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SPEAKERSENLIVEN 
AUTUMN 

AT THE LIBRARY 
A distinguish d array of speakers from the worlds of poli­

tic cducation and history provided a lively serie!> of evenings 
at the Library during the final quarter of the year. They 
included: 

• enator Daniel Patrick Moynihan. who served as assistant 
·ecretal) of lab r during the Kennedy anJ Johnson admin­
istratiom,. and later as a-;sislant to Presid ·nt RichJrd 
!\ ,on a<; U.S. ambassad r to I ndi • and as Am riLa • !> 

, oice in the United at, n. 
• Chari • ., Rohb former governor nf Virginia. ,on-rn-lm\ ot 

Pn.:s1dcnt and ~trs Johnson. and chamnan nf the Derno­
crnt1.: Leadership Council. 

• Da\ id and Juhc ,xon Eis1:nho\\er. husband and wife re 
pr senung important strands or thL nati n s pnht1cal his­
tory. ,, ho have both recent!) \Hittc:n hliok~ about their 
•amou, rdativi.:s. 

• H1,t1man David kCullough whose pn.:vious book, have 
bt: n :inc.mt Theodore R sevclt tht. Pan· ma Canal and lhL 
Brook)) n Bridge. JnJ \\ hose cum:nt subject , President 
Ham S Truman. 

• Lari) r Tt.mple once spr..:Lial coun:cl to Pn .. sident fohn­
,on, now an <\ustrn attorney and for th(. last year and a 
half cha,nnan of a select committee appninh.:J by rhe Gm 
tmor of Tex.is tn look into tht suhj l:I of igher education. 

Thi: pagi.:s that follm, offer a sampling ol their presentations 

Senator Moynihan 

Gonrnor Robb 

David and Julie Eisenhower. \\ith moderator Lewis Gould 



Excerpts From Moynihan: 

A FAR-RANGING LOOK AT RECENT HISTORY 

... A political era ends .,..hen a person in a prominent place 
fan.dully a ... ~crt-. that it i-. lime the nation adopt a policy which 
b preci,cly !he puhcy tho.,e in olhcc have proclaimed to be 
-.c1..m:~l} in place. And the end ol the Reagan era came on 
Di::cenibcr-+.I 986. on the o -ed pag • of the Nl'w York T111u·.1. 
~hen a rc,pccted eJnor of a foreign policy magazine declared. 
"It is high time tor America to dcmon.,tratc awarcne ., of its 
~trength in the world today and act like a great power and not a 
supplicant. • End ot Reagan era. The spec1tk event that ended 
the era was the appearance of American emissaries. chol..'olate 
cake in one hand and the Bible in the other in the farthest ante­
room of the A ·atollah - who of course. sent eunuchs to re­
ceive the trihute and dismis,; the emissaries withllUt even a sou­
venir of worry beads, far lc:-.s an audicnc in lhisl chamber. 

The most important thing a great power can do is be undcr-
tood and the most dangerous thing is to be misunderstood. 

And when we say we stand or snmc things wc must never be 
seen to have done che opposite. And people associated with 
!hat have to leave. It doesn't matter which party. 

As an ambassador you use back-channel communications 
occasionally to get to the secretary without going by the 
assistant secretary. But the absolute explicit understanding 
is that you report to the secretary of state. You're ap• 
pointed by the President to serve the secretary of state. 
Anyone who does not, has to be dismissed. It cannot be 
allowed. 

In the I 960s we saw North Vietnam as the point of a lance 
firmly held } the Chinese Communists and the Soviet Com­
munists pointed down th perimeter of Asia heading off into 
Indonesia. up the Bay of Bengal to India, and evel)'body kne 
that Lenin had said the road to Paris is through Calculla 

People who came into Wa ·hington with Kennedy had read all 
the books and knew all the doctrines. They were tht: fir-.tpeo­
ple who ever came mtn the White House who would know that 
Lenin said the road to P.iris is through Calcutta. And the re ·ult 
fwas) Vietnam ... Lyndon Johnson inherited it and was su,pi­
cmus of it. but he couldn't pcrsuaJc hims If that he 1-..new more 
about the suhje t than the people whos good fortune it was to 
know more about such things than the likes llf him A scnil1r 
offo:ial of the .Johnson adrrnn1,tration someone in h1 White 
Haus~. satd tu me rec ntly that by the time John.on c..ime lll 
office his predecessors had created such a myt or inv1m:1blc 
communism that Johnson and his adviser-. could not break out 
of that conception. 

