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PROCESSING NOTE: 

The following post-it note was originally attached to the letter from Salas to Mangan, dated June 

5. We have removed the note for preservation purposes. 

Jennifer Cuddeback 

12/20/22 
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Message Page 1 of 1 

. Central Stand 
~-jmaccormack@express-news.net 

ManganJW@aol.com 

I stand corrected and owe you credit. I read about Salas' coming clean in a much later story that did not specify 
the circumstances. Thanks for straightening me out. JXM 

-----Original Message----
From: ManganJW@aol.com [mailto:ManganJW@aol.com] 
sent: Monday, April 05, 2004 3:12 PM 
To: MacCormack, John 
SUbject: LBJ vote fraud 

As the AP reporter who broke the Luis Salas disclosure in 1977 that he had added 200 names (written in 
green ink!) in Jim Wells country to give the U.S. Senate primary election to LBJ, I need to point out a 
couple of facts. One, Salas did not "tell reporters" about the fraud. He revealed it privately to me after more 
than a year of stalling. He finally decided to talk after learning that he had cancer (It turned out later that he 
did not have it). The story broke for Sunday papers as an AP exclusive. Also, it is incorrect to say the 
election result withstood the federal legal challenge. The inquiry into the alleged fraud, held in Corpus 
Christi, was halted peremptorily by Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black before it had been completed. If it 
had been completed, who knows how history would have been affected? 

Best wishes. Jim Mangan. 

--·----
This e-mail message is intended only for the personal use of the recipient(s) named above. If you are not an 
intended recipient, you may not review, copy or distribute this message. If you have received this communication 
in error. please notify the San Antonio Express-News Help Desk (helpdesk@express-news.net) immediately by e­
mail and delete the original message. 

Monday, April 05, 2004 America Online: ManganJW 
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Subj: Ronald Steel book review 
Date: 06/20/2002 1 :42:25 PM Central Daylight Time 
From: ManganJW 
To: Letters®theatlantic.com 

Reading Ronald Steel's relentless blasting of Robert Caro's latest book on the life of LBJ (July/August 
Atlantic) I was disturbed by Steel's lack of knowledge regarding LBJ's theft of the 1948 Texas Democratic 
Primary. Steel reports Caro's claim that LBJ "stole" the election from Coke Stevenson, and says no proof was 
offered. Assuming Steel was old enough to read newspapers in 1977, he should have known that on July 31 
of that year every major US daily front-paged the revelation from Luis Salas, the election judge in Jim Wells 
County, that the election was indeed stolen. Fearful of dying of cancer, and pressed by an Associated Press 
reporter (me) to clear up the matter for history, Salas confessed: "I know exactly how it was done." He said 
he and a colleague, on the orders of political boss George Parr, added 202 votes to Johnson's total from Box 
13, giving LBJ a statewide winning margin of 87. They listed the fraudulent names in green ink and in 
alphabetical order, a dead giveaway if the ensuing investigation into the election had ever been concluded. It 
was halted by Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black, thus giving LBJ the victory. 

James Mangan 
San Antonio, TX. 

Wednesday, July 17, 2002 America Online: ManganJW 



St,, Jtw Uork limt• 

Mr. Louis Boccardi 
Executive Editor 
Associated Press 
50 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, N. Y. 10020 

Dear Lou: 

.>7.IW£S1113SlnCF.I 
NEW YORK N 'f. 100.lfi 

August 2, 1977 

I'd like to thank you---and through you, Jim Mangan 
of your Dallas Bureau---for the excellent Lyndon Johnson 
story last Sunday. It was enterprise reporting of the 
highest order and an important footnote to history. "ansan 
deserved a byline, and I'm sorry we did not give him one. 

Best regards. 

DRJ:zps 
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'48 Senate electio1 

for LBJ, ex-vo~e j 

GEORGE PARR 

STEVENSON 

BLACK 

By JAMES W. MANGAN 
Associated Press Writer 

ALICE (AP) - A former Texas voting 
official seeking "peace of mind" says he 
certified enough fictitious ballots to steal 
an election 29 years ago and launch Lyn. 
don Johnson on a path that led to the 
presidency. 

The statement comes from Luis Salas, 
who was the election judge for Jim Wells 
County's notorious Box 13, which pro­
duced just enough votes in the 1948 Texas 
Democratic primary runoff to give John­
son the nomination - then tantamount to 
election - to the U.S. Senate. 

"Johnson did not win that election; it 
was stolen for him. And I know exactly 
how it was done," said Salas, now a lean, 
white-haired man of 76. He was then a 
swarthy 21(};.pound political henchman 
with absolute say over vote counts in his 
South Texas precinct. 

The controversy over that runoff elec­
tion ha.s been a subject of tantalizing 
conjecture for nearly three decades, ever 
since U.S. Supreme Court Justice Hugo 
Black abruptly halted an investigation. 
But the principals have been silent. 
George B. Parr, the South Texas politi­
c al boss whom Salas served for a dec­
ade, shot himself to death in April 1975. 
Johnson is dead and so is his opponent. 
Salas, retired from his railroad telegra­
pher's job, is aittong the few living per­
sons. with direct knowledge of the 
election. 

Johnson's widow, Lady Bird, was told 
of Salas' statements and said through a 
spOkeswoman that "~he knows no more 
about the details of the 1948 election 
other than that charges were made at 
the time, carried through several courts 
and finally to a justice at the Suprl!me 
Court." 

The Associated Press interviewed 
Salas frequently during the past three 
years, seeking answers to questions 
which, save for rumors,. were left unan­
swered. Only recently did Salas agree to 
tell his full version of what happened. In 
his soft Spanish accent, Salas said he de­
cided to break his silence in quest or 
"pea pf mind and to reveal to the peo­
ple the 'corruption of politi<'.!s. '' 

Salas says now that he lied during an 
aborted investigation of the election in 

'' 1948, when he testified that the vote 
count was proper and aboveboard . 

He told the AP that Parr ordered that 
200-odd votes be added to Johnson's total 
from Box 13. Salas said he saw the 
fraudulent votes added in alphabetical 
order and. then certified them as authen-
tic on orders from Parr. 

LBJ, Lady Bird check vo 

The AP interviewed everyone connect­
ed with the case still alive to corroborate 
Salas' story, One man who got a brief 
look at the Box 13 vote tally in the origi­
nal investigation was former FBI agent 
T. Kellis Dibrell, who confirmed Salas' 
statement that the last 200 votes were in 
alphabetical order. 

"It ~tuclt out like a sore thumb," Sl\id 
Dibrell. "Also, the last 202 names were 
made with the same colored ink, and ·tn 
the same handwriting, whereas tlie earli­
er names in the poll list were written by 
different individuals and in different 
color inks." • 

The final statewide count gave John­
son an 87-vote margin in a total tally ap­
proaching 1 million and earned him the 
tongue-in-cheek nickname, "Landslide 
Lyndon." 
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,te results in 1948 pho'to 
- AP Wirephoto 

Here is how Box 13 generated the haze 
af sus~icion Johnson never quite 
dispelled: 

In the Texas of the 1940s, the Demo­
cratic nominee was the sure winner in 
any statewide general election. Any 
battles were fought in the party, and if 
they pad to be settled in an election, it 

as.,r Pt'imary that counted. { 
Texas Democrats were split in 1948. 

ohnson, .'then 39, was a brash 6-foot-3 
congressman, representing "new" Demo­
crats in his bid for the U.S. Sl'!nate. His 
opponent was Coke R. Stevenson - 60 
years old, six feet tall, three times Texas 
governor, never beaten and the candi­
~ate of the "old" wing of the party. 

In the July primary, Stevenson polled 
l77,077 vote!! to 405,617 for Johnson. But a 
third candidate, George Petty, siphoned 

f 

off enough votes to deny Stevenson a 
majority. That forced a runoff between 
Stevenson and Johnson, set· for Aug. 28, 
1948. 

Stevenson, known as "Calculating 
Coke," didn't stay in Texas to campaign 
during the next month, but went to 
Washington, looking, it was said, for a 
place to live after the general election. 

Johnson spent the month campaigning 
intensely. 

One of the places Johnson went stump. 
ing was the hot, fiat brush country of 
South Texas - George B. Parr country, 
where the Mexican-American vote seem­
ed always to come in a bloc. 

The power had passed to Parr from. 
his father, Archie, a state senator who 
had sided with Mexican-Americans in a 
1912 battle with Anglos over political 
control in Duval County. The younger 
Parr was known as the "Duke of Duval," 

Salas said he was Parr's right-hand 
man in Jim Wells County from 1940 to 
1950, but quit over Parr's failure to sup­
port a fellow Mexican-American who had 
been charged with murder. 

"We had the law to ourselves there,'! 
Salas said. "It was a lawless son-of-a­
bitch. We had iron control. If a man was 
opposed to us, we'd put him out of busi­
ness. Parr was the Godfather. He had 
life or death control. 

"We could tell any election judge: 
'Give us 80 per cent of the vote, the other 
guy 20 per cent.' We had it made in 
every election." 

The night of the runoff, Jim Wells 
County's vote was wired to the Texas 
Election Bureau, th1! unofficial tabulat­
ing agency: Johnson 1,786, Stevenson 769. 

Three days after the runoff, with 
Stevenson narrowly leading and the see­
saw count nearly complete, Salas said, a 
meeting was called in Parr's office 10 
miles from Alice. Salas said he met with 
George B. Parr; Johnson; Ed Lloyd; a 
Jim Wells County Democratic ExecutIVe 
Committee member, and Bruce Ains­
wortq, an Alice city commissioner. Lloyd 
a_nd Ainsworth, like Johnson and Parr, 
now are dead. 

Salas told The AP: 
"Lyncl!>n Johnson said; 'If I can get 

200 more votes, I've· got it won.' 
"Parr said to me in Spanish: 'We need 

to win this election. I want you to add 
those 200 votes.' I had already turned in 
my poll and tally sheets to Givens Parr, 
George's brother. 

"I told Parr in Spanish: 'I don't give a 
damn if Johnson wins.' 

"Parr then said: 'Well, for sure you're 

Please see '48 election/page 3A 
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Top picture shows Luis Salas about the time he 
presided over Bo,x 13 in controversial runoff. 
election for Democratic Senate nomination in 
1948. Picture below shows Salas as he looks 
now. - AP Wirep~otos 
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opponen as CoRe R. S evenson - 60 
years old, six feet tall, three times Texas 
governor, never beaten and the candi-
ate of the *old" Wing of the party. 
In the Jwy primary, Stevenson polled 

m,077 votes to 405,617 for Johnson. But a 
thittf candi'date, George Petty, siphoned 
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"I told Parr in Spani.$h: 'I don't give a 
damn if Johnson wins.' 

"Parr then said: 'Well, for sure you're 
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ALICE (AP) - "Sometimes I 
wonder why I didn't get the electric 
chair," said Luis 8alas, gently shak­
ing his head as he recalled his fears 
as a henchman of George B. Parr, 
the late South Texas political 
strongman. 

Now 76 and long retired from his 
telegrapher's job with the Texas­
Mexican Railroad, Salas lives quiet­
ly With his wife. His two daughters 
-and son are married and have their 
own families. 

Salas reportedly now lives in the 
Houston area. 

Lean and white-haired, Salas 
seems to feel his age. In his prime, 
he was a tough 210 pounds, packed 
a pistol and was ready for anything. 

His decade with Patt, controlling• 
the vote count from Box 13 in Alice, 
followed an exciting period in Mexi­
co where he.rode with the revolu­
tionary hero Pancho Villa. 

Salas, born in Durango, Mexico, 
left school after the fourth grade. 
His first job was on a farm. In 1913 
when he was 12 he was hired by the 
National Railr:oad of Mexico to 
learn telegraphy, 

"When Pancho Villa came 
through Durango, I followed him for 
about 2½ years. He had a huge 
force of about 25,000 men that 
moved by train and horseback. I 
would send messages for Villa's 
army." 

Salas left Mexico in 1924, at his 

father's urgirtg, to help relatives in 
Laredo. He got a warehouseman's 
job there with the railroad. Two 
years later he moved here as a 
telegrapher. 

His interest in politics came after 
a dispute with Sheriff Charlie Price 
of Jim Wells County. 

"Price cussed me out as a lousy 
Mexican and tried to kill me but 
was stopped. Price tried to force me 
to leave Alice. I told him he had the 
upper hand now but I would have 
my revenge." 

In 1940, a party was fortned to op­
pose Price and others. When Salas 
got his citi'zenship that year he join­
ed. ''I met with George B. Parr in 
his San Diego office. Parr told me: 
'If you help us I can guarantee we 
will get rid of Charlie Price.' I said 
OK." 

That began a relationship that 
lasted 10 years. "I had lots of. 
power," Salas said. "I was a police­
man at one time and later a deputy 
sheriff. Really I was a troubleshoot• 
er for Parr.'' 

Salas and Parr split in 1950 after 
Sam Smithwick, a Mexican deputy 
sheriff, was jailed on a charge of 
murdering a radi~ news reporter. 

"I asked George B. what he was 
going to do to help Sam. He told me 
he could do nothing since Sam had 
killed an Anglo. I asked him if the 
victim had been a Mexican could he 
do something? Parr said he thought 

he could because an Anglo and a 
Mexican were two different things. 

That was enough for me. I was 
through with Parr from then on." 

Looking back, Salas wonders at 
Parr's power over Mexican-Ameri­
cans. "Why do people follow like 
sheep? We all did it." 

In 1974, when the Associated 
Press began an investigation into 
Box 13, Salas was still in Alice and 
in the phone book. 

The probe opened with a knock 
on the door of his small, frame 
house. 

Although 26 years had passed 
since the controversial election • 
Salas said he had no intention of 
telling anybody anything. 

But over the years - as princi: 
pals in the case died - Salas be­
came more willing to talk. The AP 
conducted at least a dozen inter­
views with Salas during the three 
years since the first contact and 
also interviewed all others connect­
ed with the case and still alive . 

The result was Salas' startling 
account of how a few men in a 
small south Texas town manipulat­
ed history. 

Does Salas feel -better after dis­
cussing Box 13? ''I don't have much 
time left to live. Yes, I feel better 
that I told the story." 
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targets at extreme range, whether 4,000 
yards for a TOW antitank missile, 400 
miles for a Tomahawk shipkiller, or 2,000 
miles for a submarine-launched nuclear­
tipped Cruise missile. 

This new accuracy, the single-round 
kili resulting from what are called 
"precision-guided munitions" (PGM), is 
the greatest advance in warfare since 
the development of rifling. 

