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THIS ISSUE contams a 
special Five Year Report on 
the activities and programs 
of the LBJ Library. Many of 
the accomplishments during 
this period were made possi­
ble through grant assistance 
from the Friends of the LBJ 
Library. 

THE COVER of this issue 
features sketches by Muse­
um Technician Pat Partridge 
(right). The sketches il­
lustrate activities of the 
Library, and are taken from 
photographs that appear in 
this issue and the enclosed 
report. A graduate of Kansas 
City Art Institute, Ms. Par­
tridge has been on the Li­
brary staff for seven years. 

Library__ oldfive y_ears 

Friends Celebrate Anniversary in Washington and Austin 

Mt-mbers of the Friends of the LBJ Library celebrated 
the fifth anniversary of the Library's dedication at 
special parties in Washmgton, D.C., and Austin. The May 
17 and 23 parties were the occasion for the third annual 
gathering- of Friends hosted by the Library. 

Following the Washington reception in the National 
Archives Building, members of the Friends joined Mr~. 
Lyndon 8. Johnson and Archivist of the United Stutes 
Jame~ fl. Rhoads at premieres of a multimedia presenta­
tion, LBJ Humor, and the new Library Orientation Film. 
Both features were produced by the Library staff. 

In Austin, 350 Friends of the Library were welcomed 
by Mrs. Johnson to the anniversary celebration in the 
Library'5 Great Hall. Those attending the buffet recep­
tion were given a special preview of the Library's 
bicentennial exhibition, AMERICAN PRESIDENTIAL 
CHINA, which opened to the public on the follow­
ing day (see related story on page 3). 

Above, l\lrs. Johnson greets Tom­
my Corcoran al the Washington 
reception as Archivist of the 
United States James B. Rhoads 
looks on. Left, Friends in Austin 
examine the While House China 
exhibition. 
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exhibition 

American Presidential China, 
Manuscripts of the American Revolution 

The bicentennial exhibition, "AMERICAN PRESI­
DENTIAL CHINA," was on display in the South Gallery 
of the Library from May 24 through Independence Day. 
The 115 piece collection contained selections from White 
House services of all Administrations and personal china 
used by every First Family from the Washingtons to the 
Fords. 

The china reflects nol only the personal tast of tne 
President or First Lady who selected it, but also the 
historic era from which it emerged. The Washington 
china is decorated with links of closed chain, each link 
encircling the name of one of the 15 States. Mrs. Ruther­
ford B. Hays selected a pattern of hand-pamted turkeys, 
bears and Indians. It reflects an era of inward looking 
for Americans and a departure from traditional Euro­
pean influences. Mrs. Lyndon Johnson returned to the 
Monroe interpretation of the national eagle, bordered by 
a garland of w1ldflowers. 

The e hibit, which was organized by the Smithsonian 
Institution, was made available on loan to three other 
American museums - the LBJ Library being the only 
one in th Southwest. 

Immediately following the Presidential China exhibi­
tion, the Library opened a second Smithsonian touring ex­
hibit, MANUSCRIPTS OF THE AMERICAN REVOLU­
TION. On display in the Library's South Gallery, this ex­
hibit contained selected historical manuscripts dating 
from the Stamp Act of 1765 to the election of George 
Washmgton as the first President of the United States in 
1789. This period of American history 1s captured in the 
exhibit through letters written by John Hancock, George 
Washmgton, Nathaniel Green, Thomas Jefferson, the 

Top, the personal china of Martha Washington, bearingMarquis de Lafayette, and others 
her initials in the center, was included in the WhiteIncluded is a written account by Benedict Arnold of his 
House China Exhibit. Center, the exhibit drew recordact of treason that nearly led to loss in the nation's fight 
June crowds to the Library. Below left, visitors inspectfor freedom. Another original letter, from Richard Henry 
the documents featured in the Manuscript Exhibit. BelowLee to General George Washington, was the first notifica­
right, the exhibit featured this letter from Benedicttion Washington received of his election as President of 
Arnold which is the only known written account by thethe United States. 
General of his treasonous act.On display from July 24 to August 29, the 31 original 

documents and letters were taken from collections of 
individuals and institutions belonging to the Manuscript 
Society. 
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toward new human rights 

Symposium Announced In Washington 

On September 12-16 the Library, in cooperation with 
the JFK Library, LBJ School of Public Affairs and the 
University of Texas, will host the symposium, TO WARD 
NEW HUMAN RIGHTS: The Social Policies of the Ken­
nedy arrd Johnson Administrations. Mrs. Lyndon B. 
Johnson announced the upcoming event at a Washington 
press conference jointly held by her and six other persons 
identifiE>d with the Kennedy and Johnson Administra­
tions: Senator Hubert Humphrey, Robert Kennedy Jr., 
Clarence Mitchell, Joseph A. Califano, Kenneth O'Donnell, 
and E:sther Peterson. Representing the sponsoring insti­
tutions at the press conference were Dan Fenn, Director 
of the Kennedy Library; Harry Middleton, Director of the 
Johnson Library; and Kenneth Tolo, Acting Dean of the 
LBJ School. 

The purpose of the symposium will be to assess the 
social programs of the 1960's, a decade of great ex 
perimentalion and change in the delivery of social ser­
vices. It will open on Sunday, September 12, with 
speer hes by Vernon Jordan on "The Evolution of Social 
Righti;," and Arthur Schlesinger on "The Evolution of 
Government as an Instrument for Achieving Social 
Righl ." 

On Monday through Thursday, scholar'> lrom through­
oul tht• nation will present detailed papers evaluating the 
:;uccesscs and failures of the major social policies of the 

Right, participating in the 
Washington pre-,~ conference 
\\-ere, ll'ft lo right, Robert 
Kl·nned}, Jr., Joseph A. 
Califano, Clarence Mitchell, 
Mrs. Johnson, ,,enator Hubert 
Humphrey, Kenneth O'Don­
nell, and Esther Peterson. 
Thc '-i) mposium will open 
v.ith addrl'sses h) hrnon Jor­
dan, far right, and Arthur 
8chle1,inger, near right. 

two Administrations: manpower, poverty, health and 
medical care, housing and community development, educa­
tion and civil rights. 

Each paper will be discussed by a panel composed of 
men and women who have had direct experience working 
with the programs: Members of Congress, current and 
former Administration officials, Governors, Mayors, and 
representatives of program recipients. Participating on 
the panel will be both those who helped conceiVl' and 
create the programs, and those who are recognized as 
outspoken critics. 

"Lyndon would have welcomed this," Mrs. Johnson said 
at the press conference. "He never thought of the Great 
Society as laws cut in stone. Many of us look back on those 
years as a great laboratory in which many 1-.{00dminds 
were searching for new ways to correct old ills. Now, a 
decade later, whatever can be discovered aboul the suc­
cesses - or the failures - that came out of that 
laboratory should, it seems to me, bt- a substantml con­
tribution to the 1970s - and beyond." 

