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White House Telephone Tapes and the "Johnson Gang" 
The recordings of President 

Johnson's telephone conversations 
have been steadily stimulating inter­
est since the Library opened the first 
ones in 1993. 

In articles on the Johnson fami­
lies-immediate and extended-in 
its July issue, Texas Monthly maga­
zine called attention to what it con­
sidered the tapes contribution to the 
continuing upswing in LBJ's histori­
cal standing. (A recent panel of his­
torians ranks him the tenth best U.S. 
president.) 

The story on the tapes them­
selves was written by Paul Burka. 
Calling them "a remarkably candid 
portrait of a master politician at 
work," Burka noted that the passage 
of time and a new appreciation of 
Johnson's social programs clearly 
contributed to !his new look. But 

without the release of the tapes at 
this time, a quarter-century before 
the schedule set by the President, he 
wrote, "a new appreciation of 
Johnson would have remained at 
least 23 years in the futur ;• and 
"contemporaries (such as historian 
J hn Kenneth Galbraith and former 
Senator George cGovern, one-time 
harsh critics who have recently 
revised their judgments) "would 
never have had the chance to 
reassess their opinions." 

Brian Sweany, author of the 
story on "The Johnson Gang," says 
the question he is most often asked is 
why he became interested in Lyndon 
Johnson, "who died eleven month. 
after l was born." The reason, he 
maintains, is two-fold: "I have 
always been interested in politics 
and Texas history," and "LLBJ's] life 

Cover: Texas Monthly writer Brian 

Sweany and three members of the LBJ 

Administration he wrote about: Liz 

Carpenter, Bob Hardesty, and George 

Christian. Carpenter was press secre­

tary to Lady Bird Johnson; Hardesty 

was a speechwriter, and Christian was 

LBJ's press sectretary. 

is kind of a cap ·ulation of Texas his­
tory in this century .... The oth r 
thing is the release of the Johnson 
tapes. As 1 began listening to them, 
and then reading about him, there 
were these amazing things that had 
been completely overlooked in my 
mind: his commitment to civil rights 
... the liberal programs which are 
still so important in our society ... 
Medicare, Medicaid, federal assis­
tance to education, the most sweep­
ing series of environmental laws that 
have ever been passed at any one 
time, a program such as had never 
been instituted on a national scale­
the War on Poverty. So that's how I 
became interested in Lyndon 
Johnson .... He was the consum­
mate politician." 

Brian Williams 
Assesses LBJ Tapes 

Brian Williams, anchor and edi­
tor of NBC's cable news program 
and backup to Tom Brokaw's 
•' ightly I w ;' says the tapes are 
filling in many blanks in the record, 
and forcing a major overhaul of his­
tory books. 

Speaking at the Library in 
June-delivering the fifth Harry 
Middleton Lecture-Williams said 
that "These tapes afford us an ability 
to know Lyndon Johnson in a way 
unlike we ha e known any other 
president." C-SPA has put hundreds 
of the tapes on their web site, and 
with historian Michael BeschJos ·' 
first volume on the tape·, Taking 
Charge, !hey are bringing home to 
America the earth and inimitable 
character of Lyndon Johnson. This, 
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plus the passage of time, Williams 
said, have encouraged many of LBJ's 
early critics to urge that we take a 
"rich second look" at this record. 

The tapes are also instructive 
about the human side of the 
Johnson White House. H w el e 
would we know, Williams asked 
whimsicalJy, of Mrs. Johnson's 
devotion to the highly popular TY 
series '' unsmoke,' if we had not 
heard, on certain presidential phone 
calls from the living quarter in the 
Mansion, Marshal Matt Dillon and 
the sounds of Dodge City gunplay 
in the background? 