But heightened accuracy alone is not 
the whole story. Other changes now tak­
ing place, for example, eliminate night 
on the battlefield. 

Anything that can be accurately plot­
ted on a map can .be hit by weapons to 
which darkness means nothing. 

Lethal minefields can be precision-laid 

at long range by artillery shells, While 
enemy mines can be precision-detonated 
by rocket-launched charges. New ammu­
nition can drill through any conventional 
armor now made. At least one new 
explosive can generate the blast and 
pressure effects of most tactical nuclear 
weapons. 

These are some but by no means all 
the startling developments in military 
technology which are already here. Un­
like nuclear weapons, there is no uncer­
tainty as to whether they will be used 
when combat comes. No planner can ig­
nore their implications for the next 
round. 

These new weapons and techniques 
call for near-total reorganization of the 

armament, tactics and structure of the 
U.S. armed forces. 

They also raise disturbing questions: 
What will be. the effect of the new tech­
nologies on big expensive advan.ced air­
craft like the embattled B-1 or F-14? On 
new model battle tanks? On big aircraft 
carriers and surface warships generaUY? 
Will today's balance between offense a.D4 
defense, dating from World War II, tilt 
back toward the defense? 

The heart of it all, from which the 
above and many other questions and 
implications stem, lies in the interaction 
of three elements, all or which are now 
making or already have made major 

Please see ff/page 3A 
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'48 election stolen for. LBJ, ex-vote judge·says 
From page1 

oing to certify what we do.• 
"I told him I would, because I didn't 

ant anybody to think I'm not backing 
my party. I said I would be with the 
y to the end. After Parr and I talked 

Spanish, Parr told Johnson 200 votes 
ould be added. When I left, Johnson 
ew we were going to take care of the 

tuation." 
Salas said he saw two men add the 
mes to the list of voters, about 9 o'-

ock at night, in the Adams Building in 
·ce. He said the two were just follow­
g orders and he would not identify 
em. 
The AP interview then produced this 

, change: 

Cl) When you told Parr you would 
ertify the votes, be said he would get 
meone else to actually add the names? 
A) Yeah. And I actually saw them do 

. I was right there when they added the 
mes. 
Q) Were all 200 names in the same 
ndwriting? 
A) Oh, yeah. They all came from the 

oll taxes, I mean, from the poll tax 
eet. 
Cl) But some were dead? 
A) No one was dead. tlley just didn't 

ote. 
Q) So you voted them! 
A) They voted them. 
Q) You certified? 
A) I certified. So did the Democratic 

ounty chairman. I kept my word to be 
, yal to my party. 

Cl) Had some of those names already 
oted? 

A) No, they didn't vote in that elec­
lOn: They added 'em. 'They made a mis­

e of doing it alphabetl~y. 
Q) They added them al!Wlabetically, as 

~s>ugh they had walked in to vote 
mhabeticallY.? 

changed figures as approved by the co1 
mitt~. Usually, there's only a few vpt 
difference from the unofficial electi, 
night figures; this time there was 
tremendous change." DuBose dispatch, 

Lawyer calls LBJ story 'impossible' 
the new figw:es to the Election Bureau 
Dallas. 

Salas said that in a book he is writiJ 
about the entire Box 13 episode, he wou 
name the persons who actually wro 
down the 202 additional names. 

RAEBURN NORRIS 

By FRANCES VICTORY 
Peai Reponer 

A Houston lawyer who said he 
represented South Texas election offi­
cia1s in a hearing over alleged ficti­
tious ballots in Box 13 said Saturday 
he does not believe allegations Lyn­
don Johnson plotted to steal a 1948 
election. 

"I don't know anything about Luis 
Salas adding 200 votes," said Raebum 
Norris, 61. "I think it was impossi­
ble," he said when asked about a 
statement by Salas, who was county 
election judge, that he watched while 
two men added 202 names to the list 
of voters. 

Why? "Because I was there when 
everything occurred," said Norris, 
who said he and then Alice attorney 
Gilbert Sharpe represented Salas and 
other Jim Wells County Democratic 

out. He made a speech, saying Stevenson early October, and one name or the other 
"issued a statement inferring that the had to be included. 
count)''s vote was for sale. It he had evi- Instead, Stevenson went to federal 
dence to that effect in those ears when court in Fort Worth. On Sept. 14, Judge. 
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election officials in bearings over the 
incident which launched LBJ's politi­
cal career. 

Sharpe, retired as a judge on the 
state Court of Civil Appeals in Corpus 
Christi, now lives 1n Brownsville. He 
was unavailable for comment late­
Saturday. 

Asked why Salas, who is now 76, 
should lie about the votes, Norris 
said, "I don't know. It's a mystery to 
me that be would be saying something 
like that .... " 

Norris denied Salas was under 
pressure from South Texas political 
boss George B. Parr and other party 
officials to lie at a federal bearing on 
the matter. 

"He wasn't under pressure from 
anybody I know of," said Norris. "He 
testified in an open hearing." 

Norris said Salas never told him of 
any voting ~gularities and he be-

to a party and parked my car outside. 
Somebody stole them (the lists) while I 
was inside." 

Salas told the AP, "That's what I said 
w-D iurl anino Aln'fto urith mv 

lieved Salas was telling the truth 
when be denied them. 

Furthermore, Norris said, he does 
not believe Johnson was in Alice or 
nearby when an alleged meeting took 
place in Parr's office a few days after 
the primary. At the meeting, Johnson, 
according to Salas, said he needed 200 
votes to win the Democratic nomina­
tion for the U.S. Senate against Coke 
Stevenson. 

"Alice is a small community, not 
like Houston. If Lyndon Johnson had 
been there, I think I would have 
known it," Norris said. 

Norris, who practiced law in Alice 
from 1945 to 1960, said he was active 
in the Democratic party while there. 
He was a judge on the 79th Judicial 
District Court in Alice in 1950 during 
the illness of a regular judge and was 
later a district attorney there for two 
years. 

Salas explained that regardless of he 
the ballots were marked, he called the 
on election night for ·whichever candida 
be wanted. "I could have given Steve 
son whatever I wanted. I should ha 1 

given him oniy four votes." 
Jim Holmgreen, now a mortician 

Alice, worked as a poll watcher in Box 
during the. runoff balloting. He said in 
recent interview: 

'• I saw more votes stolen for Lynd, 
Johnson than Johnson won the elect11 
by. A ballot would be pulled from the b 
marked for Stevenson but would be ca 
ed. out for Johnson. I knpw because 
watched and saw it." 

Although there had been a writ 
mandamus issued stipulating t~at po 
watchers be. permitted full access to tl 
balloting process, it wa~ ignored, Sal: 
told the AP. "I just ordered them to 
sit in a corner and keep out of the way. 

Holmgreen said he tried to look ov 
shoulders to see how the ballots we1 
marked. "A police officer seemeq to ju 
grow out of the ground and next thing 
knew he took me to the city jail and Joe 
ed me in a cell, on the orders of i,u 
Salas," Holmgreen said. 

Asked about his testimony in t 
aborted Alice hearing, Salas said: 

"I was in the middle when they sto 
ped the investigation. But, you kno1 

they had all the election clerks subpoen 
ed. But I was gonna ... if they started 

quoted former Texas Gov. ·Jimmy Allred implicate my clerks, I.wouldn't let 'em. 
as summ;n., up the Box 13 dispute this would just tell the truth." 

~-e. To save the clerks? 
way: "Well, Lyndon's backers thought i•tiamn right. But it never got to. th 
Coke Stevenson had stolen the 1941 elec- int. Black stop it." 
nnn in li'., .. :t 'T'ov~. ~ nrl thPV dirln' see-.&.--- -------



ke· of doing it alpbabeti~. 
Q) They added them al,ri&betically, as 
,ough they. bad walked in to vote 
pbabetically? 
A) Yeali, that's what I told George B., 
1d he wouldn't listen to me. I said: 
ook at the A, you add 10 or 12 names 
that letter. Why don't you change it 
the other, C or D or X, mix 'em up!' 

!Orge said, ."!bat's all right.' George 
lS stubborn. 'He would not listen to any. 
dy. But It was stupid. They went to the 
,u tax list and got those names. For in-
1nce, on the A they got 10 or 12 names. 
Q) People who bad not voted! 
A) That's right. They went on the B 
e same way, until they complete 200, 
,d I told George, 'That's wrong.' 
Q) While they were doing it you told 
m? 
A) Yeah, and he said: 'It's OK.' 
Q) They should have changed the 
ndwrlttng? 
A) How! Only two guys? How they 
µJg to change it? The lawyers spotted 

ht away, they sure did. 

~al.as said be remembers the first 
e added to the poll Uat was that of 

:s. Miguel Acero, followed by the name 
Miguel Acero. "We also added Hector 
rda. He was against our party and we 
ted him for Johnson. Cerda was in 
ngsville (about 25 miles away) on elec­
n day. Cerda was mad as hell.'' 
Six days after the runoff, on Sept. 3, a 
!Ond telegram to the election bureau 
anged Jim Wells County's vote: John-
11,988, Stevenson 770. 
Johnson had gained 202 VQtes; Steven­
n 1. They came from Box 13, the 
ixican-American precinct in Alice, 
11trolled by Luis Salas. 
The next day, the official statewide 
te canvass gave Johnson 494,191 and 
!Venson 494,104. Box 13 gave Johnson 
~edge. 
Stevenson protested, claiming the 202 
tmson votes from Box 13 were added 
er the polls closed. There was more 
m ·a touch of irony in the complaint. 
las said Stevenson himself bad recelv­
one-sided votes from· Parr's area of 

ith Texas in his gubernatorial cam­
igns. "Mr. Stevenson was on our side 
m," Salas said. "I told him after John­
t was called the Winner, 'You're mad 
is time because the votes didn't go 
K' way as they did before."' 
Johnson lost no time in pointing this 

out. He made a speech, saying Stevenson 
"issued a statement inferring that the 
count)''s vote was for sale. If he bad evi­
dence to that effect in those years when 
be received ~e vote, it was his duty to 
present the evidence to a grand Jury. If 
be has the evidence today, it is still his 
duty. I know that I did not buy anybody's 
vote.'' 

Thirteen days after the runoff election, 
on Sept. 10, Stevenson went to Alice. His 
party included former Texas Ranger 
Frank Hamer, a respected and feared 
lawman wboee exploits included a role in 
the 1934 ambush slaying of desperadoes 
Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow, and 
fonner FBI agent T. Kellis Dibrell. They 
demanded the Box 13 poll and tally lists. 
The poll list records names of individuals 
as they sign in to vote; the tally list 
gives the total votes cast. 

B.F. "Tom" Donald, secretary of the 
Jim Wells County Democratic Executive 
Committee, produced a copy of the poll 
list, but, Dibrell said, snatched It away 
when Dibrell began to copy names from 
It. "We didn't have a court order or any­
thing and legally there was not.bing we 
could do about Jt,'• Dibrell said. 

Dibrell told Tot: AP recently that the 
brief look confirmed a suspicion that the 
last 202 names were in alphabetical 
order. "It stuck out like a sore thumb. 
Also, the last 2D2 names were made with 
the same colored ink, and In the same 
handwriting, whereas the earlier names 
in the poll list were written by different 
individuals and in different color inks," 
Dibrell said. 

Donald, reached at his home In Alice, 
said: "I'm old and retired. I don't want 
to talk about it. I bate to be rude, but I 
don't want to be bothered. If I gave an 
Interview, what would you pay me?" 

The chairman of the Jim Wells County 
Democratic Executive Committee in 1948 
was Clarence· Martens, now an oilman in 
Laredo. He told the AP his committee 
met after the election and routinely 
certified the results. "l did not actually 
see the poll and tally llsts for the pre­
cincts. Once the total was certified by 
the committee, it was over as far as I 
was concerned. I heard rumors after­
ward, of course." 

Stevenson decided against suing in 
state court. Dibrell said a judge support­
ed by Parr would have presided. Also, 
time was short. Ballots for the November 
general election had to be printed in 

early October, and one name or Hie offier 
had to be Included. 

Instead, Stevenson went to federal 
court in Fort Worth. On Sept. 14, Judge. 
T. Whitfield Davidson signed a tempo­
rary restraining order forbidding certi­
fication of Johnson as the Democratic 
nominee. 

On Sept. 21, Judge Davidson opened a 
hearing on his order with a surprise sug­
gestion that both names be placed on the 
ballot. "In other words, let the people of 
Texas decide the Winner, he suggested." 

Stevenson agreed Immediately. John­
son refused. 

The hearing lasted two days, but none 
of the witnesses testified to the key 
allegation that the last 202 names on the 
Box 13 list were in alphabetical order. 
The judge ordered an on-the-spot investi­
gation of voting in Jim Wells County. 

When that inquiry began, on Sept. zt, 
reporters from around the country 
showed up In Alice. By then It was na­
tional news. 'lbat same day, In Washing­
ton, U. S. Supteme Court Justice Hugo 
Black agreed to hear Jol1nson's petition 
to lift the injunction. Johnson's attorney 
was Abe Fortas, In later years a Johnson 
appointee to the high court. 

Stevenson was in Alice that day; John­
son was on President Harry S. Truman's 
campaign train elsewhere in Texas. Dur­
ing a campaign stop in Temple, Truman 
brought Johnson to his side and publicly 
endorsed him as the next senator from 
Texas. Also on the train at San Antonio 
that day, according to Salas, were 
George B. Parr, who had received a 
presidential pardon from Truman in 1946 
after serving nine months on an income 
tax conviction, and executive committee­
man Lloyd. 

Salas told the AP be was summoned 
the next day by Lloyd and told: "Luis; 
everything is all right. We talked to 
Truman on the train. Don't worry about 
the investigation." 

At the hearing, Salas, as the election 
judge, was subpoenaed. He testified: "I 
went to see Mr. Donald on the night of 
Sept. 14. I bprrowed Ms poll and tally 
lists. I wanted to compare his lists with 
mine. They tallied, the election was 
level." 

"Where are those lists now, Mr. 
Salas?" a Stevenson lawyer asked. 

"Well," Salas testified, "I put my lists 
and the ones I got from Mr. Donald in 
the glove compartment of my car. I went 

to a party arra parkea my c-ar outstae. quoted rormer Texas uov. ·Jimmy JWreQ 

Somebody stole them (the lists) while I as summing up the Box 13 dispute this 
was inside." way: "Well, Lyndon's backers thought 

Salas told the AP, "That's what I said Coke Stevenson bad stolen the 1941 elec­
but I lied. I was just going along with my tion in East Texas and they didn't see 
party. I was told by Ed Lloyd what to anything wrong with doing the same for 
say." their candidat~ in 1_948." 

