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December 6, 2004: Lady Bird Johnson Welcomes an 
Old Friend, for an Evening with U.S. Senator Kay 
Bailey Hutchison in the LBJ Auditorium. 
Story on page I 3. 



An Evening with Marvin Watson and Sherwin Markman 
Marvin Watson was with LBJ longer 

than any other presidential assi tant. LilJ 
said of him, "Marvin is as wi ·e as my ra­
ther, as gentle as my mother, as loyal and 
dedicated and as close to my side as Lady 
Bird." In 1973. Watson gave LBJ'. eu­
logy in Washington. 

Watc·on has been called the mystery 
man of the White Hou.-e. His voluminous 
files have remained scaled, at his request, 
in the LBJ Library. Only former presiden­
tial aide Sherwin Markman has had access 
to them. 

Markman was active in lowa Demo­
cratic politics when Adlai Stevenson was 
a candidate for president. He came to 
Washington in 1965 to work at the State 
Department and then as Special Assistant 
to LBJ. 

Markman began this evening's pro­
gram by explaining how hr\'in Wat. on 
came to write his memoirs. lVlarkm, n had 
been trying to persuade\\ atson to contrib­
ute to a collection or es ays about LBJ by 
those who had known him closely. Wat­
son countered that he would instead record 
his entire memoir of service with LBJ if 

Markman would do the writing. The prnj­
ccl took nearly four years. 

Markman recounted one striking sto­
ry from his research. It involved LBJ and 
G org Ball, who was the leading dove on 
Vietnam in the days when basic decisions 
were being made that Jed to the great esca­
lation of the U.S. presence in that country. 
According to at.-on, LBJ called Ball into 
the Oval Office and \ ith Watson present, 
said, "George. you 're , terrific lawyer. 
Y u 're probably one of the best lawyers 
in this room .... I want you to do one job 
for me, and one job only, f'rom here on out. 
horn now on. ever time we are meeting. 
whether it be in the abin t R om or with 
the Secretary or D fcnsc. or with whom­
ever, hO\· vcr private. I want you to p ~e 
the be. t possible argument that can be ar­
ticulated in dissenl of the war. nd nu­
b dy i. L kml\\ that I asked you to cto that. 
and I \\ ill ncH:r stop. ou ... 

Although th title or thi: book i 
.. hi for 1aff." 110 011 in LBJ'· White 
Hou.·e had that fonrn1Ititle. Bui \\ at on 
had the authorit~ 10 aucnd an~ m ·ring 
of LBJ'~. \ ·ith ut prin authoriznti n. I le 
was allowed toe. pre.s an opini n nan~ 

sub_iect al any time. 'o one else had tho ·e 
prerogative .. 

Wat ·tJn r cailed the partnership that 
LBJ and Lady Bird enjoyed, saying that 
LBJ ··worked and schemed ... to enjoy 
her smile. and her nod. which always said, 
when h got it. ·(io ahead. I agree.' I sa 
that because he didn't always gi:t it, be­
lic\'e me.·· 

Watson continued, speaking directly 
to Lad Bird Johnson in the front row 
c r ·e t.: .. \."e . o dreaded every lime you 
deriarted the Whire Hou_-e. His attitude 
changed: h . mi led seldom; he worked to. 

Sherwin Markman finally persuaded Marvin Watson to record bis memories of LBJ. 



or past, midnight. The11he had dinner. and 
every once Lil a while we had dinner with 
him. Without your presence, he was obvi­
ously lonesome and sad. You truly were his 
strength. Your abilities and talents he rec­
ognized, and oh, how he respected them. 

·'Pr·sident Johnson ... seldom voiced 
approval and appreciation to a person for 
a _job well done. not face to face. Instead 
he would. at an introduction or a special 
time. maybe even at a national press con­
ference. tell a third person how great he 
really thought they were. So the deserving 
one heard it when all the rest of the world 
heard it. maybe. 

"Ev 1·y clay to President Johnson was 
a day ofopportun_ity. and you mustn't miss 
it. and you'd better be a part of'it, if you're 
going to be on the team. 

"Some !ta e reviewed my boo! and said 

that I've tried to make him a .hristian. o, 
I can assure you, he made that decision be­
fore l was ever on the payroll." 

Watson had to meet with every poten­
tial pn~siclential appointee and secure thei1· 
agreement to two conditions of appoint­
ment: "One, to retire no later than age sev­
enty, so a. to make room for young people; 
two. never to write a book on Lyndon Ba­
ines Johnson." Watson broke that second 
rnle for two reasons. fir ·t. his family per­
suaded him. S condly. he wanted to add a 
corrccri vc to some misconceptions that he 
secs in the popular view of the President; 
for example, why he did not run again in 
1968. Watson assured the crowd that it was 
not because Johnson could not have won, 
and it was not because of Vietnam. It was 
his health. 

''Lyndon Johnson was a teacher. He 
learned from the past, but his vision was al-

v ays for the future. H thought in terms of 
potential. how things could be, and he knew 
that our potential rested with our young. He 
knew our technology was the most advanced 
in the \ oriel, but he knew that technology 
alone could not solve social problems. In 
earl I mnnhood. yndon 8. Johnson had a 
burden that became a vijon of hope for ev­
ery man, woman. and child. This dedicated 
young teacher bccairn; the champion or the 
poor, the sick, the aged, and Lhe di sen lhm­
chi:;cd .... Each of hi· programs was put 
into place to enhance the quality of' life. To 
him, that anyone would go to bed hungry, 
sic~ or cold, or in need or an education. was 
rept·ehensible. 

"History is cruel to many, kind to few. Lyn­
don Raines Johnson d 'scr cs to be among 
the few. We look back with thanksgiving 
for the vision he crafted into reality .... " 

Marvin Watson was with LBJ longer than any other White House aide. 
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Signs of the Times: Life in the Swingin' Sixties 

December 18, 2004 - Sept. 5, 2005 By RobC'l't flicks, Com1111111icatio11sOtfici!/" 

Photos by Charles Bogel 

Sponsored by Time Warner Austin 

A Volkswagen bus ... the hippies' transport of choice. 



In arly 1964, the United States was still reeling from the sudden and tragic death of President John F ennedy. Then 
came the explosion. On February 7. the Beatles arrived in America to appear on "Th Ed Sullivan Show" - an event that 
spearheaded a revolution in pop culture and the arts. The I 960's had arrived. And Ameri a would ne r be the same! 

Signs o("the Times: life in rhe Swingin' Lx:tiesat th LBJ Library and Mu eum (D c mber 18, 2004 - Sept. 5, 2005) was 
an exhibition that captured all of the excitement f the I 960s in very area of American popular cu lhtre: from the "British 
invasion;• Motown, and psychedelic music to th . fashions of go-go dancers, mods and hippies-from the cutting edge 
comedians and. ports p rsonalities to the campy TV shows (and commercials)-and fr m the 'hip'' books and movies of a 
generation to the eras c nsumerism that became the es ence of pop art. 

Highlights Included: 

Interactive touch screen monitors featured 
television shows ranging from I Spy to The 
Addams Family. 

The advent of the garage band. 

Photos by 
Charles Bogel 
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Sequined psychedelic "butterfly" dresses worn by the Supremes. 
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The invasion of British pop music, spearheaded by the Beatles. 

On Tuesday, June 7, about 1,500 people brought blankets and chairs to enjoy music by the 
Beatles tribute band, the Eggmen, and an outdoor screening of the Beatles 1964 classic film, 
A Hard Day's Night. 
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Literature from Tom 
\Volt , Kurt Vonnegut, 
Truman Capote, and 

orman Mailer. 

Sports Heroes of the 
Decade, including Denny 
McLain, who won thirty­
one games in 1968, and Joe 
Namath, the quarterback 
of the unlikely New York 
Jets in their Super Bowl 
victory over the Baltimore 
Colts. 

Voices of a Generation 
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Remains Not Viewable: An Evening With John Sacret Young 
By Robert Hicks, Communications Officer 

Award-winning writer, director 
and producer John Sacret Young has a 
knack for putting the worlds of national 
and international politics and conflicts 
into a form that's both compelling and 
entertaining. 

Young had just b en nominated 
for his Sixth Writers uild Award for 
this past season's finale of 'The We, l 
Wing." He co-created and served as 
executive producer of the landmark 
television series "China Beach." 

ow, Young has published a 
memoir, Remains Not Viewable, which 
has been describ d as "the haunting 
story of a man coming to terms with 
himself, with his family's past, with 
what he knows and will never know, 
and his own future." 

When Young's cousin was kill d 
in Vietnam, Young learned that the 
remains of every Vietnam casualty 
fell into one of two official categories: 
Viewable or Non-Viewable. He also 
discovered that such categories applied 
to how his Ne,v England family faced 
their own history. 

Novelist Elmore Leonard says, 
"Young writes so well his memoir 
works as a novel. He brings to life real 
people in dramatic situations, and with 
the added zest of suspense and a dash 
of Hollywood." 

On Monday, May 2, 2005, Mr. 
Young discussed those topics, and 
aired clips from "China Beach," 
including interviews with actual 
Vietnam veterans that were woven into 
an unforgettable episode. 

For his work on "China Beach," 
Young received a Golden Globe 
Award, a People's Choice Award, five 
Emmy nominations, and four other 
nominations from the Writers Guild of 
America. Young won the W 1A Award 
for "Souvenirs" and the Peabody Award 
for "Vets," two episodes of "China 
Beach" which he directed. 

Young's first novel, The Weather 
Tomorrow, was praised by Newsweek, 

The Washington Post, The New Yorker, The LBJ Museum Store still has a 
and The Los Angeles Times. His novel few copies of Remains ot Viewable 
The Black Ra;nbow was published in on its shelves. 
the fall of 2002. 

Photo by Charles Bogel 

Author Young autographed his book for Friends 
attending his presentation. 
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An Evening With Max Holland 

In an administration bulging at ev­
ery seam with controversy, from the 
\'i tnam War to the War on Poverty, 
L~ ndon Johnson' time in office offers 
n more stormy interpretations than 
th ecxamining way the new president 
dealt with the death of his predeces­
~or. From his formation of the Warren 
• mmi ·sion to the publication of it 

tin ling , nothing has generated more 
qu tions of Lyndon Johnson's admin­
i tration than the way he handled the 
Kennedy assassination. 

ne major interpreter of that epi­
• d i • Max Holland. Johnson biog­
rapher Robert Dallek writes of him, 
'"The Kennedy Assassination Tapes fills 
, ·ignificant hole in our understanding 
of Lyndon Johnson's response to John 
F. Kennedy'· assassination. The book 
i c1 welcome antidote to the asser­
tions about LBJ's involvement in JFK's 
death. It sets a standard of scholarship 
that every \vriter on the assassination 
should imitate." 

Mr. Holland has worked as a jour­
nalist in Washington, D.C., for more than 
tvventy years. In 2001, he won the J. An­
thony Lukas Work-in-Progress Award 
for a forthcoming narrative history of 
the Warren Commission. He is a con­
tributing editor at The Nation and The 
Wilson Quarter~y, and his articles have 
also appeared in The Atlantic, American 
Heritage. the Washington Post. the Los 
Angeles Times. and the Boston Globe. 
From 1998 to 2003 he was a research 
fellow at the University of Virginia's 
Miller Center of Public Affairs. 

The Los Angeles Times review of 
HoJland's book sajd, "At first blush, the 
Kennedy assassination tapes sounds like 
the title of a conspiracy theory. But this 
is the polar opposite: a sober and care­
ful study, mostly of LBJ's White House 
conversations, about many topics re­
lated to JFK's murder." On November 
I, 2004, Mr. Holland came to the LBJ 
Auditorium to discuss his views. His 
major topic within his major theme was 
the LBJ telephone tapes, as he said in 
his opening: 

"l became interested in the Johnson 
tape recordings in about 1995, when I 
started work on a narrative his­
tory of the Warren Commjssion 's 
investigation. And in 1997, Michael 
Beschloss brought out the first of a 
multivolume work on the tape re­
cordings. My first reaction to it was, 
Gee, 1 wish l 'd had that idea,' because 

I thought it was an excellent idea. By 
that time I r alized that there was in­
ti rmation on the tape recordings that 
you wouldn't find in the written record, 
or in the memoirs. The outstanding 
example of that is the formation of 
the Warren Commission itself. If you 
were to read Johnson's memoir, 
you would think that he thought the 
commission was a good idea from the 
outset, and he immediately set about 
appointing it. 

"The tap tell a \ cry different sto­
ry. [LBJ] r sistecl the idea; he was upset 
when people , ere second-guessing 
him only days into his presidency. He 
wanted to keep the investigation both 
in Texas and with the FBI alone. But 
eventually, over a matter of days and 
after a lunch with Richard Russell, 
the senator from Georgia who had 
been Johnson's mentor in the Senate, 
Johnson changed his mind. 

"And that was the story that I 
realized was on the tape recordings. 
So [ was very interested in them." 

Holland took issue with some of 
Besch loss' interpretations of the tapes, 
however. There was a conversation in 
which Richard Russell told LBJ that 

TUB 
KENNEDY 

ASSASSINATION 
TAPES 

Th1-· Whi11.: 11,,u,t: cnrncr, t1nn ot 

Lvnrl,Jn IL J,1hn-.on 

regarding tht" 11 .. J ,an t1un. 

thl· \'<'arr n. (.,,mrn1",ion 
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he had felt threatened by other mem­
bers of the Warren Commission. 

