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I l ove being back in Tyler. This is the part o f Texas I 
know best and it is full o f oecories f or oe. I we!l r eoeobe r 
when con ing t o Tyle r was a big thrill for a girl froo Karhack. 
It was usually t o attend a hard•fought f ootbal l gaoe be t ween cy 
own Marshall High School and Tyler. This corning I f elt aga in 
that s ensation o f pleasant anticipation. 

Tyler has changed, like all the South f or the better. Two 
weeks ago , I whistl e-stopped 1682 o iles through e ight Sout hern 
states bustling with activity and prosperity ~ It was hearten­
ing t o s ee the South keeping pace with the rest o f the nation, 
fulfilling an i oportant r o le in tne econoc y, expanding i ts 
schools and collag es, preservj.ng its special brand o f gentility 
and cultur e. 

I saw s oaething e lse froo the a ooent I arrived in Tyle r and 
it pleased me ~ Tyler , I saw, has retained its old Southern grace 
and charm. I saw it in the f eoiliar. faces, heard it in the 
vo ices and f elt it in the welcoae. 

It is truly wonderful t o be he r e again and s ee the red dirt 
hills, pine t rees, and especially the r os es. I'c s o glad you 
saved sooe o f the r os e f esti val de cor atiocs f o r oe and I' a 
honor ed t o coce and plant the Uhite Be auty Ros e. 

I a.c always aoved by be autiful, natural growing things f or 
they r eaind c e o f the s e r enity ~"ld continuity o f life that soce­
tices g ets l ost in our bus y daily rounds . I f eel r eassured 
when coomunitie s p ay tribute to the wonders o f nat ure with parks 
and gardens and f estivals such as your world r enowned Ros e · 
Festival . 

Just a few days ago the P~esident and I , f ollowing the cus t oc 
o f o any Presidents since Thooas J e fferson, planted coooeoor ative 
trees on the White House lawn . fie chose one of the evergreen 
Darlington oaks aloost i dentical t o the live oaks which abound in 
the Te xas country where n y husband grew up and a w~.llow o ak 
native t o Southeast Teitas. 

On t his oc:casion, t he Pres i der\t said a f ew wor ds t o t he 
fri ends and Whi te House s t aff gathered e.round . He r emarked t hat 
it was a histor i c day with the Russians changing l eaders h ip and 
the Chinese de t ona t i •.lg a nuclear device, but even so it was · · .•. 
fitting f or the Preztdent o f the United Sta t es t o t ake a f ew 
c inutes t o plant a tre e. He s a id tha t when this tree gr ew to 
c aturity it would s hade gener ations ye t mborn and that a 
President rs daily work, like this tree , e;hould be f o.r cor e than 
his own tiae. 

This was no t t he expression o f a philos ophy new t o c y 
husband . It has been part o f hie all through bl s years in public 
life . My husband is wi dely k nown t o be a busy and active -- yes, 
even rather urgently active nan. But he is soa ething else ~ In 
t hi s c a.cpaign he is a t ocorrow-a an f a builder- can, a going-ahe ad 
c an; a c an una fraid t o run that race with racing tice t hat o ust 
be run by all ~ all aen and all nations -~ who do not wish t o be 
l eft in the slack waters of his tory o 

I ao an east Texan and proud o f it o I am a De~ocrat and 
proud o f i t. I have -- f or 29 years -- had a front~row s e at on 
what the gove r na ent and the c en and wooen who p!ay the har d , daily 
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r ol e in it, do about the p:oblecs that coce before tbem. f.n~. 
I know tast the Deooc&'a.tic P.a.:rty t:ries to evlve thel:l, not j ua·t 
deplore thee . 

The President started his career in Congres s in the depress­
ion years and neither of us can forget the oa~ks of poverty that 
scarred Texas and the nation -- hungry children, and men with 
only despair in their eyes . 

The~e cecories of depression cay seec part of the past to 
those who live in prosperous times, but no one who has traveled 
as the President and I have traveled -- can fail to recognize
that there are still c any places left behind in the carch of 
progress. 

The president has brought this lesson of the past ta the 
White Hvuse as our Governor John Connally has brought it to the 
statehouse. Together I know they will bring solid progress and 
prosperity to all par.ts of Texas and the nation& 

I brought sooe fri ends with ce t oday and I want t o introduce 
theo t o you now , but first I would like t o t ell you sooething 
about thee. 

They are the wives of the Secretaries of Def ense, Agriculture 
and Labor. They are oothers and honeoakers and they all have 
oany offictal duties. But they go far beyond those in giving
service t o t heir cooounities. Aoong the things th0y do are teach~ 
ing r eoedi al reading t o boys and girls who oight other wis e drop 
out of school, they help find j obs f or t eenagers during the 
suooer ~d f or the physically handicapped. But what I want to 
t ell you about t oday is the way they have broken through poop 
and pro t oeol t o givo iaportant f or eign visitors a be tter l ook at 
how Aoericans liveo 

Margie McNaoara, wife of our Secretary of Def ense, gave a 
luncheon on the Saquoia for the wife of the Prosidef".t o f Costa 
Rica, Mrs~ Orlich. That was not unusual, but the guests wereo 
Since Mrs. Orlich was inter eat ed in s ocial work ~ tb~ guests were 
all wocen active in that field who wer e given ~ opr.nrtu~~ty t o 
chat inforoally with the Costan Rican Fir.st Lacq abou t t ..: ::;ir wor k. 

When the Japane.-.·e Cabinet and t heir wiv es v i s:!.ted t h.a United 
States : .!'a.oe F~:?<acan and .:' ane Wirtz invited t heo t o a progr essive 
luncheon. ·rhe~;· served t h e nain course in one of their horaes and 
dessert and cc i :~'9e ~ :::. the cthe:t , j u .:- t. t ho way we often clo i n 
Taxa.s . I-:. g ave t he : :.i.pat. r , •e l. ~::lies ~ ch~.: .ce ~o s ee ::hei T houses 
and to ce0 .: t1a:<· oo:. ; peo! ·.. e t i..l o.n tf. 'Y co."!.ld r.ave :f.·c the~- had 
been seat ": ·~ at a. f o:-.· ta.l ].\ _~hoon. 

1 ~
and l hop E. you t '•.J. h t . ·:e a c i.nut c. to .shake 11ando -::-.nd , ~:!at bef ore 
we go. 

I war-~ then t o tep n;.: an.d tak .: a bo ..1 so you' J:?~ know thee 

And, ..J.OW bef or e we go on trave!ing across Texas 1 I just want 
to l eave you with t h:\s thonght . 

My husband served t :J·'- .::1 state al.id na ·,:~.on fo~: 1 2 years in the 
Hous e of Representat ives , :•.2 y~a.rs ~:.n the Senate, t hree year s as 
Vice Pres:'i r•ent !:Ulcl ior el even a.:·duou.s , deoand:!:.:.g oon·!;hs a:~ 
your Pres~ iiGnt with what a wife can only desc:r.·i =>e as a l o t of 
det e1·oination, energy and devotion to the cost deeanding f'OSition 
in the free world. 

I ao proud of that reco~d and I hop e you will want to 

cont i nue it. 


And I ho~e you will yote Deooc~atic right down the l ine 
fi·oc t he flhite House t o t hG courthouse. 

#### 

http:icporta.nt
http:na�,:~.on
http:co."!.ld
http:ch~.:.ce