Williams likened LBJ's tele­
phone style Lo a famous painter's 
technique. "[lJt was during the long 
conversations, like Jackson Pollack's 
broad strokes, that the poetry was Lo 
be found, the philosophy of Lyndon 
Johnson, and the beauty of it and, at 
times ... the great pain and self-
doubt. ... " 

Williams leaves the controversy 
over Vietnam to the judgment of his­
tory. But, he said, "I have heard the 
anguish .... land] the advice lhe was 
getting]: ·Go in; keep going; once 
you're in, build up!"'even as other 
voices warned of tragedy. In mid-
1964 Senator Richard Russell or 
Georgia told LBJ that Vietnam wa. 
·'the damned worst mes. J ever . aw, 
and I don't like to brag." And LBJ 
responded glumly, "I've been think­
ing that way for the past six months." 

An occasional Johnsonian mala­
prop helps balance the somber 
moment , Williams observed, such as 
"What I'm trying to do is avoid a fait 
accompli ahead or time." And "All of 
our people talk too much; they've got 
hydrophobia of the mouth," 

How will history deal with LBJ? 
"Lyndon Johnson will be ranked at or 

·RFE Ht: IT A RANG R KILLER, BY GARY RTWRI HT 
DE PERATELY SEFKI ' US 1 DELL• J. . PEN TEY, PINCHED 

exasMonthly 
rh pre r' inner 
i:ird 1 • lo ers 

to M .1mara­
und !om generation 

of John on. 

Plus:The man 
\\ hu twd L ndon, 

b , Paul Rzirk, 

near the top, in terms of domestic b j the single event that LBJ is most 
accomplishments in this century, his critiqued upon," but LBJ's enduring 
chief competition being, of course, legacy is "the most sweeping pack­

ranklin Delano Roosevelt," WiL!iams age of social legislation in American 
believes. "[T]he Vietnam War [will history." Williams ref rred to a recent 
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Because of the LBJ tapes, . ays Brian William , "I know him as well as any man I'll ne er meet." 

poll of histori'tns which puts Johnson 
in the top ten of all pr sidents. 
'"Lynd n Johnson'· image is under­
going an incredible renaissanc : 

hatever answer I give tonight will 
... soon be moot as these tapes con­
tinue lo come out." 

A member of the audience asked 
how, Lhirt years hence, Williams 
might asses· William Clinton in an 
address at his presidential library. 
Williams smiled: 'Well ... thirty 
years from now. I'll tell you." 

Making the telephone recordings available to the public is a 

long and complicated process, requiring the work of the 

entire Archjves staff. Despite other demand on their time, 

they review and process an average of 6.5 hours of record­

ing a month, and open the conversations in chron logical 

segments. To date, they have opened the conversations from 

November 22, 1963 through March 1965, and plan to open 

the conver ations for April and May 1965 early next year. 
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Changing of the Guard: Director Middleton to Retire 
By Robert Hicks 
Public Relations Ot'ficer 

Harry Middleton, long-time 
(and almost the onJy) Director of the 
LBJ Library and Museum, plans to 
hang it up. ln a letter to John Carlin, 
Archivist or the United tat s. 
Middleton stated his intention to . tep 
down effective Fall 200 I. 

In the letter, Middleton writes, 
"My 30-year run as leader of this 
great institution has been an adven­
ture without qual, an encount r with 
history ... that has filled the experi­
ence with excitement and purpos ." 

President Johnson let it be 
known he wanted Middleton as direc­
tor while he was working with LBJ on 
the President's memoirs. In 1970, one 
year before the Library was dedicat­
ed, he took over from Chester 
Newland, who resigned after less than 
a year. 

Middleton joined the Johnson 
Administration as a speechwriter in 
1966 after meeting the President 
while writing the report for a presi­
dential commission. 

Prior to that he had worked as a 
reporter for the Associated Pr ss. as 
news editor of Archirecrural Fortun 
magazine, and as a freelance writ r. 
A native of Kansas Middleton grad­
uated with a degree in journalism 
from Louisiana State University. In 
1986, LSU's Manship School of 
Mass Communication inducted Mr. 
Middleton into the Manship School 
Hall of Fame for distinguished alumni. 

