
Among 

Issue umbe1• I , XV, June, 200 I 



"Teddy:" An Evening With Lawrence Luckinbill 
His previous one-man show 

"Lyndon" and "Clarence Darrow' 
mesmerized LBJ Library audiences. 
On March 6, Lawrence Luckinbill 
did it again this time recreating the 
larger-than-life persona of Theodore 
Roosevelt. 

At the core of Luck.inbill 's per­
formance was a speech that TR made 
at Saratoga, ew York in July, 1918. 
He had just learned that his youngest 
son Quenti11 had been killed i.n 
France, but for the occasion 
Roosevell mast red his sorrow in 
order to voice his fury at Pr sident 
Woodrow Wilson, whom he scorned 
as an unmanly dilettante, a weakling 
who could have sho11ened the war­
which might have saved Quentin, 
though TR doe.· not say so. It may not 
b ev rybody's portrait f Wilson, but 
Luckinbill 's powerful presentation 
left no doubt that it was TR 's. 

What had been Wilson's reaction 
to th German crimes of 1914- 1916? 
sneered the enraged Roo evelt. Why, 
letters. "A lerter, when Germany 
attacked Belgium. A leuer, when the 
Lusitania went down, killing twelve 
hundred souls, asking merely for an 
apology and a pledge to be good in 
the future. A letter when Germany 
told us that we would be allowed to 
send a single American hip, on a 
pecified track, to Europe each week, 

provided it carried only hat 
Germany let it, and if it was painted 
with red and white stripes! 

"He kept us out or war to k p 
an office, ' Roosevelt seethed, ·'wh n 
we should have been in it! And it's 
our fault, for putting a cynical, lying 
choolmaster with an unlimited be­

lief in the power of bit of paper ... 
in charge of our country, with our 
country and our children faced with a 
desperate battle for civilization itself. 
And now, becaus of Wilson's ... 
unpreparedness our children are 
playing catchup in a very dangerous 
game. We should have put a couple 
of million men in th field a year ago; 
if we had, Russia would not have 
broken, and the war would have been 
over by now. ine-tenths of wisdom 
is being wise in time!" 

Periodically Luckinbill's TR 
interrupted his tirade against Wilson 

to step aside from the podium, and 
evoke scenes from hi· lifetime-now 
nearly ov r for he would be dead in 
six months. This Roosevelt was by 
turns gleeful, grief-stricken, furious, 
and triumphant, and none of them by 
halve . He boasted how he had con­
quered his weak. ·hort-sight d and 
asthm· tic body to become a famous 
advocate of the vigorous life. He 
reflected on the loss of his beloved 
fath r, dead at 46 "the only man 1 
was ever afraid of, because I wanted 
hi· good opinion so much.' Later his 
mother succumbed to typhoid- ·he 
too was only 46-on the same day 
that his wife died of complications r 
her first childbi1th. 

Luckinbill/TR recalled staiting in 
politics in the New ~ rk A sernbl 
when he was fre·h from Harvard. s a 
solid Republican be d,.,. pi ed the 
D mocrats, but his refom1i. t m.::e 
made him a maverick in his n part)-. 
From the floor of the A sembly he 
denounced railroad magnate Jn 

Gould as a member '\ t l , t dan­
gerous of all danger u la: e : the 
wealthy crimi1ial cla ... •• \\ h •n TR fin­
ished that sp ech, a gr up of G uld's 
allies physically m naced him. 
Wielding a chair I g as a bludgeon, 
Roo. evelt dared them to come on. 

After trying his hand as the 
O\.\ n r/ perator of a we tern ranch­
he ·ail d a a rancher but became an 
ac mpli hed cowhand-Roosevelt 
was, in succ ·ion. head of the fed­
eral civil ser ic . poli e commis­
sioner of Tew York City, and assis­
tant secretary of the navy (on week­
ends when the Secretary took off, 
Luc ·nbill/TR ran the navy: "What 
fun!'' he chortled). 

When war with Spain broke out, 
Roosevelt led the nation s most 
famous unit in the war s most cele­
brated battle. "San Juan Hill," 
intoned Luckinbill/TR, "made the 
Rough Riders, and me, known across 
the nation." Six months later 
Roosevelt was the ref rm governor 
of New York, "cordiall , hated by 
conservatives of many stripes." His 
N w York enemies got rid of him by 
making him McKinley' vice presi­
dent. Six months later McKinley was 
dead, and the 42-year-old ex-cowboy 
went to the White House. 