The symposium will be held in the 1,000-seat Lyndon 
Baines ,Johnson Auditorium. Technical papers prepared 
for the conference and the edited confennce proceedings 
will be published in a hardbound edition to be available 
through the School and commercial booksellers. 
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CONFERENCEAGENDA 
Sunday, September 12 Papers: Concept and Programs: Victor Bach, Assistant Pro-

Opening Addressl's, LBJ Auditorium 
Vernon Jordan, Executivr Director, National l rban 

League 
"The Evolution of Social Rights" 

Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., Albert Schweitzer Chair in 
the Humanities, The Graduate School and Univer­
sity Center of lhl' ity University ol New York 
"The Evolution of Government as an Instrument 
for Achieving Social Ri •hL~" 

~fonda>, S •ptt'mber 1:1 
Address James Tobin, Chairman, Department of 

Economics, Ynl Univc,rsity 
l'anc-1: THE RIGHT TO -\ DECENT STANDARD OF 

LIVING 
Pap<'rs: O,ervie-w: Robert L,•vine, Deputy Director Congrl·s 

ional Budget Otfict-
~Janpower Policies: Ray Marshall, Director, Centier 

for HumJ.n Re ·ourccs, The University of Texas at 
Austin 

Income Maintennnct'/Community .\ction: KPnneth 
Clark, President. Clark, Pipps, Clark & Harris, 
Inc. 

Peopl1 in PoH•rt)': • Rob~rt L,1mpman, Director 
Povertv Institute, University 01 Wiscon~in 

l'anel i'J.rl1c1pants: • Wilham Cannon, (' h~irmJ.n Vice Presi-
dent for Bus1nl' s and Financ<', Unin•rsity o 
Chi('a.l{o 

Or. Jack Otis Dean, Graduatt l,chool of Social 
Work, The tniver ity of Trxas J.t Austin; .Jost'ph 
A. Califano Jr, former Special Assistant to Presi­
dl•nt L, ndon R Johnson; Frann•s Fo. Pivo,n, Pro­
fe,sor." 0t'par' ment of Political Scil'nCl', Boston 
llniversit,•. John G. Vl•neman. Counselor to !ht' 
\ il·•• l'r1·~ident: LislP C. Carter, Jr. Ch.im·t•llor, 
Atlanta UnivC'r,it) Cl·ntl•r; StC'Vl'n A. Minter, 
Program Offitl'r, Th Clevt•land Foundation; 
Thoma,. Bradll•v, Mavor, Lo, Ang-el,•s, Ma)nard 
.Jackson, M.1vor, Allantd; Estht'r l'etrr,on. 
formt•r Ass1sL1nt S, ·ret,1n. D1·partment of 
Labor; WC'ndell Ander on GovNnor. Minn,·,nt.1, 
Eur! Johnson. Jr, Proft•,~or of Law, llnivrrsll\' o, 
Soulhl'rr Cahfornia Lav, Cenll'r 

Rapport,•ur· David Austin, Pruft'ssor. Gradu.it1• School of 
:ocial Work, The l lnivc•rsity of T,•i.;" al Austin 

Tui•,da), S1•pkmb1·r 11 
.\ddr,.,~. Wilhur Coht•n, formi:r S1•1·rt•lary, lh•part 

m1•nt of lie.11th, Education and Welfar1•, f)p,111, 

Collc•ge ol F.duntiun, l nin·r,ity uf Mich1Kan 
f'am,· 1 IIE RIGIIT TO HEALTH}\ '() :mmrcAL CARE 
l'aprr,: Owni1•w: Th1•odon· :l,larmor, Prof<•ssor, :-:,·hoot of 

Soria! Sl·rvic·••, Administra i n, l 1:iivc•r,,ity ol 
Chi<"' ,o 

Impact on (;roup,: llr. Kan·n Davi,,, St nior F1•1low. 
Brooking-, ln,titulion 

Impact nn llt·liH·r) S~,lt•m,: David W.1rm•r. l'r•>· 
ll's,or, LHJ S1·hool uf l'uhlic \[fair, 

l'an< l l'· rlkipanl.: llavid 11.imburg. Chairman - l'r1•~idl0 nl. 
Institute of MPdidne. , '.11ional Ar;.d,•my nl 
Sci,•nc•·~ 

(Ir. ,JJml' G. Ha11!{hton, Health • nd Ho~pilab 
Gov1•rning Commission of Cook County; Dr. R.iv 
E. Santos, Orthopat'di1· Surg-eon, Lubbn<·k. Tl a,; 
!Jr. K,·nnNh II. Cooper, Th<' Coopt•r t:hnit· 
llalla,. T,•xas, Author, AEROBIC!:>; Or. Bond L. 
Ribh-, Dirl'ttor. Dc•partmenl of Rural and Com 
munit,· H1·nlth, American :\frdiral A, ocia11on; 
~lartha Griffiths, lormt•r Cnngrpsswoman, At 
tornc·,· arming-Ion Hills, . lichigun· Dr. Mt•rlin 
llu\';il, \'icl' Prl'sident, Ill•alth :<"il·nn·~. Arizona 
:\.h•di<"al Cl·nt •r. The l nivt•r 1,· ol .\ri1.0na; llr. 
)avid E. Rog-t•rs. Presidl•nt. The Rober! Wood 

Johnson Foundation; l'atrirk .J. Lure,. Gonrnor 
11iWi,1·on in 

Happo1 l••ur William L,•vin. Pn•sidc·nt. M,•d11·al Branch Gal 
H'slon, h,• l ni\'l'r. 1ty of Tt"xas 

\\"t-dn1•,day. Sl•plt•mhl'r 1:; 
l'an,•l: TIIF: HIGHT TO A DECENT HOME IN A 

llECE>,/T COM. I\ NIT\ 

fessor LBJ School of Public Affairs 
Impact on Housing Policy and Programs: Charles 

Haar, Harvard Law School 
Impact on Community Polic)· and Programs: Bernard 

Frieden. Professor, Department or Urban Plan 
ning nd Studies, MIT; Marshall Kaplan, Prin· 
cipal, Marshall Kaplan, Gans and Kahn 

Panel Participants: Robert C. Weaver, Chairman - former 
ecretary, Department of Housing and Urban 

Development 
Henry S. Reuss, U.S. Congress; Richard Hatcher, 

Mayor, Gary, Indiana: Warren H. Butler, Deputy 
Assistant Secre ry for Community Planning and 
Development, HUD; Graciela Oli,arez. St.ate 
Planning Officer, New Mexico; David 0. Meek.-r 
Jr., ssis ant Secretary for Community Develop­
mrnt. HUD: Gordon Cavanaugh. Executive Diri,c­
tor, Housing Assistance Council Inc .. W shin){ton. 
D.C.; Reynell M. Parkins, Director, Housing Re 
search and Development Center, The Unh nsit) 
of Tennessee 

Rapporteur· John Gallery, As~ociale llean, School ol Arch; 
Lecture. The University of Trxas at Austm 

Addr ss: David '1,1athe"' , '-ecretary of Health. Education and 
Welfare 

Thursday. Sl'plembt'r 16 
~torning Sc• ion 

Panel: THE RIGHT TO EQUAL EDUCATIO. AL 
OPPORTl', IT\ 

Papers: Review or Prol{J"ams: Douglas~ Caln, Asprn In 
st1l t1• for Ilumt1nistir Studie~ 

A>--wssm1•ntor lmpach,: Marian \V iKht Eddman. 
DirPrtnr, Childn•n's Dl'ft'nse Fund o[ the Wash 
ington Researrh Project, Inc. 