Apart only from decolonialization, the single most impor­
tant fact of the third quarter of the 20th centur) was the 
collapse of Marxist-Leninist ideology. A fighting creed 
which at one point came near to dominating the intellectual 
life of the metropolitan centers of the \\orld simpl) col­
lapsed. In part this was so because it failed in its promises 
when put in place in the So,iet Union, but also because it 
was simply argued into general disbelief ... That simple 
essential fact has deprhed \Iosco" of half the efl'ecthe 
power it had in the world ... The So, iet l!nion h~ ex­
traordinary economic problems. The countr) cannot t d 
itself. lt has grown militarily stronger, and that i a great 
phenomenon, but partly its military strength is the cau e of 
its economic weakness and a response to it. 

Communist-induced convulsions are not like y to be the 
most important. The most important will be ethnic i charal..'ter. 
denvmg from differences and ri,alrics of race and religion and 
language. and will affect much larger nt1t1c~ and ar much 
more dungerou . as we ~ee in Southern Africa rn the Middle 
East and in the Gulf. 

The press is doing its job. You know, there's a pretty 
good rule as you tra,·el around the world. If you're in a 
place and you're not quite sure what kind of place it is, get 
hold of the newspapers. Ir the newspapers are filled with 
good news, you can be pretty sure the jails are filled with 
good men. 

In I 976 and I 980 and 1984 the principal proposition of the 
campaign was that the government of Washington i. not our 
government. It i!. their government - whoever "they" ure. 
"They" are ,,ur adversaries. That is a corruptrng idea You can 
say what you will about Lyndon Johnson - and people have 
- there was not a day that he didn't respect in every inch of 
him the government of the Unit d States He didn't think it 
perfect, and he didn't think it pcrfectibk - but he thought it 
could be made better, and he r'1ought it did do goo<l. And he 
was right 
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The Eisenhowers: Famous Family Reminiscences 

Da,id Eisenhower. grand­
son of Dwight D. Eisen­
hower. discussed hi!i work, 
Eisenl,ower at War, an ac­
count of his grandfather's 
command of the allied ex­
peditionary forces in Eng­
land in World \.\'ar II. 

\\hat I mi._'inall~ rnnt.:LIVed of w· J bnnl.. that \mull.I ha\e begun 
wuh m~ grJndfathtr', ,.:clind tern ... lliutJ a, I got i'ltu the ~101;, L 
lnund that I had an end but I c:.id nm have a beginning. ~n 11..ept hc111g 
h.:d bad,ward .... 111that m\1ntcnt \\here thi. h<>nk ,tart,. 

In N1>,crntx:r llJ4.,. lnr the liN 11 L the Amt.:ric.,m pn:sid.:nl and 
thc Sln·ict rrcP11er. sat dow [together!. Thi \\Us < n.: uf thi.: f!TCJt 

,Jitical cv.:nt of the 1:cntury and the reJ i,,uc for u, \\J . . . ·.:r" 
\ re, ll~ p~pa.rcd Ill Ilaunch ,cc11nd fronl''J \\ hen th • l nmmamkr 
\Csted \\ith rc~pon,ibiht:,. for thL cxccutinn of thL opaatmn wa, 
named. it v.a, [)v. if!hl EisenhO\\er. !That s1tual1.:d m, suh1ci.:t in the 
middk of ,nmething 1mpor1an1 whid1 continuco right nn through h1, 
pre,idcn~·~ and ·hie c ntmu.:, nn up w thi~ day - this strange rela­
tionship bet\.\.: n the American, and Ru"1an . 

I think that the !\ecr I 0I his ,ui:i.:ess as a rnalitinn comman er 1s 
that he was alisolutely 1.kdicatcd tn the purpose, ot the coalit1un and 
he ,l',sumcd that e\'erybod:, ebe w 1s de~ptte uutv.ard difference,. I 
bdic\.e thar the outi:omc vmd1cated hi', 1udgmcnt. 

I th-nk hat (the i:-.su1:of! Berlin c01m:~ duwn 1111, thdl there h thi, 
[period - h.:• ,ay about four or five weeks in the spring of 1945 -
\.\hen th.: German, have given up on the \\htem fronl. (Some} Briti,h 
\.\rttcrs insi,t that the mcrican lcader~h1p ~1ar. hall and E\en­
howcr primarily - should ha ·c used that lpcriodl to gain control of 
Germany - Berlin and Germany - which would have g1\'l:n che al­
lies dccL-ive ,ay concerning the, ccupation ,cctors in Gcnnan and 
thi. 1. the the )I) - we e ul<l UVL !bargained( fur ln:e election, in 
Poland Czcchoslpvakia and ,o on. 

What I ti) 10 sho • i, that Berlin -ould have been a deviation by 
the allies that would have unerly destroyed any chances of a ,ettlc­
mcnt m 1::urnpe at all. 