As presid nt, TR oversaw the 
constru lion of the Panama anal, that 
stupendous feat of engjneering. (It was 
a dm-ing and perhaps unscrupulous 
exploit in int rnational politics as 
well.) To dramatize America's com­
ing of age in the family of nations 
TR ·ent America's Gr at White Fleet 
of battleships around th world. But 
Congress would only appropriate 
half of the mone • ne es-.,an. Quit all 
right, niffcd Ro c\·elt. I"II only 
send them halfv,a): C n""ress can get 
them ba ·Ii.. 

Lu kinbill R's summation: "I 
don ·t think any presid nt ever 
enjo~ed himself in office as much as 
I did. odfrey! We had fun.'' 
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Patient Mary Williams and Family Remember LBJ 
By Terri Dusek of Hospice Austin, 
courtesy of Darlene Perez 

Lik most peopl who remember 
the day President John F. Kennedy 
was shot, Ho pice Austin patient 
Mary Da is Williams r calJs preci c­
ly what she was doing when she 
h ard th news. 

"I was ta.kin" three pies out of 
the oven h n I h ard. I just couldn't 
be! ie e ir,'· she said. 

What's important about those 
pie. i. that they ere actually for the 
Pre ident. Williams at that time 
cooked l'or Vice President Lyndon B. 
Johnson and his family at their 
Stonewall, Texas ranch. The Vice 
President, Lady Bird, the Pre ident and 
First Lady ere scheduled to arriv at 
the ranch later that day. Williams and 
the ran ·h taff w re preparing for 
their arrival until the fat ful event in 
Dallas chan ed everything. 

Williams and her dau2hter La 
Faye York have many memories of 
those years when their entire family 
lived on the ranch. Williams t lls of 
the time when LBJ wa.· in an Austin 
hospital and wanted nothing to eat 
except Williams' chicken soup. A 
helicopter was ·ent to the ranch to 
pick up a batch. 

As the oldest of five children 
growing up in Lee County, William. 
learned t cook from h r mother. She 
was the pastry cook at Harri 
Elementary in Austin when she took 
the po ition at the rand wh ·re her 
husband worked. 

'·Moving out to the ranch as 
ju t like moving in with your own 
family. They were such d wn-to­
earth people" Williams said. 

She ays LBJ and his family 
enjoyed "just good country food." 

York remember that LBJ 
favorites were fried catfish. black­
eyed peas, sliced tomaroes. cole, law 
and homemade peach ice cream. 
William said her kitchen wa. a 
favorite hang-out for the Secret 

ervice agents , ho would get sam­
ple • of her realions. 

Williams and York. aid their tam­
ily was treated as part or the Johnson 
family. The family was included in 
holiday celebrations, surprised with 
gifts-even swimming lessons for La 
Faye. During this time. the Civil 
Right movement Wa! at it<;heighl and 
the Williams family worked and grew 
up around th man who championed 
the cause during his presidency, pro­
moting African-Americans to key gov­
ernment positions and ordering hi· 
administration to stay away from seg­
regated meetings. 

·'He was very geoerous and he 
was always doing something special. 
When the Kennedy half dollars first 
came out, he came out to the ranch 

ne day with Governor Connally. He 
gave my brother.- and me s me of the 
ver first Kennedy half dollar ,·· La 
Faye aid. 

York worked at the White House 
the ummcr after her high school 
graduaLion and the LBJ family cov­
rcd her ollege co. ts. 

"We didn't want for anything,·• 
William said. 

Williams misses the Pre. ident 
dearly and still becomes emotional 
when he talks about what he means 
to her. 

Looking ver her vast collection 
of memorabilia. letter: and photos 
from that Lime. she holds a smaJI bu 't 
of LBJ.Gazing at it she said, ''When 
he died, it was like my dad had 
passed on. He's my heart." 

Mary Davis Williams shows President Lyndon Johnson a Christmas turkey as 
Lady Bird and other relatives look on. WilUams and her family lived at the 
LBJ Ranch in tonewall, Texa , in the 1960s during the time Williams cooked 
at the ranch. 
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The Human Genome: Promise and Peril 
ln early March of thi • year, scien­

tists published the enlire map of the 
human genetic code, or gen me. A few 
weeks later, three internationall -
recognized authorities came to the LBJ 
Library to discuss th potential value 
and possible risks involved in genetic 
engineering. The experts were: 

Dr. Norman Fost, Profe ·sor of 
Medical Ethic. and Pediatrics al the 

niver"ity of Wiscon in; Dr. Pu. hpa 
Nand Schwartz f the World Bank 
food and agricultural p cialist; and 
Dr. Paul Sondel, Professor of 
P diatric Oncology at the Univer ity 
of Wisconsin. 

