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My Friends : 

.. . . 

The President as ked me to bring you his..greetings this morning . He 

wou ld like to be standing here today - - but the search for healing in our 6-~· n 


America and for ')eace in the ;vorld arc his first ·business . No-one is seeking . 

tha"t peace ~rnd that calm for a troubled nation more than he is . 


l have talked to the President and he bas asked me to keep the 
c ommitrnents I have made Nhich 'Nere undertaken - - to , perhaps in some smëlll 
way, ~ -J contribute to better und ers tancl ing between peoples . Tri:;t is v1hüt this 
cercmony is all about . 

Wïth the cal m and prayerful work of all of us, we will mend our wounds 

and move ahead . · So let us not set the firns of ha.tred but quench them . 


'l\vo years ago , I vis ited the site of HernisFair . I hava vivid memory 
o f the q~aint old German-English school - - a fountain , harmonious land scaping , 
and a lovely terra ce . Now tha t good taste is evident everyvvhere here. This is 
truly a place of lifo and beau ty .... " all 92 a c res of HemisFair . 

. / : . •• . ·'· • • : - t . 

What impresses me most· about this place is not its size, but it s warm , '. 
human scale. Hemis Fair is like a small town : .intirnate , 'lively and exciting ; 

.. c lea1~ly a pla9.e for pe ople . 

But t here is also something great and spacious in this spot , with its noble 
themo: a sense that Man , for all his differences and d i.sagreemonts , bas a 
groat capacity for uni ty and coopcrn Li.on . 
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The theme of Eernis F::iir - - "Tho Confluence of C ivilizé.ltions in th e 
l~mcricù s " -- re minds us thclt v1e· are liv ing ~n a greù t ùg e o f vùr it: LY and 
cx cLtemen t. Vlfha t vve have become, 'Ne owe to clqz en s of_s)jfforent :)c2.EL~ 

r'- ..... 

.!.!~~.!:!Y d i fS.0 re0. t c u lt~~I.Q.§.. • 

Texa s is os much a " rnelt ing pot " as êl ny pla ce I kno w . Our history is 
·' rich w ith Lhe contributions of Lhc Eng l ish, Spaniarc\s, Negroes , Gc :-rr:ùns, 

. French I Czcchs I Poles I and rnany others. 

All our similarities and clifforer.ces of language and culture and custom -­
have flowed along separate courses like rivers from a common lake of 
humanity . 

The marvel and challenge of this place .is that herc Ne can see those 
rive rs of man converging. .., 

We liye at a spectacular moment of testing . And we are facecl with ·some 
spectacular , world - wide questions: 

-- C?n all the rivers ·of 
. 

man converge 
. 
without conflict?. 

-- Can men share the emth in ha.rmony ? 

-- C-?n there be , in short , a golden age of peace? 

-- Can our separate heritages be preserved as we rnove closer together ? 
o r must the rivers of man rush together in a confus ing, mucldy cataract ? 

Civilized people must answer these in a c ivilized way . . 

Let everyone of u s look into our hearts and weigh'. every word and act t o 
heal, no't cripple , this Americn of ours . 

In San Antonio , d iverse people of diverse ba c kgrounds live together in 
reasonable harmony . 

In San A1:1tonio and throughout the American Southland , ancient barriers 
between black an.d w.hite ha·ve been fall ing . . . They are fç)Hng des pite crue.lly. 

;. _..,.~ · tragic setbacks -- sometimes swiftly, sornetimes slov1ly ·- - but I belicvc surely. 

And in thcse troublcd tragic hours, we need to remember that we arc 
111oving forward . This J.,:;.nd:: l is our land . H belongs to all of us . It is ours 

to rend apart -- or to ·Nork for - - and to _k eep stron_9- . . 
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ïn tl1' s old and c hurmi:~g- city / c n 1%.cn s live <:1s nci9hb0~ ~~ 

t hough tL..::i r rd i0 io ns mé.i y di.f{er 1 lhe ir fornily t re es mc y di.fret' , t-hcir c omµlc xions 
mùy cl lf.for. 

J\ncl herc ëlt Hcrn i. s I' ù ir 1 the oJ cl ëi nd t he nc v; mc ct flS frj_ c;nds . Th e 
é1rc hitcclurc o: cïJd i c~r cc:nturic:~ si:<:u1cl :; 1 l ovi n<J ly pre::~;crvccl, bcs idc tl c 
stunr1~n<J <irchitc c lmc of the twc n licth c crn tury . In San Antonio, one bu ilding 
mùy su ggc~;t old Spélin or Mexico érnother 1 Americél's Victorian hcyclay .1 

Here, the cultu!'."es of North and S9uth America converge -- and 
the result is nota clash, but a concord. The outcome, in human and architectural 
tcrms , is 2 vvarm , surprising and delightful llêlrmony . 

I hope that lesson of harmony is cmricd away by nearly eig_ht 
mi llion v i.si t ors to San Antonio and Hemisfair this year . 

I hope that essential lesson will be carried from tlüs· place to a 
thou së.rnd other places , in the United States, in Europe, in Latin America, in 
Canada . 

A celebration likc this can be a great instrument of understanding . 
Lé1st year, my visit to EXPO vvas also my discovery of Ca nada . I carne aw2y ç--. 

_f...;eling thùt I knevv our neighbor -- not as an are-a on the map, but as a great, c_;i1 

vibra-nt nation . I hope HemisFair' s visi tors will' gain the same sense of 
discov2ry of our part of the United States. 

Severëü evcnts of this ycm ar~· symbols o f our progress: 

HemisFair , v..1hlch v.rn launch today ;. 

Pam-American Day, eight days from today ; 

-The 1968 Olympics in Mexico C ity -- not only an athlectic, but 
a cultura 1 celebra tion . 

The future of.our hem i s phere vvill be for~ecl, not only in trca t ie s, but 
in humari rclationships : in c lassrooms , in the patient work of privüte ci ti z e ns 
élnd Pe ace Corps voluntecrs; in thousancls of ~hë:nîce and friendly meetings bot1,veen 

. : --. thc_._peopl c of our co~mtrJ.es; in pla ces and ev-ents·'J.ike_this one: ·HemisFa ir, 1968 ... 

But this is far more tba n a small town . Hcre, on the banks of the 
Sa n An tonio River , the separate streams of_ m·ankis1d flov,r into a c ity ; a city of 
hope _- a c ity of progre ss a city of coopera'tion . 

/ 
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The ri vc:rs of nwn ore :r:<J. ny ~ The y <J.rc convcrg ing toc!u y ·.v i th s tér rtling 
an(: c oniusing spced . At this spec'u.-: culë1r momcrnt in history; \VO ckc'icute 
th is pl ace to the confluence of civil iza lions . 

As we open HemisFair , let us pledge ourselvcs , our vvealt'1 a nd our 
tale n t to m<J.)dng that grc<.tt confluence creative -- and pcaceful . 

It' s my grea t pleasure to declç:ire tha t HemisFair 19 68 is officially open ! 
::May millions fincl , in this lovely spot, knowledge , inspiration , and enjoyment. 

Thank you . 

···: ... 

~< . ,) ­

- 4 ..., 



	Doc0168-1
	Doc0168-2
	Doc0168-3
	Doc0168-4



