
April 15, 2011 

Memo for the Record: 

Re: Researcher Inquiry about "Beagle" and LBJ's Alleged Meeting with Arab Ambassadors 

From: Regina Greenwell 

A researcher wrote me asking about the following story: 

Sorry to bother again with another question. Mohammad Heikal, President Nasser 's 
confidant, argues in one of his books (in Arabic) that shortly after the 1967 war 
President Johnson invited a number of Arab ambassadors to a meeting at the State 
Department. According to Heikal's story, the president arrived with his dog Beagle and 
instead of addressing the ambassadors he talked to the dog: 

Listen, Beagle, to a story about a bad man who got into a.fight with his good neighbour, 

believing that the good neighbour was unable to answer back. But the good neighbour, 

Beagle, gathered all his strength, hit the bad man with a strong.fisticuff and knocked him 

down. 

He was right to do so, don't you think, Beagle? 

Why are the bad person 's friends now making complaints to others? 

What's your opinion, Beagle? 

This crude allegory of" bad man" Egypt, "good neighbour Israel and the Arab 
states as "the bad person's friends" is not corroborated by any recorded evidence 
I've come across. In addition, I can't imagine why the president would hold a 
meeting at the State Department instead of the White House. I also know 
that Johnson had a number of beagles but none of them was called Beagle. Having 
said all that I'd be very grateful for your learned opinion on Heikal's tale. 

Here is my response to the researcher: 

I have done some investigating and can find nothing that substantiates this story. LBJ 

did have a dog named Beagle (actually his name was "Little Beagle Johnson"--another 

"LBJ"--but he was referred to as "Beagle'?, but he died before LBJ was president so he 

could not have been the dog that allegedly went to the State Department. You can find 

information about LBJ's pets while he was president on our web site at 

http://www. lbilib. utexas. edu/fohnsonlarchives. hom/F A Os/dog/doghouse.asp 

We now have the President's Daily Diary on our web site, and it contains a wealth of 
information about the President's daily activities. It is at 



http:/lwww.lbilibrary.org/collections/daily-diary.html. I searched under the term "Arab 
Ambassadors"for the post-1967 war period, and LBJ did meet with a group of Arab 
ambassadors for lunch on October 4, 1967, but at the White House, not the State 
Department. Here is that Diary entry: http://www.lbilibrary.org/collectionsldaily­
diary.html. It doesn't mention anything about one of the dogs being at the luncheon, and 
that kind of detail was often included in the Diary. 

I also searched under the term "State Department" but all of the visits by LBJ to the 
State Department post-1967 war were for receptions, not meetings like the one you have 
asked about. 

Finally, a man named Traphes Bryant was the "dog handler" at the White House during 
the Johnson years, and he wrote a book called Dog Days at the White House. I did not 
see any mention of LBJ taking one of his dogs to the State Department or to any meeting 
with Arab ambassadors. 

These kinds of stories are very hard to refute because they are often based on one 
person's memories of events, not a written record, but, again, I cannot find anything to 
substantiate it in our records. 



Allen Fisher - Re: White House pets 

From: Tina Houston 
To: Bess & Tyler Abell 
Date: 2/19/201111:24 AM 
Subject: Re: White House pets 

Thank you! 

We'll put this in our Reference File. 

>>> Bess & Tyler Abell 2/18/2011 9:24 PM >>> 
Jennifer -
Congratulations on the expanded family. No one will ever suggest you're bored! 

About your sources for the LBJ pets -- I'm sure you've delved into many references for the book -- I'm not asking for all your 
sources, just those you footnote ( do you footnote?)or reference for the items you have included about Johnson White House 
pets. 

Again, If you called to discuss, I didn't get the message. Or receive any expanded email. 

Trust all continues to go well for you, twins and your writing adventures. 
Bess 

On Feb 17, 2011, at 11:02 AM, Jennifer B. Pickens wrote: 

Hi Bess, 
Sorry for the slow response I just had twins a few weeks ago so I am not in the office everyday. I am not sure 
why the email did not go through .•••• it may have been too large of a file. I will have it resized and resend it to 
you. 
many of the other sources included Time Life magazine from those years, and the books First Dogs, Presidential 
Pets and Margaret Trumans White House Pets. 

On Feb 15, 2011, at 3:41 PM, Bess & Tyler Abell wrote: 

Jennifer -
You said in an email you were going to call -- perhaps you did and I didn't get the message. 
Luci has more first hand knowledge of the dogs than Lynda or I or others I've run down for info-­
Here's what she sent me -
Bess 

Following are my answers to the questions about dogs in the White House 
to the best of my knowledge. If you have any questions 
and I will do my best to clarify. 

I remember the photo, but didn't think this was something he did with 
Him and Her or other pups on a regular basis, or often. Was it? 
Answer: 
The only time I saw him do this was in the photo. Daddy was so sad 
anyone felt was mistreating his dogs. He loved them dearly and was just 
trying to balance their "standing on two feet". 

What about: 
"Not many dogs have been privileged to shoo birds off the WH lawn, get 
under foot at a Cabinet meeting or mingle with dignitaries at a State 
Ball." 
Answer: No LBJ pet ever went to a state ball to my knowledge "' 



Mother would not have ever been comfortable with that. 

Don't know about Cabinet meetings, sure lots of pups have chased 
birds, but no memory of LBJ pups at a State Ball. Do you? 
Answer: Yuki certainly was often fn President Johnson's office. 

Did the pups continue swimming with the Pres in the WH pool? 
Answer: Not to my knowledge. 

Assume pups did make trips to Camp David -- correct? 
Answer: Yes. 

but were they included in parties with visiting heads of state? Do 
you remember any? 
Answer: No. 

Perhaps they were around for an arrival ceremony -- Mr. Bryant 
probably thought they should attend. This certainly could have happened 
N but not by my parents invitation. Answer: My mother felt their 
presence at official events was not comfortable with dogs attending. 

Did Him ever leave "a souvenir puddle in a chair during a tea 
party ... " Did this happen? 
Answer: No. 

What about dog houses? "Pres. J also showed his affections toward 
the pups by way of their housing. The Pres., as a true Texan, 
reportedly sought bigger and better doghouses for them, the doghouses 
groVJing in size throughout his presidency." 
no answer here - will inquire again 

and about Blanco --~ "a bit of a biter. He once bit his beagle 
companion Him, causing quite a scare, and later sunk his teeth into 
Edgar* {another of the President's beagles acquired a bit later), 
injuring his nose so badly that it required stitches. Despite these 
outbursts, Johnson's love for Blanco never wavered. 
Answer: Blanco was a gift and not a dog that any member of our family was close to. 

*- Edgar was named after J. Edgar Hoover who had given the pup to LBJ 
after Him was killed While chasing after a squirrel ... he ran into a 
car and died Instantly. 
I didn't know, or don't remember about Edgar. Is this true? 
Answer: Yes. 

Yuki was around for Lynda's wedding which I remember vividly as Mr. 
Bryant had made a bridemaid's outfit for him, but don't believe he was 
around when Luci and Pat married. 
Answer: Right. I found Yuki abandoned at a Johnson City filling station, at Thanksgiving 1966. 

Charmed by this tale? .•.• 
when Candidate Nixon flew to the LBJ Ranch for a briefing on the 
war •••• When RMN was departing, Yuki boarded the helicopter and crawled 
under N's seat. Pres J. came aboard the chopper to get Yuki and 
reportedly said to Nixon "Look, you've got my helicopter, you're after 
my job, and now you want my dog!" On the day of Nixon's Inauguration, 
during the transfer of power, the 2 Presidents laughed about the 
incident and Nixon told the President, "I told you I wanted your job, 
not your dog." 
Cute story. True as you know it? 
Answer: True as I know it. 



once upon a dog 

The Dog Who Came to Dinner 

rancher born in rural Texas, 
yndon Baines Johnson consid­
red himself a consummate 

dog man. The 36th president was 
especially proud of his AKC-registered 
Beagles. But like any true dog lover, 
LBJ was a pushover for anything with 
a wet nose and four legs. 

Among his canine family was a mix 
named Yuki. In the White House pressure­
cooker, Yuki provided comic relief for the 
beleaguered president. LBJ was especially 
fond of treating visitors to demonstrations 
of Yuki's singing voice: The leader of the 
free world and his little dog would howl to­
gether at the top of their lungs. 

After Johnson left the White House in 
1968, Yuki-"the friendliest and the 
smartest and the most constant in his at­
tention than all the dogs I've 
known"-retired to the LBJ 
Ranch with his doting master. 

In his retirement the for­
. mer president recorded Dogs 
Have Always Been My 
Friends: Lyndon Johnson Rem­
inisces. 

On this truly odd but en­
dearing album, LBJ talks 
about dogs he has known. He 
tells how, at age 4, he ex­
plained to his stem father why 
one day he and his dog Rover 
had wandered off for hours. 
("I just said, Rover wanted to 

see the country, and I wanted 
him to see it.") And there's the 
story of how Yuki, a stray 
LBJ's daughter found near 
a gas station, came into 
his life: 

In the Oval Office: Yuki and LBJ serenade U.S. Ambassador to Great Britain David Bruce. Meanwhile, 

back at the ranch: A 1967 portrait, and the workaholic LBJ with Yuki and grandson Patrick. It was 

~ 
effi p 
~ lil Patrick's mother, Luci, who suggested the name Yuki, the Japanese word for "snow." 
i ! 

Luci picked him up-she has a love far dogs 
too-and brought him to me when she came far 
Thanksgiving dinner. And Yuki's been here ever 
since. We left ward that if the owner ever asked 

48 AKC famllydog 

about him, to direct him here. Buel' m glad the 
owner never missed him, ~cause I surely 
would if he left me. 

The album's highlight is one of Yuki and 

;:, "' 
LBJ's unforgettable "duets." § ! 

Johnson died in l 973. Yuki went to live ~ g 
with Luci Johnson Nugent and her family ! ~ 
and lived to a ripe old age. , ~ § 
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Claudia Anderson - Him & Her 

From: 
To: 
Laura; 
Date: 

Michael MacDonald 
Alsobrook, Adam; Claudia Anderson; 

Renee Gravois 
1 /20/06 9:34AM 

Subject: Him & Her 

Cunningham, Sarah; Gary Phelps; Harmon, 

To follow up from yesterday's conversation about the beagles, I popped the top on the cremation urns for 
Him and Her and found that both urns are full. YUK!!!! Oh the things I do for historical accuracy! 
Anyway, I told you that you could be here when it open the urns, but I needed to verify the existence of 
the ashes before I talked to the Park Service. Sorry. The first time was sooooo creepy, I don't think I can 
handle opening up the urns again. 

Oh well another mystery solved. I'll keep you updated as this thing progresses. 

Mike 
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silver or silver alloy. Gold does not corrode, though gold-coated disks are expensive. Silver corrodes when 
exposed to air pollutants such as sulfur. Most silver-coated disks use alloys to inhibit corrosion. 

Rewritable CDs and DVDs have a shorter life span of about 25 years, so Byers said he does not 
recommend them for archiving. A rewritable disk's metal-alloy data layer is less stable than that in 
write-once disks. And rewritable disks are affected by light, so they also have a limited number of 
reads-a number that's still uncertain. 

Surprisingly, premanufactured CD-ROMs and DVD-ROMs may not last as long as recordable disks, Byers 
said. Surprisingly, premanufactured CD-ROMs and DVD-ROMs may not last as long as recordable disks, 
Byers said. 

Most industry estimates place the life span of professionally produced optical disks somewhere between 
20 and 100 years. But the weakness of the ROM disks stems largely from their aluminum reflective layer, 
Byers said. 

When exposed to humidity and atmospheric oxygen through scratches, cracks or delaminated areas in 
the label, the aluminum breaks down. 

Byers warned that all the life spans are rough estimates. A hurried burn or a change in manufacturing 
technique could cause premature failure. 

He advised agencies to consider the longevity of their current storage media and always be developing 
migration strategies to a new one. 

"These days, the rate of change in technology is so much faster," Byers said. "I'm convinced there will be 
a new storage technology within 10 years." 

White House Web team hones president's e-message 
By Carl M. Cannon, National Journal 
Gov Exec.com 
March 8, 2004 

Saturday, Feb. 21 , was to be a quiet day at 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., and with the president taking the day 
off, most of the White House staff did, too. Even the ubiquitous White House Web site was taking a break 
-- or did, until the death of Spot, the female English springer spaniel belonging to George and Laura Bush. 

Suddenly, the site was humming. First, it relayed the news of Spot's passing, with expressions of grief 
from the Bushes and a photograph of Spot with a tennis ball in her mouth. Next, Spot's bio was posted on 
the site, accompanied by an archival video stream of Spot and her sidekick, Barney, romping in the snow 
earlier this winter. "It is an affectionate piece," says Christopher J. (Jimmy) Orr, the aide who directs the 
official White House Web page. "I'm really glad we did it." 

Spot -- the president called her "Spotty" -- has always been big news on Whitehouse.gov, along with 
Barney, the diminutive, black Scottish terrier who follows the president around, well, like a dog. Sometime 
in the distant future, it will fall to social scientists to fathom and then explain how, amid the turmoil of war 
and political fallout after the dastardly attacks of 9/11, one response from a wartime White House was -­
BarneyCam. 

In the meantime, let it be noted that when the White House Web site features Barney tearing around with 
a camera (metaphorically) strapped to his head, the number of hits soars. But we're getting ahead of our 
story, which begins in the mid-1990s, when Orr went to work for Jim Geringer, then-governor of Wyoming. 

Cheyenne isn't the town that immediately springs to mind when one thinks of political innovation, but 
Geringer had been an engineering whiz in the Air Force, assigned to projects relating to space exploration, 
including NASA's Mars Viking lander and the Pentagon's Global Positioning Satellite system. So he had 
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an appreciation of the possibilities of cyber-communication earlier than did any politician this side of Al 
Gore. Geringer may have been the first politician to Webcast his speeches. This was 1996, so it was 
audio only, but it seemed exciting -- at least to Geringer and his staff. "I was expecting hundreds, or 
maybe thousands, of hits," recalls Orr, who was then Geringer's press assistant. "We had -- 12." 

Nonetheless, when the 2000 election finally ended, Bush media-affairs chief Tucker Eskew was looking 
for a young, enthusiastic GOP press aide who knew technology. Orr was an obvious choice. Bill Clinton 
had initiated the first White House Web site, and though the domain name remains the same, the Clinton 
material is gone from whitehouse.gov, shipped to the National Archives under the provisions of the 
Presidential Records Act. So the Bushies had to build the new White House site from the ground up. They 
weren't really starting from scratch, though. Their 2000 campaign Web site had connected with many 
voters and raised a lot of money at a time when Howard Dean was still a figment of Joe Trippi's 
imagination. One example of how effectively the Bush-Cheney campaign used the Net: When visitors to 
the site typed in their income, they could immediately find out how much money the proposed Bush tax cut 
might save them in taxes. 

But even in cyberspace, a president needs a different tone than a candidate does, and the new White 
House site was primitive for months while Bush aides hashed out basic philosophical issues. "Getting the 
right design took a long time," recalled one participant in the planning sessions. "We asked questions as 
basic as, 'What should we use the Internet for? W hat kind of tool is it?' We ultimately decided that the 
focus should not be internal; it should be external. There was a lot of talk on this, and the consensus was: 
It's for the citizens, not us." 

Orr says that Bush communications officials studied the most successful sites -- naming Google, Yahoo, 
and Washingtonpost.com as examples -- and noticed that their designers were continually making them 
easier to use. The Bush aides have tried to emulate such user-friendliness. They also discerned that the 
best sites were making heavy use of video, even before broadband was widespread. 

Of course, this is the government, so the Bush Web team is trying to follow suit on a shoestring. Two 
people, Orr and press aide Megan Mollmann, direct the "coverage," while the site is produced and 
maintained by 10 programmers and designers who work in an administration office at 18th and G streets 
NW. Another Orr assistant, Maria Tamburri, translates selected Bush pieces and puts them on the page in 
Spanish -- but this is hit or miss. "You can go to any section of the site and see it needs work," Orr says. 
"The photo page is archaic; it's not indexed or searchable .... There's always more we can do." 

There are occasional glitches, too, such as on Jan. 26, when the military aides from the White House 
communications office turned on the cameras a few minutes early for Scott McClellan's briefing in the 
James Brady Briefing Room, thereby treating anyone tuning in to the video stream to the sight of reporters 
gassing with each other about how much money they lost on the Super Bowl and whether they glimpsed 
Janet Jackson's breast. 

At the other end of the scale is the hit feature "Ask the White House," where top Bush administration 
officials sit down for online chats, answering questions -- most of them respectful, some hostile -- from 
ordinary Americans. The approval for this went as high as White House counselor Karen Hughes, who 
lined up Bush himself to launch it. "Once we got the president's involvement, getting everybody else was 
pretty easy," Orr says. "It was huge." 