A genome, Dr. Sondel ex­
plained, is the total genetic informa­
tion of an organism. It determines the 
inheritable prop rties of each living 
thing. In the case of human·, it 
decides what our physical haracter­
istics are, and what di ·eases we may 
be prone to. It has a primary bearing 
on life expectancy. 

Research on cancer treatments 
has close ties to genetic research. Dr. 
Sonclel cited the dramatic exampl of 
children diagnosed with leuk mia in 
1968: nearly Rll of them died, most of 
them quickly. Today they have an 80 
per cent chance of living into adult­
hood and having famili s of their 
own. This is due largely because of 
research that led to gene tb rapies. or 
immunotherapy. Disease· such as 
cystic fibrosis and sickle cell anemia 
may well find similar cures. 

One new immunotherapy proce­
dure uses a substance called IL2 to 
prompt the body's immune system to 
destroy cancer cells. But the difficul­
ties associated with such innovations 
are many. Because of their exp ri­
rnental nature, at first they are only 
used on patients who show no 
response to other treatment. A nation­
wide experiment i. now in progress 
to det rmine how effective the latest 
version of TL2 treatment is, and how 
safe. So far, said Sondel, it looks 
quite promising. 

Dr. Fost commented upon one of 
the more sensational aspects of 
genetic engineering: turning out 
"designer children:• The idea i not 
new; artificial in emination and 
selective abortion have been around 

f r awbil , in human: and in animals. 
Human cloning will probably hap­
pen. Treatment with human gro th 
hom1on s, for example, is now com­
mon. in cases where a child may oth­
erwise be abnormal! , hort. Few 
question such "en 0 ineering." 

Ther are real ethical cone ms 
involved, beli v Fo t. First, ther i • 
sRfety: "do no harm." Second, don t 
play God (But just where does that 
begin and end? At what point should 
we just let nature take its course'?) 
And what about human clones? 

There is a major, rather inchoate 
fear that we should not meddle ith 
our childr n's genetic makeup. Fost 
observ d. Yet e meddle ith their 
makeup after birth in all sorts of 
ways, and even consider it obligatory 
to do so. So is the concern about the 

mean rather Urnn Lhe ends? 
Dr. Fo t invited the audience to 

consider the case of abnonnally short 
stature. To be tall i:· desirable for 
many reasons. Should youn 0 Gre 0 be 
treated b cau e he has growth hor­
mone deficienc and is doomed L be 
very . hort? Yes. he ha a di eas that 
is treatable and should be treated. 

A cenain syndrome causes some 
girl to be quite short. Tina has it. 
Should she b treated'? Yes. 

Nomi on the oth r hand has nor­
mal short tature, because hi. paren s 
are short. Until re ently almo:r no 
LI ctor would treal orm, b cau. e it 
would not be treating a disease. But 

onn 's prob! m is the same as th 
previous lwo, though the cause is dif­
ferent, and without treatment he will 
suffer a handicap. 

Dr. teven E. Kornguth, Assistant Director of the UT In titute for dvanced 
Technology, who organized lhe symposium; Dr. Norman Fost; Dr. Pushpa 
Nand Schwartz; Dr. Paul Sondel. 
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One step further: The parents of 
these children could someday use 
selective abortion. Or in future p r­
haps a cell implant could enable 
Greg to produc his own growth hor­
mone. Or, in vitro, a g ne for more 
growth could b inserted into the f r­
tilized egg. 

All these are fonns of genetic 
engineering. The last would be the 
cheapest and easi st, and also the 
mo t controv r ial. "The slippery 
slope here," said Dr. Fo t, "is that if 
we give in to parents' c nc m, to 
make their children tall r, or smart r, 
or any other quality that th y ask for ... 
thi encourages parents to have inflex­
ible expectations of how their children 
will be, and might lead to I s accept­
ance of the child if he or sh do sn't 
turn out to be as expected."' 

Some parents 'engineer'' their 
hildren very strongly and narrowly 

to be a certain kind of adult: Todd 
Marinovich to be an NFL quarter­
back; Jennifer Capriati to play pro­
fessional tennis, for example. Both 
had severe drug problem' early on, 
possibly related Lo the pressures they 
faced while growing up. Yet, said 
Fost, "Shaping children is a le0 iti­
mate end of normal parenting. If the 
encl is appropriate, whether the 
m an are acceptable depend 11 

afety and fficacy and the all ma­
tives. But th r 's nothing wrnng with 
creating children for a purp se if the 
child is tTealed also as an end in her-
elf, and is treated by the paren s in 

the way we would want parents lo 
treat any child." 

