until it was much too late. I think that during th 
five vears I was m the Presidency, for omeone to indicate 
that he wasn't consulted, if he had a right to be consulted, 
was JU t plain wrong. I was on the phone with individual 
Senators way into the night. I was in lhe Cabmet room 
meeting with Lhe leadership, meeting with the chairmen of 
the committees, meeting with individual Senators. I had the 
leaders in for regular mel'tings, at regular times. I provided 
special briefings for all the key members of appropriat 
commiUees, sometimes for the entire Congress. We ran 
regular brie ings for all the member of the House and Sen­
ate in the area of foreign affairs. I provided special 
meetings and briefings for the For ign Relations Commit­
tee by lhe Secrelarv of Stall', Secretary ot Defense, and the 
President as well on every major policy. And I got their 
consent before takrng action on most of those policies. (But) 
no President worthy of the name is going to abdicate his 
respon ibility as Chief Executive officer and Commander 
in-Chief lo hny Senate committee. 

ER: As you look back on lhe decisions you had lo make, do 
they form any pattern? Is there any methodology to decision 
making, or does each crisis impose its unique rules? 

LBJ: On the question of foreign affairs, our Tuesday lunch­
eon meeting had a regular agenda that was thought out in 
advance and well prepared, and the pros and cons of every 
item on that agenda were given, and the facts were elicited, 
the conclusions were drawn, and the recommendations 
made, and the President then considered them and dis­
posed of them. 

I don't think there's really any pattern of decision making 
in other areas. Each decision, each crisis has its own pat­
tern, its own imperatives. Sometimes a decision is a matter 
of minutes and on the basis of one piece of paper; sometimes 
the most critical decision must be made in a matter of hours 
or even minutes. The Tuesday meeting was patterned after 
meetings that President Eisenhower had told me he had 
with Prime Minister Churchill during the war, that he 
would have a luncheon meeting and an evening meeting, 

Rostow lntervi 

and they were regular, free from publicity, and they 
brought out the maximum contributions that each could 
make towards winning the war. That's what I tried to do in 
the Tuesday meetings. I had the Secretary of State, Sec­
retary of Defense, head of the CIA, the President's foreign 
relations adviser, the press secretary. They made their in­
dividual contributions, their recommendation , they 
presented their facts to me as their experts had gathered 
them. They drew certain conclusions, ome different, and 
they made certain recommendations, and the President was 
in a position to decide on those recommendations. In gen­
eral, I liked to use all the possible time that I could in 
reaching decisions. I constantly searched for varied opin­
ions, I wanted to hear all the arguments pro and con, I 
wanted the best possible estimate of what would happen if 
we took another course as opposed to the one being sug­
gested. And I never thought that a decisio really had final­
ly been made until il was announced and acted upon. 

ER: How does the President master the vast detail that goes 
into most crises? I know that he consults with his assistants, 
but there must be an immense amount of reading in\·oh·ed. 

LBJ: I don't know that the President ever masters any par­
ticular sub3ect. The President's judgment is no better than 
his information and I believe that most Pr sidents have the 
best information available through intelligence sources, 
through competent foreign service personnel, and Defense 
people. And the President has his own staff. Then the Presi­
dent reads. I doubt that there was a single day of the 
Presidency, Sundays included, that I didn't give two or 
three hours to just solitary reading. There was hardly a 
night that I was President that I didn't read two or thre 
hours. Even if there was a State dmner, when I retired for 
the ev ning I would have two hours of night reading ahead 
of me. Sometimes there were nights when I read three or 
four hours. I don't think the President ever really knows all 
there is to know about every question. But I think that he 
comes as near knowing as any person in the country. 

ER: All Presidents are criticized for the time they spend away 
Crom the While House. ls it importanl to get away from the 
White House? 

LBJ: Y s, I think so. Some Presidents like to get away by 
going to the golf course, or going sailing, or going to Camp 
David, or gomg to a ranch. Wherever they go the office goes 
with them. I have never known a President - the five or 
six that I have known and worked with - that I didn't 
think did the very best that he knew how to do. A Presi­
dent's job is - he's not elected to do what's wrong. His big­
gest problem is trying to find out what is right and doing it. 
All of them want to do the right thing, if they just know 
what the right thing is. And that's a very big question 
mark in this very complicated world, 
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8W, continued from page 5 

ER:One student of the Presidency has said: "The office of the 
President is all irony: we lift one citizen among us so high 
and then put him in a position where it is almost impos11ible 
for him to get done what the people hoped for in his election." 
This reflects a general pessimism about the office: is the job 
do-able? 