The Web site averaged around a million hits a day in Bush's first year in office. Usage of the site jumped 
exponentially after 9/11 , when Americans turned to the president with a new intensity. "Ask the White 
House," begun in 2002, increased the numbers further. Then BarneyCam made its debut, boosting the 
site's popularity to where it is now, averaging between 10 million and 20 million hits -- clicks on individual 
pages on the site -- a day. 

It must have been quite a moment when Orr pitched BarneyCam at a meeting of the White House 
communications office in late 2002. With his computer-nerd enthusiasm, Dave-Barry haircut, and 
Dennis-the-Menace smile, Orr doesn't fit the mold of your average buttoned-down Bushie. But what he 
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was saying made sense: Because of the threat of terrorism, the traditional Christmas tours of the White 
House had been canceled. Too bad, considering that the decorative theme that year was "All Creatures 
Great and Small." Orr got to musing about the president's dog. "We're thinking of strapping a video 
camera to Barney's head and following him around," he told his colleagues and bosses. "Kids can see the 
White House Christmas decorations from Barney's perspective." 

This suggestion met with a few seconds of dead silence; Orr's colleagues looked at him as though he'd 
grown a tail. Suddenly, then-press secretary Ari Fleischer, doing his best imitation of Jeff Spicoli (Sean 
Penn) in Fast Times at Ridgemont High, blurted out, "That is awesome!" 

"He saved me," Orr recalls. "He saved the idea." 

BarneyCam was born. But after Orr procured a camera no larger than a lipstick to put on Barney's collar, 
there was a hitch: Barney doesn't wear a collar. When Orr put one on him., the dog lay down on the ground 
and started moaning, crying, and making all kinds of racket. It was at this point that Dale Haney, the White 
House horticulturist who has doubled as a pet wrangler since the Nixon administration, came walking by. 

"Jimmy, that's the president's dog," Haney drawled, "I'm not sure that if he walked by here right now, he'd 
like to see you standing there, his dog howling and unhappy." 

The solution was to give Barney his own little camera crew, Which proceeded to get down close to the floor 
and follow the first canine around the White House, his nails clip-clopping across the floor in the East 
Room, and the Red Room, and the State Dining Room. The public loved it. Bush himself describes the 
little Scottie, tongue-in-cheek, as "the son I never had." Bush can get away with that kind of talk because 
the first lady is an enduring sort, and the first daughters are away at college, but mostly because, even in 
these polarized political times, Americans are charmed by first pets and are still receptive to presidents 
who dabble in new communications technologies. 

Sixty years ago, Franklin D. Roosevelt went on the radio to discuss his Scottie, Fala, by way of answering 
a rumor that the president had misplaced his dog on the Aleutian Islands and sent a Navy destroyer to 
retrieve him. "These Republican leaders have not been content with attacks on me, or my wife, or on my 
sons," Roosevelt deadpanned in a September 23, 1944, campaign speech to the Teamsters. "No, not 
content with that, they now Include my little dog, Fala. Well, of course, I don't resent attacks, and my family 
doesn't resent attacks. But Fala does resent them." 

Eight years later to the day, while delivering one of history's first major televised political speeches, 
Richard Nixon used a dog as a prop. Nixon was Dwight Eisenhower's vice presidential running mate, and 
the speech - unofficially named after the dog - saved his spot on the ticket. In rebutting allegations that a 
group of supporters had created a slush fund for him, Nixon conceded that he had received one gift. 

"It was a little cocker spaniel dog in a crate that he'd sent all the way from Texas," Nixon said. 
"Black-and-white spotted. And our little girl, Tricia, the 6-year-old, named it Checkers. And you know, the 
kids, like all kids, love the dog, and I just want to say this right now, that regardless of what they say about 
it, we're gonna keep itl" 

It was great theater from the half of the presidential ticket that virtually invented the use of TV in a 
presidential campaign. Eisenhower was working with a famed New York ad man named Rosser Reeves, 
known for his hard-sell approach to everything from M&Ms ("melt in your mouth, not in your hand") to 
Anacin (anvil-pounding audio giving headaches a sound). Reeves's operational theory was that the key to 
a successful ad campaign was identifying the product's "unique selling position." Reeves realized that 
Eisenhower -- a five-star general who managed to be plain old "Ike" to millions of Americans -- was h1s 
own unique selling position. 

So Reeves put the general on television, answering planted questions from ordinary Americans, in a 
campaign called "Eisenhower Answers America." Ike had his doubts about the plan ("To think an old 
soldier should come to this," he said), but the impact of the new technology was unmistakable. And that 
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was just the beginning, as Eisenhower's 1952 running mate found out eight years later. It turned out that, 
sans Tricia's puppy, Nixon wasn't so good on TV -- especially when he had to go head-to-head. The 1960 
contrast between Nixon and John F. Kennedy illustrated Marshall McLuhan's dictum about the risks "hot" 
personalities face on television when confronting "cool" personalities. And, under the klieg lights, JFK was 
definitely cool. 

"Kennedy was just perfect in that setting," says David Bushman, television curator at the Museum of 
Television & Radio in New York City. As president, JFK was the first to televise regularly scheduled press 
conferences. He was also the first president to aim foreign-policy addresses at two distinct audiences: 
Kennedy understood that TV coverage meant that when he talked to the American people, foreign leaders 
were also listening. 

"During the Cuban missile crisis, Kennedy used television, in part, to negotiate with the Soviets," notes 
Bushman. "Today, this is common practice -- heads of state use CNN to talk to each other." 

Thus, technology that seems daring to one generation of political professionals is unremarkable to the 
next. A recent study by the Pew Research Center for the People and the Press on how voters obtain 
political news showed that the number of Americans who "regularly learn something" from local television, 
nightly news, news magazines, and daily newspapers is declining, while the number who get such 
information from the Internet is exploding. "Young people really use the Internet in ways that speak to the 
future of political communication," says Pew Research Center Director Andrew Kohut. "Every year, it goes 
up." 

It's true that some of that Web-based information comes from newspapers' and TV networks' Web sites, 
but much of it comes directly -- unfiltered, as politicians like to say -- from interactive biogs, advocacy 
groups, or the candidates themselves. This trend suggests that the Internet has discrete uses. 

"I think this medium is being used in very different ways than television," says Alexander Keyssar, a 
history professor at Harvard University's John F. Kennedy School of Government. "Presidents and 
presidential candidates speak in general terms themselves but then put very detailed information on their 
sites. It's an ideal place to rally your own troops and cement your bond with them." 

But Keyssar believes the Net is less ideal for spreading a message of general appeal, because not that 
many Democrats peruse the White House site for fun -- and few Texas Republicans idly call up John 
Kerry's site with their cornflakes. David Bushman concurs. "There's kind of an understanding that you're 
communicating with the faithful," he said. "That's why the Bush campaign put out its first attack ad on the 
Internet." 

Yet this is precisely why BarneyCam is so ingenious. Even yellow-dog Democrats, to say nothing of swing 
voters, can appreciate the president's pets. The script for Barney's "Easter Egg Roll Adventure" is 
currently in production. BarneyCam harks back to less-polarized times -- or, at least, times that Americans 
want to remember as less-polarized. Nostalgia should not be underestimated. Nor should the 
back-to-the-future quality of technological advances in presidential communications. "Ask the White 
House" is an inadvertent tribute to "Eisenhower Answers America." A deliberate tribute to FDR is the 
Saturday presidential radio address, which dates to March 12, 1933, when Franklin Roosevelt delivered 
the first of 30 "fireside chats" over the new medium. 

Radio made FDR's voice, style of prose, and methods of motivation intimately familiar to Americans in a 
way that had not been possible before. The chats made such an impression on one future president, a 
young man from Dixon, Ill., that when he became president nearly half a century later, he brought back the 
radio address and made it a weekly Saturday staple. It was natural for Ronald Reagan to reach into the 
past this way -- he had made his own professional start in radio -- even though television had long 
eclipsed radio as a way to reach the people. But Reagan's three successors in office have continued his 
retro tradition. And now, in a fusing of technologies that merges the past and the present, George W. 
Bush's weekly radio addresses can be heard on the White House Web site. The site's newest feature, 
installed this week, is White House Radio. · 

Page 10 I 



I Allen Fisher - Him and Her 

From: 
To: 
Date: 
Subject: 

Tina Houston 
NLJA 
11/19/01 4:32PM 
Him and Her 

Did anyone ask me to find out where Him and Her were buried? 

If you still need to know, they are in the Children's Garden at the White House. 

Also, if anyone is interested, LBJ never worked in a funeral home or worked with cadavers. 

Page 1 l 



April 13, 1994 

Dog's Name 

Laddie Boy 

Liberty 

Rex 

Lucky 

Mike 

King Timahoe 

Him/Her/ 
Blanco 
Yuki 

Fala 

Millie 

Ranger (Millie's pup) 
(Died--cancer) 

Dog Information 

President 

Harding 

Ford 

Reagan 

Reagan 

Truman 

Nixon 

LBJ 
LBJ 
LBJ 

FDR 

Bush 

Bush 

Dog Type 

Airedale 

Golden 
Retriever 

King Charles 
cavalier 

Bouvier des 
Flandres 

Irish Setter 

Irish Setter 

Beagles 
Collie 
Mixed 

Scottie 

Springer 
Spaniel 

Springer 
Spaniel 



January 28, 1997 

Dog's Name 

Laddie Boy 

Liberty 

Rex 

Lucky 

Mike 

King Timahoe 

Him/Her 
Edgar* 
Freckles (Pecosa)** 
Kim** 
Blanco 
Yuki 

Fala 

Millie 

Ranger (Millie's pup) 
(Died--cancer) 

Dog Information 

President 

Harding 

Ford 

Reagan 

Reagan 

Truman 

Nixon 

LBJ 
LBJ 
LBJ (Luci) 
LBJ (Luci) 
LBJ 
LBJ 

FDR 

Bush 

Bush 

Dog Type 

Airedale 

Golden 
Retriever 

King Charles 
Cavalier 

Bouvier des 
Flandres 

Irish Setter 

Irish Setter 

Beagles 
Beagle 
Beagle 
Beagle 
Collie 
Mixed 

Scottie 

Springer 
Spaniel 

Springer 
Spaniel 

*After Him died, J.E. Hoover gave LBJ another beagle which LBJ 
named "J.Edgar" according to Traphes Bryant,s book, p. 185. On 
page 186, Bryant says LBJ had to drop the "J" and just call him 
Edgar . 

**Freckles and Kim were from the same litter of Him's puppies. 
Luci named Freckles the spanish word for Freckle (Pecosa) because 
she had a single freckle on her nose. Luci also named Kim, 
because LBJ never remembered the "perfect" name he had thought of 
for Kim who had been known as Freckles' Friend until that time 
(Bryant, p . 166). 



·.·. 

&HIS 
DOG 

BY WCI JOHNSON NUGENT ,,, . 

• . . . . 



O
n Thanksgiving evening, November 1966, my husband 

Pat, our beagle Kim and I left our home in Austin, 
Texas, to drive to my parents' ranch home outside 

Johnson City. I remember my father's mood that· 
year. It was a hopeful one, lit with the excitement of his accom­
plishments in the White House, but sobered by his conscious­
ness of difficult days ahead. He had been President for three 
years, but as always, he preferred to return to the Texas ranch 
to celebrate the Thanksgiving holidays with family and friends. 

As we approached Johnson City, the Secret Service agent who 
was our mandatory traveling companion, and in whose car we 
happened to be riding, asked if he could stop for gas. We agreed, 
though we ~e!e co~1cerned that the delay might make us )ate 
£?! Thanksg1vmg dmner. As we turned into the filling station, 
Kun started to bark ferociously. ,I looked outside, seeking the 
unknown enemy, and found a pathetic si_ght. There in the shad­
o,~ of the gas station was a small, dirty, white dog, shivering with 
fnght. Genuine tears .flow~d fro!n his big brown eyes. 

I got out of the car to mvest1gate. The station attendant, an 
old friend named Eddie Miller, told me that someone had come 
ii!to the statio1! ~bout 11 :00 that morning and let the dog out­
either for an a1rmg or for good. In either case, after the car had 
gassed up and left, the attendant had turned around to find the \ 
abandoned dog on the pavement, crying. 

"Who'll take care of it now?". I asked. "He'll get killed on the 
highway." 

He shrugged . I guess that to many people a lost dog is not a 
monumental problem. . 

I turned to my husband for approval. He smiled, as did the 
agent. I told the attendant, ."We'll take him with us. You know 
our nm·1!ber. If the owner comes looking for him, just call." 

The httle dog was shaking with fear, (co11tin11ed on Jmge 126)1 

. but hE> dicl. not resist as we picked him ··1 -· .. ··- .. - ... . .. ·····-- -- na"°ddy an:I I arebig on dogs . 

up and took him to the car. 1 Pathetic pup and always have been. I re--
Bv this time. we knew we couldn't be : I only became apprehen• \ member begging my parents 

on time for dinner. But we decided that : sive as we approa~hed the \ for a dog when I was five. . 
if we were going to arrive late. with an ; front door, and the appre• \ Mother tried earnestly to avoid the 
uninvited guest. the guest · had better : hens ion was merited. The subject, for after 14 years of marriage 
have a name. So we had a hurry-up family was already at the she had finally gotten wall-to-wall car-
naming session. I thought that since Thanksgiving table. but th,e . peting, and the thought of housebreak-
under all those layers of dirt and look on their faces wasn t ing a puppy was devastating. 
grime. the dog was undoubt- one of thanksgiving. I can't \ Dacldy, however, sided with my 
edly white, "Snow" might be say that I blamed them. I childhood desires. One Man:h evening 
appropriate. The men felt wasn't exactly the picture in 1952, when he was a U.S. Senator, 
that was a better name for ·of daughterly distincli~n. h«' n •turned (rom Virginia with a large 
a cat. I offered a few oth- standing there, late for d1~- \ . hox. He called me into the living room 
er suggestions, which they ner, with a grubby, pathetic to open it. ·and a:\ I tugged at the flaP9, 
equally reJ·ected, and then I • I knew what I was i:oin:; to find. Moth• pup in my arms. , h 
pleaded for a const~ctive 1 looked at Mother. I felt I er started to prot~t. but then, as s e 
alternative from the male 1 couM read her mind. There L l'avs. she saw the look on my fa<-e. As 
side. I stood: married, pregnant, ,,;" me. it was a. .. if Daddy had i:ivl•n: I 

"Why don't you name him and still bringing home-to r:w a piece of Heavt>n. i 
Yuki mas?" suggested the her home yet-stray anin:ials. ·na,l;ly !l3icl the clo1: wa>t a heai:l<.>, ~ml 
agent. I'rl ·done this all my hfe- that wns exactly what I nnmwl him: 

"Yuki what?" Pat and I mice, ducks. cats. dogs. biT~S, Bt•a:,:le. A month lalt>r, my uncle <-amr 
replied in unison. The agent, you name it. And all my hfe, up with a proper name for a SouthPrn i 
who had been in service in my father had conspired do" JelTerson (which also drlivrrl'fl 1 

Japan, explained that yuhi- with me, while my mother th;t "J" initial), hut the dog resi!lte<I 
mas is a Japanese word for helcl her tongue and mert-ly all efforts to call him J<-IT. Ht> wa-. 
"snow" or "white." stocked up on rug shampoo. rci:isterecl a!t Jefferson, hut everyo~e 

We were now driving J)a!:it As I remember Daclcly's cnlled him Beagle. Eventually, his 
the gate to the Ranch, and and Yuki"s first meeting. my name was changed to Little Bea:.:le 
there was no time to be father barely noticed the Johnson, and he brought our family1 
choosy. "Yuki," the short- pup. This was_ odd. Both great happiness until his death in 196:l.~a 
cned form, was a dopted. ~-· - ··-- -~ ·---



·1 
My mother cried as hard as I did 

h h d .ed For Beagle had won all 
w en e ' • • t 

h •- When Daddy had hss hear our ear.... f 
attack in 1955, Beag\~ lay at the foot o 
his bed almost 24 hours a day. Dadd! 
found it comforting, and for the dog, ,t 
seemed the place to be-close to a mas• 
ter who needed him. 