Ab y aged eight, having chronic 
renal failure and needing dialysis, 
would ultjmatel need a kidney tran -
plant. His moth r asked right away if 
the boy's 14-year-old sister could be a 
donor. Possibly, if sh were a good 
match, replied Dr. Fo. l. The nephrnl -
gist on Lhe case disagreed, saying it 
would immoral and iU gal. The 
transplant was not done. 

In the succeeding years, the boy, 
slowly failing a!J th while. rejected two 
donor kidn ys. Four! en years later a 
: cond . i ter was offer d as a donor. 
Time • had changed. Th s,une nephrol­
ogist oH red no objection, if th hos­
pital ethics commit.tee okayed it. Th 
boy lived and graduated from college. 

Dr. Pushpa and Schwartz 
spoke or the enormous imp1ications 
of genetic engineering for the world's 
food supply. In the 1950s, when the 
world population was only 2.5 bil­
lion, there er wid . pread warnings 
that the planet ability to produc 
food was about to be 'tr tched to it 
limit. Those predicti ,ns have not 
come to pass-yet. Th Green 
Revolutjon of the l 960s and l 970s 
has . Laved off dis ter. ew high­
yielding hyb1id crops becam avail­
abl , and food producLion gre . But 
the p tential for that growth may 
have reached its limits, and food pr -
duction is not now keeping pa e ith 
population growth. 

Today the world population is six 
billion, and is projected to grow Lo 

eight billion by the year 2030. AJmo t 
all the growth will take place in the 
developing c unrri s. 

The old questions are again 
being raised. Almost all the ar· ble 
land available is under cultivati m. 
F rtilizer. and ins~cticidcs are poi­
soning water. upplie and degrading 
the quality f the soil, whil r sistant 
fonns of inse .t: and plant disease are 
on the rise. There is less and less 
water available or agriculture. v n 
as th demands of urban areas grow. 

The demand for food will gro , 
chwartz predicted, e. p cially in the 

poor st ar as. They cann t pay to 
imp. rt food, and will have t rely on 
domestic production. Many go em­
mental p licies can help: fair trade 
legislation; flexible and resp nsive 
fiscal institutions, investments in 
health and education, and access to 
roads, markets and agricultural 
extensions. But international agricul­
tural research centers must play a 
crucial role, in developing new 
strains or cereals and vegetables­
biotecbnology, in other words. 

We commonly improve plant 
st.rains by genetic enginee1·i.ng, ob­
. erve<l Schwartz, but it is al o possi­
ble to create new species, which is 
worrisome. "Transgenic" plants are 
controversial, and their use is grow­
ing rapidly. About 100 million acres 
worldwide are now devoted to their 
cultivation. '·Golden rice," which is 
now being t .sled in the Philippines, 
shows gr at promise in comb ,ting 
vitamin A deficiency, and g nes have 
been added lo this variety which 
increase its iron content by threefold. 
Eleven countrie::; are growing a new 
maize variety which has twice the 
usable protein and IO per cent larger 
yi Id than traditional corn. 

Some genetically engine red 
plant may al ·o have undesirable quali­
ties, however: causing allergies among 
humans, for example; or the danger of 
genes e .. ·caping into wild relatives of 
treated plant . which could result tn 
the los of bjodiversity, or even the 
creation of sup r-weeds. 

ol all the answers are in on this 
high-tech biology, but like the com­
puter, it seems genetic engineering is 
not going away. 
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Museum Store Gets Facelift 
The Museum Store has had a 

complete makeover. Fresh lines of 
memorabilia rill the new shelve·. 
including the --untamed Beauty'' 
mug, espcciaJly designed for the LBJ 
Library. featuri11g Texas wild flow-
rs. a quote from Mr:. Johnson's 

Wildflowers Across America. and a 
facsimile of h r signature. An exten­
sive collection of porcelain i. avail­
able. There is the White Haus China 
coll ction, a new series of desse1t 
plates called ·'Favorite Flower of th 
First Ladie·," and set featu1ing the 

Great Seal or the United States. 
he political collector an still 

find original campaign memorabilia. 
a fa orite ith museum visitors of 
au age·. 

In line with the current exhibit, 
.. Treasures of the Harry Ransom 
Center ... the ·tore offers the exhibH 
catalog. From toG111e11l>erg Gone 
ll'ith the Wind, as well as ··Gone with 
the Wind" postcards am.I paper dolls 
picturing Vivien Leigh and Clark 
Gable. and a reproducti n or the pop­
ular WWI ncle Sam ··rWant You!" 

recruiting poster. 
And there is music: ··songs that 

ot s Through WWll," the Beatie. ' 
greatest bite;: ·'Elvi Gold:" music 
that defined the Wood tock genera­
tion, folksingers of the 1960s, and 
Sousa's most famous marche· . 