" ... he would talk abcrnt some of the 
conversations I was most int re ted 
in, and he said things about them that 
were at odds with what r thought I al­
ready thought l underst od about the 
Warr n Commission. In particular 
there was a conversation from ep­
tember 18, 1964, a very important day 
in the history of the Warren Commis­
sion. It was the day on which the com­
mission met for the last time, to figure 
out the language, the final language 
of the Warren report. And according 
to Beschloss' transcript, Richard Ru·­
sell, who was a member of the Warren 
Commission, came into that meeting 
insisting on two dis enting opinions 
from the staff's conclusions. And he 
tried to get them inserted, but every 
time he did they'd make "a little old 
threat"-the suggestion being ... that 
somehow Russell was threatened by 
the other members of the Warren Com­
mission in some unknown manner. 

"This didn't sit well with me, be­
cause I knew Russell detested Earl War­
ren, didn't want to serve on the Warren 
Commission with Warren; during the 
entire time the commission was in ex­
istence it was never called the Warren 
Commission in Senator Russell's of­
fice. It was always called 'the Presi­
dent's commission,' or 'the assassina­
tion commission,' out of deference to 
the feelings of the Senator. nd I knew 
that .if Warren or any other member of 
the commission had threatened Russell, 
all hell would have broken loose. 

"So I looked at the transcript that I 
had prepared in part and I saw that in­
stead of 'threat,' what Russell had said 
to Johnson was, 'Every time I wanted 
to make a little dissent, they'd give me 
a thread of it,' meaning they would 
give him some of the language that he 
wanted to insert in the report. 

"The tapes,'' said Holland, "are the 
oral equivalent of the Zapruder film 
[the famous silent 8mm film of the as­
sassination, taken by amateur photog­
raph r Abraham Zapruder. clnote]. 

"Just as vvhen we watch the Za­
pruder film, each time we see Presi­
dent Kennedy ki !led anew when we 
hear these tapes, it's like hearing it for 
the first time." 

Holland followed the tapes in re­
constructing how the Warren Com­
m, sion came into being. 

"[Eugene] Rostow is one of the 
fir t people to suggest the idea of a 
blue-ribbon commission, a group, Ros­
tow thought, 'a commission of seven 
or nine people; maybe ixon, J don't 
know, to look into the whole affair of 
the murder of the President. B cause 
world opinion and American opinion 
is just now so shaken by the behavior 
of the Dallas police that they're not be­
lieving anything.' 

"But John on resisted that idea," 
Holland continued, "and he was up­
set to hear that the Washington Post is 
going to publish an editorial calling 
for a blue ribbon commission. He's 
very ups t; he fe ls he's on.Iy been in 
office for three days, and already hi· 
important decisions are being second­
guessed. He call d J. Edgar Hoover to 
tell him that he wants the inquiry to be 
run by the FBI at the federal level, and 
by state attorney general Waggoner 
Carr at the state level. Johnson said, 

" ow, if you get too many cooks 
messing with-involved. it'll mess it 
up, and I think that these two are trained 
organizations, and the attorney general 
of the state holds courts of inquiries 
every time a law is violated. And 
the FBI makes these investigations. 
So l wanted you to know that. and you 
ought to tell your press man that that's 
what's happening, and they can expect 
Waggoner Carr, the attorney general of 
Texas, to make an announcement this 
morning of a state inquiry, and that you 
can offer him your full cooperation, and 
vice versa; he 11 do it with you." 

It was not to be. Pressures for con­
gressional investigation in both houses 
now began to build, and LBJ, said Hol­
land, had great concern that these two 
committees, and others, would start 

IO 

trying to outdo each other for head­
line·. l 64 being an lcction year, and 
probably r ach report· that, de pite the 
facts, might point the finger at either 
the Soviet Union, where Lee Harvey 
0 wald had lived for two and a half 
years, or Communist Cuba, for Os­
wald had vi ited the Cuban consulate 
in M xico City, bare! six weeks be­
for the assa ·sination. 

"The man who changes LBJ's 
mind really." aid Hollanli "is Rich­
ard Rus ell." Th y have lunch on 
Wednesday, November 27, and Russell 
t 11s him he'. very concerned about 
th se congre ·si nal inve tigations. o 
the next day Johnson does a complete 
turnabout. .. and now he uses argu­
ments exactly the reverse of what he 
told Hoover. Ile thinks it would be a 
bad precedent to set, if '.ongress has 
committees investigating what is es­
sentiaJly "a local crime." 

"The next da., ," Holland contin­
uec.i "John ·on spends almost the en­
tire day as rnbling what came to be 
known almost immediately as the 
Warren Commission. Literally, those 
convcr ations tak up the bulk of my 
book. They are fa cinating. The rea­
son that we have them in such detail 
i because it was Thanksgiving week­
end, and many of the people Johnson 
had to talk to wer out of town for 
the holiday. o we have a uniquely de­
tailed record of how the assembled the 
cornmis, ion." 

Holland concluded with a state­
ment of his belief that LBJ dropped out 
in l 968 becat se he felt betrayed by the 
liberal wing f the party, and because 
RFKentered the race, which he regard­
ed as a betrayal of trust. Then Mr. Hol­
land took questions from the audience. 

Q: "Why didn't Robert Kenne­
dy want any comment on the Warren 
Report?" 

A: 'RFK would never comment, 
evading questions about it, because he 
knew about the attempts on Castro and 
didn't want that made public." 



Author Holland does not subscribe to any conspiracy theory of the assassination. 

Q: "What questions remain unan­
swered about the assassination?" 

A: ''What did Lee Harvey Oswald do 
in the days leading up to the assassination? 
No one really knows what he did the 
weekend before the assassination." 

In summary Holland gave his anal­
ysis of the assassination itself: 

"All of the wounds can be ac­
counted for by two shots. There were 
three shots, however. The first sh t 
was when the car was closest to the 
[School Book Depository], but Os­
wald's view was obscured by a tree, 
and it probably deflect d the first 
shot. But Governor Connally heard 
it, and his testimony is quite accurate 
on this point. He heard the first shot. 
He's in error when he says that it hit 
President Kennedy. It didn't hit any-

b d . But he beard it, and he started to 
turn around. 

"The second shot is the one that hit 
both of them .... 

"The third shot of course was the 
one that hit President Kennedy in the 
head. w they never found the first 
shot. because by the time they realized 
this, it was Labor Day, 1964, ju t weeks 
befo ·e the publication of the Warren 
Report. And they ran out of time to I ok 
for this, or to look for evidence on th 
tree ,vhere it had deflected the bullet. 

" ut they did correctly com to the 
conclusion that the second shot had hit 
both men, and the third shot had hil 
President Kennedy in the head. The 
second shot is the so-called 'pristine 
bullet'-it's not really pristin that 
was found on a stretcher in Parkland 

Photo by Charles Bogel 

Hospital, "' hich came out of Governor 
Connally's thigh, and the third shot 
was hatter d becau e of its impact on 
President Kennedy's head. Fragments 
of il w re found. Both were analyzed, 
both were found to be consistent with 
coming from Oswald's rifle. 

"The Warren Commission was intent 
on finding out wh did it. And after they 
decided that Lee Harv y Oswald was 
guilty beyond a reasonable doubt, then 
the politic started. Because Earl War~ 
ren worried that if Oswald was seen as 
a communist that the American people 
wouldn't be ab! to istinguish between a 
controll d conummi t, by a foreign gov­
ernment, or a If-avowed communist, 
like Oswald was. o in the Warren Report 
they sought to depict Oswald more sort 
of as a lone misanthrope, [a] pathological 
nutca e, rather than a very highly politi­
cized p r on, motivated by his politics." 

11 



Noted Scholar R. Divine Addresses Docents 

On January 12, Professor Emeri­
tus of History Robert Divine came to 
the LBJ Library to sp ak to Library 
and Museum doc nts and volunte rs 
on the signifi anc of the decade or 
the 1960s. He began by pointing out 
that just two ten-y ar period stood 
out as distincti e in the 20 1

h century­
the roaring twenties and the turbulent 
sixties. 

On th positive side of th ledger, 
Dr. Divine noted the fulfillment of the 
Democratic reform agenda fir t an­
nounced by Truman with his Fair Deal 
in 1949. The Great Society reforms­
notably civil rights, education, and 
above all, edicare and Medicaid­
w re the culmination of nearly two 
decades of legislative effort. Also, the 
Cuban missile cri ·is rev alcd that ev n 
though the United Stat s was thought. 
after Sputnik, to be trailing the Soviet 

nion in the arms race, it was still the 
most powerful nation in the world. 

Other notable developments that 
mark the 1960s include the em ro-ing 

omen's rights mov ment and a suc­
cessful space program culminating in 
the moon landing at the encl of th de­
ad . 

But other trends ju tif calling thi 
a turbulent decade. The youth protests 
of th aby boomers, begi1ming \Vith 
the Free Sp ech dem n trations on 
the Berkeley campus, the em rgence 
of Studenl!:i for a Democratic Societ 
to lead student rebellions, and oth­
er frequent campus demon tration 
led to unrest and even violence wi h 
the emergence of the radical facti n 
known as the Weath rm n. Even the 
civil rights mov ment experienced 
turmoil, moving from the passive re-
istance of Martin Luther King to the 

mor confrontational tactics of Stokely 
Carmichael and H. Rap Brown, as the 
goal of integration gave way to th call 
for black power. And most disruptive 

of all as the gr wing critici m of the 
Vietnam War and th conviction that 

yndon Johnson had misled the nation 
by enga ring in n unju t and unpopu­
lar conflict. 

Di ine concluded that the 1960" 
ft a la ting mark on mericao life. 

One consequenc was the climax 
of ew Deal-style liberalism which 
gav way to a grO\ ing c nservative 
tide that would c met fruition under 
Ronald Reagan in th I 80s. Another 
was the breakdO\ n of the Cold War 
con ·ensus, with the emergence of dis­
sent ov r Vi tnam which o n spread 
to other aspects of Ameri an foreign 
polic . Finally, the baby boomers ho 
rebelled in the 1960s became trans­
formed int an upwardly mobile and 
consumer-oriented generation who led 
the way to the tiiumph of high tech­
nology and th dot.com boom of the 
1990. 

Photo by Charles BogelProfessor Divine chats with docents 
Pat Oakes and Barbara Merello. 
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An Evening With Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison 

Kay Bailey Hutchison grew up in 
Lamar. Texas. She graduated from The 

ni,·ersity ofTex·1s and T Lavv School 
at n time when law firms simply did not 
hir women graduates, so she became 
a television reporter before going into 
p lilies. After being elected twice to 
th Texas House of Representatives, 
h' was elected Texas state treasurer in 

1990 and, three years later, became the 
fir. t \ ·oman to represent Texas in the 

.S. Senate. In 2000 she was elected 
,·ice chairman of the Senate Republi-

Senator Hutchison: "America is the best 
place in the world to be a woman." 

can Conference. She is the only woman 
among the top five leaders of the Senate 
Republicans. 

Senator Hutchison figures promi­
nently in military affairs in the Senate, 
as chair of the military construction sub­
committee and a member of the defense 
subcommittee of the Senate Appropria­
tions Committee. She is the ranking Re­
publican on the Commerce Committee 
subcommittee on aviation, and is chair of 
the surface transportation/merchant ma­
rine subcommittee, which enables her to 

set policies regarding port security, an 
issue of critical importance today. 

As a member of the Veterans Af­
fairs Committee. he has fr)L1ght for 
recognition of th Gulf War syndrome 
so veterans can receive treatment. h 
is the author of the 1-lomemak r IRA 
legi lation, which is aimed at xpand­
ing retirement opportunities for stay-at­
home spouses. She has been a leader 
in defending the ·1tional Endowment 
for the Arts against strong oppo ition, 

explaining that "arts help define a cul­
ture. They are as important in depict­
ing the life and times of a nation a the 
written word of history. Most other 
civilized countries in the world subsi­
dize arts more heavily than we do in this 
country. o eliminate support for fine 
arts and pe1forming arts would not only 
stunt their growth, but curtail access to 
the arts as well." Se1ntor Hutchison i 
often praised as is one of the few poli­
ticians today whose hallmark is civility 
in relation to all groups, left, right and 
center. 

On December 6. 2004, Senator 
Hutchison came t the LBJ Library and 
Mu eum to peak to a large crowd of the 
Friends, and to ign copies of her recent 
book, American Heroines: The Spirit­
ed Women Who Shaped Our Couutty. 

Senator Hutchison began by not­
ing that America is, quite simply, the 
best place in the world to be a wom­
an. "[W]omen have been a part of our 
country and the building of our coun­
try throughout our history.... [W]ornen 

h broken barriers throughout our 
hi. tory, but we were different even from 
the beginning .... " Hutchison recalled 
that Alexis de ocqueville, the keen 
French observ r of American society, 
remarked in 1835 that "•Jfl were asked 
to what the singular prosperity and 
growing strength of that people ought 
mainly to be attributed, I should reply, 
'To the supe1i rity of their women."' 

