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Remarks of !:Ir s . Lyndon B. John :::on . Gon zal es , Texas 
concluding nai:ux:.th trip wi t h _;:o r e i gn journalists 

A courthouse s quare i s very much harne to me! I grew up in a uaii rural 

tonn. This was the important pla ce and Saturday afternoons were the important 

time. You drovc to to1m, circled. the sc;_ua re over and over to see what was 

happening in the world • iLrid yo u probably bought a double-dip ice cream cone. 

Years later. as the wife of a young man running for public office, courthou2e 

..;quares were the gatherins p l a ce. There you Hent and stated your viei·rs on public 

matt0r s . In many ways, it was the center of the universe . In many uays, it still 

i s . 

For from the small to"l-ms of America with their courthouse s o_uar es come 

rnuch 	 of the spirit and hope o f our country. 

Therc are, acro s::o this land , 17, 000 t01ms about the s ize of this one . To 

dis cover America~ you have to know them, as well a s the cities like :N ew York, 

~-jan Francisco, and ';/auhing ton. 

It i s ver:1 appropriate the. t we end our trip in just the kind of setting whe:!:' L 

our democracy b cgins. 

Over 	the past five days . I have had the pleasure of help ing 38 journa~istz 

from 	13 countries lee.rn more about our countr,y . I wanted thcm to sec t he v a ri ed. 

pictur e of how strong anu gr eö. t this country .is. 

So. by p lane, bu3. evon :;a.,son an ci boat, we ha vo been crossing tlw trail s of 

'rexa s . 

.2verywherc they found s ometh ing of harne. The Gerrnans found a tauch of it 

in the hill col.intry a round Fredericksburi;, t ho Spanish smr their mark on 

San Antonio and Goli;.d, the Italians watched their opera in our gre <~t neH 

Hemisfair, the Portug ese found the ir footprints in the sands of Padre I s land. 

'rh:eended throughout . thc Scotch: the ßnglis l,1 the Irish. Had 1rn the time, we 

could have shovm a ll of them benchmarks of their homeland. 

Today, we havc come to this noble old to~m a t the b eginning of the 

Independence 'rr e. il--a tOim which for 150 h years has warn the badge of courage 

proudly- a tmm tha t has never l eft a ca ll unhe edeJ.- as tha t stc. tue in the 

square so well attes t s . Here we say our formal goodbyes . 
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And bcforc:: sa?in:_; t~1a t gc •.„ !"'. l '(-) . I ~mnt to say s orne t h ing >1h ich I bel i ove ha.: 

been Mlll'.~ churninc in 2.ll ci' u :: tco~:e !.)a s t five dc,y ;,; x a :.; we trc.vc l ccl 

ti1rousL0ut Texa::c;. 

Our visi tors hav e c o:.·10 u.t n. tir.1e of an1:,-uish and turmoil in our country . 

'l1lrny saw our friction ::; l c:::. i d b ~~r o . 3ut I believe thoy ho.ve a l so seen tha t th c 

cra::;~lin ,:::; hea ,i linos >·rh ich s h •.: ok u ::;--as much a s thoy d i d thc uorld-ars not all 

the s tory of thi s countr~r. 'I'hcy uo not :f blot out t ho :Drogr cs::; tha t bas been 

mr~d e c:.cros s this great domocracy . 

Behind thc s mok e of our tro u~i led ci t.io s ~ there is a gr cc.c t ~:ide l a nd of 

s tr0ngth and confid ence anc1 warm th. 

Our tears for our countr~r 1 
. ; troub l.es ci.re deep, but de opcr s till i a our 

confidence in t he futur e. a nd our ability to meet and ma.ste r ormt m.:rn 1 .: ba.:~ ic 

prob1crn: how to live in noace. 

Tho:::e n eir tra il s of mak in; our country botter . h ealin ,~; i ts HOt:nds . 

righting its wronr;s . c;iving its childr en et botter cbance for educ c. tion, xm 

making i t s t o1m moro livcab l c--a ll these tra ils we s eck out ev cr J da_y , 2.nlt ·,.-e 

:;!rn.11 con tinuo to s eek thcc out . And we shall c lcar thcm. 

One of our for oign :Xtl! travel in[;; ~µrud.:mi comp<::.nion s ::rnicl to me - .:;.n C. i-: 

plcasod me ver.~' much --" ~foc-~ t Amer ica has to g ive t o the world i s op en ~--.1x.'! ce s-­

an rl open Hl!ll~ he2.rts." 

~-:hen he sn i d i t. I f el t thcii: he haci real l y d i s covered Americc;, . 
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