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What Is a Presidential Library? 
Most of the half million people who come 

here each year spend their visits viewing the 

Museum exhibits and displays. The "library" 

a;ipect of the Lyndon Baines Johnson Library 

and Museum may not be readily apparent­

books, after all, comprise but a small part of 

our holdings. A presidential library i:.; 

primarily an archive, a depository for personal 

papers and federal records. 

The records of the first thirty presidents are 

srnttered: some are in the Library of Congress; 

some are in various state libraries, universities, 

and historical societies; others have been 

destroyed or lost. 

All that began to change in 1939 when 

Franklin Roosevelt set .isiJc a building for his 

presidential papers, whiL·li he then turned over 

to the government with the agreement that it 

would maintain the library and make the 

papers available for research. The Presidential 

Libraries Act of 1955 formalized th is arm nge­

ment by authorizing the federal government to 

enter into the same arrangement with all 

living former presidents, the current 
versity of Texas anJ are operated by theincumbent, and all future chief executives. 
:..1tiunal Archives of the General ServicesConsequently, there now exist librnries bear­
Administration.ing the names of Presidents Hoover, Roose­

Thi, publication provides a brief history ofvelt, Truman, Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, 
the Lyndon Daines Johmon Library andand Ford. Planning is underway for the Carter 

Library in Georgia. The site for a Nixon Museum c1nd the progratns and activities that 

Library has not, at this st::ige, been have gruwn up around it, from its conception 

early in the Johnson administration throughdetermined. The building and grounds for the 

Johnson Library, the first to be located on ::i the recent expansion and renovations. 

university campus, were donated by the Uni- - Harry ] Middleton, Director 
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Text following by Chris Gray. 
Photographs from Johnson 
Library archives and by Library 
staff photographers. 



A Different Spirit 

It is a mother lode of history-a vast archive 

to be mined for years to come; it is a national 

forum for the free exchange of ideas; it is a 

splendid museum-the visual record of a 

tumultuous era. An extraordinary range of 

activities flourishes within the Lyndon Baines 

Johnson Library and Museum. 

Scholars, students, teachers, writers, and 

journalists from across the United States and 

many foreign countries come here each year to 

do research. In addition, half a million people 

view the Museum exhibits annually, making 

the Library a state tourist attraction second 

only to the Alamo in popularity. Thousands 

more have attencJcJ Library symposia led by 

some of our most challenging contemporary 

thinkers. 

This is no gray and lifeless archival 

repository. It was never meant to be. 

Lady Bird Johnson, who has played such an 

important part in the development of this 

institution, recorded her impression of the 

presidential papers held in the various archives 

she visited during the planning stages of this 

library:". . gray, anonymous, box after box, 

identically bound, hidden from the world on 

shelves behind locked doors ... " The dramatic 

display of documents overlooking the Great 

Hall of the LBJ Library and Museum-four 

stories of red buckram boxes, each bearing a 

gold presidential seal-embodies a different 

spirit. 

Thousands of document boxes 
overlook the Great Hall. 



Many Hands 

Many hands have shaped the LBJ Library. 

First, of course, was President Johnson. It was 

his vision of this institution and its possibili­

ties that set the tone from the beginning. The 

echoes of the 1965 inaugural ceremony had 

hardly died away when he dc~ign;_itcJ Mrs. 

Johnson his chief agent in the arduous LJsk of 

planning ,ind building a presidential library. 

The first step was to choose ;_i site. The l.' 11i­

versity of Texas 8t Austin hc1d initially 

requested the Johnson r•cipers in the mid-SOs 

when the prc,ident was Senate mnjority 

leader. In 1965the request wns vigorously 

rcnnved by U.T. Board of Regents Chairman 

W.W. Heath. Along with Chancellor Harry 

Ransom nnd Regent Frank C. Erwin, Jr., 

Heath lobbied President Johnson in Washing­

ton nnd at home on the LBJ Ranch to make 

his the first presidential library to be built on 

8 university cc1mpus nnd to make that rnmpus 

the University of Texa~. 

(above) W.W. Heath meet· with 
President Johnson in the White 
House. 

(far left) The Johnsons tour the 
Library site during construction. 