"So." S nator Hutchison continued, 
"I wanted to write about the ... pioneer 
women who broke the first barriers. 
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But then it struck me that contempo­
rary women are still breaking barriers 
in those same fields. So I interviewed 
contemporary women who are break­
ing barriers in the same fields a· the 
pioneers. 

"I did a chapter on ... Tcxas pioneer 
women becaus Texas, as all of you 
know, has the most interesting history 
of any of our states. It is the only state 
that came into our nation as a nation .... 
[W]c were not totally welcomed with 
open ·mns by the United States Con­
gress. In fact, the treaty with Texas 
could not be ratified as a treaty because 
they couldn't get the two-thirds vote 
in the Senate .... [l]t in fact passed the 
House by one vote and the Senate by 
one vote. So even back then there were 
people who questioned whether Texas 
should become a state, and there are 
still the people in Washington today, 
J assure you, who are asking the same 
question! 

"l wrote about Mary Austin Hol­
ley ... Stephen F.Austin's first cousin. 

"I want to read you [an] excerpt 
from her book: 'It is not uncommon 
for ladies to mount their mustangs 
and hunt with their husbands, to ride 
long distances on horseback to attend 
a ball with their silk dresses in their 
saddlebags. Hardy, vigorous consti­
tutions, free spirits, and spontaneous 
gaiety are thus induced, and continued 
a rich legacy to their children, who, it 
is to be hoped, will sufficiently value 
the blessing not to squander it away in 
their eager search for the luxuries and 
refinements of polite life.' 

"'Women have the capacity for 
greatness, but they require occasions 
to bring it out. They require, perhaps, 
stronger motives than men. They have 
stronger barriers to break through, of 
indolence and habit. But when roused, 
they are quick to discern and unshrink­
ing to act. Many a wife in Texas has 
proved herself the better half, and 
many a widow's heart has prompted 
her to noble daring. " 

This is the 'Noman, Senator Hutchi­
son remarked, who was getting letters 
from her cousin Stephen F. Austin 

while he was in a Mexican jail. Aus­
tin, said Hutchison, "At first ... thought 
that we could live under Santa Anna, 
that Santa Anna wa. a great leader 
and ... that he was his friend." But after 
spending a year and a half in jail, in 

exico, he started changing his view. 
Hutchison marked that change of view 
in her book: 

"Within a few sentcnc s, in a letter 
to Mary. we see a new idea emerge: that 
Texas should become part of the United 
States, instead of an independent part 
of Mexico, whether through political 
means or purchase. exico's abrupt 
retreat from constitutional democratic 
government in 1834 had precipitated 
Stephen's own harsh year-long impris­
onment, as well as Lndependcnt move­
ments in California and other part of 
the country, including the state of Za­
catecas in central Mexico. When Santa 
Anna, whom Stephen had once counted 
as a personal friend and a friend of Tex­
as, brutally suppr ssed the Zacatecas 
uprising ... Stcphen ... encouraged Mary 
to go home (to Kentucky) and write 
about Texas ... .'' 

Mary agreed, and pressured her 
cousin to offer land grants to American 
settlers who came to Texas. I le acqui­
esced, and from that came the gener­
ous land-grant policy that tempted o 
many Americans to settle in exas in 
the early years. 

"[M]ost of you in this room," said 
Hutchi on "know that the Runaway 
Scrape was the exodus of women and 
children from Texas during the Mexi­
can march into San Antonjo, about the 
time of the battle of the Alamo. Ann 
Raney Coleman ... reported in her jour­
nal: 

"'The group traveled during the 
day, but stayed awake at night, as ei­
ther the Indians or the Mexicans were 
on the lookout for our horses. We never 
slept. only at noon, when the Negroes 
got dinner and the horses were turned 
out to graze.' She would nap until the 
company started up again, taking her 
food with her and eating on horseback. 
Her young son rode with her. She said 
in her journal: 'Sometimes I found my­
self fast asleep on my horse, and only 

when I was nearly over the horse's head, 
I awoke to the sense of danger with my 
little boy in my lap.' 

"As Thomas Rusk. whose own 
wife Mary helped ensurc; the calm 
evacuation of Nacogdoches, obs rved 
'The men of Texas deserved much 
credit, but more was clue the ,vomen. 

rmed men, facing a foe, could not but 
be brave. But the women, with their 
little children around tJ1em, without 
means of defense or power to resist, 
faced danger and death with unflinch-
111g courage.' 

"[M]v_ grea t-grea t-granc Imot her 
,vas also in the Runaway Scrape .... 
Her children were ages seven and be­
low. And all four of her children died in 
the Runa, ay Scrape. She came back to 
Nacogdoches and had nine more chil­
dren!' 

Senator Hutchison's book recalled 
the epic battle between two factions of 
the Daught r •of the Republic ofTexas, 
over how th ruins at the Alamo should 
be preserved. Clara Driscoll led one 
side, and Adina De Zavala the other. 
The Driscoll ranks won, but the strug­
gle brought the issue to the attention of 
the Texas public. Both sides deserve 
credit for that. 

enator Hutchison devoted one 
chapter lo Ov ta Culp Hobby, who 
"wa, married to Governor William P. 
Hobby. was a strong Democratic ac­
tivist, and ... was tapped by President 
Roosevelt to head the Women's rmy 

orps during World War ll.... She was, 
she said, 'a one-person recruitment ef­
fort.' She went out across the country 
to recruit for the WACs. She had one 
uniform, which she pressed every night 
and wore the next day. And it was such 
a huge success that they ended up with 
many more women applying thnn they 
could have, and many more jobs than 
they could fill." 

Also examined in the Senator's 
book are Carly Fiorina, ,vho was the 
head of Hewlett-Packard, and Mick­
ey S ibert, the first woman to have 
a seat on the w York Stock Ex­
change. Then th re are Madeleine 
Albright, our first woman secretary 
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I f mt~. and Condoleezza Rice, our 
n \.t \\Oman secretary of state. Hutchi­

n -:plained, "I wanted to read one 
x rpt from Condoleczza Rice's in­

t"n i \\. because I thought...particu­
larl) ti i crowd ... would appreciate it: 

···what was the best preparation 
r r th rough-and-tumble of your 
lifi to lay')" l asked.' "Being provost 
al Lanford" she replied. "ln an aca­
demic administration where you have 
f urteen hundred extremely smart 
p oplc who arc basically indepen­
dent contractors-because faculty 

n·t believe they have any bosses-1 
learned when it was necessary to per­
suade people, when it was necessary 
to inform, and when it was necessary 
to demand." 

Marguerite Higgins, who won a 
Pulitzer Prize for reporting on the Ko­
rean War, and Margaret Bourke-Whit , 
the great wartime photographer, are 
covered in the journalism section of 
Senator Hutchison's book. Hutchison 
asked TV journalist Barbara Walters 
how she negotiated for higher salary 
and working conditions. Walters re­
plied, "Work so hard that you become 
valuable. It really is the only way. You 
can't negotiate from weakness. Hang 
in there until you become so important 
that they really need you. To negotiate 
by whining, or by saying, he has it 
better'-these are hard-nosed people. 
They don't care. You really have to 
say, 'This is why you need me.' And 
that may take time." 

Also featured in the book is Ruth 
Simmons, the first African-American 
woman to head an Ivy League institu­
tion, Brown niversity. One of twelve 
children, she was born in a sharecrop­
per's shack in Grapeland, Texas. Sim­
mons recalled this for Hutchison's 
book, when asked what had been the 
biggest obstacle in her life: 

"Complicated social structures 
make it difficult to move in a straight 
line toward success. Everyone experi­
ences this. Two steps forward, one step 
back. It was like that for many rea­
sons, some of them personal. For ex­
ample, l became a mother early in my 
career, and I had to learn how to deal 

with marriage and, later, parenting and 
yet continue to grow profe sionally, not 
sacrificing my career. As a young wife, 
I made choices to follow my husband', 
career. So I had a very circuitous route 
to success. I just wish someone had told 
me, when I was youog, not to worry that 
I wasn't g ing to have a straight line to 
success. l didn t know until much later, 
when I talked to other women, par­
ticularly, what a route they had. And I 
learned that they ,vere facing the same 
tbing I was.' 

Finally, Hutchison cited her in­
terview with Rosalyn Su sman Yalow, 
the first American-born woman to win 
the obel Prize (like Madame Curie, 
she w n it for chemistry). Ya! w said, 
"Perhaps the earliest memories r have 
are being a stubborn, determined child. 
Through the years, my mother ha" told 
me that it was fortunate that I chose to 
do acceptable things, for if I had cho­
sen other, i e, no one could have de­
flected me from rny path!" 

Asked to compare women's status 
m Europe with America's, Hutchison 
replied that "[American ,vomen] have 
been able to contribute, not just to gov­
ernment, but we are now able to get 
into the professions, into the highest 
levels of business. You don't find that 
in Europe. You don t find women 0 
of major corporations. I think that be­
cause of our ntrepren urship and our 
creativity, and the women who came 
before, we are now at every level x­
cept pre id nt of the nited States, 
but at every other level of business or 
of professions, government-I don't 
think it' a factor that we are women, 
any more, mostly. [W]e 're not. .. I 00 
percent there, but we're 98 percent 
there. When I graduated from law 
school, there were thirteen women ... in 
the class. Today, it's probably 50 to 60 
percent, maybe more. The differences 
are just amazing. So f think that we are 
seeing it at all levels, and all type: of 
life. And, also ... in the military. We've 
made incredible strides in the mili­
tary." 

During questions from the audi­
ence, Liz Carpenter asked Senator 
Hutchison to remark on her days in the 
Texas legislatme. Hutchison repliel~ 

--when . arah ddington and 
and Eddie B rnice Johnson enfro­
nia Thompson. and Chris Miller were 

lected. we were ... five women out of 
150. nd I was the only Republican; 
there were four Democrats .... In many 
ways it was harder to get elected than 
to serve, because I found that convinc­
ing peopl that I could do the job ... was 
the hardest part of being a woman at 
the time .... Yiu were judged by a dif­
ferent standard. I don't think that's the 
case today. I don't think people even 
think of me as a woman senator. They 
think of me as a senator from Texas." 

skcd why sh didn't include 1-
eanor Roose elt in her book, Senator 
Hutchison r plied: 

"First Ladi s, including Eleanor 
Roose It, Lady Bird Johnson, Bar­
bara Bu h, and Laura Bush-many of 
our great leaders who are Fir t Ladies 
were not included in the book, rnai.nly 
because ifl had done that, I would have 
had to pick the fir t First Lady to have 
broken many of the barriers, and you 
could arguably say that Eleanor Roos­
evelt was, because she did change the 
role of First Lady. But Dolley Madi­
son did too; Abigail dams was an 
incredible woman. S I didn't put the 
category of First Ladie • in. I think that 
our First Ladies have a special place in 
America, and I think the contribution 
that th y make is phenomenal. Tthink 
Lady Bird's beautification of America 
is a lasting I gacy. i see it everywhere. 
I think that Eleanor Roosevell's con­
tribution to our country and, really, to­
ward the eqnality of women in every 
way is legendar . So I clidn 't put that 
category in, but a whole book could 
be written [about] great leaders like 
those.'' 

S nator Hutchison concluded her 
address by noting the accomplish­
ments of Mary Cassatt, the great Im­
pressioni t painter, Marian Anderson, 
who broke the musical color barrier in 
Washington soci t , Selena, the queen 
of ejano mu. ic, and aviation pioneers 

melia Earhart, Jacqueline Cochran, 
and Sall_ Ride, the first woman astro­
naut. 
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LBJ and Latin America: Latest FRUSVolume Opens New Documents 

From the Office of the Historian, 
U.S. Department of State: 

"Foreign Relations oft he United 
States is a resource unmatched 
by any other publication available 
today. 

"Begun in 1861, and published 
every year since then, this s ries 
presents the official documentary 
record of the major for ign policy 
initiatives of the United States of 
America. Today, the seri s can be 
found in libraries and cla srooms 
around the world-and on the 
Intern t. 

'An invaluable resource for 
gov rnment leaders, academic , 
and teachers, the Foreign Relations 
of the United States se1ies include 
important document from the 
Department of State, th Whi e 
House, the Central lntelligenc 
Agency, the Depai1ment of 
Defense, and other agencies." 

On April 15 2005, five panels 
of experts gathered at the LBJ 
Library to di cuss the lat t issue 
of th FRUS, which deals ith 
the LBJ Administration and it 
relations with Latin America. 
Among the comm nts they made 
were a number that pointed out the 
invaluable contribution made by 
access to the LBJ taped telephone 
conversations, a kind of resource 
not much available to oth r FRUS 
volumes. Distinguished historian 
H. W. Brands remarked, 'What 
would happen if this volume had 
been published, say, ten years ago, 
before the tapes of the conversations 
had been made public? I uspect 
we would have s n v ry little 
of Lyndon Johnson in there .... " 
Erin Mahan of the Department of 
State id, " ... the LBJ telephone 
transcripts are a gem as a source. 
You really bear or read, the 
President's direct hand in foreign 
policy .... LBJ almost comes across 
as a Latin American desk officer." 