We could not walk into Berlin with the German, acquiescing '-' ith­
out telling them that they could wail for u, to arrive C\.1:rywhi:re cbe. 
That would have bucked up German re,istance aga111st the Russiam m 
Czeeho,lovalda. It would have meant a long ,tand in Norwa). ii 
would have meant a stand in Den ark. M), grandfather b} avoiding 
the Berlin invitation. wa, saying. in effect Jto the Germans!. ··we 
will not trucl.. with you. and we will accept nothing except um.ondi 
Lmnal ~urrender to the Americans. Briri,h and Russians.·· That was 
the basic dec1si n at the outset of World War II. and the basis of the 
future ,eulement \h1ch wa~ given a chani:e by his dccdon to halt the 
9th Army on the Elbe and to concentrate on hi~ military objective. 

The settlement ha, served u great purpose It has endured for 41 m 
42 year.. and it \HJUld not have lasted a year if E1senhmvcr had di­
rected troops mto Berlin in April of 1945. in my opinion. 

Julie Eisenho\\er, daughter 
or former Pr sident and 
Mr . Richard Nixon. talked 
about Pat Nixon; TJ,e l. n· 
told Story, her poignant 
memoir of her mother. 

I thmk her particular contrihut1un - one that she will prohahly be 
most rcmemhercd for - was the riile of goodwill amba,~ad'1r. bc­
cau,c sh• did travel to 78 nation, aroum.l th wurld rcpre,enting ,he 
United States (beginning! during the E:i,enh1mcr adminb1n11ion. 

My n11.1thcr did not feel comforta k gelling imolved in poll<:) i,­
~ue~. She \ 1ewed her nile as meeting people wl'-ml! ltl people h.:ing 
the eyu, and .:ai- She loved .:ampa1gmng. but she didn't feel 4uali­
licd nor diu she feel that it wus her rol.: t11 advisL on ,trat...g•i.: i;,ui.:s or 
e~cn nitty-!!ritty liticul issu s But sh1.. did foci ,tn1ngly in 197 I -
the \\Omen·. mov.:mcnt wa, just bL[nnning - thJt it would gi,t: u.:h 
a boost tu the dignit) '1f umen if a \\'11m;.m could b1.. n.un.::d t , th.: 
Supreme Court. 

She and .uratur Clem Conger worked very clo,l I) rogether. and 
nver 500 pi cc, of Amencan • rt and antique furniture ,,ere added lll 
thl \Vhite Hou. c cullcclion. \\ hich i, the larges( amount that had C\er 
ht:cn added. One l,f the great discoveries made during thmc year, a, 
Dolley Madison s portrait. You know the famou, stor\ or the lir 
when the Bnt1sh burned the White Hou.e in IX14 and you·vc read 
that President \\..i,hmgton', por1ratt wa~ split apart and rolkd up be­
cause lhey didn't h· ,e timL t,> unfa,ten it from the wall and wanted to 
sav the p rtrait and Dolley l\ladison wrutc lo her sister to sa) that 
the Briti,h were coming and ,he was savmg this portrait. Well \\ hat 
wa, not known is that she uho saved her own portrait trom the Whit 
House; and 1h1s turned up at the Pennsylrnma A1.:ademy of Art. (1 

now H 1s in the White House again. hanging in the Red Room where it 
should be. 

Bccaust: my p..iren1·s political lives arc ~ocomplelel) entwin<!d. I do 
ti) to expre" how they each viewed pivotal moment . In the ••fund 
crisi,'" of 1952. my father·\ react10 was 10 go on the offensive - to 
look at his emergence from rhe Checker.- speech as a triumph: the 
people rcsf.X11ldedto him, they had tdegraphed Eisenhower. 1hc} had 
telegraphed the National Committee. So he looked at that as a tn­
umph. But for my mother. a completely opposite reaction. She looked. 
at it as ~uch a painful incident that \\ hen I interviewed her for the 
txiok she couldn t even bear to bring herselt to lalk about it. 

I should hope that the letters that my parents v.role to each other 
during their courtship and the early years would be available some 
day. I thmk that the presidential library system is such an im rtant 
one in bringing acce~s. and I hope that there will be a Nixon Library 
some da) 

Unfortunately. my mother did not keep a White Hous diary ... so 
there arc not extensive pape . But what papers there arc. 1 would ltkc 
- if they arc willed to me - to open them to hbtonans. 
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McCULLOUGH: IN SEARCH OF HARRY TRUMAN 
work in a presidential library in Independence, Missouri 

much of my time. I believe very strongly not only in presiden­
tial libraries - they r ·ally transfonned our ability. our oppor­
tunity to understand the pn.:sidency - but I strongly support 
the idea that presidential libraries be located ~her· the presi­
dent came from. There is, as I am sure many of you know. a 
feeling among some historians and \Orne people in Washington 
that all the presidential paper,; should be in Washington under 
one umbrella of the ationaJ Archives and I. tor one, would 
argue t!ndkssly again<;l that. Our presidential libraries are a 
great national resource and all of u~ who are intere<;ted in them. 
all of us who support them. must continue t do so because 
every gesture ot ~upport that we can give 1s w II worth it. 