(left) Frank . Erwin, Jr., Mrs. 
Johnson, and President Johnson 
discuss an architectural model 
during the early tage of 
planning. 



(right) The Johnson Library 
under construction. 

(below) It was determined that a 
large urban campus such as The 
University of Texas at Austin 
would provide the best setting 
for the Johnson Library and 
School of Public Affairs. 

The president's alma mater, Southwest Texas 

State niversity in San Marcos, which had 

formally requested the Johnson papers in l 962 

when he was vice president, was also seriously 

considered as a site. And both campuses com­

peted with the sentimental attraction of Presi­

dent Johnson's boyhood home Johnson City as 

a location for his library. 

But it soon became apparent that the vital, 

multi-faceted institution that the president 

sought to build-a place where "scholars can 

study the past for the sake of the future," as 

he once put it-could best nourish on an 

accessible, urban campus such as the Univer­

sity of Texas. When, in February, 196'i, the 

Regents proposeJ that President Johnson 

deposit his parers in a building they would 

provide on campus anJ that a graduate school 

of public affairs be created in conJunction with 

the library, the decision was sealed. 

Heath, who referred to the Johnson Library 

as "the greatest single acquisition of the Lni­

versity of Texas," was instrumental in the pres­

ident's final decision. He w;:is also intimately 

involved in the planning and building of the 

Library and accompanied Mrs. Johnson on 

many of her research trips. 

"At Lyndon's urging," Mrs. Johnson wrote, 

"] spent the next two years taking a cram 

course on what the proposed building could 

and should be." She began by visiting the four 

then-existing presidential libr~1ries ,rnd the 

ancestral homes of a dozen presidents ;:ind 

impccting the work of architects around the 

COLI ntry. 



A Melding of Library and Museum 

Mrs. Johnson began to see how a presiden­

tial library might dramatically portray the 

decisions of a president and his effect upon his 

times. The archives and displays should 

represent a melding- "a melding of both 

library and museum," she wrote in her White 
House Diary, "from which they would both 

profit ancl both become more alive. . I 

want to use every artistry of architects and 

archivists and staff and family who have loved 

and saved things through the years to m:ike 

ours tell the story of our period of time." 

Lyndon Johnson's staff began saving things 

for him the day he first filed for Congress, and 

in 1958 as Senate majority leader he hired an 

official archivist. But the case has been made 

that the Johnson collection really began the 

day he was born. Lyndon's young life was 

carefully recorded by his remarkable mother 

Rebekah Baines Johnson in journals, scrap­

books, and photogr<1phs. One archivist 

observed, "It's as if she knew from the moment 

he was born that he was going to be presi­

dent 1" Certainly this library is the richer for it. 

Among the 31 million documents housed 

here are records, both official and personal, of 

Lyndon Johnson's boyhood days and his 

career as a schoolteacher, as aide to a con­

gressman, 8s a congressman, and as a senator. 

There is a grade-school report card (all A's 

except for th.e C h.e received in deportment) 

and there is the note of support that Mrs. 

Johnson slipped to him as the 1964 National 

Democrntic Convention opened: "to step out 

now· would be wrong for your country." There 

are miles of motion picture film, thousands of 

yards of audio tape, and half a million still 

photos. 

The Museum collection contains 35,000 his­

torical items. Exhibits draw on the best of the 
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(top, far left) Prcsidrnt Johnson 
views the installation of the 
metal mural overlooking the 
Great Hall. Shown is the panel 
depicting Franklin Roosevelt 
with Congressman Lyndon 
Johnson. 

collection to convey in a visual way the 

essence of Lyndon Johnson's life and forty-year 

public career. Mrs. Johnson was particularly 

intent on communicating the personal side of 

White House life through the Museum 

displays where "Visitors want to see first-hand 

the real belongings that were part of tne 

center of power." 

Exhibit de,igners made use of the latest in 

audio-visual tecnniques in the effort to make a 

tour of the Jonnson Library and Museum as 

mucn as possible like a conversation with the 

president. (Indeed a number of delighted 

visitors did encounter among the exhibits 

President Johnson himself, who used a sm::ill 

office off the eighth floor Ova I Office replica 

as actual working quarters before his death in 

1973). 