LBJ: Well, no Pr sident in history has been able to do all 
the things that he or the people hoped he could accomplish 
at the time of election. But that doesn't mean that the job is 
impossible and that doesn't mean it's doomed. It is do-able, 
but it takes a tremendous amount of energy, time, dedica­
tion, concentration, and the dedicat d work of hundreds of 
thousands of people. I don't know how long that's going lo 
b true. The world gets more complicated and more difficult 
all the time. Demands on the Presidency grow each year 
and so do the dangers. Everyone knows that one major mis­
calculation in the balance of forces could bring disaster to 
all of humanity, or at least to most of humanity The shrink­
ing of the world only expands the worries and the burdens 
and the problems of a President. We have moved to a point 
where a hole new range of problems faces the President, 
problems that we hardly thought of a decade ago. Today we 
must cope with things like air pollution, disintegration of 
our waters, and contamination of the ocean, and the whole 
balance of nature, that may determine whether we survive 
or whether we die on this planet. And all these problems 
will weigh increasingly on the man in the White House. Ur­
ban blight, inadequate transportation, garbage collection, 
trash disposal - all these are burdens too heavy for indi­
vidual cities to deal with any more. There is an increasing 
federal responsibility that comes to the Presidency every 
day. So still another set of problems lhe Presid nt must 
face awaits him at the breakfast table the next morning. 
And the day stiU has only twenty-four hours and one man has 
only so much energy and capacity. So it may be that the or­
ganization of the government and the assignment of respon­
sibiliti s of the President will have to change considerably 
as time goes on. Greater responsibility for Cabinet officers. 
Greater sharing of the job between state and federal gov­
ernment. Perhaps some system of regional treatment of 
certain problems. All these may evolve. But I don't see the 
day when the basic responsibility for the nation's welfare 
and the nation's safety could ever fall upon anyone xcept 
the merican President. 

ER: What about the suggestion that the Constitution be 
amended to provide the Pr sident not with one but with sev­
eral Vice Presidents? One with a special responsibility in 
foreign relations, another, domestic affairs, and still another, 
liaison with the states, etc. 

LBJ: I don't think much of that. 

ER: How best can a President use his Vice President? Is it 
possible for the Vice President really to be kept informed 
about the full range of the President's concerns? If so, how 
can it be done? If not, why not? 

LBJ: Well, I don't think there is any pat answer to the ques­
tion how a President can use his Vice President. It depends 
a great deal on the personalities and capacities of the two 
men involved, the President and the Vice President, what 
their backgrounds are, their special interest, their experi­
ences. I do believe that a Vice President should be kept well 
informed on all major business that faces the President. He 
must be ready to step in and take over if something should 
happen to the President. At the same lime, I wouldn't con­
tend that any Vice President is ever fully informed of ev­
erything that the President is doing and thinking. That 
would require his being at the President's right hand day 
and night. Something between that and keeping him out in 
left field I think is the logical answer. The Vice President is 
a statutory member of the National Security Council now 
and he is able to take art rn the group's s rious meetings 
and discussions. I tried to make sure that the Vice Presi­
dent received daily intelligence briefings on all de\ elop­
ments around the world. I tried to see thal he received 
special briefings from the Secretaries of State and Defense 
and CIA and those d aling with our relations with other na­
tions, as well as all the special briefings from Cabinet of­
ficers on all dome tic questions. The Vice President took 
part in all major policy discussions, including some of the 
discussions on bombing and troops in Vietnam, on peace 
moves, everything from NATO to Indonesia. Sending the 
Vice President abroad helped some, and I think served a 
constructive purpose. It gave him a first-hand view of the 
problems of various countries and regions that he visited. 
He can get as little or as much as he wants to make out of 
these travels. And I think my Vice President greatly 
benefited from them and he gave me the benefit of what he 
gained. As President of the Senate, the Vice President has a 
chance to keep in close touch with legislative developments 
and the changing mood of Congr ss. And I think if the Pres­
ident's wise, he gives the Vice President special respon­
sibilities for leading and inning support for certain legisla­
tion, that may be important to the administration. The Vice 
President now is Chairman of the President's Space Coun­
cil, a a result of the recommendation of President Ken­
nedy. If anything had happened to me, I do not believe that 
Vice President Humphrey would have been caught by sur­
prise by any major problems that h would have had to face. 
I had him chair the interdepartmental Cabinet committee 
that dealt with our urban problem, he dealt with ur space 
problem, he dealt with our national security problems, he 
dealt with our political problems, frequently visiting all 
areas of the country. That is the way I wanted it and that is 
the way it was, and I think that no one could have had a bet­
ter Vice-President than I had during my four years in the 
White House. 
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"You Will Be On the Scene As a National 
Leader Long After the Others Are Forgotten." 