The August 2000 edition of 
Texas Monthly magazine described 
Middleton as "The Man Who Saved 

BJ," for his decision to release 
President Johnson • taped tel phone 
conversations, 25 years before tJ1 SO­
year embargo the President had 
placed on them. Since the public 
release of the tapes began in 1993, 
historians have taken them into 
account in reassessing the Johnson 
presidency. A panel or 58 historians 
assembled recently by the C-SPA 
television network ranked LBJ tenth 
among the 41 U.S. presidents. 

Others credited Middleton for 
his role in the presidential library sys­
tem. Former President Gerald Ford 

said during a spee~h at the Library in 
1997, ·'Harry, Pr sident J hnson 
would have been so proud of the lead­
ership you have provided over the 
years-not only in making this great 
institution wrnthy of the man it hon­
ors, but in setting . tandards of excel­
lence that have tra.nsfoITTJ d the presi­
dential library -ystem." 

During his t nure, the Library 
has served researchers and historians 
by pro iding invaluable assistance 
and ace ss to the 45 million historical 
papers or LBJ and his close as oci­
ates. 11 has also provided a forum for 
scholars and policy-makers Lo debate 
broad-ranging subjects: civil rights, 
the Great Society and Vietnam. 

M iddieton says that whatever 
success the Library ha. achie ed has 
come because it has follm ed LBJ's 
instruction. that the Library shou Id 
look ahead, and not solely at the past. 

To that end, the Library has hosted 
dozens of symposia onvened o 
address su h topics as "Our Children 
in Crisis," the conlli ting demands of 
energy and the environment, and 
'The Press: Free and Responsible?" 
Lecturers of every political persua­
sion-from Barry Goldwater to 
Jimmy Carter-ha e fi lied the LBJ 
Auditorium. 

The retiring dir ctor says the 
thing he is proud st of is that the 
Library kept tbe word of L ndon 
Johnson, who remarked during the 
Library's 1971 dedication cer -
monies: "II is all here: tbe story of our 
time-with the b ·k off. There is no 
record of a mistake. nothing ritical, 
ugly or unpleasant that is not includ­
ed in the files here .... This Li rary 
will show the facts, not just the joy 
and triumphs, but the sorrow and fail­
ures, too." 

. .. and in the home stretch. 
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Changing of the G ard: Library Gets New 

New Museum curator Cohen 

Dr. Sandor ("Sandy") B. Coh n 
recently became the third curator to 
serve the Johnson Museum in its 29 
years of operation. Born and raised in 
Baltimore, Sandy was educated at 
Towson University, Wrighr State 
University, and Columbia Pacific 
University. For rwelve years he was 
Director of Curatorial Operations at the 
National Museum of Am rican Jewish 
Military History in Washington, D.C. 
Before that he was Curator of the 
New Jersey Historical Society, and 
taught at the Historical Museum of 
Southern Florida. 

Cohen has extensive experience 
in mu eum operations and has a 
number of major exhibit t his cred­
it, including Rescue and Renewal: 
Cf's and Displacecl Persons ( /946 to 
/957); Women in rhe Milirary: A 
Jewish Perspecrive; Cf's Remember: 
Li/Jemrin[!, rhe Concenrrarion Carnps: 
and Thus United Free: New Jersey in 
rhe Age of' the Constitution. 

He has a background in film as 
well. Cohen was a consultant f r ·ev­
eral documentaries on American mil­
itary history, and particularly on 
Jewish-American contribution lo 
that heritage, such as Nazi America: 
/\ Secrer History (. hown on The 
History Channel); Jewish-American 
Parriots (Dane H nsen Productions); 
The Narional Menwrial: A Place to 
Remember (Robert Pierce Pr ductions), 
and Nighrmare's End (shown on 
Discovery et work). 

ln addition lo exhibitions on the 
holidays with LBJ, arti. ts' rendi­
tions of the White House. and a col­
lection of photos from Harry 
Middleton's LBJ: The Whire House 
Years, all to open soon, Cohen is 
looking ahead to a major production 
entitled 'Treasures of the HRC." 
This will showcase numerous price­
less artifacts from th collection. al 

the Harry Ran. om Humanities 
Research Center of The Unjver ity 

orTexas. They include a 1450 print­
ing of Chaucer' Canrerbwy Tales, a 
Gutenberg bible, letters from 
George Washington, Elizabeth r of 
England, Thomas Jeffer. on, and 

apoleon; the last known manu­
script of Albert Einstein; and memo­
rabilia of Houdini, Gloria Swanson, 
Edgar !Jan Po , Alfred Hitchcock, 
and George and lra Gershwin. 

