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Frienda: 

Welcome to-this house f This luncheon is one I have anticipated with 

grea.t delight - !or the language of conservation ie fer me „„ I think f.or 

all of ua here „ „ a language of love. 


I look around this rC)om and see so many participants of that one w0rd, 
c onservation „„ people who l ove to climb mountains fc r the aheer joy of 

it, people who fight the organized battles to preserve gr&anery or roadsides, 
people who give voice to it in books o r on the air. 

It is a many-faceted bond we share, And I bellew tb.at in onr time in 
this house all of you here have belped that word become a more vital part 
of the political language. 

F or all of us that word has special rneaning, T o me, it is sometimes a 
conference in the Grand Tetons or Portland where you find so many ldndred 
spirits that you go home exhilarated, 

But very especially it is days that gave you the religi0n .-- which spurred 
y~u on. 

It ia·places and days that sparkle and sing in your mem()ry, For me, lt 
was climbing rocky c liffs in a canyon of West Texas. Indians bad been 
there first „„ 500 years ago „„ and left their pictographs painted in the 
limestone ledges. They !irst bad seen the ma.drona treee and felt clo ser 

t o a power larger than a.ny of us. 

It was walking along a lonely beach where Cabeza de Vaca had preceded 
me some 400 years ago , and that sense of great excitement you felt in 
coming upon a blue glamhall -„ washed by waves from some Portuguese 
fisherrnan•e net three thcusand miles away. 

lt iB „„ when you get down t o it „„ peace of mll:id and the quality eif the 

world that surrounds us. 


All of you have had a share in trying to impove that quality. 

This a.fternoon, I would like for ue to hear frQm two of our guesta - ­
who in quite different ways have tried to do s omething about the cause of 
conservation. 



·. „.. 


1 have asked Mrs. Helen Fena.1i:e to teil ua tbe graes roots story of why 
the people of New Jersey wanted to preserve a place called the Great 
Swamp in its natural state. Mrs. Fenske was director of the Great Swamp 
Committee for eight years and now ia director of the North Jersey Coneer„ 
vation Foundation. She haa been descrlbed aa a "one woman army" that 
saved the ewamp, but 1 believe her real talent haa been in conveying the 
valuea of a swamp to the publlc at large and galvanizing people from inertia 
or mdifference to all the skWs of conservat ion citizenehip. Mra. Fenske••• 

lt is poseible to practice the art of conservation in worde-- to create 
the open eldes and green epacee -- that make our epirite ride with the 

wind just to hear them. 

One of the greateat practitionera 1 know is our next apeaker. I come 
from apart of the country that has only 28 in.ehe• of rafnfall a year, and 
I know so weil how much that shapes the lfand and the men wbo must cope 
with it. 

Perhapa that 1e why 1 feel a apecial ldnship with Eric Sevareid who grew 
up in the Dakota and was marked by lt in a very apecial way. He has a 
feellng for the land, for the freahresa of tho American West •• and he haa 
expressed it so vividly in books like ''t1ot So Wild a Dream" or ''Canoeing 
with the Cree." 

Like all of us, he does a lot of aoul searching on how we are going to 
keep thia special spirit tbat only lcnd and sky can give. 

But that ia bis story .„ Eric Sevareid. •. 

* * * 