LBJ to HHH 

The long expected word of Hubert Hum­
phrey's death came late Friday night, January 
13, 1978. Early the next morning, Library staff 
members assembled to erect a memorial tribute 
to the man who had served as Vice President in 
the years of the Great Society. 

Included in the exhibit were a bold acrylic 
painting (left), in the pop art style of the 1960's, 
which the artist, Edward Weiss, gave the Li­
brary; photographs and other mementos of the 
Johnson-Humphrey Administration; reminders 
of Humphrey's visits to the Library - notably 
for conferences on Civil Rights, Government and 
the Arts; and some remarkable items of corre­
spondence documenting the long friendship be­
tween the two political associates. 

(See next page) 
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These are excerpts from the letters in the Humphrey display, reflecting Ole mutual respect 
and friendship which grew over the years between Hubert Humphrey and Lyndon Johnson. 

Sept. 10, 1956, Sen. Humphrey to Sen. Johnson (following the Democratic National Convention}: 

... This has been a rough year politically for me - first, the Minnesota primary; then second, I had hoped that I 
might get that keynote job; and finally, the V. P. fiasco. I hope that I have received all of my lickings for the next 
few years in this year 1956. If it takes a few defeats to make a fellow appreciate victory. then, believe me, I am 
going to be the most appreciative man you ever knew whenever victory crowns my efforts. 
I do want you to know, Lyndon, that I am fully aware of your efforts to be of help to me at that Convention. I 
know that you did everything you could. I knew that you would do just that, because you said so, and you are a 
man of your word ... 
I am looking forward to January, 1957. It will be good to be back in the Senate working with you. And be assured, 
Lyndon, that I will be working with you. You have been a wonderful friend, and you have helped me so much. 
There will be those who will try to divide us, but they shall not succeed. In the future, as in the past, we will have 
some difference of opinion but thank God, we can disagree without being disagreeable. In fact, I hope to work much 
more closely with you in the years to come. There are many things that I want to see done for our great country, 
and I know you feel the same way. 

September 18, 1956, from Sen. Johnson to Sen. Humphrey: 

I long ago realized that you were one of those bold spirits that is tempered rather than weakened by adversity 
and I know that you have the energy and the ability and the initiative that will be required to rise through the 
years. During the past few years, we have had the rise of a school of liberal philosophy in this Country which 
holds that words are more important than deeds. As a liberal, you have breasted this current and clung fast to the 
position that there is nothing incompatible with liberalism and achievement. 
I know what this has cost you in terms of some of your personal relationships with others. But it has also given 
you a unique status in the life of our Country - a status which means that you will be on the scene as a national 
leader long after the others are forgotten. It has also put you in my book on the special page that I reserve for 
men of integrity, and men whom I am proud to call "friend" and nothing will ever affect your standing in my eyes. 

August 21, 1958, from Sen. Humphrey to Sen. Johnson after a particularly impressive handling of an impor­
tant vote: 

I once said to you, Lyndon, that you have long been a great Texan. That within itself is a fine achievement, but 
what you really are is a great American. FDR would have been proud of you. You have his touch and his political 
genius. 

And Johnson's reply: 

I do not know whether the word "greatness" applies. I think the whole answer is that I have good and under­
standing friends like Hubert Humphrey who manage to make me look like a far better man than I really am. 

August 26, 1971,from the former Vice President on the former President's birthday: 

I have given you some difficult moments. These have not been easy times for either of us, but, Mr. President, I 
was very proud to serve with you - to be your Vice President. I tried to fulfill with honor the responsibilities 
that you gave to me. I tried to be a helpful and loyal partner. Like most human beings, I made my share of mis­
takes and was unable to live up to all of the expectations that you and others might have had. 
I predict that the Johnson years in the Presidency will command admiration and respect. When I look back over 
what was achieved in those years of your Presidency from November, 1963 to January, 1969 I am eternally grate­
ful for the opportunity that was mine to share even ever so little in what was planned and accomplished. 