The Cohen family-wife Debbie 
(a phy ical th rapist assistant) and 
t n-year-old daughter I xis-are 
g tting acclimated to Austin, and 
learning to like barbecue and enchi­
ladas (allhough nothing, they say, can 
entirely replace the East Coast 
seafood th y left-b hind). 
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Curator, PR Officer, Secretary 

Handling public relations is a relatively new job at 
the Library. Ms. Kim Head held it for a year. Replacing 
her now is Robert Hicks. Having spent two years at 
Southwest Texas Stat Univer ity (LBJ"s alma mater), and 
two more at UT Austin studying journalism (Mrs. 
Johnson's alma mater and major field of study), Robert 
Hicks can claim to be uniquely qualified to join the LBJ 
Library and Museum staff. He was born in California but 
grew up in Richardson, Texas, where he went to Plano 
High School. He spent two years as a staff writer for the 
Alexandria, Louisiana Town Talk. Aft r a stint at the local 
NBC affiliate KALB, covering local and state politics, he 
became executive producer of news at CB affiliate 
KLFY in Lafayette. Then, having spent sixteen years 
away, I icks decided to ret-urn to Texas. "A the saying 
goes," he grins, "I got here as fast as I could." 

Former TV producer Hick joins staff 

nyon who has phoned the Library recently to talk 
to Director Middleton has very lik I had !he pleasure of 
meeting Jacquelin (Jackie) Thornburg, his new secretary. 
Born and raised in atchez, Mississippi, Ms. Thornburg 
flipped burners in L.A. for a while aft r high school. then 
went to work for the Chicago Post Office in 1970. Since 
then she has worked as a secretary for the Chicago 
Academy for O11hopedic Surgeons and for the Veterans 
Administration, has b en a teaching assistant, and has 
worked as a legal secretary for the .S. Attorney's office in 
Pho nix, Arizona. She enjoys crossword puzzles, fishing, 
and Cajun cookincr. That wide vari ty of expe1i nee and 
hobbies will s rve her well. She replaces Barbara Biffle, 
who after 11 years took on a job with the Veterans 
Administration. 

Ms. Thornburg i new ecretary 
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Wreath Ceremonies Mark LBJ's 92d Birthday 

LBJ grandson Patrick Lyndon Nugent spoke movingly of his grandfather's legacy 

L ndon ugent, President 
Johnson s eldest grandchild, laid the 
wreath al his grandfath r's grave on 
August 27, LBJ's birthday. B. Gen. 
P l Sutton of Randolph AFB a. sisLed. 

A tit the time of year, it wa. a 
hot day, but relatively comfortabl in 
the shade of the Ii e oa" 
banks of the Pedemales. 

At a dinner pany al 

Ranch the evening before, 
moth r, Luci John. n, read 
the President had written 

on th 

the LBJ 
ugent's 
a letter 
to his 

namesak on Jun 21, 1968. the 
young man's fir t birthday. '·D ar 
Lyn," it began: 

Today is a very special day for 
both of us. It marks your first year 
of Jife and my first year as a grand­
father. It is a role which has given 
me more joy than any other, and it 
would not have been pos ible with­
out you. 

There is a great deal of talk 
about the generation ga)) these 
days. Perhaps when you are old 

enough to read this letter, it will 
have all di appeared. Right now, I 
do not fear it. I salute it. For the 
generation gap between us creates 
those very special feeling • that 
come when I hold your hand in 
mine, or jiggle you on my knee. 
That sort of behavior won't last 
loo long, I'm afraid. It will be 
replaced too soon by demeanor 
more titting to a . enior citizen and 
his grandson. As the gap in year 
diminishes between us, we will 
shake each other by the hand; I 
will till call you Lyn but in a dif­
ferent voice; and you will sprinkle 
your conversation with me liber­
ally with " ir ." 