Before Beagle died, he sired seve~al 
litters of puppies, which we_ happs\y 
clistrihuted. From .his last litter, we • 
kept two· Him and Her. They helped 
to fi\\ the vacuum, but they n~ver 
i.eemed to replace Beagle, especially 
for my father. · 

Him and Her moved to the White 

l(,,u:w with n11r fa~,ily o n Dt ... ·c·mh,·r 7. 
1!1(;3. Tbc•y romrK.•cl ov<'r tht• White 
Hou!le :,:round!! and lwcamc part of tlw 
i.renc. Thl'y wc•re al~ part or thP ra­
m ous car-pulJing inciclent of 1%6. As 
a witnes." to thiil flrel'.l.<i•recorcle<I event. 
I can te><tiry that the <>ar-hol<lin:; w:-is 
more a ca.'le of Da,ldy balancing the . 
upri~ht do:: than torturin:: Him. For 
me, there was a touch of irony in this 
whole affair. My father, who had loved 
his beagles with ~uch ra_re devotion, 

was pictured as mistreating Him-the 
last thing an animal-lover would do. 
The irony with the beagles continued. 
Both dogs met tragic deaths on what' 
one would imagine to be the safest 
yard in the world: the White House 
lawn. Her died in 1965 after swallow• 
ing a stone. Him Willi killed by a car 
in a driveway. Again, my father lost 
two companions who had helped him 
throu·gh tense and busy times. 

Fortunately for our family. H im h ad 
also sired a litter of puppies before his 
death, a!ld we kept two from the litter, 
Kim and Freckles. Freckles was even• 
tuully giVt'n away as a gift. ancl K im 
t·anw to lin• ~._ith Pat amt me af~••r I 
we wer<' marrrt'<I. Dacl,ly played· with 1 
lhl'm. :md :<Or:ietimes with Blanco. the 

1
, 

c-o!li<.'. hut tht•y were never 1, i.'I clogs in 
the sar:,e way that Beagle, Him ancl 
Her ha:J been. 

Thi~. then, had been Da,lcly·s rela• 
tionship to our dogs in tha pas t. Little 
clicl we know that on this Thank5:dvin;::I 
Day of 1966, a small dog named Yukij 

· was to enter the life of Lyndon 81 
Johnson and become perhaps his best 

friend of all. . I 

Durin:: clinn,•r . 1 took 
Yuki into tht? kill·hen ::inti 
ft."! him-ulthou;:h lw mo., tly 
drur.k w~tl'r. Bac-k a t the 
clinnrr tahlt•. as I ::avt- my 
t h:rnks. t £.-It proucl of tht' 
mnn at tJw \wail of tlw tali!._.. 
Thou:::h tlll' prohh•m~ of t lw \' 
Prc.,ick•1w_v lw:<l•t h•ri. he 
wa.~ ;ilw:iys ,.;t•nsi livc to th<.' 
nN•<ls of I.ymb :,ml my,-t•lr. .

1 

['o,.;,-il ,\y 1111' n•:-il iwtion th:it 
Put ;incl I woulcl ,.;01111 h .- p:tr• 
,•nts mac!I• me :tit thl· more 
appn•ciativc of how lud;y I 
w:1.-; to c-:111 him l)atldy. 

Mixed bree~ I . 
The nC'xt mornan:::. we 

rPturnecl to Yuki. First we 

bathed him. When ·he waa j 
clean and white, we were 
able to see his true physical 
characteristics for the first 
time. He stood less than a 
foot high and was only a lit• 
tie longer than that. We had 
no idea of his age, but he ap­
peared to be about a y ear 
old. and my estimation of his 
breed included a trace of . 
border collie and perhaps 
some Pekingese or Pomer• 
anian. His nose was thre-e­
toned-pink, black and white 
-and his tail had an oriental 
fringe of long hair extending 
from its end. He was, and is, 
a slight dog, but an extreme­
ly agile one, and we often 
wondered if he had some cir• 
cus dog in him. 

His personality was more 
complex. To put it simply, 
Yuki-dog had problems. For 
one, h e was very high• 
strung. He was housebroken 
when we found him, but 
his nervousness made him 
forget. hi,nself when . he was 
reprimanded, and Mother . 
would reach again, wearily, 
for the rug shampoo. 
· Secondly, he shed his fur 
profusely. After several 
days, our house was covered 
with dog hairs. He also h ad 
halitosis and a habit of 
jumping all over people. 

As ·the months passed, there was 
considerable cliscu!lllion in the Nugent 
home on what to do with Yuki. We con• 
templated giving him away, but that 
brought us guilt feelings. Be.sides, who 
would want him and his problems? 
Obedience school was impractical, be· . 
c.iuse we'd have to go, too. The clog 
pound? Unthinkable. So Yuki stayed. 

After several months of family liv• 
ing. Yuki's more admirable traits start- 1 

eel to shine through. Pat taught him to 
"sing," and he would jump in our laps 
and echo the exact notes we sou ncled. 
Later a cluet was to he one of Dad,ly's 
creat acts with Yuki, and one has to 

St>e-;rncl hear-the two of them yodel• 
ini:: togethn to hf'lieve it. 

Yuki ahio learnecl to ohey commaml~. 
to dimb tret'!I. ancl to accc,mmoclate to I 

I=• noecl>\ He aho 1 .. arned to elem· . peop r~ ~ . • . • • 

trate hi!I love. with enthusiastic 
ons . h" ft brown 
kisse!I, aclorinl'( looks rn . l!I sl·o f I al 

ancl a constant athtuc e o oy 
eves. y k" fans 
a·ttention. \Ve hacl become u_ a .• , 
Now the prohlem was to convince his I 
many cletrartors. . l 

J\·ly mother. of course. was stall skep•:· 

tical. Moet of Yuki's acci• 
dents still occurred at the 
R anch-on her rup. My fa. 
the r shared my mother's 
lack of enthusia:sm, because 
Yuki had once been caught 
running arter his sheep. 
Daddy, as a rancher, knows 
that sheep-chasing clogs are 
up for capital punishment, 
because once a dog tastes 
sheep · blood, he supp&.iedly 
is a sheep-killer for life. I 
didn't see my marshmallow 
dog as Dracula. but to keep 
peace, I got him off the 
ranch as much as possible. 

Then came the birth of 
our son, Lyn, and when he 
was six weeks old. we asked 
jf we could leave him with 
his grandparents at the 
White House and take a 
short vacation. We sent our 
dogs along, too-as a bonua. 

Greatest politician 
The first morning, when 

. .Z... arrived in New York 
· City, the newspa~r., gave 

u s a hint of how things were 
d eveloping. They showed a 
picture of General John 
Throckmorton, who had been 
sent into Detroit during the 
disturbances thett. with my 
father in a serious pose. 
Who else had been included 
in the picture? Yuki. The 
next morning, we picked up 
the papers again. There was 
Daddy, in hi3 office, with 
Lyn in his arms. At his feet: 
Yuki. Pat and I looked at 
each other in amazement. 
Had the White House turned 

. Yuki into the greatest poli• 
· tician of all? Had he cased 

the place, decided which side 
his dog biscuits were but­
tered on, and made friends 
with the man on top? Upon 
arriving in Washington. we 
went directly down to the 
· pier to meet the boat on 
which Daddy was taking a 
Sunday afternoon ride. \Vho 
was the first to sramper off 
the gangplank, looking as if 
h e owned the boat, the dock 
and the occasion? Yuki. 

3 

Then Pat, Lyn and I left Washing• 
ton for Austin. We planned to make a 
stopover at Palrick·s parents; newly 
decoratec! h ouse, where our clogs were 
temporarily penonae non gratoe, so 
we left them in the White Home ken• 
nel. '"When do you want me to send 1 
the dogs home?" asked O:-iddy, wistCul• ; 
Jy. when we called him on his birthday, , 
August 27. I lovM Yuki. hut I knew ,· 
that ,~.. - · ' · -·~-,~t!d with my father. r . 
He r-. :~ .LJ;)<. •. • • was a friend. 



I replied, "Daddy, you can keep 
Yuki as long as you like. You can send , 
him home tonight, tomorrow or nevt•r.; 
We'll nlway!I take him if you tire of 
him. But if you want him. kttp' him." 

There was a brief silence. Then Dael• 
fly said 1;ruffiy, "Great. I'll send the 
beagles home this weekend." And Yuki 
never spent another night in the Nu• 
~ent home. 

As it turned out. Yuki beca111e my 
father's constant companion during hi!I 
last year and a half in the White House 
-offering him the loyalty, solace, devo• 
tion and amusement that · no.· other 
close· aS80Ciate could. When Daddy re­
tired from public life to the Ranch, so 
did Yuki. 

"Not since my mother died has any­
one or anything been as devoted to me 
as this dog," I once heard my father 
say. "He even is a substitute for my 
wife when she runs all over the country 
now," he added with a loving look 
at my mother, who was s igning copies 
of her book.· 

"Yuki seems to be consciou!I of 
what's going on, and he wants to be 
part of what's going on." says Daddy. 
"He ndjusts his activities to the situ­
ation. He'!I a dog for any mood." 

Or. as I once put it my!lelf, "Yuki 
clOC'!ln't offer any flak. Thnfs what 
makes him a good Presidential clog." 

Anrl that's what marle Yuki's White 
House ,lays so memorable. He and 
Darldy were together much of tht. time. 
In the Presirlential limousine, Yuki 
rode on the package shelf behind the 
President's head. Yuki had the run of 
the White House; he even felt he could 
sit in the President's chair in the Oval 
Room. One night when Yuki got sick, 
the President himself took him down- 1 

stairs to put him into .a .car for a trip 
· to the vet. On Yuki's return, Traphes 

Bryant, a White House engineer and 
dog-lover who became the unofficial 
kennel master, took him into Daddy's 
outer office, where one of the secretar­
ies was faced with the dilemma of 
whether or not to interrupt a cabinet 
meeting. She sent in a note, and Daddy 
jumped up immediately and said, 
"Bring him in." Yuki hounded in, 
jumped on the table, skidded past sev• 
eral cabinet member.i and landed in the 
lap of Secretary of State Dean Rusk. 
The Pre!iident quickly apologized' for 
Yuki. hut St•t•relary Rusk lau~hPrl at!'.! 
simply w .. kom1•cl Yuki h:it·k. 

,\ clay in Yuki';i Whit<- Hous<• s.-l1e>:l­
ule was a l'rowdecl ont·. I fe aro"'' nhnut 
;;ix. when hi3 mastt-r aw;1kene,I. \\'hill• 
Dnddy read the mornini: papPrs nnrl 
pilt•s of memoranda ;1hout tlw wnrld 
,-i tuation, Yuki would m·cup_v a spot in 
t h,· 1100k of hi,i arm. Ht' wns u~ually 
c<:a:,.:l'cl from the room whih• Daddy had 
breakfast. hut wait<'d pa ti, -ntly ;1t. his 
door unti l someone let him had; in. 

Sometimes there would he a · 
conference that took hours. ' 
but Yuki had fortitude. 

Special visitors 
Whenever Daddy left thP 

private up3tairs quarters, 
Yuki was only a step heh ind. 

1 
He would scamper into the i 
elevator and prance hehind : 
his master as they walked I 
together through the arcade. 1 
past the Rose Garden and 
over to the outer offict'S of 
the President of the Unit1•d 
States. Routinely. he didn't 
enter the big Oval Room 
that is the President's offi• 
cial office, but sat attentively ; 
behind the great door. But 1 
whenever Daddy had a sµe- ;; 
cial vjsitor, or a spare mo­
ment, he was invited in. The 
result: Yuki met several 
Heads of State, Ambas!43• 
dors, Senators, Congre!IS• 
men, Governors, and all · 
manner of celebrities. All in• 
formally, of course. •I 

Once when my father had 
an African Ambassador in 
his ofi!ce, Yuki slipped in 
unnoticed. After the meet• 
ing started, the Amha~ador 
realized the dog had ~otten 
into the folds of his colorful · 
native costume. There was a 
slight problem of extrication. 
but the Ambassador took it 
all good naturedly. 

There was probably much 
wisdom to this kind of non• 
sense. For sympathy for ani­
mals is a common denom­
inator of men from all parts 
of the globe, no matter how 
close or far apart their po­
litical views may be. In a 
way, the light touch of Yuki 
may have been a genius bit 
of Presidential diplomacy. 

If Yuki didn't make it in­
to the President's office, he 
was usually invited out to 
the south lawn for morning 
exercise. Afterward, he 
sometimes went to the White 
House dog run to play with 
Blanco, the white collie, and 
the family's beagle:J. · But 

when Daddy returned to the Mansion 
for lunch at midafternoon, Yuki ·would 
be ready to follow him on call. There he 
would sit at the feet of the President, I 
his eyes pl"ading for a mor.iel. After 
lunch, if Daddy took a nap, Yuki 
would curl up at his ft-et. Then it wa:s a ! 
walk back to the office. anrl a reluctant •· 
return to ,the kennels until much later. J 

4 
For Daddy usually returned at 10 P.)l. 

for dinner. After that, Yuki would re• 
join him, wiggling under the cover., 
while my father re~d the nightly re­
.ports bt>fore turning out the light. 

Yuki al!IO traveled with my father. •1· 

•. He adjusted well to flying (contmu~d) , 

ancl logged more than 100 hours in Air ! 
Force One and in helicopter.i. He was 
on at least 20 of my father's most sig• ~ 

nificant trips. He also visited the Capi- I 
to!, Camp David and Fort Benning. 
Georgia. He sailed on all the Presiden• 
tial boats and spent a day on the 
U.S.S. Conslilution, off California. 

Even now. whenever Daddy has to 
make a trip and Mother can't accom• 
pany him, he jokingly says, , . • - · 
.. Well, Yuki will want t.o go 

· with me." No truer words 
could be spoken. For Yuki 
doesn't ever tire of the fan• 
tastic pace Daddy sets. He 
never even tires of riding 
around the Ranch. 

Sensitive intelligence 
Yuki's sensitive intelli­

gence is reflected by bis re­
action to air travel. When he 
flew in Air Force One with 
Daddy, he always seemed 
to know whether they were 
going to land at one of his 
homes: Washington or Tex• , 
as. Approximately five min• 
utes before landing. Yuki 
would rush around, vigor­
ously wagging his tail and 
looking out the window to 
·see how close the plane was 
to home. If the destination 
was someplace other than , 
Texas or Washington, his \ · 
mood wa, more complacent, I 
as if to say, "Just another i 
city." ! 

When Daddy leaves the ' 
Ranch by plane or helicop­
ter, Yuki sits docilely in the 
office. snuggling up t.o the 
staff-as if to recapture Dad­
dy by association . . At the 
first sound of the returning 
chopper, Yuki's ears prick 
u1, and he runs from door to 
door. He always picks the 
right one, as if there were 
some sort of extrasensory 
perception between master 
and dog. When Daddy opens 
the door, Yuki ~eaps into his 
arms. I 

Yuki has heen present at 1 

nil kinds of official moment!:!, ; 
solemn and otherwise. In I 
1968. when the personnel , 
at Fort Benning first heard 

1 

that the Pre;;iclent mi::ht ! 
be coming to survey troop" 

1 

about to be deployed to the · 
\Var Zone, tht-y be:;an to ! 
prepare for his arrival. They : br 



polishefl everything and ev­
eryone. and a hush overtook 
the area as the great Air 
Force One set its wheels · 
down; thousands of military men stood 
silent and at attention. The troops sa­
luted, the drums started to roll, the 
band struck up "Hail to the Chief." The 
door of Air Force One opened-ancl 
who appeared at the grand <loo~ay of 
the Presidential jet, standing at atten­
tion, casting his head side to side to re­
view the t roops? Yuki-dog! And though 
his appearance was accidental, Yuki 
took the edge off the moment and 
turned it into a very human occasion. 

Yuki also managed to get himself 
involvt>d in the summer graduating 
ceremonies at Southwest Texas State 
University in San Marcos. He rode out 
to Daddy•s helicopter in the golf cart. 
jumped off, scampered up the helicop­
ter steps and lookecl wistrul. He won; 
he went. \Vhen the car arrived at the 
auditorium where Daddy was to speak, 
Yuki jumped out ancl visited with each 
of the school officials. Finally someone 
cried, ''Get that dog out of here; he·a 
bothering the President." 

"That dog is the President's," came 
the pained explanation. 

On August 17. 1968, Richard Nixon, 
then the newly nomi~ated Hepubllcan 
candidate for President, paid a visit to 
the Ranch with his Vice Presidential 
running mate. Spiro Agnew. · Aft~r 
meetings and lunch with the Presi­
dent Mr. Nixon and Governor Agnew 
climbed aboard a Pres idential helicop­
ter to leave. Yuki automatically_ scam­
pered after them, and as Daddy ru~hed 
to retrieve h im, he said to Mr. Nixon, 
"You've got my helicopter; you want 
my job. Are you going to take my ~og. 
too?'' Everybody laughed but Yuki, as 
he was carried off the chopper. 