And Johnson's reply: 

You were very generous in your evaluation of the Johnson years, Hubert, and I would add this: If historians do 
note that we made life better for the American people, they will also give credit to a Vice President - and before 
that a Senator - who was a compassionate man of the people. 
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ACQUISITIONS TO 
THE LBJ LIBRARY 

New Library acqmsitions come in all shapes and sizes. 
The recently donated items are divided into three main 
areas: personal papers, museum pieces, and photographs. 

Anyone involved with Johnson's personal or political life 
is a candidate for donating personal papers. Recently ac­
quired files of government are those of Wilbur Cohen (pov­
erty program), Robert Allnutt (NASA), and Gerold Bau­
mann {Peace Corps). Other papers concerning the Johnson 
year are as diverse a Washington Post owner Katherine 
Graham's notes taken when visiting the John on Ranch and 
the transcripts of a taped diary Ambassador-at-Large U. 
Alexis Johnson kept from 1965 until 1977. The diary cov­
ered his career with the State Department, including his 
work in Vietnam and with the SALT talks. 

While donations o personal papers are usually requested 
by the archives staff, gifts of museum pieces are more often 

unsolicited. Museum Curator Gary Yarrington investigates 
each offer of a historical object and determines whether it 
should be part of the Library's collection. Presently the 
Museum is particularly interested in obtaining memorabilia 
from presidential campaigns, especially the early cam­
paigns from Washington through John Quincy Adams. Also 
wanted are objects relating to American History from the 
1930's through the early 70's - the span of Lyndon John­
son's political career. 

Old friends and neighbors of the Johnsons often donate 
family photographs to the Library. One recent acquisition is 
a 1903 photograph of Sam Rayburn's graduating class from 
East Texas Normal College in Commerce, Texas. These 
photographs are placed in the photo archives and are used 
by researchers and as display material 

A recent acquisition of the LBJ Library is a gift from Mr. & Mrs. Wesle·y West of Houston, Texas, (above). 
The gift, displayed on the first floor of the Library, consists of (1) thr e solid sterling commemorative plates inlaid 

with gold as pa·rt of the g(ft of 98 presidential plates; (2) a Bicentennial bow~ numbered 66 of a limited edition of 750, 
rrafted of solid sterling silver and lined with 24 karat gold; (3) a complete set of 42 solid sterling silver medals com­
memorating first ladies; and (4) a complete set of 50 solid sterling silver Bicentennial medals. 

It is through significant gifts of this natur that the library is able to expand and diversify its museum collection, 
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The Speech That 
Stunned The Nation 

With America's sons in the fields far away, with America's future under challenge right here at home, with our 
hopes and the world's hopes for peace in the balance every day, I do 11ot believe that I hould devote an hour or a day 
of my time to any personal partisan causes or to any duties other than the awesome duties of this office -- the Presi­
dency of your country. 

Accordingly, I shall not seek, and I wtllnot accept, the nomination of my party for another term as your President. 

With these words, President Johnson 10 years ago - on 
Mar h 31.1968, - stunned the nation and the world. 

His historic address, and the turbulent content of its 
times, are evoked in a special display in the lobby of the 
library. 

As LBJ later revea ed m his memoU"s, The Vantage 
Point, he had largely decided in 1964 not to run in 1968 for a 
second term. By late 1966 that decision wa jelling int a 
determination which, throughout 1967, he confided to sev­
eral friends and associat s. He considered announcing his 
decision on several occasions, including the State of the 
Union address to the Congress in January 1968. 

" .. Mar h 1968 pr ved to be exactly the right month ... ", 
he wrote. "It coincided with the new effort I planned to seek 
Lhe way to peace in Vietnam. I had found the right forum." 

The ppropriatene s of the timing was dictated by the 
course of the war in Vietnam. n January 30-31, the annt 
versary of the Lunar New Year (Tet) in Vietnam, the North 
Vietnamese and the Viet Cong had launched an offensive 
against virtually every city and military installation in 
South Vietnam. 

Although the assault was not a military success - it had 
failed in its stated purpose to destroy the South Viet­
namese Army and rally the cities to the invader' cause -
its effect was devastating in the United States. It harshly il­
luminated the frustrations nd division~ which the long war 
had created. 