Panel Participants: Harold How,• II, Chairman fo m,·r 
Commi~sioner of Eduration, Dl'partm<'nl ol IIEW. 
Vice Pn•sident. Ford Foundation 

RohPrl L. R1•nnell, former 01rector 01 Sp.,,•·a1 f'ruj­
P<'ls. American Indian Law Center, l'niwrsit~ of 
'e"' Mexico; Albert Shanker, Pr .. sid,•nt. \me ri­

c.in Federation of Teachers; Julian "lava, Pro 
fes. or of H1,a1ry, San Fl'rnando \'alll.,· Ma IP l'ol 
lt·ge, :\frmher, Roard ot Education, Los .\ni,;tl .. :.; 
Edith Gree . ··orml'r Mt'n her ol Congn·s. Port­
land Ore•'on: Augustus F Hawkin,, \ 1.S. Con 
i.,rrl's,; 'amUl·l Halp1•rin. Director. In. litut,· lnr 
.ducation,11 Lt'adt>rship: Willi 1m L. Smith. Dirf',. 

tor, Tead1t'r Corp .. :;. Offi,·c of Educ;•tion; Ilr. 
Herhcrl 0. Reid. Chari, , 11.imilton Houslon lb 
inguished Prol••ssor of Law, Howard llniv1•r,itv 

I :n, S1·hool; Joslph E. lluffl•v. G, n,·ral S1'l' Pta y. 
American Association nf l 'nivf'r it~· Professor 

Rapporlt ur: Rl'rvl Radin, A. ~istant l'rufPssor, LBJ '-khool uf 
Pubi'k Affair, 

Thursda), Sepll'mhl'r lb 
Afll'rnoon Se,sion 
H1•m.lfk• b1 Mrs. L1 ndon H. Johnson 

l'anl'l: THI-.: RIGliT TO ~'.CH <\LIT\ l 'IDER THE LA\\ 
l'apl'rs: H1•H1'w or Prngrams: Cliflord All'xandt"r, \llorn1•,. 

Verm·r L11pft·rL. RL•rnhord, :.ld'hc•r-on ll.· .\l,·i. 
andcr 

As•l•ssm<'nt or Impacts: Burkt• . lar,hall, :\s .. ,wn1 
Dt•an. Law School, alt· l nivnsit v 

l':.nl'I Partit·ipants Louis Martin, Chairman - Pr•·~id, nl, 
S1•ngst,u·k1> N<>wspap,•rs 

Rug1·r Wilkins. Editorial Board Th,• 1'l'" ork 
Time's; Althl'a T. L. Simmons, ll1rl'ctor of Edu1.1-
tion l'roKrums, National \ssoriation for th<• /\<l 
van••t ml nt of Cnlor<' l'eopll·· Sidm .,· Hool,,, 
Senior R,·:.L•arch ~\•llo\\ Hoon•r Em1•ritus l'ro 
fc•ssor of Philosophy. ew York \lniversity; lfarry 
MrPher~on. Attorm·v. \ ernn Li11 fPrl. lll'rn 
hard, ~Tl-Pherson and All•xander; \ L••on llif{1'in 
both,tm, Jr .. Judg-,•, l .S District Court, l'hila 
dl'lphia, l'c•nnsylv~nia; B,•rnard H. (;if!tird, ll1•pu 
t\ Chancellor, Nl•w York Citv. Board of Education 

Rapportl'ur: bagm::ir Hamilton. Assoei.ate l'rotpss11r, LBJ 
School of Publi,· Affairs 
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Working In A Presidential Library: One Researcher's Point Of View 

The basic business of the LBJ Library, as of all Presidential Libraries, is to make the papers in our collections 
available for scholarly research. It uccurred to us that the Friends of the Library might like to know what this 
means from the vantage point of a scholar who has actually conducted research here. So we a ked Philip R. 
Rulon, Associate Professor of History at Northern Anzona University, who has worked in the collections of the 
Truman and Eisenhower Libraries and (partly with the help of a grant from the Friends of The LBJ l.,ibrary) in 
the Education papers in the LBJ Library, to set down his thoughts. We are pleased to present his response (The 
Library's archives staff reviewed his paper, thought that certain points needed modification or clarification,· with 
Dr Rulon's concurrence, tltose clarifying comments are included as footnotes.J-Ed. 

Article by Dr. Philip Reed Rulon 

The six Presidential Libraries in the Uniled 
States may be misnamed. These institutions are 
rapidly developing into multi-purpo e human re­
source cent rs that serve a variety of need . The 
LBJ Library is the largest of its kind and t,he first 
to be placed physically on a university campus. 
The Library conducts scholarly seminars and 
symposia on topies of national and international 
interest. Its museum - t.he aspect with which 
most people are familiar - has pioneered in the 
use of him, closrd-circuit TV, and other audio­
visual devices to inform the general public of a 
historical figure and era. Therefore, the term "Pres­
idential Center" 1s more accurate. 

The most curious phenomenon in connection 
with such c nters is that few individuals really 
undertand the nature of the research lunction. 
This essay attempts to answer several questions: 
What precisely does the Library contain and how 
much of this material is open for investigation'? 
How does one get permission to use documents 
and what type of research may be successfully 
pursued'? Does the archival s aff render 
assistance'! Is grant money available to subsidize 
s holarship'! An finally, just what is it like to 
work in one of these institutions'? 

Besides book and photographic collections, the 
Lyndon Baines Johnson Library contains some 31 
m1llion ages. The President's personal papers, 
stretching from boyhood to the end of his 
administration, are by far the most significant. 
The bulk of th se manuscripts are included under 
a heading entitled W ite House Central Files. This 
material is further broken down into other 
classifications - documents generated by high 
ranking officials or organizations; and by lower 
echelon individuals, committees, and agencies. In 
the future, we can expect the staff to become more 
active in acquiring the personal, as opposed to 1.,he 
official, papers of the team of men and women who 
worked with Lyndon Johnson in his almost four 
decades of public service. The oral histories (taped 
interviews conducted by histo ians and then 
transcribed on pap r) add much needed detail. for 
the telephone has eliminated much of the m mo­
writing done by former Presidents. 