The bearing ended abruptly two days -
later, on Sept. 29. Justice Black, in an 
order be dated himself in longhand, void­
ed the temporary injunction against put­
ting Johnson's riame on the ballot. Black 
said "it would be a serious ~ak with 
the past" for a federal court'to deter­
mine an election contest. 

Salas speaks with wonderment about 
the bizarre events In South Texas in the 
1941g_ 

"Sometimes I wonder why I didn't get 
the electric chair," he commented at one 
point. 

Stevenson had lost; Johnson bad won. "It was awful what we did. T)le 
The Box 13 ballot box was opened in 'Godfather' book was fiction; what we 

did was real." court just as the hearing was ended. 
Subsequently, the ballots were destroyed "I did plenty wrong, and I repent now. 
as prescribed by law, and the poll and I also did plenty of good .. Lils~. say., a 
tally ~ts vanished. Dl4n's wife is sick. I w1>ukl say to llirn; 

Salas said he was convinced that if the 'Go to the drugstare and get medicine.'· I 
investigation bad been allowed to contin- would tell the drugstore to give him the 
ue, the vote fraud would have been medicine and charge the bill to me. Parr 
revealed. would pay It. Ali that kind of stuff, you 

Salas said be felt sorry for Stevenson. know. Funerals. I would tell the tuneral 
"He won that election, he sure did. But home: 'Go anead and bury them, and 
our machinery was too tough for bim.,. _ charge Parr.' 

Shortly before bl& death in 1975, "lt was a way of life to tllreaun 
Stevenson told a reporter: "I remember people. 
that we have bad for years the calcula- ••1 carried a gun all the time. Oh, I tell 
tion that Box 13 deals only with 200 you, we bad real power. I changed three 
votes, but they actually stole 50,000 chiefs of police in Alice in less than three 
votes." . years. I would just tell George B. ~ 'I 

Stevenson said be felt the Johnson- don't like that guy, he's against our ~ 
Parr forces had called in. the Mexican- pie. Get him out.' And he sure did. 
American vote from San Antonio to El -
Paso, and south to Brownsville, A check "That's the way it was. I would go 
of the voting records for this predorni- into a saloon, 10 or 15 men drinking 
nantly Mexican-American area did show there, and I would say: 'The berer's on 
Johnson doing dramatically better in the me.' Sometimes I'd stay two or three 
runoff.election than in the primary. hours, spend ~$40 every place I go. I 

For example, in Bexar County, where would just sign my name, and the saloon 
San Antonio-is located, Stevenson receiv- would collect off George B. Parr. 
ed 23,4n votes in th~ primary, but lost ~•Parr also told me not to worry about 
nearly 8,000, reducing his total to 15,511, spending. He said I should spend -all I 
in the runoff. Johnson received 11,994 in wanted.on the elections, and I diil. He 
the primary and increased his vote by said the money came from Austlri; all 
nearly 4,000, to 15,610, in the runoff. _ those places.'' 

Eventually, Parr lost his power base, . . 
and federal investigators obtained an in- Cliff DuBose, an employe of the Alic:e 
diotment on new income tax charges, Ne~s who w3:s t~e election bure~u s 
related to money he allegedly received. correspondent m Jim 'Yells County, re, 
as political payoffs. In April 1975 he shot called the 1948 election in a recent 
himself tp death with a pistol in a Duval Interview. 
County tield at the age of 74. ''I just sent in the figures as they were 

The 1948 chairman of the Texas Demo- given to me on election night," DuBose 
cratlc Executive Committee was Robert said. "Then six days later a county 
W. Calvert, now a retired Te,ms Supreme executive committeeman, Mike Rios, 
Court justice. In a recent spe·ech, he ca·me by the office and gave me the 

~ 

;.~dJ~t i;nib~~Ul-:;;-----
To save the clerks? 
''Damn right. But It never got to. 

PQ~t .. Black stopped it." 
, If the investigation bad been allow 
to continue to the end, would they ha 
pr:oven a vote fraud? 

"Yes, absolutely. Because what th 
did, they did wrong. I mean, beca • 
those people didn't vote. And the lawye 
knew it right away.'' 

Calvert recalled that he ordered t 
committee secretary to keep all coun 
chairman election reports 'Unopened bi 
vault, until the official canvass. 

The canvass committee counted t~ 
county reports and declared Johnson tl 
winner by 87 votes. Calvert said he h~ 
reminded-them of a 1932 'l'exas Supreri 
Court ruling that the canVU5inl comm 
tee was only tb count the county retn"' 
certify the reports came from the co~nl 
chairmen, and declare a wiMer based . 
the majority of the vote as reported. 

"l was convinced that a fraud h 
been perpetrated in Jim Wells Count~ 
Calvert said in bis speech. '(The 2~ 
names added to She voter IIJd1W't 
were all in the aame handwtitJng a 
were in the same lnlt. Nevertheless, 
had been forced to vot~ to break a tie, 
would have voted for Johnson. My d~ 
slon would have been based on that 19j 
Supreme Court decision." Calvert s~ 
he did .not actually see t~e 202 names 
the list, however. 

Parr once indicated that his split. • 
Coke Stevell$0n - the split that broug 
Lyndon Johnson into Parr's favor 
came about because of Stevenson's f • 
ure to appoint E. James Ka7.an, a P 
candidate, to the post of district altom 
in W~bb County, when Stevenson w, 
gove~or. 

"Tbjs election (in ·1948) was the f. 
time we had an opportunity to vo 
apinst him," Parr said in an interview 

A Jim Wells County grand jury- th 
met in 1949 looked again into the alleg 
tions concerning Box 13. Several of the 
grand jurors, contacted recently, Sc\ 
Salas alm~t was indicted for electt 
fraud. They said the vote wa-s 7-5, b 
nine votes were required. One Juror sai, 

"It (Box 13) was worse than Wat 
gate, because Nixon would have been~ 
elected anyway. ·This way, a man l 
came president when he shouldn't have 
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48 election stolen for LBJ, ex-vote judge says , 
( From page 1 ) 

going to certify what we do.' 
"I told him I would, because I didn't 

want anybody to think I'm not backing 
up my party. I said I would be with the 
!>arty to the end. After Parr and I talked 
In Spanish, Parr told Johnson 200 votes 
would be added. When I left, Johnson 
knew we were going to take care ol the 
situation." 

Lawyer calls LBJ story 'impossible' 
Salas said he saw two men add the 

names to the list of voters, about 9 o'­
clock at night, in the Adams Building in 
Alice. He said the two were just lollow-
1 ng orders and be would not identify 
them. 

The AP interview then produced this 
exchange: 

Q) When you told Parr you would 
certify the votes, he said he would get 
someone else to actually add the names? 

A) Yeah. And I actually saw them do 
it. I was right there when they added the 
names. 

Q) Were all 200 names in the same 
handwriting? 

A) Oh, yeah. They all came from the 
poll truces, I mean, from the poll tax 
sheet. 

Q) But some were dead? 
A) No one was dead. They just didn't 

vote. 
Q) So you voted them? 
A) They voted them. 
Q) You certified? 
A) I certified. So did the Democratic 

County chai.nnan. I kept my word to be 
Joyal to my party. 

vo~rad some of those names already 

A) No, they dldn't vote In that elec­
tion. They added 'em. They made a mis­
take of doing It alphabetic~y. 

Q) They added them alifhabetically, as 
though they had walked In to vote 
alphabetically? 

A) Yeah, that's what I told George B., 
and he wouldn't listen to me. I said: 
'Look at the A, you add 10 or 12 names 
on that letter. Why don't you change it 

to the other, C or D or X, mix 'em up?' 
George said, 'That's all right.' George 
was stubborn. He would not listen to any­
body. But It was stupid. They went to the 
poll true list and got those names. For In­
stance, on the A they got 10 or 12 names. 

Q) People who bad not voted? 
A) That's right. They went on the B 

the same way, until they complete 200, 
and I told George, 'That's wrong.' 

Q) While they were doing It you told 
him? 

A) Yeah, and he said: 'It's OK.' 
Q) They should have changed the 

handwriting? 
A) How? Only two guys? How they 

going to change it? The lawyers spotted 
it right away, they sure did. 

Salas said he remembers the first 
name added to the poll list was Iha t ol 

Mrs. Miguel Acero, followed by the name 
of Miguel Acero. "We also added Hector 
Cerda. He was against our party and we 
voted him for Johnson. Cerda was in 
Kingsville (about 25 miles away) on elec­
tion day. Cerda was mad as hell." 

Six days after the runofl, on Sept. 3, a 
second telegram to the election bureau 
changed Jim Wells County's vote: John­
son 1,988, Stevenson 770. 

Johnson had gained 202 votes; Steven­
son l. They came from Box 13, the 
Mexican-American precinct in Alice, 
controlled by Luis Salas. 

The next day, the official statewide 
vote canvass gave Johnson 494,191 and 
Stevenson 494,104. Box 13 gave Johnson 
the edge. 

Stevenson protested, claiming the 202 
Johnson votes from Box 13 were added 
after the polls closed. There was more 
than a touch of irony in the complaint. 
Salas said Stevenson himself had receiv­
ed one-sided votes lrom Parr's area of 
South Texas in his gubernatorial cam­
paigns. "Mr. Stevenson was on our side 
then," Salas said. "I told him after John­
son was called the winner, 'You're mad 
this time because the votes dldn't go 
your way as they dld before."' 

Johnson lost no time in pointing this 

RAEBURN NORRIS 

out. He made a speech, saying Stevenson 
"Issued a statement ln!erring that the 
county's vote was for sale. If he had evi­
dence to that eflect in those years when 
he received the vote, It was his duty to 
present the evidence to a grand jury. If 
he has the evidence today, It is still his 
duty. I know that I dld not buy anybody's 
vote." 

Thirteen days alter the runofl election, 
on Sept. 10, Stevenson went to Allee. His 
party included former Texas Ranger 
Frank Hamer, a respected and feared 
lawman whose exploits included a role In 
the 1934 am bush slaying of desperadoes 
Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow, and 
former FBI agent T. Kellis Dibrell. They 
demanded the Box 13 poll and tally lists. 
The poll list records names of Individuals 
as they sign in to vote; the tally list 
gives the total votes cast. 

B.F. "Tom" Donald, secretary of the 
Jim Wells County Democratic Executive 
Commlttee, produced a copy of the poll 
list, but, Dibrell sald, snatched it away 
when Dibrell began to copy names from 
it. "We didn't-have a court Ol'deror aoY­
thlng and legally there was nothing we 
could do about It," Dibrell said. 

Dibrell told The AP recently that the 
brief look confirmed a suspicion that the 
last 202 names were in alphabetical 
order. "It stuck out like a sore thumb. 
Also, the last 202 names were made with 
the same colored Ink, and in the same 
handwriting, whereas the earlier names 
in the poll list were written by ditlerent 
indlviduals and in dlflerent color Inks," 
Dibrell said. 

Donald, reached at his home in Alice, 
said: 'Tm old and retired. I don't want 
to talk about It. I hate to be rude, but I 
don't want to be bothered. If I gave an 
interview, what would you pay me?" 

The chairman of the Jim Wells County 
Democratic Executive Committee in 1948 
was Clarence Martens, now an oilman in 
Laredo. He told the AP his committee 
met alter the election and routinely 
certified the results. "I dld not actually 
see the poll and tally lists for the pre­
cincts. Once the total was certified by 
the committee, it was over as far as I 
was concerned. I heard rumors after­
ward of course " 

St~venson d~lded against suing in 
state court. Dibrell said a judge support­
ed by Parr would have presided. Also, 
time was short. Ballots for the November 
general election had to be printed in 

By FRANCES VICTORY 
Post Reporter 

A Houston lawyer who said he 
represented South Texas election J~­
cials in a bearing over alleged cu. 
tious ballots in Box 13 said Sat~y 
he does not believe allegations 1fn­
don Johnson plotted to steal a 48 

election. 

"I don't know anything about l.uJs 
Salas adding 200 votes," said Ra

1 
ep~ 

Norris 61 "I think it was m - 1-

ble" he s~ld when asked abOijt a 
staiement by Salas, who was county 
election judge, that he watched wh!1e 
two men added 202 names to th list 

or voters. 

Why? "Because I was there hen 
everything occurred," said No is, 
who said he and then Alice atto ey 
Gilbert Sharpe represented Salas nd 
other Jim Wells County DemOC tic 

early October, and one name or the er 

Instead, Stevenson went to le ral had to be Included. ~ 

court in Fort Worth. On Sept. 14, J ge 
T. Whitfield Davidson signed a le po­
rary restraining order forbidding certi­
fication of Johnson as the Democauc 
nominee. 

On Sept. 21, Judge Davidson opened a 
hearing on his order with a surprise:g• 
gestion that both names be placed the 
ballot. "In other words, let the peo of 
Texas decide the winner, he suggested." 

Stevenson agreed immediately. Jobn­
son refused. 

The hearing lasted two days, but llOne 

of the witnesses testified to the key 
allegation that the last 202 names on the 
Box 13 list were in alphabetical order. 
The judge ordered an on-the-spot inveati­
gation of voting in Jim Wells County. 

When that inquiry began, on Sept. 27, 
reporters from around the cou~y 
showed up in Alice. By then it was -
tional news. That same day, in Was -
ton, U. S. Supreme Court Justil: o 

Blaclt agreed to beat iillJliifir■ on 
to lift the Injunction. Johnson's a oney 
was Abe Fortas, in later years a Johmon 
appointee to the blgh court. 

Stevenson was in Alice that day; Jcltn­
son was on President Harry S. Truman's 
campaign train elsewhere in Texas. Dur­
ing a campaign stop in Temple, Truman 
brought Johnson to his side and publicly 
endorsed him as the next senator from 
Texas. Also on the train at San Antonio 
that day, according to Salas, were 
George B. Parr, who had received a 
presidential pardon from Truman in :946 
after serving nine months on an inccme 
tax conviction, and executive commitlee­
man Lloyd. • 

Salas told the AP he was summoned 
the next day by Lloyd and told: "Luis, 
everything Is all right. We talked to 
Truman on the train. Don't worry alnut 
the investigation." 