But let us make a pact, here 
and now, never to forget inwardly 
these days, these emotions, this 
warmth and trust we share, no 
matter how custom in years to 
come may restrict our outward 
behavior and expression. 

You are my link to the future; 
you are also my link to the present. 

ln you and through you I have an 
even deeper sense of re ponsibility 
to all the other children, their 
mothers and fathers and their 
grandparents, not just in America 
but throughout the world. And I 
devoutly wish for them the happy, 
fruitful and ennobling life I wish 
for you-a life free of war, poverty, 
msease, and inner darkne , ; an 
end to the conditions that separate 
fathers from their families on 
happy occasions like this. 

This I wi h, and with God's 
help, to this I dedicate myself. In 
the time left to me, I will do every­
thing in my power to make it o. 
Not ju t for us in our time - but for 
all men, for all time. 

God Bless You, grandson. 

With love, 

Lyndon B. Johnson 
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Meanwhile at the LBJ Grove in 
Washingt·on. D. C., Bes· Abell did the 
honors for th Pre:idenl al lhe annual 
birthday cer mony at the LBJ Grov . 

Ms. Ab 11, who was in ch· rge of 
social activities at the White Hou , 
told the ass~mbled group that a spe­
ciall , of Johnson White House enter­
taining was counrry fairs on the lawn. 

n one occasion, LBJ told her. ·'l 
want to do sorn thing for the 
Congre -they work d hard, sta ed 
late. Peopl appreciate what you do 
for their children m re than what you 
do for them. I think what we ought t 
do is something fun and special for 
the congressional kids.'· 

For the first country fair, a mid­
way was created with a Ferris wheel 
and other circus accoutrem nts, she 
recalls, "even including a fortune 
teller's tent. I called a compan in 
New York to rent a crystal ball for the 
fortune teller. The man taking the 
order said. • Where do you want me to 
send the crystal bo.11?'l said, 'Send it 
to the White House.' Th r was a long 
pause, and then h said, 'Lady, J'll 
send it, but you g tta tell the President 
it won't help him one bit."' 

Bess Abell at the Grove's monolith of red Texas granite. 
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From the Mailbag: Library's Resources Assist Historians of All Ages 

The following letter was recent­
ly received by Archivist Charlaine 
Burgess: 

"Donahue, 1owa 
June 27, 2000 

Charlaine Burgess 
Lyndon B. Johnson 

Presidential Library 
2313 Red River 
Austin, Texas 78705 

Dear Ms. Burgess: 

My name is Alex Cahill and J 
would like to thank you for assi ting 

me in my history project for at.ional 
History Day regarding the Berlin Wall. 
The inforn1ation you shar d with me 
was crucial in allowing me Lo get a bel­
t r understanding of my topic. 

My proje t received the Herbert 
Hoover Presidential Library·s Award 
for best u 'C of Presidential Library 
Sources at State competiti n. 1 was 
chosen to represent the state of Iowa 
at National History Day competition 
h Id at the niversity of Mar land. 
During the week of competition, I 
was one of eight stud 'nls to present 
their project at the Nation· l Archives 
and Record· Administration 111 

Washington, D.C. 

National History Day is a nation­
all acclaimed academic enrichment 
program that promores the study of 
history in grad· s 6-12. Students learn 
research, writing, and cornmunica-
1ion ·kills and gain an und rstanding 
of the importance of historical p r­
spective. Over 600,000 students par­
ticipate in the program nationall , of 
whom 2,000 are selected to partici­
pate in ational competition. 