Harry Truman was an unreconstructed 19th century 
man. He hated the tekph n . among other things, ~o thank 
goodn ss he wrote letters to his mother, to his sister, to his 
wife. to his daughter. to friends. And he wrote private memo­
randa to himself and he kept a diary. a journal. 

Harry Truman, furthermore. never went to Washington as a 
senator until he was 50 years old. So for 50 long years it never 
occurred to him that he was a character in history Therdore he 
felt pe~ ctly free to b hims If on paper. So the letters and 
diarie::. at the Truman Library number in the hundreds, in the 
thousands. Now many have been published. but many more; 
have not been published. He is probably the la~l president we 
are ever going to have for whom it is possible to go below the 
surface to get inside his lit to know what he was really think­
ing and feeling to the extent that we can with Harry. 

... It is hard to imagine any president of the Unit d States 
with more dropped upon him suddenly than was thL case with 
Harry Truman m April 1945 when FDR died. He ,uddenly 
found himself the commander-in-chief of the greatest war of all 
time. He wa to a large extent unknown by the country. He had 
Roosevelt's very high powered cabinet to rea~sure. to guaran­
tee that he would continue tht: policic • of the great man. He 
was informed within a very short time of the atomic bomb, the 
existence of this terrible new weapon about which he'd been 

told virtually nothing. I le had to decide whether we would pro­
ceed with the United Nations. He was in the spotlight as never 
before in his life, for which, really, he was unprepared. 

When you're working in a library like this. the tendency is 
to go to the great collections, the Acheson papers, say, in addi­
tion to the Truman papers. But I had a wonderful time looking 
at the papen, that arc very seldom looked at. AnJ among thu~e 
are the papers of Mr. Truman's sister. Mary Jane. In all the 
time that Mr. Truman was dealing with these crushing issues, 
with the fate of the world, Mary Jane was writing to him from 
Grandview. Missouri where she and Mama Truman. as eve11-
body called her. lived. Th theme running through [herJ letters 
is that it is a tremendom, dis.service that her brother Harry has 
put upon all of them by becoming President. 

Mr. Truman's answer (invariably was to the cffectj. ··You 
both have done fine under this terrible blow ... 

One of the great benefits of a presidential library 1s the pic­
ture collect1on. You can learn an enormous amount by looking 
at pictures. And one of che most interesting o[ my recent di~­
coveries at the Truman Library are picture<; ol Mary Jane Tru­
man - this sister - who has alwayS, been described a~ an 
"old maid" a kind of picturesque Mi~souri lad), \\ ho ne"er 
married and who took care of Harry's mother until her death 
And then l found some pictures of Mary Jane taken on the 
Truman farm during the first World War. Harry went off 10 the 
war and Mary Jane stayed home and ran the farm. She was a 
beautiful young woman, really striking looking. And 'iuddenl_ 
it becomes a different story and you begin to wonder: why 
didn't she marry'? To what extent was she left with Mama s 
that Harry could go to ,.,ar? And of course. Harry nl!ver \\Cnt 
back to the farm because when he returned from the war he 
married Bess Wallace who lived in an entirely different world 
in Independence 

And by the vay, he went to war when he didn't need to 
because he was over age. his eyes were bad, and maybe more 
important than either - he was a fam1er. and President Wil'ion 
was urging all farmers to stay home. their services on the land 

ere more important than a uniform. So maybe Mal) Jane is a 
much more important character in Harry Truman's life than 
we've been led to believe. I'm sure she is a vet) interesting 
person. The tendency with a biography very often is to concen­
trate on the main character - too much so in my vi1::w because 
each of us is a part has something in us of the people that have 
mattered most to us and vice versa. So it seems to me that in 
order to understand Harry Truman. I've r ally go to under­
stand his wife. his mother, his sister hi<; daughter - all the 
people that really count ·d to him .. 

l was h tening one night to one of his Secret S rvicc men 
who was telling storie ab ut Stalin and Eii;enhower and Mr. 
Truman and I said. "'Well you· e been very kind to let me 
spend all this time with you because I'm sure you·re tired of 
telling thest: stories." And he said. "Mr. McCullough. I've 
never been asked to tell any of these storie .. " And that's a 
great loss, cause when those people are gone, that hi~tory 
will be gone. So the kind of work that is done by librari s such 
as this with oral history 1<; of vital importance 
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FORMER GOV. ROBB HOLDS DEMOCRATIC 
FOREIGN POLICY REVIVAL 

By Dav McNeely 
(Reprinted from the Austin America11-Sraresma11, 12/31/86) 

The Iran affair demonstrates that Republican President Reagan's 
foreign policy is "in complete disarray,·· according to former Virginia 
Gov. Charles Robb. 