Store manager Carol Johnson 
no ed that one man, a Library regular. 
told her .. lt looks so open and inviting 
that you want to stay a while to 
browse and 'hop." Which he then did. 

The display on the left features The White Hou e Collection of dessert plates, the Favorite Flowers of the First Ladies 
series, and two presidential decanters. On the right, at the top, are White Hou e Christmas ornaments. The lowest two 
shelves hold a et of Great SeaJ porcelain and a copy of' a .John Quincy Adams White House dinner plate. 
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The old bras mailbox (stilJ in service) in the foreground marks the entrance to the New Museum Store. 

A Researcher Milestone 
Patrick Burk a graduate student at the University of 

Wisconsin at Milwaukee, recently became the 9,000th 
researcher to enter the Library's doors. Burke is workinn on 
his master's thesis, a study of the relationship between LBJ 
and Franklin Roosevelt. He has worked at all the presiden­
tial libraries, and says, ·'l 'm not a famous author like 
Robert Caro or Robert Dallek, but the LBJ staff treats me 
as if I were. It is a pleasure to come here." 
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All Together, Now. • • • 

This portrait of the Johnson 
extended family was recently added 
to the Museum s exhibits. 

Actually iL is a montag of three 
phot graphs, created via the magic of 
digit I technology. And it js mi ·sing 
the newe t addition to the family: 

great-grandchild numb r six, Tue -er 
William Thomas Mclntosh b. May 
20. 200 I to Jeremy and R bckah 
McIntosh (Lhe daughter of Luci 
Baines Johnson). 
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1. Ian Turpin 5. Elois McIntosh 9. Luci Baines Johnson I . Lady Bi_rd Johnson 
2. Claudia uoent 6. Brent Covert 10. Johnson Co ert 14. Jennifer Robb 

"' 3. J rerny McIntosh 7. icole ugcnl 11. Claudia Covert 15. Lynda Johnson Robb 
4. Rebekah ugent Mcintosh 8. Lyndon ug nt 12. icole ugent Covert 16. Taylor ug nt 

I 7. Tatum Nugent 
18. Lucinda Robb 
19. Catherine Robb 
20. Chari R bb 
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"Rogues and Vagabonds;" An Evening With Michael York 
"How remarkable, how odd-a 

little makeup, and you're God." With 
that rhyme, famed Shakespearean 
Michael York returned to the LBJ 
Librm-y on February 27 for the sec­
ond time, and began an evening of 
commentary on the history f actors 
and acting 

York noted that not e eryone 
bas sub cribed to a favorable view of 
thespians. A 1572 English statute 
declared "all players and min ·trel.· 
not belonging to any baron or an 
other honorable p rson of greater 
degree, who shall wander abroad and 
have not license of two justices of the 
peace at th lea t to be rogues and 
vagabonds, and sturdy beggar ; on 
first conviction to be grievously 
whipped, and burnt through the gris­
tle f the right ear with an hot iron of 
the compass of an inch about.·• 

But this applied only to wan­
dering players, and only tho e who 
hadn't bothered to get a licens , York 
cautioned. He recalled that Queen 
Elizabeth loved the stage, and under 
her patronage the London theater 
flourished. She formed her own 
company of players, the most 
famous being Richard Burbage, who 
may have created more gr at roles 
than any actor before or since. York 
recalled a story, possibly apocryphal, 
told by a Burbage contemporary: 
"Upon a time when Burbage played 
Richard Ill, there was a citizen grew 
so far in liking with him that before 
she went from the play, she ap­
pointed him to come that night unto 
her, by the name of Richard Ill. 
Shakespeare, overhearing their con­
clusion, went before, was enter­
tained, and at his game ere Burbage 
came. Then message being brought 
that Richard m was at the door, 
Shakespeare caused return to be 
made that William the Conquerer 
was before Richard III." 

York is convinced that the 
Elizabethan actor was a special sort. 
He-all the parts were play •d by 
men in those days--dealt with audi­
ences of up to three thousand peopl , 
who were often eating, or otherwise 
distracted, and in broad daylight tried 
to persuade them that they were see­
ing things that were happening at 

night, doing it all without modern 
sound s st ms or special effect . Yet 
Lh y had the dynamism to pin their 
customers to their seat . 

"There were of course bad 
actor· too," said York. "We know in 
Shak . pear 's time there wer . . . 
be ause you hear him say so, in that 
famous ·cen where young Hamlet 
... t Us his actors how they should 
be doing th ir jobs. • Speak the 
speech, 1pray you, as I pronounced it 
to you: trippingly on the tongue. Bul 
if you mouth it as man of our play­
er do, I had as lief the t wn crier 
spoke my lines. or do not oar th 
air too much with your hands, thus. 
Be not Loo lame, neith r. bu1 
1 t your own discretion be your 
tutor. Suit the action to the 
word the word to the action, 
with this special observance, 
that you o'er. tep not the mod­
esty of nature."' 