At the hearing, Salas, as the election 
judge, was subpoenaed. He testified: "I 
went to see Mr. Donald on the night of 
Sept. 14. I borrowed his poll and luly 
lists. I wanted to compare his lists llfth 
mine. They tallied, the election was 
level.'' 

"Where are those lists now, ltr. 
Salas?" a Stevenson lawyer asked. 

"Well," Salas testified, "I put my lists 
and the ones I got from Mr. Donald in 
the glove compartment of my car. I Went 

election officials In hearings over the 
Incident which launched LBJ's politi­
cal career. 

Sharpe, retired as a judge on the 
state Court of Civil Appeals In Corpus 
Christi, now lives in Brownsville. He 
was unavailable Cor comment late 
Saturday. 

Asked why Salas, who ls now 76, 
should lie about the votes, Norris 
said, "I don't know. It's a mystery to 
me that he would be saying something 
llke that ... .'' 

Norris denied Salas was under 
pressure lrom South Texas political 
boss George B. Parr and other party 
ofllcials to lie at a federal hearing on 
the matter. 

"He wasn't under pressure Crom 
anybody I know of," said Norris. "He 
testified In an open hearing. " 

Norris said Salas never told him or 
any voting irregularities and he be-

to a party and parked my car outside. 
Somebody stole them (the lists) while I 
was inside." 

Salas told the AP, "That's what I said 
but I lied. I was just going along with my 
party. I was told by Ed Lloyd what to 
say." 

lleved Salas was telling the truth 
when he denied them. 

Furthermore, Norris said, he does 
not believe Johnson was in Allee or 
nearby when an alleged meeting took 
place In Parr's office a few days after 
the primary. At the meeting, Johnson, 
according to Salas, said he needed 200 
votes to win the Democratic nomina­
tion for the U.S. Senate against Coke 
Stevenson. 

"Alice is a small community, not 
like Houston. If Lyndon Johnson had 
been there, I think I would have 
known It," Norris said. 

Norris, who practiced law In Alice 
from 1945 to 1960, said he was active 
in the Democratic party while there. 
He was a judge on the 79th Judicial 
District Court In Alice in 1950 during 
the illness of a regular judge and was 

later a district attorney there lor two 
years. 

quoted former Texas Gov. Jimmy Allred 
as summing up the Box 13 dispute this 
way: "Well, Lyndon's backers thought 
Coke Stevenson had stolen the 1941 elec­
tion in East Texas and they didn't see 
anything wrong with doing the same for 
their candidate in 1948.'' 

The hearing ended abruptly two days 
later, on Sept. 29. Justice Black, in an Salas speaks with wonderment about 

order he dated himself in longhand, void- the bizarre events in South Texas in the 

ed the temporary injunction against put- 1940s. 
ting Johnson's name on the ballot. Black "Sometimes I wonder why I didn't get 

said "it would be a serious break with the electric chair," he commented at one 

the past" for a federal court to deter- point. 
mine an election contest. 

Stevenson had lost; Johnson had won. "It was awful what we did. The 

The Box 13 ballot box was opened In 'Godfather' book was fiction; what we 

court just as the hearing was ended. did was real." 
Subsequently, the ballots were destroyed "I did plenty wrong, and I repent now. 

as prescribed by law, and the poll and I also did plenty of good. Like, say, a 

tally lists vanished. man's wife is sick. I woµ]d say IQ him: 

Salas said he was convinced that if the 'Go to the drugstore and get medlcine.' I 

Investigation had been allowed to contin- would tell the drugstore to give him the 

ue, the vote lraud would have been medicine and charge the bill to me. Parr 

revealed. would pay It. All that kind of stuff, you 

Sa.las said he lelt sorry for Stevenson. know· Funerals. I would tell the funeral 

"He won that election, he sure did. But home: 'Go al)ead and !JU17. 
our machinery was too tough for him." . charge PaIT •' 

Shortly before his death in 1975, "It was a way of Jl(lr tlf 
Stevenson told a reporter: "I remember people. 

that we have had for years the calcula- 'I a.med all the tlm Oh I n 
lion that Box 13 deals only with 200 ' c a gun e. • te 

you, we bad real power. I changed three 

~~t1:s~;, but they actually stole 50,000 chiefs of police in Allee In less than three 

Stevenson said he felt the Johnson- years. I would just tell George B.: 'I 
don't like that guy, he's against our peo-

=rfi!~o~!dfr~~e:a~ :!:i~0::~i~ pie. Get him out.' And be sure did. 

Paso, and south to Brownsville. A check "That's the way It was. I would go 

of the voting records for this predoml- into a saloon, 10 or 15 men drinking 

nantly Mexican-American area did show there, and I would say: 'The blier's on 

Johnson doing dramatically better in the me.' Sometimes I'd stay two« three 

runoff election than in the primary. hours, spend $30-$40 every place I go. I 

For example, in Bexar County, where would just sign my name, and the sa1ocin 

San Antonio is located, Stevenson receiv- would collect off George B, Parr. 

ed 23,471 votes in the primary, but lost "Parr also told me not to worry about 

nearly 8,000, reducing his total to 15,5ll, spending. He said I should spend all I 

in the runofl. Johnson received ll,994 in wanted on the elections, and I did. He 

the primary and increased his vote by said the money came from Austin; all 

nearly 4,000, to 15,610, in the runoff. those places.'' 

Eventually, Parr lost his power base, Cliff DuBose, an employe or the Allee 

and federal investigators obtained an in- News who was the election bureau'■ 

dlctment on new Income tax charges, correspondent In Jim Wells eoun1y; "" 

related to money he allegedly received called the 1948 election In a recent 

as political payoffs. In April 1975 he shot interview. 
himself to death with a pistol in a Duval 
County field at the age of 74. "I just sent In the figures u they ws-e 

, The 1948 chairman of the Texas Demo- given to me on election night," DuBoae 

cratic Executive Committee was Robert said. "Then six days later a county 

W. Cslvert, now a retired Texas Supreme executive commlttee1111111. Mike Rios, 

Court justice. In a recent speech, he came b~ the office and gave me the 

' 

If another war come~ weapons will 00 
( From page 1 ) 

breakthroughs: ( 1) weapons accuracy; 
(2) weapons power; and (3) a mix of sen­
sors, communications and cybernetics, 
all blghly advanced. 

Precision-guided munitions (PGM) 
have already been mentioned. They com­
prise aircraft bombs, artillery shells, an­
titank and antlalr missiles, and several 
naval shlpklller missiles. Their common 
capability la extreme accuracy at ex­
treme range. They can be guided to a 
point target by homing laser, by homing 
TV, by Infrared heat-seeker, or by seek­
ers that can lock on a hostile radar beam 
and back down It. 

These "smart" weapons can be mass­
produced In great quantities. Moreover, 

they will be cheap. ' 
Within five years, over half of all 

enemy battlefield targets will be "vis­
ible" to one or several devices which, In 
the words of one officer, will constitute 
"a huge electro-optical-Infrared eye­
ball u By 19111i, up to 80 119 cent of such 
tarplll wDl be detectable. 

Tbe effect will be to abollah front lines 
and to convert the battlefield to a lonely 
place where 1111&11 tealllll wielding violent 
~ grope for each other with• 
pldidcated IIIIIOl'I, If the)' 8taY In one 
pllU!I w,ry Iona, the)' will be annihilated. 

T,plca1 ~ IIOW enterilll 

tloaal ~ lnelude: 

heat or light ranging from a lighted ciga­
rette to an Idling tank-engine or a gun­
fiash. 

%) An airborne radar Iha t singles out 
and pinpoints anything that moves with­
In a !~mile radius. 

3) Acoustic and radar sensors which 
the Anny calls "Firefinder," that "see" 
an Incoming projectile in Olght, back­
plot Its point of origin before It can land 
and give data for Jmmedlate counterfire. 

4) Artillery-projected TV cameras 
which, parachuting earthward, give oi, 
servers an overview of key terrain fea­
tures, assembly areu and weapons posi­
tions 1~ 12 miles Inside enemy lines. 

The increaSl!d power and lethality of 
conventional munltl0111 - leaving out 
nuclear weapons, chemical and blologl­
ca l agents, death-ray laser and other 
exotic■ - II the third factor which la 
bringing about radical changes in the 
lhape of warfare, 

All artillery ammunition, In which 
until recently there have been few 
changes since the 1930B, has been up­
graded In such fundamentals u Im­
proved ballistic design and fusing, more 
lethal fragmentation and quantum ln­
Cl'tllB In velocity, 

The development of artillery 
111bmunltlonl, or "bomblets," u they 

are called, took place during tbe Vlet-

-•%¾1\lt! 

a wide area. 
The ability to penetrate all but the 

most advanced designs of heavy al'lllor 
(like the so-called ceramic armor bUllt 
into our new XM-1 battle tank) Is anoth. 
er new capability that may change lllth 
land and sea battles of the next ddie. 
Not only have the proven hollow-<: ge 
projectiles been rendered even more 11-
cl en t in literally burning their 
through armor, but the United S 
using blgh-<lenslty depleted uranium, 
developed a so-called kinetic-energy 
which, traveling at high veloc 
smashes Its way inside the toughest 
turrets. 

But the most revolutionary exp! 
development la the "fuel-air exp! 
(FAE), popularly known u the "co 
slon bomb." The bomb gets Its 
from Its powerful detonation, wl t 
fragmentation effect, which p 
stunning waves of shock and blast 
pressures of up to 300 pounds per 
Inch. Overpressures of 10 pounds r 
11quare Inch will kill humans. 

Although It cal181!8 blast, shock 
OYerpl'tNUre ~hie to a 
clear weapon, tbe. »'AE Ill neither 
c I ear nor a conventional Ditrocell 
e:xplolive. It works by dlaperabig 
!zed fuel ,over an area, after whlcb 
violently detonated In tbe air. 

The powerful co11C11181on ~an 
armor by ldlllng the crew., _pene 
and kill Inside heavy e tlona 
knock out emplaced tie rtt 

warfare does the balance seem more 
llkely to be shifting toward the defender, 
In this case the man on the ground with 
an inexpensive laser-guided or beaH;eek­
ing air-<lefense missile or a bullet-spew-
1 ng multi barrel antlalrcraft automatic 

cannon. 
One implication la that the high-qual­

ity precision close air 1111pport against 
enemy front lines In which U.S. aviation 

as become adept Is likely to become 
ery costly. If thia la so, remotely piloted 
rones (RPV) launched from Inside 
endly lines and electronica]ly "fiown" 

Y ground controllers may be the close­
upport aircraft of the future. 

A second and related Implication la 
hat classic air-to-air fighter duels, 
hether dogfights or with long-ranae 

es, are less likely to take place -
other word&, that the battle for air Ill· 

orlty over the mttlefteld may be-

ome one between P.)anll all' 
air defe1111811, 

Just u tbe new 
k on shore a ao 

than many ship& can .ateam on the 111r­

face. 
In shallow watel'I, the n~unlat 

navies now u never before face & cbal:­
lenge of lncreaalng magnitude: the mine 

- a weapon that never glva up, and llu 
been greatly sophlsUcated, eapeclaJly by 
the Russlalll. Yet the U.S. Navy bas only 

three active mlnecraft today compared 
to 356 In the. Soviet Deet. IncUcatlng the 

priority the VSSR attachell to mine war­
fare In the next decade, It hu built 140 
minesweepers since llla; we haw_ built 

none. 
It la reuonable to expect tll 

NATO war bi the next decade 
concentrated long..raJ119 So 
fort aimed at clo81ng the 
Atlantic Coast and thu 
North Am C 

ments t 
'11 

changed figures as approved by the com: 
mlttee. Usually, there's only a few votes 
difference from the unofficial election 
night figures; this time there was a 
tremendous change." DuBose dispatched 
the new figures to the Election Bureau In 
Dallas. 

Salas said that In a hook he ls wrttini 
about the entire Box 13 episode, he would 
name the persons who actually wrote 
down the 202 add! tional names. 

Salas explained that regardless of how 
the ballots were marked, he called them 
on election night for wblchever candidate 
he wanted. "I could have given Steven­
son whatever I wanted. I should have 
given him only four votes.'' 

Jim Hoimgreen, now a mortician In 
Allee, worked as a poll watcher in Box 13 
during the runoff balloting. He said in a 
recent interview: 

"I saw more votes stolen for Lyndon 
Johnson than Johnson won the electiql\, 
by. A ballot would be pulled from the bo:t 
marked for Stevenson but would be call­
ed out for Johnson. I know because I 
watched and saw It." 

Although there had been a writ of 

mandamus Issued stipulating that poll 
watchers be permitted lull access to the 
balloting process, It was Ignored, Salas 
told the AP. "I just ordered them to go 
sit in a corner and keep out of the way." 

Holmgreen said he tried to look over 
shoulders to see how the ballots were 
marked. "A police officer seemed to just 
grow out of the ground and next thing I 
knew he took me to the city jail and lock­
ed me In a cell, on the orders of Luis 
Salas," Hoimgreen said. 

Asked about his testimony In the 
aborted Alice hearing, Salas said: 

"I was in the middle when they stop­
ped the Investigation. But, you know, 
they had all the election clerks subpoena­
ed. But I was gonna ... If they started l,O. 

implicate my clerks, I wouldn't let 'em:J' 
would just tell the truth.'' 

To save the clerks? 
"Damn right. But It never got to that 

point. Black stopped It." 
• If the investigation bad been allowed 
to continue to the end, would they have 
proven a vote fraud? 

"Yes, absolutely. Because what they 
did, they did wrong. I mean, because 
those people dldn't vote. And the lawyers 
knew It right away." 

Calvert recalled that he ordered the 
committee secretary to keep all county 
chairman election reports unopened in a 
vault, until the official canvass. 

The canvass committee counted th-r 
county reports and declared Johnson the 
winner by 87 votes. Calvert said be had 
reminded them of a ·1932 Teu. SuPl,'l!me 
Court ruling that the can~'CUlllllllt­
tee wu only to COU11t 'the county' rebims, 
certify the reports came from the county 
chalrmen, and declare a winner based on 
the majority of the vote as report2d. 

"I was 

would have 'VOll!d for Joham. My deci­
sion would have beeo baaed ,oa that 1932 
Supreme Court declaloa.'' Calwrt ••ld. 
he did not actually - the D -~ 
the list, however. 

Parr once Indicated that bl& apllt .with 
Coke SteYall!on - tllf! ll'!lt that b!1Jugbt 
Lyndon J~ into Parr's favor :'ff\ 

C&llll1 abQat bieaia .e~·- ran: 
ure fll appoint E: ,~ ~ a. Pm:r 
candidate, to the phlfil~ 
In Webb 
governor. 