Architect Gordon Bunshaft also aimed to 

communicate the personality of the man 

Lyndon Johnson in the challenging and con­

temporary building he designed. "I thought the 

president was a really virile man," Bunshaft 

commented, "a strong man with nothing sweet 

or sentimental or small about him .... I 

think this builJing is kind of powerful, and 

he's kind of a powerful guy. There's nothing 

delic;ite about him." 

(top) The Oval Office replica is 
one of the Library's most 
popular exhibits. 

(bottom, far left) A snapshot 
from A Fwnih Al/non portrays 
the young Lyndon Johnson. 

(bottom) The exhibit on 
political memorabilia has been a 
perennial favorite with Museum 
visitors. 



Dedication Day 

"It is all here; the story of our time- ith 
the bark off," declared President Johnson 
in his dedication speech. "There is no 
record of a mistake, nothing critical, ugly 
or unpleasant that is not included in the 
files here. We have papers from my forty 
years in public service in one place for 
friend and foe to judge, to approve r 
disapprove .... This library will show the 
facts, not just the joy and triumphs, but the 
sorrow and failures, too." 

Ground was broken for the Library in foll of 

1967, and the Johnsons visited the job site 

often during the construction phase. The work 

continued virtually up to the bst minute, but 

by dedication day, May 22, 1971, all was in 

place. The imposing, eight-story structure of 

travertine marble rose on a green knoll over­

looking the campus. Set off by sculptural live 

oaks and gracious fountains, the Library 

connects via a wide plaza with Sid Richardson 

Hall, which houses the LBJ School of Public 

Affairs. 

The dedication was celebrated with a flair 

appropriate to the 36th president of the 

United States. Four thousand guests 

descended on Austin from around the world. 

There were writers, business leaders, foreign 

dignirnries, educators, entertainers, and Hill 

Country neighbors. Among them were repre­

sentatives of the American political scene from 

the New Deal to the Nixon Administration. 

ln a nationally televised ceremony the 

University of Texas, which built and 

continues to own the Library, turned it over 

to the federal government to operate. The 

nation had a new presidential librnry, 

containing the largest and most complete 

presidential collection assembled to that time. 

(left) President Johnson delivers 
his dedication speech. 

(below) The eight-story Johnson 
Library connects via a wide 
plaza with the LBJ School of 
Public Affairs. The complex is 
set on a green knoU overlooking 
the campus of The University 
of Texas. 



A Procession of History 

A World War I doughboy's uniform was 
part of the exhibit "The War to End All 
Wars." 

(above) Vi itors take a dose look at the 
Magna Carta, an exhibit that attracted 
record crowds. 

(bottom, left) The lifestyle of a century 
ago was portrayed in "U.S.A., th 1880s." 

(bottom, right) ports memorabilia were 
not overlookeJ in the special exhibit 
"The 1920s, the Decade That Roared." 

In addirion ro rhe permanenr exhibits, 

rhe Museum hosts a fascinaring proces,ion 

of rravcling and special exhibirs each year. 

The score, of rraveling exhibirs have 

brought some of rhe world's grearesr art 

and mosr imponam hisrorical documems 

ro the Museum: painrings by John Singer 

Sargenr, Thomas Eakin,, and Winslow 

Homer; sculprure by Jean Anroine 

Huudon, Augusrus Saint-Gauden., and 

Henry Moore; documents including the 

Mc1gna Cana, the Emanciparion ProclamZI­

rion, and Cornwallis' letter of surrender ro 

George Washington. 

The special exhibirs mounted by the 

Museum itself me sponsored by rhe Friends 

of rhe LBJ Library. The. e major exhibi­

tions are on view fur a minimum of six 

months and are complemented by relared 

public lenures and ocher special events. 

The Museum sraff brought rogether 

hisrorical ohjcns from across the counrrv to 

create special exhibits on World War I, 

"The W,1r ro End All Wars;" "The 1920,, 
the Decade thZit Roared;" and "U.S.A.: the 

188 s." 