On the Ranch these days, Yuki _does 
not wea r any of the fancy o_utfits he-

. wore in the White House. There, 
Traphe!! Bryant's wife went to the un­
solicited effort of making special cere­
monial clothes for Yuki. For Chri_st­
mas, the re was a little red _coat with 
green trimmings. For my sister L~n­
cla's wedding, Yuki also had a spec'.al , 
outfit, which he thought entitled ht~ j 
to pose in the ·official wedding portrait . .. ; 
Mother put the kibosh on that one. , 

Perhaps Yuki's only rival for my 
father's affections was my son, Lyn. 

who was born in June 1967. Daddy was 
ripe for grandfatherhood and was cap• 
ti ... ated by Lyn from the moment he 
first laid eyes on him. (On the wall of 
Lyn's bed,;oom is o first birthda~ pres• 
ent: a picture of my father s ign~: 
"For Patrick Lyndon Nugent-the JOY • 
of 1968-the hope of 1998.") The re­
lationship between grandfathe r a nd 
g ra ndson has been a rewarding one 
for the whole Camilv. with possibly 

one exception: Yu~i. Time for ~Y:° . 
means less time for Yuki. But Yuki ~s 
no fool. He knows he dare not show ~ 1:1 

jealousy. so he treat.a hw rival with 
polite avoidance. 

The day before we m~ved ~ut of the 
White House, the Nixon dogs moved 
in ancl both Yuki and Kim had a 
chance to meet the poodle and the 
Yorkshire terrier that were to take 
their places. Mr. Bryant._ ma nag~d - a 
smooth transition of camne admm1s­
tration, marred only by the fact that 
Lyn tried to ride on the Nixon poodle. 

I woulcln•t attempt to conjecture 
what passed through my father's mind 
• , • or Yuki's • . • as they bade farewell 

to Washington and took tha t 
last official flight on Air 
Force One. But I am sure 
that man and dog echoecl 
each other's mood as they 
entered this new phase of 
their life at the Ranch. 

Now Yuki is a Ranch clog. 
His official residence is still 
Daddy's bedroom, although 
his habit of rolling in the 
cow pasture often makes 
him socially unacceptable on 
the hedcovers. For that rea­
son, he is sometimes ban­
ished to the kitchen for a 
laundering, after which he 
returns to bunk with Daddy 
and Mother. 

Yuki has adopted.many of 
my father's ranch habits. 

· He too likes to rise early, 
• • I 

a nd he is the one soul who : 
never tires of riding the , 
ranch with Daddy and see• 1 ·· 
ing how things a re going. He 
visits the LBJ birthplace; he 
s tops to look a t the old well; __ \ 
he stands patiently as my 
father says hello to tourists. ·. 

- ... - . ·---···--· ~- ....... . 
Devoted c:ompanio.;·_--~i 
Has the camaraderie these 

two had' in the White House 
remained? Sometimes I feel 
it is not as intense, simply 
becauso the ~ is not as 
acute. ~ my father lives at 
a different pace, Yuki seems 
to sense that the demands 
on him are not as great. And 
he, in his own way, has 
found a new life of release 
and freedom in retiremenL 

But the quality of the re­
lationship has not changed. 
The devoted companion still • 
idoli,:es his master and fol­
lows his every step-while 
my father's eyes still sparkle 
when Yuki enters the room. 
In a world where there is so 
much talk of communica• 
tions breakdown, here is a 
remarkable understanding. 
Here, for a man who has lit­
erally borne the weight of 
the world and who has 

· known the ~at and the 
mighty. one small dog meam 

unquestioning friendship and devotion. 
We who love Yuki are glad he has 

my father. · 
We who love my f~ther are glad he 

has Yuki. · llND 

from the 
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L YNDON B AINES JOH NSON 
LIVING W I TH HIM AND HER , 1963-69 

fter the shock and grief of Kennedy's assassination, 
Lyndon Baines Johnson brought a touch of wry humor 
to the national stage. Before becoming president, the 

,2Di&aT outspoken Texan had owned a dog he called Little 
Beagle Johnson-"lt's cheaper if we all have the same monogram," 
he explained. Little Beagle grew up to become Old Beagle, and 
when he died Johnson had him cremated. For a while the dog's 
ashes were stored on top of the refrigerator until finally Johnson 
gave in to his cook's objections and sent the remains to be buried at 
his Texas ranch. 

When LBJ moved into the White House he brought along two 
new beagles known as Him and Her. In a typically Texan move, 
the new President took one look at the White House doghouse and 
immediately ordered that a bigger one be built. Every time 
Johnson showed the design to a friend, however, the doghouse 
grew more ambitious and elaborate until finally something of a dog 
palace was built suitable for a true Texan dog. 

During his first few months as president, Johnson scored 
highly in the popularity polls, but in April 1964 an incident 
involving Him and Her sent his ratings plummeting. At a meeting 
with bankers Johnson casually picked up both beagles by the ears 
while cameras clicked away, and the next day the photos were 
splashed across the front pages of almost every newspaper in the 
country. Dog lovers were up in arms and demanded an 
explanation. But Johnson's answer was typically curt: "To make 

Opposite, when LBJ picleed up his 

beagles by the ears, dog-lovers were 

enraged. 

Above, the Johnson beagles Him 

and Her were often in the news, 

even maleing it onto the cover 

of Life. 

♦ 



Opposite, President}ohnson takes a 

dip with Yuh and grandchild 

Patnck Lyndon Nugent. 

Yuh, a mongrel found in a Texas 
gas station, was one of President 

Johnson's favorite dogs. 

Yuki in the picture," President Johnson insisted, reaching for the 
dog. "We can't have a family portrait without him." But Lady Bird 
didn't agree. Drawing herself up to her full height and looking 
Johnson straight in the eye, she declared, "That dog is not going in 
the wedding picture." When the president started to argue, the 
First Lady commanded the dog keeper, "Mr. Bryant, get the dog 
out of here right now. He will not be photographed," and Yuki 
was finally removed. Later while waiting for her husband to finish 
his tour of duty in Viet Nam, Luci wrote Yuki's biography. "I 
don't know when it will get published," she admitted, "but I just 
had to write it. The story of Yuki is part of history." 

As the war in Viet Nam played havoc with President 
Johnson's popularity, he took solace in his standing among his 
canine supporters. To be on the safe side, however, he kept a box 
of candy-coated vitamin pills in his desk drawer and doled them 
out to the eager hounds. Whenever he returned by helicopter to 
the White House, Johnson also liked to have the unquestioningly 
supportive dogs on hand to greet him, and as he prepared to land 
he would eagerly peer out the window to see if the family canines 
were at the landing pad. 
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LBJ had a h9ne to pick 
. . ~ ,. • tt, 

By Richard Benedetto 
USA TODAY 

The barrage of criticism that 
hit Lyndon Johnson after news 
photos showed him holding his 
new beagle up by the ears 
stung the president more deep­
ly than many knew. 

Newly released taped con­
versations Johnson had in 1964 
depict a man worrying about 
how it would affect bis image. 

To pres; secretary George 
Reedy, Johnson expresses con­
cern after meeting reporters. 

Johnson: " I was hoping 
they'd bring up the dog thing. I 
wanted to say I did this every 
day. Nothing unusual and noth· 

ing cruel." · - .All ~airs: Pre~ident John:'o':; 
Reedy: ''They've follJ)tten it, grabs beagle for photographers. 

sir .. . A one-day sensation." 
Johnson: "I hope so." · rubbing salt In bis wounds. 
But Johnson continued to "He said he wouldn't treat 

smart. A few days later, be ex- bis dog like I treated mine," 
plains to Sen.. Hubert Hum- Johnson says. "It's none of bis 
pbrey, D-Minn, "AU I was doing · damn busine$ how I treat my 
in holding the beagle up was so dog. I'm a 'Jot better to d~ 
he could get the front of his pie- and humans too, than be is .• . 
ture instead ot bis asa" But they got every·dog lover in 

And ftnally, Johnson tells the country thinking I'm bum­
Senate Democratic Leader Ing 'em at the stake." 
Mike Manstleld that Senate 
GOP leader Everett Dirksen is ► The ma~, 5A 
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She ~ould like to be called today or tomorrow with the answer to a 
quest1on: 

did LBJ give J. Edgar Hoover a dog? 

if so, what its name Edgar? 

if so, what breed was it? 
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"Ber" died from sv41.loY1ii a at!)ne trqa the White . 
House dri:vevay. 'tilim" was kiU~ when he raa bet;ee11 
the whe~a ot a car while. ~~- a eq'llkr:e1 on the 
White H~e lawn. 
~o ~ ---:µa~ - thet are bo~ buri~ ill the tamU.y­
eeaeter, ~du.m nea.r President ~i..~~ sr-._ •¢'~•ho. 
vasu 't swe of' the location · ot llu(tfJ ·: · .. ,,:.. .. .. 



Blanco was given to a doctor and his family •in Kentucky pefore the Johnsons left 
the White House. He had nearly- five years with this fa.np.ly who· liyed near ~ome ~ooi!s. 
The family kept in touch with President and Mrs . Johnson, sending periodic reports 
about him, the last one in September 1974 when Blanco had a heart attack and died. 

Yuki After President Johnson died, Yuki went to live with Luci Nugent and her 
children~ receiging many years of tender loving care until his death in Feb. 1979 

Her died in Dec. 1964 after she swallowed a foreign object. 

Him died in June 1966 - he was chasing squiree:is , and was run over by a car. a:J; W JI . 
Kim and Freckles were sired by Him 
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BEAGLE EAR- PULLING INCIDENT 4/2 
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"That bum," the Secret Service man told me, ''went to 

an art display and tried to get the price down. He wanted 
the stuff for the LBJ Library. And by God, he did get the 
price down. And then he was so anxious to get his bar­
gains home he bypassed the crowds waiting for him by 
using a viaduct that took him right to the airport. I tell 
you he was a demon that day." 

About the time LBJ announced he wasn't going to run 
again he really got testy. Once I came into the room just 
as he exploded: "They shot me down. The only difference 
between the Kennedy assassination and mine is that I am 
still alive and feeling it." He was talking about Vietnam 
and how nobody was rallying round him to support his 
position. 

I remember when the papers were giving Johnson un­
mitigated hell every time he turned around. George Chris­
tian, his top PR man, said to the press, "Okay, you guys, 
you just go ahead and pour it on. But one of these days 
you're going to miss him." 

And I'll bet they do. 

I hated to see LBJ lose his popularity, going from cock 
of the walk: to bottom of the barnyard well. Strangely 
enough, the decline had begun with his beagles, Him and 
Her, in an incident that ended the new President's honey­
moon with the press and with a lot of the dog-loving pub­
lic. He'd been hailed for his tax cuts, great new civil rights 
legislation, and countless other achievements. He'd· even · 
settled a railroad strike and gotten the Chamber of Com­
merce on his side. 

And then in a flash everything ohanged. Or as one re­
porter-Mary McGrory-put it, "A yelp ended a winning 
streak." · · 

The incident r m talking about was the ear-pulling, and 
many people asked me about it. "You're the dogkeeper, 
why didn't you stop him?" they'd wonder. As long as -
I was at the Whlte House, I kept still. I figured LBJ had 
$30,000-a-year advisors to tell him what he should or 
shouldn't do if he cared about his image. 

Lyndon Baines Johnson I 91 
But that's all over now-LBJ is gone, I'm retired, and 

I can finally say what I had the bad luck to see. Yes, I was 
there the day the President picked up ~ little beagle Him 
by the ears. I cringed to hear the dog· yelping. It all 
happened April 27, 1964, at C-9 Post, right outside the 
President's office. He had been meeting there with some 
balance of payments experts, and as a relief from finan­
cial talk, he took them for a walk around the yard. A 
swarm of reporters and photographers followed, as usual. 

What · the· President was trying to do was please the 
photographers by getting the dogs to . do a trick. Lyndon 
Johnson was such a tall man he had to bend way over even 
to get near a beagle. So he was bending over and just took 
hold of Him by the most convenient handle, his ears, 
probably thinking of some Texas story about a farmer lift­
ing his dog that way. Even when he heard the yelps, the 
President didn't seem to realize that anything was wrong. 
He just matter-of-factly explained that pulling their ears 
was good for the dogs, and that everyone who knew dogs 
liked to hear them yelp. 

What the President didn't remember, or know, is that 
you can only try this lift-'em-'by-the-ears trick with a puppy. 
Old-time farmers and hunters start to pick up a pup by 
the ears and if it yelps, they stop and pick up one that 
doesn't. Puppies are light, but grown dogs have ,mo"-. 
weight' than their ears can comfortably support. . · 

Even as the episode unfolded- with t)ie dog yelping ana · 
the flash bulbs popping-I knew the fat was in the fire. ·of. 
to quote a favorite expression of Lyndon's, "the ox was ia 
the ditch," and it was going to make news. I had just 
gotten some good stories in the papers about the presiden- · 
tial dogs, and now this! I felt sorry for both the Presi~t 
and the dog. · . . t • • •.· .. 

Johnson probably never knew that N~on; ai soon u.,e 
entered office, used the ear-pulling incident for a gag to 
amuse his Republican friends. You will read about it later 
In my diary. · · -:'_L' 
· After LBJ's goof, the White House was flooded wtth 

mail. Some defended th•1-.Prcsident; .i;nqtt ~~IWlld 
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him. Reporters a_roun~ ~he world were going to dog ex­
pert~ to poll their opm1on on beagle ear-pulling. Veter­
maf!ans were anti-President on the matter. So were the 
Nauonal Beagle Club, the American Kennel Club and the 
American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animal&. 

But Bernard Workman, the chairman of the Canine 
Defense League in London, defended him. A clipping 
quoted him as sa~g! "I ~on't believe that a beagle comes 
to a!1Y harm by picking 1t up by the ears. Their ears are 
particularly strong." 

When i showed it to the President he still didn't ask me, 
his do~eeper, whether I thought he'd done right, which : 
was a tipoff to me he really knew it had been a mistake. 
And since he didn't ask, I didn't volunteer. I just listened 
~ he defended himself some more. "You know, Bryant, 
it s good for these dogs to bark. They have things too 
soft around here; they've got to exercise those Jun~ in 
case I take them hunting. Where else does a dog get such 
treatment as I give them? They lead a better life than I 
do. H~ll, !?ey even have their teeth deaned for them." . 

I sa1d, Why don't you call a press conference and tell 
the reporters?"· , 

"Oh h ll '' h 'd "I ' , e , e, sai , can t teach those guys anything. . 
H~ of them don t know their ass from their elbow. They'10 
too ignorant. You can't teach anything to a shut mind. But 
I never thought a dog would do me in." 
. !hen he ~ot his second wind and decided to use tho 
incident to his own advantage. "The only thing that saves· 
m:r sanity is humor," he had told me. So I wasn't sur­
pnsed th~t when he spoke to a group of Jewish clothing 
workers w New York City, he said, "rve been warned 
that you are mad at me because I pulled the ears of a 
bagel." He came back beaming and said, 'Tiey loved it. 
I went from beagle to bagel and let the bagel share the 
blame." · 

Now _it can b~ told that the-much-publicized April 27 
ear-pulling wasn t the only time he pulled the oogs' ears 
A f~w days later he went to the trouble of showing som; 
tounsts how he_ had lifted his dog by the ears, and again 
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·11im yelped. A tourist laughed and called ou~ "That was 
off the record." 

My diary shows another item about a .year laier:. 

3/1S/6S The President called for_ the dogs in front of 
his office. He twisted Him's ear and Him yelped. Pre .. 
ident petted Him before going to the Capitol to make a 
civil rights speech. I took Blanco to the second floor. 
Lynda -took Him. The President told me to brina -them. 
both out in fifteen minutes. 

To the end of his term he still persisted in pulling the 
dogs' ears just to prove they really "liked it." The Prez 
bated to be wrong. • 

LBJ wove a lot of fun and games lnto his days as Presi­
dent but life wasn't all '1>$ler and skittles or dogs and 
shower nozzles, even in his early years in the White House. 
Some terrible moments passed in the President\, official 

• life. One of the worst involved Walter Jenkins, an aide 
I had often seen around. He was a bard worker and LBJ's 
closest fri.~nd and assistant, and his daughter, Beth, was 
sixteen-year-old Luci's best friend. Sometimes tho two 
families ate together on the Truman Balcony. . 
· But on October 7, 1964, everything.dianged within a 
abort half-hou!, Jenkins w~s attending an opening of 
Newsweek's new Washington office. Suddenly; about seven 
o'clock, according to the· story that· circulated the White 
House, he ducked out. Half an hour later he was arrested 
. at the YMCA men's room for disorderly conduct of the 
type associated with homosexuals. Jt. turned out the police 
had peepholes in the Y john and picked up a lot .of hpm~ 
sexuals that way. , . . . 

1 Lyndon Johnson 811d the whole White House 'staff ~re 
In shock.· Jenkins was ·out, and LBJ· explained to a startled. 
public that he was · sorely grieved ·and that '.all he '.coJJld . 
aay was that Je~ had lately been under·great 1treu. .. 