16 



An Evening with General Anthony Zinni 

General Zinni packed the auditorium. 

During his distinguished thirty­
five year military career, General 
Anthony Zinni served in seventy dif­
ferent countries, in assignm nts that 
ranged from preparing contingency 
plans for hypothetical wars, to actu­
ally fighting wars (he did two tours in 
Vietnam as a young marine officer), 
and playing the role that has become 
such a vital part of America's military 
effort today: peacekeeper. General 
Zinni's career culminated with his as­
signment as commander of one of the 
unified U.S. commands, th Central 
Command. [t encompasse twenty­
seven different countries, including 
much of Africa, most of the Middle 
East, Iraq, and Afghanistan. In fact, 
the Central Region is larger than the 
Continental United tates. 

n April 6, 2005, General Zinni 
came to the LBJ Auditorium to speak 
of his experience and to comment on 

U.S. policy in the Central Region to­
day. Introducing General Zinni was 
anoth r distinguished former general, 
Howard Prince. Today Dr. Prince is 
the director of the C nter for Ethical 
Leadership in the LBJ chool. Before 
h joined the LBJ faculty, Dr. Prince 
served as the founding dean of the J p­
son School of Leader hip Studies at 
the University ofRichmond, where he 
established the first degree-granting 
undergraduate school of leadership in 
th world. Dr. Prince noted that Gen­
eral Zinni is an exat 1ple of "the thor­
oughly modern military maverick," 
a man who acts "out ide the box" 
known for his outspoken dissent con­
cerning the conflict in Iraqi. 

"My topic today is the Middle 
East," General Zinni began, "but I'd 
like to broaden it a little bit and re­
ally talk about the Islamic world. 
[which] ... stretches from North Af-

rica to the PhiIippi ne fr m the 
southern parts of Russia to C ntral 
Africa. It' over a billion people. I've 
spent the last fifteen years of my life 
... out there talking to them, observ­
ing things, watching the tremendous 
transformation that they're trying to 
get through. 

"They have ... been both blessed 
and curs d with a ... gcography that 
really runs the orld. They ar the 
energy source of the world. When I 
commanded .S. Central Command, 
I had responsibility for a part of the 
world that had 70 per cent of the 
, orld's oil, 50 per cent of the world's 
liquefied natural ga •. [E]very trade 
route went through this part of the 
world. What I'd like to do tonight 
is give you my observati ns as to 
\ hat's happening, maybe a little bit 
as to what might happen ..... (T]his 
is a view from un ob er r. .. who has 
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talked to kings [ and]. .. shopkeepers, 
from the Bedouins lo the business­
men ... and has tried to come to an 
understanding of who they are, and 
where they're going, and ... in some 
ways the struggles they have to go 
through. I don't mean to make ex­
cuses for people in this part of the 
world, because in many cases some 
of these problems have b en brought 
on by they themselves .... We can all 
play a role, but in the end, they have 
to acknowledge that .. .they're going to 
have to lead themselves through it." 

It is impossible to generalize 
about the Middle ast, Zinni warned. 
The peoples there, whether Arab, 
Moslem, Turks, Orthodox, Kurds, 
Sunnis or Shiites, do not fit into neat 
boxes. When CIA Director George 
Tenet asked Zinni how he would 
add up those disparate peoples, the 
general replied with what could have 
been a paraphrase of the American 
writer William Faulkner, who said 
of American southerners, "The past 
is not dead. In fact. it's not even 
past." General Zinni agree . "You 
have to understand Jslam ... what it is 
to be an Arab ... the Bedouin culture, 
the colonial history .... Their history," 
said Zinni " ... is burned into their 
souls .... " 

They are making progress, Zinni 
emphasized. "If you look closely, you 
can see it .... We talk about the elec­
tions in Afghanistan and lraq, and 
in some cases even take credit for 
[them], and I have a problem with 
that, because it's important to make 
sure this change is their change." He 
pointed to the small municipal elec­
tions in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia-in 
Saudi Arabia, where Zinni thought 
he would never see elections. His 
Saudi friends now talk about the next 
elections, and th "role of women in 
bringing change and improvement." 

Zinni thinks that in the end, there 
will be the kinds of change that signi­
fy success. AI I sorts of democracy, of 
social change, of market economies, 
are in the works. "It may not be exact-

ly ... Jeffersonian democracy," Zinni 
thinks. "It may not exactly reflect us. 
They will bring forward their kinds 
of traditions, their mark, their style, 
their cultural requirements, blended 
into this. And this ten years, that 
I predict will be the hard years, are 
where they're going lo have to shape 
that, and decide how they bring all 
that into the 21stcentury." 

A key to the future, Zinni be­
lieves, i, the creation of an Islamic 
dialogue. Tslam has been stolen from 
the people, he said, "in many cases, 
by the likes of Osama bin Laden, who 
allows himself to issue fatwas, or 
edicts, that have gone unchallenged. 
I' 1e had this argument with many 
friends in this region that this Islamic 
dialogue, this challenge to that aber­
rant form of Islam that he preaches, 
is destroying one of the great Abra­
hamic religions, and it needs to be 
regained and retaken by the moder­
ates, and those that understand v hat 
the mainstream Islamic beliefs are .. 
.. I saw it begin to happen after the 
Beslan attacks on the school hildr n, 
and after the beheadings, where fi­
nally they had had enough .... But... 
the focus on the next generation i the 
key .. .to get this clone." 

At the epicenter of all Middle 
Eastern political troubles, Zinni in­
sisted, is the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
"Whether .it should be or it shouldn't 
be," he said, "it is the number-one is­
sue throughout this part of the world." 
President Pervez Musharraf of Paki­
stcrn, for example, believes this is 
so, Zinni iterated; "his top priority, 
by his own words, was to encourage 
the President to stay involved in the 
Middle East peace process, to com­
mit to it and try to resolve it. Nm-v 
why [does] the President of Pakistan, 
with all. .. the priorities he must have 
in discussing his relationship with the 
United States, place the issue of this 
Middle East conflict as number one? 
Because he knows, from North Af­
rica to the Philippines, from southern 
Russia to Central Africa this is the 
number-one issue. Psychologically, 

1t 1s burned into their souls. And 
if there is on thing that can ... allow 
these people to focus on their real 
problems. it is the ability to move this 
peace process forward, and to focus 
on it, and to-I pray-gel it resolved 
in some fa ·hion. othing else would 
be a cataly t for positive change more 
than accomplishing that." 

N xt Zinni came to the cancer 
of terrorism, which , c consistently 
find difficulty even in defining. "It 
came from almost nowhere,'' he said, 
"and surprised us ... " as to how fast 
it grew into a global threat. "[W]e 
don't fully understand it. We call it 
'the global war on terrorism.' T rror­
ism is a tactic! We declared war on a 
tactic. 'an you imagine FDR saying, 
'W were attacked at Pearl Harbor 
yesterday. I'm declaring war on ka­
milwzes'?' You don't understand the 
prob I m if you don't understand who 
you're fighting." In our history, Zinni 
explained, "we have fought nation­
states that have challenged us, [and] 
alliances of nation-states .... And here 
we identify the ,var as a war against a 
tactic. 

"But wbat is it? Who is the en­
em ? What is it that makes Osama 
bin Laden and al-Qaeda and all these 
other groups function, retain their 
strength in the face of...most of the 
world engaging them'? lt is because 
they know how to capitalize on anger. 

hey know that there is anger generat­
ed from political disenfranchisement, 
from economic and social conditions 
that lead them to believe that they're 
oppressed. And young men, and in 
some cases young women, want to 
find a way to express that anger. That 
anger is so deeply seated, they'll do 
anything, even to blow themselves up. 
Osama needs that anger. He needs it 
fanned. He uses religion, his aberrant 
form of Islam, as the rationale. If you 
have that anger, and Lcan encourage 
you to use it, I can point you in the 
right direction to the enemy and give 
you the tools. But the tools Tgive you 
are so horrific-to kill innocents, to 
destroy yourself-that I need to give 

18 



you a justification, a rationale. And 
he has gone unchallenged in what he 
has professed on Islam. That brings 
us back to the need for the Islamic 
dialogue. If we don't understand that 
we've got to capture that generation, 
it can't be the lost generation, that an­
ger has to be resolved. In some cases, 
we can help and contribute. In some 
cases, and in most cases, they them­
selves, the leadership in thi.' part of 
the world, has to go through the polit­
ical, economic, social transformation 
and reform to make it happen. 

"And if it doesn't happen we're go­
ing to lose that generation, [although] 
I don't believe Osama bin Laden, or 
al-Qaeda, is going to win anything. 
Think about this. Osama bin Laden 
comes back to Riyadh, audi Ara­
bia, and says, 'I won! Young men and 
women of Saudi Arabia, fol low me to 
the 7th century!' 1 don't think so. H 
offers a bankrupt system. ut what 
he does offer is an expressi n and a 
venting of their anger. .. .That's got to 
be resolved ... that [is] the key to suc­
cess. 

"Another issue in this part of the 
world is their relationship with the 
West, and particularly with the United 
States. They resent the lack of consul­
tations. They're trying to understand 
what the future relationship will be. 

p until now, they've had their secu­
rity handled by somebody el e-thc 
United States, Great Britain. Since 
the encl of the First World War, some­
body else put together their ecurity 
coalitions, their arrangements, their 
doctrine for security .... 

'We have adjusted and tuned 
the doctrine based on threat , based 
on needs, and based on our interests. 
But oftentimes this process mov d 
too fast. It ... allowecl them to believe 
somebody else was in charge. What 
1 hear from my friends in the region 
now is ... 'Where are we going from 
here?... Will there be an alliance? 
Will we look into a NATO in our fu­
ture?' 

Two countries, said Zinni, have 
made commitments to the West, un­
popular with their ovvn people in the 
streets. On one side there is Pakistan 
and Libya. Muammar Gadhafi has 
come clean, owned up to Pan Am 
103, paid ompensation, and opened 
up hi weapons-of-mass-destruction 
program. And Pervez Musharraf of 
Pakistan has made an unpopular de­
cision to support the war on terror­
ism. "Pakistani soldiers are dying in 
the hills in the Northwest Territories, 
fighting terrorism. That wasn't nec­
essarily well-received. But there are 
two leaders who decided they're go­
ing to stay connected to the West. On 
the other side are two nations who've 
decided to defy the West and the in­
ternational community: Syria and 
Iran. And the question will be Wh 
makes out on this deal? Who ends up 
better off?'" 

The whole area, Zinni believes, 
has got to deal with al I sorts of border 
disputes, ethnic di putes, issues of 
water, of their own demographics, a 
population that's exploding, that they 
can no longer handle. Water supplies 
are being depleted. In places where 
the aquifers will dry up in five years 
or so, there could be a humanitarian 
catastrophe. There are vulnerable 
states out there that are on the dge, 
that, as we learned in Afghanistan, 
if you let them slip away, become 
sanctuaries, pits, for extremists­
not just the terrorists, but organized 
crim , drug trafficking. "If you look 
at Afghanistan today," Zinni insisted, 
"the poppy crop i_n Afghanistan has 
n ver been larger. lt's back. And the 
warlords are back. There's going to 
be a battle between Karzai and those 
who want change and reform, and 
those that want to walk back to the 
old systems of corruption. So it's go­
ing to be a to 1gh ten years .... But I m 
an optimist about this part of the 
world. We have seen in Iraq-and I 
certainly disagreed with the way we 
hand I d Iraq-but Iraq has an oppor­
tunity now. lf this Assembly can pull 
itself together ... can create a consli-

tution to gi,t= a ta1r hak t all of its 
ethn i and religi u gr ups it coul.d 
serve a mod ·I of change. There's 
a lot of wat r over that darn and a lot 
of damage d n . But the possibility 
and potential is th re. The xtremists, 
despite their best fforts to generate 
a civil war, have not been successful, 
because the Shia and others have not 
fallen into that trap. But what comes 
out next is going to be critical. 

"There is this tremendous resil­
ience of the people. I walk the streets 
of Ramallah, and Jedclah, and Am­
man, Jordan, and elsewhere, and l s e 
long-suffering peopl , with a history 
of turmoil, a past history of greatness, 
a history of need in some cases, a his­
tory of foreign oppression, of tryi.ng 
to adjust to the changes that whacked 
tbem across the face in the Informa­
tion Age, and globalization, and cul­
tural changes, and liberalism that hits 
them. But they are resilient, and they 
are tough, and they will get through 
this. 