''Thja 
time we bad an,~ te 
ap,lnsthlm,"Pm:rmt.iii . 

A Jim Welll ComdJ graild 1 
met In 1911 looad ._ 
tiODB 
grand 
Salas 
fraud. 
Dlnewtes 

"n 
gall!, 
elected 
came 

floating 
IIIUICe, f 
every Ir: 
radlatloa 
forlllch 
the 
detectlo 
It■ own 
■hip 
crlta 
■IIDir: 
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'48 election stolen for LBJ, ex.;.vote judge says 
( From page 1 ) 

going to certify what we do.' 
• "I told him I would, because I didn't 
~ant anybody to think I'm not backing 
up my party. I said I would be with the 
)>arty to the end. After Parr and I talked 
in -Spanish, Parr told Johnson 200 votes 
would be added. When I left, Johnson 
knew we were going to take care of the 
situation." 
. Salas said he saw two men add the 
'18ffles t.o the list of voters, about 9 o'­
clock at night, in the Adams Building in 
Allee. He said the two ·were just follow­
ing orders and he would not identify 
them. 

The AP Interview then produced this 
exchange: 

ti) When you told Parr you would 
¢ertity the votes, be said be would get 
IODleone else to actually add the names! 

A) Yeah. And I actually saw them do 
it. I was right there when they added the 
names. 

Q) Were all 200 names in the same 
handwriting? 
• A) Ob, yeah. They all came from the 

poll taxes, I mean, from the poll tax 
sheet. • 

Q) But some were dead! 
A) No one was dead. lJleY just didn't 

vote. 
Q) So you voted them! 

, A) They voted them. 
Q) You certified? 

• A) I certified. So did the Democratic 
County chairman. I kept my word to be 
loyal to my party. 

Q) Had some of those names already 
voted! 
• A) No, they didn't vote In that elec­

tion. They added 'em. They made a mis­
take of doing It alphabetically. 

Q) They added them alphabetically, as 
though they bad walked in to vote 
alphabetically? 

A) Yeah, that's what I told George B., 
and he wouldn't listen to me. I said: 
'Look at the A, you add 10 or 12 names 
on that letter. Why don't you change it 
to the other, C or D or X, mix 'em up!' 
George said, 'That's all right.' George 
was stubborn. ·He would not listen to any­
body. But It was stupid. They went to the 
poll tax list and got those names. For In­
stance, on the A they got 10 or 12 names. 

Q) People who bad not voted! 
A) That's right. They went on the B 

the same way, until they complete 200, 
and I told George, 'That's wrong.' 

Q) While they were doing it you told 
him! 

A) Yeah, and be said: 'It's OK.' 
Q) They should have changed the 

handwriting? 
A) How? Only two guys? How they 

going to change it? The lawyers spotted 
it rf11ht AWlllV. thPV i;:!IN> rlltl 

Lawyer calls LBJ story 'impossible' 

RAEBURN NOKKIS 

out. He made a speech, saying Stevenson 
"issued a statement Inferring that the 
count)''• vote was for sale. If be bad evi­
dence to that effect In those years when 
he received the vote, it was his duty to 
present the evidence to a grand jury. If 
be has the evidence today, it is still his 
duty. I know that I did not buy anybody's 
vote." 

Thirteen days after the runoff election, 
on Sept. 10, Stevenson went to Alice. His 
party Included former Texas Ranger 
Frank Hamer, a respected and feared 
lawman wboee exploits included a role In 
the 193' ambush slaying of desperadoes 
Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow, and 
former FBI agent T. Kellis Dibrell. They 
demanded the Box 13 poll and tally lists. 
The poll list records names of lndlviduals 
as they sign in to vote; the tally list 
gives the total votes cast. 

B.F. ''Tom" Donald, secretary of the 
Jim Wells County Democratic Executive 
Committee, produced a copy of the poll 
list, but, Dibrell said, snatched it away 
~ .. Nh.-11 ~ .. ♦"" ......,.._.., _..., __ .....,._ 

By FRANCES VICI'OBY 
PNiBeperier 

A Houston lawyer who said he 
represented South Texas election offi­
cials In a hearing over alleged ficti­
tious ballots In Box 13 said Saturday 
he does not believe allegations Lyn­
don Johnson plotted to steal a 1948 
election. 

"I don't know anything about Luis 
Salas adding 200 votes," said Raeburn 
Norris, 61. "I think it was impossi­
ble," he said when asked about a 
statement by Salas, who was county 
election judge, that he watched t.ihile 
two men added 202 names to the list 
of voters. 

Why! "Because I was there whert 
everything occurred," said Norris, 
who said he and then Alice attorney 
Gilbert Sharpe represented Salas and 
other Jim Wells County Democratic 

early October, and one name or the other 
bad to be Included. 

Instead, Stevenson went to federal 
court In Fort Worth. On Sept. 14, Judge. 
T. Whitfield Davidson signed a tempo­
rary restraining order forbidding certi­
fication of Johnson as the Democratic 
nominee. 

On Sept. 21., Judge Davidson opened a 
hearing on his order with a surprise sug­
gestion that both names be placed on the 
ballot. "In other words, let the people of 
Texas decide the winner, he suggested." 

Stevenson agreed immediately. John­
son refused. 

The bearing lasted two days, but none 
of the witnesses testified to the key 
allegation that the last 202 names on the 
Box 13 list were in alphabetical order. 
The judge ordered an on-the-spot Investi­
gation of voting in Jim Wells County. 

When that inquiry began, on Sept. 27, 
reporters from around the country 
showed up In Alice. By then it was na­
tional news. That same day, In Washing­
tnn lT l:: l::nnN>mo <' .. nnrt .TnmiM> Hum 

election officials in hearings over the 
Incident which launched LBJ's politi­
cal career. 

Sharpe, retired as a judge on the 
state Court of Civil Appeals in Corpus 
Christi, now lives in Brownsville. He 
was unavailable for comment late 
Saturday. 

Asked why Salas, who is now 76, 
should lie about the votes, Norris 
said, "I don't know. It's a mystery to 
me that be would be saying something 
like that .... " 

Norris denied Salas was under 
pressure from South Texas political 
boss George B. Parr and other party 
officials to lie at a federal hearing on 
the matter. 

"He wasn't under pressure from 
anybody I know of," said Norris. "He 
testified In an open hearing." 

Norris said Salas never told him of 
any voting ~gularitles and he be-

lieved. Salas was telling· the truth 
when be denied them. 

Furthermore, Norris said► he does 
not believe Johnson was in Alice or 
nearby when an alleged meeting took 
place in Parr's office a few days after 
the primary. At the meeting, Johnson, 
according to Salas, said he needed 200 
votes to win the Democratic nomina­
tion for the U.S. Senate against Coke 
Stevenson. 

"Alice is a small ·community, not 
like Houston. If _Lyndon Johnson bad 
been there, I think I would have 
known it," Norris said. • 

Norris, who practiced law· in Alice 
from 1945 to 1960, said be was active 
in the Democratic party while there. 
He was a judge on the 79th Judicial 
District Court in Alice in 1950 during 
the Illness of a regular judge and was 
later a district attorney there for two 
years. 

to a party and parked my car outside. quoted former Texas Gov. ·Jimmy Allred 
Somebody stole them (the lists) while I as summing up the Box 13 dispute this 
was inside." way: "Well, Lyndon's backers thought 

Salas told the AP, "That's what I said Coke Stevenson bad stolen the 1941 elec­
but I lied. I was just going along with my tion in East Texas and they didn't see 
party. I was told by Ed Lloyd what to anything wrong with doing the same for 
say.'' their candidate in 1948." 

The hearing ended abruptly two days -
later, on Sept. 29. Justice Black, in an 
order be dated himself In longhand, void­
ed the temporary Injunction. against put­
ting Johnson's riame on the ballot. Black 
said "it would be a serious ~ale with 
the past" for a federal court'· to deter­
mine an election contest. 

Stevenson bad lost; Johnson had won .. 
The Box 13 ballot box was opened In 

court just as the bearing was ended. 
Subsequently, the ballots were destroyed 
as prescribed by law, and the poll and 
tally lists vanished. 

Salas said he was convinced that if the 
Investigation bad been allowed to contin­
ue, the vote fraud would have been 
revealed. 

Salas said be felt sorrv fnr ~PvP....,,., 

Salas speaks with wonderment about 
the bizarre events in South TeXiS In the 
1940s. • 

"Sometimes I wonder why I dl.dn't get 
the electric chair," he commented at one 
point. 

"It was awful what -.ye did. TJle 
'Godfather' book was fiction; what we 
did was real." 

"I did plenty wrong, and I repent now. 
I also did plenty of good. I..iie, say.,. a 
J114D'S wife is sick l would say t,c) Jilin: 
'Go to the drug&tore and get medicine.' 1, 
would tell the drugstore to give him the 
medicine and charge the bill to me. Parr 
would pay it. All that kind of stuff, you 
know. Funerals. I would tell thP. fnnPral 

changed figures as approved by the com­
mittee. Usually, there's only a few votes 
difference from the unofficial election 
night figures; this time there was a 
tremendous change." DuBose dispatched 
the new ~ to the Election Bureau in 
Dallas. 

Salas said that In a book he is writing 
about the entire Box 13 epiS'Ode, he would 
name the persons who actually wrote 
down the 202 additional names. 

Salas explained that regardless of how 
the ballots ·were marked, be called them 
on election night for ·whichever candidate 
be wanted. "I could have given Steven­
son whatever I wanted, I should have 
given him only four votes." 

Jim Holmgreen, now a mortician 1tt 
Alice, worked as a poll watcher in Box 13 
during the. runoff balloting. He said in a 
recent interview: 

"I saw more votes stolen for Lyndon 
Johnson than Johnson won the electi~ 
by. A ballot would be pulled from the box 
marked.for Stevenson but would be call­
ed. out for Johnson. I knpw because I 
watched and saw it." 

Althoug~ there had been a writ ot 
mandamus issued stipulating that poll 
watchers be_ permitted full access to the 
balloting process, it wa~ ignored, Salas 
told the AP. "I just ordered them to go, 
sit in a comer and keep out of the way."~ 

Holmgreen said he tried to look over 
shoulders to see how the ballots were 
marked. "A police officer seem~ to just 
grow out of the ground and next thing I 
knew he took me ~o the city jail and lock! 
ed me in a cell, on the orders ot i,uis 
Salas," Holmgreen said. 

Asked about his testimony in th._i 
aborted Alice hearing, Salas said: • 

"I was in the middle when they stop­
ped the investigation. But, you know, 
they bad all the election clerks subpoena­
ed. But I was gonna ... if they started ¼ 
implicate my clerks, I .wouldn't let 'em.--=t 
would just tell the truth." 

To save the clerks? 
1•0amn right. But it never got to. that 

po~t .. Black stopped it." 
• If the Investigation bad ·been allowed 
to continue to the end, would they ha~ 
pi:oven a vote fraud! • ·"' 

"Yes, absolutely. Because what they 
did, they did wrong. I mean, because 
those people didn't vote. And the lawyers 
knew it right away." 

Calvert recalled that he ordered the 
committee secretary to keep all county 
chairman election reports unopened in a 
vault, until the official canvass. 

The canvass committee counted th·eo 
county reports and declared Johnson the 
winner by rT votes. Ga}vert said he bad 
reminded them of a 1932 Texas Supreme 
Court rul1ng that the canvassing commit­
tl!f! was only to count ·the county returns. 
certify the reports came from the county 
chairmen, and declare a winner based on 
the majority of the vote as reported. 

••t ,..., .... .,.. _...,_ . .:---J •L - .. - • 



Salas said he remembers the first 
name • added to the poll list was that of 
Mrs. Miguel Acero, followed by the name 
of Miguel Acero. "We also added Hector 
Cerda. He was against our party and we 
voted him for Johnson. Cerda was in 
Kingsville (about 25 miles away) on elec­
tion day. Cerda was mad as hell." 

Six days after the runoff, on Sept. 3, a 
second telegram to the election bureau 
changed Jim Wells County's vote: John­
son 1,988, Stevenson 770. 

Johnson had gained 202 votes; Steven­
son 1. They came from Box 13, the 
Mexican-American precinct in Alice, 
controlled by Luis Salas. 

The next day, the official statewide 
vote canvass gave Johnson 494,191 and 
Stevenson 494,104. Box 13 gave Johnson 
the edge. 

Stevenson protested, claiming the 202 
Johnson votes from Box 13 were added 
after the polls closed. There was more 
than a touch of irony in the complaint. 
Salas said Stevenson himself had receiv­
·ed one-sided votes from· Parr's area of 
South Texas in his gubernatorial cam­
paigns. "Mr. Stevenson was on our side 
then," Salas said. "I told him after John­
son was called the winner, 'You're mad 
this time because the votes didn't go 
your way as they did before."' 

Johnson lost no time in pointing this 

•• - --- ~ ~ "._ .,. '-Vu.J. I. Vl UCl u1· cl.U,Y• 

thing and legally there was nothing we 
could do about it, 0 Dibrell said. 

Dibrell told The AP recently that the 
brief look confirmed a suspicion that the 
last 202 names were in alphabetical 
order. "It stuck out like a sore thumb. 
Also, the last 2.02 names were made with 
the same colored ink, and in the same 
handwriting, whereas the earlier names 
in the poll list were written by different 
individuals and in different color inks," 
Dibrell said. 

Donald, reached at his home in Alice, 
said: "I'm old and retired. I don't want 
to talk about it. I hate to be rude, but I 
don't want to be bothered. If I gave an 
interview, what would you pay me?" 

The chairman of the Jim Wells County 
Democratic Executive Committee in 1948 
was Clarence Martens, now an oilman in 
Laredo. He told the AP his committee 
met after the election and routinely 
certified the results. "I did not actually 
see the poll and tally lists for the pre­
cincts. Once the total was certified by 
the committee, it was over as far as I 
was concerned. I heard rumors after­
ward, of course." 

Stevenson decided against suing in 
state court. Dibrell said a judge support­
ed by Parr would have presided. Also, 
time was short. Ballots for the November 
general election had to be printed in 

.1.ua11.,n ag1ccu ~v uecu: Junn.suu-s peunon 
to lift the injunction. Johnson's attorney 
was Abe Fortas, in later years a Johnson 
appointee to the high court. 