"That of course is one of 
the best acting 1essons avail­
able, as pertinent today as it 
wa. four hundred years ago. ' 

Shakespeare· plays w re 
enormously succe sful, but 
the Puritans had their way, 
Yorkrecalled. In 1642 the the­
aters were closed. The Globe 
Playhouse became a cowshed. 
And a further ordinance de­
clar ctthat all players, not just 
strolling ones, "bv rogues and 
vagabonds." The ban was not 
officially lifted until King 
Charles rr·s restoration in 1660. 

In that year professional 
actresses appeared for the first 
time. They have made a differ­
ence, said York, in more ays 
than one. John Barrymore, 
when earnestly a ked as lo 
whether he thou 0 ht omeo and 
Juliet, as teenagers, had 
enjoyed a full physical rela­
tion hip, "he famously replied, 
'W 11 th y certainly did, in tbe 
Chicago compan . '" 

About ladies n the stage, 
York cited Ethel Ban more, 
who declared that for an 
actress to succ ed, she mu. t 
have the face of Venus. th 
brains of Minerva, Lhc g:race 

of T rpsi bore, the memory of 
Macau! y, the figure of Juno, and 
the hid of a rhinoceros-the last as 
a defense against critics. 

Critics, York wryly reported, 
have been a constant companion-if 
that is the righr word---0f actors. "An 
actor exists to be criticizecl," ob-
erved Berthold Brecht, and Y rk 

gav s me pungent xamples of the 
Lruth of that aphorism. The Denver 
Posr revi w d one unfortunate King 
Lear thus: "Mr. Clarke played the 
king all evening under con tant t ar 
that someone else Willi about t play 
the ac . • In 1896, G org Bernard 
Shaw panned Herbert Beerbohm 
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From the Mailbag 
Tr e's Falstaff: "Mr. Tree wants one 
thinJ. Lo make him an exc !lent 
Falstaff, and that is to get born over 
a ain as unlike him elf as possible. 
He might as well try to play Juliet." 

Of Tnlullah Bankh ad's Cleo­
patra, one critil: wrote, "Talullah 
Bankhead barged down LheNile la<;t 
night. And sank." 

But actor York carerully saved 
the last word for playwright Brendan 
Behan: ··critics are Like eunuchs in the 
harem. They're there ve1y night. 
Th y. e it done every night. They see 
how it should be d ne every night. 
But they can·t do it themselve ·." 

February 9, 2001 

Dear Mrs. Johnson: 

My name is icholas Fette. I am 
elev n years old, in the 5th grade, and 
attend Bowen Elementary in Bryan, 
Texa •. Recently the George Bush 
Library, located here in Bryan-Coll ge 
Station, spon ·ored an essay contest 
titled, ·'My Favorite Pre ·ident.'' Out 
of all the schools in the Bryan­
College Station area my essay won 
first place for Lhe5th grade. Tthink it 
was easy for me to win because of 
the President l chose to write about. 1 
wrote my e ·say about your late hus­
band, Lyndon Johnson. 1have a lot of 
respect for President Johnson. Jt was 
easy to say great things about him. 

On February 19, 2001, l ill be 
presented my award, along with other 
winner:, at the George Bush Library. 
E en though it i • a Republican Library 
and I consider myself a ''bleeding 
hea1t liberal" I will still be very 
proud to receive my award in memo­
ry of the late L.B.J. 

I have enclosed a copy of my 
essay for you to read. I hope you 
enjoy reading it. They would only let 
us write about a page. I had many 
pages of notes about President 
Johnson and even have a book of 
some of his White House tapes. I 
could have written a book myself 
about President Johnson. 

One day I hope to be the Senate 
Majority Leader in the United States 
S nate. J am inspired to go into poli­
tics because of great Democrats like 
Bill Clinton and Lyndon Johnson. 

Sincerely yours. 

ichoJa Fette 

{EJ. note: Quoted by permission. Mr. 
Fette's essuy is titled "Lyndon Baines 
Johnson: A President that Got The 
.Joh Done."] 

A second young correspondent 
wrote: 

To: Lady Bird Johnson 

I know your bu y and you proba­
bly can't :ign autographs for your age 
but ifs worth a try. Your husband was 
a great president and a great man and 
you were a great first lady! I am very 
intrested in presidents and first ladys. 