But Robb cautioned that "the biggest mistake "c IDemocrats I 
could make is to view the Iran affair as a free p~s to the Whitc 
House.·· 

Robb. son in-law of the la11: Pr siuent Lyndon B. Johnson. i, ml!n• 
tioned a., a putent1al White House occupant himself - though he'~ 
personal!} pu~hmg U.S. Sen. Sam unn, D-Ga. Robb said he agrees 
"1th "lunn that Demucrats, as an alternative to the Republicans must 
,hapc a foreign policy based on rcadines, and strength. but tt·mpcre<l 
with fairness. 

··o.;mocrat~ today. quite rightly. reject a Republican foreign polic} 
that has too oft n been characteri,ed by military bluster and swagger­
in, rhetoric • Robb told a j int meeting ot the Austin Council 11f 
Foreign Affairs and the Friend, of the LBJ Library Mondav night. 
"Such a pnliq. hu1lt mainly on armaments and supcrpoy.,cr arro­
gance offer, no clear moral alternative to the cynical power politic. 
l,f the O\iet L'nion . 

.. And it provides no answer al all to the quesuons of poverty and 
injustice around the globe. Instead it allows our adversaries to po. e as 
the champion& of hope and progres, m the third world." 

Robb charged the Reagan foreign policy is "marked b} incoher­
ence" in the Middle Ea~t. and said Democrats don't hod much to 
n: omrnend 11 el. e\\.here. 

"We reject a policy that temporize, with the evil of apartheid in 
South Africa. that shrugs off human right abuse\ in non-communi\t 
countries. that ta,~ns over fri ndly autocrats, that pursues a wil<lly 
erratic. all-or-noching course on arm~ control, that n:achcs too quickly 
for militaT)' options and roo reluctantly for d1plomalic openings. and 
that too often ins,s~ on interpreting all tension and conflict in the 
context of the East-West rivalry." 

Democrats can't afford to succ mb to isolationist tendencie,. but 
inst ad should be a po itivc force in the world, ~aid Robb. who re­
cently took a two-week trip around the world that included ~tops in 
~everal foreign capitals. 

Robb is trying to rekindle the Demucratic spirit for foreign policy ol 
the style prdct1ced by Harry Truman. John Kennedy and. until the 
Vietnam swamp. by L ndon Johnson. The United States should pur­
sue demo ratic ideal~ abroad, but must have the military might neces­
sary to enforce its position. 

A Democratic fort!ign pohcy should recognize that the Ea,t-West 
nuclear terror is but a symptom of "fundamentally opposed political 
values," Robb said He ~aid that the United State~ should re-establish 
it,; role as a "beacon of hope to oppressed peoples ewrywhere, •• 
while not losing it, capacity to enforce peace through deterrence. 

He said that President R agan almost bargained away this country's 
nuclear missile, at the recent summit meeting at Reykja\.ik Iceland, 
despite the Soviet Union's superiority m conventional forces. To do so 
would amount to unilateral disarmament, Robb said. 

The Umtcd States, with help from European allies, mstead should 
achieve equality with the Soviets in conventional arms before it bar­
gaim away its nucl ar a<.:es. Robb ,aid 

The normally cautious Robb wa, rather dire t in criticizing Presi­
dent Reagan for the sale of anns to Iran and apparent use f some of 
the proceeds to fund the anti-Sandinista force~ fighting in Nicaragua. 

But he said that this country should not make dumb lorc,gn policj 
decisions in reaction to dumb actions in the Whit1,; Hou,e. 

•FiN, "e must learn the truth and hold those respnnsibk account­
able under the law " Robb said. "Seconu. v.e must re\lor the capac­
ity of the government and Pre,ident of the Lnitcd States to conduct an 
effective foreign polil.:y. 

"We must understand what the current crisi~ is and what it is not. 
It i.s a failure of decision-making. accountabilil), and ultimall:l,. uf 
presidential leadership. It i. not a sound basi, for det miming. futun: 
policy towards Central America.·· 

Robb said the United States should continue to back the Contra 
forces against "a sophistical d polic ,tate apparatu~ • set up b) the 
Sandinista government with So ie-t help. that has produced a military 
taehold for the Soviets 250 miles from the Panama Canal 

But Robb said the Unite<l States also should be consistent in step­
ping into situati\,n to help democracy. instead ol ~ittinj! on the side­
line, or sticking with authoritarian forces. 