• The Archives- Researc 

The Johnson presidential papers include 

interagency and staff memoranda and reports, 

cabinet studies, notes on telephone calls and 

meetings task force repom, daily diaries, and 

correspondence. These papers contain the 

resources for countless articles, boob. and 

dissertations. It i,; the mission of the Library's 

archivists to "open" the papers, a process that 

involves arrangement and review of each 

document. In accordance with President 

Johnson's deed of gift, papers which might 

embarra·s or harass living persons are not to 

be made availabl . While the majority of the 

Johnson presidential materials have been 

reviewed, only about one percent of this 

material has been closed. 

The one million security classified papers 

among the Library's holdings are another 

matter. Because they must undergo the 

cumbersome process of declassification by 

various federal agencies, only a small percent­

age of thcoc documents have been made 

available for study. It could be as long as 

thirty years before the "secret" stamp is 

removed from the bulk of these papers. Still, a 

researcher can request mandntory review for 

possible declassification of a specific document 

if it has been clas:;ified for ten or more year.. 

The documents covering President Johnson's 

life and career have received first priority in 

the review process: first the presidential, then 

the congressional, senatorial, and vice presi­

dential papers. The first papers opened for 

research were the presidential papers on civil 

rights and education. 

Besides the presidential material there are 

some ten million apers of government 

agencies and advisory boards as well as the 

personal papers of people a. sociated with the 

president during his public life. Included are 

(abO\'e left) Researcher. work in 
the reading room, 

(abo,·e right) Archi\ • t fill 
numerou document request 
for researchers each Ja •. 

(right) The recoilecti ns of 
people who knew Lyndon 
Johnson ar taperec rded and 
transcribed for the Oral History 
Project. 



Procedure for Researchers 
The first step for a researcher who At the Library, the archivist most 

wishes to use the collections of the familiar with the topic conducts an 
Johnson Library is to contact the orientation interview with the 
Library by phone (512-482-5137) or by researcher to explain Library 
mail (Lyndon Baines Johnson Library, procedures and discuss source· to 

2313 Red River Street, Austin, Texas, explore. The archivist also introduces 

78705) and inform the supervisory the researcher to the reading room 

archivist of the research topic. The facilities and finding aids. An 
researcher will then receive by mail or archivist is always on duty in the 

phone information on materials reading room to answer re earchers' 

available at the Library on that topic. questions. 

the papers of such figures as Drew Pearson, 

Ramsey Clark, John Gardner, Dean Rusk, 

and Wright Patman. Such documents add a 

unique breadth to the research opportunities 

here, and new papers ar a ·quir d each year. 

Tl e donation in 1979 of the D. B. Harde­

man Collection, 6,00 volume on the history 

of the United States Congress anJ American 

politics, provides the Library wirh an extensive 

and valuable record. In ·onjunction with the 

collection, the $1,500 0. B. Hardeman Award 

is presented biennially for the best book on 

the history and workings of Congress. 

Another invaluable research resource i: the 

Lyndon B. Johnson Oral Hisrory Projccr. The 

recollections of Lyndon Johnson's cabinel 

members, political opponents, and boyhood 

friends add warmth and personal detail to the 

documentary record. The Project was 

conducted by the University of Texas umd 

1974 when it was turned over ro he Library. 

T thi· point, interview have been taped with 

some 900 indi iduals who were involved with 

Lyndon Johnson's life ::ind career. 

Since 1974, fifteen to twemy scholars 

annually have received grants-in-aid to pursue 

research at he Johnson Library. The program 

is made possible by a grant from th M ody 

Foundation of Galveston through the Lyndon 

B. Johnson Foundation. As another means to 

facilitate research, the L.B.J.Foundation is 

sponsoring, with the help f the Rockwell 

Fund of Houston, rhe pu lication of a 

bibliograph on Lyndon Johnson. 



The Audiovisual and Photographic Archives 

Thl'. visual documentation of the Johnson 

year~ is an invaluable p;_irt of the LBJ Library 

collection. The audiovisual and photographic 

archives are compriseJ of more than 1,000 

historic films, 8,000 audio tapes, 4,000 hours 

of video tape, 100,000 still photos, and 

400,000 negatives. 

