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Secretary Udall , Govern o r Bro'7n, Mr. Hartzog , friends at the ocen.nsicle : 

1 h~pe you a re a ll comfortable , and enj cs.ying, as much as 1 am that 
otrong salt brccze and roaring surf. This is a thrilling pl~ce , and Govcl'nor, 
I am ao g l nd yon invited me hcrc to c~.tch the ocean air , and sec for 
myseH this Pacifie palisade that i s now a Na tional Sea shore bclonging to 
a ll of America. 

The story of the prese r vation of Point Reyes as a National Sea.sho re 
i s a bright star in the galaxy of conservatio11 <lchievements of the 1960 1o. 
It began w ith thou oands of c oni:e rned citi.zens who knew the se lim ber 
grë.s ses and d1·a matic cliffs, the vis t11s and mood of the sea , and r ealized 
that these thin.gs would be sullied and destroyed, if positive fiteps to prc ­
serve them were not take:l. 

The story includes the vis i on and leadership of Secretary Udci.11, 
who knew how few acres of Pacifie seashore wcre open for public u s e, to 
t he la tc Clem Mille r , ·who authored the legisJation, and to Governor Bro'\.711, 
who advancecl the c ause of a national seashore every step of the wa)'• 

No one knows better than t he g r ass-roots conservationi st the value 
of a believer in the Governor ' s cha ir! 

In the past, Point Reyes has bce n dcsc ribed as a "land that tirno 
forgot." Today its quiet i solation i s the e.ame , even t hough it is a famou s 
Nationa l Seashore. We a r e here to celebrél.te the fact that .!ifty or one 
hundred y ca r s fro m no\•1 , if we do our work \ve ll, it will still be the same 
untrammelcd shoreline . 

The Nati onal Park Service holds t his piece o f the American earth in 
trust for the na tion. I hope it wil.l be protected from bumper-to-bumper 
traffic, , and remain always a place of peace. 

For one of the dominant facts of modern timec i s tha t Americans , 
who, traditioually , have bcen clo se to the l a nd, now live and work 
farther and !arther from natural surroundings. Evcry person wants a 
sense of ''place" and a place where he c an be a t repose. For rnany, many 
Ame ric<'.ns that ''place 1' of refre shment will be l and owned by a ll the 
people -- park!i , seashores, r efuges of one kind or another. It i s of 
paramount importance that we save and set aside cnough. sanctuaries for 
the future . The growing needs of a urban America arc quickening the tick 
of the conserva tion clock. 

I ba ve always felt tha t t he myth of Hercules and the giant , .~ntaeus , 
h a d a messa3e for modern t imcs. Anta.eus , if you r emembe r, was the 
s on of the Sea God, and bis mother "vas the Earth. He was invincible 
so l ong as h e rcr:1ained in conta ct \Vith h i s Mothe r Earth. According 
t o the story, Hercules di scov e r cd the source of Antcaus ' st•cn3tb , l ütc:i 
bim !rom earth , and .c:-u shed birn in the air, 

The cru shing force ~ c{ OU!" ac; e are diffe rent , but t hz f a t'e no l e ss 
destructive un.l ess p lai:es like thls one r er:ia.in where p~ople c~ n !'.?e p in 
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toucb -• :md in tune - - with tho kn<l nnd t h e oc a , ~nd t h :.) ir 0 \7tl pcace of 
minù . 

A o Tho1·c~u wrote eo l onc ago , nr.d oo appropriatcl y : 

" W c muot be i·cfrc she d by tho oitc of inexlm u ctibl e 
vigo1·, va.ot and t it<:u1ic fe~turcs , t he aoa. - coast \"1ith 
ito wre cko, the w ilùc rnc ao w it h its living a nd its 
deca ying t roc a , the thundc r-clo ud, and t he r o. iu 
which l aot a th r c e Ytecka and p r o<luceo fre ohc t o. Wo 
n e ed t o witncs s our ow 11 limita tl.·a n og r cs ee d , and 
eom o lifo pasturing frc c ly • • • " 

North of hcro , a fep hundrcd miles, is nn othe r d r nm a tic a r oa 
\vorthy of na t iona l pa rk prote ction - - a nd , of course , you know 1 ep~ak 
of the r e dwood s . T h ose tree s arc im morta lity livin3 among s t u s . I 
h ope I have t he privllc ge of vis iting it a s a na tional park sorne day. 

Thi a i o one of the mo at e njoya ble evcningo iu my m emor y, \7it h 
t he light glinting off the s ul'f , a nd the vita lit y of theae tide o. 1 cheri ob 
th e opportunity t o be in Marin Co\U1ty,where con oer vation i s a w ay of 
l üc. .. 

Let us dedicatc Point Re ye s Nat i ona l Seasho rc to the v italit y of 
t he Amel'ic a n p eople , a.nd t o gcne r a tion s y ct unborn \"J ho will corne hc r c 
with the cont ine nt at t he i r b~cks a nd ga ze a far, into immen s Hy. 