"l want to finish with a story,'' 
Zinni concluded "becau ·e I think it 
t lls you how smart they are, how re­
silient they are, and how they're able 
to adjust. l was in J rdan, as the com­
mander of U.S. Central Command, 
visiting a mine-clearing operation ....! 
was taken by a Jordanian general out 
to the Jordan River, where the Jorda­
nian Army were clearing mines that 
had been laid during the 1948 [and] 
1967 wars and God knows when. 
And they walked me out, to follow 
behind this little soldier probing with 

bayonet. I actually th ught, since I 
was a four-star gen ral, this wasn't 
a real minefield, but a demonstra­
tion. Then l looked down next to me 
and saw these I ittle prong , the three 
prongs of mines all around my I ft 
and right ·ide . And, not being a little 
guy I\ as trying to squeeze my chub­
by body in a lot clos r as I followed 
him down that lane. as he was prob­
ing, and hoping he asn't getting too 
nervous [ with] this American general 
b hind him." 
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"When this was over, and 1 had 
seen enough, and very carefully and 
gingerly backed out of the minefield 
my escort, General Ghazi [?], said 
'You know where we are, General 
Zinni?' And ( said, 'No, where are 
w ? ' He pointed to the Jordan Ri er; 
it's about from here to the end of the 
stage, that's how wide it was-h 
said, This \.Vas th place where Jesus 
wa baptized.' And I lo ked acros 
the Jordan. On the other sid , on the 
lsraeli side, I saw a platform, and sort 
of an amphitheater. it was obvious 
something went on here and tour­
ists had come. I said, Very impres­
sive.' He said, 'Wa h your hands in 

the Jordan.' I said, 'W 11'-I looked 
down in the Jordan; and the Jordan 
didn't look too clean. (Laughter) And 
h said, 'Wa h your hands! You are a 
Christian! Thi is the proph t J , us! 
You have to wash your hands.' So I... 
washed my hands. He said, ' ow, we 
go to lunch!' (Laughter) 

"Ab ut three months later I was 
back in Jordan ... isiting a military 
exercise furth r north, up cl ser t 
Lake Tiberias, on the Jordan River. 
And Ghazi was again my esc rt. 
And Ghazi was showing me around, 
as we were, atching the xerci e, and 
Ghazi says, G neral Zinni, you know 

where we are?' I said, " o, Ghazi 
wh re are we?' He said, 'We are at 
Je,·us' baptismal site!' (Laughter) 
I said, Wait a minute, Ghazi. I was 
here three months ago, w were down 
so 1th, you told me it wa J su ' bap­
tismal sit .' 'Oh,' he said, 'we moved 
it!' (Laughter) He said, 'it's much 
better for th tourist up here!' And 
with that kLnd of thinking, ou know 
th y're g ing to ucc d!"' (Laughter 
and applau ·e) 
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An Evening with Nick Kotz 
Judgment Days: Lyndon Baines Johnson, Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Laws that 
Changed America 

Pulitzer Prize-winning jour­
nalist Nick Kotz has drawn on a 
wealth of newly available sourc­
es-from President Johnson's 
telephone conversations to FBI 
wiretap logs-to provide the first 
definitive account of the relation­
ship between the two men who 
moved the country toward the 
historic Civil Rights Act of 1964 
and the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
On April 28, 2005 Mr. Kotz came 
to the LBJ Auditorium to discuss 
his latest work before a large audi­
ence of Friends of the LBJ Library. 
The event was the capstone of the 

fourth Heman Sweatt Symposium, 
which marks the first move to in­
tegrate the University of Texas law 
school. 

Former President Jimmy Cart­
er has said that Kotz' book, Judg­
ment Days, is "an important ex­
amination of a critical moment in 
American history, a battle for our 
nation's soul." 

Kotz has won both the Pulit­
zer Prize and the National Maga­
zine Award, as well as the Sigma 
Delta Chi Award for Washington 

correspondents, the Raymond 
Clapper Memorial Award, and the 
first Robert F. Kennedy Memo­
rial Award. Judgment Days is his 
fifth book examining American 
history and public policy. 

Kotz began by observing that 
the civil rights struggle of the 
sixties "could have been a hor­
rible, bloody disaster, and instead 
ended in triumph with passage of 
the Voting Rights Act .... All too 
often, recent public figures have 
interpreted the history of what 
was achieved in the mid-l 960s in 

Author Kotz greets two Friends at the book signing. 
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a way that is convenient to their 
purposes ...." 

"[TJhe popular concept of 
what happened," said Kotz, 
"goes something hke this: 'Civil 
rights-that was a good thing. 
The Great Society-that was a to­
tal disaster. Thank Goel it's over 
with. Let's get government off 
people's backs-that's what the 
Great Society was about. Oh, and 
let's reduce taxes.' 

"In late January," Kotz \,Vent 
on, "forty-three ... black members 
of the House of Representatives 
went to see President Bush .... 

"They wanted to ta) k about 
the renewal of the Voting Rights 
Act, and whether he would favor 
strengthening it. According to 
them, President Bush professed 
ignorance about the Voting Rights 
Act, and said, 'Well, we'll deal 
with that when we get to it.' 

"The black congressmen were 
stunned." said Kotz. "They re­
membered when the South had 
been not only segregationist; but 
a scene of terror," Kotz reminded 
the audience. 

"Anybody who protested 
risked being beaten, being fired 
from their job, having their home 
firebombed, having their church 
burned.... Two thousand black 
churches burned in the South, in 
a couple of years.... That is the 
fervor [with] which the diehard 
South ... resisted change. That was 
the scene at the time of Binning­
ham .... 

"The country was outraged," 
Kotz recalled. "Within a matter 
of days, there were demonstra­
tions all over the United States. 

This wasn't Martin Luther King, 
or a couple of leaders," said Kotz. 
"This was masses of people with 
hope that this country could 
change, asserting their rights. 

"The Kennedy Administra­
tion for three years had not tack­
led civil rights .... They had been 
reluctant to do so, principally be­
cause ... the chairmen of the key 
committees of Congress ... were 
from the South. And Kennedy 
figured that if he went hard and 
fast on civil rights, these men 
wouldn't do anything else that he 
wanted to do." 

Kennedy's murder left LBJ 
and King to lead the civil rights 
forces. The new president went to 
the country, said Kotz. 

"[H]is message was pretty 
simple: we will continue. We will 
put new effort into the legislation 
that John F. Kennedy had pro­
posed. Johnson's message was a 
moral one as well. He loved that 
quote from Isaiah .... 'Come, let us 
reason together.' When you listen 
to hundreds of Johnson's tele­
phone conversations, you really 
get the essence that, yes, there 
was horse trading; yes, there was 
browbeating; there was cajoling. 
But most often Johnson was call­
ing on people to do as Lincoln 
said, 'to assert the better angels of 
our nature.'" 

At the time that President Ken­
nedy was killed, Kotz recollected, 
King was a deeply discouraged 
man. In his first telephone con­
versation with LBJ after the assas­
sination, he discovered new life, 
Kotz said: 

"[W]hat transpired between 
these two men, in the position of 

greatest potential influence to deal 
with the civil rights crisis, is sim­
ply a remarkable story. If I've 
added something new to this his­
tory, it is to look at Johnson and 
King both together and separate­
ly, to watch them day by day as 
we went through this remarkable 
revolutionary period of change, to 
see how the pressures of various 
kinds impacted upon them, to see 
how they dealt with each other. 
These two men, on the surface, 
appear to be unlikely partners. 
They did have something in com­
mon which was critically impor­
tant: Both men loved the South, 
despite all of its imperfections .... 
Both understood the culture of the 
South, the religion of the South, 
the food. And most important of 
all, Lyndon Johnson and Martin 
Luther King recognized that rac­
ism was a yoke around the neck of 
the outh, and that it would never 
prosper so long as race dominated 
everything." 

Dr. King, Kotz recounted, 
thought "that he was going to have 
to persuade Lyndon Johnson that 
he had to move on civil rights, and 
they couldn't weaken the bill." 

Instead, he was greeted by a 
president who began by saying, 
''We're not going to change one 
word in that bill.. .. " [I]nstead of 
King having to persuade Johnson, 
he was listening to Johnson say, 
"You've got to go lobby Senator 
Dirksen"-the minority leader. 
"You've got to lobby this senator, 
[and] that senator, if we're going 
to break the filibuster." 

In combination, Kotz said, the 
two men produced "the greatest 
victory for human freedom and 
human rights in this country since 
the Emancipation Proclamation." 
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And the collaboration of LBJ and 
King went beyond that, Kotz d -
clared. "It led to the r vision of the 
country's racist immigration laws; 
it helped bring into reality many 
of the Great Soci ty mea ures that 
remain on the books today: Medi­
care, for example, and a higher 
education act that would abso­
lutely transform Ameri an higher 
education, offering poor kids the 
chan e for a college education that 
they never had before." 

Johnson called King on Janu­
ary 15, 1965, said Kotz. It was 
King's thirty-sixth birthday. Their 
conv rsation covered all the things 
the Presid nt wanted to do. On e 
again, Kotz pointed out, the Presi­
dent was lobbying King, telling 
him the things that they could 
achi v together. 

Kotz went on to ketch the 
events that follow d, each pound­
ing on the last to build an enor­
mous tension in the country. 

"King went back to Selma and 
began escalating the d m n tra­
tions.... March 7, 1965 was so­
called Bloody Sunday, in which 
sheriff's deputies, stat troop­
ers, vigilantes and Klansmen on 
horseback, wielding truncheons 
wrapped with barbed wire, ran 
down peaceful demonstrators who 
were trying to walk across the 
Edmund Pettus Bridge in a pro­
test march for voting rights. That 
scene, shown on tel vision, cre­
ated a national uproar. Wh t had 
happened in Birmingham hap­
pened again in Selma. The nation 
was horrifi d." 

President Johnson was im­
mediately under pressure to send 
fed ral troops to Alabama, said 
Kotz. He worried about the politi-

cal pric for doing so. And Martin 
Luther King was under enormous 
pressure to stage another demon­
stration t o days later, on Tues­
day, two days after Bloody Sun­
day. In his turn, Kotz said, King 
didn't want to do it. He would b 
violating a federal court order. He 
kn w that this time there wouldn't 
ju t be hundreds of p ople s nt to 
the hospital; there might be hun­
dred of pe ple killed. He was in 
a tough spot, and he didn't know 
how to get out of it. So he contact­
ed the President. Finally, at the 
last moment, President John on 
called Lawton Collins a former 
governor of Florida who recently 
had joined the government. He 
said, "I need you to get on a plane 
and fly down to Selma. I've got 
an idea. Let's ee wheth r we can 
mak it work." 

Collins, Kotz related arrived 
in Florida at five-thirty a.m., on 
the President's jet, landing at an 
air force base. He began persuad­
ing King to lead the marchers to 
the middl of the Edmund Pettus 
Bridge, pause, kneel, pray, ri e, 
sing their anthem, "We hall over­
come," and turn around and march 
back to the church. Collins told 
King, ''We hav talked to Gover­
nor Wal lace, and the head of the 
state troopers, and we think that 
they won't do anything." Finally 
King told Collins, "Well, I'll try." 

lt orked, Kotz aid. One cri­
sis is avoided. 

But for LBJ the atmosphere re­
mained ominous, Kotz related: 

"There are demon trations in 
virtually every city in the United 
States, demanding that troops 
come in. What's the Pr sident go­
ing to do? Even some of the advis-

ers are saying, We'v got to end 
the troops in.' The President ays, 
'If we send the troops in there, 
we ar going back to Reconstruc­
tion... if we try to force this down 
their throats with bayonets. But if 

e wait, if we're patient, the hite 
p ople of the South know that there 
is no way they're going to ha 
this situation c ntinue. I think 
maybe Governor Wallace might 
help us. His ox is in the dit h.' He 
loved that expr ssion ... Whenever 
he n ed d some help from some­
body who was in the opposition, 
he looked to see wheth r their ox 
was in a ditch." (Laughter from 
the audience) 

And sure enough Kotz said Wal­
lace gave the President an opening. 
He announced to the pr s that he 
was going to Washington to con­
sult with LBJ about the crisis. 

"Wallace arrived on Satur­
day," Kotz recalled. "This was 
six days after Bloody Sunday. 
And for thr e and a half hours, 
the President and this feisty little 
governor from Alabama talked .... 
Wallac com s in to the Oval 
Office; Lyndon John on who 
is six foot four inc he ta 11,put 
Wallace on a couch-Wallac is 
five-six-with very soft, deep 
pillow . (Laughter from the audi­
enc ) And the President pulls up 
a chair, and he is towering over 
and looking down at Wallace do­
ing what Hub rt Humphrey used 
to describ as the 'nostril inspec­
tion."' (Laughter from the audi­
en e) 

'Wallace .. .was full of fight, 
talking about the communists this, 
and the communists that and be 
aid, ' o one has b en hurt d wn 

there! We've treated these peo­
ple very fairly.' Lyndon Johnson 
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pulls out a photograph showing a 
trooper battering a person. 'Take 
a look at this, Governor,' he says. 
'You don't think this is beating 
someone?' Finally he said, 'Gov­
ernor Wallace, why don t you and 
Jjust go out in front of these three 
hundred reporters, and you tell 
them that starting Mond y morn­
ing, every courthouse in Alabama 
is going to be open all day long 
to register anybody who wants to 
vote?' 'Oh, Mr. President, I cant 
do that! The local voting regis­
trars are in charg ofth tv ting!' 
And Johnson ... said to Wallace, 
according to the other five p O­

pie that were in the room, 'Don't 
you shit me, George Wallac ''" 
(Laughter from the audi nc ) 

'Finally," Kotz recalled, "and 
in keeping with the best traditions 
of the Johnson Tr ·atment," John­
son said, 'George you and I need 
to think about nineteen-eighty­
eight. We'll be dead and gone then, 
George. The question is, how do 
we want to be remembered? Do 
you want to be remernb red with 
a big granite monument on which 
is written, 'George Wallace: He 
built,' or, George, do you want to 
be remembered with a scrawny 
little stick plunged into the red 
soil that says, 'George Wallace­
H hated?' 