One of the major audiovisual holdings is the 

documentary motion picture record, month by 

month, of White House activities from 

summer of 1966 to January 1969. There are 

also 800 original capes of Lyndon Johnson's 

statements anJ speeches as president. Included 

c1re viJeo tapes of network coverage of maior 

addresses and press conferences. Researchers 

use specially equipped carrels to view requested 

capes and films. 

The huge still photo collection, which 

includes all the photographs raken by White 

House photographers during the Johnson 

administration as well as pre- and post­

presidential material, is also open to 

researchers. Each week the Library responds 

co numerous requests for prints from scholars, 

publishers, the media, and che public. 

The Library's Technical Services Division is 

responsible for reproducing audio and video 

wpes and still photographs for reference, for 

the preservation of audiovisual materials, for 

providing technical assi ·ta nee co researcher,, 

and for mziincaining the Museum's audioviwal 

exhibits. 

(above) Video tape is edited in 
the Technical Services Division lab. 

(right) Slides, being identified at 
the light table, are part of the 
audiovisual archives. 

(far right) A Library staff 
photographer records a special 
exhibit on film. 



(right) Helen Hayes and Mr . 
Johnson share the stage at the 
Tribute gala. 

(bottom) A volunteer docent 
guides school children through 
the exhibits. 

(below) Mrs. Johnson makes a 
point at a meeting of the LBJ 
Foundation board of directors. 

With the Help of Friends 

A number of Library anJ Museum activities 

not funded by the federal government are 

supported by the LBJ Foundation through the 

organization Fnends of the LBJ Library. 

One of the first projects made possible by 

the Friends was the production of a fullscale 

documentary film on Lyndon Johnson's life 

and career. Premiered in Austin May 22, [974, 

the fifty-minute documcnrary represents the 

distillation of some twenty-eight hours of 

choice film as well as hundreds of research 

hours. 'The Journey of Lyndon Johnson" is 

screened frequently at the Museum and is 

available upon request to school groups and 

organizations. "The First Lady: A Portrait of 

Lady Bird Johnson," a half-hour film 

completed in 1981, is shown daily in the First 

Lady Theater on the second floor of the 

Museum. 

"A National Tribute to Lady Bird Johnson" 

held at the Library December 11, 1977, 

culminated a drive to establish a permanent 

endowment for the Friends. The response 

from Texas and across the country was so 

great that the original goal was doubled and 

promptly met. 

Without the help of the FounJation or the 

Friends, the Lihrary could not remain, as 

President Johnson wished, the only presiden­

tial library with free admission. The Friends 

sponsor the symposia series, distinguished 

speakers, the Oral History Project, the 

publication program, grants-in-aid to scholars, 

guided tours, and a continual flow of special 

exhibits. 



A National Forum. 

le was ae ehe symposium "Equal Opporcuniey 

in ehe United Scaees," held ae ehe Library in 

Dt>cember 1G72, ehae President Johnson made 

nis lase public appearance. Here he maJe his 

final appeal in the cause which involved him 

so deeply: "!e's eime to leave aside ehc legalisms 

and euphemisms and eloquent evasions. [e's 

time we get Jown to the business of standing 

Black and White on equal ground." 

Civil rights is one of a number of the great 

issues of our eime th8t h8ve been explored 

through ehe LBJ Library Symposia Series. The 

Series, spomorcJ Jointly by the Library and 

the University of Tfxas, h;:is served as a 

national forum for the exchange of ideas on 

copies including edurntion, energy, urban 

affairs, the status of women, the ans, the 

pres, anJ the outlook for the 1980s. Seminar 

participams have incluJcd policymakers, philo­

sophers, scientist~, journalists, and ani ts of 

inecrnational renown. A number of symposia 

have been published in book form in 

cooperntion wieh the LBJ School of Public 

Affairs. 

The Oiseinguished Le curer~ Series, scab­

lisheJ in 1971 with a gram from the Moody 

Foundation, also bring, prominent ,rcakers to 

the Library each year. The Series was 

inaugurated wieh an addre,~ by British Prime 

Minister Harold \X/ilsun, and subsequent 

spe;ik rs have incluJcd Averl:'11 Harriman, 

Elliot Richardson, Sam Ervin, Dean Ru,k, 

Henry Kissinger, Clark Clifford, and Wilbur 

Cohen. 