"We an learn from past mistake, in Central America," Robb said. 
'·Today. m nations undergoing political struggles. such a: the Philip­
pines, South Korea. South Africa. Haiti and Chile, we mu. I place 
America's moral. economic and political support tirml) on the side of 
democratic forces before it's too late. instead of waiting until their 
politics polarize. the democratic center h eroded and y.,e fal'e. once 
again. only difli.cult ch ices instead of opportuniu ~-" 

He said there is a middl ground between the fervid anti-communist 
efforts of the Reagan White Hous in icaragua and ebewhere. and 
the hands-off attitude of some Democrats The hrst ~lep is outlining 
what this <.:ountry endorses. mste.id of just what it opposes. 

"We must fashion a larger pro-democracy polic for Central and 
Latin America. in,tead of merely reacting tu the dangers posed by a 
communist takeover." he said. 

This country also should help restructure debts of countric, in Cen­
tral and South America and to help them revive their economies with 
U.S. aid sent through conduits different from .. ,he same oil.I ineffi­
cient and inequitahlc \lructurcs - and in some cases th same old 
corrupt elite~." Robb said. 

Also, military aid lo the Contra~ should be conditioned on civilian 
control over military for es and clear commitment to dcmocrati1.. se)f. 
detennination and human nghts Robb said. 

But whatever n docs. obb said. the United State, annot afford to 
sit by waiting to hnd out how developments in Central American 
countries affect our security. • By the timt: we know precisely.·· he 
said ... it will be too late to act.' 

Whether Robb will be the eventual rnes~cnger. the foreign policy 
mes~age that he is putting forth may b what it takes to get th1:: Demo­
crats back in the White House 

5 

https://Reykja\.ik


Larry Temple: 

Some Provocative Thoughts On Education 

Temple was the Frank C. Ernin lecturer at the Library 
in ·ovember. (The lecture series is endowed in honor of the 
former chairman of The Unh·ersity of Texas Board of Re­
gents and LBJ Foundation Board.) His addreS.'i wa an im­
portant statement on education generally. •·Texas," he 
said, "is just a microcosm of the nation as a whole." 
Exe rpts: 

I want to identify what I have come to believe are the most 
fundamental issues underlying everything else that we con ider 
about higher education. 

So there will be no mistake about the point from which I 
start. I want to state my basic thesis or belie! of what higher 
education is about. 

The hu.,iness of higher education is 'ducation. It is nm job 
training It 1s not economic development It is not building 
campuses. I is nut many other thing that pe pk ascribe to il. 

Certainly, a quality and well supported higher education sys­
tem is the best vehicle we have to devise a sound and diversi­
fied econom}. Bright minds originate new ideas which lead to 
new indu~tries It'.- ob, 1ous that economic benefits now from a 
quality and accessibl higher educauon sy.~tcm. But that is a 
h1mejitof higher edm.:ation. not the purpose. The purp se or 
busincs. of higher education is education I believe we hav 
lost sight of that fact in recent year~ 

In this ·'high-tech" era we hav' been emphasizing the need 
for more science and engineering course!>. Yet m today's com­
plex world the most highly trained engineer technician. or sci-

entist - note that 1 said trained - cannot know what to du 
under changing social political. or cconomi( conditions with­
out ha ing at least a rullimcntaf}' understanding of histol"). 
government, and cconon11cs. ~ o many 01 our coll •ge gradu­
ates arc simpl) becuming well trained modern artisans They 
de not even know what they are missing because our eduu1-
tional system is failing 1hem. 

A college education has got Lo be more than a ¼Ork pcnnil. 
The United States is the onl) country in the world \~ here a 

person can be considered trul} educated and m)t he multi-lmgual. 
I believe protic1ency in a ,ec(1nd language shoullJ b a fC<.JUtn:­

ment lor college graduatinn. 
It 1s the responsibility nf our uni Cr!->ilies10 lead aml cajnle 

am.I ntice and inveigle and tnck students into taking rnl1rc hu­
manities and ltbeml arts courses. Every . tucknt should get a 
substantial amount of liberal education irrespective of field t\r 

degree major The curriculum ),hould ensure that a graduate 
with a bachelor's tkgree will be conversant with the best that 
has been thought and written abuut the human rnmltllon. We 
are not doing that tmlay - and the penalty we pa~ i, immcn,e. 

The head of one f the largest teacher:-· organization~ in thi 
country told the Sdecl ornmittee that only JO pi.:n.:t:nt of thos ... 
entering teacher du ation pmgram~ in thi~ count0 -:\er inti;nJ 
to teach. The rest have picked the education majnr a, tht: ea,~ 
mute to a college degree. That is a terrible indiccmenL of our 
colleges of education. 