"Wallace didn't become an 
integrationist," Kotz said, "but 
he went back, he postured for 
another couple of days, and then 
he sent the President another 
telegram. He wrote, 'Mr. Presi­
dent, our highway patrolmen are 
overtaxed .... We don't have the 
people or the money to protect 
these marchers.' And he invited 
the President to do it. That's what 
Lyndon Johnson was waiting for. 
That's how he got...George Wal-

lace's ox out of the ditch, and how 
he and King together had peace­
fully gotten through this crisis. 

"On the fifteenth of March, 
eight days after Bloody Sunday, 
the President went before the 
Congress and the American peo­
ple,' sai Kotz, to speak of "this 
problem of racism." The Presi­
dent said: 

'It's not a south rn problem; 
it's not a northern problem. It's an 
American problem. It's difficult 
for people to change their ways. 
We have to overcome al I kinds 
of difficulties, not just with vot­
ing.' And then that big guy stared 
out at the audience and the t levi­
sion cameras, and he said, 'And­
we-shall-overcom .' With that 
phrase Johnson adopted as his 
own the anthem of th civil rights 
movement." 

"The next week," Kotz said, 
"Martin Luther King led a peace­
ful march fifty-four mil s from 
Selma to Montgomery. King 
stood in front of the state capi­
tol and, in a speech as stirring as 
the President's, in which he gave 
credit to the President and white 
Americans for making it possibl , 
he said 'Today will go down as a 
shining moment in the conscience 
of man.'" 

"It was a shining moment. 
These two great leaders, using ev­
ery conceivable skill at their com­
mand, despite their fears-and 
their fears were not imaginary­
together the two men seized their 
opportunity. They knew what to 
do with it. We are a much better 
country because of it." 

During the question-and-an­
swer period after his talk, one 

questioner in the audience asked 
Kotz about the role of FBI Direc­
tor J. Edgar H over in the civil 
righ truggle. Kotz responded: 

"Thank you for asking me 
that. How could I forget about J. 
Edgar Hoov r? (Laughter from 
the audience) lf President John­
son and Martin Luther King are 
the principal two characters in 
my story, J. Edg r Hoover is the 
third. From 1963 through Mar­
tin Luther King's death in 1968, 
Hoover tried in every onceivable 
way to destroy King, pure and 
simple .... The FBI was devoted to 
trying to break King politically. 

"To President Johnson's great 
credit, throughout the first four 
years of his pre idency, the Presi­
dent ignored this stuff. 

"But the story," Kotz conclud­
ed, "does not end happily." 

"At the end," Kotz said, "both 
King and Johnson are over­
whelmed by e ents: a war that 
no one can figure out how to stop, 
riots in the streets, a Congress 
that suddenly won't go the next 
step to deal with the social needs 
of the country. At the end Presi­
dent John on and Reverend King 
clashed terribly. Dr. King went 
to the Riverside Church in New 
York and denounced the Presi­
dent's policy on Vietnam, and the 
President began Ii tening to and 
acting on Hoover's reports. It 
br ke President Johnson's heart. 
Here was the leader of the people 
who he had done so much for-it 
was a terribJe blow to J hnson to 
have a leader of King's promi­
nence oppose the war." 

"But they'd had their shining 
moment." 
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An Evening With Jack Valenti 
January 25, 2005 

[n introducing recently retired 
chairman and CEO of the Motion 
Picture Association of America, 
Jack Valenti, Library Director 
Betty Sue Flowers said that his 
life was itself a movie-or per­
haps a series of them. 1n the first 
he is a teenager in Houston, Tex­
as, graduating from high school 
at age fifteen. In the second film, 
Valenti is the kid pilot of a 8-25 
attack bomber in the Army Air 
Corps, with the Twelfth Air Force 
in Italy. "You couldn't show all 

[his] fifty-one missions, of course," 
Flowers said, "but you vvould [fea­
ture] some of the adventures for 
which he was awarded the Distin­
guished Flying Cross and a m11n­
ber of other medals and citations." 

In the third movie, Valenti co­
founds an advertising agency and, 
one fateful day in November of 
1963, is put in charge of the press 
for President Kennedy's visit to 
Texas. He rides in the motorcade 
six cars back of the President. If 

you look at the poignant picture of 
President Johnson's swearing-in on 
Air Force One, in the background 
you will see Jack Valenti's face. 

"At this point," said Dr. Flow­
ers, "you'd ha e to start a fourth 
movie, [starring] Valenti as a 
newly hired special assistant to the 
President.... Three ye rs later you'd 
have to start a new mo i , because 
then Valenti resigns his White 
House post to b come th head of 
the Motion Picture Association. He 
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"[Dirksen] and Johnson would 
make a deal, without a note, no 
memo, no lawyers. Johnson would 
say, 'I need three votes on my civil 
rights bill, Everett, and you can get 
them for me.' And Dirksen would 
[say] 'Mr. President, I have some 
possible nominees to the FCC, the 
FTC, the FDIC'-(Laughter)-and 
the President would say, 'Jack, take 
those to J. Edgar Hoover and see if 
they pass muster.' And when Dirk­
sen left that room, Johnson was 
going to get his Republican votes, 
and Di_rksen was going to get his 
nominees. Not what you teach in 
Civics 101. But the country and the 
Congress functioned." 

Asked by a member of the au­
dience to comment on the Bu h 
Administration Valenti said, "I 
cannot but be] ieve that in his sec­
ond term, he has no more political 
ambitions to fulfill, except to leave 
a legacy. 

"Was he a great pr sident, or 
was he not? As Lord Macaulay 
once wrote, it doesn't matter how 
many tongues wagged about a pres­
ident when he was in power, but 
whether or not, twenty-five to th ir­
ty years after he died, it mattered 
greatly that he lived and served. 
And I think, frankly, every pr si­
dent feels that. I never discussed 
this with President Johnso □. But l 
know it had to be on his mind. And 
I'm hopeful that each morning as 
President Bush is waking up, he 
realizes that he has to find some 
way, some way, to achieve peace." 

About the state of the m vie 
industry today, Valenti said: 

"I inaugurated a rating sys­
tem, a voluntary film-rating sys­
tem, thirty-six year_ ago ... I tri d 

to do two things.... First, free the 
screen so any filmmaker could 
make any film that they wanted to, 
and nobody would intervene. But 
freedom without responsibility is 
anarchy. So the price you pay for 
that total freedom is [that] some of 
your movies may be restricted from 
viewing by children. In addition to 
which, we're going to give advance 
cautionary warnings to parents, 
so they will understand what's in 
a movie, to find out more about a 
movie, to read reviews, talk to their 
neighbors, read Parents magazine 
as well as look at the movie ratings. 
Then make up your mind. 

"When you've got an R-rated 
fi!m, we say, [T]his is hard lan­
gu ge there c uld be tough vio­
lence, there could be scatologi­
cal language in here. For God's 
sakes, don't take a young child to 
an R-rated movie-unless y u've 
thought it through ... .' 

"There are wonderful movies 
out tber ; Shrek, Fi1Uling Nemo, 
Shrek 2.... The Incredibles-an 
incredible m vie .... I have tried to 
do the best that can be done. l do 
not believe it is within the purview 
of the government of the United 
States tot II a parent what they can 
see or what they can't s e .... [T]he 
First Amendment stands guard­
ian over that, and everybody in the 
Congress knows it. A lot of con­
gressmen and senators get up to do 
a little saber-rattling and get some 
press back home, but they know 
that they re dissembling, that the 
government does not have the 
power, so long as the Fir t Amend­
ment is alive and well.... 

"At least in the movie ratings 
system, we try to give you advanc 
cautionary warmngs. Somebody 

ought to put, on every computer, 
'Warning! File-swapping sites are 
not good for the mental health of 
your children.' But they are there. 
I urge all of you with hildren or 
grandchildren to examine that. 
Find out about it. Do something 
about it. 

"Meanwhi! , ther 's no way 
that you can stop anybody from 
making a movie. Last year we 
pr duced, in this country, about 
seven hundred and fifty movies. 
Some of them were so bad we had 
to subpoen people to get them 
into the theater. (Laughter) Bula 
lot of them were pretty good. And 
the ones that wer nominated­
Fintli11g Neverla11d with Johnny 
Depp, the story of Sir James Bar­
rie [who created Peter Pan]-[a] 
tender, warm, wonderful movie. 
And I must tel1 you, I really loved 
Million Dollar Baby-that last 
scene in it just wrings your heart 
dry. Great movies." 

Asked about the Washington 
scene today Valentl answered: 

"What do I see in Washing­
ton today? I see in ivility, in large 
dregs. I see hostility that I ha 
never witnessed before .... 

"But I have an optimistic view. 
beli ve that nothing la ts .... 

[T]here ar cycle -not only eco­
nomic cy les, [but] emotional cy~ 
cles, and political cycles .... [A]fter 
a while, the general public is going 
to go sick of this kind of swarming 
discontent that's going on in Wash­
ington now, the hostility ... that's in­
fecting the discourse. And they're 
going to say, Enough.' And then ... 
we will be ba k in a civil discourse 
again." 
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also becomes a writer, publishing 
other books in addition to A Very 
Human President, including the 
one we're celebrating here tonight, 
Speak Up With Confidence." 

Dr. Flowers said Valenti de­
serves "an Oscar for the Best Way 
with Adjectives." In A Very Hu­
man Presitlent, she continued, 
Valenti described President John­
son by turns as awesome, terror­
izing, tender, energetic, ruthless, 
loving, engulfing, patient, impa­
tient, caring, insightful, devoted, 
petty, clairvoyant, compassionate, 
bullying, sensitive, tough, charm­
ing, earthy, courageous, devious, 
full of humor, brilliantly intel-
1 igent, brutal, wise, suspicious, 
disciplined, crafty, and gener us. 
' He was all of these," said Valenti, 
"and more. He had one goal: to 
be the greatest president, doing the 
greatest good, in the history of the 
nation. He had one tragedy: a war 
whose commitments he could not 
break, and whose tenacity he did 
not perceive." 

Valenti noted that LBJ gave 
him the chance "to spend my en­
tire working life ... in two of life's 
classic fascinations: politics in 
the White House, and movies .... 
I have known the great, and the 
near-great, and those who thought 
they were great. God, were there a 
lot of those!" (Laughter from the 
audience) 

Ultimately, Valenti said, both 
Washington and Hollywood are 
measured by how they handle what 
William Faulkner used to call "the 
old verities," the values that we live 
by, whether we express them in the 
language of movies or of politics. 

Hollywood sometimes plays 

to our deepest sense of values, 
Valenti thinks. "Saving Private 
Ryan," he said, "is the exemplar of 
the old verities. 

"When my son \Vas fifteen 
years old, I deliberately took him 
to Omaha Beach, in the Normandy 
country of France, about twenty­
five kilometers west of Deauville .... 
We drove down there and we stood 
on the bluff above this beach, and 
we gazed down on this sandy strip 
of land, still absorbing the blood 
that flowed so vvantonly on June 6, 
1944 .... And I say to kids, 'When 
you see this picture ... did you no­
tice these young guys piling out of 
these landing crafts, heading to­
ward that beach, in a roiling sea, 
in rough waves ... every other one 
is being hit, one with a bullet in 
his head ... dropping off, his blood 
tormenting the water. But not one 
soldier turned back!' .... Nine thou­
sand young men lost their lives. 

"Today," said Valenti, "a slow 
undoing i taking place, among 
the richest and most powerful 
among us. 

"One of the things that I have 
written about. .. is the breakage of 
civic trust by the powerful, rich, 
business executives who cheat and 
lie and steal from their employees 
and their stockholders. And why 
do they do it? Because it's easy to 
do. They have the power to do it, 
and they do it! It's a coarse, defiant 
incursion on this moral compact. 
Now, most Americans really don't 
resent somebody having a lot more 
than they, because they elieve, 
and rightly so, [that if] they play 
by the rules, get educated, work 
hard, they can leap higher tomor­
row than the level they find them­
selves in today. That, as we say in 

the greatest cliche, is what Ameri­
ca is all about. ut when the brute 
fact occurs that these people have 
gotten rich and more powerful by 
trickery and treachery, it has a cor­
rosive effect on how people feel 
about this country. 

"And yet" Valenti said, "be­
cause of the heroism portrayed in 
Saving Private Ryan [M]y son 
now, at...thirty-seven years old, has 
never had to go to war. 

"We have a volunteer army 
now .... ln Vietnam, as James Fal­
lows said about hi Harvard class 
of six or eight hundred, only two 
ever w nt to Vi tnam. Vietnam 
was fought by people who couldn't 
get deferments, who didn't have 
wealthy enough parents-although 
the Chuck Robbs of the world ... vol­
unt ered and went into combat. 
But mostly it was fought by people 
who didn't have the clout...to defer 
that battle." 

Of his decision to retire as 
head of the Motion Picture Asso­
ciation, Valenti echoed advice LBJ 
gave him decades ago: "When 
you're making a speech, leave at 
the height of the party." 