A different scandal, this one involving Bobby Baker, 
the Senate Majority Secretary and LBJ's old prot~g6 from 
.his days on the Hill, threatened the President ~uclrmore 
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CluD qhes photo highHghts of corf!er, Je J 4,sec 13 

le 16, SS: 3; l e l8 , l:2; l e 20,6:4;Je23,l:2;Je25, 
1:2; le 25,3:2; le 28,IV,l :2; Je 28, Vl,p7; Je 29 , 
I: :,; Je J0, 1:5; Je 30,16:2; JI 3 ,1:5; JI 3,9:4; JI 5, 
I :2; JI 9, 1:4 

J: 16, 19:4; J I 17,9:2; JI 19, 56:31 Jl 2: , I0:2; 
JI 23,3:2; JI 23,29:I; JI 24,11:2; JI 26,V!,pl0; 
Jl ?7,1:.?; Jl 28 ,6:4; JI 29,18:2 

Serie,:. of photos during Johnson s or swearinq•In 
of G H Hearn oa Maritime Comm member, Hearn's 3,. 

yr~ld $On running about d1.rinQ ceremony, Jt 23,29: I 
Aq 2 , I :4; Aq 5, 1:6; Aq 7 , I :S; Aq 8, 1:2; Aq 9 , I :2; 

Ag 9 , 48 ,2; Ag 9,IV, I :4; Ag 13, 14:3; Aq 13, 15:2 
Aq 16,1:S; Ag 16,68:3: Aq 16,IV,l:4; Aq 19,16:3; 

Ag 20.1:3; Ag 20,12:2; Ag 23,Vl,p l; Ag 25,22:6; 
Aq 27,1:5: Ag 27,21:J; Ag28,l:5; Ag 28,12:3,S; 
Ag 28,29:2; Ag 29,1:2; Ag 30,IV, l :2; Ag 30,V!. 
ppl5,68; Ag 31,1:4 

Medal beannq Johnson por is designed by A J 
Men.coni; Uh1a; Johnson gives medal as memento to 
Wh.Jte House viaitors, Aq 23,82:2 

S 1,25:l; S 4,14:2; S 6,IV,1:3; S 8,1:4; S 8,18:2; 
S 10 , 12:5; S 11,3:2; S 12, l :2; S 13,3:2.; S 13,IV, I :2 ; 
S 13,Vl,pl00; S 15,15:4 

Blind student at PA center for blind sketches 
Pres from dletoUon; s ketch illus, S 13,122:3 

S l o , 10:4; S 17, I :4; S 18,20:2; S 20,IV, I :I; S 21, 
22: l; S 22 , 28 :2 ; S 2 3, 1:5 ; S 24, 31 :3; S 26 , I :2; S 27, 
\'!,pl9; $ 28 ,12:4; S 29,l :4; 5 30,20:4; 0 2 ,20:2 ; 
0 4,69 :2; 0 4,IV, 3:3; 0 4,Vl, pl4; 0 5,66:2; 0 6 , 1 :5; 
07,33:2; 08,3 1:3; 09, 1 :4; 010, 13:2; 012, 1:5; 
0 12,17:3;013,35:2;015,1 :6; 015,31: 2; 0 16 , 
22:i ; 0 17, 13:2; 0 19, 14: 2; 0 20, 3:2; 0 22,45:2 ; 
0 23 1:2; 0 23,28:2; 024, 16:4; 0 25,80:4;0 25, 
r; 3: 1; 0 25;tll,p3; 0 27 ,20:4; 0 28, 17:2; O29,l :5 

:S: 1,1:6; N l ,78:2; N 1, IV,111; N l,IV,9:4; NI, 
VT,pl02: N 2 ,1:4; N 3,1:5; N 4,1:51 N 4,~2:2; !'15, 
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S ketch ol Jahnaon, N 1, Vl,pl; US E nqravlng ond 
PrtnUng BUT nspta par approved by John110n added to 
■erJe■ o( enqravJnQe of Pr•• por• , N 8, 75:6 

N 16,l:2; N 18,1:3,6; N 20,1:1; N 21,19:2; N 22, 
79:4; N 22,!V, 1:2; N 24,29:3; N 29, 1:2; N 29,69:4; 
N 29, IV,3:2; N 29,Vl,pp2&,31 

Illus of Johneons on 301h we dding onnlv, ol them 
an honeymoon, N 18, l:3,6 

Ulus of Johnaon• w11h P,.e, Kennedy ct F't Worth 
C of C break.fast few hrs before Kennedy'• aaeaesJ­
nation, N 22,IV,l:3 

D 2, 1:2; D 2,66:4; D 3,26:2; D 3,58:2; D 4 ,41:S; 
D 6,1 :2; D 6 ,!V ,4 :4; D 9 , l:4; D l 0,4 :4; D 13,111, 
11:3; D 13,IV, 1 :3,4 

' 61 illus ln W Berlin , D 6,Vl,P31; ' 59 illus with 
S.n Humphrey, D 6 ,Vl,pl43; Johnson qives framed 
autc,qraphed photo to Prime Min Wll.acn, D 8,10:5; 
hundreds of children hove pJcture of Johnson and 
his beaqlea, D 1 2,16 :5 

D 16, 16:4; D 17. I :S; D 26, 18:2; D 27 , IV,5:6; 
D 28,1:2 

Pr••• RelDtlona. See cr01St1•re.fa from start o{ 
Johnson head!nq (for subjects dlacussed 01 press 
=n~) . 

Johnson attends New Yr's Ev-e- party given by 
White House pres& corps, Aus tin, Ja I, 12 :2; holds 
brief press c onf on front porch of LBJ Ranch, J a 4, 
9:B; Johruon brief■ new■men on State of Un ion Mei~ 
■age, White Hous e Aostt Garden1 Jo 9, 17:3; Jllus ; 
tea:t, Jo 9,16:4,7; Johnson lo sot AP meeting, NYC. 
Apr 20, Jo 10,14:B; Repr Horton queries why John­
a o n haa held no TV press confs; J o 15,18:7 

Johnson to open some prl!ss confs to live radi~ 
TV coveroqe; aaka newsmen to auqqest ways for 
more eHecuve use of medium, reply lo Radio-TV 
News D11s Assn request. Jo 19,79:3 

Johnson, in preas briehn,q, explams recelpt o! 
stereo phonograph trom ex•Dem Sen Mojetity aec 
Boker and purchase of hfe ins1 Jo 24 . 1:Sj tex t, 
Jo 24, 14:6 

Johnaon caUs newsmen into his olhce wllhout 
advance nouce for on other Pr••• conf, Jo 26, I: I; 
t ranscript; 1Hus: d1scus.ses ht.s relotJ.ons- "'lilh news­
men, Jo 26,p54 

'idbute to M We1nberq on SOth annlv o..s publisher 
of Day.Jewish Morning Journal , Jo 26 , 67:4 

TV networks CBS, NBC. ABC, caught unprepared 
by Johnson's impromptu pre•& confs, propose bldq 
p@rmanen1 br-oadcasunq &tudio in While House; 
studio would be 1n F'ie:h Room near P~es olHce; he 
1s seen opprovtnq. Jo 26, l?:1 

Natl Newspope:- Publishers Assn, representlnq 
wkly ond semi-wkly Negro newspapers, conf• wtth 
John&0n1 Whlt~ House, Jo 31.11:3 

Preaa conf, F9 2. 1:6,8; tranac:ri pt, F 2, p6 2; con! 
held Jn Wrute House the-ater; newsmen for I sl uma 
ore glven advance nonce; con{ taped by rad10 and 
TV network s ; allus; Johnson comments on cholct! 
of theater; tr ansc:-u:it. :' 2,62:2 ,4 

Art1ele on Johnaor,•s hondlinQ of press thua far; 
sharp contrast Wlln r1'es Kenned;·'s pohcLes n01ed i 
Johnson seen sul, s eeltmq press conf format that 
s1.J1ts him best 1 F" 9,1\',Sd 

Johnson, o, d1plcmal1c recepuon, donces wllh 
nearly every newswoman prosent , F 12, 19:j 
Televi ■ed pr••• conf ftom Stot• Dept conf room; 

thus, Mr l,l:Bi tronac,lpt; iUus, Mr l,p44; Johnson 
discuse.es plans for dealing wtth press, press conf; 
soya lie wtJl vary press conf format; says Salinger 
w i ll meet press twice. daily; Days he will meet lnd1-
v1duol newsmen and some 'old friends'; tronsCTip t , 
Mr l , 4-4:~1 8 ; J Reston notes press cont was tele­
vised hvl" for 1st time; revs Johnson's performance, 
Mr 1 t44:6; televi ■ecl p,.•• conf from Whi te Hou• • 
Eo1t Room; illus, Mr a. I :8: tron■cript; Jllus, Mr 8 , 
p54; article on Johnson' s performance; cont Is 7th 
held, 2d to be tele:viaed live; seen beat lhus (ar 
atyllaUcally; friendll@r and morll! relaxed otmos· 
phere contra■te-d with previous conh conf In EWJ t 
Room ls 1st to be held there, Mr 8,5.S:2 

Pres s, Women's Natl Pr·es11 Club dinner, Mr 5, 
l 18 
Joh"■on dl•cu■■e■ occe■■ ion to Pre■ and lat 100 

clays In 1-h r taped TV l"t carried l,y CBS, HBC, 
ABC; int orlqtnally ronto 80 mins b ut we15 ed by net­
wcrka: interviewers ere E Sevaretd, W H l..owrence, 
D Brinkley, t,k 16,1:8; tron■ cript; illus, ._,,.r l6,pp J B1 

19; J Reaton on Johnson's e ffective perform:u1ee; 
sees him grow in9 in conl ldence in u&t!' of TV, M' 16, 
19:7; ed, M- 16, 30: I; J Gould on int ond networks-• 
editing, Mr 17,71:1; Mr 22,11,15:1 

P,e■• sec Sollnget ond o■aoc pr••• aec Hatcher 
rea ign; Johnaon aide G E Ready nomed pre■a ■ec; 
SaUnqer, Johnson •~ch tributes, lts, Mr 20, 1:2; texts, 
>-1.r 20 120:6,7; Reedy career, Mt 20,20:2; e peculotion 
onSalinqer move, Mr 21 , 11:2; he announces candi· 
da~y lor Sen from Cahl, Mr 21,lt2; ortlcle on 
Reedy's lat day on job; aamp1e queationc ond on• 
swers durJnq press brieftnqs not4!1d1 ~.r 21 , l l 13j 
Johnson, ccmmentinq on Salinger's s udden re&iqm­
Uon, recalls own quick di,cJston to lea ve F"ed po.at 
to run for HR, ' 37; transcript , ~ 22,44 :1,5; Reston 
comments on Sahnqt!r resignation, Mr 22 , IV,8:3 

Unscheduled pre,, conf; Reedy was qtvlnq rou• 
L- .. -I • ---- ... -,~-.J l-1- l 4t \V~l~c. 

JOHHSOH-Preu Relatlon■-Cont 
House o!lice, Mr 22,l!l; text; 1.llua, Nk 22,p,44; un­
acheduled pt••• conf, LBJ RaTlch olflce, M' '29, l :2; 
t,an acrlpt, M- 30,20:1 

Pr••• conf, White Houae Cabinet Room; con!, 
celled without noUce, not covered by Uve TV anct 
rodio, Ap 5,1 :I; Ap 5,1 :5; trans ctlpt: lllue, Ap 5, 
p82; ,.. .. conf; held In Cabin,., Room; coiled with• 
out advance notice, Ap 12., 1 :2 tron■crlpt, Ap J 2, 
64:2 

Reston on how Johnson likes to have newsmen 
oround him bul dlsllkes their a-lticiam, Ap 8,42:3 

PreH conf, Ap 17, I: I ; transcrlp;; h!qhliqhts, 
Ap 17,pl4; he welcome■ ASNE members presen t; 
tranacrlpt . Ap 17,14:1; t.:onf is l ◄th; Johnson calls 
it 'regular acheduled, televised, noUHed-well•in­
advonce' conf; 502 newsmen, including 200 from 
ASNE ouend; conf held m .State Dept audltorlum 
where Ke\nedy held o il h is confa: Johnson's light• 
he OTted r e( to auto-drjvinq tnc.,dent ond to other 
aubJe-cts noted, Ap 17,1!>:l; Reston on Johnson's 
performance. Ap 17,34:3; \Ii.bite House rei:eptton for 
ASNE members and w1ve~; Johnaon s, Ap 19,14:2; 
pr••• conf, White House , called withouc wominq, 
Ap l ~,l :5,6; A Krock on conlrol Johnson demon• 
,;;;traleci over tn0$S telev1$ed press conf; aoys prevJ­
oua confs qove him ume for experiment ond for 
preparation for comparison with Kennedy; cartoon, 
Ap IS,IV,9:1; Johnson s ct AP e xecs luncheon at­
•~nded by 1,700, NYC; Illus, Ap 21,1:8; text; Illus , 
Ap ~l.p l4j used lalect type of .speech prompter, 
Ap ~l,14:7; newsman M Sm.Jth says press should 
not try to impose pres$ C"Onf format on Johnson tha t 
wiU rr.:::ske h.!m uneomfortabltt, s, UPI m.e~tinq, Ap2J , 
21 :5; John.son speaks to and holds impromptu pr••• 
conf with eds ond broadcasters , Whlte House Rose 
Garcien; calls working relations with press qood, 
Ap 2", 1:2; Hcerp;s; illus, Ap 22,18:1 , 3; Johnson 
qive.s JO mina not.le~ fer pt••• conf, White House 
!='lower Garden, Ap 2 4,1 :6 ; transctlpt; 1lJus, Ar, 2 4, 
14::;; pr•■• conf, White House office: Sltl.lng wtth 
Jonnson are H S Truman ond Prof J r Dobie, White 
Hou.se guests; conf i s 4th full--dreS5 one ,n 9 days 
and Nns 16 m1ns over usual ½ hr; Johnson, Truman 
illus, "P 26 ,J :8; transcript; Jllu&, Ap 26,p64; USSR 
news oqency Toss carries complete acct, Ap 2 7,4:j 

J o :1ns0n is hon quest ct Gridiron Club a nnual 
Omne-:-; lcmp0oned1 Ap 26 ,63: 3 

Jor.:,son int pub in Munich witty Oulck, Ap 29,3;5 
Jo:i.nson disturbed by reptq of his handhnq of his 

dcc;-s~ AP 29,43:S 
jcnn.&Oo holds light-hearted 45-min wol lcing 

•pr• • • conf' on Whlte House grounds; no official 
trans=rlpl; plays with doqa1 greets tourists, My 3, 
56:..; ; tokes newsmen f or 7 lops ro u!!~~.}'lhttehHo~ 
low:-;, hftS Deoq les 69' ~ O!lnow l ct They 
~ : · AAX!'1: Xllua, M~nrffl'e~~T;• • 
faffld1e3 10 next pres.s conf. My 6,52:5: pre• • con f, 
Whit• Ho..,•• S Lawn, My 7 , 1:B; d•..ecrl0e0; illu.sj 
over 1,000 n•w■men and fomlllea ottend; Mrs John• 
so:-. , :..ynda attend, My 7,1 :4: trans cript; h ighlight&; 
lllus !,1y 7,pl8; John■on1 during v is it t o World's 
Fair, NYC, hold■ pr••s. conf in Fed Fcv1lion ; conf 
ls )E.tn s1nce oceesslon and 1st outside Washington 
except 2 ot LBJ Ranch, My I 0, 72 :7 

Johnson praises pre.ss and pokes fun ot it, s , W R 
Hearst F'oundaUon owords dinner; soys he was ed 
ot coll paper; preserus awards4 My 1212 4:S 

;.. Krock on Johnson's use of word •we' in press 
confs, My 12,36:4 

Johnson m~ta with N ewspaper Fann Eds Assn1 

While Hous,., My 13,25:1 
J o!'lnson hon ct White House C orreapondenls Assn 

dinner; qets &J lv«!'r spura and book ends, My 23,10 :2 
Presa conf, Je 3,) :7; tro'\■crl pr; illus. Je 3,p2.5i 

pre•• conf, Je 24, 1:J; trans c r ipt; hlqhliqhts , Je 2 44 

pl2; pr••• conf1 Jl 11,1 :4; tran•crrpt, JI 11,6:2 
i=- :-e-s Jnv1tes about 20 repOrh!rs. to Impromptu 

coffee hr at White House; s to th•m off record; 
tOJtes woJk with them, W"htte House qrcund.s; illus, 
JI l~, 19:4; Pres and Mrs Johnson invite reporters Jn 
for coff~e and conversation; stroll around White 
House qrounds with them, JI 26,33:5 