Again thank you for taking the 
time to a· ist me. It was greatly 
appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Mf}JµI 
Al X Cahill" 

10 



Liz Carpenter's Advice: Start With a Laugh 
This year marks the LBJ 

Library s thi1tielh s ason or distin­
gui 'hed speak rs, On S ptemb r 6, a 
few days afLer her 80th bi11hday, Liz 
Carpenter became the I, I 22nd per on 
to a pear in this seri s, 

Library Director Harry Middl ton 
introduced Ms. Carpenter to the audi­
torium crowd with an anecdote from 
their days in the White Hou. e. Marvin 
Watson, LBJ's appointments ·ecretary, 
also had authority ov r certain White 
House expenclirur s. One in an ill­
con -idered moment of thrift he 
stopped the newspapers which went to 
Carpenter's office. She immediately 
fired off a note saying, "A.re you gou1g 
to put this office back on the list to get 
newspapers, or do I have to take up 
whoring to pay for them?"' The papers 
resumed the next day. 

Austin personality and Liz' friend 
Cactus Pryor lent a hand by reviewing 
her new book, Start With u Laugh, One 
chapter, Pryor swore, is titled ·'The 
Thing." I Vowed to Never Tell, But if It 
Sells Books, Th n What the HelL" 
There are some striking pictures as 
well, he a1mounced, such as those 
showing Liz with various president : 
Clinton, Bush. Reagan, Ford, Johnson, 
Nixon, Carter-and Lincoln. 

Her birthday mail brought Liz 
some new and welcome material for 
her speaking engagements. She read to 
the audience a letter from Fonner 
PresidenL Bush: 

'"Dem· Liz: Though 80 years enti-

The Getting Better all the Time Singers, better known simply as the G-BATS, 
brought Liz on tage with a take-off on the Broadway tune, ''Mame." 

tie you to a lot of respect. it's also a 
good time for change. Su change par­
ties. You 're compassionate-a liberal 
mayb , but deli.nitely compassionate. 
So join us; become a Republican now. 
Can't you . ee all that old Ronnie­
Dugger Austin-liberal be r-joint 
crt wd? Can't you imagine how Ralph 
Yarborough would feel? Do it! Start 
with a laugh, cross the bridge into the 
new millennium:· 

"I love it," Liz said, "but I 'rn not 
g nna do it." 

Laughter help.· in almost any sit­
uation, she asserted, insisting that 
'"politics ought to be pleasure, not poi­
son .... Humor is a plus for all public 

Liz Carpenter (you already know what she looks like) did a thriving business 
signing copies of her book after her speech. 
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speakers, even when you ru·conly giv­
ing a treasurer's report-especially if 
you are ·hort on fund.··." 

She gave the example of Al 
Casey, the fom1er chairrnan of 
American Airlines. At one gathering 
where he was to speak, th, MC failed 
to show up. Casey had to introduce 
himself, and iater said h had b n 
arnaz cl to hear of accomplishment 
and character strengths that had never 
b en mentioned before. 

Liz recalled how Cactus Pryor 
gently reminded Austin Mayor Ku-k 
Wat on of his city's traffic problems. 
Pryor was welcoming Watson back 
from Japan, and he explained to the 
crowd that hizzoner hadn't meant t·o go 
to Japan; he'd just gotten in the wrong 
lane on IH 35. 

Humor can lessen the load of 
high office, and self-deprecation can 
deflect Lhe criticism that goes with it. 
"Consider our fourteenth president, 
Franklin Pierce," Liz invited. "He liked 
to tell the story of hi. nomination. He 
had been picked on the 49th ballot, in 
a desperate move to break a deadlock. 
Pi re wasn 'L even there; he was sit­
tfog innocent! in New Hampshire. By 
chance, his manservanL, shopping in 
Concord, heard the news. He 111.hed 
home, bur 't thr ugh the door, and 
exclaimed, 'Oh, Mr. Pierce!Mr. Pierce! 
Ridiculous as it may seem, you have 
been nominated for the presidency!'" 



What the Heck is "FRUS?" 
By Regina Greenwell 
Senior Archivist 

FRUS stands for Foreign 
Relations of'the United States, and it is 
the official documentary record of 
major U .. foreign policy decisions 
and significant diplomatic activity. 
The series began in 1961 and is pro­
duced by the Office of the Historian of 
the Department of State. Since 1952, 
the volumes have been organized 
chronologically according to presi­
dential administrations, and in recent 
years the series has included docu­
ments not only from State Department 
records, but also from the Defense 
Department, the Central Intelligence 
Agency, and many other sources, 
including presidential libraries. 