Valenti reminisced about LBJ's 
famous partnership with Minority 
Leader Everett Dirksen. 

"In the Congress, Senator 
Dirksen would rise on the floor at 
three o'clock and compare aligu­
la favorably with Lyndon Johnson. 
(Laughter) And at six o'clock, they 
would be having a drink and the 
President would say, Ev, I wouldn't 
treat a cut dog the way you treated 
me!' Now, don't ask me ,,vhat a 'cut 
dog' is, or I'll tell you. ' (Laughter) 
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Austin Celebrates Black History Month at the LBJ Library and Museum 
By Robert Hicks, Communications Director 

A guest appearance by Mary 
Wilson, an original member of the 
Supremes, added some star power to 
the annual Black History Mouth cel­
ebration in the LBJLibrary and Mu­
Sellin 's I 0th Floor Atrium on Febru­
ary 4th. This year's event, hosted b , 
the Austin Convention and Visitors 
Bureau and the George Wa hington 

arver Museum & Cultural Center, 
honored 16 A frican-Arnerican fami­
lies from Austin. 

Mayor Will Wynn declared Wil­
son an "honorary Austinite" and 
commemorated the occasion as 
"Mary Wilson Week." Following the 
ceremony, Wilson viewed three of her 
vintage costumes, then on display at 
the museum as part of the Signs of' 
the Times: Lije in the Swingin 'Sixties 
exhibit. 

Among those honored were the 
families of Mahala Murchison, the 
first recorded black resident of Aus­
tin; Arthur DeWitt~ an Au tin civil 

rights activist and the first African­ Other highlights included the 
American to serve as d I gate to un eiling of banners featuring the 
county and rate Democratic conven­ families' names that hung on Con­
tions, and Henry Green Madison, gress Avenue leading up to the State 

u tin' fir ·t black city council mem­ Capitol. 
ber. 

In front of a display of gowns worn by the Supremes, 
Mary Wilson autographs a program for a fan. 

The Huston-Tillotson College Choir, directed by Dr. Gloria Quinlan 



General William C. Westmoreland 

J ietnam: A Retrospective 

In March 1991, the LBJ Library 
p n ored the first of vvhat became its 
erie::-of ·ymposia on the U.S.experience 

1n Vietnam. One of the participants was 
Gen ral William Westmoreland, who 
c mrnanded Arnerican force· in Vietnam 
during 1964-1968. 

Gen. Westmoreland and the 
Prt:ident sometimes disagreed on 
trat gy. Perhaps most important were 

lh ir differences ov r cutting the Ho 
Chi Minh Trails, the source of Hanoi's 
infiltration into the South. and on the 
fr uent bombing halts that· LBJ used 
a~ part of a campaign of peace feelers 
aimed at North Vietnam. ear the 
nd or the 1991 symposium, General 

Westmoreland entered the following 
r 0 miniscence into the transcript. 

··The b<1ttlefield was defined by 
political authority; it was confined to the 
l rritory of South Vietnam .... 

'l think the big mistake ... is that we 
had too many bombing pauses .... I wrote 
a memorandum to the President strongly 
recommending that instead of gradual 
escalation we sustain a very high level 
of bombing.... [ nd] the geographic 
restraints on the ground war were very 
real.... 

''Yet if you'll look at the situation 
as it'· turned out, \VC basically attained 
our strategic objectives. We stopped 
the flow of comrnuni~m. ASEAN, a real 
political prize, is trongly in favor of the 
West. The flight of the boat people has 
discredited the Vietnamese communist 
system. The Vietnamese have been 
fighting the Chinese along their border, 
and one of our trategic objective· was 
to create a buffer between 'hina and 
ASEAN. Ironically, the Vietnamese have 
fulfilled that trategic objective. I v rote 
a piece i.n the Ne,v York Times ...where I 
conclude that by strength, awkwardness, 

and good luck. m st of our strategic 
objectives ha\· b en reached. I also 
say that we ha • give President 
Johnson credit for nor all wing the war 
to expand geographically. I understood 
his viewpoint and in the talks I had with 
him, he was quit fearful that this was 
going to escalate into a world war. One 
of his main ·trate ic objective wa to 
confine the war. H did not want it to 
spread. 

"Having said that, hat's not the way 
I felt at the time. I felt that our hands 
were tied. After the Tet Offensive of 
1968 I hoped that we would be given 
more troops and authority to take a more 
aggressive approach to the war. Tliat was 
not done. But I must say that as things 
have turned out, the communists haven't 
won anything important. The proof of 
the pudding is in the eating and there it 
is. You may disagree with rne on this but 
you cannot argue with the facts." 

Photo by Yoichi OkamotoGeneral \iVestmoreland in the Cabinet Room, October 14, 1968 
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Scholar/Journalist Wins D. B. Hardeman Prize 

The D.B. Hardeman Prize for 
the best book on Congress published 
in the calendar year 2003 is awarded 
to Don Oberdorfcr, for his biography: 
Senator Mansfield: The Extraordi­
nary L(fe ofa Great American States­
man and Diplomat (Washington D : 
Smithsonjan Books, 2003). The report 
from the committee that chose Ober­
dorfer's book had this to say: 

"This model biography tells the 
story of Mike ansfield's rugged ar­
ly life his military exp rience hi· rise 
to power in the United tates Congr s 
and his subsequent service as Ambas­
sador to Japan. The tale spans virtually 
the entire twentieth century. 

"Oberdorfer's deep reporting 
knowledge of Capitol Hill, Wa ·hing­
ton politics, and American foreign 
policy made him exactly the right au­
thor to tackle the taciturn and intensely 

private former Senate majority leader. 
Mansfield obviously agreed. Setting 
aside his standard r sponse to how he 
wished to be remembered-'Wh n 
l'm gone, I want to be forgotten.'-the 
humble Montanan granted berdor­
fi r thirty-t rich! candid int rvi ws 
during the final forty-two months of his 
long life. The result is a warm and re­
flective survey of a trul extraordinar 

merican life. One member of the 
Hardeman judging panel confided af­
ter reading thi biography, Mansfield 
remained foremost in my thought· for 
weeks. The enate leader whom I had 
long watched from a distance suddenly 
became a close and commanding pres­
ence.' 

"Don Oberdorfer has contributed 
mightily to the understanding of the 
workings of the U. S. Congres , as 
Mansfield and the Senate grappled 
with the is ues of the Yieb1am War and 

the presid ncies of Lyndon Johnson 
and Richard ixon. Few men or wom­
en ha c been at the heart of so much of 
the political history and foreign policy 
of the nited States during the twenti­
eth century as Mike Mansfield, as this 
sterling biography attests." 

The D. B. Hardeman Committee 
that awarded the prize was composed 
of Richard Ba er, Historian of the U.S. 
Senate; Don Bacon, fi rmer correspon­
dent, U. S. News a11d World Report; 
Raymond Smock, fi rmer Historian of 
the . S. House of Representatives and 
Director of the Robert . Byrd enter 
for Legislative Studies at Shepherd 
University, Shepherdstown, WY; and 
three members of the Department of 
Government at the University of Tex­
as al Austin Sean Theriault, Andrew 
Karch, and John Side . oted histo­
rian and author [ I. W. Brands recently 
join d the committ . 

Prize-winner Oberdorfer, on the right, here interviews Walt Rostow in Rostow's 
LBJ Library office, ·n January, 1999. 
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Renovations, Renovations; 

Both Inside ... 

After giving good service for 34 years, all three elevators in the LBJLibrary Building\ ere o rhauled. The 
two passenger elevators were closed until early April; then the staff elevator in it turn clo ed until I te June. The 
total cost of the job was about $480,000. All parts of the levator systems were r placed. 

PleaseExcuse 
the 

Inconvenience 

.. . And Out 
That fearless character near the top 

of the flagpole, with a can of paint, does 
this sort of thing for a living. He is Steve 
Gooding, of Converse-Judson, Texas. 
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Docents of Note 

Arthur Danart began his involve­
ment with international affairs as a 
Peace orps volunteer in Colombia, 
South America, during 1963-1965. He 
,vas in a small village in the Andes on 
the day that President Kennedy was as­
sassinated. He still recalls that one vil­
lager came to him to pay his respects 
and sympathy, and to tell him that he 

From the Mailbag 

shouldn't worry, because Johnson was 
a Catholic and everything would be 
okay. 

After the Peace Corps, Art joined 
the Johnson Administration in the 
Office of Education, as the first civil 
rights investigator. He did the first in­
vestigation of an alleged violation of 
the 1964 Civil Rights act under Title 
VI, pertaining to school desegrega­
tion. 

A year later Art moved to the pri­
vate sector, but continued to work on 
such LBJ injtiatives as the Job Corps, 
VISTA, and ode! Cities. 

lo l978Artjoined the Foreign Ser­
vice, with the Agency for International 
Development. His first four years were 
in the Office of Population. In 1978 he 
\ nt to P ru as a health/population/ 
nutrition officer. His second overseas 

tour was as a regional health/popula­
tion officer covering twelve countries 
in East and South Africa. 

Ln December, 1992 Art was ap­
pointed Director of the AID program 
for Mexico, and served in that capacity 
until 1998, \>vhen he retired to Austin. 
During retirement he has taken several 
temporary appointments in Africa, 
primarily working on HIV/AIDS pre­
vention and awareness programs. He 
recently completed an assignment in 
Malawi, evaluating a highly successful 
social marketing program that is mak­
ing an impact on reducing the spread 
of AIDS and other communicable dis­
eases. 

Today Art and his wife Karen are 
LBJ docents, greeting visitors at the 
front desk. Over the December holi­
days they spent several weeks with 
their son, who lives in Australia. 

January 20, 2005 

Marsha Sharp, Education Specialist 
Lyndon Baines Johnson Library and Museum 
Dear Ms. Sharp: 

My name is Jessica Chong and 1 an1 a junior at New Utrecht High School in Brooklyn, New York. I'm 
writing to you to let you know about project we were doing in class about the different states in the U.S. 
On Wednesday, January 121\ 2005, a group talked about Texas and Texan food. One memb r of the group 
mentioned President Johnson's fabulous r cipe for chili. 

After the presentation, my teach r, Ms. Rossel, asked us, "Who would like to make Pre. ident Johnson's chili 
following the recipe that was discussed in class on our handouts?" I decided to try to make the r cipe and I 
talked with my teacher about it. 

Finally, f bought all the ingredients and following he recipe, I made the dish. Th next day, I brought the chili 
into class. Everyone was so surprised because no one had thought of making the dish, just me. The teacher, my 
family and my classmates tasted it and they all liked it. They said, "It is very good." 

I know that President Johnson is dead, but I am thankful that he left his delicious chili recip for us. f am 
certain that if he was till alive, he would be very happy to know we made his favorite dish and it was great. For 
me, it was delicious. 

Sincerely, 

/s/ Jessica Chong 
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Ave Atque Vale 

( 'Hail and Farewell," Catullus) 

LBJ Foundation Undergoes Sea Change 

s of September 1, the beginning 
ra nev,1 fiscal year, the LBJ Foundation 

:t. ff h·1s undergone a significant 
hangeover. 

v hat Harry Middleton calls his 
··final annual retirement" took place 
l n the drnngeover date. When he left 
th Library and Museum directorship 
in January 2002 after thirty year , 
\I iddleton agreed to remain for 
thr e additional years in bis post as 
Ex utive Director of the oundation. 
Tho three years are now ended, and 
i1 Middleton's words, "There ain't 
n retirements left." [Perhaps. But ... 
\!iddleton plans to continue teaching 
an upper-division course at UT on 
1he Johnson presidency. And, one 
:11spccts, he will also continue his 
close personal interest in the content 

f this newsletter. Ed. ote.J 

nother part of the change is the 
retirem nt of Larry Reed. "When 

arry Reed departs as ssist·rnt 
.• cutive Director, he will take with 

him a record of 27 years of service. 
I le is the one who has actually run 
the Foundation offic ," says Harry 

licldleton. "Rarely out in front, Reed 
ha· operated behind th scenes, paying 
the Library's bills, . up rvi ing the 
operation of the Friends of the LBJ 
Library, arranging transportation for 
sp akers and program participants, 
·ind any number of other activities." 

"I want you to know,' Foundation 
President Larry Temple wrnte to R ed, 
"that the Board admires and respects 
the important role you have played 
in the Foundation's development and 
growth. We well know that you are the 
one who has kept the inner workings 
of the Foundation operating." 

Larry plans to make his home in 
ort Lauderdale, Florida. 

More changes: Shelia Foley ha 
been Larry's right hand for five y ars, 
helping him ke p the Foundation 

payroll functional. She is moving lo Store perati n. who also h0 1s been 
f ouston with her husband in order to with the F unuation for fiv years, is 
be closer to family. Her replacement is lem,ing for Philadelphia at the end of 
Kay Byrd, an experienced accountant, ugust. Im st \ ilh ut a ripple, the 
who took over earlier this su111111r. vacanc John Ban- left when he passed 
Marie Fury, A key part of the Museu111 

Larry Reed in the Library' Presidential Suite. 
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away several years ago ha be n filled 
by Jo Ann Midwikis. As Secretary/ 
Treasurer, Jo Ann is overseeing the 
Foundation's financial operations. 