"What is open for investigation'?" is a timely 
question. Naturally, materials which have not ye 
been processed arc closed to researc·hers, though 
sometimes a specific document, report, or 
collection can be reviewed without a I ngthy 
delay. Operational policy dictates that files may be 

closed for one of three reasons: by an executi\ e 
order which governs accPss to national security 
mformation; by statute or by the agency which 
originated the document; and by restrictions 
contained in the donor's deed of gift. But mu h of 
the Lime, in actual practice, decisions arc made by 
the archivists and they, like Jar d Sparks (who 
eliminated the profanity m lhc letters of George 
Washington), often close ilems simply n the basis 
that it might cause embarrassment Lo a certain 
individual.' Unseasoned reviewers, in addition, 
sometimes are overly cautious about what consti­
tutes national security .2 To serious researchers, who 
generally use discretion in their writing, these pro­
cedures produce obstacles and frustrations in their 
search for truth. 

Permission to use the Presidential archives is 
relatively easy to obtain. For the most part., the 
libraries, because of staff limitations and for other 
reasons, dictaLP lhal only students, journalists, 
government officials, free lance writers, and 
acadPmicians who identify in advance a topic for 
an article or book in written form may be issued a 
blue-colored admissions car - one, incidentallv, 
which is valid for a t elve month per1od.J No 
"qualified researcher," to this writer's knowledge, 
has ever been refused acce _. On the other hand, 
an arrogant investigator or one who is inclin£>d to 
distrust shreds of evidence may find that infor­
mation is not volunteered; that researcher might 
have to work harder and longer to find pertinent 
data. 

The opportunities for serious study in a 
presidential library are limited only by the 
creativity and the imagination of Lhe individual m 
vestigator. In the past, journalists and social scien­
tists (mostly historians and student o the 
American polilical system) have been the major 
group to take advantage of the immensr collections. 
Here again the Johnson Library has evolved as a 
pacesetter. The decision to open papers on civil 
rights and education first, as well as t sponsor 
broad symposia, is making many scholars realize thr 
great potential of these institutions, for Pre idents 
are often symbols of their age and they represent to 
some extent the mood o the nation at a particular 
point in time The mountains of documents cover 
practically very aspect of life in the United States 
and often of foreign nations as well. In my own case, 
the richness of the data caused me to rcv1 -e 
significantly future literary interests. 

I came to the Univer it.y of Te. as to ascertain 

6 



thal materials were available pertaining to the 
exporLation of the land-grant colleg overseas, a 
movement which began as a result of Lhe 
Technical Cooperalion Administration created b,v 
Harry Truman. For almost a decade teaching and 
writing had been concerned with the domestic 
contributions of Morrill colleges. But a Lyndon 
Johnson's formative years, his service with thl' 
National Youth Administration, and his lime spent 
in Washinglun were examined, il became clear 
thal the whole story of modern educational 
d vclopm nt in this country could be lold by 
compiling a biography of the 36th President. The 
idea seemed lo possess merit, for mut•h or the 
domestit· chaos in the nation since World War II 
has been directly related to the practice and 
thou),("hl or the school system. 

In embarking upon this new adventure, I 
painfully came to realize the full extent of the 
material available on Just the one topic that 
interested me Notetaki g ommcnced on 
childhood, schooling, personality deve opmenl, the 
collegiate years. teaching in rural and urban 
Texas schools. the initial move to Washington, the 
leadership exerted as D1n'ctor of the Texas 
National Youlh Administration, and then formal 
and informal cducation-oTJented activity 
surrounding service lo the nation as Congrl'ssman, 
Senator, Majority Leader, Vice Pre id<•nl and 
President. The number of documents rt--lated lo 
th passage ol school legislation alone during thr 
presidential period proved slaggenng. Besides the 
personal papers, relevanl data had to he extracted 
from Aides Filt>s, the Bureau of th Budget, the 
United Stales ffice of Education, the various 
Task Forces, dmmistrative rnd Oral HistoriPs as 
well as Congressional records Information n 
public opinion and pressure ~-roups was only 
sampled because• f um limitations. The bils and 
pieces taken lrom Lhl' abo e will result in a book 
entillt·d From Pedagogue tn Pre:,ide11t. The 
Educational Thou,qh to} Lyndon Baines Johnson 

I found on my rnitial visil to the Johnson 
Library that my ohJectives were ~lightly impeded 
because much of the clerical and bibliographic 
work had to be done myself. Th normily of the 
holdings dictates thal a high y trained and 
experienced staff be retained. And fortunately om• 
is being created. Valuablt> finding aides havt been 
assembled, documents are "fetched' (no doubt a 
term included in lhe new linguistic guide to Texas 
spl'ech patterns) with amazin' rapidity, ignorant 
questions an answered prompt! with a smile, 
important cross referen ·es are f und, and books 
are checked out quickly in the evenings so lhal 
investigators can do background reading- at nights. 
One serious problem, however, doc exist. The 
opening of the library prior to reviewmg the bulk 
of the documents, the processing of requests to 
declassify items, I he need to provide information 
Lo governmental agencies, the time required to gel 
ready for symposia, and the Lask of simply having 
lo answer innumerable tcl<.>phone calls and large 
amounts of correspondence, mak it impossible 
presently lo assign one archivist exclusively lo 
one resident or visiting researcher. By contrast, 
the Dwight D. Eisenhower Library sent me on my 
last trip several ingle-spaced typewritten pages 

of sources in advance and they were b the de::.k 
assigned on the morning of my arrival. This 
practice should be initiated in Austin as soon as 
possible. But it probably can not be done until 
more papers are processed and fewer people are 
nt>eded for reviewi g. There is also, of courst•, the 
possibility of expanding the size of the staff. 

The LBJ Foundation, and its offspring. Lhe 
Friends of the LBJ Library, distribute financial 
grants to re<;earchers on a competitive basis. And 
these are not, as some might surmise, nee ssarily 
limited to politics and political history. A survey or 
the 1975 calendar year awards indicates resl•arch 
supported by the foundation ranged from Black 
civil rights and radicalism, Indian policy, aid lo 
depressed areas, dom stic and international 
education programs, library dnelopment, an<l the 
Great Depression m the Lone Star Stalt'. One can, 
as more items are opened, expect even more 
varied proposals. Moreover, al least onr 
academician has suggested that consideration hP 
given to making some funds available to high 
school, community college, college, and universit. 
instructors to mass produce key documents. 
construct filmstrips, and devise other audio visual 
materials for classrooms and leaching lahoralories. 
Adoption of this idea could make the LBJ Library a 
leader in pedagogy as well as research. 