These colleges must be reformed. I believe the best approach 
is the one suggested by the recent Carnegie Commi~s1on: limit 
colleges ol edu at1on to master\ level work and require all 
undergraduate· lo get their de ree'- in specific -;ubject areas· 
English, science. and so forth. That will as. ure the broader 
educatton necc..,sary for thost: who tran mit knowledge to th 
next gen ration 

While we are at the busines • uf looking at over-specialized 
fields. there are others that merit close examination. One is the 
field ol journalism. Although 1t has not been studied a~ closely 
as education. I have been told both by educators and JOumal­
ism graduates that too many technical joumalbrn courses are 
required for graduation. Reporters become ditorial riters and 
editors Newscaster~ become commentators. How can \Ve ex­
pect th.:m to analyze and e. plain th new· without a broad 
general education? 

And I fear that our colleges l)f business have a tendency to 
become trade schools. In many cases licensing and accredi ing 
agencies - . uch as in the case of accounting - dictate the 
curriculum. That is wrong. I just don't believe our business 
graduates ar as liberally educated as they need to be. 

Perhaps we need to consider requiring double undergraduate 
degrees for anyone majoring in an und rgraduate professional 
field. This would not be in any way a move to diminish profes­
sional or teacher education. It would just requir a egree in a 
discipline as an academic building block upon which profes­
sional skills would be added. 
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"TEXAS IN TRANSITIO " 
NOW A PUBLICATION 

The June 15. 1986 edition of Among Friend~ r1,;pnrted on a ,ym­
[I0sium that took place at the Library last spring - ·Texas tn 

Tr.in. ition •• which probed the state's burning qucstinn in ns 
,e,quicent.:nnial year: ho\\ to Jll)' it~ ,agging economy - brought nn 
largcl) b; the collaps-. in oil price\ - am.I create a structure for eco­
nomic Jevi.:.lopmcnt that wtll prevent similar col apse, in the future 

No\\, the proceedings nf the conference \\ilh an addcu ~election of 

rnmmcniancs anJ putiJi ·hcd articles wriucn subsequently b) forum 
panicipant,. 1, available in a publiLaUon bearing th..: same name. 

It was edited b) Michad Gillette. chief of the Libra!) , Oral Hi,­
tmy and Acquisition programs and one of 1h organi1er. uf lh1: 
(·onfcr..:m:e. 

fhc l:>o1)kv,as pubfohed b} the LBJ School of Pu lie Affair~. Lll­
,pon,11r with th-. Library of the symposium. Copies may he purchased 
for 9 95 each from the LBJ School's Ofhc:1: of Publication,. P.O. 
Drawer Y. Uni'>er-,1ty Station Au,tin Texas 78713-7450. 

Kiran Dix 

Kiran Dix ha been named volunteer coordinator for the 
Library. Ms. Dix, who h~ been w1lh the Library since 
1981, took over when Annette Sadler retired last De­
cember. MannelteDiederich is the new assistant volun­
teer coordinator. 

IN MEMORIAM 
John Macy 

fohn \lacy wa, head uf the Civil Ser­
vic" Commi,,ion during the KcnnedJ 
and Johnson admini~tmtions In aJdi­
tion. he ~erved a, chict lalenl s..:out tor 
President Johmon. 

RESEARCH GRANTS AWARDED 
TO TWENTY-SIX SCHOLARS 

Twenry-six ~ holars have been selected as the 1986-1987 recipient~ 
of grant, to ~l\ld) in the LBJ Library. The funds. toraling $19. 750.00 
this :,-ear arc made availabl by The Lyndon Bain s Johnson Founda­
tion by , irtue of a grant from the Moody Foundation to help ~tudent~. 
teacher,. and wntef'\ use the Library's resources by providing support 
for tra\'el and h'> ing expenses. 

Those receiving grant~-in-aid and the titles o their proposed 
project~ are: John Adam:... 'Competition or Cooperation: The Ques­
tion of I·cdcral-State Interaction and the isc of the Lov,.cr Colorado 
River Authority, 1933-39": Michael K rown, "The Segmented 
Welfare State"· Walter Buenger. ··Wright Patman and Big Busi­
nes, '; Du,id L. DiLco, "George Bull's Vietnam Dissent": Mathias 
Drcis.,ig, • Inc Bracero Program and Labor Relations rn the U.S.' : 
Rena Fon,ecu. 'PromiSl' UnfulHlled· Indian-American Relations m 
the l%(h"· Robt:rt \1. Hathaway. "Special Relation~: Bntarn and 
America in the Postwar World", George Herring, "LBJ's Conduct of 
Limit d War rn Vietnam": Robert Hilderbrand. 'The Johns n Ad­
mmistrution and the Vietnam War" Charle, E. Jacob. "Variations rn 
Presidential Styles of Macroeconomic Policy Management··. Law­
rence Jacobs • ln,tuutional Change in the U.S. and Bntain: National 
Health Service Act of 1946 and the Medicare Act of I 965": Samuel 
Ktmell. "The Politic, of the White House Staff": Yuen Foong 