Stevenson was in Alice that day; John­
son was on President Harry S. Truman's 
campaign train elsewhere in Texas. Dur­
ing a campaign stop in Temple, Truman 
brought Johnson to his side and publicly 
endorsed him as the next senator from 
Texas. Also on the train at San Antonio 
that day, according to Salas, were 
George B. Parr, who had received a 
presidential pardon from Truman in 1946 
after serving nine months on an income 
tax conviction, and executive committee­
man Lloyd. 

Salas told the AP he was summoned 
the next day by Lloyd and told: "'Luis,· 
everything is all right. We talked to 
Truman on the train. Don't worry about 
the investigation." 

At the hearing, Salas, as the election 
judge, was subpoenaed. He testified: "I 
went to see Mr. Donald on the night of 
Sept. 14. I borrowed his poll and tally 
lists. I wanted to compare his lists with 
mine. They tallied, the election was 
level." 

"Where are those lists now, Mr. 
Salas?" a Stevenson lawyer asked. 

"Well," Salas testified, "I put my lists 
and the ones I got from Mr. Donald in 
the glove compartment of my car. I went 

-·ne won tnat election, he sure did. But 
our machinery was t~ tough for him. n 

Shortly before his death in 1975, 
Stevenson told a reporter: "I remember 
that we have had for years the calcula­
tion that Box 13 deals only with 200 
votes, but they actually stole 50,000 
votes." 

Stevenson said he felt the Johnson­
Parr forces had called in the Mexican­
American vote from San Antonio to El · 
Paso, and south to Brownsville. A check 
of the voting records for this predomi­
nantly Mexican-American area did show 
Johnson doing dramatically better in the 
runoff election than in the primary. 

For example, in Bexar County, where 
San Antonio-is located, Stevenson receiv­
ed 23,471 votes in the primary, but lost 
nearly 8,000, reducing his total to 15,511, 
in the runoff. Johnson received 11,994 in 
the primary and increased his vote by 
nearly 4,000, to 15,610, in the runoff. 

Eventually, Parr lost his power base, 
and federal investigators obtained an in­
dictment on new income tax charges, 
related to money he allegedly received 
as political payoffs. In April 1975 he shot 
himself to death with a pistol in a Duval 
County field at the age of 74. 

, The 1948 chairman of the Texas Demo­
cratic Executive Committee was Robert 
W. Calvert, now a retired Texas Supreme 
Court justice. In a recent spe·ech, he 

uum~; uo aneaa ana Oury them, and 
charge Parr.' 

"It was a way of life· td tliteaten 
people. i'' . , 

"I carried a gun all the time. Oh, I tell 
you, we had real power. I changed tl:u'ee 
chiefs of police in Alice in less than three 
years. I would just tell George B.: 'I 
don't like that guy, he's against our peo­
ple. Get him out.' And he sure did. 

"That's the way it was. I would go 
into a saloon, 10 or 15 men drinking 
there, and I would say: 'The beet's on 
me.' Sometimes I'd stay two or three 
hours, spend $30-$40 every place. I go. I 
would just sign my name, and the saloon 
would collect off George B. Parr. 

"Parr also told me not to worry about 
spending. He said I should spend all I 
wanted. on the elections, and I did. He 
said the money came from Austin; all 
those places." 

Cliff DuBose, an employe of the Alice 
Ne.ws who was the election bureau's 
correspondent in Jim Wells County; re~ 
called the 1948 election in a recent 
interview. 

"I just sent in the figures as they were 
given to me on election night," DuBose 
said. "Then six days later a county 
executive committeeman, Mike Rios, 
came by the office and gave me the 

been perpetrated in Jim Wells County" 
Calvert s~id in his speech. "The 202 
names. added; to the wter: si~ature list:' 
were all .in U1e ame band',Vclting and 
were in the sam~ inlc . .Nevertheless, if I 
had been forced to vote to break a tie, I 
would have voted for Johnson. My deci­
sion would have been based on that 1932 
Supreme Court decision." Calvert s~iq 
he did not actually see the 202 names ·oti • 
the list, however. 

Parr once indicated that his split .with 
Coke Stevens9n - the split that brought 
Lyndon Johnson into Parr's favor . -:-: • 
came about because of Stevenson's fail­
ure to appoint E. James Kazan, a Parr 
candidate, to the post of district attorney 
in W~bb County, when Stevenson was 
gov~rnor. 

"This election ( in ·1948) was the first·~ 
time we had an opportunity to vote 
ag~inst him," Parr said in an interview. 

A Jim Wells County grand jury that 
met in 1949 looked again into the allega­
tions concerning Box 13. Several of these 
grand jurors, contacted recently,. said 
Salas almost was indicted for· election,_ 
fraud. They said the vote wa•s 7-5, but 
nine votes were required. One juror said: 

"It (Box 13) was worse than Water­
gate, because Nixon would have been r~-. 
elected anyway. ·This way, a man be'a-~ 
came president when he shouldn't have." 

H another war comes, weapons will he honed 
( From page 1 ) 
breakthroughs: (1) weapons accuracy; 
(2) weapons power; and (3) a mix of sen­
sors, communications and cybernetics, 
all highly advanced. 

Precision-guided munitions (PGM) 
have already been mentioned. They com­
ptise aircraft bombs, artillery shells, an­
titank and antiair missiles, and several 
naval shipklller mis.siles. Their common 
capability is extreme accuracy at ex­
treme range. They can be guided to a 
point target by homing laser, by homing 
TV, by infrared heat-seeker, or by seek­
ers that can lock on a hostile radar beam 
and back down it. 

These "smart" weapons can be mass­
produced in great quantities. Moreover, 
they will be cheap. , 

Within five years, over half of all 
enemy battlefield targets will be "vis­
ible" to one or several devices which, in 
the words of one officer, will constitute 
"a huge electro-optical-infrared eye­
ball." By 1985, up to 80 cent of such 
targets Will be detectable. 

The effect will be to abolish front lines 
and to convert the battlefield to a lonely 
place where small teams wielding violent 
firepower grope for each other with so­
phisticated sensors. If they stay in one 
place very long, they will be annihilated. 

Typical detection-devices now entering 
operational acceptance include: 

1) FLIR. ("fo~ard-looking infrared 
sensor''), which detects all emissions of 

heat or light ranging from a lighted ciga­
rette to an idling tank-engine or a gun­
Oash. 

Z) An airborne radar that singles out 
and pinpoints anything that moves with­
in a 10-mile radius. 

S) Acoustic and radar sensors which 
the Army calls "Firefinder," that "see" 
an incoming projectile in flight, back­
plot its point of origin before it can land 
and give data for immediate counterfire. 

4) Artillery-projected TV cameras 
which, parachuting earthward, give ob­
servers an overview of key terrain fea­
tures, assembly areas and weapons posi­
tions 10-12 miles inside enemy lines. 

The increased power and lethality of 
conventional munitions - leaving out 
nuclear weapons, chemical and biologi­
cal agents, death-ray laser and other 
exotics - is the third factor which is 
bringing about radical changes in the 
shape of warfare. 

All artillery ammunition, in which 
until recently there have been few 
changes since the 1930s, has been up­
graded in such fundamentals as im­
proved ballistic design and fusing, more 
lethal fragmentation and quantum in­
creases in velocity. 

The development of artillery 
submunitions, or "bomblets," as they 
are called, took place during the Viet­
nam war. This shell bursts jn the air and 
scatters a field of miniaturized 
antipersonnel and antiarmor mines over 

a wide area. 
The ability to penetrate all but the 

most advanced designs of heavy armor 
(like the so-called ceramic armor built 
into our new XM-1 battle tank) is anoth­
er new capability that may change both 
land and sea battles of the next decade. 
Not only have the proven hollow-charge 
projectiles been rendered even more effi­
cient in literally burning their way 
through armor, but the United States, 
using high-density depleted uranium, has 
developed a so-called kinetic-energy slug 
which, traveling at high velocity, 
smashes its way inside the toughest tank 
turrets. 

But the most revolutionary explosives 
development is the "fuel-air explosive" 
(FAE), popularly known as the "concus­
sion bomb." The born b gets its name 
from its powerful detonation, with no 
fragmentation effect, which produces 
stunning waves of shock and blast over­
pressures of up to 300 pounds per sqlµll'e 
inch. Overpressures of 10 pounds per 
square inch will kill humans. • 

Although it causes blast, shock and 
overpressure comparable to a small nu­
clear weapon, the FAE is neither a .nu­
clear nor a conventional nitrocellulose 
explosive. It works by dispersing vapor­
ized fuel over an area, after which it is 
violently detonated in the air. 

The powerful concussion can halt 
armor by killing the crews, penetrate 
and kill inside heavy fortifications, and 
knock out emplaced field artillery 
position-areas with a single burst. Yet it 

• 1eaves no deadly radiation. .. •• 
Nowhere more than in tactical ~ir 

warfare does the balance seem more 
likely to be shifting toward the def ender, 
in this case the man on the ground with 
an inexpensive laser-guided or heat-seek­
ing air-defense missile or a bullet-spew­
j ng multibarrel antiaircraft automatic 
cannon. 

One implication is that the high-qual­
ity precision close air support against 
enemy front lines in which U.S. aviation 
has become adept is likely to become 
very costly. If this is so, remotely piloted 
drones (RPV) launched from inside 
friendly lines and electronically "flown" 
by ground controllers may be the close­
support aircraft of the future. 

A second and related implication is 
that classic air-to-air fighter duels, 
whether dogfights or with long-range 
missiles, are less likely to take place -
in other words, that the battle for air su­
periority over the battlefield may be­
come one between planes and ground­
based air defenses. 

Just as the new weapons threaten the 
tank on shore, so also they seem to 
threaten the tank's seagoing counter­
part, the large surface warship. One 
major advantage of the warship, how­
ever, is that it affords a platform for a 
dense and varied mix of defensive weap­
ons - missiles, guns and electronics 
which themselves partake of all the 
advantages of the new technologies in 
strengthening the defender whethe.r 
ashore or afloat. 

In deep waters, nonetheless, the sur­
face ship is vulnerable to attack subma­
rines ·which can go faster ·submerged 

than many ships can steam on the sur-
face. , 

In shallow waters, the non-Communist 
navies now as never before face a chal­
lenge of increasing magnitude: the mine 
- a weapon that never gives up, and has 
been greatly sophisticated, especially by 
the Russians. Yet the U.S. Navy has only 
three active minecraft today compared 
to 356 in the Soviet fleet. Indicating the 
priority the USSR attaches to mine war­
fare in the next decade, it has built 140 
minesweepers since 1962; we have built 
none. 

It is reasonable to expect that any 
NATO war in the next decade will see a 
concentrated long-range Soviet mine ef­
fort aimed at closing the ports of the 
Atlantic Coast and thus choking off 
North American seaborne reinforQ~ 
ments that NATO plans depend on., 
Today, all Russian submarines,· much of 
their naval aviation and 75 per cent of 
their surface ships have mine-laying 
capabilities. Are we prepared for mine 
warfare? Mosfexperts think not. 

At sea as well as ashore, the fuel-air 
explosive weapon - possibly in .a missile 
warhead - must be regarded as a future 
shipklller: In 1974, an FAE pomb was ex­
plode9 adjacent to the olq destroyer-es­
cort USS McNulty. The ship opened up 
like a sardine can, rolled over and sank 
before it could even be towed .into deep 
water for decent burial.. • 

With this potent weapon, the world's 
navies fac~ a cheap non-nuclear weapon 
that can sinl( ships as readily as, a small 
atom bomb. 

The latge aircraft carrier - a kind of 

floating born b itself, loaded with ord­
nance, fuel and combustibles, emitting 
every kind of electronic and infrared 
radiation - would furnish a juicy targ¢J ~ 
for such an attack. (But the defenses of 
the modern carrier - maneuver, early 
detection, electronic countermeasures 
its own planes and missiles - make th~ 
ship appreciably les.s .v:ulrierable th~.n ., 
critics assert: no attack carrier has been 
sunk since 1942 in the course of three 
wars.) 

Because of its unerring precision, this 
new firepower will do maximum damage 
to intended targets· and minimum dam­
age to nontargets. . . .... 

In almost no calculations can sudi • 
developments fail to work· impressively 
for the defense. The ability to "see" the 
enemy at night, to detect his movements 
and thus his deploymentsj gives defend­
ers much needed warning of attack. 
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ALICE (AP) - A former Texas voting 
olllclal aeeking "peace of mind" says he 
certified enough fictitious ballots to steal 
an election 29 years ago and launch Lyn­
don Johnson on a path that led to the 
presidency. 

The statement comes from Luis Salas, 
who was the election Judge lor Jim Wells 
County's notorious Box 13, which pro­
duced Just enough votes in the 1948 Texas 
Democratic primary runoll to give John­
son the nomination - then tantamount to 
election - to the U.S. Senate. 

"Johnson did not win that election; it 
was stolen tor him. And l know exactly 
bow it was done," said Salas, now a lean. 
white-haired man ol 76. He was then a 
swarthy 210-pound political henchman 
with absolute say over vote counts in his 
South Texas precinct. 

Post Goo 

'was stolen~ 
dge claims_; 

ofl enough votes to deny Stevenson a 
majority. That forced a runoff between 
Stevenson and Johnson, set tor Aug. 28, 
1948. 

Stevenson, known as "Calculating 
Coke," dldn 't stay in Texas to campaign 
during the next month, but went to 
Washington, looking, it was said, for a 
place to live after the general election. 

Johnson spent the month campaignlng 
intensely. 

One of the places Johnson went stump­
ing was the hot, flat brush country o( 
South Texas - George B. Parr country, 
where the Mexican-American vote seem­
ed always to come in a bloc. 

The power had passed to Parr from 
his rather, Archie, a state senator who 
had sided with Mexican-Americans in a 
1912 battle wl th Anglos over political 
control in Duval County. The younger 
Parr was known as the "Duke of Duval." 

Salas said he was Parr's right-hand 
man In Jim Wells County from 1940 to 
1950, but quit over Parr's failure to sup­
port a fellow Mexican-American who had 
been charged with murder. 

The controversy over that runoff elec­
tion bas been a subject ol tantaliz.ing 
conjecture lor nearly three decades, ever 
since U.S. Sup1-eme Court Justice Hugo 
Black abruptly halted an investigation. 
But the principals have been silent. 
George B. Parr, the South Texas politi­
c a 1 boss whom Salas served Io r a dec­
ade. shot himself to death in April 1975. 
Johnson is dead and so is his opponent. 
Salas, retired trom his railroad telegra­
pher's job, is among the few living per­
sons with direct knowledge ol the 
election. 

