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5/19/93 MEMO FOR THE RECORD FROM Ret'd Prof. Paul F. Boller, Jr.: 

The following Presidents did not return the salutes of military 
personnel with ~alutes of their own: 

Harry S Truman 

Gerald R. Ford 

John F. Kennedy 

The following Presidents did return the salutes ... : 

Dwight D. Eisenhower 

Jimmy Carter 

Ronald Reagan 

George W. Bush 
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Soon after entering the White HOuie, Ro,; ,. I .. •• w ,. • , ,. . , 

1 
nald Reagan learned that ii was CUSiomary ,, ,, ~ J P&Ul Boller "·"" ' . . 
for men and WQmen in the armed forces to . ,. . ' . 

Ji~t the p~ident with a salute but-that ·'.}l;; ,\~l-rf-1;'.,f&;~! i;;,J;r:_:-\t_· ,· :--t·:'.,'.· .. -!J~;.­
~use the president was a civili~ he did· >;high-tan~ng rluli,tary _officials he ~ncpun-
;W salute in ret~rn. The tradition bothered ~I:~le!ed •. ~~ere!":J:~~-t. :.Eisenhowe_r, •• • like 

,r Rqagan. ... . ;·,. ; .. -;. ~-- • ,\ ffpeorge;:~a~~~gton., years before, appar-
..(pt.Uq think there ought to. be. a regulation ·! ~· ently quit saluting when he quit the army 
- tliit the president could return a salute," be .f.'; AAd became p~ident. . l· ., •~/(· , . 
.-.tol~ a Marine ·com~an~t,-"inas~uch as ),;;; r-~Whe,~ W~i~ 9~t9~ ~e ~dent 
-~He-·ls commander ID chief and ,civilian ·.\If~ few ~weeks ago,·-h~ .. contmued to. behave 
Pclothes are his uniform." ' . like a civilian at first, the way our earliest 
·-au0 Well," said the commandant amiabl)1, presidents bad ,done. ,,TI,len, possibly be­
-~ :'if,YOU did retW'Jl a, salute, I don't think cause one pronifnentjoutnalist chided him 
-~ne would say anything about it."~~--" for failing to returiitbe salutes of military 
J1~10ie little chat emboldened the former personnel, he decided to adopt President 
. 086ltywoodian~ From ~ moment .. he • • Re3P.D:s.~nC?Va~~ after all. But ~is per-

~n returning salutes with the precision formance had none of t~e impressive show­
afrtf dash of a professional, and, upon teav- biz panache tha~ Reagan brought to the act. 
inf 1the White House, be encouraged Ills : "Oxford University isn't the best place to 

f • 11&,Cessor to do the same. President George • learn American 'military habits," teased 
;_ Jlush happily obliged~ In January 1989, \Time magazin~/·:'Word is that President 
~ ~~en the.two men parted after Bush's inau- Clinton's sloppy salute is drawing winces : • 
~ .jural ceremony, they excJianged brisk mili- ·*om_ the Pentagoi;i.: Aides are subtly sug- ', 
1 ~salutpthatlooked•w~me9otelevi- gesti~gth~t_ht:wo~~nii.";,<- .. _ ,, : ~-+:? <, 
: $ion. (Apparently an ex-president may sa- . . 1 Cmton s mdes mipt better advtst the , • 
t )9t_, .too, in his capacity ~-~~mmander newpresident.thathe~oe~n'tn~t~reiun('. ~ . 

. t J!cluef.) \· . . .,,"3 1 + £ • /' . ,, ~utes; that, ID fact, it would be ~se! for f!~: 

• ~-p~f~eµ, Qeorge W'5hmgton and Thomas ~· ~1m to abandon them once for an. .fie is. to; 
. ):~erson see~ to have gotten along nicely t;be ;ure, co~an~e~ in _chief of ~ts. arined • 
.. ~J!iout salutmg when they •etc in the forces, as the C.Onstitut1on provtdes. but he : . 

. • / -~~dent's House. So did John Adams, f~r ,. . ,remains· a _!"Jvilian ~ th~ ~e B:Dd ~ im- i • 
. J.ll°'11s love of ceremony. Jaµies ;~dison -~ .. ~rtant symbol or a ~as1c pnnetple estab-

~entured_ into the fiel~ when hc'~presi--} ~. µsh.~J>y the Fou!l~mg Fathers: Jbe su­
~ . • It dunng the War of 1812 (and was al-·~ iPremacy of the ci~an branch <¥&ovem- tl 
~ -~ t captured by the Bri_tish), ~ut lie did no 

1 
' ment over the military. In an age·in which • 

• . ting while inspecting the~troops. Nei- --{he r,entagon plays so influential a role in ~ 
' jJIB c;lid:Abfihain Lincoln when he visited O ~encan lifep.1it:is 'more important than 1 

--op_·._ .o~_~e/orts._ d. ~ending W~hingto~ dur- • ever befo!'C7"'it ~ms to me! for the ~resi- • t1 

. . e Civil 'War (and almost got himself den~ by bis behavtor to remmd Amencans 
~ '"'. .. _ .. -· W~;W~n di~ lio saluting,·,, ofwhat.~ide~! Eisenho~er ~ed "the,.· • 
~: .. ; .. as·lmow. dunng World War I nor.-• necessary Jnd )Vise subordination of the 
':fitfnklin R99_,.evelt during World War II. ·militarytocivilpower.'". •• . .. ',. \ -- --
• ~.Truman did plenty of saluting when;1~ ,:,:. .• . ~- ,; .. . .,/ 
.; -•~ in the army during World War t;but N c:., ~ '1taal r. Bo~r .Jr. of Port Womla .... n&aa 1 

.. wfia he visited West Point (celebrating its - .profe110r of Jmtory at Tau Clarlatlu Ulli- j 
', bic:Aten'.nial) in 1952 • i~ever occ rred t L"Tenlty.lDl_iadaeaadao~of Pnaiden\WAaec-I 

1 ! • • ' u O d.otN, Prelidendal Campaipa and Pt.Iden-
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□o 
Department of History 

TEXAS CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 
P. 0. Box 32888 

Fort Worth, Texas 76129 
817-921-7288 

May 18, 1993 
Tina Houston 
Supervisor, Archives 
LBJ LibrEJ,ry 
Austin, Texas 78705 

Dear Ms. Houston: 

I appreciated your call. 

~'·Here is the column I wrote on presidential salutes 

for the Fort Worth Star Telegram. When I wrote it, I 

took Ronald Reagan at his word that his predecessors in 

the White House had not returned military salutes in 

kind. I turned out to be wrong in my reference to 

Eisenhower, for as I told you over the ppone Ike and 

Carter both did execute salutes. But JFK didn't~ nor 

did Ford. Someone told me that Calvin Coolidge re­

turned salutes when he was President, but I find this 

hard to believe. 

Sincerely, 

Paul F. Boller, Jr. 

5lD·1J 



March 19, 1993 

To: TLH 

From: EPS 

Re: Oral reference request, Did LBJ salute military 
personnel? 

I have gone through the entire "Armed Forces" category of 
the WH photo card file index, which co.ntains several hundred 
cards with images of LBJ interacting with service personnel, 
often during his visits to military bases. 

I did not find even a single instance of LBJ saluting, while 
there were shots in which other people in the frame are 
saluting when LBJ is not (xeroxed examples attached). 
Clearly it was his practice not to salute the colors, but to 
place his hand (or his hat) over his heart instead; that 
suggests that he did not salute military personnel either. 

Conclusion: It was definitely not LBJ's custom to salute, 
and I found no evidence that he did so, even very rarely. 
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