In conclusion, the opportunity to work in the 
LBJ Library was a profitable and memornhle om. 
Insight into the complexities of modern 
government should make for a better than average 
understanding of the issue, of the day. Higher 
histoncal vistas encountered will occupy me for 
some time to come. nd as I sort through a pile of 
n tes stacking almost three feet high man) warm 
memories return of the red carpeted reading 
room, of chats with archivists, officials, guards 
and guides, and of puffing on my pipe in the hall 
waiting in suspens<' to see what revelation the 
next earl or boxes might contain These 
rtminiscences occur as I converl mv not s int the 
narrative of my book. The thought that so many 
"J, riend- of the LBJ Library'' made my pr jecl 
possible is strong incentive to p t the next blank 
page into th old battered typewrit.l'r purcha ·ed in 
graduall' school and compose the next entence. 

lomm!ints. 
(1J The conditions imposed by Pri•side11t J11l111sun, 

111 his agreement to turn over his papers to tht 
Gu1,eT11mF1t, stipulate that materials "which may 
in any mannPr be used to injure, embarms.~ ur hur 
ass 11n I/ person" be "placed v11der seal of restric­
tion" a.nd periodically revieu•ed lo delerrwne when 
that restriction can be removed, Delerminat·m1 uJ 
what constitutes "embarrassment" ·is uJcourse, at 
least 111 part, a subjectiPe exerci e. But in all 
Presidential Libraries. it is the staJJ's respon. ibility 
to make this determination 

(2) In considerations of "national secvn·ty" mat­
ters, the Library stajj' has very little responsibility 
fur interpretation - u ually none at all. State, 
Def1msr, and uther departments and agencies de/fr­
mine when classified papers can be du-wngruded 

(3/ For the record: we go by the ·rules laid down by 
NatirmalArchi es; any researcher who see.ks access 
to our records gets it 
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Roundup At The LBJ Ranch 
benefit tor Grove 

Above, guests file through 
crowded lines to fill their plutes 
with Texas-style barbecue. 
Right, Mrs . .Johnson and Carol 
Channing alch the Fandangle 
performers. 

A festive barbecue at the LBJ Ranch 
on May 2 rounded up more than 600 
guests and $125,000 for the LBJ 
M morial Grove on the Potomac. The 
crowd was entertained by Texas Hill 
Country performers. caught artificial 
diamonds tossed by Carol Channing and 
consumed nearly 1,000 poun of Texas 
barberue. 

The "Las Round p" recreated the at­
mosphere f many famous barbecue::, 
held on the banks of the Pedernales 
River during the Johnson Administra­
tion. 

"So many of our friends and sup­
port rs are her , including some of you 
who date back to our early married 
days," Mrs. Johnson said, greeting h r 
guests. 

Entertainment wa • provided by the 
Blue Belles, a ('ountry music group from 
Nashville. and the Fort Griffin Fan 
dangle from the West Texas to n of 
Alban The Fandangle performers -
with their 28 horses, six mules, 
stagecoach, rovercd wagon and a hack 
- staged vignettes from the Western 
show they frer each summer their 
h m c mmunily. 

Among the guests were ·evera 
members the N tional Comm1tte( for 
the Grove: Mr. and Mrs. Laurance 
Rockefeller, Mr:. Alberl L skc.-r. Mr . 
Charles Enf!elhard, Mrs. incent Astor, 
Mr. nsh Castro, and Mr. Gilbert O£>n­
man. Liz Carpenter and Mrs. Marshall 
Steves coordinated the cV!.'nl 

I.di, • member nr the Fandangll· lend~ a hand in pr('paring the 
barb<'cue fensl. \bovc, other Fandangle pl•rformers relax undt'r 
the oaks on the bankli of the P dcrnales. 
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symposium 

The Presidency and The Press 
Lined up on one side wer the President 'men from the 

last three admmislral1ons: Tom Johnson. A sistant Pr ss 
Sccn,tary to President Johnson; George Christian, Press 
Secretary to President John on, Ron Ziegler, Press 
:Secn:lary to President Nixon; Her Klein, Director of 

ommunications for the Executive Br nch of the ixon 
Ad mini tr.ition; J era Id terHorst, first Press Secretar to 
Prcsid1:nt Ford; and Ron Nessen, Press Sccrt.:larv to 
President Ford. • 

On the other side were the men and women of the Press: 
Frank Cormier, Associated Pr<'s., James Deakin, St. 
L uis Post Dispatch; Marian u> Means, Kin Feat res and 
Hearst Newspapers; Dan Rather, CRS News, Hu~h, idey. 
Time Magazine; and Helen Thomas, ·p1, 

Moderating were Gerald Warren, Deputy Press 'ecre­
lary lo President ixon. and Joe Laitin, Assistant res.~ 
Secretary to President Johnson. On April t3 the con 
verged upon the Library to d1. 1·uss the uni 1ue rvlat ion• 
ship hetwcen the "Presiden1·y and Lht> Press m a sym­
posium co-sponsor d b the Library and the LBJ ~• chool of 
Puhlic ffa1rs. 

William S. White Delivers Keynote Address 
Expressing t e hope that the symposium would wrote" Whitt rcmembert>d most ·'the amiable -

re. ult in "improved understanding and a hcii:rhtt>ne<l and partly deliberate - 1·onfus1on that permeated 
tol(•rance belwt:en two great inslilutions," Pulitzer the Eise hower Press Conference lrom fir:l to lasL. 
Pri1.e winnm journalist Willi, m fi. Whitt. n0\\ a • Jack Ken,ech•," White reporll'd "h"d "In em­
prolcssor of 1ournalism, key no c- the scs,.1on with a pathy ,,.it h journah m that most of the t1 e per 
chronicle of his C>,.perien es covering the Presidency vaded his pre. s con[ercnc< .. Where Roosevelt, 
from RoosevC'lt to Nixon. way back there, had se1zLd radio and made 1t his ' While labe ed Franklin D Roos veil'· m•'C lings vl'ry own, Kennedy co-opted V and became it 
with thc pre ·s as "loo cozy and one sided," yet with supl·r tar." Without this command, "he'd hav, had a 
enough give-and-ta k t he called th first mod rn tou her r ad with the media.' ' 
prl'ss c nference. "Roosevelt mast red the pres a. LBJ, on the other hand, disliked Tv and tended to 
has nu other President I have ever known." freeze up on it, ~h·t recalled. • Lyndon Johnson 

Harry S Truman was "salty, feist , and some simp.y was not n pn ss conference l) pe of politician 
times inca ti us" yet "impacted mort• solid and ... One-on one he was the most pc·rsuasive ruhlic 
l-•g1timate information with less 1mperm1ssible self man I ever knew .. But the magic did not work v.ith 
serving than '.lny of the then; I hav known." large groups - reportorial r otherwise .. 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 'introduced live television White 1ound Richard ixon "':omew h· t with 
into l' e cene - along with perhaps the most im­ dra, n, always mtrnse, never relaxed even from his 
penetrable syntax in all politics" and cannily made days as a young Congressman . . His policies he 
"great show or not caring what the reporl('r • said or ·ould sa, e: himself he could not.'" 
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morning panel 

Responsibilities of President Discussed 
Focusing their atlack on th responsibilities of the 

President and the Press Sccrrtary who serves him, the 
reporters in the morning session zero d in on the Pres 
Se<'relary's changing rol<'. 