President Johnson's March 31 speech was intended basic­
all to set out his "new effort ... to seek the way to peace." 
It did that: it announced a halt to U.S. bombing of most of 
North Vietnam. The closely guarded ind-up of the speech, 
taking the President out of the polittcal race that year, had 
a two-fold purpose: to take the war out of national politics, 
and, domestically, to try to bridge the great divisions. 

Included in the Library's display are newspaper stories 
about the Tet offensive, a scale model of one of the battle 
areas which was in the Situation Room, various drafts of 
the Pres id nt's March 31 speech, a number of photographs 
from the occasion, and a sampling of letters which deluged 
the White House afterward. from New York's Senator Rob­
ert Kennedy to a housewife in Utah. 

11 



Austin's Loss Is Washington's Gain 

John Fawcett, former Chief Archivist of the LBJ 
Library, and his wtfe Sharon have accepted positions with 
the National Archives in ashington, D. C., wher John 
joins the Office of Presidential Libraries and haron, also 
an archivist, is a signed to the Industrial Social Branch. 

John began his career as a museum assistant with the 
Hoover Library, majoring in history at the University of 
Iowa and became an archivist upon graduation. Foll wmg a 
term in the National Archives Training Program, he was 
a .1gned o the White House m 1968 to assist in preparing 
mat ri ls for the LBJ Library. At the end of the Johnson 
Administration he moved to Austm to work for the Library, 
where he served as Chief f th Audio-Visual Section from 
1973-1976, and then as Chief Archivist. 

Sharon received her M.A. m 1969 from the University of 
Texa.i; and joined the Library staff soon after as an archiv­
ist. he and John were married in 1970. 

The Fawcett : 
John (above) 
and Sharon 
(right). 
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COMING EVENTS 

Visitors to the LBJ Library this year will have 
chance to see several touring exhibits in addition to 
the regular exhibits and films at the library museum. 

A display of White House Ne s Photographers 
Best News Pictures of 1968 - President Johnson's 
last year in office - 111be on exhibit from April to 
June, 1978. There will be a panel show from Lhc 
Smithsonian on "America's First Ladies" from May 
27 to June 25. In Sept mber, the National Arrhiv ' 
remarkabl exhibit of great historical map , entitled 
"Tak mg the Measure of the Land," wi 1 open. 

lso on the planning board of Curator ary Yar­
rington is an Armistice Day exhibit on World War I, 
commemorating the 60th anniversary of the conclu­
sion of the war. In ovember, military personnel 
throughout T xas, as well as veteran group , are 
especially invited to attend the exhibit of memorabilia 
and photographs of World War I. 

LBJ Award 
To Go For Education 

This year the Lyndon Baines Johnson Foundation Award 
will recognize outstanding ontributions in t e area of edu­
cation. 

The recipient of the 5th annual $25,000 award will be 
named this summer. 

Each year the award is presented to a living Ameri an 
who has made significant contribution to the national well­
being in a specific field f endeavor. The field changes from 

ear to year. 
Previously, tht> award has gone to Roy Wilkins, Execu­

tive Director of th NAACP m the field of Civil Rights; 
Ivan Allen, former Atlanta Mayor, and Franklin Thoma . 
former President o the Bedtord t yvesant Restoration 
Corp., in Urban Affairs; Dr. George Lof, Director of the 
Solar Energy Applications Laboratory at Colorado State 
University, for his work in the field of Solar Energy, and 
Dr. Sidney Garfield, pioneer in the field of prepaid health in­
surance and founder of the Kaiser Permanente Medical 
Care Program. 

C -chairing the Awards Committee are Mrs. Johnson, 
nd William J. McGill, President of Columbia University. 

Other members are Mr. George R. Brown, former Chairman 
of the Board, Brown and Root, Inc .. Dr. Robert A. Good, 
President, Sloan-Kettering Institute for Cancer Research; 
Mi Linda G. Howard, Professor, Ohio tate University; 
Mr. Arthur B. Krim, Chairman of the Board, Orion Pictur s 
Corporation; Mrs. Albert Lasker. President, Albert & Mary 
Lasker Foundation, Inc.; Honorable Thurgood Marshall, 
Associate Justice, Supreme Court of the U. .; Mr Harry 
McPherson of the law offices of Verner, Liipfert, Bernhard 
and McPherson; and Mr. Mark Ward, graduate student at 
the University of Minnesota. 
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