"We had the law to ourselves there," 
Salas said. "It was a lawless son-ol-a­
bitch. We had iron control. ll a man was 
opposed Lo us, we'd put him out or busi­
ness. Parr was the Godfather. He bad 
life or death control. 

"We could tell any election judge: 
'Give us 80 per cent of the vote, the other 
guy 20 per cent.' We had it made in 
every election." 

Top picture shows Luis Salas about the time he 

presided over Box 13 in controversial runoff 

election for Democratic Senate ·nomination in 
1948. Picture below shows Salas as he looks 

now. - AP Wirephotos 

Johnson's widow, Lady Bird, was told 
or Salas' statements and said through a 
spokeswoman that "she knows no more 
about the details ol the 1948 election 
other than that charges were made al 
the time, carried through several courts 
and finally to a justice at the Supr<!me 

LBJ, Lady Bird check vote results in 1948 photo 

Court." 
The Associated Press interviewed The AP interviewed everyone connect-

Salas frequently during the past three ed with the case still alive to corroborate 
years, seeking answers to questions Salas' story. One man who got a brief 
which, save for rumors,. were left unan- look at the Box 13 vote tally in the origi­
swered. Only recently did Salas agree to nal investigation was former FBI agent 
tell bis fu1J version of what happened. In T. Kellis Dibrell, who confirmed Salas' 
his soft Spanish accent, Salas said he de- statement that the last 200 votes were in 
cided to break his silence in quest of alphabetical order. 
• ...,__.at mind and to reveal to the peo- " $tuck out lil<e a sQre thumb." s;i!d 
p\,e--tbe-oon,uptionol--politics." ----.-rn·brell. "Also, the last 202 names were 

Salas says now that be lied during an made with the same colored ink, andilf 
aborted investigation of the election in lbe same handwriting, whereas the earli-
1948, when be testified that the vote er names In the poll list were written by 
count was proper and aboveboard. different individuals and in different 

He told lbe AP that Parr ordered that color inks." 
200-odd votes be added to Johnson's total The final statewide count gave John­
from Box 13. Salas said he saw the son an 87-vote margin in a total tally ap­
traudulent votes added in alphabetical proacblng 1 million and earned him the 
order and then certified them as authen- tongue-in-cheek nickname, "Landslide 
tic on orders trom Parr. Lyndon." 

- AP Wirephoto 

Here is how Box 13 generated the haze 
or suseicion Johnson never quite 
dispelled: 

In the Texas of the 1940s, the Demo­
cratic nominee was the sure winner in 
any statewide general election. Any 
battles were fought in the party, and if 
they pad to .Ile. IHlltled In an election, It 
W' s .i ij1,' .thRt munted. 

Te~ octats were split in 1948. 
Johns n 39, was a brash 6-foot-3 

, representing "new" Demo­
id for the U.S. Senate. His 

s Coke R. Stevenson - 60 
leet tall, three times Texas 

ver beaten and the candi-
old" wing ol the party. 
y primary, Stevenson polled 
to 405,617 for Johnson. But a 

ate, George Petty, siphoned 

The night or the runoff, Jim Wells 
County's vote was wired to the Texas 
Election Bureau, the unofficial tabulat­
ing agency: Johnson 1,786, Stevenson 769. 

Three days alter the runoff, with 
Stevenson narrowly leading and the see­
saw count nearly complete, Salas said, a 
meeting was called in Parr's office 10 
miles from Alice. Salas said he met with 
George B. Parr; Johnson; Ed Lloyd, a 
Jim Wells County Democratic Executive 
Committee member, and Bruce Ains­
worth, an Alice city commissioner. Lloyd 
and Ainsworth, like Johnson and Parr, 
now are dead. 

Salas told The AP: 
"Lyndon Johnson said· 'lf 1 can get 

200 more otes, I've got it won.' 
"Parr said to me in Spanish: 'We need 

to win this election. I want you to add 
those 200 votes.' I had already turned in 
my poll and tally sheets to Givens Parr, 
George's brother. 

"I told Parr in Spanish: 'I don't give a 
damn if Johnson wins.' 

"Parr then said: 'Well, for sure you're 

Please see '48 election/page 3A 

Delaying Social Security 

until age 68 under study 
Salas once rode with Villa 

WASHINGTON (UPI) - Commerce 
Secretary Juanita Kreps said Saturday 
administration ortlcials are discussing 
the money-saving possibility of withhold­
ing payment of full Social Security bene­
fits until recipients reach age 68. 

The objective, 
she said, would 
be to ease the 
financial strain 
on the nation's 
pension system. 

Kreps - cau­
tioning that talks 
are only in the 
exploratory stage 
- said the defer­
r a 1 of benefits is 
be l n g discussed 
in conjunction 
with efforts to 
push the manda­
tory retirement 
age beyond 65. Kreps 

Under current law, people are entitled 
to partial Social Security bene!its at age 
62 and full benefits at 65. Many compa­
nies require employes to retire at 65, and 
Kreps thinks that could be changed. 

"If you were to extend work life to 68 
and Dot start Social Security benefits 
until age 68, you would reduce enormous-

ly the Social Security burden," she said 
in an interview. 

Asked i[ she thinks the payment de[er­
ra i idea might become administration 
policy, Kreps replied, "I wish I knew the 
answer lo that. 

"I now see in the press lrequent refer­
ences to the fact that the only way to 
solve the Social Security problem is to 
spread the work life out a little longer. I 
never saw reference to that except in my 
own writings until the last several 
months. 

"It could gain some momentum; It 
could happen. We would do it gradually. 
But I think within eight years it's possi­
ble that could become a policy, sure." 

She said she has been discussing the 
idea with Joseph Califano, secretary ol 
Health, Education and Welfare. 

"I'll keep reminding him," she said. 
Government experts say the Social Se­

curity system could run out ol money in 
luture years if current patterns continue, 
and President Carter has asked Congress 
to dip into general revenue funds to 
shore up the pension reserves. 

According to the Treasury Depart­
ment, which makes out the checks, the 
federal government now pays out $4.5 
billion more In Social Security benefits 
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annually than it collects lrom wo rs 
and employers. 

Kreps long has been an advoc or 
"flexible" working schedules - all ng 
older persons to work beyond age 6 nd 
permitting younger people to tak x­
tended leaves or absence without I ng 
seniority or promotions. 

Carter also has said he thip)<s it i 
lair to require everyone to retire a 
and Labor Secretary Ray Marshall 
ports a bill passed by the House r 

:Committee hilting the mandatorY r 
ment age to 70 !or most Americans ~d 
eliminating it entirely on fed ir•l 
employes. 
. Kreps said expanding one's wo g 

life makes economic sense 
"II you segregate a 11 ~I your lei 

from ages zero to 21 or 22 all your 
from 22 to 64 and then ali' or your re 
ment leisure at the end, you conce~t le 
all the work in the middle ... you rt In 
poverty in youth and old age " she said. 

On another matter Kreps said tl\e 
administration's rcco;d on hiring wor.~n 
so lar is "very disappointing. The Pr.-n­
bers are still very small The admin~lra­
tion's record is not a· bad record !or 
women. But ... to any prole lobai 
woman, it's very disappointing thal we 
haven't been able to do better." 

ALICE (AP) - "Sometimes I 
wonder why I didn't get tbe electric 
chair," said Luis Salas, gen Uy shak­
ing his head as he recalled bis years 
as a henchman ol George B. Parr, 
the late South Texas political 
strongman. 

Now 76 and long retired from his 
telegrapher's job with the Texas­
Mexican Railroad, Salas Jives quiet­
ly with his wile. His two daughters 
-and son are married and have their 
own families. 

Salas reportedly now Jives in the 
Houston area. 

Lean and white-haired, Salas 
seems to feel his age. In his prime, 
he was a tough 210 pounds, packed 
a pistol and was ready lor anything. 

His decade with Parr, controlling 
the vote count lrom Box 13 in Alice, 
followed an exciting period in Mexi­
co where he rode with the revolu­
tionary hero Pancho Villa. 

Salas, born in Durango, Mexico, 
left school after the lourth grade. 
His first job was on a rarm. In 1913 
when he was l2 he was hired by the 
National Railroad of Mexico to 
learn telegraphy. 

"When Pancho Villa came 
through Durango, I lollowed him for 
about 2½ years. He had a huge 
lorce ol about 25,000 men that 
moved by train and horseback. l 
would send messages for Villa's 
army." 

Salas lelt Mexico in 1924, at his 

lather's urging, to help relatives in 
Laredo. He got a warehouseman's 
job there with the railroad. Two 
years later he moved here as a 
telegrapher. 

His interest in politics came alter 
a dispute with SheriJI Charlie Price 
of Jim Wells County. 

"Price cussed me out as a lousy 
Mexican and tried to kill me but 
was stopped. Price tried to force me 
to leave Alice. I told him he had the 
upper hand now but I would have 
my revenge." 

In 1940, a party was formed to op­
pose Price and others. When Salas 
got his citizenship that year he join­
ed. "l met with George B. Parr in 
his San Diego office. Parr told me: 
'If you help us I can guarantee we 
will get rid of Charlie Price.' I said 
OK." 

That began a relationship that 
lasted 10 years. "I had lots of 
power," Salas said. "I was a police­
man at one lime and later a deputy 
sherifl. Really I was a troubleshoot­
er for Parr." 

Salas and Parr split in 1950 after 
Sam Smithwick, a Mexican deputy 
sherifl, was jailed on a charge of 
murdeling a radio news reporter. 

"I asked George B. what he was 
going to do to help Sam. He told me 
he could do nothing since Sam had 
killed an Anglo. I asked him if the 
victim had been a Mexican could he 
do something? Parr said he thought 

he could because an Anglo and a 
Mexican were two different things. 

That was enough for me. I was 
through with Parr (rom then on." 

Looking back, Salas wonders al 
Parr's power over Mexican-Ameri­
cans. "Why do people lollow like 
sheep? We all did it." 

In 1974, when the Associa Led 
Press began an investigation into 
Box 13, Salas was still in Alice and 
in the phone book. 

The probe opened with a knock 
on the door of his small, frame 
house. 

Although 26 years had passed 
since the controversial election. 
Salas said he had no intention or 
telling anybody anything. 

But over the years - as princi­
pa Is in the case died - Salas be­
came more willing to talk. The AP 
conducted at least a dozen inter­
views with Salas during I he three 
years since the first contact and 
also interviewed all others connect­
ed with the case and still alive. 

The result was Salas' startling 
account of how a few men in a 
small south Texas town manipulat­
ed history. 

Does Salas feel better after dis­
cussing Box 13? "I don't have much 
lime left to live. Yes, I feel better 
that I told the story." 

If war comes, ,nost shots won't miss 
By COL. ROBERT 0. HEINL JR. 
NA.NA-Detroit News 

WASHINGTON - The world is at a 
watershed in military technology. 

Ever since soldiers began shootlo,g at 
each other most sbots have missed· In 
the ~ext. war, most shots - at least tJ108e 
against important targets_ will hit. 

In Napoleon's time it took a 10n ol 
lead to inflict each' casualty ourlng 
World War Il about seven tons' of fllunl­
tlons were required to kill a single 
enemy, 

By 1985, however, accuracy wil1 no 
longer depend on range. Most i,ofllba, 
shells and missiles will haye a tJllller 
than 50 per cent chance o( hitlinl s~ 

targets al extreme range, wheth~r 4,000 
yards [or a TOW antitank missile, 400 
miles for a Tomahawk shipklller, or 2,000 
miles for a submarine-launched nuclear­
lipped Cruise missile. 

This new accuracy, the single-round 
kill resulting rrom what are called 
"precision-guided munitions" (PGM), is 
the greatest advance in warfare si nee 
the development or rifling. 

But heightened accuracy alone Is not 
the whole story. Other changes now tak­
ing place, for example, eliminate night 
on the battlelleld. 

Anything that can be accurately plot­
ted on a map can be hit by weapons to 
which darkness means nothing. 

Lethal minefields can be precision-laid 

at long range by artillery shells, while 
enemy mines can be precision-detonated 
by rocket-launched charges. New ammu­
nition can drill through any conventional 
armor now made. At least one new 
explosive can generate the blast and 
pressure elfects of most tactical nuclear 
weapons. 

These a re some but by no means all 
the startling developments in military 
technology which are already here. Un­
like nuclear weapons, there is no uncer­
tainty as to whether they will be used 
when combat comes. No planner can ig­
nore their impllcations for the next 
round. 

These new weapons and techniques 
call lo r near-total reorganiza tlon of the 

armament, tactics and structure of the 
U.S. armed forces. 

They also raise disturbing questions: 
What will be the e[fect of the new tech­
nologies on big expensive advanced air­
craft like the embattled B-1 or F-14? On 
new model battle tanks? On big aircraft 
carriers and surface warships generaUY? 
Will today's balance between oUense aD<I. 
defense, dating from World War Il, tilt 
back toward the delense? 

The heart ol it all, from which the 
above and many other questions and 
implications stem, lies in the interaction 
or three elements, all or which are now 
making or already have made major 
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'48 Senate election 'was stolen' 
for LBJ, ex-vote judge claillls 

1 

' GEORGE PARR 

STEVENSON 

By JAMES W. MANGAN 
, Associated Press Writer 

ALICE (AP) - A former Texas voting 
official seeking "peace of mind" says he 
certified enough fictitious ballots to steal 
an election 29 years ago and launch Lyn­
don Johnson on a path that led to the 
presidency. 

The statement comes from Luis Salas, 
who was the election judge for Jim Wells 
County's notorious Box 13, which pro­
duced just enough votes in the 1948 Texas 
Democratic primary runoff to give John­
son the nomination - then tantamount to 
election - to the U.S. Senate. 

"Johnson did not win that election; it 
was stolen for him. And I know exactly 
how it was done," said Salas, now a lean, 
white-haired man of 7 6. He was then a 
swarthy 21():.pound• political henchman 
with absolute say over vote counts in t\is 
South Texas precinct. 

The controversy over that runoff elec­
tion has been a subject of tantalizing 
conjecture for nearly three decades, ever 
since U.S. Supreme Court Justice Hugo 
Black abruptly halted an investigation. 
But the principals have been silent. 
George B. • Parr, the South Texas politi­
cal boss whom Salas served for a dec­
ade, shot himself to death in April 1975. 
Johnson is dead and so is his opponent. 
Salas, retired from his railroad telegra­
pher's job, is among the few living per­
sons. with direct knowledge of the 
election; 

Johnson's widow, Lady Bird, was told 
of Salas' statements and said through a 
spokeswoman that "11he knows no more 
about the details of the 1948 election 
other than that charges were made at 
the time, carried through several courts 
and finally to a justice at the Supreme 
Court.'' 