Please send me an autograph 
bccau e l'm your biggest fan and 
you're m, hero! 

Sine rely, 

fName withheld] 

A third youthful correspondent bad 
Uiis to ay, after touring the Library: 

Dear Library: 

I think this library is the best 
library l have c er been to. This is 
my first time. It is fantastic and 
splendid. The piclllres are beautiful 
and l' II come back when I go to UT. 
Right now I'm in 5th Grade. 

Love, Katy 

And finally, a recent Library visitor 
left this note: 

··we misplac d my wife & the 
security was very helpful in find­
ing her." 

• 
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Treasures of the Harry Ransom Center 
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Biblia Latina (Latin Bible). Mainz, Germany, 1454-55. 
The Gutenberg Bible is the first book ever printed with moveable metal type. The Ransom Center's copy is complete 
in two volumes and is one of only five complete copies in the nited States and forty-eight in the world. Perhaps 180 
copies were produced in total. 

The following is excerpted from 
one of the Library's web sires, 
fltrp :I I treasures. ute xas .edu. 

Welcome to this year-long, block­
buster exhibition "From Gutenberg to 
'Gone With The Wind:'Treasures from 
the Ransom Center." The exhibition 
displays nearly two hundred objects 
from one of the world's finest cultural 
archives, The University of Texas' 
Harry Ransom Hu1rnmities Research 
Center. The exhibition is sponsored in 
part by two long-time Texas institu­
tions-Guaranty Financial Services 
and Southwest Airlines. 

The objects selected for the exhi­
bition cover the sweep of time from 
the Middle Ages to the present day 
and represent all genres housed at the 
Center-manuscripts, photographs, 

art, film, and ephemera. The exhibi­
tion gives a broad view of the depth 
of the Ransom Center's collection: 

Icons such as the Gutenberg 
Bible; the world's first photograph; 
the first book printed in English; a 
copy of Shakespeare's first folio. 
There are paintings b , Dante Gabriel 
Rossetti and Frida Kahlo; manuscripts 
of William Blake, eoffrey Chaucer, 
James Joyce, Charlotte Bronte, 
Walt Whitman, and Arthur Miller; 
Hollywood screenplays, set designs, 
screen tests and costumes from 
"Gone With The Wind," "North by 

orthwest," and "Sunset Boulevard." 
The exhibition is free and open 

to the public. 
Library Director Harry Middleton 

writes: "This year l end m I thirty 
years as director of the Lyndon 
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Baines Johnson Library and Museum. 
l am pleased the Library is hosting 
this important exhibition in the same 
year. ... [D]eveloping and maintain­
ing a close relationship between the 
Library [andJ The University of 
Texas ... is what President and Mrs. 
Johnson intended wilh the establi h­
ment of the Library." 



This vellum document, signed in 
1812 by Napoleon I, with the 
Imperial Seal attached, confers the 
dignity of Chevalier of the Legion of 
Honor on CamiUe Frederic Gau lieu. -

' 
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This is a replica of the dress Scarlett 
O'Hara and Mammy made from 
the curtains or "portieres" in Gone 
With The Wind. It was made by the 
Sisters of Incarnate Word College, 
San Antonio, Texas. They used six­
teen yards of Italian cotton vel­
veteen. The silk tassels and cording 
were reproduced by Scalamandre of 

ew York. The dress took over 200 
hours to complete, from 22 April to 
8 July 1986. The original, too fragile 
to be displayed, is stored at the 
Ransom Center. 

Replication Project Director: 
Sister Mary Elizabeth Joyce 

Designers: Carrie Harrell and 
Jan Hevenor 



The Gates of the Alamo; An Evening With Steve Harrigan 
Author St ve Harrigan recalled 

that he firsl visited to the Library as a 
student al The University of Texas. 
He came to its opening in 1971, not 
to eel brate, but to prote t the 
Vietnam War. In tho e days. he said, 
it a· ea y to ·ce the world in terms 
of right and rong and heroes and 

illains. That iew was al the heart of 
his theme on thi night r April 5 
200 I, as he address d a crowd in the 
LBJ Auditorium. 

Harrigan ·s generation is suspi­
cious of patriotism, he admitted. and 
"feels faintly ab urd about putting our 
hands over our hearts during the play­
ing of the nati nal anth m."Th had 
not been surpri ed t "discover" lhat 
the Founding Fathers were in actuali­
ty "crooks, slave-runners, child 
mol sters, and genocidal imperial­
ists." otwithstanding this cynicism. 
Harrigan noted wryly, it was a ca e of 

childhood hero worship which first 
"burst open the gates of my own 
imagination and ultimately led me to 
write The Gates of the Alamo." 