"Increasingly und r past President ," Dan Rath r 
charged, "the White House Press office ... has be<'omc a 
propaganda pulpit in which the Press ~ ccretary has 
ceased to even envision himself as an honest broker of in­
formatwn" 

Ther was no dispute from the Pres.- ecretarie ' 
table- instead, a general acquiescence in George Chris­
tian's aeknowledgemt•nl that "there has been a great 
tendency for Press Seer taries to be public relations men, 
to ake on the chore of somehow improving the Presi­
dent's rmage with the public." Often in hi own ex­
pl'ri nee, Christian reflected, "we were too rigid in 

decidmg what lhE' pubhc should know and what should he 
told to the Pres .. " His onclusion was that the Press 
Se retary should bC' "a rt>porler or the reporters on 
things impossible for them Lo he involved in·· and if h had 
it to do over again, "I would have put up . a stron Ter 
fight for a different r le" 

There wa also general agreem nt that the Prrstdent 
himself should see the press more often. Helen Thomas 
put th reason bluntly. "We don't think," <ihr said, "that 
you always adequately rl'present the President." 

"There should he more irecl contact," Tom John., n af­
firmed, ''between tht' principal policy-makl'rs of our 
!{Overn ent and the Press ... rather than through Press 
sp kesmen vho are, by nature, generalists." 

Differences between the two sides began Lo surface on 
thl' subject of secrecy. 

"The one excuse for secrecy in government that 
recognize," said Marianne Means, "1s national security .. 
!But] I would like to ask what the Press Secretaries frel 
the legitimate bounds of national security arc." UndE'rlin 
ing th question w:is her conviction that national security 
is "a dandy excuse" w ich "is used too often and is too 
broadly applied " 

"I would buy that," said Jerry lerHorst. And Ron 
Ziegler added, "I think everyone ... realizes Lhat it has 
bee abused .. because too many people have the ability 
... to stamp 'Top Secret' on material." 

Dan Rather: "In a participatory democracy ... a high 
degrt'e of communicable trust bl'lween lhc leadl•rship 
and the led is a absolull' cissential.'' 

Hon 'e11scn: "President Ford has insiskd that I al­
ll'nd pulic) making mel•tings ... so that I can absorb 
[nt•wsl myseU and not have tu rt-I • on hat p<'nplc tell 
me." 

How to achieve that'? Hugh Sidey offered a solution. 
"Why," he asked, "doesn't the PrC"sident spend 15 
minutes a day with the Press'>" 

Sidey' proposal at least tirred no obj ctions from the 
Secretaries, even when h di~misscd the standard argu 
menls about the demand!. on a President's time: "I i • my 
belief," he said, ·•1hat the President is not as busy as he i 
often portray d," that a lot of his lime "is wasted kissing 
beauty contest queens and] accepting turkeys from the 
turkey growers." 

But that as s far a. agrl'ement \H nt. "I sure , • uld 
not want to bl• the person that determined what was na­
tionul _ ecurity," tl'rHorsl sai . "I would hop l hat drcision 
would bl• made first bv Ihe President an then y the 
Secretary of State and by the ecretarv of Defense." 

Ron Nessen_ uggl"sled Lhat ~ hat appears to be an abuse 
of national sl'curity might often he simply a matter or l1m­
in!( "Many things l'an be told two da ,,, from now or a 
week from now that for what set•ms good rea, ons can't br 
told today;· he said. Z1C"gler elabora ed: "The Press 
Secn•tary [who has ht>enl siltmg in • h pohr meetmgs 
·nows that he can't tell Lhe Administration'& position 

because it is till a subject of debate ... ' 

James Deakin: "In the White House ... all the 
pressures are against ru11di~semination ... of the 
mutters that are \'ital to the Amcrican people." 
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Tom Johnson: "Tht• Press Secretary and his starf 
should not ht• a filkr for goYernmt.>nt. Tht•} should bt• 
designed lo fadlitatt.> access or lhe Prrss and thereb) 
the pt•oplr lo tht.> truth about its gowrn mt.>nt." 

"[ don'l undi>rstand," Ms. Means said, "why lhe clc•hate 
itsell 1:n't news ... " Helen Thomas pressed the point: 
"We c;hould he in on the dialoi,ruc whrn basic poliriPs arc 
t>eing-debated. This business ol the fail accompli which we 
saw in Vietnam, all the way through, step by :;tcp, ~as 
bad." 

Rut lh<· Press 8ecrPlaries saw no way that a general 
"itmus test." as Jerry Warren put il. rould bf' applied to 
national security matters. They agreed with Nrssen's ob­
jection that "it's hard to try to draw hypothetical 
boundaries." 

Midway through the morning session, difference 
escalated into contention. "Were any o[ vou," Helen 
Thomas asked, "ever told by a Pre idenl you servt!d to 
distort the truth'?" 

The rPsponses md1rated that although none of the 

Hilling on thl' Pref!s St.>cretary's panel wcre, 
ldt lo right, Tom Johnson, George Chrn;tian, 
Herb Klein, .Jerald terllorst and Ron cssen. 

Secretaries had intentionally lied, each had occa­
sionally - and unwittingly - disseminated false informa­
tion which came from other sources. Herb Klein's answer 
was typical: "I was not asked to lie. There were some of 
my colleagues who did lie Lo me." 

Jim Deakin was not willing to accept this defense. 
"There has been a great deal of conversation today ... 
about lying," he said. "And all the Press Secretaries, or 
most or them, have done ... sort of a mea culpa. 'Yes, I lied 
... I'm sorry I did it. I wish I hadn't'." Then he went for 
the jugular: "The country is alienated. The country has 
lost faith in the political process ... And conlributing to 
this has been all the lying ... My question is: How much 
responsibility, gent! men, do you think you bear for the 
political alienation in this country ... ?" 

His question was met with candor. Tom Johnson, re­
peating that he had n ver deliberately mis! d, said that. 
nonetheless, "I think we bear an enormous responsibili­
ty," Said Ron Ziegler: "As a part of the Governmental pro· 
cess, I assume a great deal of respon, ibility. That's why I 
am her . lo begin tht> move to somt• solutions to some of 
Lhe questions that have been raised ... I'm here because I 
feel a r sponsibility f r having, erved and for some of the 
errors that I made ... " 

But the Press C'crelarics saw the problem as more 
complicated than Deakin had posed it. 'aid Klein: " .. It 
would appear to a lot of people listening that you're say­
ing, 'Okay, aren't. you people over there entirely respon­
sible for the political alienation of lhc country'?' Everyone 
feels some responsibility, but there are a lot of factors in 1l 
... And it's not jusl the political aliE>nation.It's the aliena 
tion regarding ramilies, religion; alienation toward the 
press." Nessen pressed the point further, ith an accusa­
tion aimed al Deakin: '·The kind of media-directed C'ute­
ness, half-tru hs, distortions, oversimplifications that you 
have laid on this audienl'e is partly responsible for the 
kind of alienation. . you refer to." 