A total of 34 volumes are planned 
for the Johnson Administration. Most 
of them will cover U.S. foreign policy 
towards Vietnam and Western Europe, 
but some deal with subjects such a· 
arms control and economic policy. 
From l 992 to 1998, Stare Department 
historians have made 66 visits to the 
Johnson Library to do research for the 

volumes. Th se hi. t rians had securi­
ty clearances and , r authorized to 
go through classiG cl a· well as open 
files. They photocopied thousands or 
pages of classified documents, which 
ultimately will be declassified and 
published in the FR S volumes. 

The State Department hi torians 
were also very interested in the 
recordings of White House tel phone 
conversati ns, and we sent them 
copi s of 1,076 conversation· for use 
in their resear h. Some will be pub­
lished in full or significant part; many 
others will be used a footnotes or for 
background information. 

All this has meant a great deal of 
grueling labor for the Archives staff. 
The visits of the State Department 
historians required a huge amount of 
pr paralory work to assist them in 
their research. The research is done 
now, and e can begin to reap the 
reward . Sixleen volumes for the 
Johnson year· have already b en pub­
lished, both in hard copy and on the 
world wide web, a great boon 10 

researchers here and abroad. 
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What's New on the Web? 

~ILYNDONBAINES LIBRARYJOHNSON AND MUSEUM 

Audio Archives 

Ttl<'pbon<"Recording~ 

Ord History Interviews 

President's Daily Diary 

Related Sites 

MUSEUM 

TI E 
a d 

July 1 - Sept mber 

EXHIBITS 

he Presidency 

24, 2000 

Image of the Week ONLINEEXHIBITS 

THE PRESIDENTS 
DAILY DIARY 

New 
Release

Lyndon Baines Johnson 
L brary and Museum of 
2313 Red River St. 
Austin, TX 78705 Telephone 

ConversationsReading Room HoL rs: 
9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
Weekd ys, closed on 
Federal Holidays 

Museum Hours: 
9.00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. 
Every day but Christmas 

Privacy Statement: We do not 
provide personal data about visitors 
to this web site ... Read more 

Admission is Free 
-L2'.!<I '1 ,, 11,,1'Ill \(/\ ,-,/11 

Last Updated 
August 4, 2000 

Bit by b.it, the LBJ Library is cre­
ating a virrual image of itself on the 
wide world web. The Library recently 
added these items to its home page: 

Oral history transcripts with 
George Ball. Horace Busby, Torn Clark, 
Roswell Gilpatric, Bi.lly Graham, Louis 
Martin, Robert McNamara, Drew 
Pearson and Earl Warren; 

Texts of Lyndon Johnson's State 
of the Union speeches for I 967, 

1968, and 1969, and his address at 
Gettysburg on Memorial Day (May 
30), 1963; 

Answers to "Frequently Asked 
Questions" about LBJ; his cabinet, 
favorite things, genealogy, military 
service, pets, and religion. (The 
"favorite things" category includes 
the President's preferences in food 
and drink, music. movies, scriptures, 
flowers, places to eat, fun things to 

do, even his after-shave lotion.) And 
the staff is adding video and sound 
recordings. Visitors to the web page 
can hear LBJ'soath of office on Air 
Force One following the Kennedy 
assassination, the ·running climax of 
his March 31, 1968 speech-even a 
selection of LBJ humor. 

Go to http://www.lbjlib.utexas.edu 
for a look. 

13 

http://www.lbjlib.utexas.edu


Entering Students Meet the LBJ School's Namesake 
For years the LBJ Library and 

Museum has informally welcomed 
new students at the LBJ School of 
Public Affair: with a reception and 
tour. Thi • year LBJ School D an Ed 
Dorn and Libnu·y Direclor Middl ton 
agreed lo make the event a reo-ular 
part of new-student orientation. 

On August 28, accordingly, fifty 
members of the class of 2002 gath­
ered in the fir t-floor thcat r of the 
LBJ Library. 