The obj ct f Harrigan 's boyi h 
admiration was David Crockett-not 
the historical Crockett, but the Di ney 
television version of him, played by 
UT alumnus Fess Parker. who in 1958 
thundered onto the American cultural 
seen like an avalanche. 

The TV imag of Cro kett ', last 
stand, swinging his empty rifle like a 
club at the oncoming Mexicar sol­
diers. was branded into Harrigan 's 
mind. Perhaps, h mused. it symbol­
ized " ... the last stand we all must 
make, one in which we have limited 
choices, and one in which we must 
reflect on what we all Land f r. 

"People have been reflecting on 
what the Alamo stands for, of coure, 
ever since the mission fell to the 
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Mexican army 165 year ago. 1t ha 
always been a wellspring of propa­
ganda, a symbol of resi tance again t 
totalitarianism. isolationism, com­
munism, and conformism." 

But for his generation, Harrigan 
observed, the AJamo ju:t had to be a 
lie. Tho. e who died ther '·couldn't 
hav be n fighting for something as 
simple a freedom. Surely their real 
motives were to expand sla ery, to 
make themselves rich n real estate 
sp culation. to steal territory from a 
sovereign nation, to spread American 
gre d and violence and racism to 
very comer of the continent." 

But that view did not work, 
artistically. When he came t write 
The Gates of the Alamo, Ha1Tigan 
found that h could not create believ­
able characters which rang true. 
about wh m reader could care, fr m 
such a one-dimensional pr mis . And 
so the Davy Crockett who Harrigan 
conjured up in the book was neither 
an unambiguous childhood her n r 
a frontier bully, '·but a rn.iddle-aged 
pilgrim, a failed hu band and fading 
celebrity who has come to Texas to 
try to re ivc hi political car er." 

Similarly, Jim Bowie "i • not just 
a cavalier knife fighter, but a breath­
takingly audacious thief." Santa Ana 
is no unambiguous villain, nor a 
"Che Guevara-like freedom fighter. 
He is a ynical opportunist, inspiring 
one moment, lethal the next. leading 
a imultaneous crusade of oppression 
and liberation." 

What drove Harrigan to write 
his bestseller? "I thought it was time 
to re cue the Alamo from mythology, 
to render these legendary events on a 
re ognizably human scale. I had r ad 
every book about the Alamo: f had 
wat hed every horrible movie, but I 
never really under:tood the reality of 
what happened there, or the motives 
of the people involved." 

His harde t task was to stay true 
to the actual hi 'tory of the battle. he 
said-insofar as that hi tory i. actu­
ally known. A mountain of legend 
and folklore has grown up about the 
Alamo, and like thin veins of or , the 
truth is deposited thinly and uneven­
ly throughout the mountain' mass. 



Director Middleton Honored by LBJ School 
Participatincr in the LBJ School s 

commencement ceremonies lo pres­
ent the LBJ Foundation's Award 
for Academic Excellence, Library 
Director Harry Middl ton was him­
self surpri ·ed with an award. He was 
given a commem rative clock "on 
behalf of all the graduat s of the LBJ 
School of Public Affairs, from the first 
class to the Class of 200 I" by Steven 
Schauer, graduating President of 1.he 
School's Graduate Public Affairs 
Council, who obser ed: ''Over the 
past thirty years the LBJ School ha, 
had six full-time deans, in addition to 
a number of acting deans. The LBJ 
Library h·1shad onl one director." 

An inscription on the cl ck 
reads: 'In recognition of thirt years 
of commitment to the students of the 
LBJ Community." 

Steven Schauer congratulates Director Middleton. 

From the Photo Archives 

At the Democratic NationaJ Convention, AtJantic City, August 23-28, 1964. 
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A gathering of distinguished 
visit rs will hear historian Michael 
Besch.lo s give the keynote addre. s 
at a two-day ·ymposium titled "The 
Future of Presidential Librarie ," 
beginning Wednesday, eptember 
19, 9:00 a.m. CNN executive and 
LBJ Foundation Chairman Tom 
Johnson will w !com the audience. 
For additional infonnation, contact 
Ted Gittin°er 5 I 2-9 I 6-5137 ext. 
265; ted.gittinger@nara.gov. 

Beschloss to speak at Library 
symposium in September. 

Coming Events: 

June 21 An vening With Historian David McCullough. 

August 27 LBJ's birthday. Refre. hment<; will be served in the Great Hall of the Librar . 

September 19-20 "The Future of Presidential Librari s," a symposium at the Johnson Library. 

September 20 Bill Moyers gives the annual Harry Middl.eton Lecture; his topic is "Faith." 

October Library Director Hany Middleton retires. 
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