Pre■■ conf, LBJ Ranch, Jl l9, l:8i trans cript; 
llh.as, Jl 19,p56: p r••• cont, Waahinqton; illus, 
Ji 25,1:8; transcr ipt; illus; highlights, Jl 25,p6; 
pres a conf, White House; later make-S brie f atate• 
ment to newa me n, 4'liminaUnq any Cablnet member 
or person who mee.ts T"e-qulorly wHh Cabinet as pos­
sfole Vice•Pres candidate , Jl 31,1:8; ■tot•m•n• 
te,ct , Jl 31,8:7i pr••• conf tronacrlpr; highlights, 
J1 !1,8: l ; press con! wos held in J ohnson'$ 0Uice1 

not te levised, Jl 311 9:1 
JO."'ln.son meets whh ISO repu; of foreiqn-lonquaqe 

press, Wh.ite House, Aq 4
1 
19:8 

i ohnecn d edicates Newhouse Communiccuons 
Center at Syracu1Je U Joumolism school , Aq 6, 1!6; 
bor-rows typewriter from reporttt there , Ag 6,8:3 

Preas conf, LBJ Ranch; illu.JS, Ag 9 ,1!2: tron­
•t:ript; illus; press conf moved indoors because ol 
rain , Ag 9,p4 8 

Pre■■ conf, White House Roae Garden; illus, 
Aq 16, l :8; tran■crfpt; illus, Ao I 6,p68; br-ief pre•• 
con.f , White House; newsmll!n Join him for tour of 
White House qrounds with Ice1and Premier Ben_,. 
+\o::•~9~n Ao 19 1:7; tronacript;. illus, Aq 19,16:2; 
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PRESIDENT JOHNSON'S DOGS 

Blanco born July 19, 1963 - white collie 

- registered as Leader Blair Jamie of Edlen 

- given to President and Mrs. Johnson in December 1963 

- given to doctor and his wife in Kentucky before President l eft 

the White House 

- died September 1974 of a heart attack 

Him and Her - born June 27, 1983 - beagles 

- registered 

- Her died in December 1964 after she swallowed a foreign object 

- Him sired Kim and Freckles born in October 1965 

- Him died in June 1966. Run over by car while chasing squirrels 

Yuki - born 1966? - white mixed breed 

- name is Japanese for "white as snow" 

- after death of President Johnson , Yuki went to live with Luci Johnson Nugent 

and her family 

- died 1979 

PRE-PRESIDENTIAL 

It is known that, as a child, Lyndon Johnson had a dog named "Bigham Young" 
(correct spelling), and rode a horse named "Kussie11 which belonged to his 
cousin, Ava Johnson Cox. 
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Luci 011 V1iu 12/15/11 

-PYu'- : ; • '' 11 
• ' • '' ~ h ~,._an on~y ~n ~me~~ca h~OAIJ w eAe a 

dog goeh 6Aom being abandoned in a countAy 

6-ll.l.ing htation to being one 06 the P~eh-ldent 

06 the United Statu' beht 6~iend. Let me 

a.hhulte you. that U Wah not .love at 6iMt hight. 

Yuki had home peuonal hygiene pftoblem~ which 

did not endeaA him to my 6atheft, but help 

Wah hou.ght and thehe pftoblemh weAe coftAected. 

Yuki wa4 ah attentive and lovi ng ah you. could 

eveft hope 60ft. My 6atheft liked to hee thing4 

happen. 16 he ca..lled Yuki, he came; i 6 he 

ahked Yulu to ju.mp, Yuki ahked "how Ugh?" ;' 

and i6 he ahked Yuki to hing the "Staft 

Spangled Banneft", Yuki would obli9e •. not 
x rJ 

cafting Lt U Wah on key. U thohe t-lmeh c6 

con6lict and di66-leult decihionh, Yuki o66e~ed 

u.nqu.aLi.6-led love which -lh Aa.Ae in anyone' h 

li6e ftegaAdlehh 06 the-i.A htation. 





June 3, 1964 

Dear Mr. and Mr•. J<eith: 

l'b.ank you ~or writing the Pneideat about hi• 
baaigles - I knaa be will a-ppreciau both ywr 
intwrest in him &1ld your cOlll:efl! ~ thea. n. 
~i .. are cl.oee by the Prffi~•• Olf~ice aad 
hh mcaeme o~ pay with t~ ar. a great jo,, 
'for the Preeidellt. 

I CaD ...UR YOll from s .. ing thea togat!ar attea 
that the. Presid1 I: and hi• beagle• are~ very 
be9t ~ goad ~rieml•• aDd I am very •orr, tbat a 
biMed and distorted naws report abalrt the Pr"t­
deld•• wry 1'imt aad warm relatiolle with hi.a doge 
sbolal.d have misled anyone. 

Sincerely. 

Juanita D • . ~rta 
P9nanal Secretary 
to the Presidelrt 

.r. and Mrs. iJOn K•ith 
10M6 South 60th ~---··-
Fraaklin9 Wieecme;.a 

pap 
J 



President Johnsor li,fted one of his pet beag!es by the ears on the 
White House lawn Monday. 

Y elpini Beagles Put 
Johnson in Doghouse 

Journal Wire Services 

President Johnson brought 
down on his head the wrath 
of the Chicago Humane so­
ciety Monday when he decid-

~ ed to have some fun with the 
family beagles, Him and Her. 

1 Mr. Johnson pulled r-ach of 
1 the animals up by its ears 

to arouse yelps. 
The pups were frisking on 

the White House lawn when 
Mr. Johnson went out to the 
rose garden to greet a group 

1 organized to promote in­
r creased foreign investment in 

securities of United States 
firms. 

He called the dogs over, 
fed them some of their sugar 

1 coated vitamin pills from a 
bottle, played with them a 
bit, rolled them over, then 

1 hoisted them by the ears. • · 
"It's Good for Them" 

"You see what a dog will 
do when he gets in a crowd 
of bankers?" The president 
remarked with a smile after 
the yelps subsided. 

He told his guests that "if 
you ever follow dogs, you 

like to hear them yelp," and 
that was why he had en­
couraged Him and Her to 
do so. 

"It's good for them," he 
said. "It does them good to 
let them bark." 

J . . J. Shaffef, managing di­
rector of tt·<i Chicago Hu­
mane society, said that Mr. 
Johnson's ear pulling "is far 
arid away--the wrong way" to 
treat animals. 

Preslde'll Told How 
"They · . h I v e certainly 

,. caught tlie president in a dis­
play which contradicts every­
thing that we as humane so­
cieties try to teach," Shaffer 
said. 

"There are right ways and 
wrongs to do anything. In the 
case of picking up a dog, it 
has a front end and a back 

· end and appreciates support 
at both ends. 

"The question is no~ !1ow 
;,ainful this is to beagles, but 
how pa_inful it is to any liv­
ing creatures to be lifted by 
the ears. In our e,f;:,erience, 
this is the wrong way to do 
it." 

C 
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LIFE vis-its 
those lVhite House 
beagles, 

and 

HER 
Her~ iu exclusive Lir£ pic-tures are 
those beagles, Him and Her, snoop• 
ing around · the White House as 
though they owned it. "·hich they 
prohaLly think they d,,. Thanks to 
all l he furor O\'cr ear-pulling (LtrE, 
\Jay 8), Him and Her, who will 
he a year old ne::'\'.t ,,·eek, 2re the 
most talked-about canines since 
F.O.R.'s Fala took office. Whether 
or not they approre uf the Presi• 
dent's way of dcmo:-istrating his 
atfection, they prvbably ,,·ouldn 't 
swap places with any other dogs 
in the world. Not many dogs have 
heen privileged to shoo Lirds off 
the W hile House lawn, get u11der .. 
foot at a Cabinet meeting or min. 
zlc ,,·ith the dignitaries at a State 
Ball. Certainly 110 dogs in all the 
wurld have the Bouquet Room for 
a pri,·ate boudoir . 

Actually Hirn and Her lx:long to 
l.uci, the President's 16-year-old 
daughter. Hut they know who is 
really their Chief Executive, and 
art~ always on ham.I when he is in 
tlic mood for a romp. They also 
make ii a point of canint: proto• 
•·ul to turn out, with rnuch frisk­
i11g al,out and tail wagging, when 
111: crm,~ or goes in the presiden-
1 i<\I lrclicoptcr. Says a Texa~ law. 
p·r wlio is au uld friend or the 
.lulin~ou f l' •1ily: ' 'f\ l sure like to 
l1·a~ the la ,·,. tlin:;c two ring,; l<!nd.'' 
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St{ttits syrribols ltndfitnfacilit'ies 
for l1tvo frislcy clogs of stctte 

Fru111 their low-sltmg peri;pcctiv;: 
it must si:em lo Him an,I Hel' that tl ,e 
White House am! it~ staff un,I fittin.i,..,. 
c~i~I so!P.!y for tht- ir benefit anil e,li. 
ficotion. J•o<-ls :in,! r,,11ntain" are tliure 
to tie cooled off in or l11pped ut. The 
Ho~e C:mlen furniture ob,vioullly h'UH 

.. 

intetHlell tu 11cr.c,mmod111f'\ a mi,lday 
rest. As l1di1., their siat11:1 u,; dogs of 
!<l lllf'\, lli111 a11, I flpr l i;ovf'\ tl,i~ r,; .. .,,l!y 
follow, Thrul'he!I Bryant, who func­
tio113 us thic:ir 1111-purpo~e oit!e-and 
it'~ just an irrdev1111cy thur he l111j1pCn!I 
nlso to he th" White Hons-, electriciun. 

M · • 
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La.,r. all hc:i:;lt:'!S, Hirn an,J lier have a 
l,uilt- i11 y~n for r:!hl,i t, which ha:in't 
h..-~,1 ~(St:11 tin ti, .. hl)f',r aro1111,I }6(1() 

Pert n;;ylvani,l Ave,111e iro 111:111 y yeurl', So 
they lake out their frn,itralions 011 an 
olrl over:<hoe in :hr. /ttlin~o11::1' ::-eco1>•.I-

, · •TR · re 

Oo,,r living room. The famous White 
Ho11:,e ~•111irrd,. ltilve m:ule ir their hlllii-

. 't:: 
111:~ $ lo ~ray safdy clO!Stl"lo the Ir~; - • ' , -~ . ,r:~-· . ' 
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BEAGLES CONTINUED 

Po_litick-irtg at tlie fence, 
tlien ctn encore eti1·-lijt 

Out for their constitutional 
on the south lawn of the White 
House, Him and Her stand ip for 
their ma·ster .tmd extend a friendly 
paw to tourist Bill .Murphy Jr., 3. 

It's ear-pul_ling time again ns 
Him and Her join Luci (left) and 
her friend, Warri Lynn Smith of 
Texas, to ;see President Johnson 
offf~om tlae White House on a trip. 

.... 

II II 

JOln 

NOTE: Elmer's Glue-All contains no toxic fumes, vap 

r--------~------~~----
1 Attentio~:·T_l)e Borden Chemical Coi:npany, 

I Dept. L-64, 350 Madison Ave., New 
I Please send me free copies of "Party & 
I Fun," and "Wood-Gluing Handbook." 
I I NAMc._ __________ -,-

1 t,. (fl'I.UH ·Nf■T) 1 I ADDRESS. _________ _ 

I 
I CITY--------~TAT ... F __ 
L---------------------

. VISIT OUR EXHIBIT-WORt.0'3 FAIR"£ 

\ i~'1l~f :}:?t}i ~[~, C 
.... -



October 25, 1989 

I 
I 
I 

-I 
In response to your request for · information on President 
Johnson's pets, I am enclosing a chronology of -his dogs during 
the presidential years. Also, it is known that, as a child, he 
had a dog named "Bigham Young" and rode a horse named "Kussie" 
which belonged to his cousin, Ava Johnson Cox. 

A variety of photographs of the "presidential" dogs is available 
from the Library. I have enclosed a price list for photographs. 
You should advise us what type of photograph you are seeking, 
i . e ., the dog alone, with the Pr~sident, with others; black and 
white or color, etc. We can then make a selection for you . 

Should you decide to place an order for prints, please allow 
several weeks for the processing of your order. 

If I can be of further assistance, please let me know. 

Yours truly, 

Katherine H. Frankum 
Librarian 
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AT SAN JACINTO, SAM 
Houston rode into battle 
on a massive white stal­
lion whose name-as ev­
ery good Texan knows­
was Saracen. Within min• 
utes Saracen had died 
a hero's death on the 
battlefield, thus becom­
ing Texas' first celebrity 
animal. Although Hous­
ton had ridden him only 
a short time and owned 
other horses, Saracen's 
name has ever since been inextricably linked with General Sam's. 

The state's history and mythology owe much to critters, domes­
tic and wild. The Spanish introduced the cattle and horses whose 
hybrid descendants became Texas' famous Longhorns and mus­
tangs. Seas of buffalo offered a livelihood for the Plains Indian 
and sport and wealth for the white man. So amazing were those 
animals that when Buffalo Bill Cody took his Wild West Show to 
Europe in 1887, they excited as great a stir there as P. T. Bar­
num's huge elephant Jumbo hod in the U.S. a few years before. 

Texans never limited their affections to native species. When 
the U.S. War Department tried importing camels into the state in 
the 1850's for use as cavalry pack animals, the beasts drew 
crowds of gowkers at every stop. A few nameless escapees 
roamed 'wild in West Texas for years. Gainesville cowman Frank 
Buck turned his skill at handling livestock into a career as a big­
game netter; he detailed his captures in Bring 'Em Back Alive . 

Since Saracen, dozens of celebrity animals have provided 
Texans with creature comfort. Dogs lead the pock. The most fa. 
mous is Reveille, Texas A&M University's mascot since the thir­
ties. So venerated is the collie that when Reveille 111 died in 197 5 
after the spring semester, she lay in stale in a veterinary school 
freezer until the students returned in the fall . Nine thousand Ag­
gies attended her funeral. Other famous dogs were Him and 
Her, the beagles that LBJ was wont to hoist by the ears (provok­
ing one of animal odi~ 's earliest flops); the late president's 
favorite pooch, Yuki, whom Liz Carpenter termed o " terrible 
publicity hound"; and our current First Dog, the Bushes' English 

springer spaniel Millie. 
Equine celebs include 

Assault, the 1946 Tri­
ple Crown winner, who 
hailed from the King 
Ranch's stables, and 
Coss-Ole, the San Anto­
nian who starred in the 
1979 movie The Black 
Stallion. The King Ranch 
also produced Monkey, 
who fathered the first 
Santo Gertrudis calves. 
Nevertheless, Monkey's 

fame is cowed by that of another great bovine hero, Old Blue, 
Charles Goodnight's lead steer, who was so tome that he wore 
a bell. Colonel Goodnight, the first to attempt crossbreeding of 
buffalo and cattle, liked the moniker "Old" for oil his pets: Old 
Sikes was the buffalo who sired his short-lived " cottolo" line. 

Some of the four-footed famous w11re more unusual animals­
O ld Rip, for example, was a horn/iood who, legend has it, sur­
vived 34 years of burial in the Eastland County courthouse 
cornerstone- and others were purely fictitious, like Fred Gip­
son's hound Old Yeller and Pecos Bill's steed, Widow-Maker. 
Texans found some critters-like the rattler and the tarantula-a 
little hard to worm up to, so few of those hove ever mode a name 
for themselves; there were too many lovable varmints around. 
No wonder the legislature, which at various times decided on vi­
tal symbols like the state grass and state stone, hos never settled 
on an official state animal. 

Texas' eminent animals fall into three categories: those famous 
by species, like the golden-cheeked warbler and the Texas blind 
salamander, both of which breed only in Central Texas; those 
whose owners ore famous, like Bruno, Judge Roy Bean's pet bear, 
and Bob Wills' s horse Punkin; and those famous in their own right. 
The seven animals pictured here belong to the last. They com• 
mand instant name recognition. All but one ore native Texans, 
and most shore the classic Texas characteristics of friendliness 
and size. But whether creatures great or small, they are near 
and dear to Texans' hearts. Be they pig or pachyderm, billy 
goat or beef, we're mighty fauna them oil. ANNE DINGUS 
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90 / Doo D~Ys AT THB WHITE Hous~ \4~1 : 
ing the door to tho main ground-floor kitchen be<?a,Ui 
Yuki wanted to go in .. Frankie Blair, a clean-up man, di ·· -

-~ what was going on and chased Yuki out. Presideii'° 
• Johnson then went into · the kitchen and asked Fr · 

"Has Yuki eaten his dinner?,. 
· Frankio said, "Yes, Mr. President.''· 

· President Johnson said, • "Well, Yuki says he · h~ii.' 
eaten. A.Io you tlying to call my dog a liar?" · · . · , -i,.- · 

·During tho Johnson administration I continued· tC:- ·, ,. 
· · cord the birth dates, ~f the W!"te H?uso dogs, their tri~ : 

to and from the :vet s, and theu medical problems, just · · "' 
rd done for President Kennedy's pack. . · ·t 

· How far away it all seems now, looking at·somo of-thosor~• 
Kennedy record&. - · .t, 

BORN:. 