Both the symposia and the lectures me free 

to the public, and thousands have artendeJ. 

(above) Barbara Jordan and 
Vernon Jordan confer with 
President J ho on at the 
sympo ium on civil rights, 
"Equal Opportunity in the 
United States." 

(left) Walter ronkite was one 
of the participants in the 
symposium, "The International 
Challenge of the 1980s." 



Such lt>cturers and symposia 
participants as Henry Kissinger, 
Beverly Sills, Dean Rusk, Gloria 
Steinem, Buckminster Fuller, 
and Hubert Humphrey 
regularly fill tht> Johnson 
Library auditorium to 
overflowing. 



A New Chapter 

From the beginning, this institution has 

operated in a spirit of growth and chonge 

which has mGdc it a unique asset in Texas 

and in the nation. More than ten years and 

six million visitors after the opening of the 

Johnson Library, came the time for a reevalua­

tion. A decade of sifting the documents and 

museum collections, of grappling with great 

issues through the symposiil series, of receiving 

the public ond serving scholarly researchers 

h:is lent perspective and made possible a 

shorper focus. The new and expanded exhibits 

opened in summer I 982 reflect a new depth of 

experience 011d present a more finely textured 

image of the man Lyndon Johnson and his 

times. 

Sponsored Jointly by the University of Texas 

and the LBJ Foundotion, the renovatio11s 

greatly expanded space for conferences, added 

an orientation theater, and doubled the 

amount of exhibit space. The new exhibits 

skillfully, often movingly, tell the story of 

Lyndon Johnson with the help of objects, 

documents, photographs, and film from 

Library collections. An introductory slide 

presentation in the new orientation theater is 

the visitor's first stop and establishes a 

background which makes the exhibits more 

meaningful. 

The tour begins with a view of Lyndon 

Johnson's early years: his Texas Hill Country 

heritage, the beginnings of his political career, 

his marri:ige to Lady Bird. In exhibits on the 

Senate years we sec the development of the 

most effective legislator of the twentieth 

century. Lyndon Johnson's art of personal 

persuilsion and his mastery of the parlia­

mentary system are illustr::ited through the 

written words and the voices of people who 

knew and worked with him. 

(top) Museum staff m mbcrs 
add the finishing t uches to a 
display. 

(right) The new exhibit on 
Vietnam shows the visitor the 
documents the president saw when 
he made his critical decisions. 
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(top) Guests at the opening of 
the new exhibits view the 
painting "Thirteen Americans" 
by Alfred Leslie. 

(left) A visitor takes a close look 
at a display on Lady Bird 
Johnson. 

It is possible to depict only the high points 

in the outpouring of legislation that represents 

the Great Society. Concentrating on civil 

rights, education, health, the War on Poverty, 

and conservation, displays show how these 

programs actually touched the lives of millions 

of Americans. 

We see Lady Bird Johnson as a woman who 

found herself center stage in history and took 

advantage of that situation to make her own 

contribution to national life. An assessment of 

the impact of her efforts on behalf of 

conservation and beautification reveals an 

enduring effect not only on the face of the 

nation, but on the attitude of Americans. 

Exhibits on foreign affairs view the Johnson 

foreign policy as a whole and focus in on the 

Vietnam War in an attempt to capture that 

experience as it unfolded to the president. We 

also view the Six Day War "when the peace of 

the world walked on a tightrope" through the 

eyes of the chief executive. 

Lyndon Johnson was a major force behind 

this nation's Space Program beginning in 1958 

with his chairmanship of the Senate -ommit­

tee on Aeronautical and Space Sciences. 

Displays track his involvement from the shock 

of Sputnik I through the American successes 

of the 19 Os. 

Upon the opening of the expanded exhibits, 

Mrs. Johnson borrowed from President 

Johnson's inaugural address to describe the 

process of" ... becoming, trying, probing, 

falling, resting, and trying again-but always 

trying and gaining," which has guided the 

development of the Library. "No contem­

porary library or museum can remain static," 

she said. "So tonight we set our pen to a new 

chapter." 
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