Welcoming the students, 
Middleton showed them a film of 
President Johnson speaking Lo their 
predecessors in one of the chool 's 
first classes twenty-eigh1 ears ago, 
in September. 1972. It was a few 
months before he died. 

The original black and white 
film is badly Hawed by age. It has 
been copied onto video for preserva­
tion, but even so ils quality is so poor 
that audio-visual technician Chari 
Bog I suggested thinking twice 
before bowing it. 

everthele s the sere ning pro­
ceeded. And despite the film's blurs 
and flickering, LBJ's appeal, his 
articulation of his political philoso­
phy, and his dedication to the purpose 
of the School came through strongly. 
The audience wa isibly moved. At 
the reception that followed, many of 

Dean of the LBJ School Ed Dorn with 
Travis Hale. 

LBJ School tudents tour the Museum. Left to right: Sarah Brownstein; 
Cassius Johnson; Paul Jack; Diane Tate; Brandalyn Patton. 

the students commented on ils signif­ first-year tudent alalie Britt n of 
icance to them personall . ·'I wish I California '·to explain why l'm here 
could end [it] to all my friends," said instead of working for a dot.com 

compan , and why I have this desire 
ro be in public service." 

new students Sarah Loverin° and 
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From the Photo Arch ·ves 

Lyndon .Johnson's first "real" job was as teacher and principal at the Welhausen School for Hispanic children in 
Cotulla, in the heart of the South Texas brush country. He i the tall young man in the center of the photograph. 
President Johnson cited his experience in Cotulla many times later in his life, to explain the origins of his empathy for 
the disadvantaged. 

During LB.J's White House years, Daniel Garcia, one of the young boy pictured here, appeared on the television 
show "I've Got a Secret." Mr. Garcia's secret, which a panel of expert questioners tried to ferret out, was that he had 
once been spanked by the President of the United States. (Garcia laughingly recounted the episode in an oraJ history 
interview on file in the Johnson Library.) 

LBJ had a number of dogs, 
but he is only reported to have 
sung with one. It is the small white 
dog here depicted. His name was 
Yuki; he was a stray which Luci 
Johnson found and refused to leave 
behind. 

Yuki and LBJ often enter­
tained guests with an impromptu 
a capella duet. White House pho­
tographer Yoichi Okamoto pho­
tographed this one in the Oval 
Office, on February 6, J968. The 
clock in the background reads five 
minutes after six. The delighted 
onlooker is Hon. David K. . Bruce, 
Ambassador to Great Britajn. 
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Remembering Yolanda 
A tribute lo the memory of Yolanda 
Boozer, long-time LBJ. taffer and for 
many years a mainstay of the Friend 
organization, is being planned. Two 
hand ome limestone benches with a 
uitable bronze plaque will be plac .cl 

at the entrance to the LBJ ground . If 
you wish to donate to thi memorial, 
please send your contribution to: 

Larry Reed 
Assistant DLrector, LBJ Library 
23 l 3 Reel River 
Austin. TX 78705 

In memoriam 

Carl Rowan, diplomat. civil rights advocate, journalist; he headed the 
United Stat Information Agenc and sat on the ational Security 
Council in 1964-1965. 

Hitchcock Chairs 
S 111 years a(ro, th Hitchcock has one of these chairs and wou1d 

firm mad a limited edition of chairs like to sell or donate it to a worth 
commemorating LBJ's presidency cau • , plea· contact Ted Gittinger at 

and his Ranch homestead. If anyon 512-916-5137 ext. 265. 

Coming Events, Fall, 2000: 

October 31: "Whit Hous Impressions·· xhibit open ; a coll ction of ai1ists' interpretations of the national Capitol. 

November 9: .. An Evening with Senator Tom D· chle," LBJ Auditorium. 

Novemb r 13: "An Evening with Liz Smi h,' LBJ Auditorium. 
·Holidays in th Whit House" e hibit opens. 

December 20: Celebration of Lad Bird John on 's birthday. ash Castro. former Executive Secretary of the 
Cornmillee for the Preservation of the White House, will give a presentation on the new exhibit, 
'·Holidays in the Whit Hou 'e." 
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