The Associated Press interviewed 
Salas frequently during the past three 
years, seeking ans·wers to questions 
which, save for rumors,. were left unan­
swered. Only recently did Salas agree to 
tell his full version of what happened. In 
his soft Spanish accent, Salas said he de­
ci d ed to break his silence in quest. of 
u.,.,..~J.., mirvl •!Jn.-1 ,tft r.o.uo~1 "tn. t'ha ~ 

LBJ, Lady Bird check vqJe results in 1948 photo 

The AP interviewed everyone connect­
ed with the case still alive to corroborate 
Salas' story; One man who got a brief 
look at the Box 13 vote tally in the origi­
nal inv~ation was former FBI agerit 
T. Kellis Dibrell, who confirmed Salas' 
statement that the last 200 votes were in. 
alphabetical' order. • 

oi:IT4- ____ ,_ ---4. 'I.J.1-- - ---- 6-L •. -.1,,. ,, --•l.:1 

- AP Wirephoto 

Here is how Box 13 generated the haze 
of suspicion Johnson never quite 
dispelloo: 

In the Texas of the 1940s, the Demo­
cratic norp.inee was the sure winner in 
any statewide general election. Any 
battles were (ought in the party, and if 

they had to: be settled in an election, it 
•••- ... " - -~. --• •L-• ___ .__,,.._..J 

off enough votes to deny Stevenson a 
majority. That forced a runoff between· 
Stevenson and Johnson, set for Aug. 28, ' 
1948. 

Stevenson, known as "calculating 
Coke," didn't stay in Texas to campaign 
during the next month, but wenrto -
Washington, looking, it was said, for a 
place to live after the general election. 

Johnson spent the month campaigning 
intensely. 

One of the places Johnson went stump­
ing was the l}ot, flat brush country-of. 
South Texas - George B. Parr. country, 
where the Mexican-American ·vote seem'. 
ed always to come in a bloc. 

The power had passed to Parr from. 
his father, Archie, a state senator who 
had sided with Mexican-Americans in a 
1912 battle with Anglos over political 
control in Duval County. The younger . 
Parr was known as the "Duke of Duval." 

Salas said he was Parr's right-hand 
man in Jim Wells County from 1940 to 
1950, but quit over Parr's failure to sup­
port a fellow Mexican-American who had 
been charged with murder. 

"We had the law to ourselves there,!! 
Salas said. "It was. a lawless son-of-a­
bitch. We had iron control. If a man was 
opposed to us, we'd put him out of busi­
ness. Parr was the Godfather. He had 
life or death control. 

"We could tell any election judge: 
'Give us 80 per cent of the vote, the other 
guy 20 per cent.' We had it mad.e in 
every election." 

The night of the runoff, Jim Wells 
County's vote was wired to the Texas 
Election Bureau, the unofficial tabulat­
ing agency: Johnson 1;786, Stevenson 769. 

Three days after the runoff, with 
Stevenson narrowly leading and the see­
saw count nearly complete, Salas said, a 
meeting was called in Parr's office 10 
miles from Alice. Salas· said he met with 
George B. Parr; Johnson; Ed Lloyd, a 
Jim Wells County Democ.ratic Executive 
Committee member, and Bruce Ains­
worth, an Alice city commissioner. Lloyd 
and Ainsworth, like Johnson and Parr, 
now are dead. 

Salas told The AP: 
"'T.vnrllwa .Tnhn«mn 4Hti;rl• 'Tf T t'l!:ln aot 

Top picture shows Luis Salas about the tiine he 
presided over Box 13 in controversial runoff 
election for Democratic Senate nomination in 
1948. Pie~ below shows Salas as he looks 
now. - AP Wirephotos 



:saw ays now Ulat he lied during an 
aborted investigation ol the election In 
1948, when he testifted that the vote 
count was proper and aboveboard. 

He told the AP that Parr ordered that 
200-odd votes be added to Johnson's total 
from Box 13. Salas said he saw the 
fraudulent votes added in alphabetical 
order and then certified them as authen­
tic on orders from Parr. 

lbade With tie sarde ~--~. and11t 
the arne handwriting, whereas the earli­
er names in the poll lilt were written by 
different indivlduali and in different 
color inks." 

The final statewide count gave John­
son an 87-vote margin in a total tally ap­
proaching 1 million and earned him the 
tongue-in-cheek nickname, "Landslide 
Lyndon." 

Joau.on, tfn 39, was a !rub 6-foot-3 
c~ repteNUtiag "new" Dem~ 
era.._ in Illa 1lid for the U.S. Senate. H1I 
opponent••• Coke R. Stevenson - 60 
years oid, lb feet tall, three times Teu.s 
governor, •ver beaten and the candi­
date ol the "'old" wing of the party. 

1n the July primary, Stevenson polled 
477,077 votes to 405,617 for Johnson. But a 
third candidate, George Petty, siphoned 

"PalT said to me in Spanlah: 'We need 
to win this election. I want you to add 
thoae 200 votes.' I had already turned in 
my poll and tally sheets to Givens Parr, 
George's brother. 

"I told Parr in Spanish: 'I don't give a 
damn if Johnson wins.' 

"Parr then said: 'Well, for sure you're 
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Delaying Social Security 
until age 68 under study 

Salas once rode with Villa 

WASHINGTON ( U Pl) - Commerce 
Secretary Juanita Krel)6 said Saturday 
administration officials are discussing 
the money-saving possibility of withhold­
ing payment of full Social Security bene­
fits until recipients reach age 68. 

The objective, 
she said, would 
be to ease the 
financial strain 
on the nation's 
pension system. 

Krel)6 - cau­
tioning that talks 
are only in the 
exploratory stage 
- said the defer­
r a 1 of benefits is 
being discussed 
in conjunction 
with efforts to 
push the manda­
tory retirement 
age beyond 65. 

Under current law, people are entitled 
to partial Social Security benefits at age 
62 and full benefits at 65. Many compa­
nies require employes to retire at 65, and 
KreP6 thinks that could be changed. 

"If you were to extend work life to 68 
and aot start Social Security benefits 
until age 68, you would reduce enormous-
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ly the Social Security burden," she said 
in an interview. 

Asked if she thinks the payment defer­
ral idea might become administration 
policy, Krel)6 replied, "I wish I knew the 
answer to that. 

"I now see In the press frequent refer­
ence~ to the fact that the only way to 
solve the Social Security problem bi to 
spread the work life out a little longer. I 
never saw reference to that except in my 
own writings until the last several 
months. 

"It could gain some momentum; it 
could happen. We would do it gradually. 
But I think within eight years it's possi­
ble that could become a policy, sure." 

She said she bas been discussing the 
idea with Joseph Califano, secretary of 
Health, Education and Welfare. 

"I'll keep reminding him," she said. 
Government experts say the Social Se­

curity system could run out of money in 
future years if current patterns continue, 
and President Carter has asked Congress 
to dip into general revenue funds to 
shore up the pension reserves. 

According to the Treasury Depart­
ment, which makes out the checks, the 
federal government now pays out $4.5 
billion more in Social Security benefits 

Mr. Weatherby 
HOUSTON: Partly cloudy Sun­

day. High Sunday mid-9&, low 
early Monday low- 701. For more 
weather, see page 2A. 

annually than it collects from workers 
and employers. 

Krel)6 long has been an advocate of 
"flexible" working schedules - allowing 
older persons to work beyond age E and 
permitting younger people to take ex­
tended leaves of ablence without losing 
seniority or promotions. 

Carter also has said he thinks it is un­
fair to require everyone to retire at 65, 
and Labor Secretary Ray Marshall sup­
ports a bill passed by the House Labor 

.Committee hilting the mandatory retire­
ment age to 70 for most Americana and 
eliminating it entirely on federal 
employe&. 
~ said expanding one's working 

life makes economic sense. 
"If you segregate all of your leisure 

from ages zero to 21 or 22, all yow-work 
from 22 to 64 and then all of your retire­
ment leisure at the end, you concentrate 
all the work in the middle . . . you 're in 
poverty in youth and old age," she said. 

On another matter, Kreps said the 
administration's record on hiring women 
so far is "very disappointing. The num­
bers are still very small. The administra­
tion's record is not a bad record for 
women. But ... to any professional 
woman, it's very disappointing that we 
haven't been able to do better." 

ALICE (AP) - "Sometimes I 
. wonder why I didn't get the electric 
chair," said IAJis Salas, gently shak­
ing bfs head as he recalled his years 
as a henchman ol George B. Parr, 
the late South Texas political 
strongman. 

Now 76 and long retired from his 
telegrapher's job with the Texas­
Mexican Railroad, Salas lives quiet­
ly with his wife. His two daughters 
-and son are married and have their 
own families. 

Salas reportedly now lives in the 
Houston area. 

Lean and white-haired, Salas 
seems to feel his age. In his prime, • 
he was a tough 210 pounds, packed 
a pistol and was ready for anything. 

Hts decade with Patr, controlling 
the vote count from Box 13 in Alice, 
followed an exciting period in Mexi­
co where be rode with the revolu­
tionary hero Pancho Villa. 

Salas, born in Durango, Mexico, 
left school after the fourth grade. 
His first job was on a farm. In 1913 
when ·he was 12 he was hired by the 
National Raih;:oad ol Mexico to 
learn telegraphy. 

"When Pancho Villa came 
through Durango, I followed him foc 
about 2¥., years. He had a huge 
force of about 25,000 men that 
moved by train and horseback. I 
would send messages for Villa's 
army.'' 

Salas left Mexico in 192t, at his 

father's urging, to help relatives 1n 
~- He got a warehouseman's 
job there with the railroad. Two 
years later he moved here as a 
telegrapher. • 

His interest in politics came after 
a dispute with Sheriff Charlie Price 
ol Jim Wells County. 

"Price cussed me out as a lowly 
Mexican and tried to klll me but 
was stopped. Price tried to force me 
to leave Allee. I told him he had the 
upper hand now but I would have 
my revenge.•• : • 

In lHl, a party was formed to op-· 
pose Price and others. When Salas 
got bis cltl2Jenship that year he join­
ed. "I met with George B. Parr in 
his San Diego office. Parr told me: 
'If you help us I can guarantee we 
will get rid of Charlie Price.' I said 
OK." 

That began a relationship that 
lasted 10 years. "I had lots of. 
power," Salas said. •~1 was a police­
man at one time and later a deputy 
sheriff. Really I was a troubleshoot­
er for Parr." 

Salas and Parr split in 1950 after 
Sam Smithwick, a Mexican deputy 
sheriff, was jailed on a charge of 
murdering a radio news reporter. 

"I asked George B. what he was 
going to do to help Sam. He told me • 
he could do nothing since Sam had 
killed an Anglo. I asked him If the 
victim bad been a Mexican could he 
do something? Parr said he thought 

he ·could because an Anglo and a 
Mexican were two different things. 

That was enough for me. I was 
through with Parr from then on." 

Looking back, Salas wonders at 
Parr's power over Mexican-Ameri­
cans. "Why do people follow like 
sheep? We all did it." 

In 19H, when the Associated· 
Press began an investigation into.-~ 
Box ta. Salas. was still in Alice •~­
in the phone book. -~ , 

The probe opened with a knock 
on the door of bis small, fram~ ~. 
house. ··'" 

Although 1.6 years had passed. 
since the controversial election; 
Salas said he had no intention of· 
telling anybody anything. ·, ~ • 

But over the years - as princf'..: 
pals in the case died - Salas be- ' 
came more willing to talk. The AP ,. 
conducted at least a dozen Inter- ·_ 
views with Salas during the three .., 
years sin~ the first contact and -~ 
also interviewed all others connect- :: 
ed with the case and still alive. • .. 

The result was Salas' ~~ 
account of how a few men In a~ 
small south Texas town manipula't- • 
ed history. 

Does Salas feel better after dis­
cussing Box 13? "I don't have much • 
time left to live. Yes, I feel better 
that I told the atory." 

If war comes, most shots won't miss 
By COL. ROBERT D. HEINL B. 
NANA-Detnlt News 

WASHINGTON - The world ill at a 
watershed in military technology. 

Ever since soldiers began shooting at 
each other most shots have misaed. In 
the next war, most shots - at least those 
against important targets - will hit. 

1n Napoleon's time, it took a ton of 
lead to inflict each casualty. During 
World War Il about seven tollli al muni­
tions were required to kill a 1iagle 
enemy. 

By 1985, however, accuracy will no 
longer depend on range. Most 'bombs, 
shells and missiles will have a better 
than 50 per cent chance of hiUiJII maall 

targets at extreme range, whether 4,000 
yards for a TOW antitank missile, 400 
miles for a Tomahawk shipkiller, or 2,000 
miles for a submarine-launched nuclear­
tipped Cruise missile. 

This new accw-acy, the single-round 
kill resulting from what are called 
"precision-guided munitions" (PGM), is 
the greatest advance in warfare since 
the development of rifling. 

But heightened accuracy alone is not 
the whole story. Other changes now tak­
ing place, for example, eliminate night 
on the battlefield. 

Anything that can be accurately plot­
ted on a map can be hit by weapons to 
which darkness means nothing. 

Lethal minefields can be precision-laid 

at long range by artillery shells, while 
enemy mines can be precision-detonated 
by rocket-launched charges. New ammu­
nition can drlll through any conventional 
armor now made. At least one new 
explosive can generate the blast and 
pressure effects of most tactical nuclear 
weapons. 

These are some but by no means all 
the startling developments in military 
technology which are already here. UQ­
like nuclear weapons, there bi no uncer­
tainty as to whether they will be Wied 
when combat comes. No planner can ig­
nore their implications for the next 
round. 

These new weapons and techniques 
call for near-total reorgani2ation of the 

armament, tactics and structure or the 
U.S. armed forces. 

They also raise disturbing questions: 
What will be the effect of the new tech­
nologies on big expensive advanced air­
craft like the embattled B-1 or F-14? On 
new model battle tanks? On big aircraft 
carriers and surface warships generall.Y? 
Will roday's balance between offense aA4 
defense, dating from World War Il, tilt 
back toward the defense? 

The heart of it all, from which the 
above and many other questions and 
implications stem, lies in the interaction 
of three elements, all of which are now 
making or already have made major 
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