The Foundation's communication 
officer-only the second to hold the 
job-for the last five years has been 
Robert Hicks. Robert is also leaving 
at the end of August, having accepted 
a position as Head of Public Relations 
at the Bob Bullock Texas State History 
Museum. 

Finally, the Lyndon B. Johnson 
Foundation has named Joe Youngblood 
as its new executive director, effective 
September I. Youngblood has served 
as Assistant Dean for Development 
and External Affairs at the LBJ School 
of Public Affairs at he niversity 
of Texas at Austin since 1999, and 
as Director of the LBJ Foundation's 
Jnstituteforthe2 I stCcnturysince2003. 

YOLmgblood replaces Harry 
Middleton, executive director of the 
foundation since 1973. Ln his new 
capacity, Youngblood will lead the 
foundation's diverse activities and 
programs, including collaborative 
efforts of the LBJ Library and 
Museum and the LBJ School of 
Public Affairs. He will also direct the 
foundation's fundraising act1v1t1es 
as well as provide guidance in the 
development of strategic plan by the 
LBJ Library and LBJ School for the 
use of financial support provided by 
lh LBJ Foundation. 

In making the announcement LBJ 
Foundation President Larry Temple 
said: "The LBJ Foundation was 
created by President Johnson in 1970 
after his retirement. The Foundation's 
mission is to provide support for the 
LBJ Library and the LBJ School of 
Public Affairs. With his extensive 
and successful background both in 

public affairs and in development, 
Joe Youngblood is ideally suited for 
this position. We look forward to the 
energetic and talented leadership he 
will giv as Executive Director of our 
Foundation." 

"The LBJ School and the LBJ 
Presidential Library have played a 

major role in public affairs over the 
last 30 years," said Youngblood. "I am 
honored and excited by the opportunity 
to help support the School and Library 
rn their efforts to develop ideas for 
addressing critical local, national and 
int rnational issues that we will face 
in the 21st century." 

Joe Youngblood, Executive Director, LBJ Foundation 
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Deja Vu: LBJ and Hurricane Betsy, September, 1965 

Tlze introductmy paragraphs below 
ii·ere written by Archivist Sarah 
Cunningham. Ed note. 

fter the Labor Day weekend when 
we all heard about the effects of 
Hurricane Katrina, l remember d a 
similar event that occurred when LBJ 
was President. The recording stuck in 
my mind b cause of th wind on the 
microphone. When I fir t digitized the 
pe ch two ears ago, I spent some 

time trying to make the recording 
. ound better for the refi rence copy. 

w I reali7e th , ound of the wind 
on the recordings shows that LBJ 
r ally did hop on a plane to iew the 
damage caus d by Hurrican B t y 
•'in twu hours'' while the wind was still 
a problem. [Brig dier G neral (rel 'd) 
James ross, then the pilot of LBJ's 
aircraft, recalled that the President 

made the trip close on the heels of the 
st rm, while there were still winds in 
the area. A side trip to Baton Rouge 
had to be canceled because the weath r 
there was still bad. Eel. ote] 

Anticipating public int rest in LBJ's 
remarks after a hurricane in ew 
Orleans, from 1965, 1pulled out a copy 
of the speech and list ned to it. Feeling 
that others should listen as well, I had 
Kyla Wilson listen to it. We both then 
looked at the picture from that date 
( ept I 0, 1965). 

The digitization of the speech was 
perform d through the systematic 

reservation of the Presidential 

Speech C II ction \\hich has now 
be n completed. It i' not in the Public 
Papers. 

A recent article in the ew Yorker 
(October 3, 2005). ·'High Water: 
How Pre id nt React to Disaster" 
by Da id Remnick recaptures the 
drama of those da, s, and provides a 
commentar on th more r cent White 
H use reactions to Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita. 

For recordings of the trip to New 
Orleans n September I 0, 1965, go to 
our web site, (www.lbjlib.utexas.edu). 

A view of New Orleans from Air Force One, September l 0, 1965 
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From the foreground: Sec. Orville Freeman, Cong. Hale Boggs, LBJ and Sen. Russell 
Long view the devastation from the President's aircraft. 
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From the ramp of Air Force 011e, LBJ addresses members of the press and the 
crowd at New Orleans Municipal Airport. 
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The President left the buildinp, and in franc of it, called fo1· Hon. B•..1lord £Uir.Jton 
to come to him and asked hirn to send wattir to then1 immcdiateh•. Ht· also &l11rce~te 

to the ~ayor Victor Schiro that tbe soft drink con1oani.es tr. f\:('Lv.: Orleans :na.k.c .1.,ail bh: 
the bottled soft drin.ks (since the water had to be boiled - and no electricitv ~ av.&1 RbJ('t 
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Or! top nriordy 10 gt!tt1nj:t aid to rhern .• , 

Governor Johll McKcithcn aboard AF-l Ba.ton Rouel', La. -- tellin~ him that he 
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what ola:1s and measures he intended to acc01noli.sh . Sen. Russell Loni:! and 
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Here is an excerpt from the presidential diary from the day of that visit. 
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how much dam,a"c had actuallv occured. 

The motorcade departed the air·port -- and the Pre?Sident and partv rnotorcd into 

the Citv uroner. 

At this point the motorcade stopued, thout•h the President did nut a;<:t out of the car 
Two schools w<;·re located on both sides of the stre.e-t -- that w•e:r~ bcine. used as 
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Marines Revisit Khe Sanh 

By LTCOL CS. Gaede USMCR (Ret.) 

The Marines of 3rd Platoon, Hotel 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 3rd 

larine Regiment held a reunion 
commemorating the 38th year since 
their service in the Republic ofVietnam 
on 29 September to 2 October 2005 in 
Austin, Texas. In March 1968. the 
Battalion participated in peration 
P gasus, which re-opened ational 

Route 9 to Khe Sanh and officially 
ended the siege of Khe anh. 

On September 30, 2005 some of the 
3rd Platoon arines and their wives 
viewed the sand table mod I of Khe 
Sanh that President Lyndon B. Johnson 
used in his Situation Room. In I 968 
the Marines knew only the trail they 

\ ere on, the next hill ahead, and the 
ground around th ir fighting hole. 
That the President of the United States 
would have a model f the krrain 
, here they were living and fighting 
or that he , ould he spending time 
pondering it would not have occurred 
to them. W arc grateful to the LBJ 
Museum staff who made it pos ible. 

Front row: Robert Guzman, San Antonio, TX; Stephen A. White, Las Vegas, NV 

2nd row: John B. McDonald,, Laramie, WY; Roy Moon (Corpsman, USN), Fort Gay, WV; 
Abraham Piedra, Alamogordo, NM 

rd row: Robert W. Griffin, Baytown, TX· Patrick J. Hodgkins, Markesan, WI; Donald J. 
Myers, Spring Hill, FL; Solomon Johnson, Hesperia, CA 

Back row: Charles S. Gaede, Austin, TX; Joe Richardson, Belleville, IL 
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Presidential Libraries Celebrate 50th Anniversary of the Presidential 
Libraries Act 
On August 4, 2005, the United States 
Postal Service released a new postage 
stamp commemorating Presidential 
Libraries and the 50th anniversary of 
the Presidential Libraries Act of 1955. 

Signed into law by President Eisen­
hower on Augu t 12, 1955, the Presi­
dential Libraries Act provide· for the 

Above: Outside the Museum 
Store, collectors lined up to 
buy first-day cancellations of 
the new stamp. 

Right: In the LBJ Auditorium, 
LBJ Library and Museum 
Director Betty Sue Flowers, 
with Lynda Robb on the left, 
unveil the artist's poster of the 
Presidential Libraries stamp. 
On the right are Neal Speice, 
Master of Ceremonies, and 
Susan Plonkey, United States 
Postal Service. 

transfer of Pr sidential papers and arti­
facts to the ederal Government. The 
law also provides for the construction 
of "presidential libraries" at no x­
p nse to the Government and for the 
transfer of these facilities to th Go -
ernment along with the President's 
personal property. 

First-Day-of-Issue dedication ceremo­
nies were held simultaneously at the 

ational Archives' eleven Presidential 
ibraries and the Richard Nixon Li­

brary and Birthplace, scheduled to be 
the National Archives twelfth Presi­
dential Library next year. 

In an official greeting. President 
eorge W. Bush offered congratula­

tions on the commemorative stamp 
stating, 

"Our Presid ntial Libraries house im­
portant cultural materials and histori­
cal documents that reflect America's 
rich heritage and are important re­
sources for preserving the records of 
the leaders who have helped shape our 
country." 

An Apology to the Swedish Excellence Endowment 
In a previous number of tbis newsletter, we carried an article on the visit and lecture of Dr. Hans Blix, former UN 
Weapons Inspector, and Chairman ofth International Commission on Weapons of Mass Destruction. We neglected 
to mention that the event was generously sponsored in part by the Swedish Studies Excellence Endowment, \-vhich 
was the largest contributor to the event. We regret the omission. 
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A Visit by the Archivist 

On August 3, Archivist of the United States All n Weinstein, center, visited the LBJ Library. Here Archivist Aide Will 
Clements demon trates a new camera stand that allows researchers to take photographs of documents, put them iJ1to computer 
memory, and record them on a CD. The old, time consuming, and expensive X roxing process no longer eats up valuable 
research time and researchers' wallets. Watching, from the left, are Archivist Allen Fisher, ssistant Archivist of the U.S. 
for Presidential Libraries Sharon Fawcett, Dr. Weinstein's spouse Adrienne Domingues, and LBJ Library Director B tty Sue 
Flowers. 

Photo by Charles Bogel 
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Lyndon B. Johnson's 97th Birthday Observed 

Last August, at both at the LBJ Ranch 
and the LBJ Grov in Washington, 
wreaths and tributes paid honor to 
to the former President's memory to 
mark his natal day. 

At the family cemetery at the LBJ 
Ranch, in a live oak grove on the banks 
of the Peclernales River, Jack Blanton 
gave the remarks. He became the 
latest in a long line of distinguished 
speakers who have led the bservance, 
which traditionally tak s place on 
LBJ's birthday, August 27. 

1 r. Blanton recalled LBJ's contribu­
tions to American history in a num­
ber of areas. Of Johnson's signal ac­
complishmen s in civil rights, Blanton 
noted that many before him had paid 
lip service to the idea. "But it was not 
until a man with a sledgehammer and 
the knowledge of bow to use it came 
to occupy the office of president anc~ 
along ith able help from his staff, 
some key members of Congress, and a 
few influential Americans joining th 
cause, was our countTy consequ ntial­
ly changed." 

The ceremony at the LBJ Grove in 
Washington included remark by M . 

lizabeth Hutchinson, widow of Ever­
ett Hutchinson. hairman of the rnter­
state Comrnerc Commission ai d n­
der Secretary of Transp rtation. M .. 
Hutchinson recalled the contribution 
of President Johnson's First Lady to 
his career: 

·'As we gaze now at this magnificent 
granite m morial to ur President, 
I would like to pay tribut to the ... 
p r ·on who supported him throughout 
his career. ;111d \Nho helped him attain 
his lofty goals and ambition : Cbudia 
Alta Taylor 'Lady Bird' Johnson. She 
was his rock." 

An interservice color guard represented the armed forces at 
the LBJ Grove. Despite the rainy weather, about fifty people 
attended, including former Senator Charles Robb and his 
daughter Lucinda, with her husband Lars Florio. 

Jack Blanton, at th podium on the far left, speaks to visitors at the Johnson family cemetery. 
Just behind him, in uniform, is Air Force Colonel Richard M. Clark, of Randolph Air Force 
Base. At the right, in the turquoise suit, is Lady Bird Johnson. Sitting beside her are Ms. 
Ginger Blanton, Lynda Robb, Ian Turpin, and Luci Baines Johnson. 
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J General lernbershjp $65 per person annually 
($130 per couple) 

J Senior Citizen $50 per p r on annually 
1 ernbership ($ 100 per coup le) 

J Sustaining Membership $200 annually 
(Accumulative toward Lifetime Membership) 

:J Lifetime Membership $2,000 

.J Corporate Membership $5,000 annu, lly 
(Please call 478-7829 for Corporate Membership information) 

.J Enclosed is my check. 

ame 

Address 

City Zip 

Telephone 

Please 111uke checks payable to: Friends or the LBJ Library 
23 13 Red Riv r 
Austin. TX 78705-5702 

.__ 
11n jfl_emoriam 

~ 

William C. W stmoreland Sol M. Linowitz Dorothy Territ 
Chief of Staff, U.S. Army Ambassador, President Johnson s 

Organization of American States First Archivist 

Among Friends a/LBJ is a publication of the Friends of the LBJ Library. 
Editor: Ted Gittinger 
Writers: Robert Hicks; Betty ue Flo ers; 

Sarah unningham; C.S. Gaede 
Research: Judy Allen 
Technical Assistance: Kendra Mayer; Elaine Mingus 
Photography: Charles Bogel· ichael i!acDonald; 

LBJ ibrary Photo Arcbives 
,,·ww. lbj lib.utexas.eclu 
The LBJ Library is on or eleven presidential libraries admini tered by the 

ationul Archives and Rt:cords Administration. i 
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