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FOR RELEASE AT 2: 00 p . m., EST , 
THURSDAY, l\J.:ay 21 , 1964 

Office of the P ress Secre tary 
to Iv:rs. Johnson 

Th"'E WHITE HOUSE 

REW.LARKS BY ~lRS. IYNDON B. JOHNSON, 
DEDICATION C EREMONY, BRE ATl-llTT 

COUNTY COilSEU M, J ACKSON, K.ENTUCI\ Y 

Governor Breathitt, Congressman Pe rkins, }h rs. Turner, 
Treva and friends: 

We have just visited the Lick Branch School in the beautiful mountains 
nearby and found a g roup of bright, alert , clean and healthy children in 
a primitive school building which was just as neat and orderly as i t s 
pupils and their teachers. We met the warm- hearted neighbors who 
heat the children's lunche s and bake cornbread and do many wonderful 
thing s for the youne sters ; and 1 threw the switch int roducing electricity 
into the school. 

Now, we come to Jackson to dedicate a bran~ new gymnasium replacing 
the one built by the "!.J•! . P . A. I am so proud to k now that the old gymna­
s ium was dedicated in this ve r y t own by one of the e reat women of our 
nation -- Mrs . Eleanor Roosevelt. On January 28, 1938 -- twenty-five 
years a go - - M rs . Roosevelt stood near this very spot to be introduced 
by a bri 3ht young hi3h school s t udent, Shafter Watts -- Mrs. Roosevelt 
told of her work at the w·ashington Railroad Station during the F irst 
World 'Nar and the imp ression an incident made on her. A rather 
s t riking -looking youne soldier would not buy a post card to write home. 
She busied herself to find out why, and learned his home folk s could not 
read any message he would send, and he could not r ead anything they 
r.ai ght sendto him. 

i:It always has seem.ed sad to n1e , 11 she s aid, ' 'that there could exist any ­
where in this country a method of living under which it would be possible 
that one who was going away from home t o - - he k new not where - - could 
leave with the distressful feeling that he could not write to those he left 
behind or himself read what they m i ght send to him. 11 

Much prog ress hao been made s ince then in the fields of lit e racy and 
general education. i'l:uch remains t o be done . 

Breathitt High School can certainly be proud of its role in this community. 
I have been informed that 90% of the teacher s p re sently employed in the 
county school system are graduates from Breat hitt High School and have 
at least an A. B. or B. 3 . Deg ree. Gever al hold Masters Degrees and 
above . Mrs. Turner -- who hao se r ved thi s county so well these many 
years -- tells me that your graduates include doctors , nurses, a minister 
and many other types of professions . Thirty students from the Lie!< Branch 
School have come here and graduated from B reathitt High. 

V/ith the development of the mind and spirit must go the strengthening of 
the body. This new gymnasi um symbolizes the steps we a s a nation are 
tak ing to s t rengthen the physical fitness of our youth -- our greatest 
natural resource. Here a gain much progress has been made , but as the 
nation' s un.duly hi gh percentage of draft rejection s shows , much still 
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remains to be done. With more facilities such as this, our boys and 
girls across the country will increasingly be physically fit, mentally 
awake, and morally straight. 

Jackson is certainly getting things done! Today, we dedicate a new 
gymnasium. Very soon you will dedicate a new Courthouse - - just up 
the street. This i s another sign of growth and confidence. This Court­
house, I'm told, is one of 188 Accelerated P ublic Vvor ks programs in 
the Cu mberland area. These projects represent a Federal investment 
of approximately $25 m illion. But here's a statistic that is much more 
important than that - - the people of Kentucky through their state and 
local govel'nments have p rovided $55 million in matching funds to pay 
for those 188 projects. Earlier this month, I vi~ited in Atlanta and was 
proud to dedicate a new auditorium for the Com.municable Disease 
Center -- built on the same p artnership basis as you have built this 
gym.nasium - - the American principle of local initiative bolstered and 
st r engthened by Federal suppor t. 

This i s the kind of concrete evidence of Kentucky pioneer self-help and 
self-reliance t hat makes the P r esident and all America so confident of 
victory in our war a gainst poverty. 