"That dog," Dan Rather protested, "simply will not 
hunt- the idea that the problems are noL the problems, 
[but] that thc people who t:alf attention to the problems 
are th pr bl ms ... [that] it's the press that's responsible 
fort hc alienation in the t:ountry ... " 

Rut thl• issues, Nes,t•n insist d, were "too complt>x" to 
be posed as an "pithrr/or proposition ... Whosr faull is 1l 
that th country is alienaterl? ls it the Press or is it the 
Govrrnment'!" and then to bE' resolved simply by saying 
"It's lhe government." 

Jerry Warren, noting in his summary that the PrC'SS 
stands above politicians in the polls "only hy a fe\\ per­
t:entagC' points," agree with Nessen: "Il is not as simple 
as them ersus us, thi> ov rnmenl versus the Press ... 
There is a gr at deal of defensive reaction on both sides." 

Al~o ~hown arc moderators Gt•rald Warren 
and .lot• Laitin. 
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afternoon fJ_anel 

Panelists Examine Responsibilities of the Press 

Indicating the reporters itting across from him, Ron 
Nessen said: "I think the people ... at that table have 
among them ... as much power to influ nee the course of 
events and the views of the public as anyone else in 
America with the exception of perhaps a half dozen 
elected officials." Herb Klein sketched the situation in a 
lighter vein: "Franklin Roosevelt could get away with tell­
ing-a reporter to go sit in the corner and put a dunce hat 
on. Can you imagine a President doing that today'?" 

In whatever terms described, the Press' growing power 
and its handlin r of the responsibilities that attend power 
were the subjects of the Press Secretaries' probing when 
th Py took tot he offensive. 

Nessen charged the press with maintaining a "double 
standard ... Public officials who make an rror, their er­
ror is the subject of a news story. News reporters ... like 
doctors, bury their mistakes." Had any of thi> assembled 
press representative,;, he demanded, ever admitted re­
sponsibility for an error'! 

"I have," Marianne Means answered. No other response 
was quite so pecific - perhaps confirming Frank Cor­
mier's admission that "one of the problems Iis] the inabili­
ty of the Press to admit its own shortcomings." 

Helen Thomas insisted that in the case of the wire St>r· 
vice at least, reporters are monitored by a system that 
makes confession of error unnecessary: "We have many 
judges," she said, "and the judge are our clients. And if 
they think we're not accurate they'll soon cancel us." 

But Hugh Sidey conceded the legitimacy of Nessen'.s 
charge. "Time magazine, and the other magazines," he 
poin ed out, "have ... never allowed a correction to run in 
their news columns. They make corrections in their I t­
ler.s tu the editor, which is not quitr the same: it's a littlt• 
sneaky, quite honestly ... I think that perhaps WP ,;hould 
institute a policy ... in which a major error in a story 
would be corrected perhaps in the same space, in the same 
manner." The problem goes further than the news maga­
zines, loo, Sidey said. "I would judge ... that Walter 
Cronkite does not corri>ct himsell ... with the same inten­
sity or the same prominence that the error is made." 

Apart from the media's handling of errors, the Press 
Secretaries were concerned about other manifestations of 
what they considered irresponsibility. Turning to Dan 
Rather, Nessen posed an example peculiar to TV jour­
nalism. which has bothered many observers: "Let's say 20 
of the President's advisors and the President himself 
have spent 2,000 man hours working on a project, a pro 
posal, weighed the information, developed options, 
weighed those, looked at the consequences, found out how 
much it would cost, Lhe political effect, [the] likelihood 
of Congress passing it, and so forth; and come forth with 
this proposal ... You take it, and 1t 1s your Job to explain 
it to the American people. And your produrer says, 'OK, 
Dan, let's have a minute and 15 seconds on that' ... about 
120 words. Does it bother you that you ... try to translate' 
... 2,000 man hours of work into 120 words and do it ade­
quately'!" 

"Yes,'' Rather responded. "It troubli>s me very much." 
He acknowledged the dilemma: "There is no answer to 
this." 

Above, Liz Carpenter, former Press Secretary to 
.Mrs. Johnson, opened the afternoon session 
with a lively speech. Now a member of the 
White House Press Corps, panelist Jerald 
terlforst, below, served briefly as President 
Ford's Press Secretary. 

In remarks opening the afternoon session, Liz 
Carpenter - declining, she said, to serve as a "human 
alka-seltzer tablet" bringing relief after the morning's 
spirited confrontation - spotlighted the issue which, 
more than any other, seemed to be torn out of the 
headlines of the times: "The press seems to have 
developed an unhealthy new arrogance with Watergate," 
she said. "The press enjoyed the letting of blood and now 
too often seems to think that good journalism knows no 
secrets, respects no privacies, pardons no faults, and 
brooks no reticence." 
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As co-moderators, Jerry Warren and Joe Laitin (above 
left) direct the panel debate. J<'ormer Nixon Press 
Secretar)· Ron Ziegler (above right) and White House 
correspondent Hugh Sidey (right) assume opposing 
positions in lhe afternoon debate. Remarks from 
Helen Thomas (below right) amuse members of the 
Press panel. 

Keynoter Bill White sat with the reporters for the after· 
noon session, but on this issue at least his heart was on the 
other side. He thought the press should "cease [its) in­
satiable curiosity about purely private affairs in public 
ml'n's lives." S1dey took strong exception. In his travels 
around the country. he said he had found "more than any 
other issue" thi • euriosity to be paramount in people's 
minds. \loreover, he had "come to the rnnelus10n that it is 
important. I have come tu lhe conc1usion that there is 
almo l no part of that man who h·1s 'W much power that 
rloes not hear on the rlecisions he makes, and in some way 
influences [them]" 

"I think, m friend," White replied, "what) ou've under­
taken to dC'scribe here really makes the Press uut-Orwel 
anything Orwell ever proposed. ." 

"'omchow," said George Christian, "ther 's got to be 
reason ,1pp ied to what b on-limits and what is off-limits in 
reporting a [public] pNson's personal lifP or you're ol go­
ing to h ve very many people in public life." 