Charlie 1958 .,:., . 
Pushinka (Russia) 1960 , :.'1-t;i: 
C1ipper · Juno 9, 1962 - ~-'3¥ 
Wolf May 19, 1963 · ,-./'tj: 
Shannon June 15, 1963 . i_:.) 
Pups June 1S, 1963 • . -·;·,_•-~ 

;, .. ' . ' - ··- ' . . ' .,.~ 
Other charts bear witness that at the time of the Ken~•;,; 

nedy :assassination, dog life was going on as usua1....::'i'i. 
Pushinka in beat again; Wolf and Shannon having rabies¼ 

· shots; Charlie acting snappish.· . . . .. .;J; 
.:_ ~d_then ~e LBJ dog records }?egin: .. ; . _-~Jr-~ 

. .. ", . ~ - . · '·• . :· ,- · .. ,, ' ... .. · ·· .. :.•·:,~_ .. .,' 
J · , · . BORN: · .. . · . . · • .. · 
!(:~·-r~,: .. :mipan4%"- . Ju~e27,t963 . ·: · ... . . · ·. -·~---. 

· · _l l · ·. · ~ . . September.; 1963 · · .. ... :. · ·. , .. : •. · .-~:~~ 
· ' : -;<J/, Him's . pups: 1 ·male and __ S females~ born in AustiJi..;:;..~ 
· ' ·· ·: -~ ·:· . · Texas 10/21/6S ' · , · · · . ,,,,,ffl 

• • - • • • .: • · ..... , > • • 0 • .. : • ~M : ..... ..,~ 

Al. ~J.. . .. Him and Her sired from Jackson 11th ("LitUe Beagle"),;':)-. : 
~ . and Fsurdies Clementine (mother). . · · . >t · 

~ Fe~ ~~~~/fu'~l~~g ~ ~-i~en; ~o~;ii,:~ ; ~ :; ~a~c)~ 

~ - _realname: .:· . .,: .'.>·:· '..·· .; . ·.· . ·> _· ... :·~::: .. · .. ·;.::-i° -·~~%1· 
---· - Blanco--Regis~red as Leader Blair ·iamie ·of Edlii.., ... ~-~~< 

. . : ·\ 

·-

·; _r, , ~;LyndonBalnuiohnson. ·/ . 5 

In spite of bis fancy moniker~ and maybe ·because of b 
fancy breeding, Blanco kept the vets hopp~· · : . . · . : . · 

. · · ~~ •. :· · ·, f;... ,·• -1 " .-: ... . ~,-~ 

Rabie~v~ccin·ation: ';/_-.11-29-63" _' . ..::i; <?\'!;\J-·f- · ?. 

Tag Umber. ' ·· . S840" : . · · ,. • · ·,e,, .. , ,::: ~:.;;-~_.,.:.•,,f, _n • . ··. . .. ,--.<, .... _ . .. ... . ·'-: . . : •• _.'.;/ ."_,,. ,.~= . . 
Named: Blanco·-'. · :~· ·: ·~ · · ·· · . ,·•:~ :.:,:; 1 • • 

12-13-63 Distemper, hepatitis, and leptospirosis vaccine: 
12-13-63 . Stool sample to vet. · · · · <>','• · ·· · • : : •"-: ~~:: 

Diagnosis: ·worms. · .. : ·· -: ";..': , 
12-16-63 Blanco bas ·round- and bookwormL . · · 
12-17-63 Blanco sent to Friendship Hospital and treated 

for round- and hookworms and bathed. . · . 
Blanco due for Booster shot on ·tbe first week 
in 1964. . . . 

12-17-63 President autographed picture of Blanco and 
myself. . . · - . ' •. • . . . , .: · .· . · : 

12-18-63 Blanco had loose tooth pulled, returned ·to th, 
White House. . · . . 
Blanco treated for worms. Vet says was caugh1 1-3-64 

1-3-64 
1-7-64 

. ,1-8,64 
1-9-64 . 

in time. ' . ' 
Distemper and hepatitis. and leptospirosis. 
Bathed. . . . 
Stool sample taken. 
Sample okay-no worms. Dogs moved- t1 
same room. . 

1-15-64 Stool sample for worms check sent to vet. 
·1-18-.64 . No worms:· : · · .: ·•·. · ··. y • • • : .. 

· 2-4-64 Sample stool. · : ; --·. ~.:;, : ,<. ': ,:. "f', 
2-5-64 . No worms. . · . • :· ; · · · ~ · ·. "-< .• • : •• t:;,.•; ~ . ·.;; ' 
2-7-64" Sent to vets for bath:· -~ , --r: ·. : ~ ;~ · / ~ .'. ·._ 
2-12~64 • Bought a coll~r and tr~ffic l~ader •.. ·.)_.;:_7 •• -;_ ;-'. 
2-12-64 . ·Rabies certificate tag: #153. ' :· ,:r-1>~ , :'.:f'. 

· · V t ch cku and shots. · ·· ... ··'··• .,.:,,-,,.~ •· .. -. . .. ... e e p . . .. : · · ... _.;. · .,. •£.~ ;.J.".I, • ::id.~ -

. / ·. _-: · ... City dog tag: #70 • • : .. · , ·.·{{i, ::.-'-~~~:-·••i.~-2•·;, 
3-4-64 · :- Stool sample • · · · - · · • . ,y _. ·' -·~ -/,f i-·• · -, 

.3-9-64 ·. Blancohasc~ccidiosis . . ·: •' .:--:,;;~:. ;;.'4~--:;: 
3-10-64 '"Colonel Chadwick. Fort Myer~- ii{ charge < 

· · · White House dog, ..... . ;:. '. . ~t 't.'.:ii.~ - ·. 
3-18-64 . Blanco to._Foit Myer for ch~~kup::stqol 'to ·1 

· ..... . cbCcked: . :. ~-:._ -... ,-: · . .": ·. :1 .·. . .:: :;·~_:_ :. 
3: 18-64 • : Colonel _Chadwick· sent. a letter · with ~tru 



LBJ'S DOGS 

YUKI original of name: Japanese c& rd for 11 white as 
snow" 



Je6~ 28# 1ff12 

_ 7lian.k V- ou .40 mudi f OJt ie.rulini- me .die 
ma.teAial v,ou ducoveA.ed a6out 81.anp.o .i.n. .the 
f .i.1.eA--.9 111.i.ll. .l.wrn .it + ove.,i .to /)OltOUzv, 
T e.ll..lt-lto I 

We '1.aJ a ..dUAp.lU.4e v.u.i.:f. at. .the I.Bf} 
Li/JIUVtfl- a fe.,p we.eM a90 f.11.om 9ul..ie. (.Uenh.oweA 
and .9 upeciaJ4 enJ-°'/ ed 9e.:Uin9 .to know h.eA,. 
Let U,d Im°"' .if V ~ eveA 9d down .tA.i4 ~ I 

>.if.. 
M.11... R.ex Scouten 
(}z.i.ef U.dheA. 
Th. e fJ/4. .i.1.e HOM e 

lUuh.in.g.t.on, D. C 

~YNDON BAIRES JOHNSON 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 24,' 1972 

Dear Helene: 

I discovered the enclosed material 
on Blanco while going through some old 
files and thought you should have it in your 
Library. 

Say "hello" to everyone from the 
Ushers Office. 

Miss Helene Lindow 
Johnson Library 
Austin, Texas 

Sincerely, : ... ' 

/Yw.-~,~iu 
Rex Scouten 
€hie£ Usher 

I 
. ! 



Tho President 
The Whito House 
Washington, D. C. · 

My dear Mr. President, 

December l, 1963 
Edlen Kennels 
409 Raffel Road 
Woodstock, Ill. 

Wo wish to congratulate ·you on the magnificent 
way you have assumed the tremendous responsibilities 
that have been loaded upon you by the terrible act 
of violence of November 22~ In token of our personal 
appreciation tor the great service you are performing . 
for our nation, we hav.e decided to give you our best 
and most lovable puppy. We hopo he will become a 
faithful companion to you, an& that he will stay by 
your side to bring you some measure of comfort and 
joy during ·some of your darkest and loneliest hourso 

Enclosed 1s a letter trom our young daughter 
who joins us and millions of other Americans in 
wishing you a most successful career in The VJhi te 
Rouse. · 

This dog, one of four, has survived against 
tremendous odds. Ho was bm .. "n at night by caesarian 
sect;ion during a tornado and entered this world two 
weeks early. Without a .:nother to care for them or 
electricity, we brought them home with orders to 
keep them warm. Without a ··hcating pad or any means 
of giving them heat, we lit a fire in tha fireplace 
oven though it was mid-July. The pups did not open 
their eyes for one month, and during this time 
little hope vms had for their survival. After they 
were one month old they progressed rapidly, in good 
health, into strong and active pupso 

We are enclosing the American ~ennel Club.form 
necessary for registering "Lea.der". It is completely 
filled out, and all you need do is sign it and mail 
it in the enclosed addressed envolope. Also enclosed 
a;ce "Lcaq.er' s" pedig:-ce, health certificate, am rabies 
certificate. We hope you like him. 

ve·ry respectfully, 

Lloyd ·E. Nelson 

enclso 





SIRE AND DAM OF LEADER BLAIR JAMIE OF EDI.EN 

BONNIE LASSIE OF EDLEW 

ANTHONY SNODEN OF EDLEN 



Worming: 

September, 1963 (Negatlve) 

Vaccinations: 

Hepatitis ) 
Distemper )--Nov. 29, 1963 . 
Leptospirosis) 1 shot - Massive 

dose 

Rabies Nov. 29, 1963 

. 

BREED ....... .... -... Collie ··-· ... ·····-···-··-·-··-·--

NAME .... LEADER .. BLAm ... J' AMIE. OF. ED LEN 

SEX. ............................ Ma.le .. .,. .................................. . 

WHELPED .......... J.MlY: ... l~. , .... l~.~~-···-··············-

COLOR................... Vv'hite ... · ...... _ ..................... -

OWNER ...... .Lyn.dQn ... B ...... J..olln.s.P.n. ....... - ..... . 

ADD RESS .•• JY.h.i:t.e ... HQUS.e .................. - ·-······-· 

. . 

CITY AND STATE. .. W.~.~A.1.P.&~.Q.~.1 ... P..,.Q..,_ .... 

BREEOER .•••.....•.•.. Edl~n .. K~.tm.~l.a __ ·-·-··-··-

ADDRESS _. 409 _ Raf'f'el Road ··--- . 

' PEDIGREE ............ 

C0\1PLIMENTS OF I 
-------·-·-··- - · - ------

EDLEN KENNELS 
COLLIES 

WE FEED AND UEC OXMEND KASC O 

£00! £ & LLOYD NELSON 

' 
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The White King 
Gr•nd· Sir• Of 

Shomont 

~~>.L>-<....______.....___..I.J,,L.j~......__JParader's Bold Venture 

~n_1.1.J.,,1,u._:i.u..__.L,l~~- -trader's Pepper ~ lPathfinder's Paraderette 

LaMeno Jane's Sable Lad 
ula's Pepe { 
= =-.::,_=--=-~--- --=J'=a=n=-=e:....'-=s:.....:::S:.::a:..::b:.:l:.::e:__::L~a~d:.i.Y _ __ _ 

Lex or Lodestone 
Shomont Vlhite { --==""-"'---"""~~~-I=· A=t=t=a=i~nm-=e::.:n=-t=---- ~Lo"""""d..,,e'""'s"'""'t"""o""'n..,,,e,.___.La=F~o:.!:!n~t~ac:!:1:.!.!n~e~-­_onn ie Lady of 

Shomont l White Frederick 
• I 

.t.haoy Sooden of Edlen 
Shomont White { 
_ __ O_r_c~h~i-d_ ___ --'Wh~i:....t...;.e_· =Ev:....·...:;.e~lLy=n __ · _· ___ _ 

Langenberg' s White Captai: 
ie vVhite { ,-t,&~~~C~a~p~t~a-in _ __ Peerless Flash 

~0 • WA-351880 

White Bow Invasism 
Archie's { · 
- = P=r=o~m=i_n_a_d_e_r ___ Lady Prorelnader 

of Shomer · ---
Grand Oam 

"'-l..l..~~UL-~~......:..! 

Sun 

Loohland Prince Ardwick 
Ardwick Duke 

~J Wilil.-a-_m ___ l · 
Ardwick's Silver Lady 

l---:-:- J..l&.ddie Boy 
Shomont Michelin 

iE LEADER BLAIB JAMIE OF EDI.EN Che ire l.~D~a=n=a~I=I=I'--------- ......:.... 
·t,9. No. WL-412745 
Ho. _ ___ _ _ _ 

. IClifi~~~~rhead { Cliffhaven Buff 

Cliffhaven Parading Lady 
Cliffhaven Silver --- ·. 

O'Shomont ~C_l_i_f=f~h=a~v=e~~eLa._s=iY~r-e- -\ :::f::a:::•:::•Levitry 

l 
Invasion 

Stacey of Shomont --=·--

. Shomon t Morning 
Sun 

Shomont White 
-Laddie Wb1te Captain 

I Archie• s Promina a er 
Ardwick Duke \'villiam 

_lm_ruu_~ Lassie of Edlen 
WA-235409 Snow King O'Lone 

I Shomont Michelin Cheire 
. ' 

Vl'hi te King II 
J ' 

White King XII 

Jack's White 
Grond Dam Innoc_e_n_c_e_ 

J _ __ Elm 

l Lone Elm White . · 
Narcissus: 

l Renfroe' s Queen . 
l 

Shomont Skyline Triane 

l_s_h_o_m_o-nt La ssie Lon 

The White Challe~~◊-_f_ 
. Sho.mo.nt Y/hit..o _ _ _ J___ Shomont 
r To.nager l Q h rw,,,.,,..,+ W'h~+- C",, _ _ _ _ _ 



The White King 
Grand Sir• Of . 

Shomont 

LaMeno 

f 
~~ 0 J..JVJ.U. V OU. 111.4.L 0 

:ara a er' lL.E.e.p~_r __ 
l~pa raderette 

Jane's Sable Lad 
Paula's Pepe · { 
----'-';.;.._.........;;:.....c...,i._.:_ ___ Jane's Sable Lady 

..Lex or Lodestone 
Shomont White { -~ .-----

....-~~~-~..,__~--·J·~A"""'t=t-"-'a=-c-inm___;_;.:e=n=t~--- _LQ_destone LaF· ontaine 
_onnie Lady of - - -

Shomont l · Vlhite Frederick 

tJ,ony Saad en of. Ed Jen 

0 • WA-351880 

Shomont White { 
Orchid . White Ev.elyn 

Langenberg•s White Captain 
ie 1\lhite ! · · ,_..,..,,,,_,.,...,,._,.~C~a~p~ta~-in ___ Peerless Flash 

t,tacey 
Grand Dam 

ot Shoman 

White Bow 

Archie's { ==-=P=r~o~m~i_n_a_d_e_r ___ Lady Prominader. 

Lochland Prince Ardwick 
. Ardwick Duke . . I William• 

J:lf) nt Mo.rn..int;.._ 
Sun 

Sbomont Michelin 

l AI:dwiok' s Silver Lady 

J Laddie . Boy 

IE LEADER BLAIR JAMIE 

io,a, No. WL-412?45 

OF EDI.EN •.· . Cheire l...D.§.na III 

C=l=-i=f::;-;f":-=h=a::....;v....;:e=n=------· J Cl ittha ven Buff' 
Ho. 

r
ng ~eorge ot 

Gr•
nd 57'Shomon t .. 

Cliffhaven Silver · Cliffhaven Parading Lady 
· I Thunderhead l 
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SEC. 1 reno" Mo\i"g Application to re-9-
i:lter dog hos right to f\Offle it • . 

Applic.otio" "'oy be reitttNf if only Of"IC nofflC 
c.hoic.: is mode. Oo NOT u,e o n umber o, po,r 
c.' o no me. Amcrico" Kennel Clvb r•ser•es. •~9.hl 
to onign o number t.ufr.a:. 