Khong. "From Rotten Apples to Falling Dominos to Munich: The 
Problem of Reasoning by Analogy about Vietnam... Peter 
Kroncnberger. • 'The Decision to Commit S Combat Troops to South 
Vietnam" Thomas S. Langston. "The Influence of Pe pie of Ideas in 
Presidential Po!icymukmg: FDR-Reagan··· Denni, Merrill. "Bread 
and the Ballot: The U.S and India's Economic Development 19-D-
1971 ·: Franklin D. Mitchell. "President Truman The South and 
Postwar Race Relation,. l 945-1953"; Kcvm Mulcahy "Program­
ming, Politics and the PubhL Interest: An Adrninistrntivc Biograph) of 
the Corporation for Public Broadcasting' • Julie L. Pycior, 'Lyndon 
Johnson and M xican-Amcril-ans in the Great Depression"· Jame; 
Ralph. "Northern Protest· Martin Luther King, Jr. Chicago. and th 
Civil Righb Movement": John Robey. "Transportation Polic:, uring 
the Johnson Adminbtration": Michael Schaller. "General Douglas 
MacArthur and American Policy in Asi~ 1935-1951 ·: Jordan 
Schwarz, .. A Political History of lntla1ion in 20th cntury America": 
Jerri-Lynn Scofield, "The Evolution of U.S. Trade Polley from the 
Kennedy Round Through the Tokyo Ruund'': Car I A. Weisenberger 
"The National Youth Ad imstration in 1i xas, 1935·1943: A Ca~c 
Study" and James R. Williamson "Busine\5 Concentrntion and 
Antitrus1 Policy During the cnnedy-Johnson Years. • 
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COMING EVENTS AT THE LIBRARY 

Feb. 16 An Evening with Brian Urquhart, former under ~ccretary gcnerdl 
of the U.N. 

Feb. 19-20 Symposium, ··The American Constitution: Rctro,pec! 
and Prospect" 

Feb. 25 An Evening with oben Flynn (on literature of the Southwe~t) 

Feb. 18 Opening of .:xhibition "Eleanor Roosevelt: First Person Singular" 

March 5 An Evening: ith Barry Goldwakr 

Apri ' Special preview of exh1b11inn "Washmgton Merry-Go-Round· The 
Worl of Drew Pearson." Guest speaker; Jack Anderson 

Eleanor Roose~cll 

Amon~ the Library', recent di. tmauishcd vis11l1rswa. Tcxa, • JU 
niur senatnr Phi1 Gramm. "h11 llmn:c.1 the rn,tallation \Ith Diru.tllr 
H:im. :\!id<lkton. Senator Grnmm v.ho (lnce tJUt!ht at T1:.as A&l\.t 
LlniH'.r.-.ity. \1a, in Austin tor the trad1tinn:tl UT-A&l\.1 r,mth,tll game 
nnThanksgivingDay. IA&l\.l wnn. lt>-J.) 

Thoma., J. Hirschfc.:ld. an 1'xpcrt m arm, rnntml and European ,c­
cunty i,sues. is the Di,11ngu1~hcd Vi,illn._' Tum ShLk PrnlL\Mlf 111 

World Peace for 1986-87 at the LBJ Schnol ul Publa: A fairs 
The annual conference nrgan1zed by thi: Tum . lick pmk"or will 

be hd<l th1\ ye.ir un M,m:h '.\rd. 

(phuto courte,y nf Charle, Stcd LIT Phntt1grJph~ Sci'\ ice~) 

A/\10NC FRIENDS OF IH,'is ,1 puh/1c:Jti<Jnni thf' Friend, nt the LBJ L1/Jr.1ry 

Edrwr· L,11· rt•i•ttc I) Rt t·d 
RP ,•.urh A i t.inct': 'h.ir/e, CorJ..rc1n,(,.tr\' Y,1mn~t, 111 

rhnto11r,1rh\': frJni. \\, ,Jfe.f',w/ Ch1•vc1/1er 
\tail,-\ 11'{,mt e: Yn/,im).r 81 1nzer ,hirlt•' /dnll' 

The I BJtrbrJr\ r ,>n( 01 e1ghr pre identi 1/ 1,br.irrt•s ,1dminr,terro b, the 
atmn,1/ Arth11 µ, nd Rec:ord Adm1ni-tr,111nn 