Not necessarily so, said ,'ide~ "The l\m riran public 
probably will adjust lo imp rfect public servants 1f they 
have a high degree of competencv [and if tht>y] wtll admit 
some of their flaws and not present thcmsch,es as perfect, 
and that s been one of the wor t problems " 

"Would vou," Moderator Joe La1tin asked, "apply the At the reporters table, Sidey agreed. Even though 
same standards" to members of the Press "who influence "they don't hav the power ot the Pres1d nt," hP said," ... 
large numbers of people .. '?" the eople who make judgments must. I suspect. be 

Two Press Sccretanes who have since gone back mt prepar d ... t live with their lives public t a certain 
journalism - Jerry terHorst and Tom Johnson - extent." 
thought that was only fair "The day may very well come," But Jim Deakii rlts rnted. Public sen ant , he said, are 
said ttrllorst,' when the public has I hl' right . to expect "people wh present themselves to the American people 

n t onl.v press stories about the private lives of public to be chosen as leader:. And in so d ing ... they put 
fficials, but !also] about [members of the Press! . 1 themselves in quite a separate c.1tegory, n t onl fro the 

\\e're goin to he allow d to be fair commentators on news media hut from everybody else. And their actions 
what's going on on th g vcrnment side ... • Said J hnsun· and their policies and their behavi r in gl· neral become. 
"I believe tha those of us in the media must be more will­ subJect to somewhat different standard" 
ing lo applv the same standards t ourselves that we have It was an i sue that would not be easily or soon 
been applying to public officials and ask the same type of resol ed - nor would it disappear. There was a general 
tough questions of our reporters, our editors, our publish­ agreement with Sidey's observation that in this jour­
ers, that we'v been asking of government officials . " nalistic area, at least, "it's a new world." 
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LBJ And The '76 Candidates 
corresf2_ondencewith Carter 

"I have never met a Democratic President," Jimmy 
Carter said in accepting his nomination July 15. 

Carter and Lyndon Johnson did, however, correspond 
in LBJ's retirement years. Carter's last letter to Johnson 
came after the former President's address to the Civil 
Rights symposium at the Library on December 11, 1972. 

Governor Carter's comment about LBJ's "optimistic 
assessment of Mr. Nixon's secret attitude a bout social pro­
grams" was presumably stimulated by these Johnsonian 
remarks on that occasion: 

" ... I've heard how we're going to wipe out our poverty 
program, how we're going to destroy our educational pro­
gram, how we're going to cripple our medical program, 
and dilute our enforcement, and a lot of our Civil Rights 
programs. I hope that's not true. I don't believe it is true. 
But if it is true, the horsepower is in this room to bring it 
to the attention of the American people ... And to bring it 
to the attention of the President ... 
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" ... There's not a thing in the world wrong - as a mat­
ter of fact, there's everything right - about a group say­
ing, 'Mr. President, we would like you to set aside an hour 
to let us talk.' And you don't need to start off by saying 
he's terrible, because he doesn't think he's terrible. None 
of us did, although we might have been. Start talking 
about how you believe that he wants to do what's right 
and how you believe this is right ... 

"Let's watch what's been done and see that it's 
preserved, but let's say we have just begun, and let's go 
Qn. 

"While I can't provide much go-go at this period of my 
life, I can provide a lot of hope and dreams and encour­
agement, and I'll sell a few calves now and then and con­
tribute ... " 
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and Ford 

', 

Because th y served together in Congress for many 
yea.rs, Lyndon Johnson and Gerald Ford had a long and 
more personal relationship. Ford was elected to the House 
of Representatives in 1948, the same yea1· LBJ moved to 
th Senat . Af er Johnson became President, and Ford 
was selecled by his party as the House Minority Leader, 
the two men frequently conferred on legislation and 
matter-; of national ecurity. 

In his farewell address to the Congress, President 
Johnson r fleeted on his years in the Capital City and on 
the men he had known and with whom he had worked. In 
referring to his association with the members of the rival 
political party, he remarked: 

"I have always received the most generous cooperat1on 
from the leaders of the Republican Party in the Cong ess 
of the United States, Senator Dirksen and Cono-ressman 
Gerald Ford, the Minority Leader. 

"No President should ask for more, although I did on oc­
casion, but few Presidents have ever been blessed with so 
much." 

Shor ly following his farewell addre, s and return to 
Texas, President Johnson received the <1bove letter from 
then Mi_nority Leader Ford. 
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Coming Events 

TOWARD NEW HUMAN RIGHTS. The Social 
Policies of the Kennedy and Johnson Administra­
tions (September 12-16). This 4-day symposium will 
he the most ambitious yet in the Library's annual 
series. Recognized experts and public figures will 
participate in a comprehensive examination of the 
social programs that emerged during the decade of 
the 1960s. Each day of the conference will be de­
voted to an assessment of different programmatic 
areas: September 13, Poverty and Manpower; Sep­
t mber 11, Health Care; September 15, Housing and 
Community Development; September 16, Civil 
Rights and Education (see related story on pages 
4-5). 

Library Hosts Public 
Documents Commission 

The Public Documents Commission, established to 
r solve the question of who owns the papers of future 
Presidents - and the papers of other Federal officials as 
well - met at the Library June 21-22. It was th group's 
third meeting, and its first outside Washington. 

The Commission's creation, with its mandate to take a 
new look at the long-standing assumption that a President 
himself owns all the papers accrued during his time in of­
fice, came in the wake of Watergate. After the resignation 
of President Nixon, Congress passed legislation directing 
lhe Government to maintain control over all Nixon mater­
ials, to assure that any documents involved in court cases 
arising out of Watergate would be availahle. The same 
legislation established the Commission and gave it the 
responsibility of recommending whether in the future the 
public or the individual will own not only Presidential 
papers, but also those of Members of Congress and of the 
Federal Judiciary - and how the distinction between 
public and private documents is to be made. 

Chaired by former Attorney General Herbert Brownell, 
the Commission is composed of 17 member drawn from 
the White House, the Congress, the Judiciary, the Depart­
ments of Justice and Defense, the Library of Congress, 
the American Historical Association, the· Society of 
American Archivists, the Organization of American 
Historians, and the public. The Commission's recommen­
dations will be submitted to Congress in March, 1977. 

The Commission decided to meet at the LBJ Library, 
according to member James B. Rhoads, Archivist of the 
United States, because "as the newest of the Presidential 
Libraries, it could provide an effective workshop to 
demonstrate not only what Presidential papers consist of, 
but also how they are processed by professional Govern­
ment archivists." 

John Fawcett, formerly Chie( o( the Audiovisual Archives, 
has been promoted to Chic( Archivist o( the LBJ Library. 
Fawcett succeeds Charles Corkran, who was named Assis­
tant Director on April 12. 

Visitors To The Library 

On April 22 First Lady Betty Ford was escorted on a per­
sonal tour o( the Library by Mrs. Johnson (photo above). 
Other prominent visitors have included Joan Fontaine; His 
Excellency Goafar Muhammad Nimeiri, President o( the 
Sudan; Daniel Boorstin, Librarian o( Congress; Edward 
Levi, U.S. Attorney General; Jack Hood Vaughn, former 
Director o( the Peace Corps; Karl Merrill, GSA Ad­
ministrator for Region 7; members of the International 
Council on Modern Art; and a delegation o( citizens from 
Plains, Georgia. 
In recent months, Library attendance figures have soared lo 
record levels. This summer 60,000 more visitors loured the 
Library than did during the same months last year. The 
summer figures represent an all-time high for any similar 
period fiince the Library's opening, with almost 100,000 
visitors in the month o( July alone. 

Among Friends o( LBJ is a publication of the Friends of the LBJ Library 
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