If ~ uw o ,egis:t~d lcet'H"tel no~. ,. • .,, owner 
sign outtlorizotion in l•fl morgi11. ~ • • 

Nome of rtgis:terrd dog ,..,,,7 1'101 be c.ho-,g·e,& 
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·' SEC 4 TO BE COMPLETED AND.SIGNED P.ERSONAl.lY B-Y NEW 'OWNER(S) NAMED IN SEC. 3 ABOV'f, PROVIDED hi, still owns the, dofrond wonts registra tion '.,i, 
• • c:crtl!icoto laued l_n his ni;imo •. ,. lftho dog hos.again·becntransforrod,DO NOT USf THIS SEC..4, but_writo Amorfcon Kennel.Club for SupplcmentolTronsfc,:,.-~ 

~ Stotem~r,t forms. ··· · · · ·· - · · .' ·, .. ). ;., .- \ • · - .. , • ,.-. .- , ,. . : :.. , . •~' .... .. .. .... · ... · . ·.::- · . ·. -: ·. · · · · ,·· 
· · I apply_ to Atr.trlca,1 Kennel Oub to hovo Rcois:ratlon Ccrtificoto for thl:; doo Issued In my/our nomcfs), and ccnlfy that 1/wo ocquirod It DIRECTLY from tho ·:·,. 

person{s) who Signed Sec.· 3 obovo, end that 1/wo $Jill own this dog •. I agree to ob!do by Amcrlcon Kennel Oub rules and regula_tlon$, . . . : · •; ; . · -1. 

'-~ _ .. /i~-~=(.~_--/,_t __ \,\_~_;.·'i{_._/r.~: , \.-~, . ·<,:, . -• ·_,:.-:·.~·~,;-::--~ :: .. :T iI,:rn,· l-C_? ~-:<·?; (?i ~'(.L' .. _,_· . . ;. --,· ,· . -~.· __ -
t1= 0-.vr:or'• _. _ , :,: ., ~ _ ... : Co-Owners Slgncrtura 
Fer<or.nl Sl9na, If Jointly Own, .. _._________________________ _, 

~{:::.~;._ ... cr.-.o-----.-- --. -,,-._-:-·,- .. ,-.-.-----------------1 ~{~~"":,.-.... :--.-:_.,.:-.-,,:-,:-,;..•;-,-.. -.------.-,.,-~-.•.-.. -.--_-_.--.• .. -,.-.~.,-. .. '---... ---- ·". 
REGISTRATION FEE MUST ).(.COMPANY .APPUCATTOH. MAKE CHECKS MONEY­

ORDERS PAYABLE TO AMERICAN '.'fNNEl. CLUB. DO NOT srno STAMPS OR CURR!:NCY. 
. , FEE, $2.0~lus ·41.00 tor- eoo;h cddilional 1tcm:fer .. 0f doo, : 

for each of which· a •givy sup;:,lcmental form must be alluchocl. · 

Yihen complatod·czncl submit~~~ ,this 'Appllccztlon_ bocomos tho property of Amcrlcon Kenner Club_ - FE~ SUBJECT TO QiANt;E wtn!OUT NOTICE . ; , •: 

u -' Mail to: AMERICAN KENNEL CLUB, 221 Pa-rk Avenue South; New·York ·3,:N.:.Y.~-::, .: 
:3~:., ... · !•~ -~ :?<~ i· .•.\._; ,~ ;.(, ; ~-;·~,~-. '4 ;: :; ';_'~! '1 .A.• · ,., .. 1-, , , ::. °: .. ;, ~- :~ c": .~ ; ~-) - ,\ 
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Presidential Pooches 
by Victor Nash 

Virtual menageries have resided at the White House over the years- ponies, 
goats, snakes, cats, at least one kangaroo, even an alligator-but in the lonely 
job at the top, a President's best friend is often still his dog. Discover some 
tidbits about the furry first canines in this quiz. Answers are on page 66. 

LIY frolics with beagle H i m 

1. Which breed of dog belonged to the first child in the White House? a. 
Airedale b. collie c. spaniel d. beagle 
2. Which one of Lyndon Johnson's dogs achieved worldwide notoriety and 
put the President " in the doghouse"? a. King Timahoe, an Irish setter b. Him, 
a beagle c. Spunky, a Scottie 
3. Of the following Coolidge dogs, which was given away because of his 
aggressiveness toward White House workmen? a. Rob Roy, a sheepdog b. 
Prudence Prim, a collie c. Peter Pan, a wirehaired terrier 
4. What pampered White House dog was given a special birthday party to 
which neighborhood dogs were invited? a. the Hardings' airedale, Laddie Boy 
b . Yuki, LBJ's white mutt c. Charlie, the Kennedys' terrier . 
5. Herbert Hoover's German shepherd, Pat, was noted for a. ballet dancing b. 
singing a duet with the President c. opening doors unassisted. 
6. During World War II, President Roosevelt's little dog, Murray of Fallahill 
(Fala), became an honorary Army private by a. enlisting in the K-9 Corps b. 
appearing in USO shows for the troops c. contributing $1 to the war effort · 
7. The Eisenhowers' Weimaraner, Heidi, was known for a. her good manners 
b. her possessiveness c. her strange eating habits 

8. President Ford came to the Oval Office dog less. 
Who gave him Liberty, a golden retriever? a. his 
daughter, Susan b . his Vice President, Nelson 
Rockefeller c. his wife, Betty 

9. What was Pushinka, a gift to the Kennedys from 
Nikita Khrushchev, subjected to before being .giv­
en to the family? a. decontamination for foreign 
viruses b. rigorous obedience training c. an exami­
nation for eavesdropping devices 

10. Richard Nixon's most famous dog was Check­
ers. After he was elected President, his staff pre­
sented him with a new dog. Which was it? a. King 
Timahoe, an Irish setter b. Rex, a Cavalier King 
Charles spdniel c. Prince Kilt•y, a Labrador FDR, Fala, and friend 
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JDJWJl}UJ t4, 1980 

t>eaJl. Mt.. Bta.u.&, 

Al.44, tM. cJW.61t 06 ltoli.d4~ JJttti.t mtd 6U.tlv.i:ti.u 
ha.ve. p,i.e.vuttd mt. 6U1t JtUpOJlCWlg wt:tU. now :to 
:tJte. ;/).,JO qud:tioJU yau. @Uc! ht IJOUII. l.ettvr. 06 l.au. 
month. 

The. l.lut Wa6 bt·uga.td bJ "H.im" and "HeJt. " AA you 
t10 doubt 1moro, "He1t." 4waU.ov.Jf.d 4 .ato11e. on the. Muu. 
tfou.Ae. guwul.6 aJul cU.e.d, and "IUm" w,u lulled by 4 
caJt coming up the fJJh.ue. HO<Ut. d!tlutJC4Y. Ththt. . 
~ weA.e. CM.Jna.te.d, and tU .the. Bettgl.u them&e.lw..& 
we.u 60 IIXtclt 4 paid 06 owt 6amlt..y, thm. 44'1e.4 t11Vte. 
bUJt.le.d .in the. 4oatk~46.t 6ec.tl.o1t 06 .the. ia:mU.tJ 
~ hML a.t. .the. Ranch. 1 Jtt.g,r.e..t .that 1 camw.t 
AaJJWld.l.r/whut. 

Al, 6CJt any 19:t#t. CVltWuj .UWIUOONi 6Ju;,111 .thfl. F.wtk Cook. 
p,u,Pf/l4, 1 futvt. no h.tcoUe.cUoa t:ha.:t any WM g.lve.n. 
:to LyndJm ud rne.. Would IJOU ptuue. t.eU ~ holo tJOU 
came acM44 :th-i4 .in{~n1 t.t t.A10uld be btttltt.6tbtg 
to pult.6ut. .U. The. Cf.llfUeJt.Y ~ .tendtd to by tltt. 
6amil.lJ 06 Aunt. AV4 JohMon Blr..i.gh.t mul ht.Jr. lu.t.6band, 
John. ffaJtve.g 8J&,lgli.t. IA. Blt,igkt built :tJ,..e. wd.t. 1 
cMnD.t Jte.c.atl wltetheJt. ht. bu.t.aUed one. o& fu ga.teA 011. 
no.t. 1 ha.ve. ct vagu.,. ucoUecti.011 t:ta.t .i.:t ~ bought; 
~ an. an.ti.Que.. 1 dD ~ tJutt: 1 had a dupUc4U 

· made by .the. tqei.gh. IJtOn t 1ow .in Au&Un wile" we. put 
.in the. ~e..cond eJl.tJtttace. UJa.lJ. 

. ~ t1-:~1or~ :ur~t.:-o:ar~ 81111 
Ltv- f 

WLth my hope.6 .. .th.i.4 1t1ltt. be. he.lp6ut and alt. good <a.uhu, . 

M1t.. Edwin C rse.tVth.& 
SupeJr.V.UoJUJ 1-{.(,6,to • 

Sbtcelfdy, 

f Nai:i..onal. Pa/ck Svr.v ce 
100 L stlc.e.et, N.W., Room 4314 
C1Ja.6lilng.ton, V. C. 0240 

rTT:RT · 
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subjects noted, Ap 17, 15: l; Res ton on Johnson's 
performance, Ap 17 ,34 :3;. ¼bite House reception for 
ASNE members and wives; Johnson s, Ap 18,14 :2; 
pr••• conf, White House, called without warning, 
Ap 1;,1:5,6; A Krock on control Johnson demon­
strateci over mass televised press con£; says previ­
ous confs gave him time for experiment and for 
preparation for comparison with Kennedy; cartoon, 
Ap 19,!V,9:l; Johnson sat AP execs luncheon at­
tended oy l, 700, NYC; illus, Ap 21, l :8; text; illus, 
Ap 2~ ,P 14; used latest type of speech prompter, 
Ap :: , 14:7; newsman M Smith says press should 
not try to impose press con£ format on Johnson that 
will rr.:ike him uncomfortable, s, UPI meeting, Ap 21, 
21 :5; Johnson speaks to and holds impromptu press 
conf with eds and broadcasters, White House Rose 
Garcier.; calls working relations with press good, 
Ap 22,l:2; excerpts; illus, Ap 22,18:1,3; Johnson 
gives 30 mins notice for press conf, \'vnite House 
Fiower Garden, Ap 24, 1 :6; transcript; illus, Ap 2 4, 
14:.'.:.; press conf, White House office; sitting with 
Jonns::m are H S Truman and Prof J F Dobie, White 
House guests; con£ is 4th full-dress one 1n 9 days 
and r.:ns 16 mins over usual ½ hr; Johnson, T ruman 
ilius, r.p 26, l :8; transcript; illus, Ap 26, p64; USSR 
news agency Tass carries complete acct, Ap 2 7 ,4: 3 

j c:mson is hon guest at Gridiron Club annual 
cimner; lampooned, Ap 26,63:3 

jci:nson int pub in Munich wkly Quick, Ap 29,3 :5 
jo:mson disturbed by reptg of his handling of his 
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Jonnson holds light-hearted 45-min walking 

•press conf' on White House grounds; no official 
transcript; plays with dogs, greets tourists, t-..1y 3, 
56 :4; takes n;;'-'smen !_~~ 7 }a2~ou~ .~ihj.t,EtJi.C;.~ 
lav.-::, lifts beagles oyeatsf:jga~n o snow that thev 
~ ~~~"-'E4~1F'i ~ ... ,,_ .. _.,._-:,;.,.,.,._,:~~':'ti s::t Q.Q! us, MY ;;J, 1 ;;;J, nv1tes newsmen's 
fc:milies to next press conf, My 6,52:5; press conf, 
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so::~ I...ynda attend, My 7, l :4; transcript; highlights; 
illus My 7,pl8; Johnson, during visit to World's 
Fair, NYC, holds press conf in Fed Pavilion; con£ 
is 18t.r. since accession and 1st outside Washington 
except 2 at LBJ Ranch, My 10,72:7 

Jonnson praises press and pokes fun at it, s, W R 
He:zrst Foundation awards dinner; says he was ed 
of coll paper; presents awards, My 12,24 :5 

J.. Krock on Johnson's use of word 'we' in press 
confs, My 12, 36 :4 

johnson meets with Newspaper Farm Eds Assn, 
¼bite House, My 13,25:l 

Jonnson hon at White House Correspondents Assn 
ciinner; gets silver spurs and book ends, My 23,10:2 

Press conf, Je 3, 1 :7; tra"script; illus, Je 3,p25; 
press conf, J e 24, 1: 1; transcript; highlights, J e 24, 
pl2.; press conf, Jl 11,l :4; transcript, Jl 11,6:2 
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May 27, 1964 

Dear Dorris: 

1:bank you. ~or writing the President about his 
bar.glee - J 1mca be ri.11 appzecia~ boUl your 
i.ntealst ta Ida and ya&r' ccacen, ~or tbea. The 
pnpplea are cloN by tiie PnNl.ident'• a:ttice and 
bi• ....,ts at play wi tia thea u-e a or•t joy 
~or the Presidm't. 

I Cllll usu• you ~ - :Ing th-~ o:ftan 
that tba Pr .. :ldeDt and hi• be&ol• are 'the very 
best of· good 1':r't.ads• and I aa very sorry that a 
biased am di.stoned DIIIIS npcu:t abcut the Pr•i­
delrt•s ,-.y ~!De aid wana relattc:ma with hia dogs 
sbc,,rtd bae aiai.d anyam. 

Dorris Ritc:bi• - . 
~~~it»&.655 

Juan:l."ta D. Robs ts 
Pttr9Gnal Secntary 
to~ PrlNid.ct 

Korth DakoQ 58763 mjh 

/ 



Mr. Lyndon B. Johnson 
White House 
Washington, n.c. 
Dear President Johnson, 

P.O. Box 655 
New town, No . Dak. 58763 
May l, -1964 

I read in the newspaper that you picked up your two Beagle dogs by 
their ears. I am 11 years old and I love dogs. It hurts me to think that 
someone would pick a dog up by its ears. My Mother and Father have told me 
ever since I can remember not to do anything like that because it would 
hurt any animal. 

Please don't do it again because it makes me feel so bad. Thank you. 

Sincerely yours, 

;J)ov,~ ~ I 



- -----, 

Best Friends 
for the Chief 

I I 

Jimmy Carter stops to salute his un­
official greeter: Grits. 

F rom George Washington down the 
line, U.S. Presidents nave been dog 
lovers. French Briards were Jeffer­

son's favorites. A mutt named Fido wait­
ed for Abe Lincoln in Springfield. Teddy 
Roosevelt loved dogs and kept seven of his 
own; his cousin Franklin had six, includ­
ing a Scotty, Fala, who figured in his re­
election campaigns. Nixon immortalized 
his Cocker Spaniel in his Checkers 

Speech, and Ford's Golden Retriever, 
Liberty, made headlines when she had 
puppies in 1976. Reagan's count is four: 
Taca, a Husky; Victory, a Golden Re­
triever; Millie, a Setter-Labrador; Free 
Bo,amutt. 

NEXT WEEK: Miu Guinea Piggy! 

·-



Jimmy Carter stops to salute his un­
offlclal greeter: Grits. 

r 1me, u .::;. J>res1dents have been dog 
lovers. French Briards were Jeffer­

son's favorites. A mutt named Fido wait­
ed for Abe Lincoln in Springfield. Teddy 
Rooseve It loved dogs and kept seven ofhis 
own; his cousin Franklin bad six, includ­
ing a Scotty, Fala, who figured in bis re­
election campaigns. Nixon immortalized 
bis Cocker Spaniel in his Checkers 

Liberty, made headlines when she had 
puppies in 1976. Reagan's count is four: 
Taca, a Husky; Victory, a Golden Re­
triever; Millie, a Setter-Labrador; Free 
Bo,amutt. 

NEXT WEEK: Miu Guinea Piggy! 

Northern 
Fire 
by J ~ ; Brimer 

flames licking over the 
~n-leaved plant. Flower­
mg continues for several 
months and is followed by 
ornamental white-tinged 
berries. Grow in a 4• pot l. 

The Norse Fire Plant is a filled with an equal mixture ~ 
spectacular hanging or bas- ofpeatmossandpottingeoil. ~ 
ket house,Plant. Noted for In winter, night tempera- 1 
long, traihng sterns and tu- turea of no lower than 50°F ,".: 
bular flowers (some as long and days at 60" to 65° suit it ~ 

i as3"),itmakesacolorfuldis- well. Keep it in strong light t'-
..: play. Blossoms grow up- butoutofdirectsun;aneast NEXT WEEK: Golden ~ ~ 
I wards,andinfullbloomlook orweatwindowisthebestlo- ShrtmpPlants .I;) /\J 
,! a little bit like bright cation. "1 ~ 

A-1 ...,/Jj / 11 / J w on,n,'.!lOorl. ~~ 
/7f:1-1-4"-{)ln:Jn :; Wt7I UC 

0

Ulon,~, :r ~ k11 ~<Sv'}i 
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Wt'th our bes-t w/sltes 

from !fuki anti. lus master, 



29DE rc-8116-13 



f{irn 

( ,,,, 
; ~·- ,,,. , 

~ -- -___ · . 
1..Y . 
~ -

and the Master of tlze Pups" 

Jier 
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